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and  with  the  lives  of  Brant,  and  Rkd  Jackkt,  hy  th(»  same 
author,  brings  down  the  history  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  thcM'r 
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Gov.  Pish,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Potter,  and  eminent  men  in 
every  walk  of  life  have  hastened  to  tender  their  ]mtronage. 

A  large  paper  ediliou  of  50  copies  only  will  bo  priiiled  on 
tinted  paper  at  $10,  paper,  sewed. 

J.  MUNSELL,  Publiaben 
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Cambridge,  Deo.  19ih  1862. 

My  dear  Sir— I  dnly  receired  joar  letter,  And  also  ilie  three  chapters  of 
the  **  Life  and  Times  of  Sir  William  Johnson."  I  have  perused  thesa  chaj)- 
ters  with  great  satisfaction,  as  containing  many  interesting  facts  with  which 
I  was  before  bat  little  aoquainted,  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  animated  style,  and 
in  a  well  digested,  methodical  arrangement. 

You  have  drawn  so  much  from  original  sources,  that  your  work  will  be  a 
valuable  contribution  to  our  historical  literature.  Your  knowledge  of  the 
principal  localities  has  also  given  you  an  advantage,  which  few  writers  of 
similar  works  possess.  I  look  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  the  perusal  of 
the  wIioIh,  when  it  shall  come  before  the  public. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Wm.  L.  Stone,  Esq.  JARKD  SPARKS. 


New  York,  Dec.  26,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir — Sir  William  Juhnson   could  not  have  desired  a  more  indus- 
trious, more  able,  or  more  friendly  biographer  than  he  has  foiind  in  you.      I 
am  persuaded,  from  the  specimen  which   I  have  read,  that  your  elaborate 
work  will  contain  every  materia!  fact  in  his  history  of  which  a  record  remains. 

Very  truly  yours,  GEO.  BANCROFT. 

Wm.  L.  Sto.xe,  Esq. 

8  Walkut  St.  Boston,  18  Dec,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir — I  have  had  pleasure  in  examining  the  sheets  of  your  forth- 
coming work  which  you  sent  me.  I  am  sure  that  it  will  prove  a  very  valua- 
ble contribution  to  our  history.  The  narrative  is  clear,  and  embodies  a  great 
deal  that  is  new.  Very  truly  yours, 

■  Wm.  L.  Stone,  Esq.  F.  PARKMAN. 

Office  of  the  Cohmissionebs  of  the  Cbktral  Park  Extbrsiox,  ) 
No.  6  Wall  Street,  New  York,  Dec.  15, 1862.  J 

Dear  Sir — The  immediate  subject  of  your  propos-fd  work,  together  With  its 
n)ar  and  remote  incidents,  cannot  fail  to  give  it  peculiar  interest|  and  render 
its  publication  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  our 
country. 

Wishing  yon  all  possible  success  in  your  enterprise. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

William  L.  Stone.  Esq.  L.  BRADISH. 

North  Shore,  Statbn  Island,  Feb.  9th,  1863. 
My  Dear  8irr-I  have  read  the  chapters  of  your  history,  and  although  I  have 
no  special  fitness  to  speak  of  the  life   and  times  of  which  you  treat,  1  can 
perceive  and  admire  the  simplicity  and  fullness  of  your  story,  and  appreciate 
the  great  value  of  the  original  collections  to  which  you  have  had  access. 

I  am  very  truly  yours,  O.  W.  CURTIS. 
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Detroit,  Dec  30. 
Sir — Mj  father  is  not  very  well,  and  lie  has  requested  me  to  acknowledge, 
in  his  name,  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  of  three  chapters  of  your  forth- 
coming work.  The  latter  he  has  read  with  great  pleasure,  and  has  been  much 
interested  in  the  life  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  the  history  of  the  eventfnl 
times  daring  which  he  lived. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Wy.  L.  Stoxb,  Esq.  LEWIS  CASS,  Jr. 


Cherry  Vallkt,  Deo.  25,  1862. 
William  L.  Stoxb,  Esq. — My  dear  Sir— I  received  your  letter,  together  with 
some  of  the  printed  sheets  of  your  forthcoming  work — the  "  Life  and  Times 
of  Sir  William  Johnson."  I  read  tjie  sheets,  and  then  gave  them  to  my  father 
to  read.  He  is  now  in  his  91st  year,  but  still  hale  and  hearty  and  with  all 
his  faculties  preserved,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  everything  relating  to 
Sir  William.  Your  work  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  ante-revolutionary 
history  of  New  York.  There  were  few'men  in  the  Province  who  filled  so  large 
,  a  space  in  her  Colonial  annals  as  Sir  William  Johnson.     A  full  biography  of 

him  was  much  needed — and  I  am  sincerely  rf*Joiced  that  your  father*s  man- 
tle fell  on  yon,  and  that  you  have  done  the  work  so  well. 

Truly  yours.  WILLIAM  W.  CAMPBELL. 

t  Life  of  Sir  William  Johnson. — We  have  been   permitted  to  see  a  ffw 

chapters  of  a  forthcoming  biography  of  Sir  Wm .  Johnson.     Most  of  the  ma- 
terials for  it  were  collected  by  the  late  William  L,  Stone,  whose  life  of  Brant 
is  so  well  known.  ,  His  son,  William  L.  Stone,  has  for  a  long  time  been  dili- 
I  gently  at  work  executing  the  plan  which  the  father  had  conceived.    We  have 

i  been  pleased  with  the  chapters  we  have  examined.     The  style  is  perspicuous, 

the  narrative  is  flowing,  and  the  positions  taken  are  sustained  by  numerous 
and  carefully  prepared  notes. — Providence  Journal. 

I  William  L.  Stone,  son  of  Col.  Stone,  the  well  known  editor  and  biographer, 

p  is  writing  a  Life  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  wliioU  is  soon  to^be  given  to  the 

public.  Sir  William  was  general  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  this 
country  before  the  revolution,  was  distinguished  in  colonial  history  and 
active  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  His  life  was  one  of  romantic  interest 
and  vicissitude.  The  materials  for  the  promised  work  were  mainly  collected 
by  the  elder  Stone,  and  are  wrought  by  the  younger  into  a  narrative  of  vigor 
and  ability. -^Springfidti  Rtpublican, 
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PREFACE. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  my  father,  the 
late  William  L.  Stone,  Esq.,  commenced  a  history  of 
the  Life  and  Times  of  Sib  William  Johnson,  Babt. 
He  had  employed  several  years  in  collecting  the  ma- 
terials for  this  work,  and  had  written  the  first  seven 
chapters  of  it,  when  death  cut  short  his  labors  in  1844* 
Esteeming  it  a  sacred  duty,  I  have  completed  the 
work;  and  in  so  doing,  have  endeavored  to  cany  out, 
as  £Ar  as  possible,  hjs  original  design.  The  result  is 
before  the  reader* 

Perhaps  the  character  of  no  man  prominent  in  our 
colonial  history  has  been  less  understood,  and  less 
fairly  judged,  than  that  of  Sib  Wiujam  Johnson,  Babt. 
His  death  occurred  just  on  the  eve  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war ;  luad  the  troublous  times  which^foUowed,  and 
the  immediate  removal  of  his  private  papers,  by  his 
son,  Sir  John  Johnson,  into  Canada,  prevented  any 
trustworthy  estimate  either  of  the  man  or  of  his  ser-* 
vices.  As  a  natural  consequence,  the  innumerable 
wild  and  improbable  traditions  afloat  concerning  him, 
have  been  eagerly  seized  and  believed  as  veritable 
history.  It  was  therefore  evident,  that  until  access 
wuld  be  had  to  his  papers  and  private  correspondence. 
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it  would  be  impossible  to  prepare  a  faithful  and  accu- 
rate biography  of  him.  After  years  of  search,  my 
father  procured  from  the  Johnson  family  in  Eng- 
land, and  from  vajdous  other  sources,  a  large  portion 
of  Sir  William's  manuscripts,  which,  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Johnson  MSS.  presented  to  the  New  York 
State  Libraiy  by  General  John  Tayler  Cooper,  amounts 
to  more  than  seven  thousand  letters  and  documents. 
Although  many  letters  are  evidently  lost,  yet  enough 
remain  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  present  work ; 
while  the  original  records  of  Indian  treaties  and  con- 
ferences, of  which  nearly  all  are  in  existence,  nffoxd  a 
sure  test  of  the  accuracy  of  their  relation. 

Of  this  large  collection,  I  have  read  and  carefully 
compared  each  letter  and  document;  and  throughout 
the  work  have  made  abundant  reference  to  authorities, 
in  order  that  whoever  desires  may  avail  himself  of  the 
same  sources  of  information. 

To  Hon.  Jared  Sparks  of  Cambridge,  Hon,  George 
Bancroft  of  New  York,  Francis  Parkman,  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  Professor  Robinson  P.  Dunn  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  Edward  F.  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  I 
am  indebted  for  counsel  and  material  aid.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Anthony  Lamb,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge, 
Doctor  O'Callaghan  of  Albany,  Dr.  R.  L.  Allen,  Hon. 
Judge  Hay,  and  Daniel  Sheppard,  Esq.  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  for  valuable  suggestions.  Nor  must  I  forget 
to  make  special  mention  of  the  kindness  of  the  Regents 
and  Librarians  of  the  New  York  State  University  and 
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Library,  in  affording  me  every  facility  for  examining 
the  books  and  original  documents  under  their  control. 
To  Thomas  Simons,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  and  Elnathan 
Judson,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  I  am  truly  grateful  for 
assistance  in  copying  many  pages  of  manuscript. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add,  that  in  the  preparation  of 
this  work,  I  have  made  no  statement,  and  drawn  no 
inference,  that  I  did  not  conscientiously  believe  was 
fully  warranted  by  the  original  authorities  to  which  I 
have  had  immediate  access. 

WILLIAM  L.  STONE. 

Saratoga  Springe^  Janvary  l^f.,  1865. 
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6(> — Takes  charge  of  his  uncle's  estate  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  and  keeps 
a  country  store.  Meant  of  both  uncle  and  nephew,  at  this  time,  ami^U 
60-~Beeeive8  advice  from  his  ancle,  61-- His  style  of  living.  Description 
of  his  person.  His  success  in  winning  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
the  Mohawks,  64k-Propo8es  to  erect  a  saw  mill.  His  education,  65— 
Difficulty  in  fixing  the  exact  date  of  hie  marriage.  Character  of  bis  wife, 
Catharine  Weisenberg,  66— the  Six  Nations  in  1742,  send  a  large  delega- 
tion to  Philadelphia.  Its  object,  66 — Proceedings  of  the  council,  6& — 
Tact  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Thomas,  69 — Interesting  historical  incident 
during  the  sitting  of  the  council,  71 — Complaint  made  by  the  Indians 
against  the  governor  and  people  of  Maryland.  Misunderstood  on  the 
part  of  Virginia,  78 — ^A  party  of  Indians  invade  the  county  of  Augusta, 
and  kill  several  Virginians.  Correspondence  between  Lieutenant 
Governor  Qooch  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Clarke  in  relation  to  it,  73 — 
Jacobus  Bleecker  sent  to  Onondaga  by  the  Indian  oommissionera,  74 — 
Another  embassy  sent  to  Onondaga.  Result  of  these  missions,  76— 
Arrival  of  Admiral  George  Clinton  as  the  successor  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  Clarke,  77 — Opening  speech  of  the  new  governor  probably 
moulded  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey.  Tone  of  the  speech,  79-— Sketch 
of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  69 — De  Lancey,  in  behalf  of  the  assembly, 
draws  up  an  humble  address,  80 — The  governor  signs  all  the  bills  pre- 
sented to  him,  81 — Removal  of  Mr.  Johnson  from  the  south  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Mohawk.  Opens  a  correspondence  on  his  own  aocount  with 
the  opulent  house  of  Sir  William  Baker  &  Co.,  London.  Grows  in  the 
public  estimation,  81 — Lays  the  foundation  of  his  future  prosperity  on  the 
basis  of  honorable  dealing,  82 — The  government  of  New  York  authorized 
to  issue  letters  of  marque  against  Spain,  82 — Activity  of  Captain  Warren 
at  sea.  Captures  a  privateer  and  is  promoted,  86— Clinton  communicates 
to  the  assembly  advices  of  the  intended  invasion  of  England  by  "  a  Popish 
Pretender,"  87 — Holds  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  88. 
— Expresses  apprehensions  for  the  post  at  Oswego,  89 — Lays  before  his 
council  a  communication  from  the  commandant  at  Oswego,  in  relation  to 
the  designs  of  the  French  against  that  post,  90 — Grand  Indian  council  at 
Lancaster  in  1744.     Its  proceedings  in  detail,  91--^109. 

CHAPTER  III* 
1744—1745* 

Repose  of  the  colonies  under  the  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
broken  by  the  declaration  of  war  against  France.  Attempts  of  the 
French  upon  Acadia  and  Placentia,  110 — ^Declaration  of  hostilities 
announced  to  the  general  assembly  by  Clinton.  Strong  measures  urged 
for  the  protection  of  the  colony  and  city  of  New  York,  111.  The  build- 
ing of  a  strong  fort  in  the  vicinity  of  Crown  Point  recommended,  112 — 
Cowardly  retreat  of  the  English  traders  from  Oawego.     The  house  pledge 
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tbe  ways  and  means  for  putting  the  colony  in  a  posture  of  defence,  118 — 
The  Caughnawagas  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  English,  114 — Special 
allowances  voted  for  the  defence  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  ll&--The 
French  again  aotiye  in  their  endeavors  to  win  the  Six  Nations  from  the 
English,  116— Mr.  Bleecker  is  despatched  into  the  Seneca  country. 
Betans  and  reports  favorably.  Another  report  from  a  French  deserter, 
117 — ^Arrest  and  discharge  of  David  Leisberger  and  Christian  Frederick 
Post.  Governor  Shirley  proposes  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  lift- 
Description  of  the  harbor  and  defences  of  Louisburg,  119. — Shirley  com- 
municates his  plan  to  the  ministry,  120— Circular  letters  sent  to  the 
several  colonial  governors,  122 — Lukewarm  reception  of  the  scheme  by 
New  York.  Its  cause,  122 — Conduct  of  the  assembly,  and  its  diseolution 
by  the  governor,  122 — 128— Preparations  of  Shirley  for  the  capture  of 
Cape  Breton,  129 — The  command  of  the  land  foroes  given  to  Colonel 
William  Pepperell,  180 — Circumstances  which  favored  the  undertaking, 
182 — Unfitness  of  Shirley  to  direct  the  conduct  of  the  expedition,  188 — 
Commodore  Warren  assumes  command  of  the  naval  forces,  186 — Progress 
of  the  seige,  188— Success  of  Warren  in  cruising  off  the  harbor,  142 — 
Surrender  of  the  city,  146 — The  Mermaid  despatched  to  England  with 
the  tidings.  Effect  of  the  conquest  in  Europe  and  America,  148 — Honor- 
able rewards  to  tbe  master  spirits  of  the  expedition,  149 — Unwillingness 
of  the  parent  government  to  reimburse  the  colonies  for  their  expenses, 
160 — ^Efforts  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  the  Provincials  defeated, 
151-—Di8oa8sion  respecting  the  relative  merits  of  Pepperell  and  Warren, 
166. 

CHAPTEE  IV. 
1746—1746. 
David  Jones  of  Queens  county,  elected  speaker  of  the  new  assembly,  167 — 
Clinton  urges  upon  the  assembly  the  importance  of  reinforcing  the 
forces  of  Pepperell  and  Warren.  Both  branches  of  the  assembly  respond 
cordially.  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  again  critieal,  168 — Dissatis- 
faction among  the  Six  Nations.  Examination  of  John  Henry  Lydiue, 
169 — ^Animosity  between  the  Mohawks  and  the  people  of  Albany. 
Conrad  Weiser  sent  on  a  friendly  tour  among  the  Six  Nations,  160 — 
Reception  of  Weiser.  Accusations  against  the  Albanians  by  the  Con- 
federates, 161 — The  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  announce  the 
approach  of  scalping  parties  of  Canadian  Indians.  Barbarities  of  these 
Indians  on  the  frontier  of  New  Hampshire,  162 — Attention  of  the  assem- 
bly called  to  these  outrages.  A  general  council  with  the  Indians  recom- 
mended, 168 — Proceedings  of  the  council.  Speech  of  Hendrik,  164 — 
Suspicions  of  the  Massachusetts  commissioners,  170 — Clinton  communi- 
cates the  result  of  tbe  council  to  the  assembly  in  a  special  message,  172 
— Burning  by  the  French  and  Indians  of  the  settlement  at  Saratoga,  173 
— Destruction  of  the  village  of  Hooeick,  174 — Governor  Clinton  reproves 
the  assembly  for  its  indifference,  175 — Communication  from  Colonel 
Philip  Schuyler  laid  before  the  privy  council.  Dissatisfaction  at  the 
removal  of  the  local  militia  from  the  city,  176 — Prospect  of  a  gloomy 
winter.  Exciting  rumors,  177 — Clinton  asks  for  an  appropriation  to 
build  a  stone  fort  at  the  great  carrying  place  between  Hudson  River  and 
Lake  Champlain,  178 — Doubtful  position  assumed  by  the  Confederacy,  179. 
The  importance  of  an  alliance  with  New  England  for  mutual  protection 
appreciated.  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  ISO — The  ques- 
tion of  parliamentary  law  and  prerogative  before  the  council  and  assem- 
bly, 181' — The  assembly  driven  from  the  city  by  the  small  pox,  182 — Dis- 
cussion of  the  revenue  bill  by  the  council  and  assembly,  188 — The  victory 
with  the  representatives  of  the  people,  186— Resolution  adopted  directing 
the  erection  of  six  strong  block>bouses.  Appropriations  for  other  import- 
ant objects,  186 — Clinton  again  asks  for  reinforcements  for  Pepperell 
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and  Warren,  and  is  reAised.     Beltiotanee  of  the  aseemblj  to  eo6perai0 
with  the  New  England  ooloniee  not  easily  explained,  186. 

CHAPTER  V. 
1746. 
Oommencement  of  the  brilliant  publio  career  of  Sib  Willxax  Johhson. 
He  erects  a  yalnable  flouring  mill.  Builds  an  elegant  stone  mansion, 
and  calls  it  Mount  Johnson.  Becomes  known  to  GoTemor  Clinton, 
probably  through  the  influence  of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  187 — 'His 
commercial  affairs  widely  extended.  Is  engaged  in  shipping  furs  to 
London.  Is  commissioned  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Albany  eounty. 
Begins  to  participate  largely  in  the  political  concerns  of  the  colony,  as 
shown  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Holland  to  the  assembly  from  Schenectady, 
188 — The  exact  date  of  his  wife's  decease  not  known.  Birth  of  a  son — • 
John  Johnson,  and  of  two  daughtera-^Mary  and  Nancy.  Is  rapidly 
gaining  an  ascendency  oyer  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  Manuscript  iettei* 
from  James  Wilson  to  Johnson,  18d — Comprehensire  views  of  Shirley, 
190 — Communicates  them  to  the  government  of  New  York,  191 — The 
duke  of  Newcastle's  letter  laid  before  the  council,  192 — Joyful  reception 
of  these  communications  by  the  legislature  and  people,  198-^Inaction 
of  the  parent  government,  196>~£xpedition  against  Quebeo  abandoned, 
198 — ^Activity  of  the  French,  199 — Alarm  of  the  Norlh  American  seaports 
on  the  approach  of  B'Anville's  fleet,  200 — Quarrel  of  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey  with  Qovemor  Clinton.  Causes  which  led  to  it,  201 — Governer 
Clinton  arrives  in  Albany  to  meet  the  Six  Nations.  Finds  very  few 
Indians  in  attendance,  202 — Rumors  of  a  French  expedition  against 
Schenectady  communicated  to  Clinton  by  Johnson.  204 — Growing  dis-' 
affection  of  the  Six  Nations,  205 — The  Jesuits  succeed  in  gaining  over 
some  of  the  chiefs,  206— Mr.  Clinton  avails  himself^  in  the  Indian 
department,  of  the  services  of  Mr,  Johnson.  Qualifications  of  the  latter 
for  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  207 — Mr.  Johnson  exerts  himself 
Bocceasfully  in  winning  back  tke  friendship  of  the  Confederates.  Pre- 
vails upon  them  to  attend  the  council,  208 — ^Is  adopted  by  the  Mohawks, 
and  invested  with  the  rank  of  a  war  chief,  209 — Receives  from  the 
Mohawks  an  Indian  name.  Enters  Albany  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
Mohawks,  dressed  and  painted  as  a  warrior,  210 — Dr.  Colden  opens  the 
council  with  a  speech,  211 — Reply  of  the  Indians,  213 — An  alliance 
defensive  and  offensive  formed  with  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  21Q — 
Astonishing  ignorance  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  relation  to  affairs  in  New  Eng- 
land, 217 — Efforts  of  the  Canadian  governor  to  neutralize  Mr.  Clinton's 
proceedings,  218— The  Caughnawagas,  instigated  by  the  French,  vainly 
attempt  to  dissuade  the  Six  Nations  from  their  recent  alliance,  219 — 
Impossibility  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  from  their  geographical 
position,  Remaining  neutral,  219. 

CHAPTER  VI. 
1746. 
The  Canadian  Indians  desolate  the  New  England  frontier,  221 — Number 
Four.  Upper  Ashuelet  and  Bernardstown  attacked,  222 — Command  of 
the  posts  west  of  Hoosick  mountain  confided  to  Captain  Ephraim  Williams, 
224— Vaudreuil  invests  Fort  Massachusetts,  225— Bravery  of  the  garri- 
son, 226— Its  captnre,  227 — Remarkable  conduct  of  the  Indians,  228— > 
Active  operations  against  Crown  Point  abandoned,  229 — Mr.  Johnson 
directed  to  organize  war  parties  of  Indians  to  harrass  the  French 
settlements,  280. — The  preparations  of  the  French  for  the  reconquest 
of  Cape  Breton  prove  abortive,  282 — Disasters  to  D'Anville's  fleet, 
288— Suicide  of  D'Estournelle,  234 — Governor  Clinton  returns  to  New* 
York.  Dissatisfaotion  with  the  Indian  commissioners.  The  manage- 
ment  of   the    Indian  department  devolves  chiefly  upon  Mr.  Johnson, 
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286 — Trouble  between  GoYernor  Clinton  and  bis  assembW,  286 — Henry 
Holland,  by  order  of  Colonel  Roberta,  breaks  open  the  pubuo  store  houses 
in  Albany,  288 — The  assembly  urged  to  their  opposition  of  the  governor 
by  De  Lancey,  240 — Holland  declared  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  241 
— RoTiew  of  Holland's  oonduot,  242 — The  Schuylers  take  offenoe  at  the 
growing  influence  of  Johnson,  248 — Johnson  becomes  contractor  for 
supplying  the  Oswego  garrison.  First  step  taken  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  I^gs,  now  Columbia  college,  245— Mr.  De  Lancey  makes 
another  demonstration  against  his  rival,  Dr.  Colden,  246— Johnson  pays 
a  visit  to  Qovemor  Clinton  in  the  autumn.  Receives  firom  the  governor 
ih«  rank  of  colonel.  Is  recommended  by  Clinton,  through  the  duke  of 
Newcastle,  to  his  majesty's  favor,  247 — The  operations  of  the  New  £ng- 
landers  in  Nova  Scotia  end  disastrously.  Inactivity  of  the  enemy  during 
the  winter,  248. 

CHAPTER  Vn. 
1747. 
Shirley  conceives  the  project  of  a  descent  upon  Crown  Point,  249 — New 
Tork  deems  the  plan  impracticable,  260 — Active  correspondence  between 
Clinton  and  Johnson  in  relation  to  the  Indian  service,  251 — Exertions  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  254 — Letter  from  Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton, 
255 — Enumeration  of  scalps  taken  from  the  enemy,  257 — Attack  on 
Charlestown,  N.  H.,  258— Raising  of  the  seige,  260— Rebuilding  of  Fort 
Massachusetts,  261 — Clinton  again  involved  in  controversies  with  his 
legislature,  262 — Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson  regarding  the  disloyalty 
of  some  Albanians.  266 — Mutiny  of  the  levies  at  Saratoga,  267— Report 
of  the  committee,  charged  with  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  the 
governor,  273 — The  attention  of  the  assembly  called  to  the  dinaffection 
among  the  northern  levies.  Reply  of  the  house,  274 — Movements  of 
Sir  Peter  Warren.  Appointed  second  in  command  under  M.  Anson,  275 
— Is  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  white,  277 — Meets 
with  great  success  in  his  cruizes,  and  is  returned  to  parliament,  278. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 
1747. 
Military  affairs  in  the  north  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Desertion  of  the 
troops.  Murders  by  the  enemy,  279— Captain  Chew  defeated  near 
Lake  Champlain  by  M.  Lacose,  and  taken  prisoner.  Schuyler  marches 
to  repel  the  invaders,  280 — ^The  Six  Nations  complain  to  Schuyler.  Clin- 
ton concerts  measures  with  Schuyler  for  relieving  Oswego.  Governor 
Shirley  meditates  an  attaok  upon  Crown  Point,  281 — Clinton  lays  Shir- 
ley's plan  before  the  assembly,  282 — Is  received  coldly,  288 — Activity  of 
the  enemy.  Saratoga  aurrendered.  Johnson  writes  to  Clinton,  284~-He 
demands  a  guard  to  escort  the  stotes  to  Oswego,  286— The  assembly 
reftise  to  allow  them,  287— Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson,  288— High 
estimation  in  which  Johnson  was  held  by  Clinton.  Cause  of  Johnson's 
jealoniiy  toward  Lydius,  291 — Johnson  returns  from  an  expedition  against 
Crown  Point.  The  fort  at  Saratoga  in  danger  of  being  evacuated  through 
want  of  provisions,  292 — ^More  trouble  between  Clinton  and  the  assem- 
bly, 298— Colonel  Roberts  directed  to  send  three  companies  to  Saratoga, 
294r-^oloncd  Johnson  visits  New  York  to  consult  with  the  governor 
respeoting  tko  condition  of  the  .colony.  His  advice,  295-^linton  and 
Shirley  still  cling  te  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point.  The  former 
again  appeals  to  his  legislature  and  dwells  upon  the  views  of  Johnson, 
296— The  assembly  respond  coldly,  299 — The  assembly  in  secret  sitting 
attack  Colonel  Johnson.  Reasons  for  this  attack,  301 — Clinton  charges 
the  house  with  falsehood,  and  adverts  to  the  services  of  Johnson  in 
terms  of  high  praise,  806— The  hopes  of  the  colonies  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  dnke  of  NewoMtle  orders  Clinton  and  Shirley  to  desist  from  the 
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intended  expedition,  810 — ^Trouble  with  James  Parker,  printer  to  the 
assembly,  811 — Clinton  proposes  to  detail  large  bodies  of  the  militia  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  312 — The  assembly  charge  the  governor 
with  inconsistency,  814— Clinton  again  InTolyed  in  controversies  with 
the  assembly  on  the  question  of  prerogative,  815— He  dissolves  tlie 
assembly  much  to  its  surprise,  818 — Review  of  the  controversy,  320 — 
Difficulty  between  Commodore  Knowles  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  on 
the  subject  of  press  gangs.  Shirley's'  house  mobbed,  222 — Order 
restored,  225 — Governor  Clinton  presses  the  command  of  the  northern 
frontier  upon  Colonel  Johnson.  The  latter  is  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
effecting  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  militia.  All  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  826. 

CHAPTER  IX. 
1748. 
Prominence  of  Johnson  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony — Accepts  the  command 
of  the  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  Devotes  himself  to  the 
management  of  the  Indian  department.  Becomes  favorably  known  to 
the  colonial  and  British  government.  Employs  as  his  housekeeper,  Mol- 
ly Brant,  827. — Beneficial  effects  of  this  Indian  alliance,  328. — New 
assembly  chosen.  The  governor's  opening  speech  conciliatory.  Arent 
Stevens  succeeds  Mr.  Bleeker,  deceased,  as  government  interpreter  to 
the  Indians,  829. — The  dissolution  of  the  old  assembly  produces  a  better 
state  of  feeling  in  the  new  one.  The  answer  of  the  council  to  the 
governor's  speech  moved  by  De  Lancey,  830 — Resolutions  passed  for 
repairing  the  fortifications  along  the  frontiers.  Robert  Charles  appointed 
agent  for  the  colony,  to  reside  in  London  with  a  salary  of  £200  per  an- 
num, 331 — The  action  of  the  assembly  attributed  to  a  desire  to  supplant 
Clinton  in  the  gubernatorial  chair  by  Sir  Peter  Warren.  Warren  not  a 
party  to  this  intrigue,  882 — Discontent  of  the  Six  Nations.  Alarming 
intelligence  from  Colonel  Johnson  and  Lieutenant  Lindesay  of  Oswego, 
882 — Colonel  Johnson  directed  by  Clinton  to  make  a  tour  in  the  Indian 
country,  888 — Objects  to  be  attained  by  this  tour,  884 — Johnson  sum- 
mons a  council. of  the  Confederacy  at  Onondaga.  Arrives  at  the  Onon- 
daga castle,  and  meets  with  a  flattering  reception,  885 — Proceedings  of 
Johnson  at  the  council,  886— Communicates  to  the  Indians,  the  intention 
of  Clinton  to  meet  them  at  Albany,  889 — He  recommends  to  the  governor 
strong  legislative  enactments  to  prevent  the  sale  of  rum  to  the  Indians, 
841 — A  grand  council  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  long  in  contempla- 
tion by  Clinton  and  Shirley,  841 — Clinton's  efforts  to  second  Shirley's 
plan  for  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point  fruitless,  842 — Complains  to 
the  lords  of  trade  of  the  continued  encroachments  of  the  assembly  upon 
the  crown.  Lays  before  the  assembly  Colonel  Johnson's  report  of  the 
council  at  Onondaga,  848 — Urges  an  immediate  exchange  of  prisoners. 
The  assembly  recommends  the  sending  of  a  flag  of  truce  to  Canada,  844 — 
Colonel  Beekman  prefers  a  charge  against  the  governor,  344 — Important 
tidings  received  ftrom  Europe,  346 — Letter  from  Clinton  to  Johnson, 
announcing  that  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  signed  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle,  846 — Clinton,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Colden,  arrives  in  Albany  to 
attend  the  grand  council.  Unprecedented  number  of  Indians  present, 
848 — Proceedings  of  the  council  not  important,  849 — Massacre  at  Sche- 
nectady. No  accurate  account  of  it  in  existence,  850 — General  result  of 
the  council  satisfactory,  858 — Heart  rending  tragedy  in  the  town  of 
Hoosiok,  864— The  borders  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  again 
suffer  from  the  enemy,  861 — Narrow  escape  of  Captain  Melvin  and  his 
party,  862 — The  enemy  generally  successful  in  these  border  skirmishes, 
868 — Captain  Eph.  Williams  narrowly  escapes  capture,  864 — Serious 
trouble  among  the  troops  stationed  at  Albany  and  along  the  frontiers. 
The  oommisflioners  reftise  to  execute  thu  orders  of  the  governor,  866-- 
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CoBpIaiiia  of  this  in  a  letUr  to  Colonel  Johnson,  doionnines  to  reassert 
the  prerogative  in  the  strongest  terms,  by  bringing  the  supply -bill  to  a 
direct  issue,  866— The  assembly  refuse  to  grant  it,  868— Various  succes- 
ses of  the  English  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  369 — Definite  treaty  of  peace 
signed  at  Aix  la  Chapelle.  End  of  the  old  French  war,  870— The  Con- 
federates demand  the  release  of  their  braves  in  Canada.  Negotiations 
between  Clinton  and  La  Qalissoni^re  in  relation  to  the  exchange,  871 — 
Embassy  of  M.  Francis  Marie.  Suspicions  of  Johnson,  872 — Mutual 
dissatisfaction  of  all  parties,  878. 

CHAPTER  X. 
1749-1760. 

Johnson  is  entmsied  with  the  transfer  of  the  prisoners.  Success  of  his  nego- 
tiations, 87i— Apprehensions  of  the  Mohawks  artfully  increased  by  La 
Galissoni^re.  Johnson  writes  Clinton  upon  the  subject.  Reply  of  the 
goTemor,  876— Johnson  summons  both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  to  a  con- 
ference. Happy  results,  376-^Trouble  between  the  Indians  and  a  few 
Albany  traders.  Proclamation  of  the  goyernor  in  regard  to  it,  877 — 
Oeneral  exchange  of  prisoners  effected,  877 — Remarkable  energy  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  878— He  thwarts  all  the  plans  of  Qalissoniere  and  his 
priests,  879~-Enoroachments  of  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,  879 — 
Colonel  Johnson  is  appointed  by  the  crown  to  a  seat  in  his  majesty's 
council  for  the  proyinoe  of  New  York,  880-«-Thi8  appointment,  though 
unsought,  by  no  means  a  surprise,  881 — Wranglings  between  the 
governor  and  his  assembly  continue.  The  post  at  Oswego  in  danger  of 
being  given  up.  The  assembly  dissolved  and  writs  issued  for  a  new  one, 
382 — The  assembly  allow  Colonel  Johnson  part  of  the  debt  due  him  for 
provisioning  the  Oswego  garrison,  888 — Contemptible  conduct  of  the 
assembly  toward  Johnson.  Falsely  charges  him  with  peculation,  884 — 
Resignation  of  Johnson  bs  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  The  step 
not  entirely  unexpected  by  Clinton,  886. 

CHAPTER  XI. 
1760-1761. 
The  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  received  by  the  colonies  with  strong  feelings 
of  dissatisfaction,  886— Proves  to  be  a  peace  only  in  name.  Boundaries 
between  the  English  and  French  possessions  left  undetermined,  887 — The 
French  occupy  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  La  Presentation  founded  by  Rev. 
Abb^  Piquet,  888— Sagacity  of  Picquet.  La  Presentation  destroyed  by 
Gage  in  1767,  889 — Jean  Cosur,  a  French  emissaiy,  stirs  up  the  Six  Na- 
tions against  the  Catawbas.  Johnson  advises  Clinton  of  the  fact,  890 — 
Clinton  acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  Johnson,  summons  the  Confed- 
eracy to  meet  the  Catawbas  in  Albany.  Determines  to  have  the  ends  of 
the  oouncil  take  a  wider  scope,  and  asks  the  different  colonial  governors 
to  send  delegates,  891 — Johnson  informs  the  Mohawks  of  the  governor's 
intentions.  The  invitation  of  Thomas  Lee  of  Virginia  declined  by  the  Six 
Nations,  892 — Commissioners  present  at  the  council,  89&^The  Six 
Nations  are  grieved  at  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Johnson.  They 
despatch  a  fleet  runner  for  him,  894 — Johnson  arrives  in  Albany  to 
attend  the  councU.  Is  requested  by  Clinton  to  continue  in  the  charge  of 
the  Indian  department,  but  peremptorialy  declines,  896— Is  willing  to 
render  every  assistance  in  an  individual  capacity,  896— Johnson  takes 
the  oaths  of  office  as  a  eouneillor.  Clinton  opens  the  council,  896— 
Reply  of  the  Confederates.  Address  of  Mr.  Bull,  oommissioner  from 
South  Carolinia,  897— Speech  of  the  Catawba  king  to  the  Six  Nations, 
898 — Treaty  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Catawbas  concluded,  400— 
Clinton  lays  before  his  oouncil  letters  from  Colonel  Johnson  and  Captain 
Stoddard  of  a  startling  nature.  Designs  of  the  French  upon  Oswego, 
402 — Col  Johiison  sent  down  to  the  house  by  tl^e  council  to  demand  oer- 
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tain  Toaofaera.  Th«j  tre  nftiMd,  408 — Chnrlith  tnfttauni  of  the 
gOYernor  by  the  house,  404 — Master  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  Bir. 
GliDton,  405— The  French  plan  farther  enoroaehments  upon  the  territory 
of  New  York.  Meditate  the  establiahmeDt  of  a  missionary  and  military 
post  at  Oswego.  The  design  frustrated  by  Johnson.  The  council  grant 
nim  Onondaga  lake  with  the  land  around  it  for  two  miles  in  width. 
Otherwise  than  this  his  debt  from  the  colony  never  paid,  406. 

CHAPTER  Xn. 
1752-1763. 

Dawning  of  a  new  era  in  American  literature,  407— Johnson  indulges  in 
literary  pursuits,  and  sends  to  London  for  books,  408 — Takes  special 
interest  in  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  Mohawk  childran.  Becomes  a 
prominent  patron  of  the  mission  school  at  Stockbridge,  409 — ^Plaees 
Joseph  Brant  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Eleaxer  Wheelock  at  Lebanon  Ct., 
410 — Closing  years  of  Sir  Peter  Warren.  His  death  announced  to  John- 
son in  a  letter  from  his  brother  Warren  Johnson,  411 — ^William  Smith 
appointed  to  the  seat  at  the  council  board,  left  recant  by  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren's decease,  412— Principal  features  of  the  new  assembly,  418 — Clin- 
ton consults  Colonel  Johnson  in  the  appointment  of  a  new  board  of 
Indian  commissioners,  414 — Fees  of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  415 — ^He 
ceases  his  opposition  to  the  goTemor,  416— Difficulty  in  collecting  the 

'  Oswego  duties  John  De  Peyster  and  Peter  Schuyler  Jr.  charged  with 
peculation.  Johnson  requested  to  sift  the  matter,  416-^Make8  his 
report,  417 — Hostile  Indians  etill  hoTer  along  the  northern  frontier,  A 
party  of  St.  Francis  Indians  surprise  and  capture  John  Stark,  for- 
ward the  hero  of  Bennington,  418 — Clinton's  opening  message  to  the 
assembly,  418 — French  again  aetiye,  419 — Johnson  apprised  of  the  moTc- 
ments  of  the  enemy.  Alarm  of  the  Six  Nations,  420— Indian  affairs 
sadly  neglected  since  the  resignation  of  Johnson.  King  Hendrik  risits 
Clinton  in  New  York.  Complains  bitterly  of  the  frauds  to  which  the 
Indians  were  subjected  in  the  sale  of  their  lands,  421 — Reply  of  the 
governor.  Disgust  of  Hendrik,  422 — The  general  assembly  request 
Clinton  to  send  Johnson  to  Onondaga  to  pacify  the  Six  Nations,  424 — 
Johnson  summons  the  Mohawks  to  Mount  Johnson,  425 — Sets  out  on  hla 
mission,  426— Conference  at  Onondaga  attended  with  happy  results,  427 — 
ArriTal  of  Sir  DauTors  Osborne  as  the  successor  of  Qorernor  Clinton, 
428 — Strange  conduct  of  the  new  goTcmor.  He  commits  suicide.  Sus- 
picions of  foul  play  clearly  without  foundation,  429 — Mr.  De  Lancey 
takes  the  reins  of  government,  430 — His  opening  message  to  the  assem- 
bly, 481— Change  in  the  administration  productive  of  one  good  result, 
488~*Death  of  Qovernor  Clinton.     His  character,  484. 

CHAPTER  Xm. 

1753-1754. 

Period  reached  when  the  active  public  life  of  Colonel  Johnson  begins, 
486-^laims  of  England  and  France  to  the  Ohio  valley,  436— Formation 
of  the  Ohio  company,  487 — Christopher  Qist  sent  to  explore  the  country. 
Commissioners  treat  at  Logstown  with  the  Mingoes  and  Shawanese,  438— 
The  French  call  to  their  aid  the  spiritual  arm,  439 — La  Jonqu^re  seizes 
the  English  traders.  George  WasMngton  sent  by  Governor  Dinwiddie 
to  remonstrate  with  the  French  commander,  440 — His  reception  by  St. 
Pierre,  441 — ^Mr.  De  Lancey  informs  the  assembly  of  the  encroachments 
of  theFranch,  441 — ^Niggardly  spirit  of  the  assembly,  442 — The  lieuten- 
ant governor  answers  the  quibbles  of  the  assembly  and  prorogues  that 
body,  444 — Virginia  raises  a  regioiient  of  six  hundred  men,  445— Wash- 
ington with  his  troops  reaches  Will's  creek,  446 — The  fort  at  the  Monon- 
ga£ela  captured  by  Contreeosur,  who  names  it  Du  Quesne,  447— Washing- 
-^^«*  *^  pn^  on  his  guard  by  tJhehalf  king,  447^-Defeats  De  Jummville. 
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BolUsA  fbri  at  Um  Qrmi  MmmI^ws  whhk  he  etAM  Fort  NMOMitdr,  448-- 
Sunrenden  Fort  Ntocfltiij  to  De  yiUi0r8.  Tlie  Frontii  l«ft  in  uadUpated 
poeswtua  of  tbe  basin  of  fclio  OMo,  440. 

CHAPTEK  XIV. 
1754. 
ConpeM  of  ionmlBtionen  assemble  at  Albany.  Its  objeet^  46<^-««GoU^e8 
represented.  Backwardness  of  the  Six  Nations  in  ariXTinc.  Jealousy 
of  tbe  Indian  eommissioners  toward  Johnson,  451 — True  oause  of  the 
reluctance  of  the  Indians  to  attend  the  eouncil.  Lieutenant  Qovernor 
Be  Lanoey  called  to  the  chair,  452*-Opening  speech  of  De  Lanoey  to  the 
Indians,  45^^Ki^g  Hendrik  replies,  454 — The  venerable  Mohawk  brave 
utters  a  scathing  phillipic,  456 — Speech  of  his  brother  Abraham. 
Desires  i^at  Colonel  Johnson  may  be  reinstated.  Biting  irony  of  his 
speech,  456 — Johnson  prepares  an  answer,  which  is  delivered  by  the 
lieutenant  governor,  457— Johnson,  at  tbe  request  of  the  commissioners, 
submits  a  paper  on  the  management  of  the  Six  Nations,  458 — Measures 
urged  by  him,  459— Origin  of  the  Wyoming  lands,  460— The  Con- 
necticut delegates  purchase  the  lands  of  the  Six  Nations.  Extent  of  the 
land  thus  purchased,  464 — Plan  of  a  general  federal  union  taken  Into 
consideration,  465 — ^Plan  not  adopted.  Why  it  was  not,  466 — Savkge 
hordes  let  loose  upon  the  whole  frontier.  The  storm  bursts  with  all  its 
*fury»  467 — Dutch  Hoosio  burned  by  Schaghtieoke  Indians.  Vigorous 
measures  of  Shirley,  46S — Captain  Bphralm  Williams  given  a  command 
with  th^  rank  of  migor.  De  Lancey  vies  with  Shirley  in  efficient  pre- 
parations for  defence,  469 — The  French  meditate  a  descent  upon  the 
iower  settlements.  Johnson  places  the  militia  in  a  condition  for  efficient 
aervice.  Difficulties  between  the  militia  and  regulars  at  Schenectady, 
470-^De  Lancey  announces  to  the  general  assembly  the  defeat  of  Wash- 
ington at  the  Great  Meadows,  471-^ Want  of  harmony  in  the  assembly, 
472 — Origin  of  the  famous  college  controversy,  472— The  church  party 
writhe  under  the  lash  of  William  Livingstone,  474 — Charter  of  the  col- 
lege granted  by  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancey.  He  and  Johnson 
become  warm  mends,  475 — Rev.  Mr.  Barclay  resigns  his  post  among 
the  Mohawks  for  the  rectorate  of  Trinity  Church,  476— A  fort  oil  the 
Hudson  river  above  Alba&y  ordered  to  be  built,  477-— End  of  the  college 
controversy^  47S. 

GHAPTBR  XV. 

1755. 

VaadUatiiig  oowse  of  the  NawAastle  Bunistrr.  Edward  Braddock  sent  to 
Asserica  ffith  two  regiments,  479— Dieskau  and  VaudreuU  arrive  at 
iluebae.  Sfuvendarof  two  French  laen-of-war.-  General  assembly  again 
convaaedi  48<>— Johnson  arrives  in  New  York  to  take  his  seat  at  the 
counHl  beasd.  Delivers  to  the  lieatenant  gevernox  a  letter  from  the 
Mohawks,  481«^hirlty  again  agitates  the  question  of  a  descent  on 
Crown  Point.  Thomas  Pownal  sent  as  commissioner  to  New  York. 
Meete  with  a  cold  reception,.  i|S2-- Brwideok  calls  a  conference  at  Alex* 
andria.  Four  separate  expeditkcis  against  the  French  planned,  488 — 
Johnson  receives  the  command  of  one  of  them,  with   the  rank  of   migor 

Sneral.  Form  of  his  commission.  Receives  also  the  appotntment  of 
dian  affairs,  484 — Summons  the  Confederacy  to  a  grand  cotfneil  at 
Mount  Johnson.  Informs  the  Indians  of  the  arrival  of  General  Brad- 
dock,  485— The  Confederacy,  through  Hendrik,  express  great  satisfac- 
tion at  his  being*'  again  raised  up,"  486— Johnson,  by  a  stirring  speech, 
persuades  them  to  take  up  arms  in  favor  of  the  Knglish,  488— Snirlev 
hastens  to  Boston  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his  command, 
489 — ^The  assMnbly  of  New  York,  urged  by  De  Lancey.  enter  with  alac- 
rity into  tbe  work  of  raising  troops  for  Msjor  General  Johnson,  490 — 
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Conquest  of  Aoadis,  491 — diarttoftcr  of  tho  AoAdiaas,  492— Brntalitr  of 
Oonerftl  Monokton,  498— -Cruel  His  of  the  Aoftdiant,  494— BzpediiioB  of 
Braddoek,  494— His  defeat,  496— The  half  king  at  the  solwitotion  of 
Johnson,  offers  his  senrices  to  Braddoek,  and  is  refused,  497— The  Frenoh 
prevail  on  seyeral  Indian  trib,e8  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  Susquehannas 
and  Catawbas  remain  faithfUl j  498— Shirley's  expedition  against  Niagara, 
49B— It  proTes  abortive,  490— All  ejes  turned  to  the  expsditiea  undor 
MMiot  Qenural  Johaeoa,  600. 

CHAPTBB  XVL 
1766. 
The  foroes  destined  against  Crown  Point  assemble  at  Albany.  General 
Lyman  is  sent  forward  with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops.  Johnsonl 
delayed  by  the  leaky  condition  of  the  bateaux,  501— Difficulty  between 
himself  and  Shirley.  Shirley's  conduct,  502 — He  is  piqued  at  the  seem- 
ing neglect  shown  to  his  position,  504— Johnson  heals  the  dissensions 
sown  among  the  IndisAs  by  Lydius.  Arrives  at  the  great  carrying 
place,  accompanied  by  Hendrik  and  Brant,  505— The  New  England 
troops  bum  to  retrieve  the  disgrace  of  Braddook's  defeat.  General 
Lyman  builds  Fort  Edward,  506— John  son  reaches  Lake  St.  Sacrament,  and 
names  it  Lake  George.  Is  Joined  by  Lyman,  507— His  dissappointment 
at  finding  so  few  of  the  Six  Nations  at  the  lake.  Hendrik  attributes  itto 
Shirley,  608— Johnson's  plan  of  operations,  510— Movements  of  Dieskao. 
A  courier  sent  out  by  Johnson  killed  by  the  enemy,  511— -A  council  of 
war  called.  Hendrik's  advice,  512 — Bieskau  arranges  an  ambuscade. 
Deaths  of  Hendrik  and  Williams,  618— The  French  fail  to  take  advant- 
age of  their  first  success.  The  attack  on  Johnson's  camp  begun  by  the 
French  regulars,  514 — Dieskan  attempts  to  turn  Johnson's  right.  He  fails. 
Desperate  fighting  by  the  Provincials,  515 — Utter  route  of  the  French. 
Dieskau,  seriously  wounded,  is  taken  prisoner.  Last  words  of  Gardeur  St. 
Pitoe,  616— General  Johnson  receives  a  severe  wound  and  is  forced  to  re- 
tire to  his  tent.  Captain  Maginnis  defeats  the  remnants  of  the  French  armpr 
at  Bocky  Brook,  517 — Losses  of  the  English  and  French.  Singular  histori- 
cal fact,  not  generally  known,  517^-Johnson  sends  circular  letters  to 
the  colonial  governors.  His  treatment  of  Shirley  vindicated,  the 
Indians  return  home,  518— Building  of  Fort  William  Henry.  Want  of 
alacrity  shown  by  the  New  England  troops,  619— Efforts  of  Johnson  to 
allay  all  jealousy,  520— Favorable  opinion  of  Johnson  by  a  New  England 
officer.  Scouting  partiee,  under  Bogers,  annoy  the  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  of  Crown  Point.  Johnson  disbands  his  army  and  returns  to 
Mount  Johnson,  521 — He  is  severely  censured.  Eeview  of  Ids  conduct, 
621 — Manuscript  letters  now  first  brought  to  light,  afford  a  oosBplete 
vindioation  of  his  conduct,  628— He  is  created  a  Baronet  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  receives  the  thanks  of  parliament.  Is  greeted  with  an  illumi- 
nation and  a  triumphal  procession  by  the  dtisens  of  New  Tork,  626 — 
Summing  up  of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Lake  George,  626. 

CHAPTBB  XVn. 

1755-1756. 
Bir  Charles  Hardy  arrives  in  New  Tork  as  the  successor  of  Sir  Danvert 
Osborne.  His  first  messMe  to  the  assembly,  530— Good  feeling  between 
the  new  governor  and  his  legislature,  581-*Hardy  appoints  a  day 
of  thanksgiving,  and  sets  out  for  Albany  to  hasten  the  departure  of  the 
levies  582— Accomplishes  little  by  the  visit.  Announces  to  the  assembly 
Johnson's  victory  over  Dieskau.  Demands  the  settlement  of  a  perma- 
nent revenue  on  a  solid  foundation.  The  assembly  iJlude  especially  to 
the  advantage  gained  by  Johnson,  688— Governor  Hardy's  demand  for  a 
permanent  support  met  with  quiet  indifference,  584— The  St.  Franoit 
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Iiidi»n8  reranie  their  ineunions  in  the  Now  Hampshire  border,  68&*- 
jShirl^,  now  eommander^in-ohief  of  the  forces  In  America,  arriTes  in 
New  York  and  summons  a  grand  congress  of  colonial  governors,  686— 
Lays  before  it  his  plan  for  the  next  year's  campaign,  which  meets  with 
the  general  approval  of  the  congress,  687 — The  assembly  of  New  York 
look  coldly  upon  the  proposed  expedition  against  Tioonderoga,  and 
Shirley,  in  disrast,  returns  to  Boston,  688— Tart  correspondence  between 
Johnson  and  Shirley,  688— The  latter  yields  the  point,  689— Johnson  is 
appointed  by  the  crown,  <*  solb  suvsninTXvnivT  or  tarn  avf Ains  ov  tbx 

SIX  XAnOXS  AX1>  OTBXn  XOnTHXXX  IXI>IAXS,*'640. 


APPENDIX. 

L  Letter  firom  Colonel  William  L.  Stone  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
Senecas,  acknowledging  his  adoption  as  a  chief  of  that  nation,  641. 

IL  "A  memorandum  for  trifles  sent  to  London  for  through Cuitaia  Knox.*' 
by  Sir  William  Johnson,  646. 

m.  Sketok  of  Colonel  Ephrsim  Wniiams,  647. 

lY.  Sketch  of  King  Hendrick,  649. 

Y.  Sketch  of  Fort  William  Henry  (engraving)  668. 

▼L  Manosoript  letter;  Sir  William  Baker  to  Sir  WilUun  Johnton,  564. 
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SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON.  BART. 


OHAPTJIR  I. 
1534—1741. 


The  atinalistis  tbe  narrator  of  events  in  gkb^  order  of  ohaf. 
time:  the  biographer  is  a  relator,  not  of  the  history  of  ^-v-' 
n^ons,  but  of  the  actions  of  particular  persons:  the  ^^^^ 
office  of  the  historian  is  to  digest  and  record  facts  and 
events  in  a  narrative  style,  bat  of  yet  greater  secnrity  and 
dignity.  Such,  at  least,  should  be  the  office  of  the  writer 
who  aspires  to  the  more  elevated  walks  of  history.  It  is 
not  intended  tiiat  the  present  work  shall  be  confined  witiiin 
the  limits  of  either  of  the  preceding  definitiohs;  but  rather 
that  it  shdU  to  an  humble  e^etent,  combine  the  characteristics 
of  all;  Were  it  strictly  biographical,  it  would  be  in  order 
to  introduce  the  principal  personage  concerning  whom  it 
is  written,  upon  the  stage  of  action  in  his  own  proper  per- 
8(m,  ^t  tiie  outset,  ^t,  a«  the  life  of  Sir  William  John- 
son was,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  identified  with  the 
•Indian  history  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  it  seems  to  be 
neoesaaxy,  in  order  to  a  proper  underatauding  of  the^  rela- 
tions subsisting  between  the  English  and  the  Bix  iSTatioBS, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  head  of  the 
Indian  Bepartment^ — and  in  order,  also^  that  ihe  difficul- 
ties he  was  required  to  surmount  may  be  adequately  ap- 
preciated,— to  give  a  summary  review  of  the  intricate 
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cur.  and  curionsly  interblended  history  of  the  IroqnoiB  Con- 
'federacj,  as  connected  ^th  the  English  and  French  colo- 
nies, from  the  time  of  the  Butch  conquest,  and  the  cession 
of  the  colony  to  the  Bake  of  York,  down  to  the  year  in 
which  Johnson,  in  his  youth,  established  his  residence  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  French,  from  the  day  of 
their  arrival  in  the  St  Lawrence  to  the  hA\  of  their  power 
in  America,  were  generally  more  successftil  in  winning 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  Indians  with  whom 
they  came  into  immediate  contact,  than  any  other  Euro- 
pean people,  not  even  excepting  the  Butch.  Their  traders 
threaded  the  forests,  and  navigated  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
from  the  Qulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Belta  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi^—planting  posts  among  them  at  pleasure,  adopt- 
ing their  habits,  and  intennanying  with  their  women. 
Their  missionaries  went  forth  unarmed  and  alone,  every- 
where ezhibit^g  the  piost  beautiftil  examples  of  patimioe, 
meekness,  and  self-denial ;  and,  with  rare  exceptions,  gain- 
ing ttie  confi4ance  of  even  the  most  savage  h<»des  whom 
they  epcountered.  Slill  there  was  one  exception  to  this 
general  success ;  and  the  time  was  long  after  their  estab- 
lishn^ent  in  Canada,  before  they  succeeded  in  making 
any  ftvorable  impressions  upon  the  Iroquois*  This  delay 
was  probably  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  when  the 
French  first  ascended  the  St*  Lawrence,  they  found  the 
Confederates,  upon  whom  they  bestowed  that  name,^  at 
war  with  the  Hurons  and  Adirondacks,  or  Algonguins, — 
with  which  latter  nations  their  first  amicable  relations  were 
established,  and  as  the  allies  of  whom,  under  Champlain, 

>  «•  Iro<iaoi0,'*  I  HMd  seawely  remMrk,  WM  tiot  sa  Inditii,  Imi  4  FrtMh 
BMM.  The  TiT6  NaU«bs  called  themselTet  **Afuanu  Sckiotu^*'  w  « 2%« 
VmUd  PiopleJ'^  Iroqnoit  Is  a  generic  term,  bestowed  by  the  French  on 
tbai  type  of  langnagea  of  whicli  tbe  TWe  Kations— the  Tnacaroraa,  and, 
criginaUy,  the  Wyandots,  spoke  dialects.  The  tent,  howersf ,  was  early 
rettrlded  to  the  two  for|ner;  and  the  latter,  for  distfaMUom's  sake,  aid 
owiag  to  strikisg  ercats  l|»  ^eir  history,  wefe  called  Hurons. 
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tfa€y  engaged  in  the  eontest.    The  epnsequenee  of  thatcwr. 
allianoe  wae  a  bitter  hostilily  on  the  part  of  the  Iroquoia  v»^r^ 
tofward  the  IVeneh,  which  ccNatmued  until  after  the  con-  ^^^ 
qneat  of  New  York  from  the  Dutch,  in  1664.^    During  leei. 
Oat  long  period  even  the  artful  JeaoitB  £uled  to  make 
an  J  conaiderable  impreaaion  upon  them,-^  especially  upon    . 
tbe  MohawkS)  at  whose  hands  three  of  their  number  auf- 
&i«d  martyrdom  with  &e  apirit  of  a  primitive  apoatle.' 
More  than  <moe,  likewise,  before  and  after  Ihat  date,  thf 
LtHjuoia  swept  over  the  French  settLemtents  with  the  toroh 
and  tomahawk,  tracking  their  paths  in  blood,  and  cany* 
lag  eonstemalion  even  to  the  gates  of  Quebec.    But  the 
French  and  Adirondacks  having  successively  invaded  Ihe 
eoimtiy  of  the  Mohawks  with  a  strong  force,  in  the  spring 
of  1666,  a  peace  was  eoncludod  in  the  following  year, 
thioogh  the  inflnenee,  in  ehiei^  of  the  English  eoloniid 
gcyvemniient,  acting  in  ohadience  to  mstmctiozis  from  the 
Didce  of  Yerky-^afterwaird  Sing  James  IL, — to  who9i 
the  colony  had  been  granted  by  his  brother,  the  seoond 
Ohatiea,  of  profligate  memory. 

The  first  three  En^ish  governors  of  the  colony,  or 
nrther  lieutenants  ef  the  Duke  of  York,  viz :  Colonels 
NiehoUs,  Lovelace,  and  Mi^,  afterward  Sir  Edmund 
Androes,  bestowed  but  ineonadmible  attention  upon  tlie 
Five  Hations,'  noi  seeming  to  appreciaite  either  the  impop- 

1  nr.  OoUes't  JfcMotr  ••  CiU  IWr  Trmfh. 

sFftUi«r  Joqnw,  Br^bttaf,  And  Lftll«BS3i4.  Vid«  Baaoroft's  VmiUi 
SUtUt,  VOL  m,  pp.  1^6-142. 

*Nidio1U,  tkelhrfliSng^bh  ^9tmmm,  wm  ths  otBoaaiidcr  of  tks  mxpM^ 
iioft  to  whom  Oov«mor  Biu/reauii  Q«pitalAied»  An^iuit  iwtttiyo0vrsBUi« 
1664.  IVanois  LoTelace,  a  oolonel,  auooeeded  KiohoUt  in  1667.  Ha  waa  % 
man  of  modaration,  under  whom  the  people  lired  rery  liappUy  until  the  ra- 
sarreadar  of  tha  oalonj  to  the  Dotoh,  whioh  ended  his  adminlBtration  in  1678. 
Bat  on  the  peace  hetwaan  the  Bngliah  and  the  states  general,  in  Febraarj, 
1674,  the  eolony  rerarted  baok  to  England ;  and  M^or  Andross  (aftanrard 
Sir  Sdarand),  was  appointad  to  the  goranaiMit ;  the  prtfiaaa  halngraslgand 
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OBAP.  tance  of  their  trade,  or  of  thdur  friendship.^  BtiU,  the 
w^^  mortal  hatred  thej  had  borne  the  French,  inclined  them 
**^  rather  to  prefer  the  MendBhip  of  the  English.  But  the 
Duke  of  York,  in  his  affection  for  the  Church  of  Rome, 
shutting  his  eyes  to  what  unquestionably  should  have  been 
the  true  policy  of  the  English  toward  the  Indians,  had 
conceiyed  the  idea  of  handing  the  Confederates  over  to 
the  Holy  See,  as  converts  to  its  forms,  if  not  to  its  faith. 
X(^7.  Hence  the  efforts  to  mediate  the  peace  between  the  Iix>* 
quois  and  the  French,  of  1667 ;  which  were  followed  by 
invitations  to  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  from  tiie  English^ 
to  settle  among  the  Confederates,  and  by  persuasions  ta 
tiie  latter  to  receive  them.  The  Mohawks  were  either  too 
wise,  or  too  bitter  in  spirit  toward  the  French,  to  listen  to 
the  proposal.  But  not  so  with  the  other  na;tions  of  the 
alliance ;  and  the  Oneidaa,  Onondagas,  Cayugas  and  Sene-s 
cas  opened  their  arms  to  the  insidious  strangers  in  holy 
garb,  causing  infinite  mischief  in  after  years,' as  will  appear 
in  the  sequel. 

This  peace  of  1667  continued  several  years,  during 
Which  time  both  the  English  and  French  prosecuted  their 
trade  with*  the  Indians  to  a  great  and  profitable  extent. 
The  French,  espeeiallyy  evinced  a  degree  of  energy,  aad  a 
8pii*it  of  enterprise,  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
coloniea^n  -^planting  their  trading  posts,  under  the  lead 
of  the  adventurous  La  Salle,  at  all  the  commanding  points 
of  the  great  lakes,  and  across  the  country  of  the  Illinois 
to  the  Mississippi ;  and  stealing  the  hearts  of  the  Indians 
through  the  arts  of  the  crafty  ministers  of  the  order  of 
Jesus^  whom  they  sprinkled. among  the  principal  nations 


to  him  in  October  following.  Andross  continued  in  tlie  goTemment  of  New 
York  until  1682.  In  1686  he  was  appointed  by  King  James  to  the  gOTern- 
ment  of  Ne^ir  England,  where  he  displayed  m  tyrannical  disposition.  In 
1688  New  Tork  was  annexed  to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  England. 

1  Soiih's  MUiorf  qf  JfiW  York. 
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over  the  whole  country  of  the  eljqjloration.    By  these  b6ld  o»af. 
advances  deep  into  fee  interior,  and  the  insidious  wiles  v-v^ 
whi<5h  everywhere  characterized  -  their  movements,  the  ^   ^' 
French  acquired  a  decided  advantage  ov^  the  English 
colonists  in  the  fur  trade,  which  it  was  evidently  their 
design  excluisively  to  engross;  while  the  dfrect  tendency 
of  the  Duke  of  York's  policy,  originating  in  tlindness 
and  bigotry.  Was  to  produce  exactly  the  same  result. 

The  error  was  soon  perceived  by  Colonel  Dongan,  who  less. 
arrived  in  the  colony  as  the  successor  of  Major  Andross, 
in  1688.  Though  his  religious  fiwth  was  in  harmony  ^th 
that  of  his  royal  master,  he  nevertheless  possessed  an  en- 
larged understanding,  with  a  disposition,  as  a  cnvil  governor, 
to  look  more  closely  after  the  inlierests  of  the  crown  tkan 
those  of  the  crosier;  He  had  not  been  long  at  the  head  of 
Ihe  colony,  before  he  perceived  the  Eiiiitakes  of  his  prede^ 
cessors  in  the  conduct  of  its  Indian  relatione.  In  fighting 
men,  the  Five  I^ations  at  that  time  numbered  ten  times 
more  than  they  did  half  a  tsen^ry  afterword;^  and  the 
governor  saw  at  oiice  their  importance  as  a  wall  of  s^n^ 
ration  between  the  Ehglish  Cblotiies  and  the  French*  He 
saw,  also,  the  importance  of  tiheir  trade,  whidbi  the  JeM% 
priests  were  largely  infltiential  in  diverting  to  Ganadti. 
He  sdw  that  Ml  de  €ouTCelles  had  erected  a  fort  at  Oad»- 
raqui,  within  the*  territory  of  flie  ifoijubis,  on  tiiendrth 
side  of  Lake  Ontario,*  and  ttiat  La  Salle  had  built  a  bark 
of  ten  tons  upon  tiliat  lake,  and  another  of  fifty  upon  Lake 
X2rie;  planting,  also,  a  stockade  at  Kiagara.  He  sawtl^at 
the  French  were  intercepting  the  trade  of  the  Euglish 
upon  the  lakes,  and  that  the  priests  had  succeeded  in 


1  Memoir  of  Df .  CqUdeu^  conoerning  the  fqr  trade»  presented  to  Got.  :pur» 
neii,  in  1724. 

'The  site  of  Kingston,  Canada  West. 
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-^  -  *  seducing  nambero  of  Hie  Molumrks  and  river  ladians^  away. 
wvr-'  from  their  own  countiy,  aiid  -planting  their  coloniee  upon 
^  the  banka  of  the  St  Lawrence,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Montreal,  through  whpee  agency  an  illicit  trade  had  been 
establiBhed  with  the  dty  of  Albany,  by  reason  of  which 
Montreal,  inateod  of  Albany,  wae  becoming  the  principal 
depot  of  the  Indian  trade.'  He  aaw,  in  a  word,  that  the  eub- 
tlefoUowere  of  Ignatius  Loyola  were  rapidly  alienatiog 
tiie  affecticma  oi  tibe  Oonfdderatea  £tom  the  English  and 
Izanafcaxing  them  to  the  French,'  iind  that  unless  the 
policy  respecting  them  was  ehaaaged,  ^  influence  of  the 
En^ish  would,  at  no  distant  day,  be  at  an  end  with  them^ 
Hot  had  the  priests  confined  their  efforts  simply  to  moral 
anaaion;  but  as  though  aamai^  to  aepaiate  the  Confede- 
rates from  the  Soglish  at  a  blow,  and  by  a  gulf  so  wide 
and  deep  as  to  be  impassable,  they  had  instigated  them  to 
oommil  positihre  hostilities  upon  the  frontier  settlement^ 
of  Maiyland  and  Virginia. 

Haring  made  himself  tibouroughly  acquainted  wilh  these 
matters,  Odonel  Boi^^  lost  no  time  inseeking  to  ooun* 
torvail  the  JAfluence  of  the  Vrenehf  and  to  bring  back  the 
Indians  to  a  e<»difd  undeawtamding  wiih  his  own  people* 
SQs  instractions  from  home  were  to  encouiiage  the  Jesuit 
aMMdonaries.  These  he  not  osdy  disregarded,  but  he 
ordered  the  missionaries  away,  and  foribade  the  Fi^e 
Kations  to  eaiteztsm  them*^  It  is  true  this  order  was 
sever  enforced  to  the  lettcir,  —  the  priest«,  —  some  of 

^  The  Mahiokanden,  or  Stookl>ridge  Indians.  This  tribe  was  composed 
of  Mohegans,  Iffamgaasotts,  the  Varsn^gton  Indiaas,  and  reftagees  from 
iwlhat  wm  eafied  iha  Bevwi  Kations  of  Qsueotmt  Indians,  who,  Seeing 
before  the  maroh  of  oiTilisation  in  New  England,  nnited  with  the  Sohaghti-  ' 
koke  Indians,  and  afterward  settled  together,  as  one  people,  at  Stock - 
bridge,  and  subsequently  were  generally  known  as  the  **  Hirer  Indians." 

*  Dr.  Colden's  memorial. 

>  Idem. 

«  Smith's  jBiffofy  of  Jfiw  York. 
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Hxem  at  least^-^mttiiitainmg  a  foothold  at  several  points 
of  the  Gonfederacyy — dnbions,  at  times,  certamly,--^at^-v-' 
yet  maintaining  it  for  thre^qnarters  of  a  cMitory  after-  ^^^* 
ward.    Stilly  the  measures  of  conciliation  adopted  by  del* 
onel  Dongan,  made  a  strong  and  &voral>le  impression  npon 
Hie  Indians. 

Ayailing  himself  of  tiie  difficolty  between  the  Oonfed'*  1684. 
erates  and  Virginia,  consequent  npon  the  outrages  jnst 
adyerted  to  as  having  been  instigated  by  the  jniests,  Col- 
onel Dongan  was  instramentid  in  procnring  a  convention 
of  the  Five  Nations,  at  Albany,  in  1684,  to  meet  Lord 
Howard  of  Effingham,  Governor  of  Virginia,  at  which  he 
(Dongan),  was  likewise  present  This  meeting,  or  conncil^ 
was  attended  by  tiie  happiest  results.  The  difficulties 
with  Virg^ia  were  adjusted  and  a  covenant  made  with 
Lord  Howard  for  preventing  fhrther  depredations.  ^  But 
what  was  of  yet  greater  importance.  Colonel  Dongan 
succeeded  in  completely  gaining  the  affiactions  of  the 
Indians,  who  conceived  for  him  the  wannest  esteem. 
Thejr  even  asked  that  the  arms  of  the  Duke  of  York 
might  be  put  upon  their  castles ; — a  request  which  it  need 
not  be  said  was  most  readily  complied  with,  since  should 
it  afterwards  become  necessary,  the  governor  might  find 
H  convenient  to  construe  it  into  an  act  of  at  least  partial 
submission  to  English  authority,  although  it  has  been 
asserted  that  the  Indians  themselves  looked  upon  the 
ducal  insignia  as  a  sort  of  charm,  tiiat  might  protect 
Ihem  against  the  French.' 

There  was  likewise  another  fortunate  concurrence  of 
events  just  at  that  time  which  revived  all  the  ancient  ani'- 
mosity  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French.  While  the 
conferences  between  Lord  Howard  and  the  Indians  were 
yet  in  |»x>gressy  a  message  was  received  from  M.  De  la 

I  SnitJi'*  muoff  c/JSTew  Fork. 

s  ColdMi's  Sut9rf  0/  thi  Jl9«  ffmiiotu. 
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.  Barrej  the  Ghovemor  of  Canadii,  complainiiig  of  the  con- 
w^^w  duct  of  the  Senecas  in  prosecuting  hostilities  against  the 
1684.  j|£^]2iies  Bioi  other  western  nations  in  alUance  with  the 
French,  and  thus  interrupting  their  trade*  Colonel  Don- 
gan  communicated  the  message  to  the  Iroquois  chie&,  who 
retorted  by  charging  the  French  with  supplying  theiu 
enemies  with  all  their  munitionB  of  war.  "  Onontio* 
calls  us  children,"  said  they,  '^and  at  the  same  time  sends 
powder  to  our  enemiestokillus!"  ThiscoUisionjesulted 
in  open  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French,— ^the 
latter  sending  to  France  for  powerftd  reinforcements, 
with  the  design  Qf  an  entire  subjugation  of  the  former 
in  the  ensuing  year.  Meantime  the  Ftendi  Catholics 
continued'  to  procure  letters  from  the  Duke  of  York  to 
his  lieutenant,  commanding  him  to  ky  no  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  invaders.  But  these  commands  were  again 
disregarded.  Dongan  apprised  the  Iroquois  of  the  designs 
of  the  French,  not  only  to  march  against  them  with  a 
strong  army, but  simultaneously  to  bring  downuponthem* 
the  western  Indians  in  their;  interest/  The  English  gov- 
ernor abo  promised  to  assist  them  if  necessary. 
1C86.  Thus  by  the  wisdom,  and  the  strong  sense  of  justicse,  of 
Cdonel  Dongan^  was  the  cham  of  friendship  between 
Qie  English  and  the  Five  Ifation«f,  brightened,  a^d  the 
iBOSt  amicable  relationsre-established-  Tot  for  the  course 
h^  had  taken,  he  fell  under  the  d^fqpleasure  of  his  bigoted 
inaater  on  his  accession  to  the  th]:one,.in  1685.' 

It  is  not,  of  course,  within  the  purpose  of  this  retrospect, 
to  trace  tl^e  -progress  of  the  long  ^nd  cruel  wars  that  suc- 
4)eeded  tl^  uegotial^ons  betw^n  Colonel  Doi^gan  and 

1  Tho  Bame  hy  which  the  Iroquois  were  wont  to  speak  of  the  French 
governors  of  Canada. 

'  *  Colonel  nongan  continued  in  the-  govemmetit  of  the  colony  from  1668 
to  1688.  He  was  highly  respected  as  goyernor,  being  upright,  discreet  and 
of  accomplished  manners.  He  gave  the  colony  Hs  first  legislailTe  < 
bly,  and  after  his  return  home  became  Earl  of  Idmeriok. 
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the  ConfederateB.    Briefly  it  may  be  said,  in  respect  to  cbap. 
the  expedition  of  M.  de  la  Barre,  that  it  failed  by  reason  >«v-' 
of  sickness  in  his  army  at  Cadaraqui,  before  crossing  the  ^®®^' 
lake.     He  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  Canada 
by  the   Marquis  Denonville,   who   invaded   the   Seneca 
country  in  1687  with  a  powerfiil  force ;  gaining,  however,  1687. 
such  a  victory  over  the  Indians,  in  the  Genesee  Valley,  as 
led  to  an  inglorious  retreat.    This  invasion  was  speedily 
recompensed  by  the  Confederates,  who  descended  upon  the 
French  settlements  of  the  St  Lawrence  like  a  tempest  and 
struck  a  blow  of  terrible  vengeance  upon  Montreal  itself. 

Kew  York,  was  at  this  time,  torn  by  the  intestine  commo- 
tions incident  to  the  revolution  which  drove  the  Stuarts 
from  the  English  throne,  and  ended  the  power  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  colony.  It  was  a  consequence  of  these 
divisions,  that  the  English  could  afford  the  Indians  no 
assistance  in  their  invasion  of  Canada,  at  that  time,  else 
that  country  would  then  doubtiess  have  been  wrested  from 
the  crown  of  France.  But  the  achievements  of  the 
Indians  were,  nevertheless,  most  important  for  the  colony 
of  New  York,  the  subjugation  of  which  was  at  that  pre- 
cise conjuncture  meditated  by  France,  and  a  combined 
expedition  by  land  and  sea,  was  undertaken  for  that  pur- 
pose,— Admiral  Cafbiere  commanding  the  ships  which 
sailed  from  Bochefort  for  New  York,  and  the  Count  de 
Frontenac,  who  had  succeeded  Denonville,  being  the 
general  of  the  land  forces.  On  his  arrival  at  Quebec, 
however,  the  count  beheld  his  province  reduced  to  a  field 
of  devastation,  and  he  was  therefore  constrained  to  aba^- 
don  the  enterprise. 

Duiing  the  civil  feuds  of  the  revolution,  wd  thpse  that 
followed  under  the  contested  Leislerian  administration, 
the  Indian  affairs  of  New  York  were  neglected.  Mean- 
time the  New  England  colonies  becoming  involved  in  a 
war  with  the  Eastern  Indians,  sent  a  deputation  to  Albany 
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cJi^p.  to  invite  the  Five  Nations  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in  their 

^-v— '  cause ;  but  the  invitation  was  declined. 

l«87.  rjt^^  revolution  which  brought  William  and  Maiy  upon 
the  throne  having  been  followed  by  war  between  England 
and  France,  tlie  colonies  were  of  course  involved  in  the 
conflict;  whereupon  Count  Frontenac  revived  the  policy 
of  attempting  to  detach  the  Confederates  from  the  English 
interest.  To  this  end,  through  the  efforts  of  a  Jesuit 
residing  among  the  Oneidaa,  all  the  Confederates  save  the 
Mohawks  were  induced  to  meet  liie  emissanes  of  the 
French  in  council  at  Onondaga.  At  the  same  time,  with 
a  view  of  making  an  un&vorable  impression  upon  the 
Mohawks,  as  to  the  power  of  the  English  to  defend  their 
own  settlements  against  the  arms  of  the  ^French  king, 
a  secret  expedition  was  set  on  foot  against  Schenectady, 
which  resulted  in  a  fiightful  massacre  of  the  slumbering 
inhabitants  of  that  devoted  town,  on  the  night  of  the  eighth 

1690.  of  February,  1690.  But  the  Five  Kations  were  neither 
won  to  the  interests  of  the  French  by  the  persuasions  of 
tlie  agents  at  Onondaga,  nor  by  the  terrors  of  the  scene 
at  Schenectady.  The  veteran  chief^  Sadekanaghtie,  an 
Onondaga  orator  of  great  eminence  acted  the  skillful 
diplomatist  at  the  council,  while  the  Mohawks  deeply  sym- 
pathized, with  their  suffering  neighbors  of  Schenectady, 
and  harrassed  the  invaders  to  good  puipose  on  their 
retreat, —  sending  their  war  parties  again  into  Canada, 
even  to  the  attack  once  more  of  tiie  island  of  Montreal. 

It  required,  however,  as  will  often  appear  in  the  present 
woi^  the  most  unremitted  attention  of  the  government  to 
maintain  those  close  relations  of  amity  with  the  Five  "Sar 
tions  which  were  essential  to  the  true  interecrts  and  safety 
of  the  province.  Their  jealousies  were  far  more  easily 
awakened  than  allayed ;  and  unless  continually  caressed 
and  propitiated  by  frequent  largesses,  they  became  rest- 
less and  frowning.    Hence,  notwithstanding  the  alacrity 
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with  which  the  Mohawks  had  sought  to  avenge  the  mur-  chap. 
ders  of  Schenectady,  in  February,  1690,  the  neglect  they  ^^v^ 
experienced  during  the  agitations  attending  and  following 
the  foul  judicial  murder  of  Leisler  and  his  son-in-law,  not 
only  disaffected  them  toward  the  English,  but  they  even 
went  so  far  as  to  send  an  embassy  of  peace  to  Count  Fron- 
tenac.    Meantime,  in  order  to  defeat  this  purpose,  Colo- 
nel Sloughter,  who  had  superseded  Leisler  in  the  goyem- 
ment,^  succeeded  in    holding  a  council  with  the  four  1691. 
nations  of  the  Confederates,  exclusive  of  the  Mohawks, 
which  was  attended  by  happy  results, — the  designs  of 
the  Mohawks,  moved,  probably,  by  a  sudden  impulse, 
being  frustrated,  and  they  themselves  renewing  their  cove- 
nant chain. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  advantages  secured  by  these 
negotiations,  and  keep  in  action  the  hostile  feelings  of  the 
Confederates  against  the  French,  M^or  Peter  Schuyler, 
the  white  man  of  all  others  in  whom  the  Five  Nations 
reposed  the  greatest  confidence,  planned  and  executed  hia 
bold  iiTuption  through  Lake  Champlain  into  Canada 
during  the  same  season,— defeating,  with  his  Lidians,  De 
CaDieres,  governor  of  Montreal,  and  keeping  the  whole 

1  Colonel  Sloaghter  wm  oommiBslQiied  to  the  ^Temment  of  New  Tork 
in  January,  1689,  but  did  not  arriTO  until  the  nineteenth  of  March,  1691. 
The  selection  of  Slonghter  was  not  fortunate.  Aooording  to  Smith,  he  was 
utterly  destitute  of  ereiy  quaUiloation  for  goTemment ;  Uoentioue  in  his 
morals,  ayarioions,  and  base.  Leisler^  who  had  administered  the  gorem- 
ment  after  a  f^hion,  since  the  departure  of  Bongan,  intoxicated  with 
power,  refused  to  surrender  the  goTemment  to  Sloughter,  and  attempted 
to  deftod  the  fort  in  which  he  had  taken  reftige  against  him.  Finding  it 
expedient,  howoTer,  T6ry  soon  to  abandon  the  fort,  he  was  arrested,  and,, 
with  his  «on<4n«law  Milbume,  tried  and  executed  for  treason.  Still,  on 
the  whole,  the  conduct  of  Leisler  during  the  rerolution  had  been  consi'* 
dered  patriotic,  and  his  sentence  was  deemed  very  nigust  and  cruel.  In- 
deed, his  enemies  could  not  prevail  upon  Sloughter  to  sign  the  warrant  tor 
his  execution,  until,  for  that  purpose,  they  got  him  intoxicated.  It  was  a 
murderous  affair.  Slomghter's  administration  was  short  and  turbulent. 
He  died  July  tweaty-third,  1691. 
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CHAP.  Canadian  country  in  constant  alarm  by  frequent  incur- 
^•v— 'sions  of  war-parties  against  the  French  settlements.  Ac- 
*  tive  hostilities  were  likewise  prosecuted  by  the  Confede- 
rates against  the  French  traders,  and  their  posts,  upon 
Lake  Ontario,  the  celebrated  Onondaga  chief,  Black- 
Kettle,  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  remarkable  warriors 
of  his  race,  was  the  leader  in  that  quarter.  Being  taken 
in  the  same  year,  he  was  put  to  death  by  the  most  fright- 
ful torments. 

On  the  death  of  Sloughter,  Bichard  Ingoldsby,  the  cap- 
tain of  an  independent  company,  was  made  president  of 
the  council^  to  the  exclusion  of  Joseph  Dudley,  who,  but 
for  his  absence  in  Boston,  would  have  had  the  right  to 
preside,  and  upon  whom  the  government  would  have 
devolved.  But  although  Dudley  very  soon  returned  to 
New  York,  he  did  not  contest  the  authority  of  Ingoldsby, 
who  administered  the  government  until  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Fletcher,  with  a  commission  as  governor,  in  Au- 
1682.  g^flt,  1692.  In  the  preceding  month  of  June,  Ingoldsby 
met  the  Five  Nations  in  council  at  Albany,  on  which  occa- 
sion they  declared  their  enmily  to  the  French  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms.  Their  expressions  of  friendship 
for  the  English  were  also  renewed.  "Brother  Corlaer," 
said  the  sachem,  "we  are  all  the  subjects  of  one  great 
king  and  queen ;  we  have  one  head,  one  heart,  one  inte- 
rest, and  are  all  engaged  in  the  same  war."  They  never- 
iheless  condemned  the  English  for  their  inactivity,  "  tell- 
ing them  that  the  destruction  of  Canada  would  not  make 
one  summer's  work,  against  their  united  strength,  if 
ingeniously  exerted."^ 

In  conducting  the  Indian  affairs  of  the  colony.  Colonel 
Fletcher  took  Major  Schuyler  into  his  councils,  and  was 
guided  by  his  opinions.*    No  man  understood  those  affairs 

1  SmiUi'B  mttory  of  New  York. 

'  Fletcher  was  bj  profession  a  soldier,  a  man  of  strong  passions,  and 
inconsiderable  talents ;  very  aotiTo,  and  eqnallj  aTaricions.    His  adminis- 
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better  than  he ;  and  his  influence  over  the  Indians  was  80  cmp. 
y eat,  that  whatever  Quider,^  as  they  called  him,  either  w^^-' 
recommended  or  disapproved,  had  the  force  of  a  law.  This  ^^^' 
power  over  them  was  supported,  sa  it  had  been  obtained, 
by  repeated  offices  of  kindness,  and  his  single  bravery  and 
activity  in  the  defence  of  his  country."    Through  the 
influence  of    Quider,    therefore,   Colonel  Fletcher  was 
placed  upon  the  best  footing  with  the  Indians,  by  whom 
waa  conferred  upon  him  the  name  of  Cayenguinago,  or 
"The  Great  Swift  Arrow,"  as  a  compliment  for  a  remark- 
ably rapid  journey  made  by  him  from  New  York  to 
Schenectady  on  a  sudden  emergency.* 

Despairing,  at  lengtti,  of  accomplishing  a  peace  with  i^®^- 
the  Five  Nations,  Count  Frontenae  determined  to  strike 
a  blow  upon  the  Mohawks  in  their  own  country, — which 
purpose  was  securely  executed  in  the  month  of  February, 
1693.  For  once  this  vigilant  race  of  warriors  were  taken 
by  surprise,  two  of  their  castles  being  entered  and  cap- 
tured without>much  resistance — the  warriors  of  both  hav- 
ing been  mostly  absent  at  Schenectady.  On  assailing 
the  third,  or  upper  castle,  however,  the  invaders  met  with 
a  different  reception.  The  warriors  within,  to  the  number 
of  forty,  were  engaged  in  a  war-dance,  preparatory  to 
some  military  expedition  upon  which  they  were  about 

tration  was  to  energetic  and  eaeeesaftil,  the  first  year,  that  he  reoeired 
large  sappUea,  and  a  vote  of  special  thanks  from  the  assembly.  He  was  a 
bigot,  howeyer,  to  the  Bpiscopal  form  of  ohnroh  goTemment,  and  labored 
hard  to  encourage  English  diiiirohes  and  schools,  and  was  shortly  inTolved 
in  a  nolent  controversy  with  the  assembly,  who  inclined  rather  to  faror 
the  Dutch  churches.  He  was  also  unpopular  because  of  his  extrayagant 
demands  for  money.  He  continued  in.  the  administration  of  the  goTemment 
until  the  year  1696,  induaire. 

1  Quider,  the  Iroquois  pronunciation  of  Peter.    HaTing  no  labials  in 
their  language,  they  could  not  say  Peter. 

*  Smith's  Hutory  of  Ntw  Tork. 

'  Golden'a  8iz  NoHont. 
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cKAF.  entering ;  and  though  inferior  in  force,  yet  they  yielded 
^-.v-"  ^ot  witliout  a  straggle,  nor  until  thirty  of  the  assailant^ 
1698.  ^^  Y^^^j^  slain.  About  three  hundred  of  the  Mohawks 
were  taken  prisoners  in  this  invason,  in  respect  to  which 
the  people  of  Schenectady  have  been  charged  with  bad 
conduct.  They  neither  aided  their  neighbors,  nor  even 
apprised  them  of  the  approach  of  danger,  although  in- 
formed of  the  fact  in  due  season  themselves.  But  Quider, 
the  £eu9t  friend  of  the  Indians,  took  the  field  at  the  head 
of  the  militia  of  Albany,  immediately  on  hearing  of  the 
invasion,  and  harassed  the  enemy  sharply  during  their 
retreat.  Indeed,  but  for  the  protection  of  a  snow-storm, 
and  the  accidental  resting  of  a  cake  of  ice  upon  the  river, 
forming  a  bridge  for  their  escape,  the  invaders  would  have 
been  cut  off. 

The  loss  of  the  Mohawks  by  this  incursion,  added  to 
dissatisfeiction  arising  from  the  many  unftilfilled  promises 
made  to  them  by  the  English,  disheartened  them  so  much 
that,  in  the  spring  of  1693,  the  Oneidas  sued  the  French 
for  peace, —  a  purpose  which  was  frustrated  only  by  the 
promptness  of  Fletcher's  movements.  A  timely  supply 
of  presents  for  the  Indians,  received  from  England,  enabled 
him  to  convene  a  council  of  the  whole  Confederacy  at 
Albany,  in  July,  and  by  a  liberal  distribution  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  knives,  hatchets,  and  clothing,  they  were 
pacified,  and,  to  use  their  own  figure  of  speech,  made  "to 
roll  and  wallow  in  joy,  by  reason  of  the  great  favor  the 
king  and  queen  had  done  them."  Yet,  a  Jesuit  priest, 
resident  with  the,  Oneidas,  named  Milet,  soon  afterward 
succeeded  in  persuading  all  the  nations,  excepting  the 
Mohawks,  to  open  their  ears  to  the  propositions  of  certain 
emissaries  dispatched  upon  the  insidious  errand  to 
Onondaga.  But  the  demands  of  the  French,  particularly 
for  permission  to  rebuild  the  fort  at  Cadaraqui,  were 
greater  than  the  Indians  were  willing  to  concede,  and 
1694.  the  war  was  renewed  in  1694,  during  which  year  Count 
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Frontenac  sent  an    expedition  of  three  hundred  menoiup. 
against  such  of  the  Five  Nations  as  might  be  found  in^v^ 
the  region  of  tte  l^Tiagara  peninsula.    Only  a  small  num-  ^^^ 
ber  of  Indians  were  met  with,  some  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  others  made  prisoners.     These  latter  were  taken  to 
Montreal  and  tortured  to  deatii  by  fire.    The  Five  Nations 
likewise,  renewed  their  incursions  into  Canada,  and  the 
&te  of  their  brethren  was  avenged  by  a  holocaust,  in 
which  ten  of  their  Indian  captives  were  burnt. 

In  the  year  1696,  the  Count  de  Frontenac  made  a  yet  1696. 
more  formidable  effort  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Five 
Nations.  To  this  end,  an  army,  consisting  of  two  battal- 
ions of  regular  troops,  four  battalions  of  militia,  together 
with  the  warriors  of  all  the  Indian  tribes,  under  his  in- 
fluence, was  assembled,  with  which  the  count  ascended 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  Cadaraqui,  and  crossing  thence  to 
Oswego,  made  a  descent  upon  the  Onondagas.  But  it 
was  a  bootiess  expedition.  The  Indians,  apprised  that  the 
French  were  bringing  several  small  pieces  of  artilleiy 
against  them,  before  which  they  knew  they  could  not 
stand,  set  &ce  to  their  principal  towns,  and  retired  with 
their  women  and  children,  and  their  old  men,  to  their 
wUdemess  labyrinths.  One  only  of  their  nation  remained 
to  receive  the  invaders, —  an  old  man,  whose  head  was 
whitened  witii  the  snows  of  a  hundred  winters.  He  re- 
fused to  leave  his  lodge,  and  was  put  to  death  by  torture,-^ 
dying  as  bravely  as  he  had  lived,  and  laughing  to  scorn 
the  efforts  by  his  tormentors  to  wring  a  groan  or  a  murmur 
of  complaint  from  his  bosom.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  officers  of  a  civilized  and  gallant  people,  like  the 
French,  could  have  permitted  such  a  murder.  One  would 
have  thought  that  in  admiration  of  his  fortitude,  his  pa- 
triotism, and  his  courage,  a  hundred  swords  would  have 
leaped  from  their  scabbards  for  the  defence  of  a  venerable 
Inrave  like  him.  But  it  was  not  thus ;  and  the  death  of 
the  old  sachem  was  the  only  exploit  which  crowned  the 
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CHAP,  last  campaign  of  the  Count  de  Frontenac  agaonst  the  in- 
v-v-^  domitable  Iroquois.  Ifot  a  single  Onondaga  captive  was 
^^  '  made,  and  their  conquest  was  a  field  of  smouldering  ashes. 
Subsequently,  by  treachery,  thirty-five  Oneidaswere  taken 
prisoners  and  carried  into  Canada ;  but  on  the  retreat  of 
the  army,  the  Onondagas  fell  upon  its  rear  and  cut  off 
several  bateaux. '  Nor  was  this  all,  the  warriors  of  the  Five 
Nations  renewed  their  incursions,  even  to  the  gates  of 
Montreal,  and  by  tomahawk  and  fire  caused  another  fam- 
ine in  Canada.  On  the  other  hand,  the  scalping  parties 
of  the  French  and  the  Indians  in  their  alliance,  hung  upon 
the  skirts  of  the  English  colonies,  infesting  even  the  pre- 
cincts of  Albany. 
1697.  The  peace  of  Ryswick,  in  1697,  put  an  end  to  these  bar- 
barities. The  Earl  of  Bellamont  had  by  that  time  suc- 
ceeded Colonel  Fletcher  in  the  government  of  New  York* 
and  some  difficulties  arose  between  his  lordship  and  the 
French  governor,  in  the  negotiations  that  ensued  for  a 
mutual  release  of  prisoners.  In  these  negotiations  the 
earl  claimed  the  Iroquois  as  the  subjects  of,  or  depend* 
ents  upon,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, — a  claim  in  which 
Count  Frontenac  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  acquiesce. 
Pending  these  diplomatic  proceedings,  the  count  died, 
and  the  exchange  of  prisoners  was  effected  by  the  Indians 

^  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellamont,  was  appointed  gOTeriior  of  New  Tork, 
MasBaehuBetts,  and  New  HampBhire,  in  May,  1796»  but  did  not  arrive  in 
New  York  until  May,  1698.  He  waji  appointed  hj  King  William  with  a 
special  Tiew  to  the  suppression  of  pirac;{r  in  the  American  seas — New  York, 
at  that  time,  haying  been  a  commercial  d^ot  of  the  pirates,  with  whom 
Fletcher,  and  other  officers  In  the  colony,  had  a  good  onderstanding.  Kidd 
was  fitted  out  with  a  ship  by  Bellamont,  Robert  Liringstone  and  others,  in- 
cluding several  English  noblemen.  Turning  pirate  himself,  Kidd  was  after- 
ward arrested  in  Boston  by  the  Earl,  and  sent  home  for  trial.  The  Earl 
was  a  nobleman  of  polite  manners,  a  great  favorite  of  King  William,  and 
very  popular  among  the  people  both  of  New  York  and  Boston.  He  had 
been  dissipated  in  his  youth,  but  afterward  became  penitent  and  devoai. 
He  died  in  New  York»  in  Maroh,  17OI. 
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thexD^elves,  -without  the  earrs  consent,  leaving  the  dis-Qi^K 
pitted  point  unsettled.    Still,  the  Five  Nations  declared  ^^v^ 
their  continued  attacdiment  to  Oorlaer,  and  refused  a  ^^^^' 
residence  at  Onondaga  tb  the  Jesuit  mi«aionary  Bruyas, 
who  had  acted  as  an  ambassador  in  the  negotiation* 

Nevertheless  the  French  were  &r  from  relinquishing  1700. 
their  designs  of  supplantiaoig  the  Bnglish  in  the  aft'ections 
of  the  Iroquois ;  to  whidi>end  so  many  Jesuit  ptiests  were 
introduced  among  them  that  in  the  year  1700  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  provincial  aasemblj  for  putting  to  death  Vy 
hanging,  every  Popish  priest  conung:  yoluiitarily  within 
the  bounds  of  the  eol6ny« 

In  the  spring  of  1702,  hostilities  were  agaip  proclaimed  1702. 
by  England  against  Frahce  and  Spain.  Happily,  however, 
tiie  Five  ITations  had  just  pneviouslyxionclud,^  ^  treaty  o£ 
neutrality  with  the  OAnactan  French,  and  the  murderous 
border-forays  incident  to  Indian  hostilities,  w.e^^  ^Qt 
renewed. 

But  even  the  terrors  of. the  halter  were  ^ufEicientto 
deter  tiie  Jesuits  from  communicating  with  the  Five  Na- 
tions, nor  were  their  artful  dealings  with  them  persisted 
in  without  partial  effept  The  indications*  were  indeed 
such  in  the  year  1708,  as  in  the  opinion  of  Lc^rd  Qombuiy,^  1708. 

1  Edward  Hjde,  Lord  Cornbury,  was  the  son  of  the  Sari  of  Clarendon. 
On  the  death  of  Esrl  BeUamoiit,  the  gotemment  d«volv^d  upon  Mr.  Nan- 
fun,  the  lieaienant*BOYemor,  nntil  the  appointnient  «f .  X^ox^  Cor^bnrj,  in 
1702.  He  was  a  very  tTrannioa),  base,  and  profligate-  man,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  govemment  of  New  Tork  by  King  William,  as  a  reward  for 
his  desertion  of  King  James,  in  whose  army  he  was  an  officer.  He  was  a 
sarage  bigot  and  an  ungentlemanly  tyrant.  He  imprisoned  sdreral  olev- 
gymen  w1i«  were  ditsenttors,  and  robbed  the  Re^^  M.  Hubbard^  of  Jamaioa, 
of  hia  house  aiid  glebe.  He  was  wont  to  dress  himeeK  in^  women's  clotht^, 
and  thns  patrol  the  fort.  His  avarice  was  insatiable^  and  his  disposition 
that  of  a  sarage.  Becoming  at  length  an  object  of  nniyersal  abhorrence 
and  detestation,  he  was  superseded  by  the  queen  (Anne),  who,  in  the  an- 
tnmn  of  1708,  appointed  Lord  Loyelaoe  in  his  plaoe.  'He  Iras  the*  thrown  . '  I ; 
into  prison  by  his  ereditors,  where  he  remained  until  the  death  of  hif 
father,  wh«n  he  beoame  B«^l  of  Clar«itdoB.  Hedie4.in.1728.  .. 
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c^.then  at  the  head  of  the  colony,  to  require  snch  an  appro* 
Wv^priatiqn  aa  would  enable  him  to  meet  them  in  council, 
^'*^'  and  conciliate  them  with  the  needful  presentfl.  This 
timely  measure  was  successftd.  The  ruBty  spots  upon  the 
chain  were  again  rubbed  off;  and  in  the  succeeding  year^ 
through  the  inde&tigable  exertions  of  Oolonel  Schuy- 
ler,—^Quider^*-*- the  Five  Kations  were  ^igaged  heart- 
ily in  Colonel  Nicholson's  remarkable  though  entirely 

1709.  abortive  expedition  for  the  subjugation  of  Canada, — an 
expedition  the  organisation  of  which  cost  the  colomes,  «^ 
that  of  If  ew  York  in  particular,^ —  a  vast  amount  of  money, 
and  the  Mlure  of  which  caused  deep  and  wide^spread 
mortification. 

1710.  Colonel  Schuyler  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  Five  Na<- 
tions,  and  having  excited  their  expectations  to  a  high 
pitch  of  enthusiasm  in  regard  to  Hie  projected  conquest 
of  Canada,  he  felt  keenly  the  miserable  Mlure  of  Ifichol- 
son's  expedition.  Still,  distinctly  perceiving  the  imports 
ance  of  effecting  that  conquest,  and  with  a  view,  proba- 
bly, of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  Indians  from  their 
disappointment,  he  determined  upon  a  voyage  to  England 
to  represent  the  actual  state  of  the  country,  in  person,  to 
the  parent  government.  His  views  were  seconded  by  the 
colonial  assembly,  and  he  took  with  hiyn  the  five  Iroquois 
ehie&  whose  appearance  in  the  British  capital  created  so 
great  a  sensation,  according  to  the  chroniclers  of  those 
days.*  This  vi6it  was  made  in  1710.  Schuyler  returned 
with  his  chiefs  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, —  the  lat^ 
ter  being  highly  gratified  with  their  voyaget  and  their 
reception  by  the  great  queen,  before  whom  they  had 
strongly  seconded  the  arguments  of  Quider  for  the 
speedy  reduction  of  Canada,  as  the  only  effectual  measure 
of  peace  and  security  to  the  northern  English  colonies. 

1711.  lu  accordance  with  this  advice,  another  expedition  for 

1  Vide,  one  of  t]i«  nnmbert  of  Addison'i  S^ecUU&ff 
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that  object  was  undertaken  in  the  next  year — 1711 ;  great  or  w 
preparations  behig  made  therefor,  both  by  the  parent  gov-  w^w 
emment  and  the  colonies.  The  French,  aware  of  the  ^^^^* 
deagn^  were  equally  active  in  concerting  meaearee  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  in  tiidr  immediate  alliance  were 
induced  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  and  renewed  attempts 
were  made  upon  the  fidelity  of  the  Iroquois.  ISTo  percept* 
ible  impression  was  made  upon  their  virtue,  however;  but 
the  expedition  resulted  in  another  sad  miscaniage,  alike 
upon  the  land  and  the  wave, — whereat  the  Oonfederates 
were  greatly  disheartened,  and  at  length,  under  their  re« 
peated  disappointments,  they  again  began  to  '^  open  their 
ears"  to  the  insidious  counsels  and  persuasions  of  the 
French.  Indeed,  but  for  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  c<moluded 
in  the  spring  of  1718,  it  was  believed  that  the  Senecas,  1718. 
and  perhaps  others  of  their  Confederacy,  would  then  have 
turned  their  arms  upon  the  English.  Yet  one  important 
point  connected  witli  the  Indian  relations  of  the  English, 
was  secured  by  this  treaty,  if  no  more.  By  its  provisions 
the  long  contested  question  of  English  supremacy  over 
the  Five  ITations  and  their  territory,  which  in  his  negotia^ 
tions  with  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  Count  Front^iac  had 
refused  to  recognize,  was  conceded  by  the  French.  The  In-» 
dians  of  this  Confederacy  had  previously,  under  the  admin- 
btration  of  Colonel  Fletcher,  thrown  theiuselves  upon  the 
English  for  iNrotection,-^a8  they  likewise  did  again  at  a 
susbequent  period,  for  the  same  object, — making  a  formal 
surrender  of  their  country  to  the  English ;  not  as  an  un- 
qualified cession,  however,  but  to  be  held  and  protected 
by  the  crown  for  (heir  use.  In  other  words,  the  Indians 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  they  were  investing  the  Eng- 
lidh  with  a  sort  of  superior  jurisdiction  over  their  territory, 
reserviDg  to  themselves  their  own  distinct  sovereignty  in 
every  other  respect. 

Brigadier-General  Hunter,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
government  of  Kew  Yodj^  as  the  successor  of  X»ord  liOve- 
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CHAP,  lace,  was  required  to  take  no  very  active  part  in  the  In* 
*-v-^dian  affairs  of  the  colony.^  The  peace  of  Utrecht  being 
^^^^*  followed  by  several  years  of  repose,  the  colonies  were  re- 
lieved from  the  terrible  inflictions  of  Indian  hostilities, — a 
species  of  warfare  the  most  frightfU  that  can  be  imagined, 
as  well  from  its  certain  as  from  its  uncertain  character, — 
uncertain,  always,  when,  or  where,  the  dreaded  enemy 
might  strike,  and  equally  certain  that  his  path  would  be 
illumined  by  fire,  and  made  red  with  blood.  Meantime 
the  Confederates,  being  likewise  relieved  fi^m  hostilities 
with  the  French,  and  the  Indians  in  their  interest,  again 
directed  their  arms  against  their  ancient  enemies  in  the 
south,'-^in  the  countries  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,-— 
among  the  Catawbas  and  the  Cherokees,  even  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  Mobile.  The  most  powerful  nation  in  the 
midlands  of  Carolina,  were  the  Tuscaroras,  kindred,  as 
their  speech  testified,  either  of  the  Wyandots,  or  the  Five 
iSTations,  or  both.  In  either  case,  their  language,  having 
no  labials,  bore  so  strong  an  affinity  to  that  of  the  Five 
Nations,  that  they  were  claimed  by  the  latter  as  relations ; 
and  with  iheir  own  consent  were  transplanted  to  the  north, 
within  the  bosom  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  It  has 
been  asserted  by  a  high  authorily,  that  at  a  date  so  recent 
as  the  year  1708,  the  Tuscaroras  possessed  fifteen  towns, 
and  could  count  twelve  htmdred  warriors  as  brave  as  the 
Mohawks.^  This  enumeration  must  have  been  erroneous, 
or  else  their  numbers  were  rapidly  diminished  by  pesti- 

^  John,  Lord  LoTelaoe,  Baron  of  Hurley,  appoiiited  io  Bupertede  Lord 
CoiiBbxij^,  entered  upon  the  geTemment  of  the  colony  on  the  18th  of  De- 
eember,  170Q.  He  died  on  the  6th  of  May  in  the  next  year,  of  a  disorder 
oontraoted  in  Grossing  the  feny  at  his  first  arriyal  in  New  York.  His  lady 
remained  in  New  York  many  years  after  his  death.  On  the  death  of  his 
lordship,  the  gOTernmeftt  once  more  devolved  upon  Eichard  Ingoldsby,  the 
lientenant>goTemor  of  the  oolony,  until  the  arriTal  of  GoTernor  Hunter,  in 
the  Bununer  of  1710. 

s B«ttor«ft'tiff«f lofsf  ofth9  UmtedSuttM^  toL iii. 
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lence  or  war,  or  by  some  other  oalanuly,  aince  at  the  tdmeo^. 
of  their  transplantation,  five  yeara  afterward,  they  were  but^<->— ' 
a  comparatively  feeble  clan.    Yet  they  were  counted  as  a  ^^^^' 
nation ;  and  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Was  thenceforward 
called  The  Six  Nations.^ 

General  Hunter  continued  at  the  head  of  the  colonial  ^719. 
administration  until  the  summer  of  1719,  when  he  went 
back  to  England  on  leave  of  absence,  as  well  on  account 
of  his  health,  as  to  look  after  his  private  affidrs.  He  inti- 
mated that  he  might  return  to  the  government  again,  but 
did  not.*  The  chief  command  on  his  departure,  devolved 
on  the  Hon.  Peter  Schuyler,  as  the  oldest  member  of  the 
council,  but  only  for  a  brief  period.  He  however  held  a 
treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  which  was  consi- 
dered satisfactory ;  yet  it  would  have  been  more  so,  had 
his  efforts  to  induee  the  Confederates  to  drive  Joncaire, 

^  The  history  of  the  Tomstotm,  And  the  ttsaner  er  oanee  of  their  re^ 
moTal  to  the  north,  and  their  inoorporation  with  the  Iroqilois  GonfederaQj^ 
ere  inToWed  in  doubt.  According  to  some  aoconnts,  they  are  said  to  haye 
been  first  conquered  by  the  FIyo  Nations,  and  then  adopted  among  them 
because  of  discoTcred  relationship.  Dr.  Golden  says  they  fled  to  the  Fiye 
Katione,  before  the  arms  of  the  people  of  Carolina.  Smith  giyes  a  still 
different  aeoount  of  their  sovthem  locality,  thus:  *< The  Tuseareras  po»- 
sessed  a  tract  of  land  near  the  sources  of  Jaaes  rirer,  in  Virginia^  whence 
the  encroachments  of  the  English  induced  them  to  remoTc,  and  settle  near 
the  southeast  end  of  the  Oneida  lake." —  Smith. 

'  Hunter  was  a  Scotchman,  and  when  a  boy,  an  apprentice  to  an  apothe- 
cary. LeaTing  his  master,  he  entered  the  army,  and  being  a  man  of  wit 
and  beauty,  gained  promotion,  and  also  the  hand  of  Lady  Hay.  In  1707 
he  was  appointed  lientenant-goyemor  of  Virginia,  but  being  captured  by 
the  French  on  his  Toyage  out,  on  his  return  to  England  he  was  appointed  to 
the  goTernment  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  then  united  in  the  same 
jurisdiction.  Governor  Hunter  was  the  man  who  brought  orer  the  three 
thousand  Palatines  from  (Germany,  who  founded  the  German  settlements  in 
the  interior  of  New  Tork  and  Pennsyhanla*  He  administered  the  goyem* 
ment  of  the  colony  "  well  and  wisely,^'  as  was  said  to  him  in  an  affection- 
ate parting  address  by  the  general  assembly,  until  the  summer  of  1719, 
when  he  returned  to  England  on  leaye,  to  look  after  his  priyate  affairs. 
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CHAP,  the  artful  agent  of  tlie  French,  out  of  their  country,  be^a 
wv^  successful.  This  Jesuit  emiBsary  had  resided  among  the 
^'^^®*  Senecas  from  the  beginning  of  Queen  Anne's  reign.  He 
had  been  adopted  by  them,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by 
the  Onondagas.  He  was  incessant  in  his  intrigues  in  be* 
half  of  the  French,  facilitating  the  missionaries  in  their 
progress  through  the  country,  and  contributing  greatly  to 
the  vacillating  course  of  the  Indians  toward  the  English. 
Schuyler  was  aware  of  all  this ;  but  notwithstanding  his 
own  great  influence  over  the  Six  Nations,  he  could  not 
prevail  upon  them  to  discard  theix  &vorite.  In  other  re- 
spects the  government  of  Schuyler  waa  marked  by  mode- 
ration, wisdom,  and  integrity.^ 
1720.  William  Burnet,  son  of  the  celebrated  prelate  of  that 
name  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  William  aad  Mary, 
succeeded  to  the  government  of  the  colony,,  in  the  year 
1720 ;  and  of  all  the  colonial  governors  of  New  York, 
with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Dongan,  his  Indiim  policy 
was  marked  by  the  most  prudent  forecast  and  the  greatest 
wisdom.  Immediately  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  a  brisk 
trade  in  goods  for  the  Indian  market,  was  revived  between 
Albany  and  Montreal,— the  Caughnawaga  clan  of  the 
Mohawks  residing  near  Montreal  serving  as  carriers.  The 
chie&  of  the  Six  Nations  foresaw  the  evil  and  inevitable  con- 
sequences to  result  from  allowing  that  trade  to  pass  round  in 
that  direction,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  would  of  course  be 
drawn  exclusively  to  Montreal  fpr  their  supplies,  to  be 
received  immediately  at  the  hands  of  the  French,  —  and 
they  cautioned  the  English  authorities  against  it.  Mr. 
Hunter  had  indeed  called  the  attention  of  the  general  as- 
sembly to  the  subject  at  an  antecedent  period ;  but  no 
action  was  had  thereon  until  after  Mr.  Burnet  had  as- 
sumed the  direction  of  the  colonial  administration*  The 
policy  of  the  latter  was  at  once  to  cut  ofl:'  an  intercourse, 
so  unwise  and  so  dangerous,  with  Montreal,  and  bring  the 

^  Smith's  Mittonf  ^f  -ATmp  York. 
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entire  Indian  trade  within  the  limits  and  control  of  KewcRAp. 
York.     To  this  end  an  act  was  passed  at  his  suggestion,  ^..v* 
subjecting  the  tradeiB  with  Montreal  to  a  forfeiture  of  ^^^^' 
their  goods,  and  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each 
infraction  of  the  law.    It  likewise  entered  into  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Burnet  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  Caughnawa- 
gasy  and  reunite  them  with  their  kindred  in  their  native 
valley.    But  the  ties  by  which  the  Boman  priesthood  had 
bound  them  to  the  interests  of  the  French,  were  too  strong, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  governor  were  unsuccessful. 

In  furtherance  of  the  design  to  grasp  the  Indian  trade,  1722. 
not  only  of  the  Siz  Ifations,  but  likewise  that  of  the 
remoter  nations  of  the  upper  lakes,  a  trading  post  was 
established  at  Oswego  in  1722.  A  trusty  agent  was  also 
appointed  to  reside  at  the  great  council-fire  of  the  Onon- 
dagas, —  the  central  nation  of  the  Confederates.  A  con- 
gress of  several  of  the  colonies  was  held  at  Albany,  to 
meet  the  Six  Nations,  during  the  same  year,  which,  among 
other  distinguished  men,  was  attended  by  Governor  Spotts- 
wood,  of  Virginia,  Sir  William  Keith,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  by  Governor  Burnet.  At  this  council  the  chiefs 
stipulated  that  in  their  future  southern  war-expeditions 
they  would  not  cross  the  Potomac,  and  in  their  marches 
against  their  southern  enemies,  their  path  was  to  lie  west- 
ward of  the  great  mountains — the  Alleghanies  meaning. 
Mr.  Burnet  again  brightened  the  chain  of  friendship  with 
them,  on  the  part  of  New  York,  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
verse infiuences  exerted  by  the  Chevalier  Joncaire,  the 
Jesuit  agent  residing  alternately  among  the  Senecas  and 
Onondagas. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  Mr.  Burnet's  policy  were  soon 
apparent.  In  the  course  of  a  single  year  more  than  forty 
young  men  plunged  boldly  into  the  Indian  country  as  tra- 
ders, acquired  their  languages,  and  strengthened  the  pre- 
carious friendship  existing  between  the  English  and  the 
more  distant  nations ;  while  tribes  of  tiie  latter  previously 
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CHAP,  unknown  to  the  colonists,  even  from  beyond  Michilimack- 

w^.-'  inac,  visited  Albany  for  purpoeeB  of  traffic. 

ii22.  ijijj^  eatablishment  of  an  English  post  at  Oswego  was  a 
cause  of  high  diBpleasure  to  the  Frenohy  who,  in  order  to 
intercept  the  trade  from  the  upper  lakes  that  would  na- 
turally be  drawn  thither,  and  thus  be  diverted  from  Mont- 
real, determined  to  repossess  themselves  of  Niagara,  re- 
build the  trading-house  at  that  point,  and  repair  their  dila- 
pidated fort.  The  consent  of  the  Onondagas  to  this 
measure  was  obtained  by  the  Baron  de  Longueil,  who 
visited  their  country  for  that  purpose,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Joncaire  and  his  Jesuit  associates.  But  the  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy,  disapproving  of  the  move- 
ment, declared  the  permission  given  to  be  void,  and  dis- 
patched  messengers  to  Niagara  to  arrest  the  procedure. 
With  a  just  appreciation  of  the  importajqice  of  such  an 
encroachment  upon  their  territory,  the  Confederates  met 
Mr.  Burnet  in  council  upon  the  subject,  at  Albany,  in 

1727. 1727.  "  We  come  to  you  howling,"  said  the  chiefs ;  "  and 
this  is  the  reason  why  we  howl,  that  the  governor  of  Can- 
ada encroaches  on  our  land  and  builds  thereon."  Gover- 
nor Burnet  made  them  a  speech  on  the  occasion,  beauti- 
fully expressed  in  their  own  figurative  language,  which 
gave  them  great  satisfaction.*  The  chiefs,  declaring  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  this  invasion  of  the  French,  en- 
treated the  English  for  succor,  and  formally  surrendered 
their  country  to  the  great  king,  "  to  be  protected  by  him 
for  their  use,*'  as  heretofore  stated.  But  Grovemor  Burnet 
being  at  that  period  involved  in  political  difficulties  with 
an  assembly,  too  short-sighted,  or  too  factious,  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preserving  so  able  ahead  to  the  colonial 
government,  was  enabled  to  do  nothing  more  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Indians  than  to  erect  a  small  military  de- 
fence at  Oswego ;  and  even  this  work  of  necessity  he  was 
obliged  to  perform  at  his  own  private  expense.   Meantime 

1  Smith's  HUiory  of  N4w  York, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIKB  OF  BEEt  WILLIAM  JOHNSOK^  BART.  88 

the  Erench  completed  and  iKsenred  their  works  at  Niagara  o^<. 
without  molestation,  w^ 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  having  been  thwarted  ^"^^7* 
in  his  enlarged  and  patriotic  views  by  several  successive 
assemblies,  Mr.  Burnet,  the  ablest  and  wisest  of  the  colo- 
nial administrators,  retired  from  the  government  of  New 
York,  and  acoepted  that  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire.^ Mr.  Montgomery  succeeded  him  in  New  York^  in 
1728.  He  was  an  indblent  msm,  and  had  not  character  1728. 
enough  to  in3pire  opposition.  The  French,  enraged  at 
the  erection  of  a  fiMrt  at  Oswego,  were  now  menacing  that 
post.  The  ne^v,  governor  thereupon  toBt  the  Six  Nationa 
in  council  at  Albany,  to  renew  the  covenant  chain,  and 
engage  them  in  the  defence  of  that  important  station. 
Large  presents  were- distributed  among  them,  and  they 
declared  their  willingness  to  join  the  reinforcements  de^ 
tached  fh)m  the  independent  companies  for  that  secrvice. 
Being  apprised  of  these  preparations,  the  French,  desisted 
from  their  threatened  invasion.' 

Much  of  the  opposition  to  the  administration  of  Gover- 
nor Burnet,  had  been  fomented  and  kept  alive  by  the  Al» 
banians  who,  by  the  shrewdness  of  his  Indian  X)olicy,  and 

■*    '  ■    ■■'      ■■■'     ■■     '■' ■;■*     —  ■■>    .-•-*      ^ m ■      _    ..  1 „..■■.       <•     ,, 

^  GoT«mpr  Burnet  iros  i^t.onlj  a  loan  of  letters,  ,b«t  of  wit — a  l^elieT^ 
in  the  Chi^istian  relifion,  yet  not  a  serioua  professor.  A  variety  of  amusing 
anecdotes  has  been  related  of  him.  When  on  his  way  from  New  York  to 
assume  the  goyernment  at  Boston,  one  of  the  oommittee  who  went  froat 
(liat  town  to  meet  him  on'^4  biordert  of  Rhode  Idand,  w&s  .the  Ikoetiomi 
Colonel  .Tailev.'  Burnet  oomyla^ed  of  the  long  graces  thai;  wen^isaid  be- 
fore m^als  by  clergymen  on  the  road,  and  asked  when  they  would  shorten. 
Taller  answered :  *  The  graces  will  increase  in  lengtli  till  you  come  to  Bo^ 
ton ;  after  that  they  will  shorten  till  you  come  td  your  goyernmeht  of  New 
Hampsh&re,  wliere  your  excellenoy  wiH  find  no  graee  at  all." 

^  Colonel  John  Montgomery  succeeded  Mr.  Burnet  in  the  goremment  of 
the  obloiiies  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  in  the  menth  of  April,  172S. 
He  w»  a  Seoiehjnan,  aad  bred  a  soldier.  But  4}uitting  the  proifoseion  of 
anas,  he  went  into  parliament, — serring  also,  for  a  time,  ae  groom  of  the 
'b0i-chaml>er  t6  hia  mi^e«ty  Oeorfa  II,  befo^re  )m  aeeeevpn  to  the  throne. 
He  was  *  sdui  ^f  modetaia  Abilitiea-  and  alender  literaiy  attainrafaita.  Qe 
WM  if 0  «o«A«Mktued.a  man  to  exeij^e  eiMnitlei;  /^^  Jb|s  admi^iiatffatioff 
cat  short  by  death  in  1781,  was  one  of  tranquil  inaction. 
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eRAP.  the  vigorouB  measures  by  which  he  had  enforced  it,  had 
wv^been  interrupted  in  their  illicit  trade  in  Indian  goods  with 

1728.  Montreal,— and  also  by  the  importers  of  those  goods  re- 
siding in  the  city  of  "Sew  York.  SuBtained,  howevery  by 
his  council-board,  and  by  the  very  able  memoir  of  Doctor 
Oolden  upon  that  subject,  Mr.  Burnet^  as  the  reader  has 
already  been  apprised,  had  succeeded  in  giving  a  new  and 
more  advantageous  character  to  the  inland  trade,  while 
the  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  had  been  placed  upon 
a  better  footing,  in  so  fur  at  least  as  the  opportunities  of 
the  French  to  tamper  with  them  had  been  measurably  cut 

1729.  oS.  But  in  December  of  tha  succeeding  year,  owing  to 
some  intrigues  that  were  never  clearly  understood,  all 
these'advantages  were  suddenly  relinquished  by  an  act  of 
tiie  crown  repealing  the  measures  of  Mr.  Burnet;  reviv- 
ing, in  eifect,  the  execrable  trade  of  the  Albanians^  and 
thus  at  once  reopening  the  door  of  intrigue  between  the 
Fr^ach  and  the  Six  I^ations,  which  had  been  so  wisely 
closed. 

1781.  On  the  decease  of  Colonel  Montgomery,  the  duties  of 
the  colonial  executive  were  for  a  brief  period  exercised  by 
Mr.  Bip  Van  Dam,  as  president  of  the  counciL^  His  ad- 
ministration was  signalized  by  the  memorable  infraction 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  the  French,  who  then  invaded 
tiie  clearly  defined  territoiy  of  New  York,  and  built  the 
fortress  of  St  Frederiokj,  at  Crown  Pointy  a  work  which 
gave  them  the  command  of  Lake  Cfaamplain»-^the  high- 
way between  the  English  and  French  colonies.  The 
pusillanimity  evinced  by  the  government  of  New  York  on 
the  occasion  of  that  flagrant  encroachment  upon  its 
domains,  excites  the  amazement  of  the  retrospective 
reviewer.  Massachusetts,  alarmed  at  this  advance  of  the 
rivals,  if  not  natural  enemies,  of  the  English  upon  the  set^ 
tlements  of  the  latter^  first  called  the  attention  of  the  am- 

...        !■-  ■  ■  i»         ■■  ■      l^.      .  ■  I  ■■■■  ..  ■_,■■,.-■  ,  >     I.  II,, 

*Mr.  Tta  Dani  wm  mi  oniH^nt  m«rol»Bt  in  the  «ty  of  New  Tork»  **  ef 
%  fair  estoie,"  mj9  Smltli,  the  hieUrlMi,  •<  Uen^  disti&gitiBlied  tMtm  Ibr 
fhefategrityefklf  heart,  tlMtt  Us  eapaeftj  I*  hohl  the  i«iat<«f  goTin- 
m«ftt»' 
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thorities  of  New  York  to  the  sulgect;  but  the  infonnationcBAP. 
was  received  with  the  most  provoldng  indifference.  There  wv^ 
was  a  regular  military  foitee  in  the  colony  abundantly  suf-  ^'*^- 
flcient,  by  a  prompt  movement,  to  repel  the  aggreseion ; 
yet  not  eveh  a  remonstrance  was  uttered  against  it 

During  the  stormy  administration  of  Oolonel  Cosbyi  1782. 
from  1782  to  1786  inclusive,  no  attention  whatever  appears 
to  have  been  dire<^ted  to  Indian  offitirs.  The  incessant 
quarrels  of  this  weak  and  avaricious  man  with  the  people 
and  their  representatives,  left  him  apparently  no  time  to 
bestow  upon  the  external  relations  of  the  colony ;  and  the 
Bix  liTations,  in  the  absence  of  other  ^oaploymenty  again 
resumed  hostilities  against  their  enemies  at  the  South* 
One  of  their  expeditions,  directed  against  the  Chickasaws, 
was  fearfully  disastrous.  They  fell  into  an  ambuscade^ 
and  fought  until  all  but  two  of  a  strong  body  of  warriors 
were  slain.  One  only  of  those  two  returned  to  rehearse 
the  tale.  He  struck  off  deep  into  the  forest,  and  support- 
ing himself  by  game  on  the  way,  succeeded  in  traversing 
the  whole  distance  back  to  his  own  country  without  meet- 
ing a  single  human  being  during  the  journey.^  Another 
expedition,  yet  stronger,  was  sent  against  the  Catawbas 
and  Cherokees.  They  met  upon  the  banks  of  the  Cum- 
berland river,  now  in  Kentucky,  at  a  place  called  "  the 
bloody  lands."  Ascertaining  that  their  enemies  were  ad- 
vancing to  meet  them,  the  Six  Nations  in  turn  drew  them 
into  an  ambuscade,  and  a  terrible  battle  followed,  in  which 
the  southrons,  after  a  contest  of  two  days,  were  defeated, 
with  a  loss  of  twelve  hundred  braves  killed  on  the  field.* 

These  retrospective  glances  have  now  been  brought  down  1785 
to  the  year  1735  —  the  date  of  the  arrival  in  America  of 

^  Relation  of  General  Schuyler  to  Ghanoellor  Kent  Vide  note  in  KiamVu 
Commentaries,  Tol.  iiL 

*  L^  of  Mwy  JeftnUofif  the  Seaeoa  white  woman.  Hioekatoo,  her  ho*- 
hand,  was  In  the  battte.  Still,  the  nvmbars  said  to  haye  been  killed  may 
be  an  exaggeration. 
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ciu^.  the  extraordinary  youth  whose  life  will  form  a  prominent 
s.^  subject  of  these  memoirs.  And  although  that  individual 
1786.  (jQes  not  yet  appear  upon  the  theatre  of  public  action,  still, 
in  order  to  the  completeness  of  his  **  life  <md  timeSy'*  it 
will  be  necessaiy  henceforward  to  set  forth  both  the  Indian 
and  the  civil  history  of  the  colony  with  more  fullness  of 
detail  than  in  the  preceding  pages. 
1788.  On  the  demise  of  Colonel  Cosby,*  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
long  a  member  of  the  council,  after  a  brief  struggle  with 
Mr.  Van  Dam  for  the  precedency,  succeeded  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  government ;  and  being  shortly  afterward  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-governor,  he  continued  at  the  head 
of  the  colonial  administration  from  the  autumn  of  1786 
to  that  of  1743, — seven  years.  Mr.  Clarke  was  remofely 
connected,  by  marriage,  with  the  fBunily  of  Lord  Claren- 
don, — having  been  sent  over  as  secretary  of  the  colony 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  Being,  moreover,  a  man  of 
strong  commonsense  and  of  uncommon  tact;  and  by  reason 
of  his  long  residence  in  the  colony,  and  the  several  offi- 
cial stations  he  had  held,  well  aoqnaijited  with  its  aflSuirs ; 
his  administration, —  certainly  until  toward  its  close, — was 
comparatively  popular,  and,  all  circumstances  considered, 
eminently  successful.  In  the  brief  struggle  for  power 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Yan  Dam,  the  latter  had  been 
sustained  by  the  popular  party,  while  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  and  the  partisans  of  Cosby,  with  few  if  any  excep- 
tions, adhered  to  Mr.  Clarke.'  This  difficulty  had  been 
speedily  ended  by  a  royal  confirmation  of  the  somewhat 

1  Colonel  William  Cosby,  appointed  to  the  goTernment  of  New  York  in 

.  ■    .  1782,  had  formerly  been  goTernor  of  Minorca,  where  he  acquired  no  Terj 

enTiable  name  by  the  scandalous  and  corrupt  practices  to  which  he  was 

«  prompted  by  his  atarice.  His  administration  if  as  turbulent  and  exceedingly 

unpopular,  and  deservedly  so,  for  his  conduct  was  atrocious.    He  died  nni- 

TersaUy  detested,  on  the  tenth  of  March,  1786. 

*Mr.  Yan  Dam  had  been  privately,  and,  as  he  and  his  partisans  contend- 
ed, megally  remoyed  from  the  eoaneil*>bea«d  by  Cosby,  in  a  fit  of  passion, 
almost  upon  his  doath-bed.  Hence  the  stnigs^  to  whioh  I  htTo  lefcned 
in  the  text. 
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donbtftil  authority  asromed  by  Mr.  Olarke.  His  owb< 
conrse,  moreover,  on  taking  the  seals  of  office,  was  con-w^ 
ciliatory.  In  his  first  speech  to  the  general  assembly  he  re-  ^^*^- 
ferred  in  temperate  language  to  the  unhappy  divisions  which 
had  of  late  distari)ed  the  colony,  and  which  he  thotight 
it  was  then  a  favorable  mom;e&t  to  heaL  The  English 
flonr-market  being  overstocked  by  large  supplies  furnished 
from  the  other  colonies,  the  attention  ol  the  assembly  was 
directed  to  the  expediency  of  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures in  various  departments  of  industry.  To  the  In- 
dian affidrs  of  the  colony,  Mr.  Clarke  invited  the  special 
attention  of  the  assembly.  The  militaiy  works  of  Fort 
Hunter  being  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  the  object  of* 
affording  protection  to  the  Ghristian  settlements  through 
the  Mohawk  valley  having  been  accomplished,  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor suggested  the  erection  of  a  new  fort  at 
the  canying-place  between  the  Mohawk  river  and  Wood 
creek,*  leading  into  Oneida  lake,  and  thence  through  the 
Oswego  river  into  Lake  Ontario ;  and  the  1j*ansfer  of  the 
garrison  from  Port  Hunter  td  fliis  new  and  commanding 
position.  He  likewise  recommended  the  repairing  of  tiie 
block-house  at  Oswego,  and  the  sending  of  smiths  and 
other  artificers  into  the  Indian  countiy,  especially  among 
the  Senecas.* 
These  recommendations  were  repeated  in 'the  executive  1737, 

*  The  site,  afterward,  of  Fort  Stanwix, — now  the  opulent  town  of  Borne. 

s  In  the  oonree  of  this  seesion  of  the  general  aaeembly.  Chief  Jo^ioe  TH 
Laneey,  speaker  of  the  legiaUtire  ooonoil,  announoed  that  hie  duties  in 
the  Supreme  Court  would  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  act  as  speaker 
through  the  session.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  oldest  counselor 
present  should  thenceforward  act  as  speaker.  Under  this  order,  Dootor 
Cadwallader  Colden  first  came  to  the  chair. 

On  the  twenty.sixth  of  Oetoher,  the  eonncU  reeoWed  that  they  should 
hold  their  sittings  in  the  common  council  ohamVer  of  the  Citji-HalL  The 
House  immediately  returned  a  message  that  they  were  holding  their  ses- 
iions^  and  should  continue  to  hold  them  in  that  chamber;  and  that  it  was 
conformable  to  the  constitution  that  the  council,  in  its  legislatiTO  capacity, 
•henld  sit  «a  »  distiniot  and  sepiorate  b9dy« 
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oKi».  speech  to  the  assembly  in  the  ^qpring  of  1737,  and  also 
wy^  again  to  a  new  assembly  which  had  been  called  in  the 
1787.  'summer  of  the  same  year*  The  lientenant^govemor  far- 
ther informed  the  new  assembly  that  it  had  becotiae  neoes- 
saiy  for  him  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  ihe  Six  Nations  in 
council  at  Albany  in  consequence  of  certain  negotiations 
pending  between  the  Senecas  and  Ihe  French,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  latt^  were  on  the  point  of  obtaining  permission 
to  erect  a  trading-post  at  Tierondequot,  which  would  ena** 
ble  them  to  intercept  the  fur-trade  of  the  upper  lakes  on 
its  way  to  Oswego.^ 

For  the  purpose  of  defeating  this  sagacious  movement 
of  the  French,  and  if  possible  yet  further  to  circumvent 
them  by  obtaining  the  like  permission  for  the  English  to 
establidi  a  trading-post  at  the  same  point,  the  meeting  with 
the  Confederate  chiefs  took  place  in  Albany,  as  suggested 
in  the  speech*  The  olgects  of  the  interview,  however, 
were  only  obtained  in  part  The  Senecas  agreed  not  to 
allow  the  French  agent,  John  Goaur,  to  build  at  Tieronde^ 
quot;  but  neither  would  they  permit  the  English  to  plant 
themselves  there.  Still  they  gladly  acceeded  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  lieuteni^t-govemor  to  send  a  gun-smith  to 
reside  among  them,--*  with  whom  were  also  dispatched  an 
interpreter,  and  three  other  agents,  to  assist  in  circum- 
venting the  intrigues  of  the  French.  At  the  succeeding 
autumnal  session  of  the  assembly,  these  measures  were 
sanctioned  by  that  body,  and  provisions  made  for  strengtli- 
ening  Oswego,  and  for  the  farther  promotion  of  commerce 
with  the  Indians.' 


1  Irondequot,  now  well  known  as  an  inlet,  or  bay,  a  few  miles  east  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  rWer, —  the  place  where  DenonTille  landed  in  bin 
memorable  expedition  against  the  Senecas,  half  a  century  before. 

s  Vide  LegUlativt  Jbumah,  Also  Smith's  Bktory  nf  Kew  York,  At  the 
session  of  the  Assembly,  Ootober  thirteenth,  of  this  yeAr,  the  connoil  hat- 
ing sent  a  aiessage  to  the  house  by  the  hand  of  a  deputy  olerk,  a  message 
was  transmitted  back,  signifying  that  the  house  considered  sneh  a  course 
disrespectAil.  Until  that  time,  messages  had  been  oonteyed  between  the 
houses,  with  bills,  resolutions,  &c.,  by  the  hitnds  of  their  membtrs  respeot- 
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Daring  the  greater  part  of  the  jear  1788  but  little  at-oRAr. 
tention  was  pud  to  Indian  affaira,— the  principal  Mstorieal  v.^ 
ineident  of  that  year  being  the  memorable  contested  elec-  ^'^^' 
tion  between  Adolphe  Philipse  and  Gerret  Van  Home,  in 
connection  with  which,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  ekill 
and  eloqaence  of  Mr.  Smith,  &ther  of  the  historian,  and  of 
counsel  for  Van  Home,  the  Hebrew  freeholders  of  the  city 
of  Kew  Tork,  from  which  place  both  parties  claimed  to 
have  been  retomed  to  the.  assembly,  were  most  unjustly 
disfranchised,  on  the  ground  of  th^  religious  creed,  and 
their  votes  rejected.^  The  colony  was  greatly  excited  by 
this  question,  and  the  persuasive  powers  exerted  by  Mr. 
Smith,  are  represeaoted  to  hav«  been  wonderful, — equal- 
ling, probably,  if  not  surpassing,  those  of  Andrew  Ham- 
ilton, four  years  previously,  in  tine  great  libel  ease  of  the 
Zengers, —  and  possibly  not  excelled  even  by  Patrick  Hen- 
ry, a  i&w  years  afterward,  when  he  dethroned  tiie  reason 
of  the  court,  and  led  captive  the  jury,  in  the  gi^t  tobacco 
case  in  Yiiginia.* 

Yet  the  movements  of  the  Indians,  and  the  designs  of 
the  French  in  Canada  were  not  entirely  overlooked.  On 
the  thirteenth  of  October,  Hie  general  assembly  being  in 
sesfflon,  the  lieutenant-governor  summoned  the  house  be- 
fore him,  and  announced  the  receipt  of  intelligence  of  a 
design  by  the  French,  to  establish  themselves  at  the  carry* 
ing*place  upon  Wood  ereek^  between  the  head,  or  south- 


irefy.  The  hoaM  ooai!d«f0d  the  flencBiig  of  •  elerk  m  iBnoraiimi  ttpoa 
tbeir  prfTUeges ;  and  Col.  PhillSpse,  Mri  Vcorphmk,  and  Mr.  Johiiflon,  w«re 
appointed  a  commiiteo  to  wait  upon  the  oounoll  and  demand  satiefaotion. 
The  oounoil  healed  the  matter  bj  a  oonciliatorj  resolution,  declaring  that 
no  dlBreepect  had  been  intended. 

I  For  an  animated  aoooont  of  this  oelebrated  case,  drawn,  howerer,  by 
the  partial  hand  of  a  son  writing  of  his  father,  see  Smith's  HUtoryy  vol.  IL 

>8ee  Ifirt^s  I^e  of  Fatriek  Henry, 
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CHAP,  em  end  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Hudson  river,^  and 
s-.,,^w  calling  for  means  to  enable  hiin  to  build  a  fort  and  plant 
1788.  a,  colony  of  settlers  there  for  the  defence  of  the  nordiem 
frontier,  to  be  composed  of  emigrants  from  Korth  Bri- 
tain.' The  lieutenant-governor  also  announced^  in  the 
same  speech,  that  a  delegation  of  Hie  Seneeas  had  de- 
parted for  Quebec,  to  treat,  as  it  was  understood,  with  M. 
Beauhamois,  then  the  goYemor  of  Canada,  with  a  view, 
after  all,  of  allowing  the  Fr^ich  to  plant  themselves  in  the 
beautiftil  valley  of  the  Tierondequot, —  a  measure  which, 
said  the  speech,  '^  would  put  an  end  to  the  Oswego  trade.'' 
In  conclusion  the  lieutenant-governor  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  enable  him  to  frustrate  their  designs, 
and  to  make  another  effort  for  the  purchase  of  the  Tieron- 
dequot. The  assembly  having  been  suddenly  dissolved  a 
few  days  subsequent  to  the  delivery  of  this  q>eech,  no 
steps  wete  taken  in  reference  to  eitheor  of  its  recommendar 
tions,  and  they  were  each  pressed  uigently  upon  the  new 
assembly  summoned  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  1739» 

^  The  Wood  creek  here  mentioned  is  altogether  a  different  stream  fVom 
that  spoken  of  a  few  pages  back,  at  the  Mohawk  earrying-plaee,  whtoh 
leads  into  the  Oneida  lake.  These  dupUoated  names  are  apt  to  create 
confusion.  .  The  present  town  of  Whitehall  stands  upon  the  Wood  oreek 
spoken  of  here  in  the  text,  which  poars  into  Lake  Champlain. 

^  The  North  Britons  here  spoken  of,  whom  Mr.  Clarke  proposed  coloniz- 
ing at  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain,  were  a  company  of  between  four  and 
fiye  hundred  adult'  Highlanders,  wiih  their  children,  who  had  been  brooi^ht 
to  the  colony  by  Captain  Laaghlin  Campbell,  in  the  expectation  of  settling 
them  upon  a  manor  of  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  he,  Campbell, 
aUedged  had  b^fu  promised,  hj^  bj  the  lientena|9it-gOYenior,-t--CampbeU» 
who  was  a  High)an4  chief^  oalqulatiag  to  become,  as  it  were,,  ''lord  of  the 
manor."  Smith  roundly  asserts  that  Clarke  had  stipulated  to  make  the 
grant  to  Campbell;  but  the  statement  was  contradicted  by  Dr.  Colden,  who 
was  at  the  time  in  question  a  member  of  the  executiye  council.  Certain  it 
is,  howcTer,  that  Campbell  had  the  emigrants  with  him  in  New  York ;  yet 
Colden  says  that  many  of  them  came  out  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  no 
more  land  had  been  promised  to  Campbell  than  he  could  bring  into  culti- 
vation.' Be  this  as  it  may,  the  disappointment  of  the  emigrants  was  great, 
and  they  suffered  much  keen  distress  before  they  could  take  oare  of  them- 
seWes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LXn  OF  SIB  WILLIAM  JOHNBON^  BART.  41 

The  years  1788  and  1789,  were  marked  by  increasing  chaf 
political  excitement)  and  the  dividing  lij|;ie  of  parties,  in-w^ 
volving  the  great  i»incq)les  of  civil  liberty  on  the  one  1788. 
side,  and  the  prerogatiTes  of  the  crown  pn  the  other, 
were  more  distinctly  drawn,  perhaps,  than  at  any  antece- 
dent period.  The  administrations  of  the  earlier  English 
govemoiB,  Nicholls  and  Lovelace,  were  benevolent,  and 
almost  parental.  Andross,  itis  true,  was  a  tyrant;  and 
during  his  administratioa  parties  were  formed,  as  in  Eng- 
land, upon  iiiB  mixed  questions  of  politics  and  religion, 
which  dethroned  the  last  and  most,  bigoted  of  the  Stuarts, 
and  brought  William  and  Mary  upon  the  throne.  Don- 
gan,  however,  the  last  of  the  gtuart  govemers  in  New 
York,  although  a  Roman  Oatholic,  was  nevertheless  mild 
in  the  administration  of  the  government,  and  a  gentleman 
in  his'  feelings  and  manners^  It  was  upon  his  firrival  in 
the  autumn  of  1688,  that  the  freeholders  of  the  colony 
were  invested  with  the  right  of  choosing  representatives 
to  meet  the  governor  in  general  assembly.^  For  nearly 
twenty  years  subsequent  to  the  revolution  of  1689,  the 
colony  was  torn  by  personal,  ratiier  than  political  factions, 
having  their  origin  in  the  controversy  which  compassed 
the  judicial  murder  of  the  unhappy  Leisler  and  his  son- 
in-law  Milbome.  These  factions  dying  out  in  the  lapse 
of  years,  other  questions  arose,  the  principal  of  which 
was  that  important  one  which  always,  sooner  or  later, 
springs  up  in  every  English  colony, —  involving,  on  the 

1  Two  yewa  preTiput  to  the  ftrrWal  of  Dongsn,  the  aldermen  of  New 
Tork,  and  tke  juetioes  of  the  peace  of  the  ooittt  of  assixep  in  consequenoe 
of  the  tyranny  of  Andross,  had  petilioned  the  duke  that  the  people  might 
he  aUowed  to  participate  in  the  affairs  of  the  govenimtait  hy  the  oonstmo- 
iion  of  a  general  aesembly,  in  whloh  they  might  bf  represented.  Through 
the  iBterpoaill<(n  of  William  Penn,  who  ei^oyed  the  favor  both  of  the  king 
and  the  duke,  the  point  was  yielded,  and  Colonel  Dongan  was  instructed  to 
allow  the  people  a  Toioe  in  the  goyemment  Greatly  to  the  joy  of  the  in- 
habitants, therefore,  who  had  become  turbtQent,  if  not  disaffected,  under  the 
deepotie  rule  of  AikdrbiBis,  Vrits  were  issued  to  the  sheriffs  tumlnoning  the 
lirMhold«rs  to  chooeereprftentatiTeflito  moot  the  new  gevemor  in  aosembfy 
on  tiieBeTentoenth  of  October,  16S8. 
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CMP.  one  hand,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  the  rightB  of  the 
s-^^-;' people,  and  on  the  other  the  claims  of  the  crown.  Inra- 
1788.  riably,  almost,  if  not  qtdte,  the  straggle  is  origmated  upon 
some  question  of  revenue, — either  in  the  leyjing  thereof^ 
or  in  its  disposition,  or  both.  Thos  in  tiie  origin  x>f  those 
political  parties  in  ISew  York,  which  continaed  with 
greater  or  less  acrimony  until  the  separation  from  the 
parent  country,  Sloughter  and  Fleteher  had  both  en- 
deavored to  obtain  grants  of  revenue  to  the  crown  for 
life,  but  had  failed.  Subsequently  grants  had  been  occa- 
sionally made  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  for  a  term  of 
years ;  but  latterly,  especially  during  the  administration 
of  Governor  Cosby,  the  general  assembly  had  grown  more 
tefractoty  upon  the  subject, — pertinaoiously  insisting,  that 
they  would  vote  the  salaries  for  the  officers  of  the  crown 
only  with  the  annual  supplies*  This  was  a  principle  which 
the  governors,  as  the  representatives  of  the  crown,  felt 
bound  to  resist,  as  being  an  infiingement  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative. Henceforward,  therefore,  until  the  colony  cast 
off  its  allegiance,  the  struggle  in  regard  to  the  revenue, 
and  its  disposition,  was  almost  perpetually  before  the  peo- 
ple, in  one  form  or  another ;  and  in  some  yeaihs^  owing  to 
the  obstinacy  of  the  representatives  of  the  crown  on  one 
side,  and  the  inflexibility  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  on  the  other,  supplies  were  not  granted  at  all.  Mr. 
Clarke,  although  he  had  the  address  to  throw  oS,  or  to 
evade,  the  difficulty^  for  the  space  of  two  years,  was  never- 
theless doomed  soon  to  encounter  it.  Accordingly,  in  his 
speech  to  the  assembly  at  the  autumnal  session  of  1788, 
he  complained  that  another  year  had  elapsed  without  any 
provision  being  made  for  the  support  of  his  m^esty's  go- 
vernment in  the  province, — the  neglect  having  ocoured 
by  reason  of  "  a  practice  not  warranted  \yy  the  usage  of 
any  former  general  assemblies."  He  therefore  insisted 
strongly  upon  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  payment 
of  salaries;  lor  the  payment  of  the  public  creditors;  and 
fbr  the  general  secmily  of  the  public  credit  by  tibe  crea- 
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tion  of  a  ainking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  o^* 
the  colony.  v-^-* 

The  aaeembly  wae  refiractoiy.  Instead  of  complying  ^^^^ 
with  the  demands  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  house 
iresolved  unanimoasly  that  they  would  grant  no  supplies 
upon  that  principle ;  and  in  regard  to  a  sinking  fund 
for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  afloat,  they  re- 
fused any  other  measure  than  a  continuance  of  the  exist- 
ing excise.  These  spirited  and  peremptory  resolutions 
gave  high  offence  to  the  representative  of  the  crown ; 
and  on  the  day  following  their  adoption,  the  assembly 
was  fflunmoned  to  the  fort,  and  dissolved  by  a  speech,  de- 
claring the  said  resolutions  ^^to  be  such  presumptuous, 
daring,  and  unprecedented  steps  that  he  could  not  look 
upon  them  but  with  astonishment,  nor  could  he  with 
honor  suffer  their  authors  to  sit  any  longer." 

The  temper  of  the  joew  assembly,  summoned  in  the  ^^••' 
spring  of  the  aucceeding  year,  1789,  was  no  more  in  unison 
with  tiie  desires  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  than  that  of 
the  former.  The  demand  ;for  a  permanent  supply  bill 
was  urged  at  several  successive  sessions,  only  to  be  met 
with  obstinate  refusals.  The  second  session,  held  in  the 
autumn,  was  interrupted  in  October,  by  a  prorogation  of 
several  days,  for  the  express  purpose  of  affording  the 
membmi  leisure  ^^to  reflect  seriously"  upon  the  line  of 
duty  required  of  them  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country ; 
for,  not  only  was  the  assembly  resolutely  persisting  in  the 
determination  to  make  only  annual  grants  of  supplies,  but 
they  were  preparing  to.  trench  yet  fiftrther  upon  the  royal 
prerogative,  by  insisting  npon  specific  applications  of  the . 
revenue,  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  itself.  Meantime,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  October,  the  lieutenant-governor  brought  the 
subject  of  his  differences  with  the  assembly  formally  be- 
fore his  privy  council.  In  regard  to  the  new  popular 
movement  of  this  assembly,  insisting  upon  a  particular 
application  of  the  revenues  to  be  granted  in  the  body  of 
the  act  for  the  support  of  the  government,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  said  they  had  been  moved  to  that  determinatiaii 
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OHAP.  by  the  example  of  New  Jersey,  where  an  act  of  that  nature 
w^^had  lately  been  passed.  He  was  unwilling  to  allow  any 
178».  encroachment  lipon  the  rights  of  the  crown.  Yet,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  defenceless  situation  of  the  colony,  he 
felt  uneasy  at  su^ch  a  turn  of  affiurs ;  and  not  being  difr- 
posed  to  revive  old  animosities,  or  to  create  new  ones  by 
another  summary  dissolution,  he  asked  the  advice  of  the 
council.  51ie  subject  tras  referred  to  a  committee,  of 
which  the  Hon.  Daniel  Horsmanden,  an  old  member  of 
the  council,  was  chairman.  This  gentleman  was  one  of 
the  most  sturdy  supporters  of  the  royal  prerogative ;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  existing  posture  of  affiiirs,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  provision  for  the  public  safety,  the 
committee  reported  unanimously  against  a  dissolution. 
They  believed,  also,  that  the  assembly,  and  the  peo- 
ple whom  they  represented,  had  the  disputed  point  so 
much  at  heart  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  busi- 
ness with  them  unless  it  was  conceded ;  and,  besides,  it 
was  argued,  should  a  dissolution  take  plaee,  there  was  no 
reason  for  supposing  that  the  next  assembly  would  be  less 
tenacious  in  asserting  the  offensive  principle.  Since,  more- 
over, the  governor  of  New  Jersey  had  yielded  the  point, 
the  committee  advised  to  the  same  course  in  New  York.* 
The  point  was  conceded ;  and  the  effect,  for  the  moment, 
was  to  produce  a  better  state  of  feeling  in  the  assembly. 
Supplies  were  granted,  but  only  for  the  year ;  and  various 


1  See  the  old  minutes  of  tlie  ezeontiTe  or  privy  eotmeil,  in  mumeoript,  in. 
tlie  secretary  of  state's  office  in  Albany.  To  aroid  oonAuion  hereafter,  it 
Siay  be  weU  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  the  cottncil  acted  in  a  two-fold 
eapaoity :  first,  as  advisary ;  second,  as  legislatiye.  "  In  the  first,"  says 
Smith,  in  his  chapter,  entitled  Political  State,  they  are  a  priyy  council  to 
the  governor."  When  thus  acting  they  are  often  called  the  executive  or  his 
mi^esty's  council.  Hence,  privy  council  and  executive  council  are  eynoni- 
moUB.  During  the  session  of  the  legislature,  however,  ih^  wme  council  sat 
(without  the  presence  of  the  governor)  as  a  legislative  council;  and  in 
•uch  capacity  exercised  the  same  functions  as  the  senate  of  the  present 
day -^  so  far  as  regards  the  passing  of  laws.  The  journals  of  this  last  or 
legislative  council  hav^e  recently  been  published  by  the  state  of  New  Tork 
fuider  the  supenriBiea  of  Dr*  E.  B.  O*0all>ghan. 
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appropriations  were  made  for  placing  the  colony  in  a  pos-  cbaf. 
tore  of  defence.     The  Mohawks,  among  other  things,  re-*^.,^— ^ 
quired  either  that  the  dilapidated  defences  of  Dyiondaroga  ^''*^- 
(Fort  Hxmter)  should  be  repaired  or  rebuilt,  and  that  a 
garrison  should  be  co(ntiBued  there,  under  a  threat  of 
leaving  &eir  own  countiy  and  removing  into  Canada; 
and  they  were  considered  of  too  much  importance  as  a 
line  of  defence  against  the  French,  to  allow  their  demand 
in  this  respect  to  be  disregarded. 

But  it  is  seldom  that  the  wheels  of  revolution  roll  biick- 
ward,  and  the  concession  which  allowed  the  general  as- 
sembly to  prescribe  the  application  or  disposition  of  the 
supplies  they  voted,  ever  before  claimed  as  the  legal 
and  known  prerogative  of  the  crown,  appeased  the  popu- 
lar party  only  for  a  very  short  time.  Indeed,  nothing  is 
more  certain,  whether  in  monarehiefl  or  republios,  than  that 
the  governed  are  never  satisfied  with  concessions,  while 
each  sucoessM  demand  only  increases  the  popular  clamor 
for  more.  Thus  was  it  in  the  experience  of  Mr.  Clarke.  It 
IB  tme,  indeed,  that  the  year  1740  passed  without  any  direct  1740. 
collision  upon  the  question  of  prerogative  ;"^lthough  at 
the  second  short  session  of  that  year,  the  speech  alleged 
the  entire  exhaustion  of  the  revenue,  and  again  demanded 
an  ample  appropriation  for  a  term  of  years.  But  the  con- 
troversy was  re^opened  at  the  spring  session  of  the  follow- 
ing year, — 1741,--K)n  which  occasion  the  lieutenant^gov- 1741. 
emor  delivered  a  speech,  long,  beyond  precedent,  and 
enumerating  the  grievances  of  the  crown  by  reason  of  the 
continued  encroachments  of  the  general  assembly.  The 
speech  began  by  an  elaborate  review  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  difficulties  that  had  existed  between  the 
representatives  of  the  crown  and  the  assembly,  in  respect 
to  the  granting  of  supplies, — evincing — such,  indeed,  is 
the  inference, — a  want  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the 
latter,  in  view  of  the  biesmngs  which  the  colony  had  en- 
joyed under  the  pa;temal  care  of  the  government  since 
the  revolution  of  1688.  But  it  was  not  in  connection  with 
the  supplies,  only,  that  the  assembly  had  invaded  the 
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ORAP.  rights  of  the  crown.  It  was  the  andoubted  prerogative  of 
s..^^  the  crown  to  appoint  the  treasurer.  Tet,  the  assembly  had 
1741.  demanded  the  electicm  of  that  officer.  Not  satisfied  with 
that  conoession,  they  had  next  claimed  the  right  of  choos- 
ing the  auditor-general.  Failing  in  that  demand,  they  had 
sought  to  accompliah  their  object  by  withholding  the  sala- 
ry from  that  officer.  These  encroachments,  he  said,  had 
been  gradually  increasing  from  year  to  year,  until  appre- 
hensions had  been  seriously  awakened  in  England  '^  that 
the  plantations  are  not  without  thoughts  of  throwing  oiT 
their  dependence  on  the  crown."  He"^  therefore,  admon- 
ished the  assembly  to  do  away  sudi  an  impression  ^'  by 
^ving  to  his  majesty  such  a  revenue,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  will  enable  him  to  pay  his  own  officers  and  serv- 
ants," as  had  been  done  from  the  revolution,  down  to  the 
year  1709 — during  which  period  the  colony  was  far  less 
able  to  bear  such  a  burden  than  now.^ 

Thus  early  and  deeply  were  those  principles  striking 
root  in  America,  which  John  Hampden  had  assejntedy  and 
poured  out  his  blood  io  defend,  in  the  great  ship-money 
contest  with  Oharies  I.^— which  brought  that  unhappy 
monarch  to  the  block, — and  which, —  falfilling  the  ap- 
prehensions of  Mr.  Clarice, — thirty-five  yeam  afterward, 
separated  the  colonies  from  the  Briitish  crown ; — ^although 
in  the  answer  of  the  house  to  the  ^^  insinuation  of  a  sus- 
picion" of  a  desire  for  independence,  with  real  or  afifected 
gravity,  they  ^'  vouched  that  not  a  dingle  person  in  the 
colony  had  any  such  thoughts;  adding — "  for  under  what 
government  can  we  be  better  protected,  or  our  liberties  or 
properties  so  well  secured  ?"  * 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  were  not  forgotten 

1  Vide  Joumalt  of  the  Colonial  Astembly,  toI.  i,  Hagli  OaiiM's  edition. 
This  (1741),  was  the  year  in  whieh  the  chapel,  baitaeks,  eeoretavy'a  office. 
&c.,  of  Fort  Cheorge  (the  Battery),  were  burnt,  and  the  apeeeh  referred  to 
in  the  text,  ashed  an  appropriation  for  their  rebuilding — but  without  sue 
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at  any  time  by  Mr.  Clarke.  The  Mohawks  having  re- chap. 
qneeted  an  appropriation  for  the  rebxdlding  of  their  chapel,  w^^ 
the  attention  cf  the  assembly  was  invited  to  the  subject,  ^^*^- 
and  the  occasion  was  improved  to  bestow  a  well-d^ierved 
compliment  to  the  English  missionary  among  that  people 
— the  Bev.  Mr.  Barclay,  who,  it  was  said,  ^^had  opened  a 
glorious  prospect  of  spreading  the  Christian  fidtix  and 
worship  throughout  the  Six  Nations."*  The  assembly 
declined  making  the  grant — alleging  that  if  the  Christian 
converts  in  that  nation  were  increasing,  the  ftmds  required 
for  a  new  chapel  should  be  raised  by  private  contributions. 
But  there  were  other  considerations  connected  with  the 
Indian  policy,  which  it  would  not  answer  to  neglect.  War 
had  been  declared  by  the  parent  government  agunst 
Spun ;  and  lively  apprehensions  were  entertained  of  an 
approaching  rupture  with  France.  In  anticipation  of  such 
an  event,  fortifications  were  required  for  the  security  of 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  also  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  — particularly  of  Oswego, — to  the  importance  of 
strengthening  which  the  lieutenant-governor  repeatedly 
called  the  attention  of  the  assembly.  In  the  event  of  a 
war  with  France,  he  was  greatly  apprehensive  that  this 
post  would  be  taken,  in  which  case  there  was  reason  to 
fear  from  tiie  temper  of  late  manifested  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions, that  they  would  all  fall  away  to  the  enemy.  In  this 
emergency,  appropriations  were  asked  to  enable  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor to  convoke  a  grand  council  of  the  Con- 
federates at  Albany,  which  was  accordingly  held  in  the 

1  The  mlBiionaiy  thus  mentioned  in  the  text,  was  the  Bey.  Henry  Barolftj, 
afterward  a  doctor  of  divinitj,  and  rector  of  Trinity  Chnroh  in  the  oitj  of 
Kew  Tork.  He  was  a  natlTe  of  Albany,  and  a  graduate  of  Tale  College  of  the 
year  IITM.  He  reoeWed  orders  in  Xn^^and ;  and  after  MTeral  years'  Berrice 
in  Um  Mohawk  eoontry,  ae  a  miMionaiy,  waa  called  to  New  Tork.  The 
translation  of  the  Utugy  into  the  Mohawk  language,  waa  made  under  his 
direction,  and  that  of  Rev.  W.  Andrews  and  the  BeT.  J.  OgUyie.  Mr. 
Ogiltie  sneceeded  him  both  in  the  missioa,  and  also,  on  his  deeease,  ia 
Xrtrf^ObNmk    Mr.B«rslaydMial765. 
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djAP.  month  of  August.  The  lieutenautrgovemor'B  opening 
v^rv^  speech  to  the  assemblage  of  sachems  and  warriors  was 
^^*^-  both  happily  conoeived  and  expressed --^creditable  alike 
to  his  head  and  his  heart  After  an  apology  for  not  hav- 
ing met  them  at  an  eairlier  day,  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  small-pox  in  New  York,  the  infection 
of  which  he  was  apprehensive  might  be  conveyed  among 
their  people,  he  admonished  them  against  the  dangers 
arising  from  the  ittx)pen8ity  of  their  young  warriors  to 
join  tilie  Indians  in  the  interest  of  the  French,  in  their 
hostile  expeditions  ag^nst  the  more  distant  tribes  of  their 
own  kindred.  The  enticing  of  their  ypung  men  in  those 
expeditions,  he  argued,  waa  an  artftil  deviQe  of  the  French 
to  divide  and  weaken  them-  "When  united,'*  said  he, 
"you  are  like  a  strong,  rope,  made  of  many  strings,  and 
threads  twisted  together,  but  when  separated,  weak  and 
easily  broken.  Thus  they  attempt  to  divide  and  weaken 
you,  by  leading  your  rash  young  men  upon  their  distant 
wars.  They  hope  so  to  weaken  you  by  degrees,  as  by  and 
by  to  be  able  to  conquer  you.  If  they  were .  lovers  of 
liberty  themselves,  they  ought  not  to  tzy  to  enslave  other 
nations." 

It  was  doubtless  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  this  spe- 
cies of  intercourse  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Indians 
on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  line,  that  the  former  were  so 
frequently  disposed  to  join  the  French — a  disposition  re- 
quiring so  many  largesses,  and  so  much  tact  and  activity 
to  counteract  The  lieutenant-governor  likewise  drew  a 
contrast  between  the  tyrannical  and  overbearing  conduct 
of  the  French  toward  the  Indians,  as  compared  with  the 
liberal  and  humane  treatment  which  the  red-men  had  al- 
ways received  at  the  hands  of  the  English.  Whether  that 
contrast  was  in  all  Respects  a  just  one,  it  were  bootless 
now  to  inquire. 

.  In  the  course  of  the  speech,  the  lieutenant*govemor 
attempted  to  impart  to  the  sadiems  and  wamdis  some 
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wholesoxne  lessons  of  filial  piety,  and  to  infdse  into  their  oeuup. 
hearts  some  juster  and  loftier  notions  of  true  courage  w^^ 
than  were  prevalent  among  that  rude  people.  He  endea-  ' 
vored  to  impress  it  upon  their  minds  that  wars  upon  wo- 
men and  children  were  the  opposite  of  brave,  and  that  the 
scalps  of  such  when  brought  in  from  the  war-path,  were 
the  trophies  of  cowards.  He  also  exhorted  them  to  aban- 
don the  cruelties  practiced  by  their  people  in  war — re- 
minding them  that  the  cruelties  they  inflicted  upon  others, 
were  sure  in  the  end  to  be  visited  upon  themselves  in 
return;  and  in  again  admonishing  them  against  their 
associations  with  the  French,  he  reminded  them  of  the 
fact,  that  in  some  of  their  distant  expeditions  in  company 
with  the  Indians  in  that  interest,  they  had  been  compelled 
to  strike  the  heads  of  their  own  remote  allies,  sjid  some- 
tknee  it  had  been  proved  that  they  had  struck  down  their 
own  people — probably  unawares. 

In  connecticHi  with  this  intimacy  with  the  French,  Mr* 
Clarke  complained  that  some  of  the  Onondaga  chie&  had 
even  been  to  converse  with  the  governor  of  Canada,  after 
the  council  they  were  then  holding  had  been  summoned. 
Still,  he  thanked  them  for  the  disposition  they  had  shown 
to  keep  the  path  open  to  the  trading-post  at  Oswego,  and 
complimented  them  for  their  wisdom  in  keeping  the 
French  from  Tierondequot.  In  conclusion  he  informed 
them  that  he  had  it  in  charge  from  the  great  king  their 
&ther,  to  negotiate  a  general  peace  among  all  the  Indians, 
so  that  they,  with  all  the  red-men  south  and  west  to  the 
great  Mississippi,  should  form  a  mighty  chain,  strong  and 
bright.    This  work,  he  said,  he  was  determined  to  do. 

The  sachems  were  shrewd  in  their  replies.  In  regard 
to  Oswego,  they  wished  '^  their  brother  Corlaer,^  would 

^  The  name  or  title  by  which  the  Six  Nations  always  designated  the  Eng- 
lish goTemors  of  Kew  York.    The  original  Colaer  was  a  Oerman  trader 
greatly  belered  by  the  Six  Nation*.    He  was  drowned  in  Lake  Ghanplftla 
while  on  one  of  Us  tni4uig  trips. 
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CHAP,  make  powder  and  lead  cheaper  there,  and  pay  the  Indian« 
w,y^ better  for  helpmg  to  build  their  honses.''  Of  the  Tieron* 
1^*1-  deqnot  matter  they  replied :  "  You  said  that  we  had  acted 
very  wisely  in  not  suffering  the  French  to  settle  at  Ti&- 
rondequoty  and  that  if  they  only  had  liberty  to  build  a 
fishing-hut  there,  they  would  soon  build  a  fort  We  per^ 
edoe  thai  both  you  and  the  Drmeh  intend  to  seiUe  ihatplaeey  bid 
weareJvUyresdvedthcUneUhcr  ymi  nor  they  shM  There 

is  a  jealousy  between  you  and  the  governor  of  Oanada.  If 
either  should  settle  there  it  would  breed  mischief.  Such  near 
neighbors  can  never  agree.  We  think  that  the  trading* 
houses  at  Oswego  and  I^iagara  are  near  'enough  to  each 
other."  Touching  the  simile  of  the  rope,  they  said  it  was 
their  desire  to  make  it  strong  by  preserving  fiiendship 
with  as  many  nations  as  they  could.  ^'As  our  great  fMiher 
tiie  great  king  has  commanded  us  that  we  should  be  as 
one  flesh  and  blood  with  the  Indians  to  the  southward  and 
westward  as  fiir  as  the  Mississippi,  so  we  accept  of  them  aa 
brethren,  that  we  may  be  united  as  one  heart  and  one 
flesh,  according  to  the  king's  commandm^it.  But  we 
desire  that  some  of  the  sachems  of  those  southern  In^ 
dians  do  come  here,  which  will  strengthen  and  confirm 
this  treaty*  We  will  give  them  two  years  time  to  come 
in,  and  in  the  mean  time  keep  at  home  all  our  fighting 
men." 

In  his  rejoinder,  the  lieutenant-governor  told  them  he 
OQuld  perceive  no  necessity  for  any  meeting  between  them 
and  the  daie&  of  the  south  and  west  He  was  already 
clothed  with  power  to  conclude  for  them  a  general  peace. 
He  fiirther  informed  them  that  he  had  some  presents  fix>m 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  but  waa  instructed  not  to  de- 
liver the  articles  unless  they  first  received  all  the  Indians 
under  his  majesty's  protection  into  the  covenant  chain. 

The  result  of  the  conference,  after  the  chie&  were  made 
to  understand  that  Corlaer  was  empowered  fully  to  treat 
in  behalf  of  the  southern  Indians,  was,  that  they  agreed  to 
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receive  them  all  into  the  covenant  chain, —  adding:  "and chap. 
we  shall  ever  look  upon  them  as  oar  own  brethren,  and  ^-v— ' 
as  our  own  flesh,  as  if  they  lyid  been  bom   and  bred     -^' 
amongst  us.    And  as  we  have  never  yet  been  guilty  of 
violating  treaties,  so  you  may  depend  that  we  will  keep 
this  inviolable  to  the  end  of  the  world/'* 

The  council  broke  up  amicably,  and  the  Indians,  well 
laden  with  presents,  returned  to  their  homes,  professing  a 
friendship  for  Oorlaer  which  was  to  endure  so  long  as  the 
Great  Spirit  should  cause  the  grass  to  grow  and  the  water 
to  run.  But  however  firm  the  grasp  by  which  they  pur- 
posed to  hold  on  to  their  end  of  the  covenant  chain,  their 
good  resolutions  were  liable  to  be  shaken  by  every  trifling 
circumstance  that  awaketied  their  unslumbering  jealousy, 
while  the  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  Onondagas,  Car 
yugas,  and  Senecas,  which  the  Jesuits  retained  till  the 
last,  in  all  times  of  peril,  rendered  their  constancy  an  ob- 
ject of  doubtful  solicitude  in  the  minds  of  the  English. 
Still,  the  pacification  effected  by  Mr.  Clarke  contributed 
largely  to  the  repose  of  the  Six  Nations  for  the  two  ensu- 
ing years, — 1741  and  1742.*    The  lieutenant-governor,  it 

1  Unpublished  miDutes  of  ike  ezecutiye  council,  secretary  of  state's  office, 
iBAlba&y. 

*  In  the  manuscript  journals  of  the  privy  council  which  hare  never  been 
published,  and  which  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state  in  Albany,  it  is  stated,  under  the  date  of  May  thirty-first,  1742,  that 
the  Heutenant-goTernor  announced  to  the  council-board  that  he  had  sum* 
moned  the  Six  Nations  to  meet  him  in  Albany,  on  the  seyenth  of  June ;  but 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  from  the  treasurer  to 
purchase  presents  for  the  Indians.  The  treasurer  alledged  that  he  had  not 
the  money  nor  could  he  obtain  it.  He  had,  however,  some  other  Ainds,  to  th« 
amount  of  £600^  which  he  offered  to  famish  toward  the  neeossary  supply. 
But  the  lieutenant-governor  said  he  could  not  go  unless  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  answer  the  object  could  be  procured.  Whereupon  Mr.  Livingston 
offered  to  make  the  npces^ftry  ndvnnce.  It  is  not  however  certain  that  the 
council  wan  held,  gince  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  account  of  it  either 
in  tha  oovnoil  minutae  «r  alsewh^re. 
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oHAP.  is  true,  adverted  to  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  Indian 
wy-/ frontiers  occasionally  in  his  speeches  to  the  general  assem- 
1741.  ijjy^  especially  to  the  important  post  of  Oswego.  But  the 
popularity  of  Mr.  Clarke  was  rapidly  on  the  wane.  Chief 
Justice  De  Lancy,  the  master  spirit  of  the  council,  having 
rather  abandoned  him,  and  attached  himself  to  the  popu- 
lar party,  managed  to  preserve  a  considerate  coolness  on 
the  part  of  that  body  toward  their  executive  head,  while 
the  house  heeded  but  little  his  recommendations. 

The  only  subject  of  local  excitement,  however,  during 
the  year  1741,  was  the  celebrated  plot  supposed  to  have 
been  discovered  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  to  murder  the 
inhabitants  of  New  York,  and  ravage  and  bum  thecity^ — 
an  affair  which  reflects  little  credit  either  upon  the  dis- 
cernment, or  the  humanity,  of  that  generation. 

The  burning  of  the  public  buildings,  comprising  the 
governor's  residence,  the  secretary's  office,  the  chapel  and 
barracks,  in  March,  1741, — an  occurrence  which  has  al- 
ready been  anticipated  in  a  note  to  a  preceding  page,  was 
first  announced  to  the  general  assembly  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor  as  the  result  of  an  accident^ — a  plumber,  who 
had  been  engaged  upon  some  repairs,  having  left  fire  in 
a  gutter  between  the  house  and  chapel.  But  several  other 
fires  occurring  shortly  afterward.  In  diffSsrent  parts  of  the 
city, — some  of  them,  perhaps,  under  circumstances  that 
could  not  readily  be  explained,  suspicions  were  awakened 
that  the  whole  were  acts  of  incendiaries.  Kot  a  chimney 
caught  fire, — ^and  they  were  not  at  that  day  very  well 
swept, — but  the  incident  was  attributed  to  design.  Such 
was  the  case  in  respect  to  the  chimney  of  Captain  War- 
ren's house,  situated  near  the  ruins  of  the  public  buildings, 
by  the  taking  fire  of  which  the  roof  was  partially  destroyed, 
and  other  instances  might  be  enumerated.  Suspicion,  to 
borrow  the  language  of  Shakespeare,  ^^hath  a  ready 
tongue,"  and  is  "all  stuck  ftiU  of  eyes,"  which  are  not 
easily  put  to  sleep.    Incidents  and  circumstances,  ordinary 
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and  extraordinary,  were  seized  upon  and  brought  together  chap. 
by  comparison,  until  it  became  obvious  to  all  that  there  w^^w 
was  actually  a  conspiracy  for  compassing  such  a  stupen-  ^^*^* 
dous  act  of  arson  as  the  burning  of  the  entire  town  and 
murder  of  the  people.  Nor  was  it  long  before  the  plot 
was  festened  upon  the  negro  slaves  —  then  forming  no  in- 
considerable portion  of  the  population.  A  negro,  with 
violent  gesticulation,  had  been  heard  to  utter  some  terms 
of  unintelligible  jargon,  in  which  the  words  "fire,  fire, 
scorch,  scorch,"  were  heard  articulated,  or  supposed  to  be 
heaard.  The  crew  of  a  Spanish  ship,  brought  into  the 
port  as  a  prize,  were  sold  into  slavery.  They  were  sus- 
pected of  disaffection,  as  well  they  might  be,  and  yet 
be  innocent;  seized,  and  thrown  into  prison.  Coals 
were  found  di^osed,  as  was  supposed,  for  burning  a  hay- 
stack ;  a  negro  had  been  seen  jumping  ovef  a  fence,  and 
flying  from  a  house  that  had  takeh  fire,  in  another  place ; 
and  in  a  word  a  vafit  varieity  of  hicidents,  trifling  and  un- 
important, were  collated,  and  talked  over,  until  universal 
consternation  seized  upon  the  inhabitants,  from  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest.  As  Hume  remarks  of  the  Popish  plot 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  11,  ^  each  breath  of  rumor  made 
the  people  start  with  anxiety;  their  enemies,  they  thought, 
were  in  their  bosoms.  They  were  skwakened  from  their 
slumbers  by  the  cry  of  Phty  and  like  men  affiighted,  and 
in  the  dark,  took  every  figdre  for  a  spectre.  The  terror 
of  each  man  became  a  source  of  terror  to  another.  And, 
an  universal  panic  being  difltised,  reason,  and  argument, 
and  common  sensd,  and  common  humanity,  lost  all  influ- 
ence  over  them,"*  A  Titus  Gates  was  found  in  the  per- 
son of  a  poor  weak  servant-girl  in  a  sailor's  boarding- 
house,  named  Mary  Burton,  who,  after  much  importunity 

1  Quoted  by  Dunlap,  who  bM  giyexi  a  good  ooUection  of  facts  retpeoting 
this  remarkablo  plot,  though  not  rendered  into  a  weU-digested  narraliTe. 
See  ehapt.  xzi»  of  hit  Hiitwy. 
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cmr.  confessed  that  she  had  heard  certaLn  negroes,  in  the  pre« 
wy^  ceding  February,  conferring  in  private,  for  the  purpose 
^^^^'  of  setting  the  town  on  fire.  She  at  first  confined  the  con- 
spirators to  blacks ;  but  afterward  several  white  persons 
were  included,  among  whom  were  her  landlord,  whose 
name  was  Hughson,  his  wife,  another  maid-servant,  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  named  Uiy.  Some  other  information 
was  obtained  firom  other  informers,  and  numerous  arrests 
were  made ;  and  the  several  strong  apartments  in  the  City 
Hall,  called  '^the  jails,"  were  crowded  with  prisoners, 
amounting  in  numbers  to  twenty-six  whites  and  above 
one  hundred  and  sixty  slaves.^  Ifumerous  executions 
took  place,  upon  the  most  Mvolous  and  unsatisfactory  tes- 
timony; but  jurors  and  magistrates  were  alike  panic- 
stricken  and  wild  with  terror.  Among  the  sufferers  wer^ 
Hughson,  his  wife,  and  the  maid-servant,  as  also  the  Ro- 
manist Ury,  who  was  capitally  accused,  not  only  as  a  con«» 
spirator,  but  for  officiating  as  a  priest,  upon  an  old  law  of 
the  colony,  heretofore  mentioned  as  having  been  passed 
at  the  instance  of  Qovemor  Bellamont^  to  drive  the  French 
missionaries  from  among  the  Indians.  <'  The  whole  sum- 
mer was  spent  in  the  prosecutions ;  every  new  trial  led  to 
further  accusations :  a  coincidence  of  slight  circumstances 
was  magnified  by  the  general  terror  into  violent  presump- 
tions; tales  collected  without  doors,  mingling  with  the 
proo&  given  at  the  bar,  poisoned  the  minds  of  the  jurors ; 
and  this  sanguinary  spirit  of  the  day  suffered  no  cheek  until 
Mary,  the  capital  informer,  bewildered  by  frequent  exami- 
nations and  suggestions,  began  to  touch  characters  which 
malice  itself  dared  not  suspect."  Then,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Popish  plot,  and  the  prosecutions  for  witchcraft  in 
Salem,  the  magistrates  and  jurors  began  to  pau^e.  But 
not  until  many  had  been  sent  to  their  final  account  by  the 
spirit  of  fimaticism  which  had  bereft  men  of  their  reason, 

» Smith's  BUtory  of  New  York,  toI.  ii,  pp.  70,  76. 
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as  innocent  of  the  charges  laid  against  them  as  the  con-  chap. 
victing  courts  and  jurors  themselves.    Thirteen  negroes  v-v--^ 
were  humt  at  the  stake,  eighteen  were  hanged,  and  sev-  ^ 
eniy  transported.* 

1  Smith.  Dftniel  Honm^adeny  tlie  third  Juilio«  of  the  sapreme  ooort, 
published  the  history  of  this  strange  affair  in  a  ponderous  quarto.  He  was 
concerned  in  the  administration  joi  the  judicial  proceedings,  however,  and 
wrote  hia  history  before  the  delusion  had  passed  away.  Chief  Justice  Be 
Lanoej  presided  at  leMtat  some  of  the  trials;  and  he,  too,  though  an  able 
and  elear-minded  man,  was  carried  away  by  the  delusion. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

1742—1744. 

CHAP.  Fbw  names  in  the  colonial  history  of  the  United  States, 
/have  descended  to  the  present  day  with  greater  renown, 
than  that  of  Sib  William  Johnson,  Babt.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing its  frequent  occurrence  in  the  annab  of  his  times, 
and  its  intimate  association  with  the  public  afiEairs  of  the 
country  during  the  period  of  nearly  foiiy  years  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  American  revolution,  it  may  well  be 
questioned  whether  the  life  and  character  of  any  other 
public  man,  equally  distinguished,  have  been  so  inade- 
quately appreciated,  or  so  imperfectly  understood.  Com- 
ing to  America  at  the  instance  of  a  relative,  when,  if  not 
a  mere  youth  of  fifteen,  he  was  certamly  a  very  young 
man,  he  threw  himself  boldly  into  the  wilderness,  and 
with  but  little  assistance,  became  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune  and  fame.  From  the  subordinate  station  of  an 
agent  in  charge  of  the  landed  properly  of  his  relative,  he 
became  successively  a  farmer,  a  dealer  in  peltries,  a  mer- 
chant, a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies 
of  his  adopted  country,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British 
realm, — possessed  of  an  estate  of  great  value,  and  tran- 
scending in  extent  the  broadest  domains  of  the  nobles  of 
his  parent-land.  The  hero  alike  of  veritable  history  and 
of  romance,  his  actual  career  being  withal  more  romantic 
by  far  than  any  of  the  tales  which  the  writers  of  fiction 
have  succeeded  in  inventing  for  him,  his  character, —  from 
the  wild  border-life  which  he  led,  and  from  his  associa- 
tions, both  in  civilized  life  and  as  coimected  with  the  In- 
dians, and  the  wonderfid  influence  he  acquired  over  the 
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latter,-*— has  been  invested,  both  in  books  and  by  tradition,  c^. 
with  qualities  strange  and  undefinable, — such  indeed  asv^v^ 
are  believed  to  have  appertained  to  no  other  man  of  his  ^'^^' 
own,  or  of  any  other  age.^ 

William  Johnson, — afterward  Sib  Willum  Johnson, 
Babt.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Christopher  Johnson,  Esquire, 
of  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland,— of  a  fEunily 
ancient  in  its  descent,  and  honorable  in  its  alliances.  His 
mother  was  Anne  Warren,  sister  of  the  brothers  Oliver 
and  Peter, — afterward  Sir  Peter  Warren,  K  B. — whos^ 
names  are  identified  with  the  naval  glory  of  England, 
The  Warrens  were  of  an  old  and  honorable  family,  posk 
sessing  an  estate  in  the  countf  of  Down  from  the  first 
arrival  of  the  English  in  Ireland.  Oliver  Warren,  the 
eldest  son  of  his  fitther,  was  a  captain  in  the  royal  navy, 
and  served  with  reputation  during  the  reigns  of  Queen 
Anne  and  Gkorge  the  First'  Peter,  the  yoxmge^t  son, 
having  been  trained  to  the  nautical  profession  under  th^ 
imme£ate  eye  of  his  brother,  was  appointed  in  the  suio- 
mer  of  1727,  to  the  command  of  the  Qrafbon,  one  ojf  tt^ 
four  ships  of  the  line  sent  out  under  Sir  George  Walton, 
to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager,  then  in  the  Mediterranean 
command.  Captain  Warren  did  not  long  continue  in  the 
Grafton,  having  been  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
transferred  to  the  Solebay  frigate,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
jying  to  the  West  Indies  the  orders  of  the  king  of  Spain 

>  See  the  mdminble  eatire  hj  Chaarlee  Johnson,  entitled  dkiyttfl,  er  lit 
AthmiweM  of  a  Ovmea;  toI.  lil,  hook  H,  ehapteni  1,  S,  and  8.  79l< 
Dutehfium?9  Firende,  hj  PauIdSng;  and  also  The  Oiptey^  hy  0*.  P.  B.  Jamee; 
to  8&7  nothing  of  minor  tales  and  romanees.  Neither  of  the  writers  of  the 
Srst  mentioned  three  works  appears  to  haye  understood  the  tme  oharaeter 
of  Sir  William  Johnson.  The  satire  in  Chryial  is  a  gross  exaggeration  of 
the  errors  in  the  baronet's  life.  Paulding's  exaggerations  are  eqnaUy  great 
In  another  respect;  wliilethe  delineation  attempted  hj  Jame«  is  an  vtler 
fftiltire. 
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CHAP,  for  executing  the  preliminaries  of  peace  agreed  upon  be- 
v-v^tween  that  monarch  and  Great  Britain.  He  sailed  upon 
^^^*  this  service  in  May,  1728 ;  and  having  executed  the  com- 
mission with  v^hich  he  was  charged,  in  pursuance  to  his 
instructions,  he  sailed  from  the  West  Indies  to  South  Caro- 
lina,—  returning  to  England  in  the  following  year.  Im- 
mediately ou  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  to  the  Leopard, 
of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  which  during  the  years  1729 
and  1780,  rendezvoused  at  Spithead,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Charles  Wager.  Captain  Warren  commanded  the 
Leopard  until  after  1785,  in  which  year  he  accompanied 
Sir  J.  Noxris  to  Lisbon. 

This  account  of  the  earlier  service  of  Sir  Peter  Warren, 
after  his  promotion  to  die  command  of  a  ship,  has  been 
drawn  from  Chamock*s  Biograpfda  IfavetUs,  and  is  con- 
ceived to  be  at  least  not  irrelevant,  from  the  relations 
which  subsisted  between  him  and  the  immediate  subject 
of  these  memoirs.  During  the  period  under  considera- 
tion, and  long  afterward,  the  domicil  of  Captain  Warren 
was  in  the  city  and  colony  of  New  Tork^    He  married  the 

1  The  dwelling-house  No.  1,  Broadway,  formerly  the  residence  of  Na- 
thaniel Prime,  and  now  (1®^)»  ^^  Washington  Hotel,  was  bailt  bj  Cap* 
tain  Warren.  Neither  pains  nor  expense  were  spared  to  mak^  it  one  of 
the  finest  mansionjl  in  this  country.  The  plans  were  all  sent  out  firom  Lis- 
bon. The  exterior  and  interior  being  similar  in  every  respect  to  that  of 
the  British  ambassador  residing  at  the  Portuguese  capital.  The  hoose 
was  fifty-six  feet  on  Broadway,  and  when  erected,  the  rear  of  the  lot  waa 
bounded  by  the  North  river.  Qreenwieh  street  was  not  then  opened  or 
built— the  North  river  washed  the  shore.  One  room  of  this  edifice  de- 
aervee  particular  notice,  being  the  banqueting  roen^  twenty-six  by  forty, 
and  waa  used  on  all  great  occasions.  After  the  British  forces  captured  New 
York,  in  the  war  of  the  American  revolution,  being  the  most  prominent 
house,  it  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  distinguished  British  commanders. 
Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Sir  Guy  Oarlton,  afterward 
Lord  Dorchester,  all  in  succession  occupied  this  house,  and  it  is  a  memo- 
rable fkct  that  the  celebrated  Major  Andre,  then  adjutant-general  of  the 
British  forces,  and  aid  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  resided  in  this  house,  being 
in  the  ftmily  of  Sir  Henry,  and  departed  ttom  its  portals  never  to  retom. 
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sister  of  James  De  Lancey^  long  the  chief  justice  of  the  cmp, 
colony,  and  for  several  years  lieatenantrgovemor.^   I  have  w^r-' 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  time  when  Captain  Warren  ^^^' 
came  to  America  to  reside.    Equally  difficult,  among  con- 
flicting authorities,  is  the  task  of  fixing  upon  tiie  date  of 
his  nephew's  arrival  in  this  country.    No  farther  mention 
is  made  of  Captain  TVarren  in  the  naval  history  of  Eng- 
land from  the  time  of  his  sailing  to  Lisbon,  in  1785,  until 
after  the  rupture  with  Spain,  when,  in  the  yeai*  1741,  he 
Was  in  command  of  the  Squirrel,  a  twenty-guh  ship,  on 
the  American  station. 

It  seems  hardly  probable,  from  the  age  of  Warren,  and 
^rom  the  active  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  that  he 
could  have  settled  in  America  at  an  earlier  period  than 
the  year  1785.  He  was  bom  in  1704,  and  was  conse- 
quently but  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Grafton. 

William  Johnson,  his  nephew,  was  bom  in  the  year 
1715.  According  to  Doctor  Dwight,  as  written  in  his 
travels,  and  according  to  the  biographical  dictionaries  also, 
Mr.  Johnson  was  called  to  America  by  his  uncle,  Sir 
Peter  Warren,  in  the  year  1786,  to  superintend  a  large 
estate  which  the  latter,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  had 
purchased  in  the  Mohawk  valley.  I  have  besides  an 
old  manuscript,   furnished  by  the  Sammons  family  of 

when  he  went  up  the  North  river,  and  arranged  his  treasonable  project 
with  the  traitor  Arnold  at  West  Point. 

^The  name  of  James  De  Laacey  will  be  of  frequent  reovrrenoe  in  the 
pFOgrtsB  of  this  work.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  De  Lancej,  a  French 
Hngnenot  gentleman  from  Caen,  in  Normandj,  who  fled  from  persecution 
in  France.  Settling  in  New  Vork  in  1686,  be  mari'ied  a  daughter  of  M. 
Van  Courtlandi,  and  was  thus  connected  with  one  of  the  most  opulent  ftmi- 
liesia  the  province.  He  was  also  an  active  member,  of  the  house  of  assem- 
bly during  the  administration  of  Governor  Hunter.  His  son  James  was 
sent  to  Cambridge  University  (England),  for  his  education ;  and  bred  to 
the  profession  of  the  laW.  On  being  elelrated  ^o  the  bench,  such  was  his 
talents  and  appUcationt  lie  became  a  jwy  profound  lawyer. 
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oiNl^.  JohnBtown,  which  states  that  the  young  adventurer  came 
wy^to  America  with  Captain  Wairen  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
1742.  ;i)'either  of  these  dates,  however^  is  correct,  as  Johnson 
hinouielf  distinctly  states  in  a  letter  written  to  the  lords  of 
trade  under  date  of  October  thirteenth,  1764,  that  he  came 
to  America  in  the  year  1738.  Johnson  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age;  a^d  his  arrival  must  have  been  shortly 
after  tike  weak  and  turbulent  administration  of  Governor 
Cosby.  Although  in  the  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade  just 
cited,  the  writer  does  not  state  the  season  of  the  year  in 
which  he  came  to  America,  yet  it  was  probably  in  the 
spring,  since  in  the  fall  of  1738,  he  was  already  settled  in 
the  Mohawk  country  and  had  begun  the  cultivation  of  his 
land.  The  document  of  the  earliest  date  which  Ihave  found 
among  the  Johnson  manuscripts,  is  a  letter  from  Captain 
Warren  to  his  nephew,  whom  he  femiliarly  addresses 
as  ^  Deter  BMy,*'  It  was  dated  at  Boston,  November 
twentieth,  1788,  at  which  place  the  captain  probably 
passed  several  months,  since  he  suggested  a  shipment  of 
wheat,  com,  and  other  famung  produce,  to  be  made  by 
TsSh  heph^  from  Albany  to  his  order  in  Boston,  «aiiy  in 
the  following  spring. 

The  'estate  purchased  by  Captain  Waaren  in  the  Mo- 
hawk country,  heretofore  alluded  to,  consisted  of  a  tract 
of  land  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Mohawk  and  Schoharie  kill,  called  Warrens^ 
bush.  Prom  the  letter  just  cited,  it  appears  that  young 
Johnson  was  engaged  in  the  double  capacity  of  forming  a 
settlenisnt  upon  the  lands  of  his  uncle,  and  bringing  lands 
into  cultivation  for  himself =i— keeping,  also,  though  upon 
a  email  scale,  a  country  store,  in  which  his  uncle  was  a 
partner.  But  the  means  of  neither  of  the  parties  could 
have  been  great  at  that  time ;  such  at  least  is  the  inference 
from  the  letter,  which  is  long,  and  abounds  in  many  details 
alnd  directions,  in  wliat  was  evidently  at  that  time  a  com- 
paratively limited  business.    The  captain  writes :  ^^  I  have 
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received  yours  of  the  twentjr-sixfli  aad  thirtieth  of  October,  cbaf, 
and  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  in  health,  and  go  on  wv^ 
briskly  with  your  settlements.*'  Respecting  the  means  ^^*^- 
for  piosecuting  the  enterprise,  the  letter  says:  ^^I  am 
sorry  you  have  been  obliged  to  draw  for  more  on  New 
Yoik  than  I  directed ;  but  as  it  is,  I  presume,  for  goods 
^fiist  will  bring  part  of  the  «mount  in  again,  I  am  not  dis- 
pleased  with  it ;  yet  I  will  not  go  beyond  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  in  making  the  settlement,  and  that  to 
be  complete  in  three  years  from  your  first  beginning, 
which  will  make  the  whole  six  hundred  pounds.  I  desire 
in  your  next  you  will  let  me  know  how  much  you  have 
had  from  New  York  in  money  and  goods.''  Sailor  that 
he  was,  the  captain  understood  the  policy  of  cutting  his 
patent  into  small  farms.  <^The  smaller  the  £urms,"  he 
remarks,  ^^the  more  the  land  that  will  be  sold,  and  the 
better  the  improvements  will  be."  The  captain  had  also 
some  taste  for  hortieulture :  ^^I  hope  you  will  plant  a 
large  orchard  in  the  ^^ring.  It  won't  hinder  your  Indian 
com,  nor  grass,  as  yon  will  plant  your  trees  at  a  great  dis« 
tance."  He  had  likewise  taste  and  forecast  on  the  sub» 
ject  of  clearing  lands:  ^^  As  you  have  great  help  now, 
you  will  girdle  many  acres  ;^  in  doing  which  I  would  be 
regular,  and  do  it  in  square  fieUs,  leaving  hedge*rows  at 
each  side,  which  will  keep  the  land  warm,  be  veiy  beauti- 
ful, and  subject  you  to  no  more  expense  than  doing  it  in  a 
slovenly,  irregular  manner."    This  prudential  suggestion 

I  "  Girdling  trees,"  is  a  preliminary  prooesB  often  adopted  in  the  clearing 
of  wild  land,  -which  fiioilitatee  the  labor  by  relieTing  the  axeman  of*  part 
of  hia  labor.  The  operation  oonsifltB  in  making  a  deep  eironlar  cot  around 
the  tronka  9t  the  trees  of  any  magnitude,  wliioh  draws  off  the  sap,  and 
oauses  the  tree  to  die  in  the  coarse  of  a  couple  of  years.  The  trunks  and 
limbs  of  the  trees,  becoming  dry,  are  then  readily  subject  to  the  action  of 
fire,  and  the  foresters  are  thereby  often  reHered  of  much  heary  labot ;  wMle 
by  the  abeenee  of  the  foliage,  the  earth  has  alreadj  been  paartially  warmed 
hj  Ihe^MU,  aa4  U  in  fMgirt  of  deosfing  roeta  Ttadered  mnoh  easier  of 
eultiratioii. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62  Lira  O;  0IE  WILLUH  JOHNSON^  BABT. 

GHAF.  in  favor  of  leaving  hedge-rows  of  treea  and  shrubs  for  or* 
^-v-'  nament,  proves  that  Captain  Warren  had  not  yet  imbibed 
^^^-  that  vandal  taste  so  characteristic  of  the  early  Anglo- 
American  proprietors,  inducing  them  to  think  that  the 
finest  country,  and  most  beautiful,  from  which  the  timber 
and  every  verdant  object  has  been  most  carefully  removed. 
The  following  passage  from  the  letter,  shows  that  the  pa- 
tron and  his  nephew  were  in  a  kind  of  partnership,  in  the 
mercantile  line.  Afier  enumerating  various  articles  of 
goods,  of  small  amounts,  which  the  captain  had  ordered 
from  Engl^id  and  Ireland,  the  letter  proceeds.:  ^^  You  see 
you  will  have  a  pretty  good  cargo.  The  whole  proceeds 
of  it  must  be  remitted  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  laid  out 
again,  till  you  with  your  increase  will  have  a  very  large 
store  of  goods  of  all  kinds  proper  for  the  country.  Pray 
let  me  know  what  rum,  and  all  things  sell  for  there,  such 
as  axes,  and  other  wrought  iron.  These  I  would  send 
from  hence ;  if  I  found  the  profit  great,  I  would  soon  have 
a  thousand  pounds  worth  of  goods  thea^e."  The  following 
sentence  indicates  that  the  nephew  had  already  com- 
menced the  fur-trade,  which  he  afterward  prosecuted  to 
a  great  extent,  and  doubtless  to  great  profit:  ^'As  for 
what  skins  you  can  procure,  I  will  send  them  to  London, 
and  the  produce  of  them  shall  be  sent  yoU  in  proper 
goods."  Captain  Warren,  as  already  stated,  was  brother- 
in-law  to  James  De  Lancey,  afterward  chief  justice  of  the 
province  and  subsequently  lieutenant-governor.  But  the 
date  of  his  marriage  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It 
must,  however,  have  been  some  years  before  that  of  the 
letter  under  consideration ;  for  in  this  the  captain  re- 
marks :  "  My  wife  and  two  daughters  are  very  well."  The 
letter  concludes  thus ,  "  I  will  send  for  books  for  you  to 
keep  your  accounts,  which  yoU  must  do  very  regularly.  I 
have  no  more  to  add  at  this  time  but  my  service  to  all 
friends  and  to  wish  you  welL    Captain  If  elaon,  ^rho,  I 
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hear^  ia  going  to  Fort  Hunter,^  has  been  so  kind  as  to  crap. 
promise  to  spare  yon  some  muskets  for  your  house.    If  w^-^ 
lie  be  there,  my  service  to  him.    Keep  well  with  all  man-  ^^^' 
kind.    Act  with  honor  and  honesiy.    Don't  be  notional, 
as  some    of  onr  conntiymen  are  often  foolishly;    and 
don't  say  anything  of  the  badness  of  the  patroon's  horses, 
for  it  may  be  taken  amiss.    He  is  a  near  relation  of  my 
wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  much  to  serve 
you.'    Get  the  best  kind  of  fruit-trees  for  the  orchard,  if 
they  cost  something  more,  and  a  good  nurseiy  would  not 
be  amiss.    My  love  to  Mick.    Live  like  brothers,  and  I 
will  be  an  affectionate  uncle  to  you  both. 

P.  WAKREK" 

Who  was  '^  Mick,"  I  do  not  know,  but  his  name  occurs 
twice.  The  letter  itself  forms  a  singular  medley,  in  which 
matters  of  every  description  are  set  down  without  arrange- 
ment, just  as  they  came  into  the  mind  of  the  writer.  I 
have  made  the  greater  use  of  it  not  only  because  it  is  the 
<nily  manuBoript  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  a  man 
who  afterward  became  illustrious  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  but  alsabecause  tiiat  while  it  sheds  a  few  glimpses 
of  light  upon  a  portion  of  his  own  private  life,  it  affords 
authentic  infonnation  as  to  the  comparatively  humble  be- 
ginnings of  one,  whoee  career  in  after-life  filled  so  wide  a 
space  in  the  public  eye,  and  whose  name  is  of  such  fre- 
quent and  honorable  record  in  the  histoiy  of  his  adopted 
country. 

Other  testimony  to  the  same  point  might  be  adduced, 
were  it  necessaiy.    I  have  a  manuscript,  giving  some  ac- 

1  Fort  Hunter  wm  at  tbe  monih  of  the  Bohoharie  kill, —  the  site  of  the 
lower  OMtle  of  the  Mohawks  The  ImdUn  name  of  the  plaoe  was  Dyionda- 
zogon. 

'Hr.  Be  Lanoey  through  the  Van  Coortlandt  famflj  was  oonneoted  wHh 
that  of  the  patrooa  of  Albany.  Henoe  the  relationship  referred  to  in  th^ 
t«xt. 
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CHAP,  count  of  Sir  William's  life,  ftumished  by  the  late  Thomaa 
w^w  Sammons,  who  in  his  boyhood  knew  the  baronet.  It 
^7*2.  gpeaks  of  his  humble  beginning  at  Warrensbush,  but  dates 
his  settlement  there  in  1784,  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  which, 
for  reasons  already  stated,  must  have  been  at  least  four 
years  too  early.  According  to  this  authority,  young  John- 
son was  wont  to  ride  to  mill,  on  horse-back,  with  very  in- 
different equipments,  to  Caughnawaga,  on  the  opposite  or 
north  side  of  the  river,  distant  from  Warrensbush  iifteen 
miles.  He  showed  himself  a  man  of  enterprise  from  the 
first,  clearing  a  large  farm  for  himself,  erecting  a  store- 
house, and  immediately  opening  a  trade  with  the  white 
inhabitants  and  also  with  the  Indians.  His  style  of  living 
waa  plain,  and  his  industiy  great  His  figure  was  robust, 
and  his  deportment  manly  and  Oommaading.  Yet  he 
made  himself  veiy  friendly  and  fiuniliar  among  the  pe<^ 
pie,  with  whom  he  mingled  in  their  rustic  sports,  and 
speedily  became  popular.  Of  this  &ot  he  was  not  uncon- 
scious himself.  In  a  letter  to  his  unde,  dated  May  tenth, 
1789,  he  says :  ^^  As  to  my  keeping  in  with  all  people,  yon 
may  assure  yourself  of  it,  dear  unde,  for  I  dare  sky  I  have 
the  good  will  of  all  people  whatsoever,  and  am  much  rc^ 
spected, — veiy  much  on  your  account, —  and  on  account 
of  my  own  behaviour,  which  I  trust  in  God  shall  always 
continue." 

Young  Johnson  likewise  succeeded,  beyond  all  other 
men,  in  winning  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  Mo« 
hawk  Indians,  whose  most  considerable  town,  Dyiondaro- 
gon,  was  but  a  few  miles  distant  His  trade  with  them 
had  already  become  considerable,  and  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  was  rapidly  to  raise  him  to  fortune,  was  mani- 
fested in  the  letter  to  his  tmole  just  cited,  wherein  he  thus 
early  spoke  of  opening  a  trading-house  at  Oghkwaga,^ — a 

1  It  ia  ft  perplexing  mattor  to  fix  ili#  ortliogrftplij  of  Indun  ikMrnnt  aitlier 
pt  men,  or  plaoee,  or  things.    For  example,  this  place  is  now  usoaUjr 
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Betaement  of  the  Six  Nations  on  tl^e  Sasquehanna  river, «« 
some  two  hundred  miles  south  of  the  Mohawk.  The  ad-  s-v-* 
vantages  of  a  trading  expedition  to  Oghkwaga  he  thought  ^^*^ 
better  than  were  offered  at  Oswego,  where  there  were 
already  a  parcel  of  mere  sharpers  in  the  trade.  It  appears 
fiirther  by  this  letter,  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  given  offence 
to  his  uncle  by  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  on  the  oppo* 
site  side  of  the  river,  to  whicb  his  patron  w^fl  apprehen- 
sive he  might  remove.  From  the  description,  or  rather 
the  tenor  of  the  nephew's  letter  in  reply,  the  purchase  was 
of  the  lot  upon  which  he  subsequently  settled,  known  to 
this  day  as  Mount  Johnson,  and  where  the  old  massive 
stone  mansion  erected  by  him  yet  stands.  But  Mr.  John- 
son protested  to  his  xmcle  that  he  had  no  design  of  remov- 
ing to  his  new  purchase,  having  made  it,  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  valuable  water-power,  on  which  he 
proposed  to  erect  a  saw-mill,  that  would  be  certain  to  yield 
a  profit  of  foil  forty  pounds  per  annum. 

In  regard  to  the  early  education  of  Mr.  Johnson,  I  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  no  satisfactory  information.  It  is 
presumed  that  he  did  not  receive  the  advantages  of  a  uni- 
versity course  of  instruction;  while  the  presumption  is 
equally  strong  that  he  had  enjoyed  the.  benefit  of  some 
classical  school  where  other  languages  than  the  English 
were  taught.  I  have  found  among  his  private  correspond- 
ence, letters  addressed  to  him  both  in  French  and  Latin, 
which  were  filed  away  with  endorsements  in  his  own  hand- 
written Oqiisgo,  The  Bey.  Mr.  Hawlej,  however,  a  miuionarj  to  the  In- 
diana, and  1^  ootemporary  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  in  his  Journal  to  this 
place,  spellf  U  Onohogbgwilge.  I  haye  adopted,  in  the  Life  of  Brant,  train 
his  own  nianttsoript,  the  orthography  giyen  above  in  the  text.  The  plade 
and  river  i^ow  known  as  Unadilla,  are  spelt  by  Mr.  HaWley,  TeyondA- 
hengh.  By  Brant  it  was  oontraeted  to  Tanadilla.  The  large  oreek  flow- 
ing into  l|»e  Snsqnahanna  some  ten  or  ftfleen  milea  sooth  of  Cooperstown, 
eaUed  Oteco,  was  written  by  Mr.  Hawl^,  Waatighe;  whkh  is  the  betti^ 
Indian, 
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OBAT.  writing,  always  in  the  language  in  which  the  letters  them- 
wv-^  aelvee  were  respectively  written.  And  it  will  subsequently 
1742.  appear  fi-Qm  the  invoices  of  books  ordered  for  his  private 
library  from  his  correspondents  in  London,  in  the  days  of 
his  prosperity,  that  his  selections  indicated  not  only  a 
mind  of  considerable  cultivation,  but  also  of  a  scientific 
turn.  There  is  yet  greater  difljculty  in  fixing  the  date  of 
his  marriage^  or  giving  any  satisfactory  i^count  of  the 
fiftmily  with  which  he  became  thus  connected.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  he  married  young,  probably  about  1740,— ►  cer- 
tainly in  the  earlier  years  of  his  residence  in  the  Mohawk 
country, — and  the  object  of  his  choice  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a  young  German  woman  by  the  name  of  Catherine 
Wisenberg,  a  plain  coipitry  girl  of  no  social  position,  but 
gifted  with  good  sound  sense,  and  a  mild  and  gentie  dis- 
position. 

Having  thus  introduced  to  the  reader  the  principal  bio- 
graphical subject  of  these  memoirs,  with  some  of  his  fam- 
ily connections,  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation,  as  &r 
as  may  be,  of  chronological  order,  to  resun^e  again  the 
thread  of  Indian  history,  at  the  point  of  its  termination  in 
the  preceding  chapter. 

In  the  summer  of  1742,  the  Six  17ations,  by  a  large  del- 
egation of  counselors,  chiefs,  and  warriors,  numbering  in 
all  upward  of  seventy  persons,  visited  Philadelphia  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  their  brother  Onas,  governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.* It  appears  that  by  an  antecedent  treaty,  the  Six  Na- 
tions, claiming  the  country  of  the  Delawares  by  right  of 
conquest,  had  released  to  Onas  their  claim  to  all  t|ie  lands 
on  both  sides  of  the  Susquehanna,  from  the  Endless  moun 
tains,  or  Eittochtinny  hills,  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
Pennsylvania.    At  the  time  of  making  that  relinquish 

lOxAS,  in  the  Iroquois  Umgaage,  iigniiK«8  a  Pax,  and  was  the  title  by 
wldeh  WiUiam  Psoa  wm  addressed  by  tbe  Indians,  and  the  gOT«mors  wbe 
moceeded  him. 
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mentj  they  had  received  payment  in  goods,  for  the  terri-  chap. 
tory  ceded  on  the  east  ride  of  the  river;  but  preferred ^-v-^ 
waiting  for  the  balance  due  for  the  lands  on  the  other  side  ^'^ 
until  a  more  convenient  season.  It  was  for  th^  purpose 
of  closing  that  negotiation,  therefore,  that  the  council  of 
1742  was  convened.  The  deputation  was  headed  by  the 
celebrated  Onondaga  counselor,  Canastoteego,— '  one  of 
the  ablest  orators  and  wisest  sachems  of  his  race, —  and 
by  the  Cayuga  chief  Sbicolamy,  or  ShUcellimus,  &ther  of 
the  famous  Logan,  who  was  afterward  immortalized  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia.  Shicolamy  was  at 
that  period  residing  with  a  clan  of  his  people  at  Shamo- 
kin.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  in  ac- 
cidental conformity  with  that  of  the  Romans,  to  plant 
military  colonies  in  the  countries  they  conquered,  and  that 
at  Shamokin  was  one  of  them.  Deputations  were  also 
present  from  the  Bhawanese,  then  residing  at  Wajomick, 
or  Wyoming;  from  the  Nantikokes,  who  had  removed 
from  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  to  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Wyoming  valley;  from  the  Belawares ;  and 
from  the  Canestogoes, —  a  clan  of  the  Oneidas,  planted  in 
Central  Pennsylvania.  The  interpreter  was  Conrad  Wei- 
ser,  a  &ithful  man,  enjoying  the  fullest  confidence  of  the 
Indians,  and  long  in  the  service  of  Pennsylvania  in  her  1787. 
intercourse  with  the  Six  Nations.^ 

The  governor,  or  rather  the  lieUtenant-govemor  of 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  proprietaries  at  that  time,  was 
Mr.  George  Thomas,  a  man  of  talent  and  resolution,  who 
managed  the  Indian  af&irs  of  the  colony  for  several  years 
mth  excellent  tact  and  address.  The  Indians  were  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Thomas  and  his  council  at  the  house  of  the 
then  venerable  James  Logan,  the  learned  and  philosophic 
friend  and  cotemporary  of  William  Penn.   Mr.  Logan  had 

>  Weiaer  was  of  German  blood,  a  natiye  of  Schoharie,  in  the  colony  of 
New  York. 
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CHAP.  pi*eceded  Mr.  Thomas  in  the  ooloBial  administrationy  sa 
wv^  president  of  the  council.    He  had  long  been  a  man  of 
^^  distinction  in  the  colony,  and  enjoyed  the  unbounded  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  Indians.    This  reception  took 
place  on  the  second  of  July,  and  the  council  was  continued 
from  day  to  day  until  the  twelfth. 

The  proceedings  of  the  first  day  were  rather  informal, — 
being  confined  to  an  etehange  of  salutations,  and  to  cer- 
tain explanations  which  the  sachems  desired  to  make.  In 
the  first  place,  they  disclaimed  a  certclin  sale  of  land  which 
some  of  their  "  foolish  young  men,"  when  out  upon  a 
hunting  expedition,  had  made,  or  pretended  to  make,  to 
a  few  individuals,  for  a  very  small  number  of  strouds, — 
the  sale  conflicting  with  a  previous  conlzact  of  the  Gon- 
ftderacy  with  their  brother  Onas.  The  sachems  had 
wrested  the  strouds  from  the  young  m^  and  now  pro- 
duced them  that  they  might  be  returned  to  those  who  had 
made  the  invalid  purchase.  Another  explanation  which 
they  desired  to  make,  or  rather  which  had  been  required 
of  tiiem  by  Mr.  Thomas^  related  to  the  murder  of  two  or 
three  white  people  some  time  before,  by  a  returning  war- 
party  of  Twightwees,  or  Miamies,  which  murders  had 
be0n  accidentally  detected  by  the  Bhawanese,  through 
whose  town  they  were  i)a88ing,  when  scrutinizing  the 
scalps  they  had  taken.  The  Twightwees,  said  Mr.  Thomas, 
had  sent  a  message  that  ^^  their  hearts  were  full  of  grief" 
when  they  heard  that  ^^  the  road  had  been  made  bloody  " 
by  some  of  their  young  men,  ^^  with  the  blood  of  white 
people;"  and  the  Shawanese  had  sent  a  message  ^^that 
they  would  sweep  the  road  clean  and  wipe  all  the  blood 
away ;"  desiring  that  their  white  brethren  ^^  would  be  sat* 
isfied  with  this,  and  not  weep  too  much  for  a  misfortune 
tiiat  might  not  happen  again  as  long  as  tiie  sun  and  moon 
shone."  The  governor  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Six  Na- 
tions might  take  up  the  matter,  ascertain  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  obtain  satis&ction  for  tiie  outrage.    The  chiefs 
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promised  to  oondder  the  subject  on  their  return  home,  (»ap. 
and  send  an  answer.  "--v^ 

The  times  being  critical,  and  another  French  war  snp-  ^^^• 
posed  to  be  onavoidable,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  and  his  oonnselors,  to  endeavor  to  sound 
the  Indians,  and  asoertidn  if  possible  what  would  be  their 
probable  temper  and  dispontion  in  such  an  event.  A 
grand  entertainment  was  therefore  provided  for  them, 
with  the  design  of  extracting  their  sentiments  in  the  flow 
of  the  wine-cup, —  upon  the  well  known  priuciple,  "m 
vino  Veritas.'*  It  happened  that  although  the  deputation 
was  numerous,  there  were  no  r^resentatives  from  the 
Mohawks,  and  but  three  from  the  Se&ec%i,*-^the  most 
powerfbd  nation  by  &r,  of  the  Confederates.  Mr.  Thomaa 
approached  the  object  at  which  he  was  aiming  warily,  by 
inquiring  why  so  few  Seneeas  were  present,  since  they 
were  equally  interested  with  the  others  in  the  business 
that  had  called  them  together.  The  answer  of  Canassa- 
teego  was  prompt  and  painfully  satisfiictoiy.  *^  The  Sene- 
eas," he  said,  ^^were  in  great  distress  on  account  of  a 
fiunine  that  had  raged  in  their  country,  which  had  reduced 
them  to  such  want  that  a  Mher  had  been  obliged  to  kill 
two  of  his  children  to  preserve  his  own  and  the  rest  of  his 
fiunily's  lives."  Their  situation,  therefore,  was  such  that 
they  could  not  attend  the  council,  but  the  necessary  in- 
structions had  been  given  in  regard  to  their  share  of  the 
goods.  The  lieutenant-governor  next,  with  seeming  care- 
lessness, inquired  whether  any  of  the  Seneca  chieft  were 
in  Canada,  and  whether  the  governor  of  Canada  was  mak- 
ing any  warlike  preparations.  Both  questions  were  ans- 
wered in  the  afiftrmative ;  whereupon  Mr.  Thomas  play- 
ftdly  remarked:  ^^Well,  if  the  French  should  go  to  war 
with  us,  I  suppose  you  would  join  them  ?"  Canassateego 
was  evidently  not  put  oft' his  guard  by  the  apparent  indi& 
f  erenoe  of  the  querist,  and  therefore  did  not  reply  tmtil 
after  a  brief  consultation  with  his  people.    He  then  said, 
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OHAP.  frankly,  that  the  French  governor  was  paying  great  court 
s-v-^to  the  Indians,  and  had  informed  them  that  he  was  lanco- 
1742.  y^ring  the  hatchet  and  sharpening  it ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  told  them  that  if  he  was  obliged  to  lift  it  up 
against  the  English,  he  hoped  they  would  not  espouse  the 
cause  of  either  side,  but  remain  neutral  The  orator,  how- 
ever, assured  his  brother  Onas,  that  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
they  should  be  faithful  and  true  to  their  old  allies,  and 
lift  the  hatchet  in  their  cause,  adding :  ^^  The  governor  of 
Canada  talks  a  great  deal,  but  ten  of  his  words  do  not  go 
so  &r  as  one  of  yours ;  we  do  not  look  toward  them ;  we 
look  toward  you,  and  you  may  depend  on  our  assistance." 
Yet  it  will  b^  seen  hereafter  that  when  the  crisis  came, 
great  reluctance  was  manifested  by  the  Confederates  to 
engage  in  the  contest 

At  the  next  subsequent  meeting  in  council,  afber  having 
delivered  the  goods  which  the  Indians  had  come  to  re- 
ceive, Mr.  Thomas  opened  the  subject  of  the  probable  rup- 
ture with  France,  with  mgre  directness.  It  was  his  de- 
sire, he  said,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  that  the  road  between 
the  English  and  the  Indians,  should  be  kept  dear  and 
open.  More  fuel  should  then  be  added  to  the  fire  between 
them,  that  it  might  bum  brighter  and  clearer,  and  give  a 
stronger  light,  and  more  lasting  warmth.  "  We  must  hear 
with  our  ears  for  you,  and  you  must  hear  with  your  ears 
for  us," — terms  all  significant,  and  well  understood  by 
these  metaphor-loving  sons  of  the  forest.  Nor  were  they 
employed  without  effect.  Having  taken  a  day  for  consid- 
eration, Canassateego  replied  to  the  speech  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor at  length,  and  in  regard  to  the  threatening 
storm,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  English,  and  with 
the  seemingly  cordial  assent  of  his  dusky  associates. 

In  discussing  the  business  matters  which  they  had  as- 
sembled specially  to  consider,  the  Onondaga  orator,  tibtough 
prepared  fiilly  to  confirm  the  prior  contract  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  on  the  western  side  of  the  Susquehanna, — but 
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how  &r  west  does  not  appear,  the  terms  in  the  records  of  chap. 
the  eonncil  being  quite  indefinite, — had  nevertheleBS  com-  >.->,^ 
plaints  to  make,  as  has  ever  been  the  case  on  snch  occa-  ^^^^' 
raoDfl,  of  the  encroachments  of  the  white  people  upon  their 
lands.  ^^The  pale-&oe8  think  we  do  not  know  the  value 
of  onr  lands,"  said  the  veteran  coimselor ;  but  we  are  sen- 
sible  that  the  land  is  everlasting,  and  the  few  goods  that 
we  receive  fer  it  are  soon  worn  out  and  gone.  The  speci- 
fic complaint  adduced  bj  Canassateego,  was,  that  the 
white  people  were  settling  all  along  the  banks  of  the  Ju- 
niata liver, — one  of  the  large  western  tributaries  to  the 
Susquehanna^ — <*to  the  great  damage  of  our  cousins,  the 
Delawares."  This  encroachment  had  been  the  ground  of 
a  complaint  before ;  and  Mr.  Thon^is  now  replied  that 
magistrates  were  then  sent  expressly  to  remove  the  tres- 
psflsers.  ^^  Those  persons  who  were  sent  did  not  do  their 
duly,"  interposed  Oanassateego.  ^^fio  £ax  from  removing 
the  people,  they  made  sujrveys  for  themselves,  and  they 
are  in  league  with  the  trespassers !"  A  common  occur- 
rence, I  believe,  in  Ihe  great  catalogue  of  Indian  wrongs. 

But  Ihe  most  interesting  historical  incident  during  the 
sittings  of  this  council,  affording  proof  at  once  of  a  dis- 
puted &ct,  and  an  illustration  of  Indian  character,  occur- 
red toward  its  close.  Mr.  Thomas  had  complained  at  one 
of  their  meetings  that  a  clan  of  the  Delawares,  residing  at 
the  forkB  of  Ihe  Delaware  river,  had  not  only  refused  to 
yield  the  oceupaaicy  of  a  tract  of  land  which  had  been  sold 
to  William  Penn  fifty-five  years  before,  but  had  presumed 
to  make  sales  oi  some  portions  of  the  same  lands, —  no1> 
withstanding  that  their  &thers  had  made  the  treaty  with 
Penn,  and  received  the  value  of  the  sale ;  and  notwith- 
standing also  that  they  themselves  had  subsequently  rati- 
fied the  treaty  anew.  It  was  in  reply  to  this  statement  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  that  Canassateego  uttered  a  speech  of  bitter 
and  biting  reproof  of  the  Delawares,  in  which  he  reminded 
them  in  terms  of  severity  of  their  subjugated  condition. 
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CHAP. "You,"  said  he,  "you  take  it  upon  yourselves  to  sell 
s_J«.  laud !"  "  You  don't  know  what  ground  you  stand  upon!" 
1742.  "You  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  hair  of  your  head  and 
shaken  till  you  recover  your  senses^  and  become  sober !" 
"We  conquered  you.  We  made  women  of  you.  You 
know  you  are  women,  and  can  no  more  sell  land  than 
women  !'*  This  speech,  which  was  fall  of  indignant  irony 
and  invective,  was  dosed  by  a  peremptory  order  for  the 
Delawares  to  remove  forthwith  fh>m  the  disputed  terri* 
tory,  either  to  Shamokin,  or  Wyoming,  as  they  might  jwre^ 
fer.  The  following  was  the  closing  injunction  of  the  nuu>f 
date:  "After  our  just  reproof  and  absolute  order  to 
depart  from  the  land^  you  are  now  to  take  notice  of  what 
we  have  further  to  say  to  you.  This  string  of  wampum 
serves  to  forbid  you,  your  children  and  grand-ddldren,  to 
the  latest  posterity  forever,  from  meddling  with  kad 
affairs ;  neither  yoxL,  nor  any  who  Atil  descend  fix>m  you, 
are  ever  hereafter  to  presume  to  sell  any  land.  For  which 
purpose  you  are  to  preserve  this  string,  in  niemoxy  of 
what  your  uncles  have  this  day  given  you  in  charge.  We 
have  some  other  business  to  transact  with  our  brethren, 
and  therefore  depart  the  council,  and  consider  what  has 
been  said  to  you." 

The  obedience  of  the  Delawares  to  the  order  was  as  prompt 
as  the  mandate  itself  was  summary, — some  of  them  going 
to  Shamokin,  but  the  greater  number  settling  at  Wyo-> 
ming,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Susquehasma, — a  large 
clan  of  the  Shawanese  residing  at  that  time  on  the  west- 
em  side  opposite.  This  transaction  sufficiently  proves  the 
state  of  abject  subjection  to  which  the  Delawares  had  been 
reduced,  and  in  which  at  that  time  they  were  held  by  the 
Iroquois,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  benevolent 
Heckewelder  to  sustain  a  loftier  position  for  his  favorites 
among  the  aborigines. 

In  tiie  course  of  the  proceedings  at  this  treaty,  while 
complaining  of  the  trespasses  of  the  white  men  upon  the 
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lands  along  the  Juniata,  Canasnateego  uttered  a  further  OHiiir^ 
complaint  ^^that  some  parts  of  their  oountiy  had  beenw^w 
taken  up  by  persons  whose  •place  of  residence  is  south  of  ^^^ 
this  province  (Pennsylvania),  and  from  whom  we  have 
never  received  any  coneideration."    It  was  their  desire 
that  Mr.  Thomas  should  ^^  inform  ^  the  person '  whose  peo« 
pie  were  thus  seated  on  those  lands,  that  that  country  be- 
longs to  us,  in  right  of  conquest,  we  having  bought  it 
with  our  blood,  and  taken  it  from  our  enemies  in  Hair 
war;"  and,  in  their  behalf,  require  compensation  for  it. 
It  was  understood  by  Mr.  Thomas  and  his  board  of  coun- 
selors, that  this  complaint  was  directed  against  the  goveir* 
nor  and  people  of  Maryland ;  and  a  letter  was  addressed 
ia  the  former  upon  the  subject.    But  from  the  vague  and 
indefinite  terms  in  which  the  Indian  counselor  had  spo- 
ken,—  referring  to  the  aggressors  only  as  ^'  persons  living 
south  of  Penn^^ania,"^- the  government  and  people  of  . 
"Virginia  by  some  means  became  impressed  with  tbe  idea 
that  the  illusion  was  pointed  at  litem. 

An  unlucky  occurrence  in  December  following  strength* 
ened  this  impression.  It  appeared  from  a  communication 
addressed  to  Lieutenant-Qovemor  Clarke,  by  Mr.  Gooch, 
Meutenant-govemor  of  Virginia,  that  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, a  body  of  Indians  had  made  an  incursion  into  the 
frontier  county  of  Augusta  in  that  colony^  and  committed 
some  veiy  serious  outrages, — killing  several  people,  and 
canying  away  numbers  of  cattle  and  horses.  The  invaders 
were  pursued  by  a  small  body  of  Virginia  militia,  com- 
Bwnded  by  Oaptains  M'Dowell  and  Buchanan,  and  over- 
taken on  the  eighteenth  of  December,  when  a  smart  en- 
gagement'enBued,-—*the  Indians  having  commenced  the 
fight  by  shooting  down  a  messenger  of  peace  who  was  ap- 
proaching them  with  a  flag.  The  action  lasted  about 
fi>r1y-five  noinutes,  during  which  eleven  of  th#  Virginians 
were  killed,  toiong  whom  was  Captain  M'DowelL    The 

Indians  fl[e<I,  leaving  dght  or  ten  of  their  ^r^^ors  dead 
10 
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c^.  npon  the  field.    Such  was  the  magnitade  of  the  affior,  an^. 

*-v— '  such  ite  result,  bs  stated  to  Lieatenant-Oovemor  Okrke  by 

^^*^'  Mr.  Gooch.  The  YirginianB  alleged  that  thete  were 
several  white  men  with  the  IndiaxiB,  believed  to  be  French. 
Mr.  Gooch  stated  that  the  affair  had  occurred  at  au  uxiibr<- 
tunate  moment,  since  at  that  very  time  he  wact  preparing 
to  send  A  friendly  deputation .  to  meet  tbe  SixlSfationa; 
and  being  uncertain  whether  these  hostile  Indians  might 
not  belong  to  that  Confederacy,  he  was  in  doubt  what 
course  to  pursue.  Under  these  dreumstancea  he  requested 
the  assistance  of  the  autlioiities  of  Kew  York,  in  enaUing 
him  to  ascertain  whether  the  aggressors  belonged  to  i^^ 
Six  Nations.  He  also  desired  Mr.  Clarke  to  ask  the  cbie& 
of  the  Six  Nations  where  the  land  in  Viiginia  was^  to 
which  they  had  referred  in  the  Philadelphia  oouneilas 
belonging  to  them. 

1748.  The  eommumcation  from  Mr.  Gk>odL  wae  forwarded  to 
the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  on  the  fifth  of  April, 
with  instructions  to  adopt  the  necessary  meaaurea  fopr  asoer* 
taining  the  &cts.^  Should  it  prove  Isrue  that  the  outrages 
had  really  been  committed  by  the  Biz  Nations,  in  cimse- 
quence  of  any  dispute  with  Virginia  about  tiieir  lands,  the 
Indians  were  to  be  rebuked  for  the  adoption  of  auob  a 
barbarous  course.  They  ought  rather  to  have  sought  ^ud 
adjustment  by  treaty,  as  they  had  done  with  Penneytvania 
and  Maryland.  Had  they  adopted  such  a  coune,  the  gov- 
emor  of  New  York  would  cheerfully  have  aided  ih}&m,  in 
tiie  negotiation.  The  commissioners  had  previously  beard 
of  the  Virginia  affair,  from  the  Mohawks,  who  stated  thAt 
the  Indians  were  feeling  veiy  uneasy  upon  the  subject. 
On  the  receipt  of  the  dispatches,  therefore,  Mr.  Jacobus 

1  The  board  of  Indian  eommiasionen  at  tliat  time  oottsinted  df  tlie  folklir- 
ingper8onB»  yixs  Csptsin  Rutherford,  OoraeUvA  Ciiyler,  N^yndevt  iSoluif- 
ler,  Hendriok  Teaoi  Byck,  Peter  Winne,  Rutger  Bleooker,  Niehdas  B^eokec, 
.John  ]>•  Pegreter,  Rjreor  GarretjM>n,  Dirok  Sen  Broeok  and  J^ha  Jiansiagh. 
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Bleecker^  a  competent  interpreter,  was  sent  to  Onondaga,  cbaf. 
where  a  council  had  already  been  convened  to  receive  a^.v--^ 
deputation  from  Philadelphia.    The  errand  of  these  ntes^  ^^^' 
sengers,  however,  was  nierely  to  invite  the  chie&  to  make 
anotiier  visit  to  Pennsylvania.    But  the  invitation  wa«  de- 
clined by  the  chie&  expressly  upon  the  ground  o£  what  had 
happened  at  the  south*    They  sent  word  that  "  they  could 
not  come  this  year,  but  would  do  so  the  next" 

The  contents  of  Mr.  Gooch's  letter  having  be^i  com- 
municated to  the  chifefe  and  sachems,  they  gave  quite  a 
different  version  to  the  story.  They  denied  that  they  were 
pr^iMning  any  claims  against  Virginia  for  lands.  Their 
warriors,  they  said,  had  been  first  fired  upon  by  the  Vir- 
ginians, and  four  of  their  number  killed.  In  return  for 
wfaidi  they  had  MUed  .eight  of  the  Virginians,  and  se- 
verely wounded  two  more.  There  were  no  white  men  in 
the  partf,  whidi  consisted  of  thirty  warriors,  twenty-six 
of  whom  had  returned.  They  thanked  the  commissioners 
for  the  eflSirts  they,  were  making  to  have  the  difBculty  ad- 
justed, as  they  hoped  it  would  be.  Still,  apprehending 
Hie  possibility  of  a  war  as  the  consequence  of  the  affiray, 
they  had  sent  messages  to  the  Ottawas,  and  their  friends 
sA  the  west,  to  remain  at  home,  and  be  prepared  to  aid 
them  in  the  event  of  hostilities. 

Mr.  Clarke's  council,  to  whom  the  papers  connected 
wiih  these  transaotions  were  conununicated,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  April,  were  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planations of  the  Indians,  nor  with  the  proc^dings  of  the 
eommissioners,  against  whom  they  more  than  insinuated 
a  lack  of  eneigy. .  They  wrote  back  that  the  interpreter 
should  have  been  instructed  to  demand  why  the  war  pady 
went  to  Virginia  ?  Why  they  had  killed  some  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  carried  aw^y  horses  and  cattle  before  the  battle  ? 
Why  they  had  killed  the  man  who  was  approaching  them 
with  a  signal  of  friendship?  The  council  thought  the 
Indians  were  dealing  with  subtilty  in  this  matter,  and 
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our.  insiflted  diat  they  ought  to  be  told  ezplioitly  that  tbegr 
s^v^were  breaking  the  covanaat  cham  whenever  they  killed 
^^^'  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  bo  matter  in  which  of  the 
colonies.  Tet  if  the  Indians  diselaimed  aU  knowledge  of 
the  murders,  and  their  abhorrence  of  the  act,  and  wooid 
restrain  their  yoong  nsen  from  such  unwarrantable  exp^ 
ditions  hereafter,  the  council  hoped  that  the  governor  of 
Virginia  would  come  to  audi  a  temper  as  would  enable 
them  to  heal  the  breach*  In  regard  to  the  land-claim  to 
which  Mr.  Oooch  had  referred,  the  council  thought  the 
inference  was  warraated  from  the  undetorminaie  phrase* 
ology  of  Cauassate^o's  speech  at  Philadelphia,  although 
some  had  supposed  that  Msjyland,  not  Virginia,  was  in- 
tonded.  However,  it  was  necessary  that  the  commission- 
ers  should  inform  the  Six  Nations  thai  such  outrageous 
acts  against  any  of  his  majesty's  colonial  setttemeiitB,  mnai 
be  put  1^  end  to.  The  IndSans  themmlves  had  com*- 
plained  to  Mr.  Bleecker,  the  interpreter,  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  Trench ;  and  it  was  evident  to  dae  mind  of  tine 
council,  that  in  order  to  put  a  termination  to  those  out- 
rages, the  emissariiee  of  the  French  muat  be  preimited 
from  coming  among  them. 

The  consequence  of  this  letter  to  the  commissioners, 
was  another  embassy  in  May  to  the  Six  Nations,  in  coun- 
cQ  at  Onondaga,  with  a  more  peremptory  message.  In 
reply  to  wMch  the  Indians  again  explicitly  disclaimed  soy 
daim  to  land  in  Virginia.  In  regard  to  the  unhappy  oc- 
currence in  Virginia,  they  denied  with*  solemnity  that  any 
people  had  been  killed  before  their  braves  were  fired  upon 
thrice  by  the  tioldiers  of  M'Dowell  and  Budianan.  Their 
young  men  were  going  on  a  fighting  expedition  to  the 
south  when  the  affitir  happened, — but  not  to  fight  against 
the  Virginians.  They  had  only  taken  a  few  cattle  on  their 
way,  and  they  thought  the  Virginians  had  treated  them 
too  severely  by  following  and  firing  upon  them  for  00 
small  an  oilfence.    They  regretted  tiie  oecunisace;  but  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


was  out  of  ihe  pow«r  4if  th«  chieft  to  jiftevmit  their  yott^  chap. 
wamon  from  -  oooafiionally  going  off  npou  soeh  ezpedi*  w^^ 
tioiiSi  In  tnaflmittuig  thid  reply,  the  eommiMioners  wrote  ^^^^ 
to  <2ie  oouDcii  tluvt  the  Indians  were  ireally  amxioiis  for  a 
reconoilifitioii.    They  thought  great  good  would  eMne, 
were  Mr«  Gooch  to  oome  and  meet  them  himself ;  and  it 
woold  he  yet  better  if  aome  of  the  diiefr  of  tihoee  remote 
sontkem  Indians^  against  whom  the  Six  Nationa  had  heen 
80  kmg  at  was,  codd  be  pevaoaded  to  come  idso  and  meet 
them  in  connmL    A  general  peaoe  might  then  be  efibctod, 
whereas  it  waa  now  abnoat  im|>oaBiUe  for  the  ehieft  to  re* 
fltrain  the  foimaticn  of  war  parties  among,  the  acattored 
Indians  residing  at  a  distance  from  their  castles,  notwith- 
standing the  stipulations  of  peace    negotiated  by  Mr. 
Clarke  at  the  council  of  1740. 

A  pacific  lettar,  giving  the  leanlts  of  th^e  ^mijESdrenceg 
with  the  Indiana  waa  written  to  Mr.  Gooch  by  Mr.  OhMrke^ 
and  At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  latter,  the  matter 
seems  to  have  been  pressed  no  fiurtber. 

The  administration  of  Lieutenan1>Gk>vemor  Clarke  was 
ended  in  the  antamn  .of.  1748;,  by  the  anrival  of  Admiral 
Goorge  CHnton,  imde  of  the  earl  <^  Lincoln,  and  a 
younger  son  of  the  late  earl,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
the  government  of  New  York  through  the  interest  of  his 
friends,  to  aflbrd  him  m  oppoirtunity  of  mendi^ig  hia  for- 
tunes. Mr.  Chxke,  who  in  the  cemnMneoment  of  his  ad- 
ministration had  succeeded  in  conciliating  the  leaders  of 
both  political  parties,  had  contrived  before  the  close  of 
hia  career  to  lose  the  confidence  of  both, — so  that  hi»  re- 
tirement from  the  government. was  regarded  with  univer- 
sal satisfitction.^    Especially  had  he  incurred  the  resent- 


iG6«rg«  Olttk0»  JKiq*,  wko,  ia  Twnoas  offioiftl  ■UUmui  wm  fnr  aIibmI 
Iwlf  ft  e0atai7  o<Miii#oA#d  wiili  t^  mlojuiJ  fOT«eiiin#ii^  of  New  York*  was 
M  SBgUshmMi  by  bkili.  *'  His  viick,  2(r.  BlMtikwait,  protiirod  the  9—t^ 
Uryahip  of  the  colony  for  Utt  early  in  the  z«i§n  lef  Qneen  4»"S>     H*  hM 
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cHAP.ment  of  the  chief  justioey  De  Laneey;  who,  strangely 
s..^^  enough,  though  usually  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  pre- 
^^^-  rogatives  of  the  crown,  had  now  heoome  to  some  extant  a 
favorite  of  the  general  assembly.  The  new  governor  had 
spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  the  navy ;  and,  according  to 
the  earliest  English  historian  of  2^ew  York,  ^'  preferring 
ease  and  good  cheer  to  the  restteas  activily  of  ambition/ 
there  wanted  nothing  to  engage  the  interest  of  his  power- 
ful patrons  in  lus  favor,  more  than  to  humor  a  simple-- 
hearted man,  who  had  no  ill  nature,  nor  sought  anything 
more  than  a  genteel  frugality  and  common  civility,  while 
he  was  mending  those  fortunes,  until  his  Mends  at  court 

gemioB,  but  no  other  than  a  common  writing-sobool  education ;  nor  Uid  he 
add  to  hie  stock  by  reading,  for  he  was  more  intent  upon  improring  his 
fortune  than  his  mind.  He  was  sensible,  artful,  actiye,  cautious ;  had  a 
perfect  command  of  his  temper,  and  was  in  hit  address  specious  and  civil. 
Kor  was  any  man  bt iter  ao^naisted  with  the  colony  aad  its  affajn.*'  He 
successiTely  held  the  offices  of  secretary,  olerh  of  the  councilf  counselor, 
and  lieutenant-goTemor ;  and  ftrom  his  official  position  he  had  every  op- 
portunity of  enriching  himself  by  obtaining  grants  and  patents  of  land  — 
which,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  colony  he  was  enabled  to  choose  in  the 
most  adTantageotts  looations.  He  was  a  courtier,  and  waa  earttfulnoter 
to  diifer  with  the  governors  of  the  oology ;  aXthoagh  during  Gosby's  stormy 
career,  he  usually  kept  himself  quiet  at  his  country  villa  upon  the  edge  of 
Hempstead  plains.  " His  lady  was  a  Hyde,  a  woman  of  fine  accomplish- 
ments, and  a  distant  relation  of  that  branch  of  the  Clarendon  family.  She 
died  in  New  Toxic*  Mr.  Clarke  returned  to  England  in  1746,  with  aequis)* 
tioos  estimated  at  one  hmidj^  thousand  ponnda.  Be  purohasad  au  eatai  e 
in  Cheshire,  where  he  died  about  the  year  1761,  George  Clarke,  his  gran^.- 
son,  and  the  heir  to  bis  estates,  after  a  residence  in  America  of  about  thirty - 
five  years,  died  at  Otsego,  about  the  year  1885.  His  eldest  son,  George 
Hyde  Clarke,  with  his  young  wife,  was  lost  in  the  ship  Albion,  wrecked  on 
the  ooast  of  Ireland,  in  the  summer  of  1820,  on  his  paiflage  tnm  New  York 
to  England.  His  second  son  then  returned  to  £ngland|  and  entered  into 
possession  of  the  fortune  of  his  father's  estates  situated  in  that  country. 
By  the  vast  increase  in  price  of  his  American  lands,  Mr.  Clarke's  estates  in 
this  country  became  of  princely  Talne  before  his  death.  They  are  in- 
herited by  his  youngest  son,  George  Clarke,  Esq.,  who  now  (184S),  resides 
in  the  noble  mansion  ereeted  by  his  father  a  few  years  before  his  decease, 
i^n  the  margiii  of  Otsego  lake. 
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could  recall  faim  to  some  indol^t  and  more  lucratiTe.  Bta-  cmr. 
tion/'^  w^ 

Mr.  Clhiton  arrived  in  New  York  on,  the  twei^-second  ^^*^' 
of  September,  and  was  received  with  demonstratiokia  of 
universal  aatis&ction  by  the  people.  Finding  that  the 
general  assembly  stood  adjourned  to  meet  in  a  few  days, 
and  ascertaining  that  the  people  would  be  pleased  with  an 
opportonily  of  holding  a  new  election,  the  assembly  was 
dissolved  on  the-twenty-sevent^  and  writs  for  the  return 
of  another  assembly  issued  the  same  day.'  The  elections 
were  conducted  without  political  acrimony,  and  all  the  old 
mCTibers,  with  but  seven  exceptions,  were  returned.  The 
session  opened  on  the  eighth  of  November.  Meantime 
the  governor  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Be  Lancey,  who 
doubtless  had  the  moulding  of  his  excellency's  speech. 
Its  tone  was  conciliatory,  although  the  sore  subject  of  a 
permanent  revenue  was  opened  afresh.  But  this  was  done 
in  gentle  terms,  the  governor  asking  for  a  grant  ^^  in  as 
ample  a  manner,  and  for  a. time  as  long,  as  had  been  given 
under  any  of  his  predecessors."  The  assembly  was  in- 
formed thaf  owing  to  the  critical  state  of  affitirs  id  Europe, 
and  the  doubtfiil  attitude  in  which  Great  Britain  and 
France  stood  toward  each  other,  a  large  supply  of  mHitairy 
stores  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  had  been  received 
from  the  parent  government ;  and  the  governor  hoped  the 
assembly  would  show  their  thankfulness  by  making  an 
adequate  provision  for  the  purchase  of  others.  The  usual 
recommendations  in  regard  to  the  Indian  intercourse  of 
the  colony  were  renewed,  and  an  appropriation  was  asked 
for  rebuilding  the  barracks,  and  public  offices,  together 
with  the  hoTffie  of  the  governor,  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire.    The  latter    recommendation   was  insisted  on 

iSmitb'B  iRMvfy  of  New  Tifrk,  vol.  U,  »««•  85. 
sidem. 
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CMP.  as  being  necessaiy  for  tib^  comfort  of  tbe  goTeniar's 

v-v-'  family. 

^^^'-  «<  An  hiunble  address  "  was  Yoted  by  &e  ooimoil  in  re«- 
ply,  drawn  up  by  Do  Lancey.  The  appointment  of  tiie 
new  governor  was  receiy^ed  "  as  an  aA£tionml  evidmee  of 
his  majesty's  afibetion  ft>r  his  people,  and  bis  seal  for  the 
liberty  of  mankind,  lately  most  evidently  demo&atrated  in 
his  exposing  his  sacred  person  to  the  greatest  dangers  in 
defence  of  the  liberty  of  Europe."^  In  all  other  reepeets 
the  answer  was  an  echo  of  the  speech.  The  address  of 
the  house  was  m<»re  than  an  ec3M,^***it  was  coached  in  Ian* 
gnage  of  excessive  flattery  to  ihenew  govemoiv  ^*^^  of  fawn* 
ing  adulation  toward  the  sovereign,  who  was  designated 
^'the  darling  of  his  ovm  people,  and  the  glorious- preserver 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe."  There  was^  however,  a  dis- 
position on  all  sid^  to  be  pleased*  The  assembly  re^ 
sponded  to  the  demanded  ap{>v(^)riations/--**  voting  the 
governor  flfteen  hundred  pounds  for  his  salaiy,  one  hnnd.* 
red  pounds  for  house  rent,  four  hundred  pounds  foi*  fuel 
sxid  candles,  one  hundred  and  &£tjr  pounds  to  enable  him 
to  visit  tdie  Indians,  and  eight  hundred  pounds  for  the 
purchase  of  presents  to  be  distributed  amongst  thbm. 
Other  appropriations  were  made  upon  a  scale  of  corres- 

1  The  battle  of  Dettingexi,  in  Oermaay,  in  which  the  Britiih  iroope  tald 
iheir  nUiee  obtained  a  briUiani  tiatory'evo^  a  pywttvX  AUdildn  otthearaij 
«f  the  Mareechal  de  Koailles,  oemiaanded  bjr  th^  DuM  de  Gvammo&t.  The 
English  troops,  commanded  by  tiie  £arl  of  Stair,  were  joined  by  the  Duke 
•of  Cumberland,  to  make  his  first  campaign,  and  by  his  majesty  (George  II), 
•on  the  ninth  of  June.  The  Bnglish  with  their  allies,  were  mo f  ing,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  June,  toward  Hansu,  Co  obtain  mip>plles,  and  lo  join  the 
ftattoyarians  and  Hessiami,  whtn  tfaigr  were  met  in  a  difienU  pos&tien  by 
ihe  French,  thirty  thousand  strong.  The  king  behaved  Tory  gallantly  in 
the  engagement,  exposing  his  person  to  a  seyere  fire  of  cannon  as  well  as 
musketry.  He  rode  between  the  first  and  second  lines  with  his  sword 
.drawn^  and  enooun^ed  th«  itinvp^  tb  flght  tor  the  honor  sf  fini^aiid.  The 
lErench  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  Ato  thoosaad  men.  They  might  hftve 
ibeen^LMtroyed  had  the  adTantnge  been  promptly  followed  up. 
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ponding  liberality ;  and  the  governor  was  so  well  pleased  chap. 
with  the  good  temper  of  the  assembly,  that  he  signed  v-v^ 
every  bill  presented  for  his  approbation,  without  a  mur-  ^^**' 
mnr  of  disapprobation,  not  even  excepting  the  supply-    . 
bill,  which,  notwithstanding  his  demand  to  the  contrary,  • 
in  the  opening  speech,  was  limited  to  the  year. 

But  notwithstanding  these  reciprocal  manifestations  of 
good  feeling ;  and  notwithstanding  also  the  amiable  traits 
of  the  governor's  natural  disposition,  it  will  be  seen  in  the 
progress  of  events  that  the  bluff  characteristics  of  the 
sailor  were  not  always  to  be  concealed ;  and  his  adminis- 
tration, in  process  of  time,  became  as  tempestuous  as  the 
elemeat  upon  which  he  was  certainly  more  at  home  than 
upon  the  land^ 

Until  after  the  arrival  of  Governor  Olintcm  Mr.  Johnson 
seems  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
eolony.  BUs  name  appears  in  noi%e  of  the  public  records 
of  that  day;  and  such  of  his  private  papers  as  hijkve  es- 
caped the  ravages  of  time  and  revolution,  exhibit  him 
only  in  the  character  of  a  oountry  merchant,  enlai:ging  his 
business  from  year  to  yeaff^  increasing  rapidly  i^  wealth, 
and  assiduoQsly  cultivating  the  friendship  and  language 
of  the  Indians.  Before  the  year  1743,  he  had  removed 
from  the  south  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  settled 
at  the  fdaoe  heretofore  desoribed  as  Mount  Johnson. 
He  had  also  in  the  last  mentioned  year  become  connected 
with,  the  fur-tiade  at  the  important  trading  post  of  Oswe- 
go. Hor  was  it  long  before  he  opened  a  cprreapondence 
on  his  own  account  witii  the  opulent  house  of  Sir  William 
Baker  &  Co.,  in  London.  As  his  fortunes  improved  rapidly, 
he  grew  with  equal  pace  in  the  public  estimatioia,  not 
only  among  the  people  of  his  own  region,  but  likewise  in 
Albany  and  New  York.  His  correi^ndence  during  this 
period  was  considerable,  indicating  an  extensive  business 
in  all  the  multifiEuious  departments  pf  a  country  trading 
establishment,  independentiy  of  the  fhrttrade,  in  which  he 
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cfrAp.  i^as  now  engaged,  and  his  commerce  with  lihe  Indians.   In 
w^;^  his  business  transactions  ^^  he  by  no  means  lost  sight  of 
1748.  his  own  interests,  but  on  the  contrary  raised  himself  to, 
.  wealth  in  an  open  and  active  manner,  not  disdaining  any 
honorable  means  of  benefiting  himself;  but  at  the  same 
time  the  bad  policy,  as  well  as  meanness  of  sacrificing  re- 
spectability to  snatching   present   advantages,  were  so 
obvious  to  him,  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future 
prosperity  on  the  broad  and  deep  basis  of  honorable  deal^ 
ing,  accompanied  by  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the 
objects  he  had  in  view ;  acting  so  as  without  the  least  de^^ 
parture  from  integrity  on  the  one  hand,  or  inattention  to 
his  affairs  on  the  other,  to  conduct  himself  in  such  a  lnan«> 
ner  as  gave  an  air  of  magnanimity  to  his  character,  that 
made  him  the  object  of  universal  confidence.*^ 

Meantime  the  relationB  between  Great  Britain  imd 
Spain  had  undergone  a  change  demanding  tbe  serriees  of 
Mr.  Johnson's  unde  akid  p«tron,  Gaptain  Warren,  upon 
his  own  element.  After  a  long  series  of  aggremloiis  upon 
th^  coinmerce  of  England  in  the  West  India  teas,  oom- 
mitted  by  the  Spaniards,  attended  often  by  die  utmost  inv 
solence,  <iruelt^,  and  rapiiie,*  the  former  power,  appealing 
in  vain  to  the  court  of  Madrid  for  indemniftostion,  gntnted 
letteilili  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  th«  Spaadards  in 
the  year  1789.  It  vtw  on  the  sei^enteenth  of  AuguA 
of  that  yeair,  that  Mr.  Clarfce,  th«  lioutensnt^govemac, 
llaid  before  his  council  his  migesty's  warrant,  <mthorizing 
the  govemmeM  of  New  York  to  issue  Letters  of  jnatque 
kbd  neprisal  agalbst  the  oommoroe  of  Spun.    Measures  to 

1  JtfM>tr«  cfum  AmsHmn  IMy^  by  Bin.  Grsni. 

*  StiioUett's  eontinnatioii  tt  H'lime.  Bftiiwoft,  I  Mn  *wte«,  giT«t  Aiiotbir 
(MpVDt  to  the  oM^  Tide  W^torg  nf  the  Umttd  Btatm,  rol.  Hi,  pp.  486  Md 
OBWMrd.  He  ooatends  thftt  EngUnd  wm  the  aggremor,  and  (he  cause  ot 
war  was  with  Spain.  So  seems  to  hare  thought  Walpole,  but  so  thought 
not  ^Iteney,  Pitt,  afterward  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  Uieir  followers  fh  and 
ottt  bf  pailiameni.  Nor  has  the  btilfianey  «f  Bane^oft^s  WLjlt  ^d  arga- 
meiit  Iron  me  to  Ills  side  lef  the  questkii. 
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that  end  were  immediAtely  adopted  by  the  council,  ui-obav^ 
eluding  the  specification  of  the  bonds  tp  be  taken,  and  the  s 


fidrms  of  commiasiona  to  be  granted*^  ^^^ 

This  measure  was  soon  followed  by  an  open  rupture. 
The  British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  having  taken 
two  richly  laden  Spanish  merchantmen  from  Caraccas,  his 
Catholic  majesty  ordered  all  the  English  ships  in  his  hai> 
bors  to  be  seized  and  detained.  A  declaration  of  ws^f 
could  no  longer  be  avoided  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  si* 
though  that  able  and  crafty  minister  had  labored  long  and 
earnestly  to  avoid  such  an  issue.^  The  declaration  by  the 
king  of  England,  was  iHt>claimed  in  October,  1738,  and 
Admiral  Vernon  was  fbrthwith  dispatched  in  the  com* 
mand  of  a  fleet  against  the  Spanish  West  India  possea- 
sioQs ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  thirtieth  of  June  in  the 
following  year  that  the  &ct  that  such  a  decl^uration  had 
been  issued,  was  officially  conununicated  to  tbi»  general 
assembly  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke.  He  then  called 
upon  the  assembly  to  encourage^  by  bounty,  enlistments 
of  volunteers  to  Join  bis  migesty's  troops  engaged  in  the 
West  India  expedition ;  and  a  bill  was  sbortly  afterward 
passed  making  provision  for  the  vietualing  and  transport- 
stion  of  five^  hundred  volunteers  in  that  service.'    From 

^MS.  records  Qf  the  ex^vtWe  ooanoU  of  New  Tork.  It  «ppft|tftb/ 
these  reeorda,  howerer,  that  the  priyateering  business  had  been  carried  on 
briskly  Arom  the  port  of  New  Tork  for  the  two  or  three  preceding  years. 

*  Smollett.  It  was  upon  this  subject  of  their  Spanish  relations,  that  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  compelled  to  encounter  the  fierce  opposition  which 
nailed  and  ^mbitteired  liis  toeing  career.  Before  tb«  issuing  of  the  let«> 
ters  of  flMarqu^,  *  ecoiit&tion  had  bMa  oonelvded  between  Xn|^d  Mid 
Spain  (though  Aever  xegarded  by  the  latter),  which  was  the  aubjeot  of  the 
severest  condemnation  by  the  opposition,  and  was  denounced  with  th^ 
strongest  invectiTe  by  Sir  William  Wyndham  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  in  the  com- 
mons ;  to  whom  Walpole,  losing  nis  temper,  repiiea  ii|  a  manner  that  m- 
dueed  the  famous  seoession  uft  the  minority  from  the  house,  in  J78S.  IChose 
debates  hare  been  greatly  extolled  for  their  eloquence  and  power.  In  the 
following  year,  howeter,  the  seOeding  members  resumed  their  seats,  with 
Mr.  Pulteney  at  their  head. 
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CHAP,  the  "West  Indies,  Vernon  directed  his  course  to  Porto 
If,  ' 

^..^^Bello,  which  became  an  easy  conquest.  The  fortress  of 
I7i8.  Chagre  was  also  taken  and  demolished  by  Vernon,  and 
Europe  was  made  to  resound  with  his  praises  for  these  ex- 
ploits. Lord  Cathcart,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  land 
forces  of  the  expedition  was  entrusted,  having  died  at  Do- 
minica^ a  victim  to  the  climate,  the  command  devolved 
upon  "the  inexperienced  and  irresolute  Wentworth."* 
Expectation  was  high  in  regard  to  anticipated  triumphs ; 
and  in  May,  1741,  more  levies  were  required  firom  the 
northern  colonies,  and  the  assembly  of  New  York  was  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Clarke  to  make  farther  appropriations  for 
this  service.  It  was  hoped,  said  the  speech,  that  "the 
glorious  beginning  would  excite  the  assembly  to  speedy 
and  generous  resolutions.''  But  this  "glorious  begin- 
ning" wasv  shortly  followed  by  the  miserable  ending  of 
the  expedition  against  Carthagena,  where,  weakened  by 
sickness  in  its  most  frightfbl  forms,  and  discouraged  hy 
the  ill-judged  movements  of  their  commanders,  the  British 
troops  w^re  repulsed  in  an  attempt  to  storm  the  citadel, 
or  castle  commanding  the  town.  In  escaping  thence, 
Vernon  And  Wentworth  attempted  to  retrieve  their  sad 
reverses  at  Carthagena  by  a  descent  upon  Cuba.  A  land- 
ing was  effected  in  a  bay,  on  the  south-eastern  part  of  that 
island,  ill  July,  1741,  and  the  troops  ascending  a  river, 
encamped  about  twenty  miles  from  the  bay.  This  event 
was  announced  by  Mr.  Clarke,  in  a  speech  to  the  assem- 
bly, in  September.  General  "Wentworth,  it  was  said,  had 
obtained  a  secure  footing  on  the  island,  and  recruits  and 
supplies  were  called  for  to  secure  the  conquest'  But  they 
were  not  needed.  After  remaining  inactive  in  their  posi- 
tion till  the  month  of  November,  enfeebled  by  the  cli- 

^Bsnerofk. 

*  See  JovmaU  of  the  Frovmeial  A$9emblff,  In  Uiis  tpeeoh  the  lieatenftnt- 
goTemor  reoommended  the  enaetmeni  of  laws  re§;alating  the  manufaetare 
and  sale  of  flonr  and  bread—  denounoing  the  bolters  and  bakers  for  their 
frauds,  fto. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


htFK  01  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  BAB9.  SB 

mate,  and  their  nnmberB  waeted  by  sickneas,  liie  troops  cwf. 
were  re-embarked,  and  sailed  to  Jamaioa.^    The  whole  w^,w 
expedition  was  a  deplorable  failure.    The  levies,  from  the  ^^**- 
colonies  nearly  all  perished  from  the  pestilence,  and  the 
entire  loss  of  lives  was  estimated  at  twenty  thousand.  Eng- 
land had  made  no  acquisitions,  and  had  inflicted  on  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  far  less  evil  than  she  herself  had 
suffered/" 

Simultaneously  with  these  operations  in  the  West  In- 
dies, the  invasion  of  Florida  fircHn  the  colonies,  had  been 
determined  on,  the  commttod  being  entrusted  to  General 
Oglethorpe^ — the  benevolent  founder  of  Georgia^ — who 
was  ordered  to  raise  levies  of  provincials  &r  that  purpose 
from  South  Carolina  and  his  own  in£Bmt  plantationa.  This 
expedition,  though  successfdlly  commenced  by  the  cap; 
ture  of  Fort  Diego,  distant  twenty-five  miles  from  St;  Au- 
gustine, owing  to  a  combination  of  untoward  circum- 
stances, ended  in  disaster — the  general  having  been  com- 
pelled to  raise  the  siege  of  the  last  mentioned  fortress, 
under  circumstances  that  caused  great  and  mutual  dissat- 
is&ction  between  the  troops  and  their  commander.* 

These  hostilities,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  required 
the  services  of  Captain  Warren  at  sea,  to  which  he  seems 
to  have  been  ordered  v^ry  soon  after  writing  the  letter  to 
his  nephew  cited  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  chapter; 
inasmuch  as  he  was  engaged  in  the  squadron  of  Commo- 
dore Price,  co-operating  with  General  Oglethorpe  against 
8t  Augustine.  The  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  War- 
ren at  this  time  is  not  mentioned ;  but  he  was  certainly 
there  at  the  time  in  question,  for  when  it  was  found  that 
the  town  could  not  be  effectively  caimonaded  from  the 
batteries  erected  by  Oglethorpe  on  an  island  in  the  river 
opposite,  because  of  the  distance,  apian  was  proposed  for  a 
night  attack  upon  the  Spanish  galleys  which  prevented  the 

^SmoUeii. 
'BuiorofU 
^Ifinhairs  CoiottM  Bkiorf. 
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^  *  passage  of  the  rirer  for  a  direct  assault,  aad  Captain  War- 
w^^wren  volunteered  to  oonduet  the  enterprise.  ^^But,  on 
^^^*  sounding  the  bar,  the  water  was  found  too  shallow  to 
admit  the  passage  of  one  of  the  Urge  ships  to  the  attack, 
and  the  project  was  necessarily  abandoned."^  Probably, 
however,  Captain  Warren  was  then  in  command  of  the 
Squirrel,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  in  which  he  was  certainly 
cruising  upon  the  American  station  eighteen  months  af- 
terward. In  1742  he  commanded  the  Launceion,  of  forty 
guns,  in  which  he  captured  tbe  Peregrlna  privateer, 
mounting  fourteen  carriage,  aad  four  swivel  guns,  in  com* 
pany  with  Captain  Bdwani  Aylmer,  of  the  Po-rt  Mahon. 
Warren  was  subsequently  promoted  to  th«  fiuperbe,  of 
sixty  guns,  in  which  be  was  ordered  to  the  West  Indies, 
where  he  was  left  by  Admiral  Sir  C^aloner  Ogle  in  com-^ 
mand  as  commodore  of  a  small  squadron  on  the  Antigua 
station.*  The  activity  of  bis  after-life  probably  left  him 
but  little  time  to  reside  on  shore  in  Kew  York,  before  bis 
return  to  and  settlement  in  England.  But  of  this  here- 
after." 

France  was  at  tbat  time  an  ally  of  Spain,  in  the  wafs 
of  the  continent;  and  had  well  nigh  been  drawn  into  the 
contest  with 'England  in  1741.  The  qtieen  Of  Spain  hav- 
ing formed  a  plan  for  erecting  a  kingdom  for  her  second 
bon,  Don  Philip,  from  some  of  the  Italian  dominions,  an 
army  of  fifteen  thousand  men  was  embarked  for  that  ob- 
ject at  Barcelona,  for  Orbitello,  wbich  was  convoyed  thither 
by  the  united  squadrons  of  Prance  and  Spain -^passing 
the  straits  of  Gibraltar  in  the  night,  while  Admiral  Had- 
dock, with  a  fleet  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line  was  lying  in 
the  bay.  The  British  admiral  sailing  from  Gibraltar,  fell 
in  with  them  in  a  few  days,  and  discovered  both  squad- 
rons drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  having  been  joined  by  the 
Frenct  squadron  from  Toulon.    Wben  bearing  down  to 

^MarshaU'8  Colonial  Hutwy. 
*Ohamoek. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFB  OV  SIB  WILLIAM  JOHHSON,   BART.  87 

give  th^  Sp^iniardB  battle,  the  French  admiral  sent  a  flag  chap. 
to  the  English,  infoiming  him  that  inasmuch  as  the  French  v.^ 
and  Spanish  fleets  were  engaged  in  a  joint  expedition,  he  ^'^^' 
should  be  obliged  to  act  in  concert  with  his'maater's  allies. 
The  combined  fleets  amounted  to  double  the  number  of 
the  English  ships ;  and  the  interposition  of  the  French 
admiral  prevented  an  engagement.^    Still  the  time  was 
not  far  distant  when  France  became  involved  in  the  con- 
test with  England,  by  reason  of  espousing  the  oause  of 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  usuallj  called  ^^the  pretend- 
er."   And  an  expedition  in  behalf  of  this  prince,  with  a 
view  of  pladng  him  apon  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  the 
Stuarts,  under  a  belief  that  he  would  be  received  in  Scot* 
land  with  acclamation,  was  set  on  foot  by  France  during 
thA  psreBent  year. 

Advices  of  the  intended  invasion  of  his  majesty's  do- 1744 
minicms,  in  behalf  of  >^a  Popish  pretender,"  were  com- 
municated to  the  general  assembly  of  Kew  York  by  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  in  April,  1744.  In  connection  with  this 
antictpated  act  of  hostility,  whkh  would  oi  course  extend 
to  ilie  oontigaouB  colonies  of  the  two  countries,  efllcient 
measures  were  urged  for  placing  the  country  in  a  posture^ 
of  defence.  The  temper  of  I2ie  colony,  in  regard  to  this 
movement  of  France,  may  be  inferred  from  the  imm6diat6 
action  of  thetwsembly.  In  the  council,  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey,  in  moving  an  Address  of  thanks  for  the  speech, 
offered  also  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  abhorrence  of 
that  body  of  the  designs  of  France  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
tender, and  declaring  that  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of 
his  majesty's  subjects  depended  on  the  Protestant  succes- 
eion.  The  house  waa  invited  to  join  in  the  address,  which 
request)  though  a  very  unusual  procedure,  was  readily 
acquiesced  in,  and  the  address  was  prepared  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two.  houses.^    From  all  thia  it  was  evi- 

1  Smollett. 
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CHAP,  dent  that  a  war  was  very  near  at  hand,  and  that  Hie  finon- 
w^  tiers  of  the  colony  might  again,  very  soon,  be  subjected  to 
1744.  the  ravages  of  a  foe  than  whose  tender  mercies  nothing 
could  be  more  cruel. 

An  appropriation  had  been  made  in  the  preceding  De- 
cember, to  enable  Governor  Clinton  to  meet  the  Six  I^ations 
in  general  council.  But  no  such  conference  had  yet  taken 
place.  Happening  to  be  in  Albany,  however,  in  June  of 
the  present  year,  and  a  considerable  party  of  the  chiefs 
and  sachems  happening  to  be  there  also  at  the  same  time, 
an  interview  took  place  at  which  the  formalities  almost 
of  a  general  council  were  interchanged.  The  governor 
commenced  his  speech  by  informing  them  that  he  had  it 
in  command  from  the  great  king  their  fatiier,  to  tell  them 
of  his  desire  that  the  covenant  chain  between  them  should 
be  kept  bright  and  strong.  He  then  informed  them  how 
his  majesty  had  sent  an  army  into  Germany  the  preceding 
year,  which  had  been  treacherously  attacked  by  the 
French,  contrary  to  the  fiuth  of  treaities.  But  by  the 
courage  of  the  English  they  were  beatest,  and  obKged  to 
fly  across  the  fihine.^  Not  only  so,  but  the  governor  told 
them  that  at  a  sabsequent  day,  the  French  fleet  had  joined 
itself  to  the  fleet  of  his  m^esty's  enemies,  the  Spaniards, 
and  having  attacked  the  British  fleet,  the  French  had 
again  been  beaten.*    After  this,  the  French  king  had  de^ 

1  Referring  to  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  of  wMch  a  brief  aooount  has  been 
given  in  a  preceding  note. 

*  Referring  to  the  irregular  and  unfortunate  e^g%gemesit  between  the 
English  and  the  combined  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  off  Toulon,  on  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  of  February,  1744.  The  English  commander  was  Ad- 
miral Matthews,  under  whom  was  Vice  Admiral  Leetock.  The  FV'ench 
oommander  was  M.  de  Conrt;  the  Spanish :  Den  Navanre.  The  combined 
fleets  had  been  blockaded  in  Toulon.  Bui  on  attein|»ting  to  get  to  .sea, 
they  were  attacked  by  Matthews,  who  himself,  behaved  with  great  intre- 
pidity ;  but  failed  in  his  tactics.  Between  Maithews  and  Lestock,  a  bitter 
antagonistical  fueling  existed;  and  perceivhig  the  efrroneous  manceurers 
of  his  commander,  Lestoek  fUmished  a  precedent  for  Captain  Elliott,  in  the 
American  serrice,  on  Lake  Erie,  seTenty  years  afterward,  by  manosuTtr- 
ing  on  both  days,  so  as  to  keep  entirely  oat  of  tkt  action.    For  tidi  eon- 
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clared  war  against  their  great  Mbter,  who  in  tiim  had  caup. 
declared  war  against  him.^  For  the  present,  the  governor  w.^^ 
would  not  nrge  them  upon  the  war-path.  He  wished  i^**- 
&em  to  remain  at  h<Hne, — to  be  on  their  guard  against 
the  arts  of  the  French, —  and  to  communicate  whatever 
inf(Hrmation  they  could  obtain  to  the  Indian  commission- 
ers at  Albany.  In  recompense  for  their  fidelity,  they  were 
promised  protection  by  the  English ;  but  they  were  also 
told  by  the  governor  that  he  should  expect  them  to  assist 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  whenever  called  upon  for 
that  purpose.  The  governor  £a<rther  spoke  of  the  import- 
ance, to  them,  of  maintaining  the  post  of  Oswego,  where 
they  could  always  purchase  goods  cheaper  than  they  could 
of  tiie  Fr^ich*  The  French  had  their  eye  upon  this  post» 
to  defend  which  six  pieces  of  ordnance  had  recently  been 
forwarded  thither;  and  should  it  be  attacked,  the  govern- 
or eaqpected  the  Six  Nations  to  assist  in  i^  defence.  In 
conclusion,  the  governor  reminded  them  of  the  promise 
formerly  made  by  the  Cayugas  and  Senecas,  that  they 
would  concentrate  their  people  and  unite  their  castles.  If 
this  measure  had  not  been  executed,  he  hoped  they  would 
att^id  to  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  sh^ce,  in  this  time  of  war, 
a  union  of  their  nations  would  greatly  add  to  their  strength 
and  reputation,  l^ey  had  likewise  promised  that  no 
VieaciBaen  should  be  suffered  to  live  among  them;  which 
jMH3mise  the  governor  hoped  they  had  k^t 

This  speech  was  delivered  on  the  eighte^oith  of  June. 
Two  As^  afterward  the  cfaiefe  rephed;  but  not  in  a  man- 
ner idtogether  satisfactory  to  the  governor  upon  the  main 
sutjeet  of  his  speech — the  war  with  France.  True,  they 
reciprocated  his  excellency's  professi<ms  of  Mendahip  with 

daet»  Lwitoek  wm  hxoaglit  to  a  oourt  marshal^  but  instead  of  being  pnn- 
ilbed,  aa  he  deseryed,  Matthews,  who  had  really  fought  with  gaUant  dar- 
ing, was  dlBmiflsed  the  serrioe  for  aUowing  the  fleets  to  eeeape  him  t  Such 
Is  the  caprioe  of  fortune. 

>  The  Frenoh  deolaration  of  the  war  of  1744,  was  dated  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  Maroh.    On  the  thlrty-flrst  day  of  Mareh,  the  EngUsJi  deolaration 
publiBhed  amidst  the  aeelamations  of  the  people. 
12 
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CHAP,  as  much  apparent  cordiality  ae  ever.  It  was  their  deter- 
s..^^  mination  to  strengthen  the  covenant  chain,  and  keep  it 
•^7^-  strong  and  bright  as  long  as  the  snn  endures.  Indeed, 
^^  we  will  preserve  it  so  strong  and  keep  it  so  bright,  that 
it  Bhall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  devil  himself,  with  any 
of  his  wiles  and  arts,  to  break  or  rust  it"  Yet  they  were 
not  remarkably  anxious  to  prove  their  friendship  by  going 
upon  the  war-path.  They  said  they  understood  all  that 
had  been  said  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  and 
the  war.  But,  as  to  engaging  in  it,  that  seemed  to  be 
d>nother  affair.  They  were  indeed  a  warlike  people,  and 
they  had  never  yet  been  engaged  in  a  wajr  in  which  they  had 
not  sooner  or  later  prevailed*  But  they  did  not  now  like 
to  begin  the  war  with  Canada.  It  would  be  time  enough 
when  the  enemy  himself  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  When 
the  enemy  should  have  attacked  any  of  the  subjects  of  the 
great  king,  their  father,  they  would  be  ready  to  join  in 
defending  themselves  against  them.  In  reference  to  the 
post  of  Oswego,  they  were  glad  it  was  to  be  preserved ; 
but,  as  to  its  immediate  advantages  to  them,  in  their  trade, 
these  were  not  so  great  as  when  first  established;  they 
sold  goods  cheaper  to  the  Indians  then,  than  they  do  now. 
They  liked  the  officer  in  command  there,  and  wished 
goods  might  become  as  cheap  as  before.  Yet,  should  it 
be  attacked,  they  would  aid  in  its  defence.  In  regard  to 
the  proposed  concentration  of  their  two  western  nations, 
the  Cayugas  and  Senecas,  they  were  too  busy  to  do  it  now. 
Nor  would  they  send  from  among  them  any  of  the  French 
that  might  be  residing  with  their  people.  "  We  have  just 
told  you  we  are  for  peace,  and  must  await  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Should  we  take  hold  of  any  French  that 
came  among  us,  we  should  be  the  first  aggressors."  * 

The  apprehensions  expressed  by  the  governor,  respect- 
ing Oswego,  were  by  no  means  groundless.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  of  June  he  laid  before  the  council  letters 

^The  proceedings  Qf  tliifl  inoideutal  oonncil  may  be  found  at  large  in 
the  CowneU  MinuUt. 
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from  the  commandant  of  Oswego^  advising  that  Monsieur  chap. 
Micol  Hayden  had  ascended  Lake  Ontario  past  that  post,  >^.^ 
with  a  small  force  (probably  of  observation) ;  and  some  ^'^^ 
Indian  scouts  had  returned  from  Cadaracqui,  with  intelli- 
gence that  the  French  were  collecting  a  force  of  eight 
hundred  men  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Oswego,  and 
were  only  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  complete  their  arrangements  and  make  the 
descent.* 

But  the  largest  and  most  important  Lxdiaa  council  of  the 
year  1744,  and  upon  which  the  principal  sachems  and  chiefe 
of  the  Six  ligations  were  in  attendance  nearly  at  the  same 
time  that  Mr.  Clinton  was  holding  his  conference  with 
others  of  their  chiefs  at  Albany,  took  place  at  Lancaster, 
in  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  commencing  on  the  twenly- 
second  day  of  June,  and  ending  on  the  fourth  of  July. 
This  council  was  convened  at  the  solicitation  of  Lieutenant- 
Gk)V0mor  Thomas,  of  that  colony,  who  had  assumed  the 
office  of  mediator  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  colonies 
of  Maryland  and  Yirginia,  in  regard  to  the  ownerships  of 
certain  districts  of  country  within  the  extending  borders 
of  those  colonies,  claimed  by  the  Six  !N'ations.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  complaints  of  trespasses  upon  those 
lands,  especially  by  the  people  of  Maryland,  were  uttered 
by  the  Six  Nations  in  Philadelphia  two  years  before,  and 
also  that  the  governor  of  Maryland  was  written  to  upon 
the  subject  by  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  at  that  time, — 
the  Indians  having  intimated  a  threat  that,  if  their  com- 
plaints were  not  attended  to,  they  were  able  to  do  justice 
to  themselves.  Mr.  Thomas  had  also  acted  as  a  media- 
tor between  the  Virginians  and  the  Six  Nations,  touch- 
ing the  skirmish  between  a  party  of  Iroquois  warriors  and 
a  small  body  of  Virginia  militiarmen,  under  Captains 
M'Dowell  and  Buchanan,  which  occurred  in  the  back  part 
of  the  colony,  in  December,  1742,  the  particulars  of  which 
have  already  been  related.    By  means  of  this  interposi- 
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CHAP,  tion,  the  difficulty  had  been  adjusted;— both  parties  agree- 
s^,^^  ing  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  bury  the  transaction  in 
1744.  oblivion ;  Virginia  cementing  the  reconciliation  by  a  pre- 
sent of  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  pounds.  Yet 
the  land-controversy  remained  for  adjustment;  although 
it  was  not  apparent  at  the  council  of  1742,  that  the  claim 
of  the  Indians  extended  to  any  lands  upon  which  the  pale 
faces  had  trespassed  in  Virginia.  They  were  indeed  re- 
ported by  the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  in  their 
dispatches  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke,  to  have  disa- 
vowed making  any  such  claim.  But  that  was  a  wide  mis- 
understanding between  the  parties,  since  the  claim  was 
advanced  upon  Virginia  as  well  as  Maiyland;  and  this 
council  was  invited  by  Mr.  Thomas,  for  the  purpose,  if 
possible,  of  effecting  such  an  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy between  the  parties  respectively,  as  should  be  sati^- 
fiewrtory  to  them  all. 

ITo  doubt  the  anxiety  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation,  Was  quickened  by  the  impending  conflict 
with  Prance.  He  saw  the  importance  of  the  Six  Nations 
as  a  barrier  between  the  English  and  French  colonies.  If 
Mends,  to  quote  nearly  his  own  language,  they  were  capa- 
ble 6f  defending  the  English  settlements;  if  enemies,  of 
making  cruel  ravages  upon  them ;  if  neutral,  they  could 
deny  the  French  a  passage  through  their  country  to  strike 
the  English  settlements,  and  moreover  give  timefy  inform- 
ation of  their  designs.  The  advantages  of  cultivating  a 
good  understanding  with  theto  were  therefore  obvious^ 
while  equally  evident  were  the  disadvantages  of  a  rupture. 
Hence  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  gather  the  present 
council,  to  which  Virginia  had  commissioned  as  delegates 
the  Honorable  Thomas  Lee,  and  Colonel  William  Beverley, 
and  Maryland  the  Honorable  Edmxmd  Jennings,  Philip 
Thomas,  Esquire,  and  Col6nels  Robert  King  and  Thomas 
Oalvil.  Mr.  Witham  Marshe  was  appointed  secretary  to 
the  commiBsion,  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Craddock  chaplain.^ 

^Witbam  MarBhe  —  afterward  Sir  William   Johnaon's  seoretaiy — haa 
\  a  Terj  pariioalar  and  edifyiog  joumal  of  lua  joniney  to  and  from  Uiis 
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The  nimiber  of  Indian  depnti^s  present--- ehiefe  and  e^c^. 
chems, — is  not  stated;   bat  they  oome  Hke  a  caravan, s..^^ 
accompanied  by  WEoriors  who  were  not  chiefs,  and  by  wo-  ^"^^^ 
men  and  children  and  old  men,  to  the  number  of  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Several  of  tlieir  women 
and  children  were  mounted  ob  horseback,  '^  a  thing  very 
unusual  with  them  ;'*  and  th^  warriors  were  armed  widL 
muskets,  bows  and  arrows,  sad  tomahawks.^    On  enter* 
ing  the  village  of  Lancaster,  <*  a  great  multitude  of  people 
followed  them.    They  marched  in  very  good  order,  with 
Ganassateego,  one  of  tiie  Onondaga  chie&  at  thdr  head ; 
who,  when  he  came  near  to  the  quarters  of  the  commi£k 
si(mers^  sung,  in  the  Indian  language,  a  song,  invrting  to 
a  renewal  of  all  treaties  heretofore  made^  and  to  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  new  one."' 

The  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Oayugas,  Seneeas  and  Tusca- 
roras  were  each  represented.  The  MohawkB  were  not 
Ganassateego  and  Taohanoontia^  Onondagas,  and  Gach-^ 
radodoW)  a  Gayuga,  were  the  speakers,  and  Gonrad  Wei- 
ser,  whose  Indian  name  waa  Tarachawagon,  as  usual,  the 
interpreter* 

The  chiefii  with  their  retinue^  formed  an  encampment  in 
the  precincts  of  tiie  town,  which,  from  the  descriptions  of 
honest  Witham  Mardie,  must  have  presented  a  rare  ez*- 
ample  of  the  picturesque  in  human  life.  While  the  sages 
were  in  council,  the  women  occupied  thenmelves  with 
tiieir  usual  domestic  concerns,  and  the  children  firoficked 
about  at  thdr  optkm — the  boys  making  strong  their  arms 
by  stringing  the  bow,  and  improvmg  their  skill  by  erpeed>- 
ing  the  arrow,  or  hurling  their  littie  hatchets — acquiring 
the  arty  in  anticipation  of  going  upon  the  war-path,  of 
planting  the  hatchet  in  the  trunk  of  a  tree  within  the 

ooirndl,  and  of  ita  proo«ediAgB  from  day  to  day,  to  whioh  I  BhtM  have  oo- 
oasion  more  than  once  to  refer.  Thlf  eorlous  iiinerarj  may  be  fraud  in 
▼ol.  tH,  Mqs9.  Ek.  CoU. 

1  Uarslie'a  JoumAl. 

"Idem. 
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OHAP.  diameter  of  a  hair  of  the  inark«  In  the  evenings,  when 
wyL/  the  graver  a&irs  of  the  day  were  ended^  and  the  fires  were 
1741  lighted,  the  yoxmg  men  mdulged  m  their  favorite  sports 
and  games,  wild  and  grotesque,  hefore  the  groups  of  pale 
faces  that  gathered  around  their  encampment;  now  iliu£h 
trating  the  pow-wow  dance,  and  now  seizing  a  speai*  in 
one  hand  and  a  hatchet  in  the  other,  making  the  woods 
ring  with  the  shriU  war  whoop,  as  around  the  blazing 
fire  they  performed  the  threatening  waivdance*  Among 
the  friends  to  the  mission  was  the  celebrated  Catherine 
Montour^ —  a  princess  of  the  Senecas  residing  at  the  head 
of  Seneca  lake  in  the  midst  of  a  clan  whom  she  ruled. 
Mrs.  Montour  was  a  half^bre^d,  her  father  aocoirding  to 
tradition  and  her  own  story,  having  been  governor  of 
Canada,  and  her  mother  a  Huron.  Until  about  ten  years 
of  age,  she  had  been  carefully  reared  and  educated,  and 
her  manners,  even  then,  in  her  old  age,  were  a&ble,  and 
comparatively  polite.  Buring  the  war  between  the  Six 
If  ations  and  the  French  and  Huroos,  she  was  captured  and 
carried  into  the  country  of  the.  Senecas,  by  whom  she  was 
adopted.  On  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  she  was  mar- 
ried to  a  &mous  wa^<^aptain,  who  was  in  great  esteem  for 
the  glory  he  achieved  for  his  people  in  their  wars  against 
the  Catawbas,  by  whom  she  had  peveral  childr^i*  About 
fifteen  years  before  the  date  of  this  council,  her  chief  was 
slain  by  the  Catawbas.  *  She  had  two  daughters,  both 
married  to  war-captains,  who  were  then  upon  the.war- 
path  at  the  south.  She  had  also  a  son,  John,  a  man  of 
great  prowess^  then  absent  against  the  Catawbas.  He  was 
a  brave  partisan  warrior  at  a  later  period,  and  a  great 
favorite  of  Sir  William  Johnson — being  often  in  his  ser- 
vice. Although  so  young  when  made  a  prisoner^  she  had 
nevertheless  preserved  her  language ;  and  being  in  youth 
and  middle  age  very  handsome,  and  of  good  address,  she 
had  been  greatly  caressed  by  the  gentlewomen  of  Phila- 
delphia during  her  occasional  visits  to  that  city  with  her 
people  on  business.    Indeed  she  was  always  held  in  gz«at 
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esteem  by  the  white  people,  invited  to  their  houses,  and  c«up. 
entertained  with  marked  civility.*  v^v-' 

The  buBine»B  of  the  conncil  was  opened  by  Mr.  Thomas,  ^^^• 
in  a  speech  addressed  chiefly  to  the  commissioners  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  who  at  its  close  were  formally  in- 
tzoduced  to  the  dnsky  ambassadors  "  as  brethren  who  had 
come  to  enlarge  the  fire  which  had  almost  gone  out,  and 
to  brighten  the  chain  which  had  contracted  some  rust." 
To  the  chiefs  he  said :  <*  receive  these  your  brethren  with 
open  arms,  and  unite  yourselves  to  them  in  the  covenant 
<^in  as  one  body  and  one  soul."  The  speech  was  closed 
with  exhortations  to  the  Indians  of  fidelity  toward  the 
English,  and  by  the  oft-repeated  cautions  agamst  the  arts 
and  designs  of  the  French.  Canassateego  replied  that  the 
Indians  had  always  considered  Assaragoa,'  and  the  gov- 
ernor of  Maiyland  as  their  friends ;  but  inasmuch  as  they 
had  met  to  adjust  disputes  about  land,  he  preferred  having 
that  business  setiiled  first,  after  which  they  oould  proceed 
^^to  confirm  the  Mendship  subsisting  between  them." 

The  Maryland  commissioners  opened  their  case  first 
They  were  surprised  when  they  heard  of  the  claun  of  the 
Biz  Kations  two  years  ago,  to  any  of  their  lands,  and  were 
displeased  at  the  threat  with  which  they  hadfu^companied 
their  complaint, — as  though  they  had  designed  to  terrify 
the  people  of  Maryland  into  a  compliance  with  their  de- 
mands. The  people  of  Maryland  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  lands  in  question  more  than  a  hundred  years^  with- 
out having  heiud  of  this  claim.  Ninety  years  ago  the 
Susqu^ianna  IndiaoB  had  by  treaty  relinquished  those 
lands.  Sixty  years  ago  the  Six  Nations  had  acknow- 
ledged, at  Albany,  that  they  had  given  up  their  lands  and 
submitted  themselves  to  the  king  of  England.  In  a  word, 
they  believed  the  Six  Nations  had  no  rightful  claim  what- 
ever to  the  territory  in  dispute.  "  They  had  now  laid 
-  -         ■  ■  y       ■        ■  ■ 

1  Witliaia  Manhe's  Joomal. 

*Tlie  name  wMcli  the  Indians  bad  oonftrred  upon  the  gorernor  of  "Vl^- 
ipbiia,  and  by  which  they  alwaye  addreesed  falm  or  his  repreeentatiTea. 
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QOAP.  their  bosoms  iMoe;''  and  yet  they  were  willing,  in  oidear 
v-^v^^to  remove  every  cause  of  eontention,  to  make  the  Six  ISbt 
l>^^  tions  a  valoAble  present  of  goods,  which  they  hadbionght 
along  ^^  in  a  chest,  with  the  key  in  their  podcet." 

Canassateego  r^lied>^  It  was  tnie  that  the  Indians,  in 
making  their  complaint  against  the  trespasses  upon  their 
lands  by  the  people  of  Maryland^  had  used  language  ^^  that 
looked  like  a  design  to  terrify  you/'  He  admitted  that 
they  had  done  so.  They  had  complained  in  regttHl  to 
trespasses  upcm  I2ieir  lands  about  seven  years  ago.  But  no 
notice  was  taken  of  their  complaint  ^  Two  years  i^, 
therefore,  they  resolved  to  use  such  language  as  would 
make  the  greatest  impreaslon  on  your  minds;  and  we  fii>d 
it  has  had  its  effect  You  will  soon  hi»re  understood  our 
expressions  in  their  true  senae.  We  h»i  no  evU  desigsy-^ 
no  desire  to  terrify  you,  but  to  put  you  on  doing  ihe  jns- 
lice  you  have  so  long  delayed."  Having  ihus  ejq^aineA 
the  intention  of  their  menace,  and  added  the  strong- 
est aasurauces  of  their  good  dispoaitieii  to)l»rd  the  oom- 
missioners,  the  chief  proceeded  to  discuss  the  nature  of 
their  claim,  and  its  hi0t(»*y,-^  commencing  in  true  Indftan 
B<yle,  with  the  first  planting  of  the  European  colomes  in 
America.  ^  When  you  mentioned  Ihe  affiur  of  the  land 
yesterday,  you  went  back  to  old  times.  You  told  us  you 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  proiriinee  of  Maryland  above 
o(ne  hundred  years ;  but  what  is  one  hundred  years,  in 
•comparison  of  the  length  of  time  since  our  claim  b^an  ? 
ninoe  we  came  out  of  this  ground  f  Long  beforo  one 
hundred  years  our  ancestors  came  out  of  this  veiy  ground, 
and  their  children  have  remadned  h^M  ever  since.  You 
came  out  of  the  ground  in  a  country  that  lies  beyond  the 

^For  some  aooonnt  of  this  Indian  coontelor,  and  an  inUreaiini^  anecdote 
0onoernmg  Mm,  see  Frond's  Pennsjlyuiia,  and  also  the  author's  history 
of  Wyoming.  Witham  Harshe  says  of  him :  **  He  was  a  taU,  well  made 
man ;  had  a  Tery  ftill  ehest,  and  brawny  limbs.  He  had  a  manly  counte- 
nance, mixed  with  a  good  natured  smile.  He  was  about  sixty  years  of 
a^e ;  Tery  Mtive,  strong,  and  had  a  surprising  llTelinesa  in  his  spaech, 
which X.QbsecYed.betwizthixEi,  Mr.  Wms.er,  and  some  of  the.sa^ema.*' 
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Beas.  There  you  may  h^ve  a  just  claim,  but  here  youa^. 
must  allow  us  to  be  your  elder  brethren.  It  is  true  that  wv^ 
above  one  hundred  yeaie  ago  the  Dutch  came  here  in  a  ^^^ 
Bhip,  and  brought  us  goods — such  as  awls,  hatchets, 
knives,,  gons,  and  other  things*  And  when  they  had 
taught  us  how  to  use  them,  and  saw  what  sort  of  people 
they  were,  we  liked  them  so  well  that  we  tied  their  ship 
to  tilie  budies  on  the  shore.  Afterward,  liking  them  still 
better  the  longer  they  staid  with  us,  and  thinking  Ihe 
bushes  too  slender,  we  removed  the  rope  and  tied  it  to  the 
trees ;  and  as  the  trees  were  likely  to  be  blown  down  by 
the  high  winds,  or  to  decay  of  themselves,  we,  from  the 
affection  we  bore  them,  again  removed  the  rope,  and  tied 
it  to  a  strong  and  big  rock.^  Not  content  with  this,  for 
its  further  security,  we  removed  the  rope  to  the  BigMcftm- 
Uan,  and  there  we  tied  it  very  fast,  and  rolled  wampum 
about  it;*  and,  to  make  it  stiU  more  secure,  we  stood 
upon  the  wampum  and  sat  down  upon  it  To  prevent 
any  hurt  coming  to  it,  we  did  our  best  endeavors  that  it 
might  remain  uninjured  forever."  During  all  this  time, 
he  maintained,  the  Dutch  never  disputed  their  title  to  the 
lan4,  but  purchased  by  league  and  covenant,  as  they 
needed.  Then  came  the  English,  who,  the  Indians  were 
told,  became  one  people  with  the  Dutch.    The  Bnglish 

>  Her«  tlie  intarpreler  aM  they  mM&t  ik»  OmMa  OASntiy.  tt^y  WiM 
odled  th$  PeopU  of  the  Book^  fttm  a  large  and  paoulUr  •ioo«  i&  Uiair 
oonnt^y  whichf  ^oortUag  to  their  tradition  was  voying  westward,  and  tbe 
nation  moved  with  that  stone,  or  rook.  Indeed  the  name,  Oneida,  signifies 
an  uprijfkt  atone,  py  some  of  the  Oneidas,  this  OiuUia  9Ume  was  regarded 
as  a  pniper  emblem,  er  representation  of  the  divinity  whem  they  worshiped* 
''This  stone,"  says  the  late  Bev.  Jeddediah  M<«se»  D.  ]>.,  in  one  of  his 
missionary  toors,  '*  we  saw.  It  is  of  a  rade»  unwrought  shape,  rather  in- 
clined to  oylindrical,  and  of  more  than  a  hondred  pounds  weight.  It  bears 
no  resemblance  to  any  of  the  stones  foond  In  that  oonntry.  From  whence 
H  was  broaght,  no  one  ean  ielL  The  tracUtion  is  that  it  ft^Uows  the  nation 
in  their  removals.  When  set  up  in  the  orotoh  of  a  tree,  the  people  wore 
Mfposed  iavineible.'' 

This  was  ao  alhision  to  tbe  Onondaga  eonnta7«^ihe  People  of  ttt  Big' 
18 
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CHAP,  governor  came  to  Albany,  wid  approving  mightily  of  the 
wv-"  friendship  between  the  Dutch  aaxd  Indiana,  wished  like- 
1744.  ^g^  ^  f^jpjj^  ^  league  with  the  Six  Nations.  "  Looking 
into  what  had  passed  between  us,  he  found  that  the  rope 
which  tied  the  ship  to  the  great  mountain,  was  only  fetst- 
ened  with  wampum,  which  was  liable  to  break  and  rot. 
He  therefore  told  us  he  would  give  us  a  silver  chain, 
which  would  be  much  stronger,  and  would  last  forever. 
This  we  accepted,  and  fastened  the  ship  with  it,  and  it  has 
lasted  ever  since."  Glancing  rapidly  over  the  history  of 
their  intercourse  with  the  English,  and  arguing  that  on 
the  whole  that  intercourse  had  been  of  no  advantage  to 
them,  the  arrival  of  William  Penn  was  thus. referred  to: 
"  Our  brother  Onas,  a  great  while  ago,  came  to  Albany, 
to  buy  the  Susquehanna  lands  of  us ;  but  our  brother  the 
governor  of  New  York,  who,  as  we  supposed,  had  not  a 
good  understanding  with  our  brother  Ona§,  advised  us  not 
to  sell  hinx  any  land,  for  he  would  naake  an  ill  use  of  it; 
and,  pretending  to  be  our  good  friend,  he  advised  us,  in 
order  to  prevent  Onas,  or  any  other  person's  imposing 
upon  us,  and  that  we  might  always  have  our  land  when 
we  should  want  it,  to  put  it  into  his  hands ;  and  told  us 
he  would  keep  it  for  our  use,  and  never  open  his  hands, 
but  keep  them  close  shut,  and  not  part  with  any  of  it,  but 
at  our  own  request.  Accordingly  we  trusted  him,  and 
charged  him  to  keep  the  land  safe  for  our  use.  But  some 
lime  after,  he  went  to  England,  and  carried  our  land  with 
him,  and  there  sold  it  to  our  brother  Onas  for  a  large  sum 
of  money ;  and  when  afterward,  we  were  minded  to  sell 
our  brother  Onas  some  of  our  lands,  he  told  us  that  we 
had  sold  them  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  already,  and 
that  he  had  bought  them  of  him  in  England !  But  when 
he  came  to  understand  how  the  governor  of  New  York 
had  deceived  us,  he  very  generously  paid  us  for  the  Sus- 
quehamla  lands  over  again." 

Notwithstanding  the  dishonesty  thus  practiced  upon 
them  by  New  York,  however,  the  orator  admitted  that  in 
their  wars  with  the  French,  they  had  received  such  assist- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lm  OF  8ia  WILLIAM  JCmifSON^  BART.  99 

ance  from  New  Yorik  as  had  enabled  them  "to  keep  npcaiR 
their  heads  against  their  attacks."  In  regard  to  the  im->«v^ 
mediate  question  as  to  the  lands  now  in  controversy,  the  ^^*^ 
orator  said  they  had  examined  the  titles  adduced  by  the 
commiseioners,  to  the  Susquehanna  lands,  and  admitted 
their  validiiy.  The  Oonestoga  or  Susquehanna  Indians  had 
sold  them  to  the  governor  of  Maryland  before  their  subju- 
gation by  the  Six  Nations,  and  therefore  they  had  a  right 
to  sell  them.  But  those  were  not  the  lands  in  dispute. 
The  Six  Nations  demanded  satisfiiction  fbr  no  part  of 
those  lands,  but  their  claim  was  firom  the  Oohongoron- 
tas  lands.^  Those,  they  were  sure,  had  not  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  people  of  Maryland  one  hundred  years, 
no,  nor  even  ten  years;  and  the  Six  Nations  had  de- 
manded satisfaction  so  soon  as  tiiey  were  apprised  that  the 
people  of  Maryland  had  settled  down  upon  them.  They 
had  never  been  sold ;  but  understtoding  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  provided  with  goods  to  pay  for  them,  they 
were  willing  to  treat  for  their  sale*  Canassateego  added, 
that  inasmuch  as  the  then  governors  of  Vii^nia,  Mary- 
land and  Pennsylvania  had  divided  the  lands  among  them^ 
the  Indians  could  not  tell  how  much  had  been  taken  by 
each,  nor  were  tiiey  concerned  on  that  account,  provided 
they  were  paid  by  tiie  parties  upon  the  principles  of  honor 
and  justice.* 

Next  in  order  the  discussion  was  resumed  by  Mr. 
Lee,  of  the  Virginia  commission,  who '  acknowledged 
that  seven  years  before,  Onas  had  written  to  Assaragoa 
in  behalf  oi  the  Six  Nations,  requesting  compensation 
for  certain  lands  claimed  by  them,  upon  which  they 
alleged  some  of  the  Virginians  had  taken  their  seats ; 
but  as  they  had  heard  that  the  Six  Nations  had  given  up 
their  limds  to  the  great  king  long  ago,  and  as  Virginia  had 
been  in  possession  one  hundred  and  sixty'  years,  Assara- 

1  CohongorontaB,  the  name  by  which  the  Potoxnae  was  cAllod  by  the  Six 
Hations. 

s]>r.  Colde&'s  aooount  of  the  treaty. 
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CH4F.  goa  liiought  there  mxknt  be  some  miBtake  in  the  matter. 
wy^He  had  therefore  requested  the  governor  of  New  York, 
^'^^  nearly  two  jears  ago,  to  make  some  inquiry  upon  the 
subject.  That  governor  sent  a  message  to  the  great  coun* 
cil-fire  at  Onondaga  more  than  a  year  ago,  to  which  the 
chiefs  answered,  '^  that  if  they  had  had  any  demands  or  pre- 
tensions upon  the  governor  of  Virginia,  they  would  have 
made  it  known  to  the  governor  of  New  York."  It  was 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  Six  Nations  had  no  claim  upon 
Vir^nia  Ibr  the  Cohongorontas  lands,  nor  for  any  other. 
Yet,  continued  the  commissicmers,  ^^  tell  us  what  nations 
of  Indians  you  conquered  lands  from  in  Virginia,  how  many 
since,  and  what  possessions  you  have  had ;  and  if  it  ap- 
pears that  there  are  any  lands  on  the  borders  of  Virginia 
to  which  you  have  a  right,  we  are  willing  to  make  you 
satis&ction. 

This  speech  was  pronounced  by  Canassateego  to  be 
very  good  and  agreeable;  and  after  the  usual  time  for 
oonsideration  witii  the  Indians  had  elapsed,  Tachanoontia 
replied.^  He  said  they  chdmed  the  lands  on  the  Susque- 
hanna and  on  the  Cohongorontas,  and  back  of  the  great 
mountains  by  the  right  of  ccmquest  —  ^<  a  right  too  dearly 
p)urc;hased,  and  which  cost  too  much  blood,  to  be  given  up 
without  any  reason  at  all,  as  you  say  we  did  at  Albany." 
He  denied,  explicitly,  the  answer  said  to  have  been  re* 
tamed  to  €k>vemcH'  Clarke's  message  from  Albany  the 
year  before.  No  such  answer  had  been  ^ven  either  by 
the  chieft,  or  by  anybody  else.  If  tbey  held  the  £»ct  to 
be  othwwise,  he  demanded  the  letter.  He  next  proceeded 

^  Taelutt<Hiiilla  waa  aa  O&ondafft  saohem  and  warrior.  "  He  was  a  tall, 
UUn  man ;  old,  and  not  so  well  featured  as  Canassateego,  but  about  the 
same  age.  He  is  one  of  the  greatest  warriors  that  erer  the  Six  l^ations 
produeed,  and  has  been  a  great  war-captain  for  many  years  past  TUb 
eldrf  was  i^o  called  The  Black  Prince,  beoanse,  as  I  was  informed,  he 
was  aitliar  the  son  of  an  Indisn  woman  by  a  negro,  or  of  an  Indian  chief 
bjaaagTMS;  but  by  which  of  the  two  I  could  not  be  well  assured.  The 
gOTcmor  of  Canada  will  not  treat  with  any  of  the  Six  Nation,  unless 
**  anoontia  is  personally  present,  he  haying  a  great  sway  in  all  the 
cottnoils."— m^Aam  Matthe. 
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to  enttmerate  five  several  nations  of  Indians  in  Virginia  o^. 
whom  Hie  Six  NationB  had  conqaeTed,  ^'  and  who  feel  tiie  w,^^ 
eflfects  of  onr  conqaests,  being  now  a  part  of  oar  nations  ^'^^ 
and  their  lands  at  our  disposal.    However,  the  dbdef  was 
not  disposed  to  prolong  the  discussion  cpncendng  the 
lands,  as,  nnderstandingthat  commissioners  were  provided 
with  goods,  he  thought  that  question  could  be  eaaly 
ac^asted. 

Before  dosing  his  speech,  however,  Tachanoontia  re* 
ferred,  for  the  purpose  apparently  of  making  an  expla- 
nation, to  the  sidrmish  that  had  tsken  place  in  the  back 
part  of  Virginia,  in  December,  1742,  between  a  party  of 
the  Six  Nations'  warriore  and  a  detachment  of  Vir^nia 
militia,  under  Captains  M'Dowell  and  Buehanaai  the  par^ 
ticulars  of  which  have  been  already  stated*  This  affinr,  he 
asserted,  had  been  occasioned  sotoly  by  the  aggressions 
of  Virginia.  Twenty  years  ago,  at  the  treaty  held  by 
Governor  Spotteswood  in  Albany,  the  Six  Nations  had 
agreed  to  remove  their  road  to  die  middle  of  the  ndge  of 
the  great  mountains.  But  the  Viiginians,  oontraiy  to 
the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  had  settied  on  that  road ; 
and  this  was  the  caase  of  the  afficay.  The  Six  Nations 
then  removed  their  road  again  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains; '<  but  it  was  not  long  before  your  people  came  like 
a  flock  of  birds,  and  sat  down  on  both  sides  of  it"  They 
could  not  remove  their  road  any  farther  back,  and  this 
matter,  said  the  chie^  must  be  settled  before  we  can 
make  any  grant  of  land«  ^^  The  Virginia  people  must  be 
obliged  to  remove  farther  easterly,  or,  if  they  stay,  our 
warriors  must  share  what  they  plant" 

The  proceedings  were  interlocutory,  the  Maryland  com- 
nussioners  interposixig  at  this  stage  of  them,  and  after  a 
speech  denying,  peremptorily,  the  claim  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, yet,  for  the  purpose  of  harmony, — that  they  might 
all  be  of  one  heart, —  offering  to  pay  for  a  title  to  the 
lands  in  dispute  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  in 
goods. 

The  Virginia  commissioners  thereupon  renewed  the 
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cHAF.  diflcusaion,-— msistrng  that  "the  king  held  the  miire  ter- 
w^ritoiy  of  VirgfaiiA  by  right  of  conqneBt^  to  Ihe  westward 
'^^-  as  far  as  the  great  eea."  Even  if  the  Six  Nd>tionB  had 
coBquered  any  Indiana  beyond  the  great  mountains,  they 
yet  had  never  poaeegBed  any  lands  there.  When  the  Eng- 
lish came  those  lands  were  deserted.  But  odde  firom  this 
fact,  the  Indians  were  reminded  once  more  of  their  re^ 
linqtdshment  of  their  lands  to  the  great  king  £jRy-eight 
years  before,  in  a  treaty  with  the  governor  of  Hew  York,  at 
Albany.  Lord  Howard,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  being 
also  there.  They  had  then  not  only  given  up  their  lands 
to  the  king  for  his  protection,  but  declared  themselves 
his  subjects.^  In  respect  to  thd  affiur  between  Captain 
M'Dowell  and  a  paaiy  of  their  wacric^e,  the  oommission-' 
^*B  maintained  that  ^e  Indians  had  not  kept  their  agree- 
ment with  Governor  Spotteswood,  not  to  pass  or  repass 
within  certain  boundaries  without  written  passports,  either 
from  the  governor  of  New  York  or  of  Virginiat  "  What 
right  can  you  have  to  lands  that  you  have  no  right  to  walk 
upon,  but  upon  certain  conditions  7  JSot  would  there  have 
been  any  collision,  had  the  Biz  Nations  kept  the  peace 
with  the  southern  Indians,  which  had  been  confirmed  at 
Albany  witii  Governor  Olarke.  It  was  owi^^  to  the 
war  they  were  continuing  against  the  Catawbas,  that  the 
skarxmsh  had  taken  place*  Yet^  s^r  all,  they,  .the  com* 
missicmers^  were  willing  to  a^ust  the  difficulty  upon  the 
basis  of  Governor  gpotteswood's  treaty,  and  fiirthennore 
to  pay  any  reasonable  demand  which  the  Six  Nations  sup- 

^  This  was  in  ike  jesr  1687.  The  following  passage  from  the  speech  of 
the  Six  Nations  on  that  occasion,  was  cited  by  the  Virginia  conunissioners : 
«<  Brethren,  you  tell  us  the  king  of  England  is  a  very  great  king,  and  why 
should  you  not  join  with  us  in  any  just  cause,  wkers  the  French  join  with 
our  enemies  in  a  yevy  unjust  cause?  0  brethxen,  we  see  the  reason  of  this ; 
for  the  French  would  fain  kill  us  all,  and  when  that  is  done,  they  would 
carry  all  the  bearer  trade  to  Canada,  and  the  great  king  of  England  would 
lose  the  land  likewise ;  and  therefore,  0  great  sachem,  beyond  the  great 
lakes,  awake,  and  suffer  not  those  poor  Indians,  that  have  giyen  thems^lTes 
and  their  lands  under  your  protection,  to  be  destroyed  by  the  French 
without  A  cause." 
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poeed  themselves  to  liave  for  the  territoiy  they  claimed,  crap. 
althodghy  as  they  had  been  informed,  the  southern  Indians  w^^ 
were  claiming  the  same  lands*  i^*^ 

It  is  qnite  probable  that  in  ail  these  discussions,  there 
was  duplicity  on  both  sides.  The  Indians  saw  that  their 
.own  importance  was  magnified  by  the  condition  of  the 
country;  while  the  commissioners,  for  the  same  cause, 
were  prepared  to  accede,  to  a  considerable  extent,  even 
to  groundless  claims,  rather  than  give  such  umbrage  to 
the  IndiEans  as  might  by  any  possibility  drive  them  over  to 
Ihe  French. 

The  Virginians  were  answered  by  a  Cayuga  chief  named 
Gktdif  adodow — a  name  which  ttj^ars  in  this  negotiation 
only,  so  &r  as  I  am  acquainted  with  Indian  history.  Ad- 
dressing "Brother  Assaragoa" — "The  world,"  said  he, 
at  the  first)  was  made  on  the  oth^  side  of  the  great  water, 
very  different  from  what  it  was  on  this  side,  as  may  be 
known  fi^m  the  different  colors  of  our  skin  and  our  flesh; 
and  that  which  you  call  justice,  may  not  be  so  among  us. 
The  great  king  might  send  you  ov^  to  conquer  the  In- 
dians, but  it  looks  to  us  that  God  did  not  approve  of  it. 
If  He  had.  He  would  not  have  placed  the  great  sea  be- 
tween us  where  it  is.  Though  great  things  are  remem- 
bered among  us,  yet  we  don't  remember  that  we  were 
ever  conquered  by  the  great  king,  or  tiixat  we  have  been 
employed  by  that  kiog  to  conquer  others.  If  it  was  so, 
it  is  beyond  our  memories.  We  do  remember  we  were 
employed  by  Maryland  to  conquer  the  Conestogas,  and  the 
second  time  we  were  at  war  with  them,  he  carried  them  all 
off."  Gtachradodow  next  proceeded  to  explain  their  conduct 
respeetlag  tiie  CiGitawbas.  They  had,  it  was  true,  at  Al- 
bany, when  their  brother  Assaragoa  sent  them  some  belts 
of  wampum  from  the  Cherokees  and  Oalawbas,  agreed  to  a 
peace  with  those  nations,  on  the  condition  that  they 
should  send  some  of  their  great  men  "  to  confirm:  it  fiK^e 
to  face."  The  Cherokees  came,  and  after  the  peace  was 
confirmed,  the  Six  Kations  escorted  them  back  to  their 
own  country  in  safely.     But  the  Catawbas  refused  to 
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CHAT,  come^  and  sent  a  taonthig  message.  ^^  They  sent  word 
w^^that  we  were  but  women ;  that  they  were  men, — double 
1744.  men, — and  that  they  would  be  always  at  war  with  us.  They 
have  been  treacherous,  and  know  it ;  so  that  the  war  must 
be  continued  till  one  of  us  is  destroyed.  Be  not  troubled 
at  what  we  do  to  the  Catawbas."  The  orator  proceeded 
to  touch  upon  other  points  in  the  speech  of  the  Virginia 
commissioners, — but  intimated  that  if  the  goods  they  had 
brought  were  sufficie^^t  in  quantity  and  value,  their  diffi- 
culties might  be  adjusted.  '^  Ton  told  us  that  you  1^  a 
chest  of  goods,  and  the  key  in  your  pocket.  But  we 
have  never  seen  the  chest,  or  the  goods.  It  may  be  small, 
and  the  goods  few.  We  want  to  see  them,  and  come  to 
some  conclusion.  We  have  been  sleeping  here  these  ten 
days,  and  have  done  nothing  to  the  purpose." 

The  public  discussions  of  the  land  questions,  of  which 
I  have  barely  attempted  to  sketch  the  leading  features^ 
ceased  at  this  point.  It  had  been  all  along  evident  that 
the  Indians  were  willing  to  grant  whatever  Maryland  and 
Virginia  desired ;  while,  as  has  been  seen,  both  of  those 
colonies,  Trtiile  in  terms  denying  the  Indians  any  rights  in 
the  premises,  were  from  poUcy  disposed  to  buy  them  off 
at  reasonable  sums.  The  commissioners  having  prepared 
maps  of  the  districts,  the  Indian  title  to  which  they  were 
now  finally  to  extinguish,  and  the  Indians  having  assented 
thereto,  the  goods  to  be  given  in  consideration  were 
brought  for  the  examination  of  the  purchasers.  By  a 
previous  stipulation  with  Mr.  Thomas,  Viigilda  was  to  pay 
one  hundred  pounds  value  in  goods,  to  heal  the  border 
skirmish  in  which  Captain  M'Dowell  fell.  To  this  amount 
was  now  added  two  hundred  pounds  in  goods,  and  one 
hundred  in  gold.  The  commissioners  of  Maryland,  also^ 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  disputed  land  already  in  their 
possession,  proposed  a  payment  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  poxmds,  and  a  like  addition  of  one  hundred 
pounds  in  gold.  The  negotiation  was  thus  closed,  and 
the  deeds  executed.  The  lands  in  Maryland  were  '^  oon^ 
firmed  to  Lord  Baltimore  with  definite  limits.    The  deed 
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to  Vir^nia  extended  the  claim  of  that  colony  indefinitely  chap. 
to  the  west  and  noTthweat"  ^  Bntin  executing  this  lastw^^ 
conveyance,  the  Indians  stipulated  that  their  case  should  ^^^ 
be  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  king, 
should  their  brother  Assaragoa  push  his  settlements  yet 
farther  back  beyond  the  line  of  their  .^^  great  road  "^-  the 
right  to  which  road  was  again  confirmed.  But  vain  were 
all  these  stipulations  to  save  the  red  man  from  his  doom ! 
These  matters  having  thus  been  a^usted  to  the  satis&c*- 
tion  of  the  parties,  it  was  determined  by  the  Maryland 
commissioners  to  give  the  chiefs  by  special  invitation,  a 
grand  entertainment, —  at  which,  of  course  all  the  dis- 
tinguished gentlem^i  in  attendance  upon  ihe  council  were 
guests.  Twenty-four  Indian  dignitaries  attended  the  feast, 
which  was  served  with  uncommon  preparation  and  cere- 
mony, in  the  court-house,  Governor  Thomas  presiding. 
Five  tables  were  spread,  the  sachems  being  seated  by 
themselves,  with  Canassateego  at  their  head.  ^^  The  chiefs 
seemed  prodigiously  pleased  with  their  feast,  for  they  fed 
lustily  and  drank  heartily,"  says  honest  Witham  Marshe. 
After  dinner,  being  warmed  into  a  glow  of  good  feeling,  the 
Indians,  through  the  interpreter,  informed  Governor  Tho- 
mas, that  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  proprietary  and  governor 
of  Maryland  was  not  known  to  the  Indians  by  any  particular 
name,  they  had  agreed  in  coundl  to  take  the  fijrst  conve- 
nient^pportunity  when  a  large  company  should  be  present, 
to  confer  one  upon  him.  Such  a  transaction  being  with 
them  a  matter  of  great  form  and  ceremony,  the  deputies 
of  the  several  nations  had  drawn  lots  for  the  honor  of  per- 
forming it,  and  the  lot  had  fallen  upon  the  Oayugas,  who 
had  designated  their  chief  Gachradodow  for  that  purpose. 
The  name  with  which  the  lord  baron  of  Baltimore  was 
then  honored  was  Tooabbt-ho0ON,  ^^  denoting  precedency, 
excellency,  or  living  in  the  middle,  or  honorable  place  be- 
tween Assaragoa  and  our  brother  Onas,  by  whom  our 
treaties  may  be  the  better  carried  on."    The  ceremony 
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ofi^*wa8  performed  "with  all  the  dignity  of  a  warrior,  the 
Wyw  gesture  of  an  orator,  and  in  a  very  graeefol  poBtore."  ^ 
1744.  AH  the  differences  between  the  Indians  and  their  broth- 
ers Tocarry-hogon  and  Assaragoa  having  thus  been  adjust- 
ed, and  some  explanations  having  been  interchanged  be- 
tween Onas  and  the  chie&,  respecting  the  murder  by  a 
party  of  Delawares,  of  an  Indian  trader,  named  John 
Armstrong,  and  two  of  his  men,  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  murder  of  several  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  by  white 
men ;  and  the  lieutenant-governor  having  congratulated 
the  council  upon  the  happy  issue  of  their  deliberations, 
the  next  business  in  hand  was  to  sound  the  chie&  on  the 
yet  more  important  subject  of  the  French  war.  Behears- 
ing,  as  Governor  CUnton  had  done  at  Albany,  the  story  of 
tiie  battle  of  Bettingen,  for  the  purpoee  of  magnifying  the 
personal  prowess  of  the  king,  and^the  sea-fight  of  Toulon, 
and  announcing  the  declarations  of  war  that  had  followed 
those  ti-ansactionB,  Mr.  Thomae  reminded  them  of  their 
obligations  by  treaty  to  as^st  their  brethren  of  Pennsylva- 
nia against  ihe  French,  and  especially  to  prevent  them 
from  passing  through  their  country  to  make  war  upon  the 
English. 

A  conciliatory  speech  was  then  delivered  by  the  Vir- 
ginia commissioners,  in  which  they  were  urged  by  aU 
means  to  make  peace  with  tie  Oatawbas,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  their  common 
enemies,  the  French  and  Spaniards.  They  closed  by  in- 
viting them  to  send  some  of  their  promising  youths  to 

1  Wifcham  Marshe,— wKo  adds  —  '*  This  Gaohndodow  ia  a  very  celebrated 
warrior,  and  one  of  the  Cayuga  ohiefs,  about  forty  years  of  age,  tall, 
Btraight-limbed,  and  a  graceful  person,  but  not  so  fat  as  Oanassateego. 
His  action,  when  he  spoke,  was  certainly  the  most  gr&oeful,  as  well  as 
bold,  that  any  person  erer  saw ;  without  the  buffoonery  of  the  JPreneh,  or 
the  OTar-Bolemn  deportment  of  the  haughty  Spaniards.  When  he  made  the 
oomplimentsry  speech  on  the  occasion  of  giving  the  new  name  to  Lord  Balti- 
more, he  was  complimented  by  the  goyernor  (Thomas),  who  said,  <  that  he 
would  have  made  a  good  figure  in  the  forum  of  old  Rome.'  And  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Jennings  declared,  <  that  he  had  never  seen  so  just  an  action  in 
any  of  the  most  oelebrated  orators  he  had  heard  ^eak.'  "•—  WUk&m  Manke. 
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Virginia^  to  be  instmcted  in  the  reUgion,  la&goage  and  crap. 
ctifitoms  of  the  white  people.  w,,^ 

The  chiefe  required  a  day  for  spedal  reflection,  before  ^^*** 
replying  to  these  addressee.  Meantime,  said  Canassatee- 
go,  archly,  "  You  tell  us  yon  beat  the  French.  K  so,  you 
must  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  rum  firom  them,  and  can 
the  better  spare  us  some  of  that  liquor  to  make  us  rejoice 
with  you  in  the  victory !" 

On  the  next  day  Canassateego  delivered  a  formal  reply 
to  each  of  their  addresses  in  order.  He  admitted  that 
their  people  were  bound  by  the  &ith  of  treaties  to  take 
part  in  the  French  war.  "  We  have  all  the  particulars  of 
these  treaties  in  our  hearts.  They  are  fresh  in  our  mem- 
ory. We  shall  never  forget  that  we  have  but  one  heart, 
one  head,  one  eye,  one  ear,  and  one  hand.  We  shall  have 
all  your  country  under  our  eye,  and  take  all  the  care  we 
can  to  prevent  any  enemy  coming  into  it."  As  an  evi- 
dence at  once  of  their  fidelity  and  precaution,  he  said  they 
had  sent  a  message  to  Younondio,  informing  him  that 
"there  was  room  enough  at  sea  to  fight,  where  he  might 
do  what  he  pleased ;  but  he  should  not  come  through  our 
country  to  fight  the  English."  The  Six  Nations,  he  added, 
had  great  authority  over  sundry  tribes  of  Indians  in  alli- 
ance with  the  French,  especially  over  "  the  praying  In- 
dians, formerly  part  with  ourselves,  who  stand  in  the  very 
gates  of  the  French;  and  to  show  our  care,  we  have  en- 
gaged these  very  Indians  for  you.  They  will  not  join  the 
French  against  you."  ^ 

In  reply,  specially,  to  his  ^^  Brother  Assaragoa,"  Canas* 
sateego  said,  referring  to  their  war  against  the  Oatawbas, 
"they  are  spiteful  and  offensive."  Yet,  although  "they 
have  treated  us  contemptuously,"  the  Six  Nations  were 
willing  to  make  peace  with  them,  if  they  would  come  to 

^  T]i«M  **  pvayi&g  IndUffiSy"  war«  the  Cattghn^wagaiy  residinf  near  Mont* 
ml. 
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«AP-  the  north  and  treat  for  it.  In  reply  to  the  invitation  to 
wy-^  send  some  of  their  children  to  Virginia  to  be  educated,  he 
1744.  replied ;  «  Brother  Assaragoa,  we  must  let  you  know  that 
we  love  our  children  too  well  to  send  them  so  great  a  way. 
The  Indians  are  not  inclined  to  give  their  children  educa^ 
tion.  We  allow  it  to  be  good.  We  thank  you  for  the 
invitation;  but  our  customs  being  different  from  yours, 
you  must  excuse  us."^  When  acknowledging  the  gifts 
they  had  received  from  the  proprietaries,  the  veteran  ora- 
tor was  evidently  affected  in  the  contemplation  of  their  own 
poverty,  and  the  gloomy  anticipations  as  to  the  &.te  of  his 
race  which  he  was  too  sagacious  a  man  not  to  foresee : 
^^  We  have  provided  a  small  present  for  you ;  but^  alas  I 
we  are  poor,  and  shall  ever  remwi  so,  as  long  as  there  are 
so  many  Indian  traders  amongst  us.  Their's  and  the  white 
people's  cattle  eat  up  all  the  grass,  and  make  deer  scarce. 
However,  we  have  provided  a  small  present  for  you." 
Saying  which  he  presented  three  bundles  of  skins,  one  for 
each  of  the  colonies  represented  in  council. 

Toward  the  conclusion  of  the  council,  while  the  several 
parties  to  it  were  engaged  drinking  healths,  and  exchang- 

1  Doctor  Franklin,  in  his  nusceUaneons  works,  has  giren  a  more  extended 
report  of  Canassateego^s  reply  to  the  inntation.  In  addition  to  this  re- 
mark which  I  haT«  quoted  from  Oolden's  official  account  of  the  treaty, 
Franklin  reports  Canassateego  to  hare  continved  his  speech  thus :  <<  We 
hate  had  some  experience  in  this  sending  of  oor  children  to  yoor  schools. 
Sereral  of  oor  young  people  were  formerly  brought  up  at  the  colleges  of 
the  northern  proTinoes ;  they  were  instructed  in  aU  your  sciences ;  but 
when  they  came  back  to  us,  they  were  bad  runners ;  ignorant  of  erery 
means  of  Hying  in  the  woods ;  unable  to  bear  either  cold  or  hunger;  knew 
neither  how  to  build  a  cabin,  take  a  deer,  or  kiU  an  enemy ;  spoke  our 
language  imperfeotly ;  were  therefore  neither  fit  for  hunters,  warriors,  or 
counselors ;  they  were  totaUy  good  for  nothing.  We  are  howeyer,  not  the 
less  obliged  by  your  kind  ofifer  though  we  decline  accepting  it,  and  to  show 
our  gratefdl  sense  of  it,  if  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  wiU  send  us  a  doien 
of  their  sons,  we  wiU  take  care  of  their  education,  instruct  them  in  aU  we 
know  and  make  mm  of  them."  This  addition  to  the  sachem's  real  speech, 
was  doubUeif  one  of  Franklin's  pleasantries. 
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ing  porting  compliments,  Oanassateego  playftilly  remarked  oiup. 
to  Mr.  Thomas,  that  they  had  given  them  French  glasses  ^-v^ 
to  drink  their  liquor  in.  "  We  desire  you  to  pve  us  some 
in  English  glasses."  The  governor  saw  the  point  at  which 
the  shrewd  savage  was  arriving, — the  English  glasses  be- 
ing the  largest, — and  improved  the  occasion  hy  the  ready 
reply:  "Yes.  We  are  glad  to  hear  you  have  such  a  dis- 
like to  what  is  French.  They  cheat  you  in  your  glasses 
as  well  as  in  everything  else.'* 
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CHAPTER    III. 

1744—1746. 

cfAP.  Thb  repose  wliich  the  colonies  had  so  long  ei^oyed 
w^w  under  the  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, —  owing, 
1744.  probably;  not  more  to  the  policy  of  that  minister  than  to 
the  pacific  temper  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, — the  regent  of 
France  during  the  minority  of  Louis  XV,^ — was  of  course 
ended  by  the  receipt  of  the  declaration  of  war  against 
France,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  chapter.  Indeed  the 
news  of  this  declaration  had  not  reached  Kew  England, 
before  Duquesnel,  the  French  governor  of  Cape  Breton, 
resolving  upon  the  destruction  of  the  English  fisheiy  on 
the  north-eastern  coast  of  Kova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  as  it 
was  called  by  the  French,  invaded  the  island  Canseau, 
burnt  the  houses,  and  made  prisoners  both  of  the  garrison 
and  the  inhabitants.'  Attempts  were  likewise  made  by 
the  French  upon  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland,  and  upon 
Annapolis  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  both  of  which  enterprises 
they  were  unsuccessful, —  owing  to  a  miscarriage  of  the 
plan  in  one  instance,  and  to  the  timely  arrival  of  several 
companies  of  militia  and  rangers  from  Massachusetts,  in 
the  other.' 

The  flames  of  war  having  thus  been  lighted  in  the 
north,  it  required  no  special  gift  of  prophecy  to  perceive 
that  they  would  soon  blaze  along  the  whole  lines  of  the 
English  and  French  colonies,  frcan  Cape  Breton  to  the 

*  ManhaU's  Introduotioii. 
sBeUmap. 

*  Idem.    See  alflo  Marshftll. 
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trading  poste  of  Detroit  and  Michilimacldnao,  or  Macki-  celup. 
naw,  according  to  the  orthography  of  later  times.  Whatw^— * 
r^idered  the  pending  war  yet  more  frightful  to  the  inhab-  ^^^' 
itantB  of  both  of  these  extended  chains  of  rival  colonies, 
was  the  &ct  that  a  broad  belt  of  territory  between  them, 
was  peopled  exclnsively  by  the  Indians,— *  ever  ready  to 
snuff  blood  in  the  breeze, — and  generally  disposed  to  rash 
forth  upon  the  war-path  at  eveiy  opportunity.  In  fact  the 
MicmacB,  the  Abenakdes  and  Etchmims,  or  the  canoe-men 
of  St.  John's  river,  with  perhaps  the  remains  of  other  and 
lesser  tribes  of  the  eastern  Indians^  whose  partialities  in- 
dined  ever  toward  the  French,  had  abready  taken  pajrt 
with  them  in  their  expedition  agunst  Annapolis.  These 
Indians,  twenty  years  before,  had  been  declared  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Mafwachosetts  government,  to  be  traitors  and 
robbers  ;^  and  a  f<mnal  declaratUm  of  war  was  now  pro- 
claimed against  them,  by  that  colony,  with  a  bounty  for 
scalps  and  pris<mers.' 

The  declaration  of  hostilities  was  announced  to  the 
general  assembly  of  New  York,  by  Governor  Clinton,  at 
an  adjourned  session  opening  on  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
as  a  measure  that  had  become  indi/^ensable  to  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  not  only  because  of  the  attack 
upon  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  but  above  all  because  of  the 
movements  of  France  in  behalf  of  the  pretender.  Immedi- 
ate and  strong  measures  were  urged  for  the  security  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  for  the  general  defence  of  the  colony, 
especially  of  the  frontiers.  Measures,  it  was  intimated,  had 
already  been  taken  for  strengthening  the  posts  of  Oswego 
and  Saratoga.  In  speaking  of  his  interview  with  the  In- 
dians at  Albany,  it  was  stated  that  commissioners  from 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  also  present,  the  ob- 
ject of  whose  visit  was  to  aid  in  cultivating  a  more  firm 

1  Bancroft. 
sB«lks»p. 
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cBAP.aDdexteDfiive  alliance  wiHi  tbat  people.  Their  mission 
v.v-'Was  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  parties.  They  were 
^^^*  moreover  clothed  with  full  powers  to  enter  into  a  strict 
union  with  !Nfew  York  and  the  other  English  colonies,  for 
the  purpose  of  devising  and  executing  proper  measures 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  offensively  and  defensively. 
Power  was  asked  to  enable  the  governor  to  appoint  like 
commissioners  to  confer  with  them.  The  fitting  out  of 
privateers  for  the  protection  of  the  coast  was  also  recom- 
mended, — not  forgetting  the  supplies  and  tiie  adoption  of 
all  such  measures  as  would  enable  his  ezcellen<7  to  sup- 
port the  power  and  dignity  of  the  goveimnent,  and  pursue 
every  method  for  its  safely. 

The  speech  wba  followed,  on  the  twenty^-fourth  <^  July, 
with  a  special  message  setting  forth  the  measures  that  had 
been  taken  by  the  executive  for  the  security  both  of  the 
city  and  the  frontiers;  and  making  requisitions  for  all 
such  farther  measures  as  were  judged  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic defence.  For  the  protection  of  Albany  and  the  scat^ 
tered  settlements  north  of  it,  the  governor  strongly  urged 
the  erection  of  a  strong  fort  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grown 
Point.  As  such  a  work  would  be  calculated  as  well  to 
guard  the  frontiers  of  the  New  England  colonies  as  those 
of  New  York,  it  was  suggested  that  it  should  be  con- 
structed at  the  joint  expense  of  all.  Some  farther  mea- 
sures of  defence  had  been  adopted  at  Oswego ;  and  it  was 
recommended  with  great  propriety  that  a  strong  fort 
should  be  built  at  Tierondequot,  or  at  some  other  suitable 
point  in  the  Seneca  country, —  as  well  for  the  defence  of 
that  country  against  invasion,  as  by  means  of  a  strong 
garrison,  to  check  the  wavering  propensities  of  the  Sene- 
cas, — the  strongest  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  most 
easily  tampered  with  by  the  French.  Yet  another  mes- 
sage of  a  similar  character,  was  sent  down  to  the  assembly 
on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  reconmiending  the  erection  of 
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various  works  of  defence  for  the  harbor  of  Kew  York;  chap. 
announcing  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  rangers  from  ^y.^ 
the  militia  of  Albany,  to  include  a  number  of  Indians,  ^^^" 
whose  business  it  should  be  to  traverse  the  country  north 
to  Canada,  as  perpetual  scouts.    The  sending  of  troops  to 
be  stationed  at  Albany,  was  ali^  recommended. 

The  precipitate  and  cowardly  retreat  of  the  English 
traders  from  Oswego,  immediately  on  hearing  of  the  de* 
olaration  of  war,  elicited  still  another  executive  community 
cation  on  the  twentieth  of  August.  This  desertion  of  the 
trading  houses  had  created  a  very  unfavorable  impressioA 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  pai*ticularly  the  remote 
nations,  who,  on  coming  thither  to  trade,  had  found  the 
place  really  deserted,  and  the  goods  mostly  brought  away^ 
The  assembly  were  therefore  earnestly  urged  to  adopt  the 
necessary  measures  for  maintaining  that  important  post, 
as  a  conamanding  mart  for  trade  with  the  Indians,  upon  a 
more  ample  and  efficient  basis  than  had  eidsted  before. 
Disadvantages,  other  than  such  as  might  arise  from  a  loss 
of  trade,  were  apprehended  by  the  governor.  The  Indians, 
inspired  with  contempt  for  the  courage  of  men  frightened, 
as  it  were,  by  a  shadow,  with  the  fall  of  Oswego,  would 
be  very  likely  to  desert  the  English  interests  for  the 
French. 

The  spirit  of  the  general  assembly  was  good.  Resolu- 
tions were  promptly  passed  by  the  house,  nemine  contradi- 
eente,  pledging  the  ways  and  means  for  putting  the  colony 
in  a  suitable  posture  of  defence  by  sea  and  land.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  demonstration  made  in  Scotland  "in  fevor 
of  a  Popish  pretender,"  a  resolution  was  adopted  requir- 
ing all  persons  in  the  colony  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  act  of  parliament  for  the  security  of  the  government 
and  the  Protestant  religion.  Bills  making  liberal  appro- 
priations,—  liberal  considering  the  means  of  the  colony, — 
for  the  public  exigencies  were  initiated  and  in  progress, 
when  on  the  fourth  of  September,  another  message  was 
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CHAP,  received  from  the  governor,  calculated  yet  more  rapidly 
wy— 'to  accelerate  their  action.  It  covered  a  communication 
'  from  the  commissioners  of  Indian  a&irs  of  an  alarming 
character.  Information  had  been  received  by  a  secret 
messenger  from  Canada,  that,  contrary  to  the  declarations 
of  Canafisateego,  at  Lancaster,  as  to  the  temper  and  de- 
signs of  the  Caughnawagas,  they,  with  the  other  Canadian 
Indians,  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  against  the  English,  and 
the  fall  of  Oswego  was  considered  inevitable,  unless  its 
feeble  garrison  could  be  reinforced.'  Information  respect- 
ing the  designs  of  the  French  upon  that  post,  had  also 
been  received  by  the  Six  Nations. 

This  communication  was  considered  so  important  that 
at  the  instance  of  Doctor  Colden  and  Mr.  Murray,  of  the 
council,  a  conference  was  held  between  the  two  houses  in 
order  to  insure  prompt  and  efficient  action  for -the  public 
welfare.  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  opened  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  conference,  and  after  an  interchange  of  opin- 
ions it  was  xietermined  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  the 
addition  of  fifty  men  to  the  garrison  of  Oswego,  and  also 
for  orders  to  the  militia  of  Albany  to  hold  themselves  in 
instant  readiness  to  march  to  the  defence  of  that  post  in 
the  event  of  an  invasion.  A  joint  address  in  accordance 
with  these  recommendations  was  made  to  the  governor, 
in  which  the  assembly  pledged  itself  "  cheerfully  to  con- 
tribute everything  in  its  power  for  the  defence  and  safety 

1  The  oommiasionen  at  that  time,  signrng  this  communioatioD,  were 
Messrs.  Myndert  Sohnyler,  Abraham  Cuyler,  Cornelius  Cnyler,  Dirok  Ten 
Broeck,  Nicholas  Bleecker,  Johannis  Lansing,  and  John  Depeyster.  Among 
other  matters  detailed  in  the  letter,  was  an  account  of  their  proceedings 
under  an  order  from  the  goTemor  to  send  Captain  Walter  Butler,  with  his 
son  as  an  interpreter,  upon  a  confidential  errand  to  Oswego.  The  gOTcmor 
had  enjoined  perfect  secrecy  as  to  this  mission ;  but  the  commissioners 
state  that  the  fact  was  known  in  Albany  before  they  had  opened  his  excel- 
lency's dispatches.  An  admirable  commentary  this,  upon  the  manner  U^ 
which  secrets  are  usually  kept,  in  all  times,  in  peace  as  in  war. 
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of  the  colony,    and   for   repelling  any  attempt  of  the  caip. 
enemy."  ^-v—' 

Difficulties  were  experienced  in  regard  to  the  ways  and  * 
means,  arising  chiefly  from  the  reluctance  of  the  popular 
branch,  no  uncommon  thing  in  representative  govern- 
ments, to  meet  the  question  of  direct  taxation.  Yet  the 
liberality  of  their  appropriations  attested  the  general  pa- 
triotism of  the  members.  Special  allowances  were  voted 
for  the  defences  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  the 
round  sum  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  was 
granted  in  addition  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  at  large. 
Provision  was  likewise  made  for  the  support  of  the  pris- 
oners who  had  been  brought  into  New  York,  pursuant  to 
a  suggestion  of  the  governor,— who  was  commended  in 
an  address  for  his  clemency,  and  requested  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  the  presence  of  those  prisoners,  and  others 
that  might  be  brought  in,  with  all  convenient  dispatch. 

Thus  ^r  in  the  session,  no  action  had  taken  place  in  the  ^ 
house  in  regard  to  the  propositions  from  the  Kew  England 
colonies  for  effecting  a  general  alliance  among  the  Indians 
Mendly  to  the  English,  and  also  for  a  closer  bond  of  union 
between  the  colonies,  in  order  to  the  more  efficient  con- 
duct of  the  war.  Upon  these  points  Governor  Shirley  was 
pardeularly  anxious ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  September 
Mr.  Clinton  sent  a  massage  to  the  assembly,  covering 
an  urgent  letter  from  Shirley,  and  expressing  surprise 
that  the  assembly  had  done  nothing  hitherto  to  enable 
him  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  those  in  attend- 
ance from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  confer 
together  in  a  matter  that  must  redound  so  much  to  the 
benefit  of  the  colony.  Instead,  however,  of  complying 
with  this  request,  the  house  sent  up  to  the  governor  an 
address,  reminding  his  excellency  of  the  liberality  of  their 
appropriations, —  ample,  as  they  conceived,  for  the  public 
exigencies, — but  expressing  a  strong  reluctance  to  any 
action  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  plan  of  union. 
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c^.  They  thought  they  ought  not  to  enter  upon  any  scheme 
wv— ^  the  details  of  which  had  not  been  imparted  to  them  that 
^^^*'  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  exercising  their  own 
judgments  upon  it.  This  address  was  communicated  by 
the  governor  to  his  council  on  the  twenty-first  of  Septem- 
ber, and  a  protracted  conference  between  the  two  branches 
ensued ;  including  also,  another  point  of  diflference,  viz : 
a  reAisal  by  the  house,  of  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  fort 
.  at  the  carrying-place  between  the  Hudson  river  and  Crown 
Point.  The  managers  on  the  part  of  the  council,  De  Lan- 
cey  and  Murray,  presented  urgent  reasons  in  favor  of  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  meet  those  from  the  other  colo*- 
nies,  for  the  organization  of  a  league,  or  an  alliance, 
against  the  French ;  as,  for  instance,  the  advantages  of 
united  action,— the  increase  of  strength, — the  confidence 
with  which  it  would  inspire  the  friendly  Indians, —  the 
discouragements  which  such  a  union  would  throw  in  the 
way  of  the  French.  The  importance,  likewise,  of  erecting 
the  proposed  military  work  at  the  carrying-place,  was  ably 
urged.*  But  without  success.  No  appropriation  was 
made  either  for  the  Indian  alliance,  or  for  the  commis- 
sioners, or  for  the  erection  of  the  fortress ;  and  the  assem- 
bly a^oumed,  not  meeting  again  until  March,  1745. 

The  autumn  and  winter  were  passed  with  uncertainty 
as  to  the  temper  and  intentions  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
with  considerable  anxiety.  At  the  close  of  September, 
dispatches  were  received  from  the  Indian  commissioners, 
expressing  lively  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  Oswego.  The 
eftbrts  of  the  commissioners  to  persuade  the  chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  to  keep  a  number  of  their  warriors  from  each 
of  their  tribes  at  Oswego  for  its  defence,  had  been  ineffect- 
ual. The  French  were  active  in  their  appliances  to  steal 
the  heai-ts  of  that  fickle  people  from  the  English,  and  had 
at  that  time  no  fewer  than  twelve  emissaries  among  the 

1  JoumdU  of  the  Ltgulatwe  CouneU. 
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Senecas.  Upon  the  receipt  of  these  alarming  reports,  Mr.  c^. 
Bleecker,  the  interpreter,  was  dispatched  into  the  Seneca  w^-* 
country,  with  a  message  that  to  allow  those  emissaries  to 
remain  among  ihem  was  breaking  their  covenant  chain. 
The  interpreter,  however,  returned  in  December  with 
more  favorable  news.  He  had  found  but  two  Frenchmen, 
smiths,  among  the  Senecas,  and  there  were  English  smiths 
among  them  without  molestation.  It  was  not  known  to 
the  Senecas  that  the  French  Indians  had  actually  taken 
up  the  hatchet ;  yet  they  were  told  that  the  French  had 
entertained  them  at  a  war-feast,  and  joined  with  them  in 
their  dances, —  carrying  aloft  the  heads  of  the  beasts  they 
had  slain^  and  declaring  that  thus  would- they  dance  vnth 
the  heads  of  the  English.*  Other  reports,  received  by  the 
governor  and  council  from  time  to  time  during  the  winter, 
by  correspondence  and  otherwise,  tended  to  keep  the  eye 
of  suspicion  from  slumber,  and  occasionally  to  quicken 
the  public  pulse.  A  deserter  from  the  French  post  at 
Niagara^  arrived  in  New  York  and  was  examined  before 
the  council  on  the  twelfth  of  February,  who  gave  a  particu-  1746. 
lar  description  of  the  strength  and  armament  of  that  fort- 
ress. He  had  traversed  Canada,  from  Quebec,  stopping 
at  Three  Rivers,  and  Cadaracqui,  before  his  desertion. 
There  were  one  hxmdred  men  at  Niagara,  with  four  pieces 
of  cannon.  Cadaracqui  was  a  stone  fortress,  the  walls 
twelve  feet  high,  with  four  bastions,  and  garrisoned  by 
two  hundred  men.  Lieutenant  Butler,  at  Oswego,  wrote 
.  that  a  scout  returned  from  Canada,  reported  the  organiza- 
•^  tion  of  a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  with  a  body  of  In- 
dians, destined  against  that  post  in  the  spring.  The 
French,  moreover,  were  expecting  large  supplies  from 
Prance.* 
From  the  fickle  disposition  of  the  Indians,  great  caution 

1  CoonoU  MinQios. 
sidem. 
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CHAP,  was  observed  iu  regard  to  their  iutercotirse  with  white 
wy^  people,  whose  nation,  character,  and  desiims,  were  known 
*'***•  and  understood.  The  laws  of  the  colony  forbade  the  resi- 
dence of  white  men  among  the  Indians^  nnlesB  by  ex- 
press permission.  Under  these  laws,  and  the  watchful 
policy  observed,  two  men,  David  Seisberger,  and  Cliristian 
Frederick  Post,  having  been  found  residing  at  the  Canajo- 
harie  castle,^  without  a  license,  were  arrested  in  mid-win- 
ter and  dragged  to  New  York.  On  their  examination 
before  the  council,  however,  they  were  found  to  be  two 
worthy  Germans,  members  of  the  Moravian  congregation 
at  the  forks  of  the  Delaware,  who  had  been  sent  thither 
to  learn  the  Mohawk  language  for  missionary  purposes. 
They  were  discharged  as  a  matter  of  course.*  Post  had 
an  Indian  wife  and  family ;  and  it  will  be  seen  farther' on 
that  he  afterward  performed  valuable  services  among  the 
Indians  on  the  Ohio. 

But^  notwithstanding  the  alarms  to  which  such  a  fron- 
tier as  that  of  Kew  York  and  New  England,  in  such  a 
contest,  was  liable,  the  winter  passed  away  without  active 
hostilities  between  the  French  and  the  English, — the  pale 
&ces,  or  the  red.  Yet  this  inactivity  of  matter  did  not 
extend  to  mind ;  and  it  was  during  this  season  of  com- 
parative repose,  that  William  Shirley,  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, suggested  the  plan  for  striking  a  blow  at  the 
power  of  France  in  America,  which  was  as  bold  in  its  con- 
ception, as  in  its  execution  it  was  brilliant. 

^Oanigoharie,  or,  according  to  the  orthography  of  the  Rot.  Samuel  Kirk- 
land,  who  passed  his  life  as  a  missionary  among  the  Six  Nations,  Ca-no'/o- 
ha-^oo,  the  name  of  a  smaU  river  flowing  into  the  Mohawk,  near  the  mouth 
of  which  stood  one  of  the  Mohawk  castles.  The  meaning  of  the  word,  lit- 
erally, is,  **  The-pol-that-wtuheS'iUelf,'*  applied  to  a  large  and  beautiful  ba- 
sin, worn  in  the  rock  which  forms  the  bed  of  the  stream  two  miles  back 
from  the  Mohawk,  by  the  whirling  action  of  the  water  falling  from  one  of 
the  cascades  aboonding  npon  this  stream.  This  basin  is  perhaps  twenty 
feet  in  diameter ;  but  the  water  has  been  directed  to  a  mill-wheel. 

'  Council  Minutes. 
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The  harbor  of  Louieburg,  on  the  south-eastern  side  of  chap. 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  was  considered  the  key  to  the  w^^ 
American  possessions  of  the  French.  By  the  treaty  of  i^^^- 
Utrecht,  Newfoundland  and  Novia  Scotia,  including  the 
island  of  Canseau,  had  Mien  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  by  the  same  instrument  Cape  Breton,  situated 
between  them  in  the  entrance  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
had  been  ceded  to  the  French.  AfEbrding  conyenient  har- 
bors for  the  reception  and  securily  of  ships  of  every  bur- 
den—  either  for  men  of  war,  or  ships  engaged  in  com- 
merce between  the  parent  country  and  her  Canadian  pos- 
sessions, or  those  of  the  West  Indies, —  this  island  had 
become  of  vast  importance  to  France,  as  a  security  to  her 
own  navigation  and  fisheries,  and  also  as  affording  in  time 
of  war,  great  &cilitie8  for  interrupting  the  fisheries  and 
navigation  of  England  and  her  colonies.^  It  was  there- 
fore determined  to  build  a  fortified  town  upon  this  island, 
for  the  site  of  which  the  most  commodious  bay  upon  the 
south-eastern  side  was  chosen.  It  had  formerly  been  called 
"English  harbor,"  but  the  name  was  changed  to  Louis- 
burg.  Twenty-five  years  of  labor,  and  thirty  millions  of 
livres,  had  been  expended  upon  the  fortifications,  which 
were  now  deemed  almost  impregnable.  Indeed  it  was 
called  the  Dunkirk  of  America.'  "  Upon  a  neck  of  land 
on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  was  built  the  town,  two 
miles  and  a  quarter  in  circumference ;  fortified  in  every 
accessible  part  with  a  rampart  of  stone,  from  thirty  to 
thirty-six  feet  high,  and  a  ditch  eight  feet  wide.  A  space 
about  two  hundred  yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on 
the  side  next  to  the  sea,  inclosed  by  a  simple  dyke  and  a 
line  of  pickets.  There  were  six  bastions  and  three  bat- 
teries, containing  embrasures  for  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  cannon,  of  which  sixty-five  only  were  mounted,  and 

iBeUcaap. 

*ManhalVB  Colonial  History. 
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CHAP,  sixteen  mortars.  On  an  island  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
'-v— ^  bor,  was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty  cannon,  being  twenty- 
'  eight  pounders ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbor,  directly 
opposite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or  royal  batteiy 
of  twenty-eight  cannon, — forty-two  pounders, —  and  two 
eighteen  plunders.  On  a  high  cliff  opposite  to  the  island 
battery,  stood  a  light-house ;  and  within  the  harbor,  at  the 
north-east  part,  was  a  magazine  of  naval  stores.  The 
town  was  regularly  laid  out  in  squares,  with  Ixroad  streets, 
built  up  with  houses,  mostly  of  wood,  but  some  of  stone.. 
On  the  west  side,  near  the  rampart,  was  a  spacious  citadel, 
and  a  large  parade ;  on  one, side  of  which  were  the  gover- 
nor's apartments.  Under  the  ramparts  were  casemates  to 
receive  the  women  and  children  during  a  siege.  The  en- 
trance to  the  town,  on  the  land  side,  was  over  a  draw- 
bridge, near  to  which  was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  six- 
teen twentj^-four  pounders ;  and  from  its  position,  its  re- 
duction was  an  object  as  desirable  to  the  English  as  that 
of  Carthage  was  to  the  Eomans."  * 

From  the  prisoners  taken  at  Canseau  by  the  French, 
and  sent  into  Boston  the  preceding  year,  and  from  other 
sources.  Governor  Shirley  had  obtained  such  information 
respecting  the  situation  and  condition  of  these  formidable 
works,  as  induced  him  to  form  the  project  of  a  sudden 
invasion,  with  a  view  of  carrying  them  either  by  surprise 
or  by  storm.  Shirley  had  indeed  conceived  this  bold  and 
adventurous  enterprise  in  the  autumn  of  1744,  and  written 
to  the  British  ministry  upon  the  subject, —  dispatching  his 
letter  by  the  hand  of  an  intelligent  oflS.cer,  who  had  been 
captured  at  Canseau,  and  whose  knowledge  of  the  locali- 
ties and  strength  of  Louisburg,  he  doubted  not  would  be 
available  to  the  government.  The  enterprise  was  approved 
by  the  ministry,  and  orders  were  transmitted  to  Commo- 
dore Warren,  then  commanding  a  squadron  in  the  West 

1  Belknap. 
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Indies,  in  Jannary,  to  proceed  nortihward  in  the  spring  cmp. 
and  oo-<^erate  with  the  movements  of  Bhirley.  Of  these  w^w 
instnictions  the  latter  was  apprised ;  but  impatient  of  ^^^ 
delay  he  proceeded  in  his  preparations  for  the  expedition 
in  anticipation  both  of  the  dedsion  of  the  government, 
and  the  movem^its  of  Warren.  These  preparations  were 
in  trath  accelerated  by  the  ardent  temperament  of  Colonel 
William  Yanghan,  of  Kew  Hampshire,  a  son  of  the  lieu* 
tenant-governor  of  that  state,  and  a  man  of  a  high  and 
daring  spirit,  who,  from  Hxe  fishermea  in  his  employ,  had 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  harbor  and  defences  of 
the  plaoe  it  was  intended  to  storm.  Being  in  confidential 
correspondence  with  Governor  Wentworth  upon  the  8ub> 
ject,  Shirley's  project  was  communicated  to  Yaughan, 
who  embraced  it  with  all  the  ardor  which  so  noble  an  ex- 
ploit would  be  likely  to  inspire  a  man  of  his  bravery  and 
enthusiasm.  Nothing,  with  him,  was  impracticable  which 
he  had  a  mind  to  accomplish ;  and  so  strong  were  his  con- 
victions of  the  practicabUity  of  the  conquest,  that  he 
would  fain  have  undertaken  it  in  mid*winter,  believing 
that  the  walls  might  be  scaled  by  the  aid  of  the  drifts  of 
snow.* 

Thus  far  the  project  had  been  kept  a  profound  secret  by 
Shiriey  himself,  and  the  very  few  tru8t>worthy  men  to 
whom  it  had  been  confided.  But  early  in  January  it  be- 
came necessaiy  for  the  governor  to  communicate  his 
design  to  the  general  court,  at  whose  hands  he  must  ask 
for  the  means  of  its  execution.  Secrecy  was  yet  desirable, 
to  which  end  an  oath  of  confidence  was  adminigtered  to 
the  members  before  the  plap  was  laid  before  them.  Start- 
led at  the  magnitude  of  tbe  project,  as  well  as  at  its  bold* 
ness,  the  proposition  was  at  first  rejected;  but  subse- 

1  It  hta  httBi  BQggOBied,  says  Belknap,  tliat  the  plan  of  this  enterpr^^ 
was  first  aaggested  by  Vatt^an.    Beyeral  other  persons  hare  elaimed  the 
Uke  credit.    I  faaTO  dIsooTered  no  good  reason,  bowerer*  for  depriting 
Shirley  of  the  honor  of  ita  ooooeptton. 
16 
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OHAP.  quently,  advantage  being  taken  of  the  absence  of  several 
Wyw  members,  the  question  was  reconsidered,  and  tha  undejv 
^^^*  taking  was  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  a  single  voice. 
Yet,  nothing  daunted,  the  governor  proceeded  to  aaraage 
his  measures  with  characteristic  energy.  Circular  letters 
were  addressed  to  the  governors  of  all  the  colonies  south 
to  Pennsylvania  inclusive,  invokijig  their  assistance  in  the 
enterprise,  and  asking  for  the  imposition  of  an  embargo 
upon  their  ports.  Armed  with  one  of  these,  missives, 
Yaughan,  who  had  been  awaiting  the  authorization  of  the 
expedition  in  Boston,  rode  back  express  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  legislature  of  which  was  then  in  session.  Went- 
worth,  the  governor,  was  already  enlisted  in  the  scheme ; 
and  the  legislature,  catdiing  fire  from  the  enthusiasm  of 
Yaughan,  entered  heartily  into  the  project,  and  made  the 
necessary  grants  for  the  quota  of  men  and  supplies  ex- 
pected from  that  colony.  Equal  readiness  to  forward  the 
enterprise  was  now  manifested  by  the  general  court  of 
Massachusetts ;  and  Shirley  assumed  the  responsibility,  in 
the  &ce  of  his  instructions  from  the  crown,  of  sanctioning 
an  extraordinary  emission  of  bills  of  credit  to  meet  the 
heavy  expenditures  to  be  incurred, —  advising  Wentworih 
to  the  same  course.^  Until  the  issuing  of  the  circulars, 
moreover,  the  secret  had  been  well  kept;  nor,  probably, 
would  the  disclosure  then  have  been  made, — at  least  not 
ao  soon, — had  it  not  been  for  the  unguarded  fervor  of  one 
of  the  praying  members  of  the  general  court,  who,  at  the 
family  altar,  while  earnestly  invoking  the  favor  of  Heaven 
upon  the  enterprise,  forgot  that  he  was  also  speaking  to 
human  auditors. 

The  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Bhode  Island  entered 
into  the  design  in  the  finest  spirit  New  York  would  have 
done  likewise,  had  the  wishes  of  Governor  Clinton  been 

■  III         .1    .1     .1-.    ■    ■      I  I  ,  p         -.«  .  I  I     ■    ■■!    .1    »    I     I        I  I  I  II 

1 1&  MMBftchiiBeito  %tty  thousand  poands  of  bills  wero  omitted  for  this  ex- 
igency, and  in  New  Hampshire  thirteen  tfioasand. 
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seconded  by  the  general  asBembly,  That  body  metbycHAF 
adjournment  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  and  the  session  was  v.v-' 
opened  by  a  speech  of  a  length  and  earnestness  propor-  ^^^^ 
tioned  to  the  importance  of  the  crisis.  It  commenced  by 
announcing  to  the  assembly  the  projected  enterprise  of 
Massachusetts  and  her  sister  colonies  of  New  England 
against  Louisburg,  in  retaliation,  as  it  was  alleged,  for 
the  attacks  of  the  French  daring  the  preceding  year  upon 
Annapolis-Royal.  Governor  Shirley  had  written  him  a 
IH^essing  appeal  for  co-operation  in  this  enterprise;  and 
concurring  entirely  in  his  views  as  to  its  importance,  the 
governor  informed  the  assembly  that  without  awaiting 
their  meeting,  he  had  already  acted  in  relation  thereto^  to 
the  extent  of  his  power  and  means.  He  had  sent  ten 
pieces  of  ordnance  to  Boston,  with  their  necessary  warlike 
implements ;  and  he  called  upon  the  assembly  to  respond 
to  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Shirley,  by  contributing  its  ftill 
proportion  to  the  expedition,  the  success  of  which  would  be 
of  infinite  advantage  to  the  province.  Aside  from  this 
great  undertaking,  farther  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
colony  of  New  York  itself  were  strenuously  urged.  There 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  erection  of  two  addi- 
tional forts  in  the  Indian  country,  not  only  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers,  but  to  give  the  Indians  confidence, 
and  afford  them  places  of  refuge  in  hours  of  disaster. 
Already,  for  want  of  these,  they  were  evidently  becoming 
cool  and  indifferent  toward  the  English.  He  renewed  the 
recommendation  for  an  appropriation  that  would  enable 
him  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  those  of  the  other 
colonies  which  were  disposed  to  form  a  bond  of  union  for 
the  common  defence.  The  advantages  to  flow  from  such 
a  league,  were  forcibly  set  forth,  to  which  was  added  an 
expression  of  regret  at  the  course  the  assembly  had  adopt- 
ed in  relation  to  the  proposition  at  the  preceding  session. 
It  was  indeed  the  expressed  desire  of  his  majesty,  that  in 
all  important  exigencies,  the  colonies  should  unite  their 
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ciiAP,  councils,  and  their  forces,  for  lie  common  security.    The 
wv-'  speech,  which  was  the  longest  thus  fieu:  to  be  found  in  the 
^^  colonial  journals,  dosed  with  an  exhortation  to  unanimity 
and  dispatdi. 

The  council  promptly  responded  to  the  speech  by  an 
address,  moved  by  Chief  Justice  Be  Lancey.  It  was  an 
echo  throughout,  but  especially  in  regard  to  the  Louis* 
burg  expedition.  High  praise  was  awarded  to  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  energy  she  was  exerting  in  this  matter, 
and  the  council  closed  by  pledging  the  co-operation  of 
New  York.*  But  this  pledge  was  not  sustained  by  the 
house.  There  were  several  points  of  the  speech  which 
that  body  received  xmkindly  —  among  which  were  the  re- 
bukes which  the  governor  had  administered  to  it  for  neg- 
tecting  his  former  recommendations, — particularly  in 
regard  to  the  proposed  commissioners  of  union,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  solicitor  for  the  colony  to  attend  to  their 
interests  in  the  parent  country.  Oonsciousness  of  their 
neglect  of  the  public  interests  in  those  respects  then, 
neither  improved  the  temper  of  the  members,  nor  prompt* 
ed  them  to  a  performance  of  the  obligations  of  patriotism 
now.  Toward  the  governor  they  were  not  only  guilty  of 
the  discourtesy  of  returning  him  no  address  in  answer  to 
his  speech,  but  they  manifested  no  disposition  to  comply 
with  eit2ier  of  his  present  recommendations.  A  special 
message,  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  a  large  French  force  in  Martinique,  the  destination  of 
which  it  was  apprehended  might  be  against  New  York, 
did  indeed  arouse  the  assembly  for  a  moment  to  the  im- 
portance of  providing  some  farther  defences  for  the  har- 
bor, and  a  conference  with  the  council  upon  the  subject 
was  asked  and  granted.  Still,  although  a  show  of  liber- 
ality was  exhibited  in  the  appropriations  proposed  for  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  the  house  sought  to  interfere 

^  Journals  of  the  Legislatiye  Council. 
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with  what  was  claimed  as  a  prerogative  of  the  execntive,  ooab. 
by  specifications  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  v-v--^ 
Bhonld  be  expended,  and  designations  of  the  points  to  be  ^^^' 
fortified — an  interference,  certainly,  with  the  appropriate 
dnties  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

There  was  yet  another  canse  of  irritation  on  the  part  of 
the  house,  so  early  as  the  year  1709,  the  general  assembly 
had  found  it  necessary,  in  providing  ways  and  means  for 
the  public  service, — especially  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
several  wars  in  which  the  colony  had  been  involved  by 
the  parent  government,— *  to  issue  a  paper  currency  called 
bills  of  credit.  The  operation  had  been  repeated  from 
time  to  time,  in  emergent  cases, — sometimes  with  the 
approbation  of  the  crown,  and  sometimes  not, — until 
these  paper  issues  had  become  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
colony.  Others  of  the  colonies,  laboring  under  the  same 
necessities,  had  resorted  to  the  same  measures  of  finance ; 
but  to  which  the  crown,  jealous  of  its  prerogative  in  aU 
matters  of  currency,  had  uniformly  been  opposed.  For 
many  years,  therefore,  antecedent  to  this  period,  the  royal 
governors  had  arrived  in  the  colony  clothed  with  instruc- 
tions against  allowing  £ftrther  emissions  of  bills  of  credit ; — 
instructions,  however,  which  the  stem  law  of  necessily 
had  seldom  allowed  them  to  enforce.  Still  the  crown, 
keenly  alive  to  every  step  of  independent  action  on  the 
part  of  the  colonies,  was  persisting  in  its  war  against  a 
colonial  currency  even  of  paper;  and  a  bill  was  now  before 
parliament  upon  the  subject,  which  gave  great  alarm  to  the 
people.  Professedly,  its  design  was  merely  for  preventing 
these  bills  of  credit  from  being  made  a  legal  tender ;  but 
it  was  discovered  that  the  bill  was  to  have  a  &r  more 
extensive  operation, — "obliging  and  enjoining  the  legisla^ 
tures  of  eveiy  colony  to  pay  strict  ob^ience  to  all  such 
orders  and  instructions  as  might  from  time  to  time  be 
transmitted  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  by  his  majesty  or 
his  successors,  or  by  or  under  his  or  their  authority.'' 
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CHAP.  Such  an  act,  it  was  justlj  held,  ^*  wotdd  establish  an  abso- 
v-v--^  lute  power  in  the  crown,  in  all  the  British  plantations, 
i*^^-  that  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges inherent  in  an  Engliah  msji,  while  he  is  in  a  British 
dominion/'  * 

Vexed  with  themselves,  and  with  the  governor,  for  rea- 
sons already  mentioned,  and  still  more  for  their  own  rc« 
missness  in  not  having  made  seasonable  provision  for  a 
resident  agent  in  London  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  who  might  perhaps  successfully  oppose 
this  bill, — the  house  evinced  a  disposition,  without  any 
sufficient  reason,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  thwart  the  governor 
upon  every  point  In  addition  to  the  discourtesies  her^ 
tofore  mentioned,  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  fortifica- 
tions^ "it  ordered  the  city  members  to  inquire  for  and 
consult  some  engineer ;  intimated  a  design  to  lessen  the 
garrison  at  Oswego ;  declined  the  project  of  a  guard-ship ; 
rejected  the  renewed  reconmiendation  for  appointing  joint 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Indians  for  mutual  de- 
fence ;  voted  but  three  thousand  pounds  toward  the  Louis- 
burg  e3])edition ;  and  declined  the  provision  of  presents 
for  the  Indians."  * 

It  was  very  evident  that  no  good  could  result  from  the 
action  of  an  assembly  between  which,  and  the  governor 
such  an  unpleasant  state  of  feeling  existed.  The  session 
had  been  extended  already  to  more  than  two  months,  and 
nothing  had  been  done  for  the  public  defence.  Even  the 
bill  making  the  paltry  appropriation  of  three  thousand 
pounds  toward  the  New  England  expedition,  had  not 
passed  the  council.  Indeed  only  four  bills,  and  those  of 
no  great  importance,  were  awaiting  the  approval  of  the 

^  Bee  report  of  a  oommitteo  vt  the  house  of  aeeembly,  oolonitl  Joummli, 
March  16, 1746. 

t  Smith's  SUtory  of  New  York,  toI.  ii,  pp.  90,  91. 
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governor.^  In  this  situation  of  affifcirs,  the  governor,  in  no  chap. 
very  pleasant  humor,  on  the  fourteenth  of  May  required  wv-^ 
the  assembly  to  meet  him  in  the  council  chamber,  in  order 
to  its  dissolution.  In  his  speech  on  the  occasion,  the  gov- 
ernor said  he  was  prompted  to  that  measure  by  many 
reasons.  From  an  inspection  of  their  journals  he  observed 
they  were  bringing  their  proceedings  to  a  close,  without 
having  heeded  most  of  the  recommendations  he  had  made 
toth^QQ  in  his  former  speeches  and  messages,  although  the 
greater  -psri  of  those  recommendations  had  been  confined 
exclusively  to  the  public  service.  It  was,  indeed,  true  that 
he  had  expected  but  little  from  them  after  the  disrespect 
Ihey  had  manifested  toward  him  by  omitting  to  present 
an  answer  to  his  speech.  But,  notwithstanding  this  mark 
of  disrespect,  such  had  been  his  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of 
Hie  province  that  he  had  paid  no  attention  to  it^ — having 
made  to  them  from  time  to  time  all  necessary  communi- 
cations, and  given  them  all  the  information  relating  to 
the  state  of  the  colony,  within  his  power.  Nothing 
that  could  enlighten  them  had  been  withholden.  He 
spoke  of  difficulties  threatening  commotions  among  the 
Indians.  He  had  signified  to  the  assembly  the  necessily 
of  fipequent  interviews  with  these  people,  and  of  making 
them  presents,  in  order  to  retain  their  confidence,  allay 
their  disquietudes,  and  renew  their  treaties.  No  respect 
had  been  paid  to  his  recommendations  upon  this  subject, — 
nor  for  the  erection  of  the  forts  wanted  in  the  interior, — 
nor  even  for  the  payment  of  scouts,  and  the  adoption  of 
such  other  prudential  measures  as  were  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  frontier  settlers.    He  spoke  of  the  con- 

1  One  of  these  four  biUs  wm  for  the  eaeoangemeiit  of  pmateering. 
Anotlier  wm  a  bill,  origiaating  in  the  house,  which  was  passed  bj  the 
coQncil,  on  the  tenth  of  Mayi  to  pretent  the  slaves  in  the  city  of  Albany 
ftrom  running  away  to  Canada.  By  this  aot  the  crime  was  declared  a  capi- 
tal ofTence,  and  the  council  so  amended  the  biU  that  the  offender  was  to  be 
put  to  death  '*  without  benefit  of  clergy." 
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CHAF.  tempt  with  which  they  had  treated  the  petition  of  the 
^-v-' people  north  of  Albany,  who  were  alarmed  at  the  conduct 
^^^  of  the  Indians ;  and  of  the  indecency  of  their  conduct 
toward  him  in  connection  with  that  petition.  Yet,  bo 
far  as  his  own  individual  feelings  were  concerned,  he  said 
he  could  almost  overlook  all  their  ill  treatment  of  himself, 
could  he  entertain  the  least  hope  of  awakening  them  to  a 
proper  sense  of  their  duty  toward  his  majesty,  and  the 
people  they  represented ;  but  they  had  treated  his  majesty's 
orders,  conveyed  in  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
with  equal  indifference, — having  even  misrepresented  its 
contents,  particularly  in  regard  to  certain  orders  to  Gommo^ 
dore  Warren,  and  the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged* 
They  had  neglected  to  make  piovision  for  the  maintenance 
and  transportation  home,  of  the  French  prisoners  then 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Nor  had  ihey  even  made  aa 
appropriation  for  the  money  he  had  advanced,  by  the  ad* 
vice  of  his  majesty's  council,  for  the  defence  of  Oswego 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  They  had,  moreover, 
undertaken  to  exercise  the  power  of  designating  the  points 
in  the  harbor  to  be  fortified,  and  the  number  of  guns  t« 
be  mounted  at  particular  ports,  and  even  directed  the 
issues  of  gun-powder  and  other  articles  of  war,  without 
consulting  the  commander-in-chief, — thus  in  effect  assum- 
ing the  entire  administration  of  the  government,  and 
arresting  his  majesty's  authority  from  the  hands  of  the 
governor.  ''Thus  from  an  invincible  untowardnese  on 
the  one  hand,  or  an  immediate  thirst  for  power  on  the 
other,  they  had  become  a  dead-weight  on  the  other  branches 
of  the  government."  They  had  "  protracted  the  assembly 
to  a  most  unreasonable  length,  without  doing  anything 
effective  for  the  honor  of  his  majesty  or  the  service,  credit, 
or  security  of  the  province  or  the  people."  He  was  there- 
fore constrained  to  put  an  end  to  the  session;  and  the 
assembly  was  dissolved.^ 

I  See  Journals  of  the  Colonial  Astembfy. 

^■^  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Meantime  the  preparatioiis  of  Goyemor  Shdrley,  for  the  qwb. 
invasion  of  Cape  Breton,  had  been  pushed  forward  withspv^ 
a  degree  of  rigor  chaiactenetic  of  the  sons  of  the  PUgriixiB  ^^^ 
when  ronsed  to  action,  and  bent  upon  some  achievement 
requiring  energy  and  eonrage  Uke  their  own.    Indeed  the 
expedition  had  embarked,  and  was 

"In  brare  ptkranit  of  ehiralrQiM  emprise," 

weeks  before  the  dissolution  of  Governor  Clinton's  re- 
fipactory  asSembly,  which,  with  a  parsimony  not  usual  to 
New  York,  had  refused  to  contribute  a  single  pound  ster- 
ling toward  the  undertaking.* 

The  design  of  Shirley  was  to  dispatch  an  army  of  at 
least  four  thousand  men  well  appointed,  and  if  possibly 
to  take  Louisburg  by  suiprise  —  calculating, — correctly 
as  the  event  proved, — that  the  floes  of  ice  prevailing  in  the 
waters  of  Cape  Breton  in  the  early  weeks  of  spring,  and  the 
dense  fogs,  would  prevent  any  communication  by  means  of 
which  the  enemy  could  be  apprised  of  the  intended  inva^ 
sion.  The  people  caught  the  enthusiasm  of  tiieir  leaders ; 
and  although  not  a  recruit  was  mustered  from  beyond  the 
confines  of  New  England,  yet  the  full  complement  was 
promptly  supplied.  Massachusetts  raised  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men;  Connecticut  five  hundred  and 
sixteen ;  and  New  Hampshij^e  three  hundred  and  four,* — 

1  « The  goyemment  of  New  Tork,''  aaye  Danlop'a  imperfeot  and  ill- 
digested  hietorj  of  the  state,  **  was  wise  enough  to  join  in  this  plan  of  con- 
quest, and  sent  iield*pieces  and  other  mllitarj  equipments  to  Gerenior 
Shirlej/'  Again,  on  the  same  page,  Diinlop  says :  **  New  York  oontribute4 
in  rnonej  to  this  expedition,  but  had  none  of  the  honor  of  reducing  Cape 
Breton."  Neither  of  these  statements  conveys  the  exact  truth.  The 
cannon,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  text,  were  sent  by  the  governor  of  tirb 
colony,  on  his  own  responsibility — net  by  the  g^emment.  Nor  was  any 
Aomjy  eo^lnbnted  until  after  the  great  object  of  the  expedition  had  . 
been  gained.    Bven  then,  the  appropriation  was  beggarly. 

I  Belknap  claims  that,  including  the  crew  of  an  armed  Tcssel  fhmished 
by  New  Hampshire,  there'  were  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  commanded  by 
Colonel  Moorv ;  '•  and  OACf  tltfadritf  asd  My  men  ttcie  ndaed  fn  QimI  doUqi^y 
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c^^^in  all,  four  thousand  and  seventy.    Three  hundred  men 
>*v-^  were  likewise  raised  in  Rhode  Island ;  but  they  did  not 

1746  '  *  • 

'  reach  the  point  of  destination  until  the  great  object  of  the 
enterprise  had  been  accomplished.  These  forces  consisted, 
not  of  disciplined  soldiers,  but  in  the  main  of  husband- 
men and  mechanics — unused  to  service,  save  as  militisr 
men  occasionally  engaged  in  the  border  forays  with  the 
Indians,— r  or  to  the  stem  code  of  discipline  under  the  law 
martial.  Yet  they  went  forth, with  a  resolution,  and  per- 
formed their  duties  with  a  steadiness,  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  the  veterans  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
or  Turenne.  The  Connecticut  division  was  commanded 
by  Roger  "Wolcott,  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony, 
bearing  the  commission  of  major-general.  The  command 
of  the  New  Hampshire  levies  was  entrusted  to  Colonel 
San^uel  Moore.  Yaughan,  the  bold  adventurer  from  that 
colony,  refused  to  accept  any  regular  command ;  but  being 
appointed  a  member  of  the  council  of  war,  held  himself  in 
readiness  for,  any  special  service  or  situation  which  might 
offer.  The  command  in  chief  of  the  expedition  was  de- 
volved upon  Colonel  William  Pepperell,  a  merchant  of 
Eltberg,  in  what  was  then  cialled  the  province  of  Maine, 
though  subject  to  the  colonial  government  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  was  thereupon  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant^ 
general.  His  second  in  command,  from  Massachusetts, 
was  Brigadier-General  Waldo.  The  selection  of  a  com- 
mander for  an  army  of  undisciplined  volunteers,  going 
upon  a  fiitiguing  and  hazardous  service,  required  the 
exercise  of  profound  judgment,  and  a  shrewd  knowledge 
of  character — qualities  which  were  happily  illustrated  in 
the  choice  of  William  Pepperell.  His  profeissian  had  not 
been  that  of  arms ;  but  he  had  probably  had  some  expe- 
rience in  the  border  service,  not  unfrequentiy  in  those 
days.  He  was,  however,  a  man  widely  knowiQ,  and  ex- 
ceedingly pc^ular,*— of  engaging  manners,  and  a  vigorous 
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frame.    His  miad  was  of  the  firmest  texture ;  his  courage  oraf. 
doubted  by  nodie ;  and  his  reputation  unblemished.    These  w^w 
qualities,  united  with  the  most  admirable  coolness  in  sea-  ^^^* 
sons  of  danger,  amply  supplied  in  the  public  mind  the 
lack  of  any  very  extensive  military  experience.* 

Each  of  the  colonies  engaged  in  the  enterprise,  supplied 
all  the  vessels  for  transpoi-te,  provision  ships,  and  cruisers, 
in  their  power;  and  all  things  being  in  readiness,  the 
Boston  forces  embarked  from  Nantasket,*  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  March.  Judging  from  the  long  and  minute  in- 
structions from  Shirley  to  Pepperell,  and  also  from  a  pri- 
vate letter  from  the  former  to  Governor  Wentworth,  of 
New  Hampshire,  which  has  been  preserved  by  Belknap, 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  though  the  author  of  the 
project,  must  have  been  wholly  unskilled  in  both  the  arts 
of  navigation  and  war.  It  had  been  his  intention  that  the 
several  divisions  of  the  expedition  should  meet  at  a  com- 
mon rendezvous,  and  the  entire  fleet  sail  in  cotnpany. 
According  to  the  letter  to  "Wentworth,  it  was  his  design, 
without  making  the  least  allowiance  in  their  sailing  of 
different  vessels,  or  for  variations  of  windj  or  for  any 
other  of  the  hundred  casualties  ttat  might  occur,  that  the 

1  The  foUowxng  earious  pMsage  ooovrt  in  Belkiia|/b  intereflting  aecdinit 
of  ihiB  memorable  expedition:  •* Before  PeppereH  aeoepied  the  oommAsd, 
be  asked  the  opinioii  oC  the  famous  Qeorge  Whitefteld,  who  was  then  Uinerat- 
ing  and  preaching  in  New  England,  Whitefleld  told  him  that  he  did  not 
think  the  scheme  very  promising ;  that  the  eyes  of  all  the  World  would  be 
upon  him ;  that  if  he  should  not  tacoeed,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
slain  would  reproach  him ;  and  if  it  should  sueeeed,  many  would  regard 
him  with  envy,  and  endeayor  to  ecUpee  his  glory ;  that  he  eught,  therefore, 
to  go  with  **  a  single  eye,"  and  then  he  would  find  his  strength  proportioned 
to  his  necessities.  Henry  Sherburne,  the  commissary  of  New  Hampshire, 
another  of  Whitefield's  fHend,  pressed  him  to  faror  the  expedition,  and  gire 
a  motto  for  the  flag;  to  which,  after  some  hesitation,  Whitefleld  censented. 
The  motto  was,  '*  NU  duperaniuim  Okristo  duetV  This  gsTe  the  expedition 
the  air  of  ^  crusade,  and  many  of  the  missionary's  followers  erilisted.  One 
of  them,  a  chaplain,  carried  on  his  shoulder  a  hatchet,  with  which  he  in- 
tended to  destroy  the  images  in  the  Preneh  churches." 

>  Naatasket  road — the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Boston 
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CUP.  entire  fle^t,  coneAAting  of  more  than  a  hundred  veeusels 
wy^of  different  tonnage, — goard-fihips,  transports,  and  every 
17^'  species  of  craft  employed, — should  ^rrire  at  Chapeaorouge 
bay  at  fiirecisely  the  sam^  hour,  just  after  night-Ml,  to  the 
end  that  the  landing  of  the  whole  army  might  he  effected 
under  cover  of  darkness  the  same  night,  and  all  the  fort- 
resses of  Louisbuig  be  carried  by  surprise  before  morning !  * 
All  this  was,  of  course,  impossible.  Indeed  the  Kew 
Hampshire  division  was  so  impatient  of  delay,  that  it 
could  not  brook  the  idea  of  coming  out  of  its  course  to 
Boston  to  join  the  common  fleet,  but  took  its  departure  in 
advance  of  the  principal  squadron.  The  idea  of  a  simul- 
tfineoas  departure  and  arrival  of  the  whole  expedition 
having  been  abandoned  by  Shirley  ou  finding  that  its 
execution  n^ust  be  impracticable,  the  island  of  Canseau 
wap  de^gnated  as  the  rendezvous,  at  which  place  the  Kew 
Hampshire  division  amved  on  the  thirly-first  of  March  — 
four  days  before  PeppereU  came  up  with  the  Massachusetts 
fleet.  Tl^e  veteran  Wolcqtt^  who  was  then  sixty-six  years 
oW,  and  who,  thirty-rfour  years  before,  had  served  in  a 
campaign  agf^nst  Canada,  arrived  with  the  Connecticut 
8q;Uadron  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April.  The  Bhode  Island 
levies,  owing  to  various  mischances,  were  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  until  the  business  upon 
which  they  went  had  been  accomplished. 

A  niim:ber  6f  circumstances,  not  depending  upon  hu- 
man foresight,  have  been  noted  by  Belknap,  Douglass,  and 
other  authors,  as  greatly  favoring  this  undertaking.  The 
winter  was  remarkable  for  its  mildness,  so  that  the  harbors 
and  rivers  of  New  England  were  open  in  February,  and 
the  people  were  enabled  to  perform  every  description 
pf  labor  abroM  without  inconvenience.    The  earth  had 

I  '*  Th%  iiLTeiiiiTe  genias  of  New  finglwid  h9A  been  arouaed,  one  proposed 
•  laodei  of  «. flying  bridge  to  pcale  Uie  wftUsyT-^^reii  .belore  a  bridge  could 
bemftde;  aftother  wm  ready  with  a  caution  agi^nst  mines;  a  third,  who 
was  a  minister,  presented  to  the  merohant  general*  ignorant  of  war,  a  plan 
for  encamping  the  anny,  opening  trenches,  and  placing  batteries." — 
JBaneroft. 
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yielded  her  inGrease  l^  handftilfl  the  pree^dmg  e^asou,  so  c^^ 
that  proTisioiis  wwe  abimdant.    The  ladiaus,  in  the  in-Wy^ 
tereet  of  the  Frenoh,  remained  so  quietly  in  their  lodges,  ^^^^' 
that  they  obtained  no  information  of  the  projected  enter* 
prise  in  season  to  allow  them  to  commonioate  the  design. 
'^On  the  other  hand,  the  garrison  of  Louisburg  was  dis^ 
contented  and  mutinons ;  they  were  in  want  of  provisions 
and  stores ;  their  shores  were  so  environed  with  ice  that 
no  supplies  could  arrive  early  fi^m  France,  and  those 
which  came  afterward  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  the 
English  and  colonial  cniiserB.^    In  shorty  if  any  one  oir- 
cmnstanee  had  taken  a  wnmg  turn  on  the  side  of  the 
invaders,  and  if  any  one  circomBtanoe  had  not  taken  a 
wrong  turn  on  the  side  of  the  French,  die  expedition 
must  have  miscarried." '  ^ 

I  have  already  said,  incidentaUy,  judging  fiom  his  in- 
structions to  Pepperell,  that  3hirely  must  have  been  en- 
tirely unskilled  in  the  aarts  both  of  war  and  of  seajnanftbip* 
Those  instructions  were  drawn  up  at  great  length,  and 
vnth  a  degree  of  minuteness,  in  regard  to  matters  of  ](>os- 
Bible  occurrence  even  of  trifling  moment,  resembling, 
in  legal  phrase,  a  bill  of  particulars.  Every  movem^t^ 
to  be  made  both  upoii  land  and  water,  was  directed  in  the 
body  of  tiie  instructions  with  as  much  precision  as  though 
it  were  not  possible  either  for  the  winds  or  the  wavea  to 
interpose  contingencies  in  the  way  of  the  cloeet  cakultt- 
tions  of  the  writer.  On  reading  them  over,  it  would  seem 
as  though  not  tiie  slightest  particle  of  discretion  was. to 
he  allowed  to  the  commanding  generaL  These  general, 
instructions  were  reiterated  in  a  supplementary  order  on 
the  eve  of  PepperelVs  departure,  eveti  to  the  adjustment 
of  hooks  and  lines  to  enable  the  cruisers  to  supply  the 
camp  with  fresh  fish.  Directions  thus  minute  and  per- 
emptoiy,  might  have  been  found  exceedingly  inconve- 
nient in  the  varying  circumetanoes  of  a  protracted  siege, 

^  Belkn»p. 
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c^p.  by  land  and  water,  but  for  a  seaaonable  poetocript  appended 
wy— '  to  the  laat-mentioned  order,  in  these  words :  "  Upon  the 
^**"  whole,  notwithatanding  the  instraetions  yon  have  received 
from  me,  I  must  leave  you  to  act  upon  unforeseen  emer* 
gencies  according  to  your  best  discretion. '  *  It  was .  indeed 
fortunate  that  this  most  important  clause  of  the  many  folios 
of  directions  was  given,  since  the  ecxpedition  was  detained 
at  Canseau  three  whole  weeks,  w^ting  for  the  dissoluticMi 
or  removal  of  the  ice  which  environed  the  islands,  and,  by 
coasting  the  bay  of  Chapeaurouge,  or  Gabarus,  as  it  was 
called  by  the  Bnglish^  during  all  that  period  protected 
Cape  Breton  from  invasion.^  Indeed  the  absurdity  of 
Shirley's  original  idea.of  keeping  the  squadi^on  compactly 
together  during  the  voyage,  and  of  a  simultaneous  laud- 
ing, regardless  of  ice,  or  storm,  or  fogs,  or  surf,  was  sig- 
nally illustrated  by  the  event;  for  what  with  tempestuous 
weather,  and  unequal  sailing,  the  first  point  of  destination, 
Canseau,  was  attained  in  the  most  desultory  manner* 
Only  twenty  of  the  main  squadron  arrived  with  Pepperell; 
and  more  than  a  week  elapsed  before  the  vessels  all  came 
up.*  But  this  time  was  not  lost  by  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, whose  vigilance  in  obtaining  infonpnation  was  sleep- 
less, and  whose  activi^  in  imparting  ^  discipliiie  to  his 
troops  was  untiring.  A  strong  squadron  of  armed  colonial 
vessels,  under  Captain  Edward  Tyng,  commander  of  the 
Massachusetts  frigate,  was  kept  caruising  off  Louisburg, 
to  out  off  such  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  as  might  attempt 
either  to  enter  or  depart,  and  the  prizes  taken  by  them 
afforded  valuable  additions  to  the  provisions  of  the  army.' 

1  £Ten  the  Bey*  Pic  Belknap,  whose  trade  waa  not  of  war,  criticises 
these  instructions,  drawn,  as  he  says,  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  executed  by  a 
merchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  husbandmen  and  mechanics. 

«  Letter  from  General  Pepperell  to  OoTetnor  Shirley. 

■  Letter  of  Pepperell  to  Shirley.  Gorernor  Shirley  baring  directed  Tyng 
to  procure  the  largest  ship  in  his  power,  he  had  pnrchased  this  ship  when 
on  the  stocks,  and  nearly  ready  for  launching.  It  was  a  ship  of  about  four 
hundred  tons,  and  was  soon  afterward  launched  at  Boston.  Tyng  com- 
manded her  and  was  appointed  commander  of  the  fleeL—Ab^  in  ffolmet. 
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Although,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  design  of  this  c^. 
expedition  had  heen  oommnnicated  to  the  ministers  of  the  w^-^ 
crown,  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  assistance  thence,  ^^^^* 
^  yet  it  had  been  condncted  thus  far  altogether  npon  the 
resources  of  the  colonies  thenuselves ;  confident,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  their  own  strength,  yet  anticipating 
such  assistance.  In  the  hope,  moreoyer,  of  securing  the 
co-operation  of  Commodore  Warren,  then  in  the  West 
India  seas,  even  before  he  could  receive  direct  instructicms 
from  home,  an  express  boat  had  been  dispatched  to  him, 
communicating  the  project  on  foot,  and  requesting  the  aid 
at  least  of  a  detachment  from  his  squadron.  But  on  a 
consultation  wilh  his  officer  he  was  dissuaded  from  en- 
gaging in  the  enterprise;  and  the  boat,  conveying  the 
news  of  this  determination,  returned  to  Boston  two  days 
before  the  departure  of  the  forces.^  The  intelligence, 
however,  though  unexpected,  operated  only  as  a  partial 
discouragement, — strong  confidence  being  entertained  that 
PeppereU  would  be  supported  from  England  with  ships 
and  reinforcements  of  troops.' 

The  promotion  of  Captain  Wairen  to  tiie  Superbe,  of 
sixty  guns,  and  his  being  left  on  the  Antigua  station  by 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  as  commodore  of  a  small  squadron, 
are  circumstances  in  the  career  of  this  truly  brave  and 
illustrious  man,  that  have  already  been  noted.  His  suc- 
cess in  making  captures  in  the  West  India  seas  had 
been  great;  and  perhaps  his  officers  were  reluctant  to 
relinquish  a  genial  winter  climate,  yielding  such  golden 
returns  of  prize-money,  in  exchange  for  the  icebergs  and 
bleak  regions  of  the  north.  He  had  captured  two  French 
prizes  on  his  way  to  Barbadoes  a  few  months  before ;  •  anS 
while  occupying  a  station  oflF  Martinique,  his  extraordinary 
acti^ty  was  rewarded  by  more  than  twenty  valuable  prizes, 
one  of  which  was  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 

>  Letter  frem  Shirley  to  Pepperell. 

•  MS.  lett«r,  Bdwtfd  HoUftad  to  Johnson. 
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OBAP.  pounds  sterling.^  But  notwithstanding  his  refosal  of  aid 
w,„wto  the  expedition  on  the  application  of  Qot«mor  Shirley/ 
^7*^*  his  orders  from  the  aidmiralty,  upon  the  subject,  brought 
him  upon  the  Neyf  England  coist  with  the  Liranceton  and 
Eltham,  of  folrty  guns  each^  in  addition  to  his  own  ship, 
and  in  addition,  also,  to  the  Mennaid  of  the  same  fOTce^ 
by  which  he  was  joined  dioartly  after  his  arrivals'  With- 
out entering  the  harbor  of  Nantasik»t^  the  oommodore 
placed  himself  in  communication  with  Shirley,  and  having 
ascertained  that  the.  expedition  had  previously  sailed,  he 
proceeded  directly  to  Oanseau,  where  he  juriived  on  the 
twenty-third  of  April;  and  after  a  ooiifeirenoe  with  Pep* 
perell,  assumed  the  command  df  the  naval  forces  by  ez^ 
press  orders  £rom  the  admindtyv  Previous  to  his  arrival^ 
the  colonial  squtkdron,  under  Captain  Tyng,  had  taken 
several  prizes, — vessels  laden  chiefly  with  provisions,-*-^ 
which  were  received  in  good  time  by  General  PepperelL 
The  l^ew  Hampshire  armed  sloop  had  been .  remarkably 
successfol, — she  having  captured  a  ship  fiiom  Martinique^ 
and  with  her,  recaptured  one  of  the  transports  which  had 
&llen  into  the  hands  of  the  French  on  the  day  be&re 
Warren's  arrival. 

The  two  commanders  having  cimo^rted  their  plans, 
Warren  sailed  to  cruise  off  the  harbor  of  Louisburg, 
where  he  was  so<m  afterward  joined  by  the  Canterbury 
and  Sunderland,  of  siicty  guns  each,  and  the  Chester  of* 
fifty,  all  ftom  England,  which  enabled  him  to  institute  a 
vigorous  blockade.  Meantime,  the  ice  no  long^  effectually 
impeding  the  navigation,  the  general,  after  having  sent 
out  a  detachment  which  destroyed  the  village  of  St  Peters, 
and  scattered  the  inhabitants,  embarked  with  his  forces 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  for  the  point  of  the  gtand 
attack*  Shirley,  even  in  his  finid  instructions,  had  not 
altogc^ther  abandoned  his  original  idea  of  a  laiDiding  by 
night,  and  an  assault  by  surprise ;  so  that  Pepperell  was 

1  Chamoek. 
sidem. 
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still  enjomed  ^^to  sail  wiih  the  whale  fleet  &om  Canseauo^. 
so  as  to  anive  in  Ohspeanrouge  bay  at  nine  o*clockv«l,,w 
in  the  evening.  .  The  troops  were  to  land  ia  four  15^^- 
divisions^  and  ptoceed  to  the  assault  before  morning. 
In  the  event  of  a  ftdlnre  of  snrprisal,  porticukr  direc- 
tions were  given  how  to  land,  mareh^  eneamp^  attack, 
and  defend;  to  hold  councils  and  ke^  records;  and  to 
send  intelligence^  and  by  what  particular  vessels ;  ^  and  a 
hundredother  minute  instructioiis  were  given,  to  be  nullified 
daily  by  a  hundred  unforeseen  CQuting^iicies.  Obedience 
to  the  letter  was  out  of  the  question.  Instead  of  making 
the  point  designated  in  the  evening,  the  falling  of  the 
wind  brought  them  off.  the  mouth  of  the  hay  only  at 
eight  o'clock  the  neat  morning — *  ^'  the  intended  surprisal 
being  thus  happily  frustrated/'  as  Belknap  rmody  observes. 
But  notwithstanding  the  long  delay  at  Canseau,  the  block- 
ade of  the  cape  by  the  ice  and  the  fleet  had  been  so  ef- 
fectual, that  no  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy 
had  been  received  in  Louisburg,  and  tiie  appearance  of 
the  fleet  of  a  hundred  transports  in  the  bay,  was  the  first 
intimation  they  had  of  his  proximity.'  It  was  a  moment 
of  intense  interest  to  the  army  when  they  came  actually 
in  sight  of  Louisburg*  ^^  Its  walls,  raised  on  a  neck  of 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor,  forty  feet  thick  at 
the  base,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  high,  all  swept 
from  the  bastions,  surrounded  by  a  ditch  eighty  feet  wide, 
furnished  with  one  hundred  and  one  camion,  sevepty-sLs: 
swivels,  and  six  mortars ;  its  garrison  composed  of  more 
than  sixteen  hundred  men ;  and  the  harbor  def^ded  by 
an  island  battery  of  thirty  twenty-two-pounders,  and  by 
the  royal  battery  on  the  shore,  having  thirty  large  cannon, 
a  moat,  and  bastions,  all  so  perfect  tbaie  it  was  thought 
two  hundred  m.ea  eould  have  defended  it  against  five 

1  Belknap.    See,  also,  tKe  instmetiQiis  at  laree,  in  the  iir0t  yolume  Massif 
chasettfl  Transaotions. 
>  Letter  of  Pepperell  to  Shirley. 
*  Belknap. 
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<m^.  thouBBnd.^  Yet,  as  thongli  forgetitil  of  these  advantageB 
wv--^of  strength  and  position,  nothing  could  exceed  the  con- 
^^^'  stemation  into  which  the  inhabitants  and  garrison  were 
thrown  by  this  very  onezpected  visit  The  governor  made 
a  feeble  attempt  to  prevent  the  landing  by  sending  ont  a 
detachment  of  one  hundred  and  Sfty  men  for  that  purpose ; 
but  they  were  attacked  with  spirit  and  compelled  to  retire 
with  the  loss  of  several  killed  and  a  number  who  were 
made  prisoners,-^  among  whom  were  some  persona  of  die^ 
tinction.  These  enemies  having  been  thus  summarily  dia* 
posed  of,  the  debarkation  waa  effected  without  the  losa  of 
a  man.  In  their  flight  the  French  burnt  several  houses 
situated  between  the  grand  battery  and  the  town.  Several 
vessels  were  also  sunk  in  the  harbor,  but  for  what  particu* 
lar  design  is  not  known. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  the  expeditaon  had  been 
undertaken  by  the  citizen-soldiers,  was  unabated,  and  pre- 
parations were  made  for  investing  die  city  without  delay* 
The  point  of  debarkation  was  about  a  league  from  the 
town.  The  first  column  that  advanced  was  led  thi^ugh 
the  woods  in  sight  of  the  town,  by  Colonel  Yaughan,  the 
daring  spirit  who  had  been  so  earnest  from  the  first  in 
urging  forward  the  enterprise,  and  by  whom  the  enemy 
showing  himself  upon  the  ramparts,  was  eiduted  with 
tibree  cheers*  On  the  night  following,  the  second  of  May, 
Yaughan  marched  at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  composed 
chiefly  of  Kew  Hampshire  troops,  to  the  northeast  part  of 
the  harbor,  where  he  burned  the  enemy's  ware-houses, 
containing  their  naval  stores,  and  staved  in  a  large  quantity 
of  wine  and  brandy.  The  smoke  of  this  conflagration, 
driven  by  the  wind  into  the  grand  battery,  bo  terrified  the 
I^rench  that  they  precipitately  abandoned  it,  spiking  their 
guns,  and  retiring  into  the  city.  The  next  mom^g  while 
reconnoitering  the  works  with  a  small  party  of  only  thirteen 
men,  observing  that  no  smoke  issued  from  the  chimneys 
of  the  battery,  Yaughan  prevailed  upon  an  Indian  to  enter 


1  Bftnoroft. 
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through  an  embrasure  and  open  tiie  gate.  Mmediate  cup. 
possession  was  taken  of  the  fortress,  and  one  of  the  braye  ^-v-' 
fellows  of  the  band  climbed  the  flag-staff,  carrying  aloft  a  ^^**" 
red  coot  in  his  teeth,  which  he  hoisted  in  triumph  as  a 
banner.  The  French  immediately  sent  out  one  hundred 
men  to  retake  the  battery ;  but  Vaughan  held  them  at  bay 
until  a  regiment  arrived  to  his  relief  and  the  conquest  was 
secured.  The  guns  that  had  been  spiked  were  mostly  forty- 
two-pounders.*  The  trunnions  had  not  been  knocked  off; 
wid  by  active  drilling,  under  the  direefion  Of  Major  Pom- 
roy,  of  Northampton, — a  gun-smith  whe^n  at  home,' — 
about  twenty  of  them  were  soon  rendered  fit  for  service. 
The  greater  number  of  these  guns  were  intended  for  the 
defence  of  the  harbor ;  but  four  of  them  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  town  with  great  effect, — almost  every  shot 
being  made  to  tell,  and  some  of  the  balls  felling  upon  thcf 
roof  of  the  citadel.'  The  general  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture why  the  enemy  abandoned  so  fine  a  battery,  but 
concluded  tikat  it  must  have  been  occasioned  by  a  deficiency 
of  men.  The  French  turned  some  of  their  guns  against 
this  battery,  not  without  making  some  considerable  im- 
pression upon  its  walls.  Twice,  also,  in  the  course  of  ten 
days,  they  rallied  out  fbr  its  recoveiy,  but  in  both  in- 
stances were  repulsed  with  loss.  The  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  affair  was  very  slight. 

The  siege  was  pressed  with  vigor,  but  its  prosecution 
was  attended  with  almost  incredible  labor  and  difficulty. 
For  fourteen  successive  nights  the  troops  were  employed 
in  dragging  their  cannon  jfrom  the  landing  place  to  tho 
camp  through  a  morass,  so  miry  that  neither  cattle  nor 
horses  could  be  used  for  that  purpose.  The  men  sunk 
to  their  knees  in  the  slough,  and  the  cannon  could  only 
be  drawn  even  upon  sledges  constructed  for  that  purpose  by 
Colonel  Miflserofe,  who,  fortunately  was  a  carpenter  before 

1  Letters  of  Pepp«rell  to  Shirley. 

s  Bailoroft. 

'  Pepperell  to  Shirley. 
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OHAP.  he  took  to  the  profession  af  anus.  What  added  essentially 
w^^to  the  severity  of  this  labor,  was  the  oircumBtance  that  it 
1746.  could  only  be  performed  in  the  night,  or  when  curtained 
by  the  heavy  fogs  resting  upon  the  island ;  since  the  dis* 
tance  was  not  only  within  view  of  the  town,  but  within 
reaching  distance  of  their  cannon.^  The  approaches  of 
the  besiegers  were  not  made  with  strategic  r^^ularily. 
Indeed  the  ears  of  a  martinet  would  doubtless  have  been 
shocked  at  the  barbarisms  of  the  provincials  in  using,  or 
attempting  to  use  the  technicalities  of  military  science — 
'  or  rather  at  the  jesting  and  mockery  which  they  made  of 
them.^  Still,  the  approaches  were  made,  generally  under 
cover  of  night;  and  in  ten  days  after  the  debarkation, 
they  were  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  town,  with 
cannon  planted  upon  several  commanding  heights,  while 
a  fascine  battery  had  been  erected  on  the  west  side  of 

^  The  men  who  performed  this  eeyere  eerrioe  were  maoh  disappointed 
and  ohagrined  when  they  found  that  it  was  not  more  dietinetlj  aeknowledged 
in  the  accounts  which  were  sent  to  England,  and  afterward  published.  The 
siege  was  signalized  by  many  meritorious  exploits  which  were  not  men* 
tioned  by  General  Pepperell  in  his  dispatches,  as,  for  instance,  Vanghan's 
expedition  on  the  night  after  the  landing,  and  his  eeiiure  of  the  great  bat- 
tery, with  on(y  thirteen  men,  on  the  next  aoming. 

*  Bancroft.  There  was  doubtless  much  less  of  mUitary  seniority  among 
the  besiegers  during  this  campaign,  than  would  have  been  the  fact  in  an 
army  of  regular  soldiers ;  and  much  less  of  strict  military  discipline  than 
their  commanding  officers  could  have  desired.  <'It  has  been  said,  <<  re- 
marks Mr.  BeUmap,  **  that  this  siege  was  carried  on  in  a  random,  tumult^ 
nary  manner,  resembling  a  Cambridge  commenoement.  The  remark  is  in 
a  great  measure  true.  Though  the  business  of  the  council  of  war  was  con- 
ducted with  all  the  formality  of  a  legislatiTC  assembly ;  though  orders 
were  issued  by  the  general,  and  returns  made  by  the  officers  of  the  scTcral 
posts ;  yet  the  want  of  discipline  was  too  Tisible  in  the  camp.  Those  who 
were  on  the  spot  haye  frequently,  in  my  hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of 
their  own  irregularities,  and  expressed  their  admiration  when  they  reflected 
on  the  almost  miraculous  preservation  of  the  army  from  destruction.  They 
indeed  presented  a  formidable  f^ont  to  the  enemy ;  but  the  rear  was  a  scene 
of  oonfdsion  and  frolic.  While  some  were  on  duty  in  the  trenches,  others 
were  racing,  wrestling,  pitching  quoits,  firing  at  marks,  or  at  birds,  or 
running  after  shot  from  the  enemy's  guns,  for  which  they  receiyed  a  bounty^ 
and  the  shot  was  sent  back  to  the  city." 
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the  city    upon  which    eight    twenty-two-pounders  were  ciup, 
jnounted.  v..y^ 

On  the  seventh  of  May,  after  a  conference  between  the  ^'^^: 
naval  and  militaiy  commanders^  it  wa&  agreed  to  summon 
Duchambaau,  the  French  governor,  to  surrender.  This 
summons  having  been  refused,  it  was  then  determined  to 
prosecute  the  siege  in  a  yet  more  vigorous  manner,  and 
to  attack  the  island  battery,  in  boats,  the  first  &vorable 
opportimity*^  It  was  a  formidable  undertaking.  This 
*' island  batteiy"  stood  upon  a  small  rock,  almost  inac- 
cessible, about  two  hundred  yards  long  by  twenty  in 
breadth,  with  a  circular  batteiy  of  forty-two  pounders 
commanding  the  entrance  of  1^^  harbor,  and  a  guard 
house  and  bairacks  behind.^  On  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
the  besiegers  had  thrown  up  a  batteiy  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  western  gate,  whereon  were  mounted  two 
forty-two,  and  two  eighteen  pounders,  which  annoyed  the 
town  considerably ;  but  several  of  the  siege  pieces  of  ord- 
nance were  defective,  and  by  bursting,  or  otherwise,  were 
soon  rendered  useless.'  Indeed  there  was  great  defective- 
ness in  the  equipments  of  the  rank  and  file ;  but  the  siege 
was,  nevertheless,  persisted  in  with  the  most  indomitable 
perseverance.  Between  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-eighth 
of  the  month  five  unsuccessftil  attempts  were  made  by 
Pepperell  to  cany  that  battery,  in  the  last  of  which  he  lost 
nearly  two  hundred  men,  killed,  and  many  more  drowned, 
before  they  could  land,  besides  several  boats  which  were 
shot  to  pieces.  Although  repulsed,  the  attack  was  bravely 
conducted.  The  troops  who  succeeded  in  landing  made  a 
noble  stand,  and  an  officer  named  Brookes  nearly  succeed- 
ed in  striking  the  flag  of  the  fortress.  It  was  already  half 
cloven  when  a  French-Swiss,  a  dragoon,  clove  his  skull 
with  his  cutlass.*    The  expediency  of  making  yet  another 

^  Letter  from  General  Pepperell  to  GoTemor  Shirley. 

>  Letter  of  **  an  old  English  merchant"  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 

*  Pepperell'8  letters. 

*  Letter  from  "  an  old  English  merchant "  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 
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c^p.  attempt  upon  this  fortress  was  discussed  in  council,  but 
v-v^such  was   its    strength,    and    the    commanding    advan* 
1746.  ^gQ  Qf  i^  position,  and  so  difficult  was  the  landing  ren- 
dered by  the  surf,  that  the  project  was  abandoned  as 
impracticable.^ 

During  these  operations  upon  land.  Commodore  Warren 
had  been  cruising  oft'  the  harbor  with  splendid  success. 
So  closely  was  the  entrance  guarded  tlilQkt  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  single  sloop  laden  chiefly  with  zinc,  everything 
that  attempted  to  get  in  was  captured;  the  consequence 
was  that  both  town  and  garrison  were  soon  reduced  to 
great  distress  for  provisions.  A  large  ship,  tihe  Vigilante, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Maison  Porte,  from 
Brest,  deeply  laden  with  military  and  other  supplies, 
having  on  board  reinforcements  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  and  bringing  also  two  or  three 
years'  pay  for  the  troops*  was  known  by  Duohambeau  to 
be  on  her  passage,  and  great  dependance  was  placed  upon 
this  arrival  for  relief.  But  this,  the  governor's  last  hope, 
was  cut  off  by  Warren,  —  the  ship  having  been  decoyed 
by  one  of  the  frigates  into  the  centre  of  his  squadron  and 
captured  on  the  ninteenth  of  May—- "almost  without 
resistance.'"  '  •  . 

I  Letter  of  Pepperell  id  Oommodore  Warren,  in  whiek  he  states  the  exact 
loM  in  killed,  in  the  laai  ivbortiTe  attack  upon  the  island,  at  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine. 

*  Letter  ftrom  Madame  Warren  to  her  brother,  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey, 
written  after  the  capture  of  the  Vigilante. 

'  So  says  Chamock,  in  the  Biographia  Navalit.  But  Bancroft  says  the 
Vigilante  *'  was  deooyed  by  Douglass,  of  the  Mermaid,  ttid  taken  after  an 
engagement  of  seyervl  houn."  I  have  seen  another  authority  in  which 
Douglass  is  nsined  as  the  oaptain  of  this  ship.  Yet  there  is  doubt  upon 
the  subject.  Holmes,  in  a  note,  cites  firom  Alden,  the  biographer  of  Captain 
Tyng,  a  statement  that  the  Vigilante  was  taken  by  this  officer,  commanding, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  Massachusetts  proTincial  frigate.  Other  books  and 
soToral  private  letters  among  the  Johnson  manuscripts  attribute  the  cap- 
ture to  Warren.  As  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  it  is  settled  in  gene- 
ral history,  that  the  credit  in  chief  should  be  awarded  to  him.  Alden's 
authority  for  awardii]^  the  particular  oredit  to  Tyng  I  do  not  know. 
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Although  the  island  fortresfl  had  not  yet  been  taken,  chap. 
stiU  a  batteiy  erected  lipon  a  high  cliff  at  the  light-house,  wv-' 
greatly  annoyed  it.  Nevertheless,  in  the  eye  of  "Warren,  ^^^^* 
the  operations  of  the  siege  advanced  so  slowly,  that,  impa- 
tient of  delay,  even  after  the  capture  of  the  Vigilante, 
having  taken  the  opinion  of  a  council  of  his  officers,  he 
wrote  to  Pepperell,  proposing  that  a  decisive  blow  should 
be  struck  by  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  sea.  The  fogs 
were  a  great  annoyance  to  the  commodore,  being  often  so 
dense,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  communicate  with 
his  consorts  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time.  On  more 
than  one  occasion,  interviews  between  the  land  and  naval 
commanders  had  been  prevented  by  the  same  cause.  Fur- 
thermore the  commodore  had  been  more  than  three  months 
at  sea,  and  was  wearied  of  the  service  of  cruising  upon 
such  a  limited  station.  But  the  plans  submitted  by  the 
commodore  for  the  proposed  assault,  were  not  agreeable  to 
Pepperell  and  his  board  of  officers,  and  a  correspondence 
was  maintained  upon  the  subject  for  several  days, — ^War- 
ren occasionally  showing  a  degree  of  earnestness,  bordering  1746. 
perhaps,  upon  asperity.  Yet  he  protested  that  his  only 
desire  was  for  the  success  of  the  expedition,  and  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  crown ;  and  he  distinctly  disclaimed 
the  disposition  to  give  the  least  offence.* 

At  length,  however,  the  batteries  of  Pepperell  continu- 
ing to  make  considerable  progress  against  the  walls  of  the 
town,  on  the  first  of  June  it  was  determined  between  the 
two  commanders  that  a  combined  assault  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  could  be  completed. 
For  this  purpose  a  large  body  of  the  land  forces  were  to 
be  embarked  on  board  the  fleet,  which  was  to  force  the 
harbor  and  land  them  in  front  of  the  town,  covered  by  the 
guns  of  tie  ships.  A  bombardment  of  the  town  was  to 
ensue,  while  Pepperell  was  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack 
throtigh  the  breaches  at  the  west  gate.    Before  this  could 

1  Gorrespondenoe  between  Wftrre&  and  PeppereU. 
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CRAP,  be  done,  however,  there  was  a  formidable  obstacle  to  be 
wv-/  surmounted  —  the  "  island  battery,"  heretofore  mentioned, 
^'^^^'  and  upon  which  several  ill-starred  attacks  had  already  been 
made.  It  was  deemed  too  hazardous  an  undertaking  thus 
to  enter  the  harbor  before  that  battery  should  be  silenced ; 
it  being  generally  doubted  whether,  having  entered  the 
harbor,  in  the  event  of  a  I'cpulse  from  the  town,  the  fleet 
would  be  able  to  get  to  sea  again.  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  the  officers  of  Warren,  at  a  council  holden  on  the 
seventh  of  June;  and  plans  were  then  considered  for 
another  attack  upon  the  island,  to  be  made  by  the  ships, — 
former  experience  having  proven  that  boats  were  entirely 
inadequate  to  such  a  severe  and  perilous  service.  An  at^ 
tempt  of  this  kind  the  commodore  was  yet  better  enabled 
to  make  after  the  tenth  of  June,  on  which  day  his  squad- 
ron was  farther  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  the  Princess 
Mary,  the  Hector,  and  the  Lark.^ 

Happily,  however,  a  further  e£^ion  of  blood  was  ren- 
dered unnecessary  by  a  successftil  ntse  de  giLerre^  sug- 
gested by  Warren,  and  executed  jointly  by  Pepperell  apd 
himself.  The  French  garrison,  mutinous  when  the  siege 
commenced,  reduced  in  numbers  during  its  progress, 
and  to  great  distress  by  the  blockade,  was  supposed  to  be 
not  in  the  best  possible  humor  for  continuing  the  defence ; 
and  as  advices  had  been  received  that  a  large  fleet  with 
provisions  and  reinforcements  for  the  succor  of  the  fortress, 
might  shortly  be  expected  on  the  coast,  it  was  considered 
wise  to  hasten  matters  to  a  decision.  It  was  moreover 
believed  that  Duchambon  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  fisite  of 
the  Vigilante,  and  also  of  the  capture  of  a  large  rice  ship 
and  several  other  vessels  laden  with  supplies ;  and  it  was 
suggested  by  Warren  that  should  a  flag  be  sent  into  the 
town  with  this  information,  by  the  hand  of  a  discreet 
officer  able  to  act  his  part  well,  the  French  commander 
might  be  indu.ced  to  capitulate  from  sheer  discouragement 
or  despondency.    Another  part  of  the  scheme  was  to  play 

^  Correspondenco  of  Pepperell  and  Warren, 
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upon  hiB  feMTd.  To  this  end  it  was  proposed  that  thft  Mar-  o^» 
quis  de  la  Maisou  Forte  should  he  taken  through  the  sev-s..,r^ 
eral  ships  of  the  sqnsdrpii^  that  he  might  see  how  kindly  ^^^ 
the  French  prisoners  were  treated  by  the  English,  The 
Marqnis  was  n^rt  to  be  informed  tiiat  the  English  had  been 
advised  of  the  Afit  that  ssYeral  of  tbeir  people  who  h^ 
Mien  into  the  hands  of  the  French  and  Indians,  bad  been 
treated  with  horrible  barbarity;  and  be  was  to  be  requested 
to  ask  for  as  good  treatment  of  the  Bnglish  prisoner^  in  . 
the  town,  aa  they,  (the  French^)  were  receiyixi^  oxk,  board  the 
fleet  3^  expedient  was  sneeessftil,  and  the  ^ptive  oomf 
numderof  the  Yigiknte  readily  consented  to  address  the  de^ 
sired  letter  to  Du<diamboni  annonndng  Die  losaof  J^sbip» 
and  quaking  of  the  other  matters  ths4;  had  beep  coDicert^ 
In  regfurd  to  tile  trea4piic»t  ezpeiienoed  by  hims^  sjimI  feV 
low  captives,  since  their  misfortanei  tb^  captive  marquis 
said  they  were  deal^  with  not  as  enemies,  but  as  ^<  very  good 
friends ;"  and  in  ooniclusioti,  be  cautioned  the  governor 
against  aUowiug  the  cruelties  complained  of  to  be  prac** 
ticed  upon  the  English  priMtters  in  his  power,  Gaptsin 
Maodonald,  the  officer  to  whom  the  flag  was  confided,  dis- 
diarged  hm  duly  well ;  and  the  threat  which  be  bore  of  T$h 
taliation  for  th^  cruelties  complained  o^  unless  they  sbou]4 
be  ended,  had  its  effect  The  bearing  of  the:  captain,  was 
that  of  a  soldiM*  sure  of  victory  in  a  few  di^,  and  app^ 
rently  indifferent  whether  the  besieged  continued  their 
defimee  or  not  Pepperell  in  his  message  by  the  flag, 
made  no  demalid  of  a  surrender ;  while  on  the  other  bend, 
the  wbole  affidr  was  conducted  as  though  the  conuaaoder 
of  the  besiegers,  certain  of  a  speedy  conquest,  scarcely 
thought  it  necessary  again  to  speak  of  a  capitulation. 
Meantime  the  flLSg-officer,  Macdonald,  affecting  entire 
ignorance  of  the  French  language  though  understanding 
it  well^  beard  all  that  passed  between  liie  French  ofBcers 
themselves,  wbo,  speaking  without  suspicion  or  reserve, 
uneonscionsly  eonfirmed  tiie  suspicions  of  Peppe|:#l]i  an4 

19 
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CfiAP.  Warren,  that  the  besieged  were  in  truth  ignorant  of  the 
*  ./loss  of  the  Vigilante,  until  that  hour. 

The  newB  of  this  loss  sank  de^  into  the  hearts  of  the 
French.  They  saw,  moreover,  that  preparations  were  on 
foot  for  an  assault,  which,  from  the  scattered  positions  of 
the  beseigeiB,  and  liie  inequalities  of  the  ground  around 
the  town,  they  could  form  no  intelligent  estimate  of  their 
numbers  —  such  prisoners  as  had  fiillen  into  their  hands 
having  with  singular  uniformity  reported  the  invading 
forces  much  more  numerous  than  they  actually  were; 
Under  all  tiiese  adverse  events  and  circumstances,  and 
discouraged,  moreover,  by  the  menacing  appearances 
without,  Duchambon  determined  to  suirender,  and  on  tiie 
sixteenth  of  June  articles  of  capitulation  were  signed. 
The  terms  of  this  capitulation  were  honorable  to  tiie  van* 
quished,  who  were  allowed  to  mar(di  out  witii  drums  beat*> 
ing  and  colors  flying — their  arms  and  colors  then  to  be 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  Pepperell  and  Warren,  until 
the  return  of  ilke  prisoners  to  their  own  country,  when 
they  were  to  be  returned  to  ihem. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Colonel 
Bradstreet,  with  a  detachment  of  troops  took  posseBsion  of 
liie  town  and  its  defences,  the  strength  and  magnitude  of 
which,  and  the  resources  yet  remaining  to  tii^  French,  had 
they  piersisted  in  the  defence,  astonished  tiie  vietors,  who 
saw  at  once  that  policy  had  stepped  in  very  opportunely  to 
aid  their  own  bravery  in  the  reduction  of  works  so  formid* 
able,  yet  the  siege  had  been  powerfully  directed,  as  the 
reader  must  have  seen  by  the  preceding  details,  to  which 
many  fiftcts  and  circumstances  might  be  added.^ 

1  On  entering  the  town  Pepperell  wrote  to  Shieley  —  "  Saoh  ruint  were 
neter  seen  before,  which  howeyer,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  u  we  gave  the 
town  »bont  nine  thoQMOid  cannon  balls  and  sis  hundred  bombs  before  they 
surrendered,  which  s6rely  distressed  them,  partionlariy  the  day  before  they 
sent  out  their  flag  of  truce,  when  we  kept  up  such  a  constant  ^e  on  the 
town  from  our  batteries,  that  the  enemy  could  not  show  their  heads,  nor 
stir  from  their  covered  ways.    Our  battery  near  the  light^honse  played  on 
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The  time  of  the  ci^itttlatioa  was  exceedingly  opportane  oup; 
for  the  besiegers  in  Tarions  respeets  yet  unmentioned.  wy^ 
Two  dayfl  after  it  took  place,  information  was  received  by  ^'^^ 
General  Pepperell  that  a  body  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred  Indians  were  hovering  within  a  few  mUes  of  his 
camp«  The  capitulation  of  the  fortress  was  doubtless  a 
signal  for  their  instant  dispersion .  among  their  own  deep 
forests.  The  weather,  moreover,  which  had  been  remark- 
ably &vorable  to  the  objects  of  the  besiegers,  for  that 
climate,  now  suddenly  changed,  and  a  cold  and  driving 
storm  of  rain  set  in,  which  continued  ten  days,  and  whic^ 
but  for  the  shelter  afforded  the  enemy  in  the  town,  would 
have  thinned  its  ranks  to  a  frightful  degree  by  sickness  — 
Ihe  disorders  usual  among  those  not  accustomed  to  camp 
duty,  or  to  sleeping  upon  the  eajrth,  having  already  made 
their  appearance  among  the  soldiers. 

Reinforcements  from  Boston,  for  which  Pepperell  had 
been  urgently  writing  to  Governor  Shirley,  arrived  soon 
after  the  capitulation, — as  also  did  the  Ehpde  Island  levies, 
after  a  protracted  voyage, — together  with  supplies  of  pro- 
visions.  These  and  other  stores,  Were  augmented  by  fur^ 
iher  captures  from  the  enemy, — several  rich  prises  having 
been  decoyed  into  the  harbor  after  the  £ei11  of  the  town,  by 
the  artifice  of  keeping  the  French  flag  flying  upon  the 
ramparts.  Among  these  were  two  Indiamen,  and  one 
South-sea  ship,  estimated,  in  all,  at  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds.^  A  dispute  arose  between  the  land  forces  and  the 
■"■■-■  ■  ■■    '  ■ '  ■» ■  '■  > ■ — ■    ■  ■   ■  ■  '  ■■■  ■  ■ '  ■  '  ■  ^  ■■■■  ■ 

the  island  battery  with  our  cannon  and  large  mortars  so  that  they  were 
ready  to  run  into  the  sea  for  shelter,  as  some  of  them  actually  did." 

StiU  in  the  same  dispatch  notwithstanding  these  seTere  operations,  Pep- 
perell says :  we  haTe  not  lost  aboTe  one  hundred  men  by  the  enemy  in  this 
vast  enterprise,  including  the  disaster  at  the  Island  battery."  This  is  in 
contradiction  of  his  diqpatch  giTing  an  account  of  that  island  disaster,  in 
which  he  stated  the  loss  by  the  enemy  at  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
ezolnsiTQ  of  those  who  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  land  from  the  boats. 

A}n  the  eighteenth  of  July,  a  large  schooner  from  Qoebeo,  laden  withflouv 
and  other  proTisions  was  brought  into  Louisbarg  by  one  of  the  colonial  cruis- 
ers. On  the  twenty-  second,  the  Charmante,  a  French  £ast  India  ship  of  about 
flYC  or  six  hundred  tons,  twenty-eight  guns  and  ninety-nine  men,  soirandered 
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naTal,  as  to  the  cUstribution  of  the  prise  money  arising 
from  theae  oaptareS)  the  former  under  the  circumstanoee 
i7iS«  of  the  case,  claiming  an  eqnal  proportion  with  the  latter- 
Bat  the  booty  went  to  the  Beamen,^-^to  the  strong  aad 
general  dissatisfiftction  by  the  soldiers* 

The  Mermaid,  Captain  Montagae,  was  dispatched  to 
Bngland  with  the  tidings,  bearing  official  advices  from 
both  oommanders,  enclosing  the  Articles  of  capitulation. 
These  diqmtches  were  reoeiyed  by  the  ministry  on  the 
twentieth  of  July,  and  gaaetted,  bat  in  substance  only, 
on  the  twenty-third.  It  has  been  justiy  said,  that  the 
news  of  this  important  yictoiy  filled  America  with  joy,  and 
Europe  with  astonishment.  The  colonists,  for  the  first 
time,  began  to  feel  the  might  that  slumbered  in  their  own 
starong  arms,  while  the  parent  country  gave  no  uuequiye* 
cal  evidence  of  jealousy  at  the  deyel<^Naient  of  so  much  en* 
ergy  and  power.  The  letter  of  Pepperell,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  tixe  operations  under  his  own  conunand^  was  not 
allowed  to  transpire ;  but  the  publication  of  the  general 
&ots  caused  great  rejoicing  among  the  people.  A  court 
of  evidence  was  immediately  convened,  and  an  ttddress  of 
oongfrntolation  for  the  suoeess  of  his  Migeflty's  arms  was 
voted,  though  in  rather  subdued  and  formal  terms.  But 
as  the  news  of  the  capitulation  fipread  through  the  colo- 
nies, the  foelings  of  the  people  broke  forth  in  the  most 
liv<ely  rqoioings.  Boston  was  illuminated  even  to  the 
meet  obscure  bye*l«ne  and  alley ;  and  the  night  was  sig- 
nalized by  flre-works,  bon-fires  and  all  the  external  tokens 

— ^  "■ ■  •— "  "  * ■  ■     

to  the  PribdesB  Mwy  and  Oatttetbury,  without  opporitiofi.  The  Chtfuumte 
had  been  descried  in  the  offing^  and  the  ships  whieh  took  her,  were  eenl  out 
Irom  here,  this  wiis  as  >alnable  a  prize  ae  had  been  taken  dnrihg  the  war. 
On  the  ftrst  of  August,  the  Chester  and  Mermaid  btonght  in  the  Heron,  a 
^renoh  Ilast  Indiaman,  firom  Bengal,— **  pretty  riQh,"—-eJS  Sir  Peter  wrote 
to  the  admiralty.  On  the  second  of  August,  the  Sunderland  and  Chester 
brouglit  in  a  Frehch  ship  called  the  Notre  Dame  dela  Deliyeraneet  of  thirty* 
twn  ^na  and  about  eiity  men,  from  Iiima,^haTing  on  boards  in  gold  ^d 
tSh^t  upward  of  three  hundred  thdasand  pounds  sterling,  with  a  eargo  of 
eoeoA,  Perufiaa  woel,  and  Jeeoit's  bark.— ZKyotdUi  ^fSirP^Ur  Warren  to 
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of  joy.  A  day  of  solemn  thanksgiviiig  to  AlmigUy  €k>d,  ciiUK 
was  likewise  set  apart  by  the  dvil  authorities,  'wbioh  wis  v..^^ 
observed  throughout  the  oplony.  ISTor  was  athanksghdng  ^^^• 
festival  ever  more  reUgiowly  kept  in  Massachusetts.^ 

But  notwithstanding  the  studied  design,  so  rai^ly  man* 
ifissted  in  England,  to  attribute  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise,  and  the  gloiy  of  the  achievement,  mainly  io  Waiv 
ren,  there  was  no  reluctance  evinced  in  bestowing  do^ 
served  honors  upon  the  provincials.  PeppeTell  was  ere* 
ated  a  baronet,  and  commisaoned  a  colonel  in  his  majes* 
ty's  forces,  with  permission  to  raise  a  regiment  in  the 
colonies,  to  be  placed  upon  ti^e  regular  establishment,  in 
the  pay  of  the  crown.  Govenor  Shiriey  was  also  appcdnt* 
ed  to  a  colonelcy,  and  confirmed  in  his  government  of 
Massachusetts,  as  also  was  Benning  Wentworth,  in  that  of 
New  Hampshire.  Oommodore  Warren  was  likewise  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  blue.' 

^  Letters  to  Pepperell  firom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chaunoey.  After  the  surrender 
of  the  fortress,  %  grand  entertainment  was  given  on  shore  by  Gen.  Pepperell, 
as  well  to  oelebrate  the  event,  as  to  honor  Commodore  Warren  and  the  yari- 
ons  officors  of  the  nayy  who  had  cooperated  in  the  capture.  There  was  a 
clroamstance  attending  this  dinner,  connected  with  the  Bct.  Mr.  Moodj, 
Pepperell's  worthy  chaplain,  which  has  been  preserred  as  being'at  once 
graye  and  amusing.  Mr.  Moody  was  somewhat  remarkable  for  his  prolixity 
in  saying  grace,  before  meat,  and  his  fHends  were  particularly  anxious  on 
this  occasion  that  he  should  not  fatigue  their  guests,  and  perhaps  disquiet 
them  by  the  length  of  this  preliminary  exercise.  'Set  his  temper  was  so 
irritable  that  none  of  them  Tcntured  the  hint,  <<  be  short."  The  chaplain, 
however,  catching  the  spirit  of  the  occasion,  yery  agreeably  disappointed 
those  who  knew  him  by  preparing  the  senrioe  in  the  following  words : 
*'  Qood  Lord,  we  have  so  much  to  thank  thee  for,  that  time  would  be  infi- 
nitely too  short  to  do  it  in.  We  must  therefore  leaTe  it  for  the  work  of 
Eumity,  Bless  our  board  and  fellowship  on  this  joyful  occasion,  for  the 
sake  of  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen.'* 

*  Pepperell  was  gasetted  as  a  baronet  on  the  tenth  of  August, — less,  than 
a  month  after  the  news  of  the  capitulation.  Commodore  Warren  was  ga* 
lotted  as  a  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  on  the  same  day*  It  it  stated  \ij  iBelr 
knap,  that  Warren  was  also  created  a  baronet  as  a  reward  for  the  same 
aohicTement,  and  the  statement  is  repeated  by  Dunlop,  and  perhaps  by  other 
American  writers.  But  the  fact  is  not  so.  Warren  was  ncTer  a  baronet. 
It  18  tmo  thai  the  knighthood  of  the  Bath  was  conferred  upon  him ;  but 
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(IMF*  :  Yet  notwithstandiiig  these  honorable  rewards  to  the 
s«.^^  master  spirits  of  the  expedition^  there  was  unquestionably 
)'745«  a  most  diaereditable  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  parent 
government  to  reimburse  the  colonies  for  the  heavy  expen* 
ses,  which,  without  eounting  the  cost  to  themselyes,  they 
had  so  nobly  and  so  generously  incurred ;  and  by  reason 
of  which,  conquest  was  achieved,  so  important,  aocording 
to  the  testimony  of  theilr  own  historians,  ''as  to  prove  an 
equivalent,  at  the  |>eace  of  AixJa-Chapelle,  for  all  the  suc- 
cess of  the  French  upon  the  continent  of  Europe/'  The 
claim  was  prosecuted  severs^  years  before  parliamentcould 
be  brought  to  sanction  an  appropriation  to  cover  it  The 
gprant  was  however  obtained  in. the  year  1749,  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  sterling.  It  was  received 
at  Boston  the  sapie  year,  and  equitably  divided  ampng  the 
colonies  which  had  incurred  the  expenditure/  ... 

this  was  not  done  until  in  the  year  1747  ;  the  order  being  then  conferred  ag 
»  reward  for  his  oondnot  under  Vice  Admiral  Anson,  in  the  great  nayal  en- 
gagement with  the  French  fleet  off  Cape  Finisterre,  which  was  fought  Hay 
third,  of  that  year.  Warren  commanded  on  that  occasion  the  BeTonshire 
of  sixty-six  guns,  and  (with  the  Yarmouth)  was  first  in  the  engagement.  In 
JuTy  of  the  same  year,  Warren  was  gasetted  admiral  of  the  white,  as  also, 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Clinton,  then  goTemor  of  the  colony  of  New  Tork, 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng  appear  to  haye  been 
fellow  officers,  considered  at  that  time  of  high  and  equal  merit.  On  the  same 
day  that  Warren  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  blue, 
Byng  was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  and  Warren  and  Byng  were  on  the 
same  day  farther  promoted  to  the  white.  Yet  how  widely  different  the  end 
of  their  career !  Ten  years  Afterward,  poor  Byng,  as  braYC,  doubtless,  as 
Warren,  but  in  a  single  instance  unfortunate,  was  sacrificed  by  ministers  a 
victim  to  popular  clamor,  and  to  screen  their  own  imbecility.  The  judicial 
murder  of  Byng  is  one  of  the  foulest  blots  upon  England's  escutcheon  ! 

1  The  exact  sum  was  £188,649  26«.  Hd,  The  agent  who  prosecuted  the 
elaim,  enoonntering  difficulties  at  erery  step,  was  William  Bollan,  whose 
account  of  the  negotiation  is  presented  in  the  first  TOlume  of  the  Mass. 
His.  Coll.  The  money  was  told  in  specie.  On  its  arrival  in  Boston  it  was 
immediately  oonyeyed  to  the  treasury-house.  It  consisted,  according  to  a 
note  in  Holmes,  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  chests  (three  thousand  pieces  of 
eight,  on  an  average,  in  each  chest)  of  inilled  peices  of  eight,  and  one  hun- 
dred casks  of  coined  copper.  There  were  seventeen  cart  and  truck  loads  of 
the  silver,  and  about  ten  truck  loads  of  copper. 
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Jealousy  of  the  rapidly  increasing  strength  of  the  colo-  ch^. 
nies,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  was  beyond  all  doubt  the  Wy-^ 
moving  cause  of  the  unworthy  attempts  made  in  England,  ^'^• 
to  appropriate  all  the  glory  of  the  conquest  to  Commo* 
dore  "Warren.  Mr.  Bollan,  the  agent  for  prosecuting  the 
claims  of  Massachusetts,  found  on  his  arrival  in  London, 
that  in  the  first  address  of  congratulation  to  his  majesty 
on  the  event  which  he  saw,  it  was  spoken  of  as  "a  naval 
success" — ^not  the  lelist  mention  being  made  of  the  land 
forces  employed  on  the  occasion.  But  although  these  at- 
tempts to  present  it  in  the  li^t  of  "a  naval  aequisition," 
were  not  without  their  influence,  the  colonists  were  not 
friendless,  and  the  claims  of  the  provincial  troops  were 
ably  asserted.  All  credit  was  denied  to  the  ministry  in 
regard  to  the  achievement,  by  some  of  the  most  influen- 
tial journals.  "  Our  ministers,"  said  one  of  these,  "have 
no  more  merit  in  it  than  causing  the  park  and  tower  guns 
to  fire."  *  Again  says  the  same  standard  periodical,  on 
the  appointment  of  Charles  Knowles  as  governor  of  Cape 
Breton,  and  commander  of  the  fleet  on  that  station: 
^4t  is  hoped  that  General  Pepperell,  the  gallant  commander 
of  those  brave  forces  who  took  it,  will  be  provided  fohjn 
some  other  way." 

In  the  spring  of  1T75, — ^thirty  years  afterward, — ^these 
attempts  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  the  provincials, 
were  revived  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  then  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  a  speech  beftnre  the  house  of  lords.  His 
lordship  professed  to  speak  upon  no  less  authority  than 
that  of  Admiral  Warren,  who,  as  the  minister  asserted, 
had  pronounced  the  Americans  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Louisburg,  as  the  greatest  cowards  and  poltroons  whom  he 
had  ever  seen.  His  lordship  also  made  Warren  to  say, 
that  the  fighting  at  Louisburg  had  been  done  by  the  ma- 
rines of  the  ship's  crews,  landed  by  the  commodore  for 
that  purpose ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  compelled  to 

Dodsley's  Annual  Register,  the  publication  of  which  was  iMgiui  in  1768. 
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c^«  praise  the  AmericaiiB  for  their  endeavors  to  keep  them 
s,,.,,^  from  running  away.  It  should  be  remembered,  however 
1745.  hat  this  epeeoh  was  delivered  at  the  breaking  oat  of  the^ 
war  of  the  American  revolution,  when  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  parent  country  to  decry  the  character  of  the  colo- 
nies. The  minister^  moreover  spoke  at  random  of  con^ 
versations  merely  held  with  one,  who  had  been  dead  more 
than  thirty  years.  He  was  however,  immediately  and 
shaiply  answered  through  the  London  press,  by  a  man  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  seige, — ^who  had  known  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  and  conversed  with  him  upon  the  snbject^  This 
writer  proved  that  Sir  Peter  oQulfi  never  have  made  any 
sttcb^.  statements  to  his  lordship,  nox  to  any  one  else— in 
the  first  placfit,  from  the  per&ct  harmomy  that  existed  be* 
tr^eep  the  laud  and  the  sea  officers ;  secondly^  because  of 
the  very  impossibility  that  the  story  comld  betrue,^ — since 
the  commodore  had  no  power  to  command  upon  land,  and 
could  not  have  interfered  with  the  authority  of  Genei:al 
Pepperell ;— and  for  the  y^t  more  conclusive  reason^  that 

TH£  GOMMODORB  NEVSR  hANJ>m>  A  VJUITJ^  SITHSa  OJ*  UAJilX^B 
OR.SEAJCBN,  nU&IKO  THB  SEiaB. 

^ow  far  Admiral  Warren  himself  participated  in  these 
efforts  at  detraction,  or  whether  in  reality  he  ^^gaged 
in  them  at  all,  is  now  a  point  of  difficult  determination. 
It  is  affirmed  by  one  highly  respectable  America  authori- 
ty,^ that  ^'  Warren  deposed  on  oath,  in  the  high  court  of 
admirality,  seventeen  mondis  after  the  ^event,  that  with 
the  assistance  of  his  majesty's  ships,  .4c.,  be,  this  deponent 
did  subdue  the  whole  island  of  Cape  Breton.*'  This 
declaration  unexplained,  presents  indeed  a  most  arrogant 
claim ;  but  it  ill  accords  with  the  declarations  of  the  com- 

^  Letter  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich  by  '*  an  old  English  merchant/' — Man, 
ffitt  Cott.,  Vol.  I. 

*  WaUh*t  Appeal  from  the  Judgments  of  Oreat  Britain,  respecting  the  Unit- 
ed Stoteft>0f  America,  in  which  th«  author  ciMs  theBegistry  of  th«  Eigh 
Gotrrt  of  Admiralty  of  England,  Sept.  twenty-ninth,  1747.  I  hate  not  seen 
this  smiherity  te  Judge  ^  the  extent  of  the  oireamstanoes  «nd«r  which  the 
depofliUott  wttnftde. 
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modore'fl  letters  written  during  the  seige.  In  one  of  these  our. 
addresses  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Kew  Tork,  and  dated  off  w^^ 
Lonisbm^,  May  twelve,  1746,  the  commodore  says :  ^^^ 

^  Bit,  I  take  tiie  liberty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  ^ew 
Iingland  troops  have  taken  possession  of  one  of  the  ene- 
my's most  considerable  batteries  atLonisbnrg,  which  gives 
them  the  command  of  Hie  harbor;  and  they  have  now 
carried  their  approaches  so  near  by  land,  that  the  city  is 
blockaded,  and  itscommnmcation  by  land  and  sea  entirely 
cut  off,  and  thai  before  the  arrival  of  any  ehip  to  their  reHef 
finmanyfartof  thewarldjexcept  one emaS (me laden vrithwine 
and  brandy  J*  ^ 

Indignation  at  British  arrogance  upon  the  subject  of  this 
expedition,  however,  and  a  pretty  general  conviction  that 
Warren  was  less  magnanimous  than  he  should  have  been, 
have  on  the  other  hand  conspired  to  induce  certain  Ameri- 
can historians  to  derogate  from  the  substantial  merits  of 
this  distinguished  naval  commander,  in  regard  to  that  great 
achievement,  whose  conduct,  within  his  own  proper  sphere 
of  action,  and  beyond  which  he  evinced  no  desire  to  go, 
was  without  fear,  and  without  reproach.  Owing  to  the  fogs, 
the  ice,  and  the  storms,  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  a 
rigid  blockade  were  exceedingly  difficult  and  hazardous. 
Yet  never  was  a  blockade  more  effectively  maintained,  and 
never  did  a  naval  commander  evince  a  stronger  desire  to 
encounter  yet  greater  hazards  for  the  honor  of  the  service, 
and  of  his  royal  master.  It  is  indeed  possible,  that  feel- 
ings of  jealousy  may  have  been  growing  like  hidden  fires 
in  the  bosoms  of  both  commanders,  even  in  the  hour  of 
triumph.  And  if  such  were  the  fact,  there  were  doubtless, 
ill-disposed  people  afc  hand  to  fan  the  sparks  into  a  flame. 
Yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  conduct  or  correcqpondence  of 
the  two  commanders,  during  the  seige,  going  to  warrant 
any  such  conolasion.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  »t  l^l 
times,  a  generous  codperation  between  them.    Onoe,  i^ 

1  This  letter  is  preserred  in  the  Journals  of  the  f^vnX  AstuwUj  ^  Mmt 
York. 

20 


Digitized  by 


Google 


154  Lm  OF  SIB.^  WILUAU  JOHNSON,  BA&T. 

o^.  deed,— but  not  until  the  day  after  the  capitulation, — ^there 
v^v^was  an  imputation  of  jealousy  thrown  out ;  but  it  is  no 
1746.  more  than  justice  to  admit  that  it  came  from  Warren  him- 
self, who  thought  he  had  reason  for  the  impeachment 
against Pepperell.  "I  amsoiry,"  saidhe,  "tofindbyyour 
letter  a  kind  of  jealousy  which  I  thought  you  would  never 
conceive  of  me."  The  residue  of  this  letter  is  earnest, 
but  relates  to  some  unspecified  complaint  of  Buchambon, 
who.seemed  to  apprehend  adispesition  on  the  part  of  Pep^ 
perell  not  to  observe  with  sufficient  exactness,  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation.  But  the  real  or  a&cted  cause  of  the 
French  governor's  complaint  is  not  given,  nor  does  the  letter 
seem  to  have  been  preserved  in  which  Warren  thought  he 
discovered  the  shadow  of  the  green-eyed  monster* 

There  were,  however,  sharp  jealousies  entertained  in  an- 
other quarter.  The  people  of  Boston  were  alive  to  the  honor 
of  their  merchant^general ;  and  having  heard  that  the 
keys  of  Louisburg  had  been  delivered,  not  to  hini,  but  to 
the  commodore,  were  not  a  little  incensed  thereat.^  Still 
greater  was  their  displeasure  on  hearing  that  Warren  had 
assumed  the  government  of  the  conquered  province — ^it 
l)eing  feared  ^'  that  New  England,  from  a  sea-officer,  would 
not  have  its  full  share  of  the  glory  of  the  conquest."' 
Hence  it  was  requested  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
that  Qoyernor  Shirley  should  repair  in  person  to  Louisburg, 
which  port  it  had  been  determined  to  repair  and  retain,  t» 
look  after  the  interests  and  the  glory  of  those  who  had  ef- 
fected the  conquest.  Yet  the  highest  praise  was  at  the 
same  time,  and  on  all  hands  awarded  to  Warren.  Dr. 
Ohauncey  himself,  in  the  letter  to  his  friend  Pepperell,  im- 
mediately prior  to  the  one  just  cited,  says : — "I  have  no 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  brave  Mr.  Warren,  but  I 

ilf  I  nndentand  Hutohinson  oorreotly,  this  Btat^neni  was  inaocnrftte^ 
**  It  was  ikiade  a  questioiii "  says  their  eaadid  liisioriaa,  <*  whethsr  tlra  ktyn 
of  the  town  should  be  deliTond  to  the  oommodore  qr  to  the  general,  and 
whether  the  sea  or  land  foroes  should  first  enter.  The  olftoers  of  the  army 
iVy  M^y  preraUed. " 

>  Letter  from  the  Ber.  Doctor  Channoej  to  Sir  WiUiam  Pepp^reU. 
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siiieerely  love  and  honor  him.  Had  hia  mBJesty  given  ns  < 
the  ohoiee  ofa  aearcommander  on  thid  ocoaeioni. we  should  v...v^ 
have  selected  that  gentleman  ^m  all  the  rest^  and  desired  ^7^- 
fhat  he  might  be  sent"  .  But  other  jealousies  fdso  existed, 
as  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Bradstreet^  and  even  of  Shirley 
himself)  against  whom  Pepperell  was  admonished  before 
he  sailed  upon  the  expedition,  ^^  as  a  snake  in  the  gra08." 
These  things  only  prove  that  human  fraUty  exists  among 
the  best  of  men  in  every  age.  A  careful  study  of  the  his*; 
tory  of  this  memorable  expedition  will  show  a^Dj .  candid 
enquirer  for  the  truth  that  Warren  behaved  throughout  like 
a  brave  and  skillful  officer,  and  a  patriotic  and  honorable 
man.  Admitting,  nevertheless,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  in  the  course  of  events  immediately  after  the  first  flush 
of  victory  had  passed  away,  unpleasant  feelings  had  arisen 
between  the  two  distinguished  commanders,  they  must  have 
been  very  short-lived,  since  the  two  heroes  afterward  lived 
in  bonds  of  friendship  that  were  dissolved  only  by  death. 
Sir  Peter  Warren  passed  the  summer  at  Louisburg,  during 
which  time  many  valuable  captures  were  made  by  his 
ships,*  and  Sir  William  Pepperell  remained  there  a  whole 
year  after  the  conquest.  He  afterward  visited  England  at 
the  express  invitation  of  Warren,  by  whom  he  was  received 
with  honor,  and  treated  with  marked  distinction.  He  was 
received  with  great  kindness  by  the  royal  fiunUy,  and  the 
city  of  London  presented  him  with  a  silver  table.  In  re- 
gard to  the  joint  conquest,  there  certainly  was  little  room 
for  jealousy,  for  there  was  glory  enough  for  all. 

It  was  believed,  that  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  prievented 
the  conquest  of  Nova  Scotia  by  the  French.  Duvivier, 
who  had  embarked  for  France  in  1744  to  solicit  an  arma- 
ment for  the  invasion  of  that  province,  sailed  with  seven 
ships   of  war  and  a  large  body  of  troops,  in  July,  1745. 

^  A  Ms.  letter  from  John  Catherwood,  then  an  officer  in  the  household  of 
GoYCrnor  ClintoDi  to  *'  Mr.  William  Johnson,  dated  Sept.  6th,  1846,  says : 
' *  This  commodore  has  had  great  sttdbess  in  captures  at  Louisburg.  His  share, 
at  least,  will  be  aboYe  £20,000. 
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ci^  His  (Mrders  were  to  touch  At  Loukbiiig)  and  proceed  thence 
'-v^-'in  the  ezecntion  of  his  plan.    Hearing  at  sea  of  die  &11  of 
17^  that  place,  and  ci  the  strength  of  the  British  sqnadron  sta- 
tioned there,  he  relinquished  the  enterprise  against  I^ova 
Scotia,  and  retomed  to  Europe. 

The  daring  and  enthnsiastic  Vaaghan,  howerer,  appears 
to  have  been  forgotten  in  the  hour  of  trinmph.  He  re- 
paired to  London  shorfiy  afterward,  to  prefer  his  claims  to 
the  crown,  bnt  was  seised  with  the  small-poz  in  tliat  capi- 
tal, of  which  disease  he  died. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

1745—1746. 

RecmTingagain  to  the  ppogresB  of  affiiirB  in  NewTork:  chap. 
Mr.  Olinton,  the  goyemor,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  die-  w^^ 
solved  the  second  assembly  of  his  administration,  on  the  ^'^^' 
fourteenth  of  May,  in  high  displeasure,  because,  as  he 
alleged  in  part,  of  the  personal  disrespect  with  which  he  had 
been  treated  by  that  body ;  but  chiefly  because  of  its  inatten- 
tion to  the  defdnses  of  the  colony,  and  its  neglect  of  his 
recommendations  of  a  codperation  with  the  Kew  England 
colonies  in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton.  Orders  for 
such  cooperation  having  been  received  from  his  migesty's 
ministers,  the  governor  held  that  obedience  was  an  impera- 
tive duty.  But  the  people  seem  not  to  have  sympathized 
with  Hie  feelings  of  the  governor;  and  the  uncomply- 
ing members,  with  few  eoeoeptions^  and  with  singular 
unanimity,  were  returned  to  the  new  assembly,  which  met 
on  tiie  twenty-fifth  of  June,  and  elected  Mr.  David  Jones, 
of  Queens  county,  a  gentleman  distinguished  for  his  rigid 
views  of  economy  in  public  affidrs,  as  tiieir  speaker.  The 
news  of  the  £bJ1  of  Louisburg  had  not  reached  ITew  York 
althetimeof  the  meeting*  Much  of  tiiegovemor^s  speech, 
tiierefbre,  after  pressing  again  upon,  the  attention  of  the  as- 
sembly the  importance  of  placing  the  colony  in  such  apos- 
tuie  of  defence,  as  the  crisis  demanded,  was  devoted  to  the 
Louisbuig  eapedition.  The  governor  had  indeed  him* 
self  only  heard  of  the  eazlier  opefotions  of  the  siege ;  tiie 
capture  of  tiie  first  great  battery'  upon  land,  and  of  the 
Vigilante  by  sea,  and  the  latest  dispatehes  thence  con- 
sistod  of  urgent  appeab  from  Governor  Shizle^and  Com* 
modore  Warren,  for  troqpS)  seamen,  and  provisions.  These 
soiidtatioiis  were  ia  turn  uiged^  upon  Ike  assem'Uy  with  all 
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^^AF.  fhe  force  at  the  command  of  the  executive  mind.  But 
although  few  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  representative 
bodj  of  the  general  assembly,  yet  the  dissolution  had 
wrought  a  wonderful  improvement  in  its  temper.  The 
answer  of  the  council,  drawn  by  Chief  Justice  DeLancey, 
was  an  echo  to  the  speech,  and  that  of  the  house,  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Henry  Cruger,  was  equally  cordial.  The  mem- 
bers declared  their  full  persuasion  "QjjbA  the  governor  had 
the  service  of  the  crown  and  the  weiSeare  of  the  colony  sin- 
cerely at  heart,  and  they  were  equally  explicit  in  avowing 
their  own  readiness  to  consider  with  the  greatest  attention, 
the  several  particulars  recommended  for  their  action.  Kov 
was  their  conduct  inconsistent  with  their  pro&ssions..  A 
bill  was  passed  with  the  utmost  prcmiptitude,  appropriating 
five  thousand  pounds  toward  the  Louisburg  expedition; 
another  for  the  necessary  fortifications  both  u|>pn  the  wild 
inland  frontier  and  the  defence  of  the  seaboard;  and  yet 
another  for  completing  the  governor's  house.  These  acts 
having  been  passed  with  great  harmony,  the  assembly  ad- 
journed fromtiie  sixth  of  July  to  the  thirteentii  of  August,-H- 
during  which  interval  of  time  the  glorious  news  of  th^  &U 
of  Louisburg  was  received,-*«n  achievement  the  most  im- 
portant by  far  of  the  war,  and  ^^  which  prov^  an  !eq^iva> 
lent  at  tiie  treaty  of  Aix-li^Chapelle,  for  all.  the  successes 
ot  the  French  upon  the  continent  of  Europe." 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  colony  were  yet  again  becom- 
ing critical.  iNTotwithBtanding  the  aflforts  of  the  preoeeding 
year,  both  at  Albany  and  in  the  grand  council  at  Lancas- 
ter, to  ke^  this  jealous  and  fickle  people  .true  to  th^ 
covenants  with  the  English;  and  notwithstanding  their 
repeated  pledges  of  fidelity,  the  Six  Nations  were  again 
wavering ;  and  the  misgivings  of  the  goVenor  as  to  their 
designs,  were  communicated  by  a  message  to  the  housej 
on  the  twentieth  of  August,  in  which  an  appropriatioh  was 
asked  to  enable  his  excellency  to  meet  them  in  council, 
and  if  possible,  asoertain  the  grounds  o£  their  diaoonlbeato. 
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The  governor  also  announced  that  some  of  the  Canadian  ohap. 
Indians  had  broken  the  treaty  of  neutrality  existing  be- w^ 
tvreen  them  and  the  Six  Ifations,  by  committing  hostilities  ^7^^* 
against  some  of  the  frontier  settlements  of  ISew  England, 
where  several  of  the  inhabitants  had   been  barbarously 
murdered.    In  the  apprehension  that  those  Indians  might 
be  meditating  an  infliction  of  the  like  cruelties  upon  the 
frontiers  of  New  York,  it  wasjaecessary  that  due  measures 
of  precaution  should  be  adopted. 

There  had  been  indications  of  dissatisfaction  among  the 
Six  iN^ations  for  several  months  prior  to  this  message.  In- 
deed the  governor  had  referred  to  their  ^'  disquietudes  "  and 
^^commotions''  in  his  speech  dissolving  the  assembly  in 
May ;  and  it  was  well  ascertained  that  during  the  preced- 
ing winter,  emissaries  from  the  French  had  been  among 
them,  while  they  in  turn  had  sent  several  messengers  with 
belts  into  Canada.  Information  to  this  effect  was  elicited 
on  the  examination  of  John  Henry  Lydius,  of  Albany, 
before  the  executive  council  in  Kew  York,  on  the  sixth  of 
ApriL  Lydius  was  a  man  of  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  Indians^  having  resided  much  among  them, — ^in  Canada 
several  years, — and  again  at  Lake  George.  He  stated  that 
he  had  recently  seen  a  French  Indian,  from  whom  he  had 
received  information  touching  the  designs  of  the  enemy 
against  Oswego,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Six  Ifations.  The  Mohawks  were  very  uneasy,  and  had 
sent  several  chieft  to  confer  with  the  Lidians  in  Canada. 
The  cause  of  this  uneasiness  was  a  suspicion  awakened  in 
their  bosoms  by  evil  disposed  persons,  that  the  English 
were  preparing  at  no  distant  day  entirely  to  destroy  them. 
This  apprehension,  notwithstanding  its  absurdity,  was 
seriously  entertained  by  many  of  the  people,  and  even  by 
some  of  the  chiefs ;  though  the  orators  Abraham,  and 
Brant,  gave  no  credence  to  the  tale.^ 

^Mftnaseript  jounials  of  the  execatiye  eonnoil,  seoretaryof  stoU's  offioe, 
Albanj.  The  Brant  here  spoken  of,  was  probably  the  Ihther  or  the  repated 
father  of  Jose^  Brant  of  the  reTolution. 
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ORAP.  It  was  uBfortunately  bat  too  true,  at  the  timie  under  eon- 
s.^  sideration,  that  no  good  feelings  existed  between  the  Mo- 
1745<  hawks  and  the  people  of  Albany.  At  least  the  Mphawks 
looked  upon  the  latter  with  great  bitterness, — having  been 
overreached  in  some  land  purchases,  in  whidi  the  Al- 
banians were  concerned.  So  they  alleged;  and  by  availing 
themselves  of  these  prejudices,  some  evil-minded  persons 
had  to  some  extent  persuaded  the  Mohawks  that  the  Al- 
banians were  plotting  the  destruction  of  their  nation,  in  or- 
der to  possess  themselves  of  their  domain.  Rumors  were 
accordingly  circulated  among  them  from  time  to  time  to  the 
end  that  measures  for  killing  them  were  in  actual  prepara- 
tion. They  were  thus  kept  in  a  state  of  feverish  excitement 
and  suspicion  for  several  weeks.  At  length  a  rmmer  amved 
in  the  Mohawk  country,  in  the  night,  with  information  that 
the  Albanians  were  then  actually  upon  the  march  against 
them,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds,  urmedwiihmuA- 
kets,  and  treading  to  the  soxmd  of  arms  and  trumpets. 
The  poor  Indians  of  the  lower  castle,  Dyiondarogon,  fled 
in  wild  aflMght  to  their  upper  towns.  All  was  confusion, — 
the  women  seizing  their  infents,  and  the  children  who  were 
able  to  run,  flying  in  the  utmost  concrtemation,  and  utter- 
ing the  dead  cry — "que!"  que!"  que!"* 

The  dissatisfaction  having  become  extensive  among  the 
confederates,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  depute  Conrad 
Weiser,  the  Pennsylvania  interpreter  for  the  Six  Nations, 
to  make  a  tour  of  friendly  observalaon  among  them. 
Weiser  was  a  native  of  Schoharie,  partaking  largely  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Indians ;  and  it  was  rightly  judged  that 
a  mission  by  him  to  their  several  towns  and  castles  would 
be  attended  with  happy  results.  Those  results  were 
realized.  On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  the  missionary  re- 
turned, and  his  journal  was  laid  by  Mr.  Clinton  before  his 
council.  After  traversing  the  cantons  beyond  Onondaga, 
and  sootthing  their  feelings,  he  was  accompanied  from  the 

1  Mannsoript  Joamals  of  the  exeo«iiT6  oMAeil. 
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Great  eotmcil  fire  by  a  party  of  the  chiefii  to  Oswego,  where  cwt 
firee  conferences  were  held.    The  Indians  complamed  thats^^ 
the  English  kept  them  in  the  dark  about  the  progress  of  the  ^^^ 
war,  dealing  out  their  news  in  generals  only,  whereas  they 
wanted  the  particulars.    They  were  aware  that  the  gov<- 
emor  of  New  York  was  displeased  with  their  visits  to  Oana« 
da,  but  they  insisted  that  they  weat  Ihither  only  upon 
business, — ihe  governor  of  Canada  knowing  verj  well  that 
he  could  do  nothing  with  them  to  the  detriment  of  the 
English. 

Betuming  from  Oswego  through  the  Mohawk  country, 
Weber  was  received  gladly  at  l^eir  castles  and  treated  kind- 
ly.  The  Indians  there  said  they  inclined  to  the  English, 
having  always  been  used  well  by  the  governors  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  and  Pennsylvania.  Sut  the  people 
of  Albany  had  not  treated  them  well.  They  had  cheated 
them,  and  were  yet  trying  to  get  their  lands  and  destroy 
them.  They  likewise  accused  the  Albanians  of  being  en- 
gaged in  unlawful  commerce  with  the  enemy,  to  whom 
they  had  sold  large  quantities  of  powder.  In  regard  to  the 
visits  of  the  Mohawk  chiefia  to  the  French  in  the  winter, 
they  admitted  that  they  had  gone  thither  because  they  were 
displeased  with  the  Albanians,  and  in  order  to  let  them 
know  that  they  would  act  as  they  pleased. 

At  Dyiondarogon,  the  Indians  convened  a  council  to 
hear  Mr.  Weiser  on  the  subject  of  their  late  alarm  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rumored  invasion  from  Albany.  He  as- 
sured them  that  the  whole  story  which  had  caused  their 
panic  was  fJEklse,  and  told  them  of  the  great  surprise  of  the 
governor  on  hearing  of  such  an  occurrence,  at  a  time,  too, 
when  he  thought  the  parties  were  all  so  friendly  to  each 
other.  The  Indians,  in  reply,  admitted  that  their  f^larm 
had  been  veiy  great ;  but,  they  said,  the  matter  had  all  been 
settied,  <^  and  thrown  into  the  bottomless  pit."  The  ex- 
planations made  to  them  had  been  perfectly  satisfactoiy ; 
and  they  now  requested  even  that  nq  inquiries  mij|;ht  be 
21 
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oBAP.  instituted  as  to  the  authors  of  the  alarm.^  But  it  will 
w.^^  presently  appear  that  they  did  not  exactly  hold  to  this  reso- 
1746.  lution  themselves. 

At  the  same  meeting  of  the  council,  letters  were  received 
from  die  commissioners  of  Indian  affiadrs  at  Albany,  an- 
nouncing the  approach  of  scalping  parties  of  the  Canadian 
Indians  toward  the  fircmtier  settiements  at  the  north.  They 
also  stated  that  two  men  had  been  murdered  on  the  border 
of  Kew  England, — the  Indians  having  plucked  out  their 
eyes,  torn  off  their  scalps,  and  cut  out  their  hearts.  This 
last  statement  was  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Governor 
Shirley,  who  spoke  of  it  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  neu- 
trality between  the  Canadian  Indians  and  the  Six  Nations, 
and  urging  as  a  proper  measure  that  the  latter  should  now 
forthwith  take  up  the  hatchet.  Upon  these  representations, 
the  council  advised  that  an  interpreter  be  immediately  dis- 
patched to  the  Six  Nations,  with  a  request  that  they  should 
ascertain  to  what  tribe  or  nation  the  offending  Indians  be- 
longed ;  and  also  whether  the  murders  were  approved  by 
their  tribe.  If  so,  then  the  3ix  Nations  were  requested  to 
consider  what  was  to  be  their  own  line  of  duty.  If  not, — 
if  the  murders  were  disapproved, — ^then  it  was  left  to  the 
Six  Nations  to  say  whether  they  ought  not  to  demand  the 
surrender  of  the  murderers, — ^the  outrage  having  been  al- 
together unprovoked.' 

The  cruelties  just  set  forth,  were  committed  upon  the 
frontier  of  New  Hampshire ;  but  others  equally  atrocious 
were  conmiitted  shortiy  afterward  in  the  border  settie- 
ments even  of  Connecticut,  of  which  information  was 
given  to  Mr.  Clinton  by  Governor  Low  of  that  colony. 
Nor  were  these  all.  Jf»  was  discovered  in  August,  that 
while  the  Canadian  Indians  had  thus  been  let  loose  upon 
the  New  England  frontiers,— crossing  even  the  province  of 
Massadi^usetts  in  order  to  strike  Connecticut, — ^the  French 

1  ManuBoript  joomalfl  of  the  ezeoutiye  oounoil. 
'Manusoript  proceedings  of  the  executiTe  eoaaoil. 
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had  become  yet  more  earnest  in  their  solicitationB  for  the  gup. 
Iroqnois  to  join  them  against  the  English.  Certain  of  the  v-v^ 
Mohawk  and  Tasoarora  chie&,  moreover,  had  made  still  ^^^* 
another  visit  to  the  governor  of  Canada,  in  connection^ 
as  there  was  bat  too  much  reason,  to  believe,  with  these 
solicitations.  At  all  events,  tiie  return  of  those  chiefs  was 
preceded  by  a  state  of  feeling  among  the  people,  that 
deterred  the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany  from  send- 
ing a  messenger  among  them,  with  the  overture  from 
the  governor  and  council  as  directed  on  the  twenty- 
nintii  of  July.  Meantime  a  letter  was  received  from  Mr. 
Phipps,  acting  governor  of  Massachusetts  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Governor  Shirley  at  Louisburg,  announcing  that 
by  the  advice  of  his  majesty's  council  of  that  province, 
war  had  been  formally  proclaimed  against  the  Eastern 
and  Canadian  Indians.^  The  alarm  had  therefore  become 
very  general  before  the  special  attention  of  the  assembly 
was  called  to  the  subject  by  the  message  from  ttie  governor 
of  the  twentieth  of  August.  That  body  saw  the  necessi- 
ty of  immediate  and  efficient  action,  and  an  appropriation 
of  six  hundred  pounds,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  four  hundred  pounds  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  was  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Albany.  The  assembly  there- 
upon adjourned  over  by  permission,  from  the  twenly- 
ninth  of  August  to  the  fifteenth  of  October ;  and  the 
necessary  measures  were  concerted  for  holding  a  general 
council  with  the  Indians  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  negotiations  were  opened  on  the  fifth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, Governor  Clinton  being  attended  by  Messrs.  Philip 
Livingston,  Daniel  Horsmanden,  Joseph  Murray  and  John 
Rutherford,  members  of  the  executive  council.  Delegates 
were  also  in  attendance  from  the  provinces  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  Pennsylvania.*    About  four  hun- 

1  Manascript  joanuiU  of  the  exeoatWe  ooancil. 

*  The  commissioners  from  Massachusetts,  were,  Colonel  John  Stoddard, 
Jaeob  Wendell,  Thomas  Berry,  John  Choate  and  Thomas  Httlohinsott.    From 
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ORAF.  dred  alid  sixty  Indians  were  present,  representing  all  the 
v«-v^  confederates  excepting  the  Senecas,  who  had  been  detained 
1746.  jyj  ^  distareasing  malady,  which  was  sweeping  off  many  of 
their  members.  The  first  interview  between  the  parties 
was  brief^ — ^the  Indians  retiring  immediately  after  they  had 
been  presented  to  the  governor  and  dmnk  the  king's 
health.  A  consultation  was  then  held  among  the  com- 
missioners as  to  the  arrangement  of  their  subsequent  pro^ 
ceedings,  at  which  it  was  determined  tiiat  in  order  to  im- 
press the  Indians  with  an  idea  of  the  harmonious  action 
and  consequent  strength  of  the  English,  Governor  Clinton 
should  speak  the  united  voice  of  the  whole, — that  is,  of 
ITew  York  and  New  England.  The  Pennsylvania  com- 
missioneis,  being  members  of  the  Friends'  society,  pre- 
ferred to  make  an  address  by  themselves,  in  their  own  pe- 
culiar way.  It  was  likewise  determined  that  Mr.  Clinton 
should  present  the  chiefs  with  the  hatchet  to  strike  the 
French,  and  the  Indians  in  their  alliance,  for  the  infraction 
of  their  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  Six  Nations,  uncon- 
ditionally,-^leaving  it  with  the  Indians  themselves  to  sug- 
gest, should  they  elect  to  do  so,  some  other  measure  for 
obtaining  satisfiiction  for  the  barbarities  that  had  been  com- 
mitted.* 

Before  proceeding  to  the  main  business  for  which  the 
council  had  been  convened,  however,  the  governor  having 
heard  that  notwithstanding  their  message  by  Conrad 
Weiser,  the  Indians  had  never  been  altogether  satisfied  in 
regard  to  the  affair  of  the  panic,  heretofore  described, 
determined  upon  having  a  fall  explanation  of  that  myste- 
rious affair ; — and  two  days  or  more  were  occupied  upon 
that  subject.  Hendrik,  chief  sachem  of  the  Mohawks, 
made  a  long  speech.  He  said  their  distrust  of  the  designs 
of  the  English,  but  especially  of  the  people  of  Albany,  had 

Oonneoiioat,  Boger  Wolooii,  lieatenanl-goTenior,  and  Colonel  Stanley. 
From  Pennsylvania,  Messrs.  Thomas  Lawrenoe,  John  Kinsley,  and  Isaac 
Norris. 
*  Hanvsoripi  jeumals  ef  the  ezeeatiTe  eooiMil. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lit B  OF  8IA  WILLIAM  JOHNBON^  BART.  165 

been  originally  awakened  by  Jean  CoBur,  a  French  inter-  chap, 
pretw,  residing  principally  among  the  Senecaa.  This  man  w^r-* 
had  long  been  regarded  by  the  English  as  a  dangerous  ^^^' 
neighbor,  and  they  had  endeavored  to  persuade  the  Sene- 
cas  to  send  him  away, — ^but  in  vain.  Hendrik  now  in- 
formed Mr.  Clinton  that  Ooeur,  on  returning  from  a  visit 
to  Canada,  had  told  the  Indians  that  the  governor  of  New 
York  had  been  proposing  to  the  governor  of  Canada  to 
unite  for  the  entire  destruction  of  their  people.  The  tale 
sank  deep  into  their  minds.  They  kaew  that  the  Albwy 
people  had  treated  them  badly^  and  when  they  came  to  re^ 
fleet  upon  the  project,  and  thought  of  the  condition  to 
which  the  River  Indians  had  been  reduced,  and  of  the  &et 
that  the  people  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  had  taken 
all  their  land  away,  they  began  to  ponder  whether  such 
might  not  be  the  design  of  the  English  against  themselves 
— the  Six  Nations,  '*You,"  said  Hendrik,  pointing  to 
Colonel  Stoddard,  "have  got  our  land,  and  driven  us  away 
from  Westfield,  where  miy  father  lived  formerly."*  When 
they  thought  of  these  things,  he  repeated,  we  feared  tiiat 
« the  Mohawks  would  be  brought  to  the  same  pass,"  and 
rendered  **  as  poor  "  as  the  River  Indians  were.  "  This," 
he  said,  "had  remained  in  their  hearts  some  years,  and 
now,  as  the  governor  would  have  them  open  their  minds, 
they  had  done  it,  and  they  hoped  it  would  have  a  good 
effect"* 

A  long  discussion  followed  the  harangue  of  Hendrik, 
in  regard  to  the  authors  of  the  claim,  and  several  persons 
were  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  implicated.  Next  to  Jean 
CcBur,  a  man  named  Philip  Van  Patten,  was  charged  ba 
the  chief  agent  in  getting  up  the  mischievous  alarm,  and  a 

^Tkis  remirk  wiU  be  tiie  betUr  understood  on  tii«  sUtemMit  of  tlie  f^i 
thai  tlie  flimilj  of  Hondrik  wm  liohegui,  ond  only  Mohawk  bj  adoption. 
Tot  Hondrik  and  his  broikeni  were  ohiefe  of  the  first  inflaenoe— Hendrik 
himself  being  the  principal  chief  of  the  tribe,  and  was  known  as  King 
Hendrik. 

'Ifsiuisaript  joumals  of  the  exooutiTO  ooanoiL 
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OHAT,  negro  wench  of  Schenectady  was  likewise  compromiBed. 

s..^^^Bat  the  statements  of  the  Indians  were  contradictory; 

1746.  Yan  Patten  purged  himself  on  oath,  and  the  Indians  were 
evidently  opposed  to  any  very  rigid  investigation  being 
made.^  Indeed  before  the  close  of  this  branch  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, it  came  to  be  jnstly  doubted  whether  the  whole 
afisdr  had  not  been  a  contrivance  of  a  few  of  the  Indians 
to  excite  sympathy,  and  perhaps  extort  from  the  govern- 
ment an  increased  amount  of  presents, — a  lame  and  impo^ 
tent  conclusion  of  the  touching  uid  dramatic  scene  brought 
to  the  contemplation  of  Conrad  Weiser. 

The  council  was  op^ied  for  the  transaction  of  the  proper 
business  upon  which  it  had  been  summoned,  on  the  tenth 
of  October.  After  the  usual  preliminary  salutations,  in 
which  the  Indians  were  told  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the. 
council  had  been  invited  for  the  purpose  of  "  rendering, 
strengthening,  and  brightening  the  covenant  chain,"  and 
after  condoling  with  them  for  the  absence  of  the  Seneoas^ 
because  of  the  grievous  sickness  their  people  were  suffer- 
ing, the  governor  spoke  to  them  directly,  and  in  a  tone  ot 
disapprobation  of  the  late  visit  of  some  of  their  chiefs  to 
Montreal,  where  they  had  met  the  French  governor.  It 
had  been  asserted  in  justification  of  that  visit,  .tha4^  they 
had  gone  thither  to  protest  against  any  invasion  of  Oswe- 
go by  the  French — ^the  Six  Nations  desiring  that  that  post 
might  be  suffered  to  remain  as  ^^  a  place  of  trade  and  peace," 
and  pretending  that  they  were  determined  to  defend  it  if 
attacked.  But  at  the  very  time  when  their  chiefs  were  in 
Montreal,  the  Canada  Indians  had  been  breaking  their 
treaty,  and  murdering  the  English.  Not  only  so,  but  the 
governor  assured  them  he  had  been  informed  that  while 
pretending  that  their  mission  was  thus  pacific,  they  had  so 
far  accepted  the  hatchet  from  the  French,  as  to  agree  to 
bring  it  home,  and  consider  whether  they  would  strike 
their  English  friends  with  it  or  not.    This  story,  however, 

1  Maaoscript  Jounub  of  the  exeoative  coaneU. 
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the  Englisli  could  hardly  believe  to  be  true,  unless  thejoBAP. 
should  hear  it  from  their  own  lips.  A  fall  and  plain  answer  w^ 
waa  expected,  **  that  all  stains  might  be  wiped  from  the  ^'^^' 
covenant  chain." 

Mr.  Clinton  next  proceeded  to  relate  to  the  chiefe  the 
progress  of  the  war — ^informing  them  of  the  action  of  the 
French  the  preceding  year  upon  Annapolis  Royal,  and 
giving  them  an  account  of  the  fell  of  Louisburg,  and  the 
conquest  of  Cape  Breton.  In  this  part  of  the  country,  the 
English  had  lain  still ;  but  they  had  last  year  informed  the 
governor  of  Canada,  that  unless  the  war  should  be  conduct- 
ed in  a  Christian-like  manner, — unless  the  Canada  Indians 
were  restrained  fipom  murdering  the  English, — ^the  Six  Ifa- 
tions  would  immediately  join  the  latter  and  strike  upon 
the  settlements  of  Canada.  Yet  the  French  seemed  deter- 
mined not  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  and  their  Indians  had  not 
only  killed  some  of  the  English,  but  had  left  a  hatchet  by 
the  side  of  one  of  the  dead, — ^thus  defying  the  English  and 
the  Six  l^ations  to  take  it  up.  The  most  solemn  and  sacred 
engagements  were  broken  by  them,  and  they  had  shown 
that  even  belts  of  wampum  would  not  bind  them  to  their 
promises.  The  En^ish  had  been  slighted,  and  the  Six 
If  ations  treated  as  though  they  were  not  worthy  to  be  re* 
garded.  They  think  you  will  not  perform  what  you  have 
threatened,  and  they  fear  not  your  displeasure.  Thus  they 
reflect  dishonor  upon  you. 

The  chie&  were  next  told  that  it  was  high  time  both  the 
English  and  the  Six  Nations  should  exert  themselves  to 
vindicate  their  honor.  The  English  desired  not  the  de- 
struction of  their  fellow  creatures,  yet  they  felt  that  they 
ought  not  any  longer  to  bear  these  insults  and  this  evil 
treatment  from  the  French.  "  Therefore,  since  neither  our 
peaceable  disposition  nor  examples,  nor  any  methods  we 
have  been  able  to  use,  have  sliced  to  prevail  upon  them 
to  forbear  their  barbarous  treatment  of  us,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, they  seem  determined  to  provoke  oar  resentment, — 
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OM*  m  the  name  of  God  we  are  resolved  not  only  to  defend  onr- 
w*v-'  selves,  but  by  all  possible  methods  to  put  it  out  of  their 
^^^'  power  to  misuse  and  evil-entreat  us  as  they  have  heretofore 
done.  And  we  doubt  not  of  your  ready  and  cheerful  con- 
currence with  us,  agreeable  to  the  solemn  promise  you 
made  us  in  this  place  last  summer,  in  joining  with  us 
against  the  French,  and  such  Indians  as  are  or  may  be  in- 
stigated by  them  to  commit  hostilities  against  us."  This 
passage  of  the  governor's  speech  was  followed  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  large  belt  of  wampum,  with  a  hatchet  hung 
toit^ 

Having  taken  two  days  for  consideration,  the  Indians  re- 
plied, renewing  the  covenant  (diain,  which  they  said  they 
were  determined  should  never  rust  again,  ^'  because  they 
would  daily  wipe  off  the  dust,  and  keep  it  clean."  In  re- 
gard to  the  visit  of  their  chiefe  to  Montreal,  they  denied 
peremptorily,  the  truth  of  the  reportof  their  having  consent- 
ed to  receive  the  hatchet  from  the  French  governor,  even 
for  the  purpose  of  consideration.  Upon  this  and  some 
other  points  of  less  importance,  the  chiefs  answered  with- 
out embarrasment.  But  on  the  subject  of  consenting  to 
go  upon  the  war-path  against  the  French,  they  spoke  wari- 
ly. They  thanked  the  governor  for  the  information  he 
had  given  of  the  progress  of  the  war;  but  touching  the 
direct  appeal  to  them  to  engage  in  the  contest,  they  cau- 
tiously said : — ^<you  desire,  as  we  are  of  one  flesh  with  you, 
that  we  would  also  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  Frexich^ 
and  the  Indians  under  their  influence,  with  you.  We  the 
Six  Nations,  accept  of  the  hatchet, — andipiU  put  U  in  our 
bosoms  !  We  are  in  alliance  with  a  great  many  of  the  &Lt 
Indians,  and  if  we  should  so  suddenly  lift  up  the  hatchet 
without  acquainting  our  allies  with  it,  they  would  perhaps 
take  offence  at  it.  We  will  therefore  before  we  make  use 
of  the  hatchet  against  the  French  or  their  Indians,  send 
four  of  our  people,  who  are  now  ready  to  go,  to  Canada, 
to  demand  s&tisfaction  for  the  wrongs  they  have  done  our 
1  MuiaBoript  jooniAk  of  exeoutiTO  eouatU. 
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brethren,  and  if  they  refose  to  make  sa1i8&oti<m,  then  we  obap. 
will  be  ready  to  nse  the  hatohet  against  them,  whenever  wy^ 
our  brother  the  governor  of  New  York  orders  ns  to  do  it'*  ^^^* 
Two  months,  they  sidd,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the 
governor,  would  be  time  enough  for  them  to  ascertain 
whether  the  aggressors  would  make  the  requisite  satis- 
fection ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  not  doing  so,  they  re- 
peated their  declaration  to  use  the  hatchet  at  the  command 
of  his  excellency.* 

In  subsequent  sections  of  their  speech,  the  Indians  took 
occasion  to  remind  the  governor  that  the  original  design 
of  their  alliance  with  the  English  was  the  advantages  they 
hoped  to  derive  from  a  reciprocal  trade ;  but  goods  had 
been  sold  very  high  to  them  of  late.  They  were  now  desti- 
tute of  clothes,  powder,  and  lead ;  "  and  people  who  are  to 
goto  war  ought  to  be  well  provided  with  ammunition. 
This,  however,  should  their  request  be  now  denied,  was 
the  last  time  they  should  speak  upon  the  subject"  In 
his  rejoinder,  the  governor  explained  to  them  the  causes 
of  the  high  prices  of  goods  at  that  time.  They  were 
occasioned  by  the  war;  but  he  would  see  that  goods 
should  be  sold  to  them  at  as  reasonable  rates  as  possible. 
The  presents  to  be  distributed  among  them  were  then  an- 
nounced,— ^the  governor  enjoining  it  upon  the  chiefe  to 
reserve  for  the  absent  Senecas  .their  due  proportion.*  The 
discussions  were  concluded  by  a  few  words  of  wholesome 
advice  addressed  to  the  red  chieftains  now  about  rettim- 
ing  again  to  their  own  beloved  wilds. 

Thus  far  the  proceedings  of  the  conference  had  been 
marked  by  apparant  harmony.  But  Mr.  Clinton  had  no 
sooner  ende4  his  closing  address,  than  the  Massachusetts 

1  Here  the  IndUns  requested  his  exoelleney,  that,  as  they  had  giren  the 
wer^ehout  upen  hie  deliTering  the  hatehet  to  them,  that  their  brethren  would 
now  eignity  their  approbation  of  this  article  (or.  aTOwal)  in  their  usual 
method.  Whereupon  hie  ezoellenoj  and  most  of  the  eompaay  joined  in 
shouts  with  three  hurrahs,  "-—iff.  reeordt  of  the  council  recorded  in  the  ez» 
eeuthejoumdle. 
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cBUiP.  commissioners  rose  to  express  their  disapprobation  of  that 
«..v^part  of  the  speech  of  the  sachems  in  which  they  had 
1745.  declared  that  for  the  present  instead  of  using  the  hatchet 
they  should  '*  put  it  in  their  bosoms."  The  commissioners 
stated  that  when  the  Indians  £rst  arrived  in  Albany,  they 
came  with  a  good  heart  to  enter  into  the  war  at  once ;  and 
they  attributed  their  change  of  purpose  and  desire  of  de- 
lay,  to  the  intrigues  of  the  people  of  Albany.  The  Albania 
ans,  the  commissioners  said  they  well  knew,  were  opposed 
to  having  the  Six  Kations  engaged  in  the  contest,  and 
they  doubted  not  that  the  hesitancy  which  the  chieft  bad 
manifested,  was  altogether  owing  to  their  influence.  On 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  mission  to  obtain  satisfaction 
from  the  red  men  in  Canada,  the  Massachusetts  gentlemen 
regarded  the  proposition  ba  a  mere  pretext  for  delay.  If 
satisjQEustion  were  ^ven  at  all,  as  pretended  to  be  given,  it 
would  probably  consist  of  a  small  bundle  of  skins,  of  no 
substantial  value,  and  would  be  no  atonement  at  all. 
They  were  therefore  greatiy  dissappointed  with  the  turn 
the  negotiation  had  taken.^ 

It  would  not  be  safe  to  affinn  that  this  suspicion  of  the 
Massachusetts  gentiemen  was  indulged  without  cause. 
The  Albanians, .  at  that  time,  regardless  of  the  higher  ob- 
ligations of  patriotism,  were  engaged  in  a  lucrative  con- 
traband trade  with  Montreal,  through  the  agency,  proba- 
bly, of  the  CaughnawagaS)  as  in  former  years.  Of  this 
trade  the  Six  ^N'ations  themselves  had  complained,  because 
of  the  supplies  of  ammunition  thus  .furnished  to  the 
French ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  last  preceding  message 
to  the  assttnbly,  had  reconunended  strong  measures  lor  its 
suppression.  Kevertiieless,  from  a  motive  of  policy,'-for  it 
could  have  been  prompted  by  nothing  else, — ^Mr.  Clinton 
adBfocted  suiprise  at  the  soggestiona  of  the  Massachusetts 
gentiemen,  inasmuch,  he  urged,  as  it  had  been  the  de- 
clared opinion  of  Governor  Shirley  himself^  that  it  would 

1  lismuoripi  jovnuJs  of  the  ezeontWe  oounoU. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


hOB  Of  SIB  WtLUAM  JOHSBONy  BABT.  171 

be  in  e^ery  view  snfficieiit  were  the  entire  neutraHly  of  the  oh^. 
Indians  to  be  preserved.  That  neutrality  it  was  the  strong  w^<w 
desire  of  the  Six  Nations  to  maintain  nnbroken ;  and  it  ^' 
was  to  this  end,  as  Mr.  Olinton  now  insisted  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts gentlemen,  that  some  of  their  chie&  were  in  Ca- 
nada at  the  very  time  when  the  directions  for  holding  the 
present  council  were  issued.  And  yet  before  it  was  pos* 
sible  for  them  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Canada 
Indians,  or  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  pacific  endeavors, 
greatly  to  his  surprise,  Massachusetts  had  actually  declared 
war  against  the  Indians  living  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French.  It  was  moreover  urged  as  an  additional  rear, 
son  why  the  Six  Nations  sought  the  delay,  that  many  of 
their  own  people  were  in  Canada  and  their  safety  would 
be  compromised  should  their  friends  at  home  take  up  the 
hatchet  at  once.^  Thus  closed  the  council ;  but  the  vail 
which  Mr.  Clinton  had  attempted  thus  adroitiy  to  throw 
over  the  sulgect-matter  of  the  complaints  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts gentlemen,  was  quite  too  transparent  to  be  satis- 
fcctory. 

A  new  aspect  was  imparted  to  the  case  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  night,  by  the  arrival  of  an  express  from  Mas- 
sachusetts with  intelligence  that  a  body  of  French  and  In- 
dians had  fallen  upon  oiie  of  the  block-houses  on  the  New 
England  frontier,  —  situated  at  Great  meadow,  on  the 
Connecticut  river.  On  the  next  morning,  therefore,  the 
Massachulsetts  gentlemen  applied  to  Governor  Clinton  upon 
the  subject,  urging  that  by  this  attack  of  the  French  and 
their  Indians  upon  one  of  the  king*s  forts,  the  case  had 
substantially  arisen,  in  which  he  might,  under  the  express 
agreement  of  the  Six  Nations  two  days  before,  order  them 
forthwith  upon  the  war-path,  and  that  they  would  be  bound 
to  go.  They  had  said,  that  if  before  the  expiration  of  the 
two  months  delay  for  which  they  asked,  further  acts  ot 
hostility  should  be  committed  by  the  enemy,  at  the  orders 

^  Manuioript  Joumals  of  the  executive  oounoU. 
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CHAP. of  the  governor  they  would  "strike  with  the  hatchet"* 
wyw  The  exigency  had  already  occurred,  and  the  commissioners 
1745.  jj^^^  requested  that  the  order  might  be  given, — stipulating 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  would  supply  the  Indians  with 
the  necessary  munitions  of  war  for  the  campaign,  at  their 
own  expense,  provided  they  could  be  led  forth  against  the 
enemy  at  once.  But  this  request,  after  AiU  advisement  in 
council,  was  not  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Clinton.  The  Indians 
were  not  inclined  to  immediate  war ;  nor  had  the  case  pro- 
vided for  actually  arisen,  inasmuch  as  the  attack  upon  the 
block-house  must  have  been  tnade  before  the  Six  Nations 
had  entered  into  the  engagement  referred  to.  Those  na- 
tions, moreover,  were  the  only  existing  barrier  between  the 
frontiers  of  JSTew  York  and  the  enemy ;  and  the  withdrawal 
of  that  barrier,  while  the  jfrontier  of  New  York  was  thus 
naked  and  exposed,  would  be  subjecting  the  settlements  to 
infinite  peril.  The  governor,  therefore,  could  not  consent 
to  the  proposition,  until  he  had  consulted  the  assembly, 
and  given  that  body  time  to  place  the  firontier  of  New  York 
in  a  posture  of  defence.  While,  however,  for  these  and 
other  reasons  that  were  stated,  Mr.  Olinton  declined  allow^ 
ing  th^  commissioners  the  inmiediate  aid  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, he  nevertheless  offered  a  detachment  of  militia  for 
their  assistance  at  the  expense  of  this  province.'  This 
proffer  was  declined,  and  the  Commissioners  departed — 
not,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  in  the  best  possible  humor. 

Returning  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the  general 
assembly,  after  a  short  recess,  had  resumed  its  sittings,  the 
governor,  on  the  second  of  November,  communicated  the 
results  of  his  mission  to  Albany,  by  a  special  message,  in 
which  he  took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  aggressions  of  the 

French  and  their  Indian  allies  upon  the  border  settlements 

■  I  1-        II  ■■-      ^^■-. 

iflo  the  lI«asa«hitBati9  oommiaeioiiera  insisUd,  but  the  ftot  does  not  ap- 
pear exaotljr  thus  in  the  formal  speech  preeerred  in  the  records  of  the 
ooonoil. 

'MftnoBoript  jonmala  of  the  executiTC  council. 
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of  ITew  Englandy  and  urged  the  importance  of  making  im-ciw. 
mediate  and  adequate  proTiokm  for  the  defence  of  the^^ 
northern  frontier  of  New  York.  It  was  not  known  how  ^^^^* 
strong  was  the  comhined  French  and  Indian  force  that  had 
attacked  the  fort  at  Great  meadow,  nor  how  soon  it  might 
&11  upon  some  of  the  exposed  settlements  of  this  province. 
Such  an  attack  was  certamlj  to  be  apprehended ;  and  the 
governor  pressed  home  with  earnestness  upon  the  assem- 
bly the  absolute  necessity  of  erecting  fortifications  at  the 
exposed  points,  not  only  for  the  security  of  the  out-settle- 
ments, but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  encouragement  and 
confidence  to  the  Indians,  that  they  might  be  induced,  with 
the  greater  cheerfulness,  to  join  in  the  war.  For  the  Mo- 
hawks, always  brave  themselves,  "  felt  a  ^ety  allowable  re- 
pugnance to  expose  the  lives  of  their  warriors  in  defence 
of  those  who  made  no  effort  to  defend  themselves ;  who 
were  neither  protected  by  the  arms  of  their  sovereign,  nor 
by  their  own  courage."* 

/These  admonitions  received  not  that  immediate  attention 
which  the  exigency  of  the  case  demanded;  and  but  two 
short  weeks  intervened  before  the  war-whoop,  and  the 
reddened  sky  at  the  north,  startled  the  assembly  from  its 
inaction,  and  taught  it  that  earlier  and  more  earnest  heed 
ought  to  have  been  given  to  his  excellency's  repeated  re- 
commendations. Fort  St.  Frederick,  at  Orowii  Point,  was 
at  that  period  garrisoned  with  sufficient  strength  to  enable 
its  commander,  Mr.  Yaudreuil,  to  seiid  out  strong  detach- 
ments to  annoy  the  English  settlements  at  his  pleasure. 
One  of  these  had  fallen,  as  already  stated,  upon  tiie  Great 
meadow  settlement  in  Massachusetts ;  and  at  break  of  day,  on 
the  morning  of  November  seventeenth,  a  combined  force  of 
four  hundred  French  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  Indians, 
invaded  the  fiourishing  settlement  of  Saratoga,  overcame 
the  garrison,  killed  and  took  nearly  the  entire  population 
prisoners,  and  laid  every  building  in  ashes,  excepting  a  new 
null  standing  out  of  their  course.    The  affair  is  represent- 

^  Hn.  Grant's  Memoirs  of  Madftme  Schuyler. 
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OHAP.  ed  fld  having  been  "  barbarons,*"  in  the  only  conte]&pora« 
wv^  neous  written  account  of  it  which  I  have  been  able  to  find ; 
1T46.  ^0  number  of  persouB  killed,  hovrever,  ig  not  stated.^  But 
the  slaughter  must  hare  been  conaiderable,  since  Gevemor 
Clinton,  in  a  speech  to  the  assemblj  seveial  weeks  after- 
ward, says,  *•  many  of  our  people  weremurdered.'*  Among 
the  slain  was  the  brave  Captain  Schuyler,  a  brother  of  Co- 
lonel Phillip  Schuyler.  More  than  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  taken  away,  a  miyorily  of  whom  were  blacks, — slaves, 
it  is  presumed.  Thirty  families  were  sacrificed  in  the  mas* 
sacre ;  a  description  of  the  horrors  of  which  would  be  but 
a  repetition  of  the  story  of  Schenectady,  fiHy-five  years  be- 
fore.' So  adroitly  had  the  enemy  concerted  their  plans, 
that  every  house  must  have  been  attacked  at  nearly  the 
same  instant  of  time.  One  family  only  escaped,  the  foot- 
steps of  whose  flight  were  lighted  by  the  conflagration./^ 
From  Saratoga  the  invaders  crossed  the  Hudson,  and 
swept  with  equal  desolation  the  village  of  Hoosic^  A  small 
fort  at  this  place,  commanded  by  Col.  Hawks,  made  a 
spirited  defence,  but  was  compelled  to  surrender.  These 
events  laid  the  settlements  naked  ^d  open  to  the  ravages 
of  the  enemy  down  to  the  very  gates  of  Albany,  spreading 
general  consternation  through  the  interior  of  the  province. 
The  inhabitants  in  the  settlements  most  exposed  rushed 
into  Albany  for  security ;  and  the  males  of  that  city  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  were  obliged  to  go  upon  the  wat<;ih  in  the 
environs,  each  in  his  turn  ey^ry  other  night.' 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  these  unwelcome  tidings  in 
Kew  York,the  governor  transmitted  a  message  announcing 
the  &ct0  to  the  general  assembly,   written  under  the 

1  Ms.  letter  from  Robert  Sanders,  of  Albany,  to  <'  Mr.  William  Johnson, 
merchant  at  Mount  Johnson, ''  in  which  the  writer  eajs :  In  obedience  to 
your  request  I  shaU  bear  in  mind  that  this  i«  not  the  Saratoga  watering 
place  of  modem  days,  but  Uie  old  town  of  Saratoga  lying  upon  the  margin 
of  the  Hndson  river,  rendered  yet  more  famous  in  history  by  the  surrender 
of  General  Burgoyne  upon  its  plains  in  1777. 

t  Dunlop*s  History  of  New  York. 

•Sanders's  letter. 
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strong  excitement  of  the  mome&t^  and  upbraiding  that  culf* 
body  for  its  disregard  of  those  meaanres  of  def(Nioe  which  w^ 
had  so  frequently  been  urged  upon  its  consideration.  ^'^^ 
"  The  like  was  never  known/'  he  said,  ^*  that  one  part  of  a 
goyemment  should  be  left  to  be  butdhered  by  the  enemy, 
without  assistance  from  the  other."  The  high  road  from 
Grown  Point  to  Albany,  was  now  open  to  the  enemy,  and 
he  again  called  upon  the  assembly  for  means  to  enable  him 
to  erect  a  proper  fort  at  the  canying^place,  and  such  other 
defences  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  llie  set* 
tlements  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  places  that  had  been 
destroyed.  Further  provision  was  also  demanded  for  the 
Indian  service,  the  exigence  having  now  occorred  which 
would  authorise  the  governor  to  call  the  Six  Nations  fortb* 
with  into  the  service.  Supplies  were  moreover  indispenB^ 
able  for  subsisting  the  troops  and  militia  ft^m  the  cily, 
and  the  lower  counties  which  tnust  be  detailed  to  the  north 
for  its  protection.  The  sharp  tone  of  the  message  gave 
offence.  And  yet  it  was  vety  natural  that  the  governor, 
who  certunly  was  diargeable  with  no  neglect  of  du^  him- 
self, should  speak  to  tiiose  who  were,  in  terms  of  earnest- 
ness, if  not  of  reproo£^ 

Suppressing  their  resentment  at  the  governor's  tartness, 
for  the  moment,  however,  the  assembly  declared  its  readi- 
ness at  ail  times,  ^^  to  concur,  cheerftdly,  in  eveiy  reasonable 
measure  for  the  honor  of  his  migesty,  and  for  the  wel&re 
and  security  of  this  colony ;  for  the  assistance,  also,  of  our 
neighbors,  and  for  any  well-concerted  plan,  consistent  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  for  distressing  and  har> 
rassing  the  enemy.'*  As  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity  in 
this  declaration,  bills  were  passed  making  liberal  appropri- 
ations for  the  service,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  for 
building  the  oft-recommended  fortress  at  the  carrying-place, 

mhuamiHl^Bmlih,  th«iihosoT«ni«r'«ifffitalioB  witkaotMembly 
lAd  bM&  «zeli«d  A  fdw  dayt  IwfMre  iha  rMtipi  of  tke  new*  from  Sanitog*, 
hj  Us  prooeodings  in  the  omo  of  the  eonieeted  eleotioB  of  Idvard  HollMid» 
to  whioh  traiuMtion  I  shaU  hs¥0  ooosaioa  «kuii  to  adTort. 
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OHAP.  and  for  rebuilding  tbe  fort  at  Saratoga.  A  resolution  was 
v.v^  also  adopted  authorizing  bounties  to  be  given  for  acalps, 
1745.  taken  either  by  white  men  or  Indians,  provided  that  that 
barbarous  mode  of  warfare  should  bo  resorted  to  in  the 
first  instance  by  the  enemy.  Having  done  thus  much  for 
the  military  service,  and  passed  the  annual  salary  and  sup- 
ply bills,  the  assembly  adjourned  over  from  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  iN'ovember  to  the  seventeenth  of  December, 
"  then  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Eear  Admiral  Warren,  in 
Greenwich.*'^ 

Early  in  December  an  important  letter  was  laid  befoi^e 
the  privy  council  from  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  requesting 
the  governor  to  send  up  three  hundred  men  from  the 
militia  of  this  lower  counties  for  the  defence  of  Albany 
and  Schenectady,  and  also  askmg  for  the  immediate  re- 
building of  the  fort  at  Saratoga  where  his  brother  had 
been  slain.  These  requests  had  been  in  part  anticipated 
by  the  governor,  tiie  two  companies  of  independent  fu- 
sileers  stationed  in  ISfew  York  having  been  .ordered  upon 
that  service^  who  were  then  on. their  way.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing the  pressing  nature  of  the  emergency,  the  re- 
moval of  these  troops  from  the  metropolis  caused  dissatis- 
fstction,  and  the  loc^l  militia  refused  to  perform  duty  as 
sentinels  at  the  governor's  residence,  or  at  any  other 
place  save  within*  the  walls  of  the  fort.  Conceiving  this 
conduct  a  high  personal  indignity,  the  attention  of  the 
executive  coui^cil  was  palled  to  the  subject,  by  whom  an 
order  was  passed  directing  that  the  refractory  conscripts 
should  be  compelled  to  perform  the  duty  required.*  In 
addition  to  the  fusileers,  a  competent  number  of  the  mili- 
tia were  drafted  for  the  frontier  service,  which  was  not 
very  desirable  to  the  yeomanry  of  the  counties,  espe- 
cially in  winter;  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  among 
■  I  ■  ■  — .  *  ..I    ■  ■ 

1  Sm  journals  of  the  oolonial  assembly.  The  preTalenee  of  the  smaU- 
poz  in  the  oit7,--»the  simple  antidote  ta  that  terrible  disease  of  Dr.  Jenner 
not  having  been  disooTered  until  nearly  half  aoentiirj  afterirard—renderinf 
the  ehange  expedient 

*  Manuseript  Journals  of  th«  ezMntlre  oonnoil. 
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them,  manifested  in  several  respecte,  but  particularly  in  ^^'f^' 
their  refusal  to  aid  in  building  the  fort  at  Saratoga,  gaye'-^v^ 
Colonel  Schuyler  no  small  amount  of  trouble.^  Thwe 
was  probably  cause  for  dissatisfiiction  among  these  levies, 
to  some  extent,  arising  not  only  from  an  iU-«upplied  com- 
missariat, and  the  consequent  absence  of  many  things 
necessary  for  their  comfort  in  a  rigorous  winter  climate,  biit 
also  from  the  want  of  a  hospital  for  the  sicl^  there  being 
none  at  Albany.  iKTevertheless  the  ^ork  4t  Saratoga 
went  slowly  forward,  by  such  asBistaace  as  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  people  ii^  that  part  of  the  country,  covered 
by  patrols  of  a  few  militia  and  about  forty  Indians  upon 
whom  Schuyler  had  preyftiled  to  engage  in  that  service. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  winter  set  in  gloomily.  The 
entire  frontier  of  DT^w  England  and  New  Yoric  was  ex- 
posed to  the  incursions  of  an  agile  ai^d  subtle  enemy, 
certain  to  strike  if  opportunity  presented,  and  yet  equally 
certain  to  conceal  the  point  of  attack  until  the  Ml  of  the 
Wow.  On  the  eleventh  ofDecember,  Mr.  Low,  governor  of 
Connecticut,  wrote  to  Mr.  Clinton  ^ba,t  a  force  of  six  hnnd- 
ted  Frenchmen  and  Indians  was  InTesting  St^cfcbzidge, 
agcdnst  whom  he  had  ordered  a  fottoe  to  march  with  aU 
posdblo  alacrity.  Several  months  previoualy,  tiie  gavex^ 
nor  of  Georgia  had  written  that  he  had  been. advised 
tJirou^  the  Chickasaws  of  a  general  movement  againjat 
the  northern  colonies;,  by  the  Indians  as  remote  ev^n  as  the 
MiflCAssippi  valley,  acting  in  alliance  with  those  upon  the 
great  lakes, — all  of  whom  had  been  instigated  against  the 
English  by  the  French  governor  at  New  Orleans.  This 
rumor  waa  now  received  through  a  different  channe],  with 
tiie  additional  statement  that  these  difitsmt  Indians  were  to 
join  the  French  from  Canada,  and  strike  frpm  the  west- 
ward upon  the  settlements  of  Orange,  Ulster,  and  Albany 
eounties,— especially  upon  the  towns  of  Esopus  and  Mini- 

1  Mannteript  journals  of  «zeoatiao  oonnail,  oomeponcUStaoe  <t  iU^mA 
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'mAf.  amk, — and  also  upon  the  frontiers  of  Kew  Jersey  and 
«^  Pennsylyania ;  while  certain  stLspicious  movements  among 
^745.  ^Q  clans  of  Indians  yet  rem^dning  in  Orange  and  Ulster, 
who  had  withdrawn  themselves  suddenly  from  their  hunt- 
ing-groundsy  served  to  strengthen  the  apprehension.  But 
in  regard  to  these  latter  clans,  the  alarm  was  allayed  in  a 
short  time  by  a  communication  from  Colonel  DeEay,  of 
Orange,  who  had  induced  them  to  come  back  and  renew 
the  chain  of  their  covenant.  The  colonel  was  actually 
bound  to  some  of  their  chiefe  by  a  chain,  for  an  hour  or 
more,  atth^ir  request,  as  an  evidence  that  the  two  peo- 
ples were  ftat  bound  to  each  other.^ 

Meantinie  the  general  assembly  met  again  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  December,  the  session  being  opened  by  a  speech, 
short  and  to  th6  purpose.  After  a  brief  statement  of  the 
measures  he  had  adopted  for  the  public  defence  diping  the 
recess,  and  asking  for  such  an  appropriation  as  would  enable 
him  to  build  a  fort  of  stone,  ^^  large  and  strong,"  at  the 
locality  so  often  designated  north  of  Albany,  to  guard  the 
carrying-place  between  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake 
Ohamplain,  the  governor  again  urged  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  would  enable  him  to  form  a  union  for 
the  more  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  with  the  other 
colonies,  a  proposition  which  had  again  been  pressed  upon 
his  consideration  by  the  government  of  Massachusetts. 
Some  action  of  this  kind  had  become  the  more  necessaiy, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  French 
were  organizing  a  powerful  force  in  Canada,  with  the  de- 
sign of  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  New  York.  Among 
Ihe  documents  communicated  with  the  speech,  was  a  let- 
ter from  Doctor  Colden,  dated  at  Coldenham,  in  the 
county  of  Orange,  stating  that  the  French  had  now  a 
considerable  party  among  the  Six  Nations,  industriously 
engaged  in  sowing  the  seeds  of  disaffection,  and  in 
promoting   their  own  interests.     Certain  it  was,    that 

*  Msnnaeript  Jonrnala  of  the  executiTe  oounofl. 
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by  means  of  some  adverse  influence,  the  Confederates  cHAt. 
were  again  occupying  a  donbtfol  position.    Tins  appears  ^^^^ 
from  the  fact,  that  immediately  after  the  disaster  at  Sara-  ^^^* 
toga,  the  governor  had  directed  the  Indian  commission- 
ers at  Albany,  to  send  an  interpreter  into  the  Iroquois 
country,  requiring  of  them  a  compliance  with  their  en-       ^ 
gagements  in  such  a  contingency,  made  at  the  treaty.    The 
order  for  them  to  '^draw  the  hatchet  from  their  bosoms,'' 
and  proceed  immediiktely  against  the  enemy^  was  peremp* 
tory.    But  the  chie&  refrised  a  compliance  with  the  man-* 
date ;  and  the  commissioners,  in  announdng  the  result  of : 
the  mission,  suggested  the  cdling  of  another  council 
larger  than  the  former,  at  which  they  thought  it  would  be 
necessary  to  send  the  Indians  off  upon  some  expedition 
before  they  should  return  to  their  castlest^     This  unex^ 
pected  information  was  announced  to  the  general  assem* 
bly  by  a  special  message ;    and  the  dispatch  from  the 
commissioners  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  execu- 
tive council  for  consideration. 

But  notwithstanding  the  irritation  which  the  fiutUess*- 
nesi^  of  the  Indians  was  so  well  calculated  to  produce,  Mr« 
Horsmanden,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  reference, 
made  to  able  and  humane  report,  going  so  &r  in  extenxt^- 
ation  of  their  conduct  as  almost  to  justify  their  sullen  re« 
frisal  to  enter  into  the  war.  It  was  considered  that  they 
were  a  scattered  people,  and  their  cantons  remote 
from  each  other;  and  whatever  other  platudble  pretexts 
they  might  themselves  assign  for  their  conduct,  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  they  were  under  temble  apprehen- 
sions for  the  safety  of  their  own  wives  and  children, 
should  they  engage  in  the  contest,  since  in  the  absence  of 
their  warriors,  who  were  to  protect  their  own  country  from 
the  French  and  their  Indians?  The  cominittee  there- 
fore recommended  that  forts  and  garrisons  should  be  es- 
tablished in  the  country  of  the  Confederates,  as  places  of 
security  for  the  women  and  children,  and  the  old  men,  in 

^BlAatiMript  journals  of  the  exeoatiTO  cott&<}il. 
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cmjp.  case  of  inyaBion.  ThiB  measure  would  ^ve  confideuce  to 
^..^the  ehie&;  and  the  comnuttee  therefore  Teeommended  a 
1745.  oorrespondence  with  the  other  coloaies  upon  the  subject, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  assistance  in  the  erection  of  the 
works  proposed.^ 
1745.  The  inaportanee  of  an  alliance  with  the  New  England 
colonies^  both  for  mutual  security,  and  for  offansive  and 
defensive  operationSy  was  by  this  time  becoming  more  ob- 
vious, aiid  the  recommendations  of  the  governor  began 
now  to  be  received  with  greater  favor  by  the  assembly 
than  {ffevious  to  this  threatened  Indian  defection.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  twenty*fourth  of  Januaiy  the  house  asked  of 
tke  council  its  concurrence  in  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  upon  the  state  of  the  colony. 
The  propositioii  was  aoceeded  to ;  and  the  result  of  their 
deliberatioBs,  after  their  action  had  been  aj^  quickened 
by  an  indian  alarm,  was  tiie  sanction,  in  the  spiing,  of  the 
piqjeo*  wki'eh  had  been  so  long  and  so  much  desired  by 
the  executive,  and  so  blindly  reusted  by  ^  irepresenta- 
tms  of  the  pMple*'  The  commissionexa  i^ppintad  to 
confer  with  those  fi^om  New  England^  were  Philip.  Iiiving- 
afani^  Dasiiei  Hoesmaadftn,  and  Joseph.  Murray^,  of  the 
ooimcH;  Philip  Yerplaoek  and  Willi^ualfidxol^  of  the 
asoemMy* 

An  improved  spirit  of  liberality  was  likewise  evinced  as 
to  a])ipFopriationB  for  tiie  public  de&nce,  and  for  other 
brancfafes  of  the  bervioe.  Yet  the  proceediugs  of  the  As- 
sembly,, upon  some  of  these  measures  at  least,  were  not 
characterized  by  the  greatest  haipnony.  There  was  an  in- 
creasing hostility  in  the  lower  house  against  the  governor ; 
the  assembly  and  council  were  at  odds  upon  a  question  of 
parliamentary  law,  involving,  indirectly,  the  royal  preroga- 

^Maniucript  Journals  of  the  exeoutlye  counoil. 

'The  oomxnittee  on  the  pari  of  the  coaneil,  reoommending  thia  course,  ooa- 
fllsied  of  Chief  Justice  DeLaneey,  Joseph  Murray,  Daniel  Horsonaaden,  and 
John  Meare»  On  the  part  of  the  house,  the  committee  consisted  of  Mr. 
Clarkson,  Captain  Biohards,  M^jor  Van  Home,  Mr.  Cruger,  Mr.  Verplanck, 
Colonel  Beekman,  Captain  Livingston,  and  Colonel  Chambers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lira  OV  SIR  WtLLUK  JOWSBONy  BABT,  181 

tive,  and  finally,  the  membefs  of  the  assembly  fell  intociuF. 
discreditable  fends  among  themselves  tonching  the  distrirwvl' 
bntion  of  the  public  burdens  among  their  reqpective  conn-  ^'^^* 
ties.^  The  mixed  qnestion  of  parliamentary  law  and  pre- 
rogatave,  arose  on  a  disagreement  between  the  legislative 
conneil  and  the  assembly,  upon  the  details  of  a  bill  au- 
thorizing an  emission  of  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of 
ten  thousand  pounds.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  bill, 
the  assembly  had  inquired  of  the  governor  whether  he 
had  any  olgeotion  to  an  emission  of  paper  money  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  country ;  to  which  question  the  proper 
answer  was  j^ven  by  Mr.  Clinton,  that  ^^  when  the  bill  came 
to  him  he  would  declare  his  opinion."'  The  bill  was  there- 
fore introduced  and  passed  by  the  assembly ;  but  the  coun. 
dl,  disapproving  of  certain  of  its  provisions,  requested  a 
conference.  The  assembly,  however,  declared  that  inas- 
much as  it  was  a  money  bill,  they  would  consent  to  no  such 
course  upon  the  subject.  The  council  thereupon  summar 
lily  rejected  the  bill,  and  sent  up  an  address  to  the  govern- 
or, written  by  the  chief  justice,  BeLancey,  setting  forth 
their  reasons^  by  which  their  course  had  been  governed. 
One  of  the  objections  to  the  bill,  according  to  this  repre** 
sentation,  was  found  in  the  £Bkct,  *^  that  the  money  proposed 
to  be  raised  bytiie  bill  was  not  granted  to  his  miyesty,  or 
to  be  issued  by  warrants  in  council,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  and  as  has  usually  been  done."  This  objection  in- 
volved the  old  question  of  the  royal  prerogative — nothmg 
more.  On  the  subject  of  the  right  claimed  by  the  assem- 
bly of  exclusive  power  over  the  details  of  money  bills,  the 
address  asserted  "  the  iequal  right  of  the  council  to  exercise 
their  judgments  upon  these  bills."  Various  other  ob- 
jections of  detail  were  suggested;  but  the  two  points  spe- 
cified above,  were  the  only  grounds  of  principle  upon  which 
the  council  relied  in  justification  of  its  course.  Tet  the 
unreasonableness  of  the  assumption  of  the  house,  that  the 

1  Smith's  mttory  of  Nwt  Tork^iQh  U,  p.  94. 
>Ibid,p.  96. 
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CHAP,  council  should  not  be  allowed  even  to  point  out  and  rectify 
*-v-'tlie  defects  of  anything  which  they  chose  to  call  a  money 
^^**-  bill,  was  argued  at  considerable  length.^ 

Just  at  this  point  of  collision,  the  small  pox,  which  had 
driven  the  assembly  from  the  city,  appeared  in  Greenwich, 
producing  a  panic  that  for  several  days  entirely  arrested 
the  course  of  buisiness.  The  assembly  prayed  for  a  recess 
from  the  ninth  of  March  to  the  twelfth  of  April,  and  also 
for  leave  to  adjourn  their  sittings  to  some  other  place.  Ja<- 
maica  and  Brooklyn  were  suggested ;  but  in  the  opinion 
of  the  governor  the  demands  of  the  public  service  forbade 
so  long  an  mterregnum,  and  he  therefore  directed  their  ad- 
journment for  a  week,  then  to  meet  in  the  borough  of 
Westchester.  They  convened  there  accordingly ;  but  the 
inconvenience  of  the  locality  was  such  that  the  members 
begged  permission  to  adjourn,  even  back  to  the  infected 
city  again,  rather  than  remain  where  they  were.  In  the 
end  the  governor  directed  them  to  adjourn  to  Brooklyn,  at 
which  place  the  transaction .  of  business  was  resumed  on 
the  twentieth  of  March,  on  which  day  an  address  to  the 
governor  was  ordered  to  be  prepared,  in  answer  to  that  of 
the  council  respecting  the  rejection  of  the  before  mentioned 
revenue  bill. 

Whether  such  an  address  was  prepared  or  not,  the  jour- 
nals of  the  assembly  afford  no  information ;  but  the  bill 
appears  to  have  died  between  the  two  houses.  Still,  the 
dangers  and  necessities  of  the  country  were  such  as  to  for- 
bid inaction,  whatever  might  become  of  questions  of  pre- 
rogative, or  of  legislative  etiquette.  Letters  from  the  in- 
terior were  pouring  in  upon  the  governor  and  council 
full  of  alarming  reports,  and  asking  for  assistance  at  va- 
rious points.  The  inhabitants  of  Einderhook  and  Clave- 
rack,  now  that  the  fort  at  Hoosic  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  settlement  deserted,  petitioned  for  the  erection  of  a 
couple  of  block-houses  for  their  security ;  large  parties  of 

I  JonrnAls  of  the  legiaUtiTe  oovnofl,  from  tiie  proceedings  ai  length. 
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the  enemy  were  traversing  the  country  about  Saratoga,  cbap. 
the  garrison  of  which,  weak  and  uneasy,  threatened  de-v-^— ' 
sertion;  parties  both  of  French  and  Indians  were  infesting  ^''^^• 
the  environs  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  destroying  pro- 
perty, and  killing  and  scalping,  or  snatching  into  captivity 
Buch  of  the  inhabitants  as  ventured  beyond  the  walls ;  the 
emissaries  of  the  French,  of  whom  the  Jesuit  priest,  Jean 
Coeur,  was  the  leader,  were  holding  the  Six  Nations  in 
check,  and  preventing  them  from  going  upon  the  waf -path, 
while  advices  were  received  from  the  Ganajoharie  castle 
that  the  governor  of  Canada  had  invited  the  Confederates 
to  a  meeting  with  him  at  Onondaga,  which  invitation  had 
been  accepted.^  The  settlements  in  the  interior,  not  ex< 
cepting  the  considerable  towns  of  Albany  and  Schenecta- 
dy, were,  therefore,  in  a  state  of  general  panic.  A  stronger 
principle  than  that  of  prerogative,  if  not  than  that  of  po- 
litical liberty,  demanded,  with  irresistible  emphasis,  some 
efficient  action  from  the  legislature.  Before  the  close  of 
the  session,  therefore,  another  revenue  bill,  originating  in 
a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  yet  making  no  essential  con« 
cession  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
was  passed  by  both  houses,  and  received  the  signature  of 
the  governor. 

This  bill  provided  for  raising  a  supply  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  by  a  tax  on  estates,  real  and  personal,  and  for 
euiitting  bills  of  credit  to  the  same  amount  for  the  public 

1  Mb.  joumala  and  oorrespondenoe  of  the  ezeoutiTe  oonnoil.  Among  the 
letters  written  abont  this  time  was  one  from  the  Indian  commissioners  stating 
that  certain  persons  for  a  suitable  compensation  were  wiUing  to  undertake 
to  bring  Jean  Coeur  from  the  Seneca  country  to  Albany.  The  commission^ 
ers  thought  it  an  important  object,  but  it  seems  not  to  haye  been  acted  upon. 
A  letter  was  also  reeeiTod  from  Arent  Sterens,  a  landholder  residing  at  the 
Oani^harie  oastle,  annonnoing  that  the  Cavghnawaga  Indians  had  sent  a 
belt  from  Canada,  desiring  to  come  back  to  reside  in  their  natiTe  Talley. 
On  the  same  day  a  communication  was  receired  from  John  Henry  Lydius, 
who  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Caughnawagas,  proposing  a  scheme 
for  penpadlag  them  to  the  same  course.  But  these  suggestions  came  to 
nothing. 
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CHAP,  service,  and  creating  a  sinking  fund  for  their  redemption.^ 
s..^  But  though  the  bill  was  pasaed  by  the  council  without 
1746.  amendment,  it  did  not  get  through  wholly  without  oj^o- 
sition.  Ohief  Justice  DeLancey,  usually  among  the  most 
strenuous  supporters  of  the  prerogatiyes  of  the  crown,  it 
is  true,  yielded  his  hostility  to  the  popular  demand ;  but 
Mr.  Rutherford  recorded  his  protest  upon  the  journals  of 
the  council  at  length.  His  objections  were  manifold  as  to 
the  details  of  the  bill,  but  the  objection  in  chief  was  one 
of  principle*  The  bill,  he  contended,  proposed  a  method 
of  raising  a  revenue  which  should  be  resorted  to  only  in 
case  of  extreme  necessity;  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
raised,  was  to  be  appliied  wholly  to  the  object  set  forth  in 
the  bill ; — the  points  of  defiance  designated  would  be  en-* 
tirely  insufficient  for  the  protection  of  Albany  countp^  ;-^ 
but  above,  and  more  than  all,  the  Assembly  had  in  the  bill 
encroached  upon  the  royal  prerogative  by  nominating  offi* 
cers  to  receive  and  apply  the  money  to  be  raised,  and  by 
designating  the  sites  of  the  defences  to  be  constructed,—^ 
duties  properly  belonging  to  the  commander-in-6faie£ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  majority  of  the  council  caused 
to  be  entered  upon  the  journals,  the  reasons  which  impelled 
them  to  vote  for  the  bill.  These  were,  in  chief,  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  at  large,  and  especially  the  perilous 
condition  of  the  frontier, — the  enemy  having  appeared  in 
the  environs  both  of  Albany  and  Schenoctady,  where  seve- 
ral bloody  outrages  had  been  committed,  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Rutherford's  objections  touching  the  prerogative,  the 
majority  of  the  council  said  that  the  provisions  objected  to 
had  been  inserted,  and  the  officers  designated  in  the  bill 

1  Th«  annval  Uk  by  which  it  wis  proposed  that  the  bills  sbovld  be  re- 
deemed in  three  years,  anosnted  to  the  Ma  of  iS4»8Sl.  10s.  8d  The  «p- 
portionment  was  as  follows  :^New  York  £1,444  SSi  lid.  ;«-.Att>aiiy,  £622. 
S«.  9} ;— Kings,  £264. 18<.  Oid;-.^«en8,  £487.  St.  6f^;^Snffolk,  £48S.  6$, 
Si(.  ;^BidbnMnd,  £181.  8«.  S^^i.  ;>«Wesiohester,  £240.  14c  8i<^.  ;^inster, 
£898.  18i.  9i«J;--Orange,  £14C  8«.  10i<f  ;^Ihit«hfles,  £180.  lie  liii$--T<H 
tal,  £4,881.  lOt.  8rf. 
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named,  with  the  consent  of  the  g;ovemor.  It  will  be  at  cbj^. 
once  perceived  that  this  arrangement  with' the  execntivos-tyl/ 
was  a  mere  subterfuge.  The  victoty  was  with  th^  repre-  ^^*^- 
sentatives  of  the  people.  And  it  was  signal;'  deserting ^of 
special  note  as  markifag  the  progress  of  the  jgreat  princi- 
ples 6f  popular  liberty.*  '  '  '  '  ■'  '• 
The  genetal  asseidblty  had  now  been  iii  siessiob,  'with  ft 
very  few  brief  iijtewtiissions,  foriiearly  a  twelveni6nth,  and 
although  it  had  done  mtrch',  y^t  the'fraits<!rf*  its  ftboi*i^  were 
not  altogether  satisfectoiy:  111  addition  ta  the  passage  of 
the  revenue  bill  as' already  reheaifeed,  aresdltitiOii  had brieh 
adopted  ditectSng  the  construction  bf  iii  strong  block-^ 
houses,  three  of  the  nimiber  to'bepiaini^d'  iiietWib^iei  %M« 
south-west  frontier  garrison  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  post 
at  Saratoga ;  and  the  other  three  between  Saratoga  and 
Port  William  in  the  upper  Mohawk  country.  The  appro- 
priation for  these  objects,  however,  had  been  diverted  from 
the  greater  and  more  essential  projects  of  a  substantial 
fortress  at  the  canying-place,— orders  for  the  construction 
of  which  had  been  given  by  the  governor  early  in  the 
preceding  winter,  and  without  which  there  could  be  na  se- 
curity against  iuvasions  from  Crown  Point  at  the  pleasure 
of  its  commander.  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were 
voted  for  repairing  the  works  at  Oswego  ;  three  thousand 
three  hxmdred  and  seventy-five  pounds  were  directed  to  be 
raised  by  lottery,  to  be  applied  to  the  defences  of  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York ; — ^the  fort  at  Schenectady  was 
directed  to  be  repaired ; — a  corps  of  rangers  were  to  be  or- 
ganized fo??  the  protection  of  the  western  lines  of  Ulster 
and  Orange  counties ; — ^the  militia  laws  were  amended  with 
a  view  to  their  greater  vigor,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes 
of  the  governor ; — and  tiie  resolution  of  the  preceding 
session,  offering  a  bounty  upon  scalps,  was  enacted  into  a 
law.  But  although  the  fortress  of  Louisburg  was  threat- 
ened with  a  formidable  attack  from  France,  and  although 

governor  Shirley,  Sir  William  Pepperell,  and  Adnfiral 
—  * 

1  S«e  the  prooeedings  ai  large  in  ihe  JonmaiB  of  the  legislatire  oounoi}. 
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ORAF.  Warren  had  been  presBing  Mr.  Clinton  for  months  to  ^end 
w^  forward  the  quota  of  reinforcements  which  Kew  York  had 
1746-  j^QQj^  required  to  supply,  yet  the  assembly  peremptorily 
refused  a  compliance  with  the  demand.  They  would  not 
even  provide  a  convoy  to  guard  a  transport  ship  then  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  destined  to  the  assistance  of  that 
garrison,  which  had  been  greatly  weakened  by  fever  and 
other  causes.  There  had  indeed  been  from  the  first  a  re- 
luctance in  the  assembly  to  coi^rate  with  the  New  Eng- 
land colonies  in  regard  to  the  conquest  of  Cape  Breton, 
not  wholly  susceptible  of  explanation ;  but  for  their  present 
oounie  at  least  a  plausible  excuse  was  found  in  the  weak 
and  aiposed  condition  of  their  own  colony. 
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1746. 

The  period  is  now  approached  at  which  the  long,  ardu-  ohap. 
oua,  and  in  many  respects  brilliant  public  career  of  Sir,,.^ 
William  Johnson  conamenced.  Daring  the  stirring  scenes  1746. 
rehearsed  in  the  two  preceding  chapters^  Mr.  Johnson 
had  been  pushing  his  fortunes  as  a  private  citizen^  with  a 
degree  of  discernment  and  energy  that  marked  him  as  no 
common  man.  His  removal  from  the  south  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Mohawk  river^  has  already  been  noted.  In 
the  year  1744  he  erected  a  valuable  flouring  mill  upon  the 
brisk  stream  falling  into  the  Mohawk  about  two  miles 
west  of  the  Chucktanunda  creek,  in  the  town  of  Amster-* 
dam, — where  he  also  built  an  elegapt  stone  mansion  for 
his  own  residence ;  conferring  upon  the  estate  the  name  of 
Mount  Johnson.  Kot  only  thus  early  had  he  become 
known  to  Governor  Clinton,  but  a  correspondence  was 
shortly  afterward  commenced  between  them  which  soon 
became  close  and  confidential ;  and  their  acquaintance 
ultimately  ripened  into  the  relations  of  cordial  intimacy. 
It  is  very  probable  that  Johnson's  introduction  to  the  new 
governor  at  so  early  a  period  of  his  administration,  ws^ 
eflfected  by  Mr,  DeLancey,  the  chief  justice,  whose  daugh- 
ter it  will  be  remembered  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Peter  Wsj:- 
ren,  and  consequently  the  aunt,  by  marriage,  of  the  young 
adventurer.  Mr.  Clinton,  almost  immediately  on  coming 
to  the  government,  had  resigned  himself  passively  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  chief  justice;^  and  that  sagacious 
jurisconsult,  would  scarce  be  sk)W  to  advance  t]ie  fortunes 
of  a  family  connexion,  whose  talents,  sagacity,  and  enter- 


1  Vide  Moit.  Hut,  OolUctkma^  toL  xiii,  p.  79. 
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CHAP,  prise  pointed  Mm  out  as  a  man  who  might  ond  day  be  of 

w^,—/ importance  in  sustaining  his  own  interests.      Political 

1746.  friendships,   however,   are  seldom  constant  or  enduring ; 

and  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  that  the  subsequent  relations 

— at  least  for  a  time — between  DeLanceyand  Johnson, 

form  no  exception  to  the  remark. 

During  the  years  1744  and  1745,  Mr.  Johnson's  atten- 
tion must  have  been  closely  applied  to  his  own  commer- 
•^  cial  affaii*s,  alteady  widely  extended.  From  his  corre- 
spondence it  appears  that  he  was  in  both  those  years  ofteh 
shipping  furs  to  London,  and  was  likewise  engaged  in  the 
flour  trade  with  the  West  India  islands, — making  ship- 
•  ments  also  to  Curracoa  and  Halifax.^  Still  his  time  was 
not  thus  exclusively  occupied,  since  it  appears  that  in  the 
month  of  April,  1745,  he  was  commissioned  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  coimty  of  Albany — 
being  the  first  official  appointment  conferred  upon  him.* 
He  was  moreover  beginning  to  participate  actively  in  the 
political  concerns  of  tiie  colony,  his  influence  being  put  in 
requisition  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  ihentioned  year,  to  aid 
in  the  return  of  his  friend  Mr.  Holland  to  the  general  as- 
sembly for  the  township  of  Schenectady.  The  election 
of  this  gentleman  was  strongly  desired  by  the  governor, — 
a  reason  of  itself  sufficient  to  enlist  the-  exertions  of 
Johnson.  Holland  was  returned ;  but  in  order  to  annoy 
the  governor,  the  assembly,  upon  a  flimsy  pretext,  insuffi- 
cient in  law,  and  in  every  other  respect  entirely  indefensi- 
ble; excluded  him  from  his  seat,  as  has  been  mentioned  in 
a  note  upon  a  preceding  page.  Justiy  indignant  at  this 
unjustifiable  procedure  toward  his  favorite,  Mr.  Clinton 
manifested  his  feelings  by  the  acrimony  of  his  message 
terminating  the  session.  The  rejection  of  Mr.  Holland 
was  nevertheless  the  making  of  his  political  fortunes,  in- 
asmuch as  it  procured  for  him  the  mayoralty  of  the  city 
of  New  York  and  a  seat  at  the  council  board. 

ipriTftto  oorreBpondenoe  in  manosoripi. 

'Muiiuoripi  letUr  of  Edward  HoUand  eaoloting  the  oommiosioB. 
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As  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  tibe  date  of  Mr.cBAf. 
Johnson's  marriage,  so  likewise  have  I  found  it  impossible  wj!;^ 
to  ascertain  the  time  of  his  wife's  decease.  It  has  always  ^'^*^- 
been  understood  l^t  she  died  yoimg;  but  a  few  years  af- 
ter their  union ;  and  before  her  husband  had  acquired 
either  civil  or  militaiy  renown ;  yet  not-until  after  she  had 
given  birth  to  a  son, — afterward  Sir  John  Johnson,— rand 
to  two  daughters, — ^Mary  and  J^ancy.  But  although  the 
exact  time  of  her  death  cannot  be  determined,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  took  place  at  least  as  early  as  the 
summer  of  1745.  It  has  ahready  been  noted,  more  than 
once,  that  it  was  Mr.  Johnson's  policy  to  cultivate  an  in^ 
timate  acquaintance  with  the  Indians.  Being^  largely  en- 
gaged in  commerce  with  them,  his  fiunlitiea  to  that  end 
were  great ;  and  no  white  man  perhaps,  ever  succeded  in 
more  entirely  winning  their  confidence.  He  mingled 
with  them  freely;  joined  in  their  sports;  and  at  pleasure 
assumed  both  their  costumes  and  their  manners,  and  cast 
them  aside,  as  circumstances  might  require.  He  was  con* 
sequently  fSast  gaining  an  asoendency  over  them  upon 
which  the  French  looked  with  exceeding  jealousyi  It  be« 
came  therefore  an  object  tnth  the  latter  either  to  out,  or  to 
take  him  ojBT— an  object  which  it  will  presently  appear  was 
serioMly  meditated  in  the  autunm  of  1745.  Among  the 
private  letters  of  Mr.  Johnson  escaping  the  ravages  of 
time  and  chance,  is  one  from  Mr.  James  Wilson,  of 
Albany,  addressed  to  "  William  Johnson  Esquire,"  and 
dated  "November  2eth,  1745,"  from  which  the  following 
passage  is  extracted : — "  Mother  desires  you  to  come  down 
and  live  here  this  winter,  until  these  troublesome  times 
are  a  little  over.  They  have  kept  a  room  on  puipose  for 
you,  and  they  beg  that  you  will  send  down  the  best  of 
your  things  directly.  There  is  room  enough  for  your 
servants,  if  you  will  bring  them  down.  I  would  not  have 
you  stay  at  your  own  house,  for  the  French  have  told  our 
Indians  that  they  wiU  have  you  dead  or  alive,  because  you 
are  a  relation  of  Captain  Warren,  their  great  adversary. 
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CM.  Ther^re  I  beg  yon  will  not  be  too  reftolnte  and  stay.  If 
v-v^you  will  not  come  yonrselj^  I  beg  you  will  send  your 
1746.  books  and  papers,  and  the  best  of  your  things."  The  en- 
lire  sUenoe  of  this  letter  in  regard  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  and 
the  appropriation  of  only  a  single  r6om  for  his  oocupanoy, 
induces- the  supposition  that  she  must  have  died  previouA 
to  ihe  time  when  it  was  written.  Still  this  conclusion  is 
merely  conjectural ;  and  to  say  the  truth,  but  little  can  be 
ascertained  respecting  Mr.  Johnson's  domestic  relations 
for  several  years  of  this  portion  of  his  life. 

Resuming  then,  the  course  of  public  events :  The  views 
of  Governor  Shirley  were  compt eheneive,  and  in  planning 
the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  theyhadby.no  means 
been  confined  to  the  reduction  of  that  island.  His  design 
comprehended  nothing  short  of  another  eiSort  for  the  entire 
subjugation  of  Oanada^^-'^ui  object  that  had  Several  tUnes 
been  attempt^  but  always  without  sueOess«  The  conquest 
of  Louisburg  by  the  provincialfl,  aided  by  the  fleets  af- 
forded strong  encouragement  for  attemj^ting  the  .larger 
enterprise*  With  this  great  design  uppermost  in  his  mind, 
Shirley  made,  a  visit  to  Louisburg  afte^  its  £ill,  to.  confer 
upon  the  project  with  Fepperell  and  Warren.  In  the  flush 
of  their  late  brilliant  sucoesS)  his  views  were  wannly  second^- 
ed  by  those  officers ;  and  such  representations  were.made 
to  the  ministers  at  home  as  prevailed  upon  thQm  to  approve 
the  undertaking.  .  .A  circular  was  accprdingly  issued  by  the 
duke  of  ilfewcastle,  on  the  ninth.of  April,  174^,  directed 
to  the  governors  of  all  the  British,  American  colonies, 
south  to  Virginia  inclusive,  requiring  them,  to  raise  as  many 
men  as  they  could  spare,  and  form  them- into  companies  of 
one  hundred  each,  to  be  in  readiness  for  taking  the  field. 
The  design  was  to  attack  the  enemy's  territory  simultane- 
ously from  two  directions.  .  The  Kew  England  troops,  to 
be  first  in  motion,  were  to  proceed  to  Louisburg,  there  to 
be  joined  by  a  squadron  of  ships  of  war  with  a  large  body 
of  land  forces  from  England.  These  combined  forces  were 
tinen  to  proceed  south  and  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence  against 
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Quebec;  whOe  the  provincial  troopa  of  Kew  York  and  the  cbu^f. 
oilier  colonies  upon  which  the  requisition  had  been  made,  v.v-' 
together  with  the  Iroquois  Indians,  provided  they  could  be^^^* 
brought  heartilj  into  the  service,  after  being  concentrated 
at  Albany,  were  to  make  a  descent  upon  Crown  Point  and 
Montreal.  The  expedition  from  Louisburg  was  to  be  com- 
manded by  General  Sir  John  St  Clair,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirley.  The  com- 
mand of  the  other  division  was  committed  to  Brigadier 
General  Gooch,  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Virginia,  who, 
six  years  before,  had  signalized  himself  in  the  unsuccess* 
hi  expedition  against  Carthagena.  Sir  William  Pepperell 
and  Sir  Peter  Warren  both  visited  Boston  early  in  the 
spring,  to  confer  jointly  with  Shirley  upon  the  business  of 
the  enterprise  ;^  but  Warren  was  shortly  ordered  home, 
where,  on  the  fburteentii  day  of  July  he  was  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  rear  admiral  of  the  white.'  His  successor  in 
the  oonunand  of  the  American  squadron,  was  Commodore 
Enowles.  But  Hm  officer  proposed  remauiing  at  Louis* 
burg,  so  that  all  the  preparatoiy  arrangements  devolved 
upon  Shirley.* 

The  project  of  this  formidable  enterprise  had  been  com^ 
munioated  to  the  government  of  Hew  York  by  Mr.  Bhixley, 
as  eatly  as  the  second  week  in  January,  and  was  received 
with  bigh  fisvor/  The  general  assembly  met  jEigain  on  the 
tibird  di^  of  June,  in  BrooMyn,  being  deterred  from  nttmg 
in  the  eity  by  the  small-pox*  A  message  from  the  governor 
informed  thein  tibat  during  the  recess  such  had  been  the 
alanning  state  of  affiuxs  at  the  north,  t|iat  an  additional 
force  of  three  hundred  men  had  been  drafted  from  tibesev* 
eral  counties,  and  ordered  to  Albany  for  the  protection  of 

'  ■     ■■■ '     ■■  * '  w<    I       I  I  ■■>i Ill     1 1 'm** 

iB«ttmp 
•Clisniook. 

^8mfi)i*s  B$aifiry  mjb  it  WM  approred  by  the  genenl  Msembly  on  t&s 
twenty-ftfUi  of  Febraary,  for  wbich  BUiemoBt  tbo  author  bad  tko  anfthoxky 
6f  ft  noisago  from  QoTonor  CUatoii  of  Jme  six ;  but  tho  logUaiiTo  joQr» 
aals  do  aol  surtsSa  tho  ftioortioii. 
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cttAF.  the  frontier.  The  exigency  had  fully  warranted  such  an 
wvw  exercise  of  discretionary  power  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
1746  or ;  for  the  records  of  the  privy  ooundl  disclose  the  fact 
that  the  most  urgent  letters  for  assistuincie  had  been  received' 
from  the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  in  consequence 
of  the  murders  and  scalpings  perpetrated  in  that  neighbor- 
hood ;  and  on  the  very  day  when  the  legislature  reassem*- 
bled,  an  account  was  transmitted  from  the  commissioners 
of  a  skirmish  between  some  of  the  :nC(!rthecn  settlers  and  a 
party  of  French  and  Indians,  in  whidi  one  of  the  latter,  was 
killed.  The  assenibly  readily  voted  the  neoesiuiry  supplies 
for  the  exigency,  increasing  tiie  amount  for  the  iarupport  of 
two  hundred  levies  more  than  had  previoiisly  been  called 
into  service,  thirty  of  whom  were  to  b6  stationed  in  Ein- 
derhook,  and  the  residue  between  Albany  and  Schenec- 
tady. Pifiy  Indians  were  likewise  to  be  employ^d  if  they 
could  be  raised  for  the  better  security  of  the  last  mentioned 
town.  But  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  was  donbtful,--* 
the  commissioners  having  fuicertained  at  an  interview  with 
several  of  their  chie&  that  they  w^re  rehiotant  to  any  bel^ 
ligerent  action  until  after  a  grand  council  of 'their; warriors 
could  be  held  at  Onondaga.^  .  j 

On  the  sixth  day  of  June,  a  message  by  the  hand  of  Mr« 
Goldsborow  Banyar,  who,  four  days  previously,  had  been 
appointed^  de^ty  secretary  to  the  colony^  required  the 
presence  of  the  assembly  'in  the  council-^habnber,  ^here 
the  governor  announced  in  4  speech  the  reebipt  of  the  be^ 
fere-mentioned  circular  from  the  duke,  of  Hewcastle,  and 
requested  the:  cooperation  of  thelegislatureinall  measures 
xiecessaiy  for  a  prompt  and  efficient  prbseoiLtion  of  <the>  in- 
tended campidgn.  An  outline  of  the  pl^  of  the  intended 
double  invasion  of  the  French  possessions,  has  already  been 
given.  All  needful  information  was  imparted  tb  the  as- 
sembly upon  the  subject,  and  a  long  letter  from  the  duke 
of  ITewcP^tle  was.alpo  laid  b<efore  the  council,  atating  tl^at 
General  St.  Clair  would  sail  from  ^gland  with  five  bat: 

■  ■    •     ■  ■.■■ — ■■■>    i'  — . '  :      7  "  '    »• — rr r-r 

1  Mftniuoript  reoorda  of  the  oounoll  boar4. .        , 
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tallioni^  of  regulars,  who  were  to  be  joined  at  Louisborg^^K^ 
by  two  regiments  more  from  Gibraltar,  and  urging  it  uponsi-v— ' 
the  colony  of  New  York  not  only  to  put  forth  its  utmost  ^^^' 
strength  upon  the  occasion,  but  if  possible  to  obtaii^  the 
active  cooperation  of  the  Indians.^ 

These  communications  were  received  in  the  best  possible 
spirit,  botii  by  the  legislature  and  the  people.  There  was 
indeed  universal  rejoicing  at  the  prospect  of  i^edily  crush- 
ing the  power  of  France  in  America, — it  being  evident  to 
all  that  there  could  be  no  permanent  repose  until  that  work 
should  be  accomplished.  In  the  council,  Mr.  Justice  Hors- 
manden  moved  the  address,  and  Mr.  Olarkson  in  the  as- 
sembly, both  of  wMch  breathed  a  dutiful  degree  of  loyalty, 
and  a  lofty  spirit  of  patriotism.  Si^ecially  did  the  aesem'> 
biy  pledge  itself  that  hearts  asid  hands  should  be  employed 
in  the  great  work  proposed,  and  that  its  pvoeeedings  should 
be  conducted  with  such  unanimity  and  despatch  ea  should 
attest  their  duty,  loyalty,  tend  gratitude  to  his  majesty.  A 
kindred  feeling  prevailed  in  every  direction,  both  with  the 
local  government,  and  the  people.  True  indeed,  tb^  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  had  in  th6  outset  manifested  some 
disinclination  to  participate  in  the  enterprise,  burdened  as 
she  was  with  the  debt  incurred  by  the  LoubbUrg  expedition, 
not  yet  reimbursed  by  the  parent  government^  buttheaav 
guments  of  jShbley,  strengthened  by  the  out4>reaks  <tf  the 
Canadian  Indians  upon  their  frontiers,  overcame  their  r^ 
luctance,  and  all  was  now  enthusiasm  among  the  people,*^ 
the  Kew  England  colonies  directing  their  energies  toward 
the  eastern  division  of  the  expedition.  Governor  Ha&dl- 
ton,  of  New  Jersey,  wrote  on  the  second  of  July,  tfeat  th»t 
littie  colony  had  voted  to  raise  £ve  hundred  men  for  the 
enterprise,  and  a  contribution  of  two  thousaaid  pounds  for 
the  military  chest.  General  Gooch  wrote  from  Virginia, 
enclosing  a  bill  of  exchange  of  three  htmdred  pounds,  with 

^  QrfthBln'8  Bktory  of  Ifmh  AfMriea. 
«  Mamuoript  rooordg  pi  tii«  oouooil  IMMurd. 
25 
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c^.  directions  that  it  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  presents  for 

v.^the  Indians.^ 

1746.  ]^,  Horsmanden,  from  a  committee  of  the  privy  conn* 
oily  appointed  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the  best  measures 
to  be  adopted  in  furtherance  of  the  great  enterprise,  made 
an  elaborate  report  on  the  thirteenth  of  June.  The  active 
cooperation  of  the  Six  illations  was  regarded  bj  the  conmiit- 
tee  as  an  object  of  high  moment ;  to  secure  which  the  com- 
missioners at  Albany  were  advised  to  dispatch  %a  interpret- 
er, with  two  assistants,  into  the  Indian  country,  to  dance  the 
war  dance  among  them  by  way  of  rekindling  a  military 
spirit,  espeoially  with  the  young  warriors ;  and  also  to  in- 
vite the  chie&  and  prominent  warriors  of  the  entire  confede- 
racy to  m06t'the  governor  in  a  grand  council^  to  beholden 
at  an  early  day  in  Albany.  Presents  were  likewise  recom- 
mended upon  a  liberal  scale,  to  be  given,  not  as  compen- 
sation, but  as  incentives  to  action, — ^the  Indians  always  fight- 
ing for  honpr,  and  scouting  the  idea  of  going  upon  the 
war-path  for  pay.* 

Four  days  afterward,  the  house  of  assembly  asked  of  the 
council  a  committee  of  conference  for  the  purpose  of  joint 
deliberation  upon  the  condition  of  the  colony.  The  request 
was  acceded  to ;  and  every  branch  of  the  government  unit- 
ed heart  and  hand  in  every  possible  measure  for  advancing 
the  grand  design.*  An  act  was  promptly  passed  the  more 
effectually  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions  and  war- 
like stores.  In  order  to  the  descent  upon  Crown  Point  and 
Montreal,  a  fleet  of  bateaux  was  essential  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  Lakes  George  and  Champlain.  Stephen  Bayard  and 
Edward  Holland,  members  of  the  council,  were  deputed 
to  superintend  the  building  of  the  bateaux.  Tney  report- 
ed on  the  sixth  of  July  that  the  ship-builders  had  all  refused 

1  MftnuBoript  oounoU  minates. 

«Ibid. 

s  The  eommiUM  on  the  pari  of  the  oounoil  oonsUied  of  Chief  JnsUoe  De 
Lmeey,  uid  Meem.  Van  Conrtlftadty  Horgmauden,  Murray,  .and  More.  The 
oMef  Jneiioe,  howoTer,  eeeme  to  have  acted  no  very  efficient  part  during  the 
whole  year,— for  reaeone  which  wiU  appear  hereafter. 
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to  perform  the  work,  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  em-CHAF. 
ployed  in  the  execntion  of  prior  engagements.  This  con-s«^ 
duct  of  the  naval  architects  formed  an  exception  to  the  i^^ 
general  disposition  of  Uie  people ;  and  a  bill  was  forthwith 
introduced,  and  expeditiously  passed  into  a  law,  authorizing 
the  impressment  into  the  public  service,  of  all  ship  and 
house-carpenters,  joiners,  sawyers,  and  their  several  ser- 
vants, and  all  other  artificers  and  laborers  whose  assistance 
might  be  required  for  the  state,  together  with  horses, 
wagons,  and  whatsoever  else  might  be  required  to  forward 
the  expedition.^  Besolutions  were  adopted  allowing  a 
bounty  of  six  pounds  for  the  enlistment  of  each  able-bodied 
man  into  the  king's  service,  over  and  above  his  pay ;  six 
thousand  pounds  were  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  pro- 
visions for  the  colony's  levies ;  three  hundred  men  were  by 
law  directed  to  be  detached  for  the  army  from  the  city  of 
Albany;  and  to  cover  the  expense  of  these  and  other 
appropriations  demanded  by  the  exigence,  a  tax  of  forty 
thousand  pounds  was  imposed  upon  the  real  and  personal 
estate  of  the  colony,  and  an  emission  of  bills  of  credit  au- 
thorized to  enable  the  government  to  anticipate  the  avails 
of  the  tax.  Indeed  the  general  assembly  hesitated  at  no 
appropriation  that  was  required,  save  for  the  Indian  service^ 
and  for  the  iranspcriatum  of  troops  and  miUtaiy  stores.  In 
respect  to  the  latter,  the^  refused  to  advance  money  to  the  . 
crown,  even  upon  loan,  preferring  to  raise  it  by  bills  of  ex- 
change,-^^^  a  hint  which  Mr.  Clinton  improved  greatly  to 
his  own  emolument."*  With  respect  to  the  Indian  service^ 
they  conceived  that  inasmuch  as  the  grand  council  which 
the  governor  had  already  summoned  at  Albany,  pursuant 
to  the  recommendation  of  his  privy  council,  was  to  be  con- 
vened for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  exposed  colonies, 
they  ought  all  to  contribute  toward  the  heavy  expenses  to 
be  incurred,  not  in  presents  only,  but  for  their  clothing, 
arms  and  subsistence.    Toward  these  objects  Virginia  had 

^  Jonnuils  of  ih«  legivtotiTe  ooonoiL 
>8miU^ToUii,  p.  99. 
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orap.  already  made  a  handsome  remittance }  but  Conueetieat  and 

wyl^^Pennsyhrania  had  declined  making  aoyeontributioa;  and  by 

1^^  a  message  of  the  nintt  of  July,  Goireimor  Clinton  informed 

the  assembly  that  no  answers  had  been  reoeived  irom  the 

other  colonies  to  the  applications  addressed  to  them  upon 

the  subject. 

Nevertheless  tiie  means  for  holding  the  council  were  not 
wanting ;  and  having  in  these  matters  discharged  its  duties 
to  the  public  service,  the  asoembly  closed  its  session  on  the 
fifteenth  of  July.  Not,  however,  until  after  a  joint  address 
of  the  two  houses  had  been  voted  totbe  king,  oongrataladng 
his  majesty  upon  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  engaged  in  the 
cause  of  the  Pretender,  by  the  vmj  under  the  duke  of 
Cumberland.^  The  mover  of  the  resokitbn  for  this  addxess 
was  the  chief  justice ;  but  the  journals  disclose  the  unusual 
ci^'cumstance,  that  ho  was  not  placed  at  the  head  of  thi& 
committee,  which  was  oigaaized  thus-^Philip  Living)ston, 
Ghlef  Justice  DeLanoey,  and  Mr.  Justice  Horamanden, 
4%^  active  labor  seems  to  have  been  peiiormedby  the  latter. 
Meantime  great  ftppreheBsionjprevailed  inNewKngl^d 
at  the  i&actioii  of  the  parent  government,  fromi  which  much 
had  been  promised,  and  moie  was  expected* .  and  witkyout 
whose  p(Hi^«rful  oodperalaon  an  enterprise  so  v«^t  aa  that 

iii.  «yi^—     *ii— i»ii».i     iii.ii    m*m0 >     <  !■!    I ■,.^..■1  .     1.      !«■  I 

1  fk^  bsiU«  ot  GqUodaiu  The  yous^  Prinoe,  Charles  Edward,  called  the 
Pceteader,  ])«jrinj|  def^ted  the  royal  forces  under  Sir  John  Cope  at  Preston- 
pansy  had  penetrated  a  short  distance  into  Bngland ;  Imt  iniling  the  people 
nnanimoas  against  him,  he  ma  eompdled  to  Ml  baok  nptdl^  into  Soottond, 
On  his  rsiim  heronted  General  Hawley  at  Falkirk,  but  the  approach  of  the 
duke  of  Ounheriand  putt  mi  end  to  his  triiunph.  He  retreated  before  the 
voyal  snay,  and  at  last  the  hostile  forces  met  in  the  field  of  Culloden  to  de- 
cide the  fate  of  the  kingdom.  The  Scotch  fought  with  accustomed  brayery 
but  the  Bnglish  prerailed,  and  the  unfovtunatoyoath  eirn^Md  viik  dUioulty 
from  the  battle  where  he  left  three  thoossad  of  hie  misguided  adherents 
dead.  Though  a  large  reward  wee  offered  for  the  head  of  the  illustrious 
l^itite,  who  had  thus  to  oombat  against  want  and  temptation,  yet  the 
peasants  of  Scotland  pitied  his  misfortunes,  and  even  those  of  his  enemies 
who  were  acquainted  with  his  retreat,  kept  invleUto  the  fatal  secret,  and 
while  they  condemned  his  ambition,  commiserated  his  distresses.  He  at  last 
•scaped  to  St.  Maloes,  and  neyer  again  retSsited  the  British  dqwinleas,--» 
dying  at  Florence  in  178S. 
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whicli  had  been  projected,  oould  not  witJiiii  themselveB  be  c^. 
carried  forward  by  the  colomea*  It  haabeeea  abeady  atated  v.^^ 
tiiat  eight  battalions  of  regalaar  troops  bad  been  promised  ^^^*^ 
by  the  parent  govenunent,  to  rendaisyona  at  Loiuaborg^ 
The  miniflters  had  not  spedfied  the  eomtingent  of  troops 
reqniredfirom  therespectivecolomes,  contenting  themselves 
by  annoancing  the  wish  ef  the  king  that  the  total  leries 
shonld  not  fall  short  a(  five  thouasad  men  ;^  hot,  fired  with 
amlHtion  to  preserve  the  laurels  th^  had  won  at  Cape  Bn^ 
ton,  the  provinees  vied  with  each  other  in  putting  forth 
theiriBtreBgth  for  the  achievement  <^  a  yet  greater  exploit^ 
and  the  forces  embodied  with  alacrity  exceeded  Iqr  £»  the 
expectations  entertained  at  home.  New  Hampshire  voted 
to  raise  one  thonsand  men,  imd  mote  if  they  conld  be  en* 
l]0ted---wilh  abovnty  of  thirty  ponnda  enrtenqy  and  a 
bhmket  to  each  recniit.'  Of  lias  number  eight  hniidred 
were  ready  for  embarlcation  by  the  first  of  July.  Mas- 
saehnsettsToted  three  thousand fifve  hundred  men;  Con. 
neotieut  one  thousand;  and  Bhode  Island  three  hundted. 
But  such  wastheepiritof  the  peoplethat  ayek  burger njun*. 
bertreve  actually  enHsted.  ISiese  all  were  destined  ibr 
Louisburg,  and  tiienee  for  the  assault  of  Quebec.  For  the> 
ftiees  to  be  directed  upon.  Qrowu  Point  and  Mratreal,New^ 
York  raised  sistoen  hundred  men ;  Kew  Jersey  five  hun- 
dred; Pennsylvaoguk  four  hundred,  though  not  by  the  act 
of  itsQiM^ergQveEnmwt^butbyapopular  act  unsanctioned 
by  its  exeentive ;  Maryland. three  hundred;  and  Virginia 
one  hundred  ;--<-inaking  the  grand  total  of  provincials  eight 
thousand  two  hundred.  But  of  the  promised  asaktance 
from  England^  two  regiments  only  were  sent;  and  these. 
from  Gibrahaf)  to  relieve  the  Kew  Sngland  men  who  had 
garrisoned  Louisburg  from  the  day  of  the  conquest  Of 
other  reinforcements  none  came;  neither  die  general  who 
was  to  ^namand;  nor  fleet;  nor  orders.    The  New  Eug- 

1  Orahame. 

>B«Uai»p  bUUb  the  number  thos ;  but  Huiohinson,  in  a  note,  affirms  thai 
New  Hampehire  Toted  to  raiee  only  five  hundred. 
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oHAP.land  levies  were  mustered  and  prepared  for  embatkaticm,-^ 
^^--y^  the  transport  vessels^  moreoyer^  being  in  readiness  to  receive 
1746.  them.  But  their  ardor,  after  weeks  of  crael  aospense,  waa 
doomed  to  a  sad  disappointment  by  the  inaction  of  minis- 
ters. Admiral  Warren,  after  his  visit  mth  Pepperell  to 
Boston  for  consultation  with  Mr.  Shirley,  had  sailed  for 
England.  It  was  now  mid-summer,  and  neither  troops  nor 
tidings  arriving  from  home,  it  was  evident  that  the  season 
was  already  too  far  advanced  to  allow  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  that  branch  of  the  expedition  destined  against  Que- 
bec ;  since  it  was  impossible  that  a  fleet  could  now  reach 
Louisburg  from  England  in  season  to  justify  an  attempt  to 
ascend  the  St  Lawrence.  XJndeir  these  circumstances,  ri- 
though  not  without  deep  chagrin,  that  important  feature 
of  the  enterprise  was  abandoned.  The  strange  inaction  of 
the  parent  government  on  that  occasion,  has  been  varioualy, 
though  never  satisfactorily  accounted  fi>r.  That  a  feeling 
of  jealousy  at  the  growing  strength  of  Ijiie  colcH^ies,  was 
awakened  in  England  by  the  conqu^t  c^.Louisbuig^  had 
been  apparent  almost  from  the  moment  of  its  Mk ;  and  oo- 
temporary  politicians  were  not  wantii^,  who  attributed  the 
inaction  of  1746  to  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  ministers,  that 
it  might  after  all  be  as  well  to  allow  Canada  unconquered 
to  remain  as  a  check  upon  its  yoting  and  vigorous  Anglo-- 
Saxon neighbor.  The  excuse  Offered,  has  b^en,  that  min- 
isters had  reason  to  suspect  that  the  artnament  which  the* 
French  were  ostensibly  preparing  for  th*  reconquest  of 
Cape  Breton,  and  possibly  for  the  invasion  of  some  of  the 
English  colonies,  was  in  realitj  intended  for  the  invasion 
of  Great  Britain  itself.^  Be  all  this  as  it  may,  it  was  still 
believed  that  by  uniting  the  Eastern  levies  with  the  forces 
collecting  in  Kew  York  for  a  descent  upon  Crown  Point,  a 
combined  movement  might  be  made  in  that  direction  which 
could  not  well  £Eiil  of  success.  The  New  England  forces 
were  accordingly  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  concentrate  upon  Albany. 


^Grfthsme. 
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Bat  this  soheme  ia  its  tom^  was  diBooncerted^  and  the  crap. 
anticipated  march  for  Albany  was  arrested  hy  serious  v*^ 
alarms  from  the  opposite  direction.  It  was  known  that  ^^^' 
Trance  had  been  making  great  preparations,-^noty  as  some 
have  affected  to  believe,  for  the  invasion  of  England,  bnt 
for  the  recovery  of  Lonkburg,  and  the  conquest  of  ISTova 
Scotia, — with  lite  ulterior  design,  as  was  apprehended,  of 
ravaging  the  sea  coasts  of  the  English  colonies,  from  An* 
napolis-Royal  to  €teorgia.*  The  vigilance  with  which 
Bochelle,  where  the  preparations  were  making,  had  been 
wutehed  by  the  English,  had  not  prevented  the  enemy's 
fleet  from  getting  to  sea,  which  it  succeeded  in  accomplish* 
ing  on  the  twenly-second  of  June.  And  although  the 
En^ish  fleet,  destined  for  the  interception  of  the  French, 
and  also  forLouisburg,  had  put  to  sea  several  times,  it  had 
been  driven  back  as  many,  being  utterly  unable  to  get  to 
the  westward.  It  was  contmianded  by  Lestooli^  an  admiral 
m  whom,  certidnly,  no  great  confidence  oughtto  have  been 
reposed.  The  fleet  of  the  French  was  commanded  by  the 
Count  D'AnviQe,  numbering,  as  it  was  affirmed,  seventy 
sail,  fourteen  of  which  were  ships  of  the  line ;  thirty  were 
men  of  war  of  &  smaller  size;  tibte  remainder  of  the  force^ 
eonmstingof  fire-ships,  bombs,  tenders,  and  transports  for 
eight  thousand  troops^*  ^^  and  a  formidable  apparatus  of 
artillery  and  military  stores."'  In  anticipation  of  D'An- 
ville's  arrival,  accounts  w^re  received  in  Boston  that  a 
French  officer  named  Bamsay,  had  collected  a  force  of 
seventeen  hundred  Canadian  troops  and  Indians,  to  coope- 
rate with  the  French  admiral,  which  force  was  even  then 
threatening  Annapolis-Boyal,  while  the  Acadians  were 
also  known  to  be  rife  for  a  revolt.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  Nova  Scolia,  the  orders  for  marching 
to  Albany  were  countermanded,  and  the  troops  directed 

I  Hutohinson. 

•Ibid. 

sGrahame.  Thiji  antlior  greatly  reduces  the  nomber  of  disoiplined 
troops  on  board  D'AnviUe's  fleet,  from  tbe  statement  of  Hutobinson  and 
otte  proTiaeial  bistoriaiM"-ttakiAg  it  no  more  than  throe  tboasaad. 
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csAP.  to  embark  for  Annapolis.  BeSoftej  hoFwever^  the  embaarka- 
s..yw  tion  iiad  actoallj  taken  place,  news  of  D'Anville's  arrival 
17^6.  1^^  Chebiieto  Bay  in  Kova  Scotia  -^sm  receired^  and  the 
whole  coTjntry  was  thereby  thrown  into  a  state  of  ccmster- 
nation.  ^^  England  was  not  more  alarmed  by  the  Spanish 
Armada  in  1688,  than  Boston  and  the  other  ISTorth  Ameri- 
can sea  ports  were  by  the  arrival  of  thisfleet  in  tilieir  neigh- 
borhood."^ It  was  not  supposed  that  so  formidable  an  arma- 
ment as  that  of  D' AnviUe,  to  equip  which  the  whole  power 
of  France  had  been  exerted  for  many  months,  could  be 
destined  alone  against  Looisbuig.  A  recapture  of  that 
important  post  would  only  be  the  pi^ude  0  a  sweeping 
attack  upon  the  entire  sea-board;  and  feeling  themselves 
neglected,  if  not  deserted  by  the  parent  ^venoaent,  as 
though  willing  to  see  the  colonies  sacriflced,.  a^l  thoughts 
of  sending  away  any  of  their  foroes  wer^  at  onee  aiban* 
doned.  Shixley  was  a  man  of  enecgy,  eqjoying  in  a  high 
degree  the  confidence  ci  the  people;  and  he  bore  him^elf 
in  the  crisis  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  position  iaad  his 
character.  The  first  intelligence  of  D'Anville's  amval 
upon  the  coast,  had  filled  the  public  ixtiind^  wesmd  and 
disoouTfiged  by  the  disappointmenia  of  the  season,  witii 
dismi^.  But  the  elastidly  of  the  "Sew  England  chaiBotes 
was  soon  manifested  by  the  return  of  all  the  :eoTin^ 
and  resolution  necessary  to  euable  its.  possessors  to  look 
danger  in  the  &ce  and  to  vteek  it  Under  the  lead  of 
Shirley,  therefore,  inspired  by  his  example,  ^  the  whole  eur 
exiles  of  ]^ew  England  were  immediately  directed  to  the 
now  paranumnt  oljeot  of  self-dafenoer^to  which  caidall 
hands  ware  at  once  engaged  in  putting  the  couzMxy  in  the 
mo^  commanding  attitudes.  The  troops  which  had  be^u 
destined,  first  for  a  descenj;  tipon  iDanada  and  next  for  the 
defonoe  of  Nova  Scotia,  found  sufficient  employment  at 
home,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  strengthening  the  defences 
of  the  coast,  by  repairing  dilapidated  forts  and  l>uilding 
new  ones.    Nor  were  they  left  to  labor  with  unaugmented 

'■-■'■  7  ■  .         ■   ■  I  fW  III  ■  I    M 

1  HatoliinfloiL 
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numbers.    The  xoilitiit  apontaneoasly  left  tbeiir  homeayOBAVr 
and  their  ripenizig  harvests^  seized  their  arms,  and  within  s.^ 
a  few  days,  to  the  number  of  more  thau  six  .thousand,  ^7^- 
marched  inta  Boston,  while  >  an  additional  $\x,  thousand 
more  were  promised  £rom  Connectiout  in  the  event  of  an 
fM^tual  invasion.^ 

Qotemot  Clinton  had  appointed  the  tweiitieth  of  July 
as  the  day  for  meeting  the  Six  Nations  in  council  at  Alba- 
ny«  He  arrived  diere  himself  on  the  twenty-first ;  but  a^ 
the  ei<7  was  afflicted  with  soaaUrpox,  and  also  at  the  samq 
time  with  a  maUgnant  hiHous  fever^  hi«  ej^cellency,  no^ 
having  had  the  former  disease,  deferred  his  landing  u^t^ 
^  fbtiowing.  day, — ^not  making  it.  then  in  the  town  but 
at  the  fort  Whether  the  gat^^txor's  qu^OT.el  with,X>eT 
Xianoey,  had  or  had  not  served  to  aiienate  froipa  l^inif  any 
other  members  of  the  oouiicil^f  does  not  sppeao: } .  an4  the 
fiu}t  that  the  latter  oouM  pi^eYffil  Upon  now  of  fits  lAeni^bers 
tQadcoimpany  him  to.  Albany^ /excepting  iDoct^  (polden 
and  Mr.  Livingston,  i»  left  nnesplained- .  M^ox  Iti;1;herr 
ibrd  4)f  the  eou^cil  being  $l^eady .  at  Ali'>^Py  V^  ^&  <^ 
ehargedf  his,  military  dniti^,  enabled,  thegoveruor,  thojxgk 
witih  the  smallecrt  number  allowed  by  his  m^esty's  com- 
mission, to  form  Sr  oDuneil  board  £011  the  t^an^fictiion.  of 
bosuiiess*    • 

The  cause  of  DeLanoey's  quarrti^w^th  the  governor^ 
has  'been  attributed  to  his  own  notive  arrogance ;  to  ^ 
overweening  family  pside,  eng^dered  by  the  elevatipA  pf 
his  brother-in-law,  Bir  Peter  Warren ;  and  also  to  his  reli^ 
ance  upon  the  patronage  6F  his  former  tutor,  Dottt6r  Har- 
ris, bishop  of  Yorl^  yho  was  soon  afterward  elevated  to 
ibA  archbishopric  of  CWterbury.^  On  l^is  arrival  in  ihe 
eblony,  Mr.  Olinton  had  found  the  chief  jnrtipe  omAipor 
tent  with  the  assembly,  and  being^  himself  fond  of  his 
ease,  ,snd  leering  more  for  the  emoluments  than  for  the 
glory  of  official  st|9,tion,  the  governor   had  to  a  ^eat 

sSmithy-<-who  makeB  Doctor  Earns  at  tliis  time  archbishop  of  ty^nterbuiy, 
which  is  not  correct.  Br.  H.  was  not  adyanoed  to  the  primt^y  ^ntf/L  fhe 
foUowittg  ye«»  1747. 

26 
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CRAP,  extent  yeilded  the  direction  of  the  govemmeiit  to  thid 
w^  ambitious  minister.  Every  thing  went  smoothly  enough 
1746.  between  them,  until  after  ike  governor  in  a  moment  of  in- 
caution,  had  renewed  DeLancy's  commission  as  chiof  jus- 
tice, during  good  behavior, — or,  in  other  words,  for  Ufe. 
<^  He  now  began  to  dictate  rather  than  to  advise^  Dining 
one  day  with  Mr.  Clinton,  and  insisting  upon  some  favor- 
ite point  with  great  imperioushess,  the  governor,  who 
had  so  long  suffered  himself  to  be  led,  refused  on  this  oo« 
casion  to  be  driven^  The  chief  justice  then  arose  aad  left 
him ;  deblaring,  with  an  oath,  that  he  would  make  hiaad* 
ministration  uneasy  fortbe  future.  Bis  excellency  replied 
he  might  do  his  worst.  Thus  they  parted,  nor  wete  they 
ever  afterward  reconciled."^  The  governor's  confidence 
was  immediately  transferred  to  DoctarCoiden,  in  wbooa 
it  was  reposed  to  the  end  of  his  administration. . 

But  notwithstanding  the  preparations  made  in  anticipa* 
tion  of  his  arrival,  the  governor  found  no  Indiana  at  Alba» 
ny  to  meet  him,  save  two  straggling  Onondagas,  and  one 
Oneida  warrior;  all  three  of  whom  had  arrived  on  th^ 
same  day  with  his  excellency,  from  the  north,  bringing 
with  them  two  French  scalps  which  they  had  boldly  i;akjeai 
at  the  very  gate  of  Fort  St.  Frederick— Grown  Point  On 
presenting  these  trophies  to  the  governor,  the  leader  of 
the  party  made  a  formal  speech^  as  belligerent  as  could  be 
desired,  declaring  that  the  murders'  committed  by  the 
French  had  been  suffered  to  remain  unavenged  until  his 

■  ^Bet  LftUrto  a.Ifoblemant  being. a  review  of  the  military  operationi 
In  North  Aineriea  from  1768  to  1766,  the  authorship  of  which  was  attributed 
to  Governor  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  his  friends  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Soott,  lawyers,  of  New  Tork.  Smith  has  ainee  been  known  M^the  hiiioriin 
of  New  Tork ;  and  the  ooinoidenoes  between  poaftiona  of  this  letier  and  paa^ 
sages  of  his  history,  are  so  nuinerouB  and  striking,  as  .to  warrant  the  con- 
olnsipn  that  lio  mnst  have  shared  in  writing  the  former.  The  letter,  which 
is  long,  may  be  found  in  the  fourth  volume  of  Man.  Suf,  dolU^stiimt.'  ' 
;  Still  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  character  of  Mr.  l>eLtneey,  aa  if  ell  ai 
of  other  individuals  mentioned  in  this  letter,  great  allowance  should  be 
made  for  the  intense  political  rancor  which  its  authors  cherished  against  the 
penoaagos  therein  assailed. 
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heart  could  bear  it  no  longer ;  and  he  had  therefore  him-  cmjt. 
gelf  deteimined  to  open  for  his  brethren  the  path  of  re-w^ 
yenge.  The  scalps  had  been  taken  at  noon-day,  Within  two  ^^^' 
hundred  steps  (^  the  fort  The  report  of  their  guns 
startled  the  garrison,  and  a  party  of  soldiers  sallied  forth 
in  porsoit ;  bat  having  foi^gotten  their  armsin  their  haste, 
and  being  consequently  obliged  to  run  back  after  them^ 
the  Indians  w«*e  enabled  to  make  good  their  retreat 
They  were  each  rewarded  with  strouds  and  a  laeed  hat,-^ 
the  leader  receiving  in  addition  a  fine  laced  coat  and  a 
silver  breast-plate.  The  governor  at  the  chief  warrior's 
suggestion  favored  him  with  a  new  name,  signifying  The- 
openjer-^f'the-paih  Proud  of  his  distinction,  the  warrior 
tiien  informed  his  excellency  that  his  two  associates,  to- 
gether with  a  Biver  Indian,  were  going  upon  the  war-path, 
again ;  and  were  it  not  that  he  supposed  he  could  render 
better  service,  in  the  council,  he  should  go  against  the 
enemy  with  them.^  ISo  other  Indians  having  arrived  to 
meet  the  governor,  and  the  reports  from  the.  interpreters 
who  had  been  sent  to  the  cantons  of  the  Six  Kation^ 
being  exceedingly  discouraging,  the  Path-opener,  who 
proved  to  be  a  ve^ryfaithfcQ  fellow,  volunteered  upon  an 
embassy  to  bring  the  Indians  to  the  council  hinpiself,  not 
doubting  that  he  should  to  a  considerable  jextent  t)e  sue- 
cessfdl. 

For  nearly  a  month  the  prospect  of  procuring  a  general 
attendance  of  the  Indians,  was  discouraging.  Within  a 
day  or  two  of  the  incident  just  recorded,  another  party  of 
six  or  seven  Indians,  previously  sent  by  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  afeirs  to  lurk  about  in  the  vicinity  of  Crown 
Point,  returned  without  having  met  with  any  success,  and 
with  the  loss  of  two  of  their  number,  made  prisoners  by 
the  enemy.  One  of  these,  however,  had  been  released 
through  Ihe  interposition  of  the  Caughnawagas  in  the  se]>* 
vice  cf  the  French.  It  was  the  impression  of  these  spies 
that  the  enemy  was  strong  at  Fort  St.  Frederick,  both  in 

^Ifi&uUfof  th«ooim0il1>oatd/     •     ' 
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Ga».  regolar  tit>op8  and  Indiaofi.  Tfaia  xmpleasuxt  intelUgea^e 
wv-'Wae  confirmed  very  »oon  afterward  ky  the  Mtnm  fiiom  th» 
^^^  flame  region,  of  a  parly  of  sixteen  Molsuawke,  who  had 
been  sent  thither  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  works  by  Mr. 
Johnsoiij-^^whose  active  agency  in  the  Indian  department 
was  now  abotit  first  to  be  brought  into  requisition.-  These 
Indians  added  the  expression  of  their  belief,  from  the  ex«- 
tent  of  the  enemy's  preparations  at  Grown  Pointy  tibat  an 
expedition  was  on  foot  against  ftcheneotady  and  the  white 
iJettlemtotB  ferther  up  tiie  Mohawk  valley,  and  possibly 
igaimit  Albany  itself.  These  reports  were  strengthened 
by  letters  from  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  governor,  and  also  by 
advices  from  the  officer  commanding  the  small  English 
garrison  kept  In  the  Mohawk  country.  Mr.  Cliiitoh,  how- 
ever, attached  less  importance  to  thiese  reports  than  those 
did  who  communicated  them ;  believing  them  to  have  been 
sent  abrbad  by  the  I'rench  to  detet  the  Indians  from  gather- 
ing  in  the  council  at  Albany.  He  thus  wrote  to  Johnson ; 
endeavoring  at  the  same  time,  by  the  offer  of  liberal  re- 
Wards,  to  persuade  th^  last  mentioned  llidiian  party  to  re- 
itirn  to  the  neighborhood  of  Grown  Point,  but  witiiout  suc- 
6e&s,^^-4h0  Indians  insisting  that  they  must  return  to  their 
iotneSjtoinforifithfeir  relatives  and  friends  of  what  they 
had  heard  and  seen.  Ml*.  Johnson  Hkewiise  thought  there 
were  serious  grounds  for  alarm ;  writing  to  the  governor 
that  tihe  white  settlers  for  twenty  nfil^s  above  tim,  and  be- 
low to  Schenectady,  had  deserted  th6  country.  Of  his  own 
projperty  !n  jeopardy,  he  had  eleven  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat  and  other  grain ;  and  he  asked  the  ikvor  of  a  small 
detachment  of  troops  for  his  protection.  A  lieutenant  and 
thirty  men  were  immediately  sent  to  him ;  and  a  company 
of  militia  was  likewise  added  to  the  upper  Mohawk  castle 
to  assist  the  Indians  in  adding  to  the  strength  of  that  de- 
fence.* It  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  present  chapter 
fliatthe  apprehensions  of  an  invasion  from  Fort  St.  iVede- 

^  Haansoript  oorreepondenoe  of  Clinton  itnd  Johnson. 
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rick,  trere  not  altogether  idle,  althotatgh  it  did  not  take  ex^  obaf. 
acdy  the  anticipated  direction.  w^ 

But  the  Six  Nations  came  not  to  the  council,  and  the^^^^ 
arammer  was  wearing  rapidly  away ;  while,  to  increase  die 
embanMsJcaent  of  Mr.  Clinton,  tibe  proposition  from  Gh>7- 
emor  Bhiriey  for  an  immediate  expedition  against  Grown 
Point  had  been  acceded  to  on  the  fonrth  of  August,  and  the 
information  of  a  change  in  Shirley's  purpose,  rendered  im« 
perative  by  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  seaboard  by  tiie 
French,  had  not  been  received  at  Albany.  The  prospect 
was  indeed  far  from  cheering  in  many  respects.  The  storm 
of  war  lowered  darkly  in  the  northern  horieon.  A  com- 
pany of  rangers,  belonging  to  Albany,  enrolled  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  traversing  the  frontier  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  danger  that 
threatened  their  own  fire-sides,  refused  to  go  again  upon 
duty  unless  the  governor  would  become  personally  responsi- 
ble for  tbcdc  pay,  at  the  rate  of  iliree  shillinga  each  per 
diem,  and  also  for  tiieir  subeistence.  Indignant  at  their 
conduct^  and  beHeving  that  men  thus  mercenary,  when  even 
their  own  fieunily  altars  were  in  jeopardy,  could  not  be  safe- 
ly trusted,  Mr,  Clinton  ac^ccipted  the  services,  voluntarily 
tendered,  of  Captaitu^Lapgdon  andTiebput,  with  their  re- 
speetive  companiea  of  neiv  levies.  A  few  of  the  reluctant 
Albanians,  were  taken  ae  guides  for  these  generous  volun- 
teers;  but  whei&ever  any  signs  <xf  hostile  Indians  were  dis- 
covered, tbe  heroic  guides  were  sure,  either  by  discharging 
their  guns,  or  by  making  other  ndises,  to  give  the  alarm 
and  enable  the  fbe  to.  escape ; — ^thus  avoiding  the  danger 
themselves,  but  at  the  sa<ue  time  defeating  the  purpose  in 
view.  The  temper  of  the  Six  Kations,  with  a  few  individ- 
ual »ceptioA8»  was  bac^  and  apparently  growing  worse.^ 
Notwithstanding  the  unwearied  efibrts  of  the  English  to 

^  Dunlop  in  quoting  Colden,  in  regard  to  the  discontents  among  the  Six 
Nations  at  this  t(me,  says :  **  It  was  owing  to  the  misdoiidttel  of  those  vh« 
wore  eatniflte4  by  the  gorernment  with  thesMiagement  of  JbidiMi  affairs ;  " 
•diiag:  *'  The  Indian  agent  was  ttr.  Johnson. "  It  was  not  so.  Johnson's 
appointment  to  that  agency  took  place  afterward. 
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oup.  counteract  th&  influence  of  the  Jesuit  midsionaries  among 
s^v^  them,  yet  those  cra%  ecclesiaetics  had  obtained  a  hold  upon 
1746.  ^Qjj.  aflectiona,  which  it  seemed  all  but  impossible  to  break ; 
and  fresh  evidences  were  received  by  the  governor,  ahnost 
daily,  disclosing  the  unwelcome  £act  that  the  Iroquois,  if 
not  again  balancing  which  side  of  the  contest  to  es{>ouse, 
were  more  strongly  than  ev^  resolved  upon  maintaining 
an  attitude  of  neutrality*  The  messengers  dispatched  to 
the  Indian  country,  to  persuade  them  to  attend  the  coun- 
cil, had  met  with  very  indifferent  success.  One  of  them 
had  fedlen  sick  by  the  way.  Several  of  the  influential  chiefs 
had  again  been  visiting  Canada^  and  were  in  full  commu- 
nication with  the  Caughnawagas  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
These  were  active  in  preventing  the  convocation.  The 
messengers  had  passed  thirteen  days  among  the  Oneidas 
without  making  any  perceptible  impression ;  Mid  the  Cay- 
ugas  met  the  governor's  \invitation  at  first  with  a  flat  re- 
fusal. The  Mohawks,  living  in  the  elosest  proximity  to 
the  English,  were  for  a  considerable  time  equally  reluctfi^t 
to  join  in  the  council,  and  several  of  the  cMeft  at  the  upper 
castle  peremptorily  refused ;  nor  in  aJl  candor  can  itbe  de- 
nied that  their  reasons  at  once  attested  their  j|[>olitical  sa- 
gacity and  the  soundness  of  their  judgment.  **  It  was,  '* 
tiiey  said,  "  a  war  between  the  Englsh  and  the  French,  in 
which  the  Indians  had  no  interest.  Those  nd/tions  oould 
at  any  time  make  peace ;  but  it  was  not  so  with  the  Indians. 
Once  involved  in  the  war,  they  could  not  make  up  the  quar« 
rel  among  themselves,  but  must  dohtinue  the  contest  until 
one  or  the  otiier  party  was  destroyed."  These  views  were 
encouraged  by  the  emissaries  of  the  French,  who,  entertain* 
ing  little  expectation  of  being  able  to  engage  the  Iroquois 
upon  their  own  side,  were  content  to  urge  them  strongly  to 
neutrality.  "  It  is  your  interest, "  artfully  said  the  Jesuits, 
"  not  to  suffer  either  the  French  or  the  English  to  be  abso- 
lute masters,  for  in  that  case,  your  slavery  to  one  or  the 
other,  will  be  inevitable. "  Yet  it  was  not  doubted  that 
some  of  the  chiefs  had  been  gained  entirely  to  the  French, 
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aikd  were  even  then  ready  to  strike  the  headB  of  tibe  Eng-  chap. 
liah.  w3L 

Itirad  in  this  critical  exigencythatMr.  Clinton  determined  ^^^• 
to  avail  himself,  in  the  Indian  department,  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  Johnson, — services,  for  the  discharge  of  which  he  was 
already  exceedingly  well  qualified  from  the  intimate  know- 
ledge he  had  acquired  of  their  language,  their  character  and 
customs,  and  also  from  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  him, 
and  his  consequent  extensive  popularity  among  them. 
These  qualifications  of  Mr.  Johnson  for  that  delicate 
branch  of  the  public  service  were  well  known  to  Mr.  Clin- 
ton ;  and  inasmuch  as  Colonel  Schuyler,  son  of  the  cele- 
brated QuideVj  and  head  of  the  board  of  Indian  com- 
missioners at  Albany,  had  espoused  the  side  of  DeLancey 
in  his  opposition  to  the  governor,  while  Johnson  had 
manifested  a  disposition  to  sustain  the  latter,  the  road  to 
preferment  was  already  c^en.^  Indeed  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  serious  misunderstanding  between  the  governor  and 
the  Indian  coimnissioners  several  months  before^  the  latter 
having  written  to  his  wo^llency  oq  the  seventeenth  of 
the  previous.  April,  thai  <<  as  their  proce^ngs  give  so  little 
satisfaction  to  him,  they  beg  to  be  .excused  from  any  faj*tber 
trouble."*  Mti  Johnson^  tiierefore,  already  a  correi^ond* 
ent  and  a  &vorite  of  the  governor,  now  succeeded  Colo- 
nel Schtiyler  in  the  management  of  the  Indians ;  although 
the  sincere  affeetion  of  the  latter  for  the  family  of  their 
old  friend  Quiderj  oontinued  long  afterward.  It  is  from 
Hub  point,  that  the  long  official  cateear  of  the  young  Irish 
adventurer,  William  Johnson,*-a  career  equally  brilliant 
and  honorable,-^takes  its  date. 

The  commissioners  having  neglected  to  send  messages 
to  the  JSiBopns  and  Minisink  Indians — tribes  inconsidera- 
ble and  not  very  reliable, — and  also  to  the  clans  dispensed 
along  tiie  upper  Susquehanna  and  its  tributaries,-— on  the 

1  Smith. 

'BiU&asoript  letter  pre6erTe4  In  the  minutes  of  the  ooonoiL 
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cHAP.fourih  of  Attgofit  interpreters  with  suitf^ble  belts  were  dis- 
s-^  patched  to  those  scatterred  peoples.  Meantime  a  change 
1746.  &yorable  to  the  wishes  of  the  English  bad  been  produced 
among  the  Seneeas  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  It  hap- 
pened that  while  the  messengers  of  the  governor  were 
among  the  Seneeas^  a  parly  of  twenty  Chickasaws  arrived 
at  their  castle,  with  a  request  '*  that  the  SeAecas  would 
show  them  the  way  into  Canada."  The  Chickasaws  had 
always  been  enemies  to  the  French ;  and  an  expedition  of 
five  hundred  men  sent  against  them  from  Canada,  four 
years  before,  had  been  defeated  in  the  Chickasaw  country, 
almost  to  annihilation.  These  young  envoys  referred  to 
the  subject  in  a  manner  charactoristic  of  the  race.  Ad- 
dressing the  Seneeas,  they  said:— "jPour  years  ago  the 
French  had  been  so  kind  as  to  visit  their  country,  and 
leave  among  them  four  hundred  muskets.  Thoiis  muskets 
however,  by  constant  use,  had  beenworn  out ;  and  as  theiij^ 
friends  the  French  had  not  thougbt  proper  to  bring  them 
any  more,  the  Chickasaws  had  detormihed  to  go  to  Canada 
and  bring  away  some  new  ones.'*  It  was  their  desire 
that  the  Seneeas  would  show  them  Iftie  way,  and  if  they 
would  promise  to  do  so,  the  yoang  men  said  they  would 
return  home  and  bring  badk  about  four  hundred  of  tbeif 
stout-hearted  fellows  to  find  the  new  guns  and  bring  th^n 
away.  Encouraged  by  this  nnlo<d^ed  fi>r  alliance  from 
the  south,  and  also  by  assujoanees  that  other  remote  nih 
tions  of  the  forest  were  in  no  good  humor  with  the  French, 
the  Seneeas,  in  conedderablo  numbers^  ehang^  their 
minds,  and  determiaed  to  meet  tbe  govtemor  in  Albany, 
Mr.  Johnson  waa  at  thesame  time  exerting  himself  with 
the  utmost  activity  to  dispel  the  douds  jresting  upon  the 
moody  brows  of  the  Mohawks,  and  to  revive  their  obvious- 
ly waning  friendship  for  the  English.  Familiar  with  their 
language  and  manners,  lie  assumed  their  garb,  and  mingled 
among  them  as  on6  of  their  oypx  people.  He  entered 
readily  into  -dieir  atiiletic  exercises,  their  gsunes,  and  all 
the  varieties  of  their  pastimes, — ^prompted,  it  is  likely,  in 
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part,  by  his  love  of  the  picturesque  and  of  wild  adventure,  ohaf. 
and  in  part,  it  is  but  just  to  believe,  by  the  sincere  aftec-  w,,w 
tion  he  had  imbibed  for  the  race.  Flattered  by  his  asso-  ^^^' 
ciation  with  them  upon  terms  of  such  generous  equality, — 
not  for  an  instant  dreaming  that  there  could  be  ought  of 
simulation  in  his  conduct  toward  them,  as  perhaps  there 
was  not, — ^the  Mohawks  adopted  him  as  a  member  of  their 
nation,  and  invested  him  with  the  rank  of  a  war-chief.^  In 
this  capacily  he  assembled  them  at  festivals,  and  appointed 
frequent  war-dances,  by  way  of  exciting  them  to  engage 
actively  in  the  war.  His  success,  considering  the  sourness 
of  their  temper,  and  the  spirit  of  uneasiness  that  had  pre- 
vailed among  them  for  so  many  months,  was  far  greater 
than  had  been  anticipated  by  the  commissioners^  for  he 
not  only  persuaded  numbers  of  the  war-ohie&  and  sachems 
to  repair  to  Albany  and  hear  what  the  governor  had  to  say, 
but  he  likewise  engaged  many  of  their  young  warriors  un- 
reservedly to  join  the  army  in  the  proposed  campai^. 

Thus  stood  matters  at  the  Mohawk  castles  when  the  in- 
terpreters from  the  more  distant  members  of  the  Confede- 
racy arrived  with  such  of  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  those 
nations  as  they  had  succeeded  in  bringing  to  attend  the 
council.  But  here  a  new  difficulty  arose.  A  political  feud 
had  existed  among  the  Confederates  for  a  length  of  time, 
causing  a  division  into  two  distinct  parties, — ^the  Mohawks^ 
Onondagas  and  Senecas  forming  one  division,  and  the 
Oneidas,  Cayugas  and  Tuscaroras  the  other, — the  last  me^ 
tioned  being  numerically  the  weaker.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  v^arriors  and  counsellors  of  the  latter,  it  appeared  that 
they  had  by  no  means  determined  to  espouse  the  cause  of 
the  English,  and  they  censured  the  Mohawks  for  having 
committed  themselves  so  far  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  other  Confederates.  The  Mohawks  replied  with 
warmth.  They  were  less  numerous  than  the  other  nations, 
it  was  true;  but  they  declared  that  their  warriors  were  all 

1  In  oonneoUon  with  this  oastom  of  adoption,  seo  Appendix,  No.  1>  to  this 
Toloma. 
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OM.  men ;  *  and  in  the  event  of  a  trial  of  strength,  the  Mohawks 
>..v^  might  not  be  found  in  reality  the  weakest.  Chafed  at  the 
^^^  rebuke  of  their  fellows,  they  moreover  now  boldly  avowed 
that  their  hearts  were  truly  English ;  and  the  contention  at 
Itogth  became  so  sharp,  that  the  opposing  factions  would 
not  consent  to  move  in  company  to  Albany, — the  Mohawks 
marching  by  themselves  on  one  side  of  the  river,  while 
iheir  opponents  took  the  other.  Both  divisions  entered 
Albany  on  the  eighth  of  August, — ^the  Mohawks  in  full 
panoply,  at  the  head  of  whom  marched  their  new  war- 
captain,  Johnson,  upon  whom  they  had  conferred  the  name 
of  WAB-BAGH-i-YA-eBT,  signifying,  it  is  believed,  Superinr 
Undent  of  affairs* — dressed,  painted  and  plumed  as  re- 
quired by  the  dignity  of  his  rank.  In  passing  Fort  Frede- 
rick at  Albany,  salutes  were  exchanged,  the  Indians  firing 
their  muskets,  and  the  fort  its  artillery.  The  chiefs  and 
sachems  were  then  received  in  the  hall  of  the  fortress,  and 
served  with  refreshments. 

All  the  Mohawk  sachems  but  three,  had  been  persuaded 
by  Mr.  Johnson  heartily  to  engage  in  the  cause.  One  of 
these  dissentients  was  Aaron,  of  the  Lower  castle,  who,  with 
others,  had  made  a  visit  in  the  preceding  spring  to  the 
French  governor  in  Canada.  The  two  others  were  of  the 
Canajoharie,  or  Upper  castle.  Both  were  sachems  of  influ- 
ence, one  belonging  to  the  Bear  tribcy  and  the  other  to  the 
Ibrioiscy — ^the  latter  being  first  in  dignity.  Great  pains 
were  taken  at  private  interviews  with  these  sachems,  to 
bring  them  into  the  cause  of  the  F«ngliflh.  The  task,  though 
difficult,  was  ultimately  accomplished  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Barclay,  an  English  missionary 
residing  among  the  Mohawks,  and  the  exertions  of  Doctor 

1  The  Six  Nations  reckoned  all  otlier  Ii^dian  nations  women  in  eempari- 
son  wiili  tliemeelTee. 

•Tlie  tignifloalion  of  JobAMtt's  Indi«»  name  it  not  knom  witK  oecUiaix. 
Some  awUioniies  hare  fiven  aa  its  meaning—"  one  vho  unites  two  peoples 
together. "  The  intehpretation  howerer  given  in  the  tez^  reasoning  from 
the  analysto  or  the  supposed  analysis  of  the  word,  i^pears  to  be  nearer 
the  truth. 
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Colden,  who,  daring  former  visits  to  the  Oanajoharie  castle,  cbap. 
had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  those  relactant  sa-  s^-^^ 
chems.    The  doctor  had  indeed  some  twenty  years  before,  ^^^ 
been  adopted  into  their  clan,  and  invested  with  a  new  name. 
Still,  there  were  other  difficulties  to  be  a^usted,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  nineteenth  day  of  August  that  a  public  coun- 
cil could  be  safely  opened.    Meantime  Governor  Clinton 
had  been  attacked  by  fever,  and  the  duty  of  conducting  the 
council  devolved  upon  Dr.  Colden.    The  commissioners  in 
attendance  from  Massachusetts,  were  Colonel  Wendell  and 
Mr.  Welles.     Connecticut  was  not  represented. 

The  opening  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Colden,  had  been 
prepared  to  be  spoken  by  the  governor.  After  announcing, 
in  the  usual  form,  that  the  council  had  been  called  to  con- 
firm the  covenant  chain,  and  all  former  treaties  and  engage- 
ments, it  recapitulated  the  history  of  the  war,  referring  to 
the  cruelties  of  the  enemy,  and  reminding  the  Indians  of 
their  stipulation  the  year  before,  that  if  satisfaction  for  those 
cruelties  should  not  be  promptly  rendered,  they  would  take 
up  the  hatchet  and  make  immediate  use  of  it  But  th« 
enemy,  so  far  from  having  made  the  least  reparation  for 
their  wrongs,  had  repeated  their  cruelties  on  the  frontien 
of  New  England,  by  the  destruction  and  massacre  of  Sart^ 
toga,  and  by  barbarous  nmrders  in  the  very  precincts  of 
Albany.  Yet,  knowing  these  fitcts,  the  Six  Nations  had 
not  fulfilled  their  promises,  an  immediate  compliance  with 
which  was  now  necessary,  if  they  would  show  that  those 
promises  came  when  made  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts. 

The  speech  next  announced  the  determination  of  ^the 
king  their  father, "  to  effect  the  subjugation  of  Canada^ 
and  informed  the  Indians  of  the  preparations  making  for 
that  object.  They  were  assured  in  the  most  confident 
terms,  that  forces  sufficient  for  effecting  the  conquest  at  a 
blow,  had  been  levied  and  were  already  in  motion.  Those 
from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
New  York,  destined  to  proceed  to  Montreal,  they  would 
soon  see  in  Albany ;  while  the  governor  was  in  the  hourly 
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CHAP,  expectation  of  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  promised  ships 
s-^and  troops  from  England ;—"  a  great  army  of  experienced 
1746.  soldiers,— ^who,  with  the  New  England  levies,  were  to  as- 
semble at  Cape  Breton ; — after  which  the  attack  upon  Ca- 
nada would  be  made  on  all  sides,  both  by  sea  and  land."^ 

Yet,  in  order  to  complete  the  preparations  for  so  great 
an  enterprise,  the  Six  Nations  were  required  to  join  all  their 
forces  with  the  English,  in  doing  which  they  would  have  a 
glorious  opportunity  of  increasing  their  renown  by  aiding 
in  the  conquest  of  the  French, — a  perfidious  people,  who 
were  even  caressing  the  enemies  of  the  Six  Nations,  de- 
eliring  nothing  so  much  as  to  see  their  name  obliterated. 

They  were  next  reminded  of  the  many  injuries  they 
themselves  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  French,  es- 
pecially by  their  repeated  invasions  of  their  territory,  as 
at  Onondaga,  and  the  Seneca  country^  The  mischie& 
inflicted  by  them  upon  the  Mohawks  in  their  successive 
invasions  were  recounted ;  the  story  of  the  massacre  of 
their  warriors  at  Oadaracqui,  was  rehearsed;  while  the 
cruel  burnings  of  some  of  their  braves  at  Montreal,  was 
not  forgotten.  Ebving  thus  kindled  a  spirit  of  vengeance  in 
their  bosoms,  as  could  be  read  in  the  flashing  eye,  and  the 
distended  nostril,  the  ambition  of  the  warriors  wasnext  art- 
fhlly  excited  by  a  recital  of  their  own  brave  exploits  when 
carrying  their  arms  into  Canada : — '^  If  your  &thers,''  said 
the  speech,  "could  now  rise  out  of  their  graves,  how 
would  their  hearts  leap  for  joy  to  see  this  day,  when  so 
glorious  an  opportunity  is  put  into  your  hands  to  revenge 
all  the  injuries  your  country  has  received  from  the  French, 
and  be  never  more  exposed  to  their  treachery  and  deceit." 
As  the  true  sons  of  such  renowned  and  brave  ancestors, 
animated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their  country's  glory,  and 

the  san^e  desire  of  revenge,  they  were  invited  to  share  in 

><■■■■        .1  >    -       ■      ■  ■      .  . — __^___^_______ 

1  So  ignorant  was  the  goTernor  of  the  true  dtAte  of  things  at  the  moment 
in  New  England,  where  all  expectation  of  the  grand  combined  attack  had 
been  retinquished ;  Boston  not  more  than  two  hundred  milee  distant,  and  yd 
the  gorernor  of  New  Tork  was  left  in  ignorance  to  make  these  fallacious 
promises  to  the  Indians. 
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the  honor  of  vanquishing  the  enemies  alike  of  them*  chap. 
selves  and  the  English;  provisions,  arms,  clothing,  being v..^ 
promised  in  abundance,  and  ample  protection  for  their  ^7^^* 
wives  and  children  during  their  absence*    They  were  far- 
ther reminded  of  several  murders  of  their  white  brethren 
by  the  enemy's  Indians,  committed  even  since  their  arrival 
at  the  council-fire.    These  additional  insults  they  were 
called  upon  to  avenge ;  and  in  conclusion  a  belt  was  given 
as  an  assurance  of  the  intention  of  the  English  to  live  and 
die  with  their  red  brethren. 

The  speech  was  well  received.  At  the  end  of  each  sen- 
tence one  of  the  chiefr  called  out — "yo-hay;'* — "rfo  you 
hearf"  and  the  response  of  approbation  was  general. 
When,  moreover,  after  its  close,  the  war-belt  was  thrown 
down,  the  significant  act  was  followed  by  a  war-shout^ 
unanimous  and  hearty.  The  council-fire  was  then  raked 
up  to  give  the  forest  counsellors  time  for  deliberation. 
Three  days  afterward  they  announced  that  their  answer 
was  ready;  and  on  the  following  day,  August  twenty- 
fourth,  the  governor  himself  was  able  to  meet  them  in 
council  for  its  reception. 

The  fire  having  been  rekindled  at  the  appointed  time, 
an  Onondaga  sachem  spoke  to  the  following  effect — the 
speech  of  course  abounding  in  the  figurative  expressions 
inseparable  fix>m  Indian  eloquence  and  diplomacy.  It 
opened  by  informing  the  council  that  the  Miseesagues 
had  united  with  them  for  the  purposes  immediately  in 
hand,  as  a  seventh  nation.  The  Six  Nations  were  rejoiced 
that  the  English  were  wiping  away  their  sorrowftil  tears, 
opening  their  throats,  and  washing  clean  the  bloody  bed. 
They  also  spoke  of  the  silver  covenant  chain  formed  of 
old,  which  both  were  holding  &st.  They  acknowledged 
having  received  the  hatchet  the  year  before,  and  their 
pledge  to  use  it  in  the  event  of  &rther  provocations  and 
murders  by  the  French ; — admitted  that  the  bloody  afiair 
of  Saratoga,  and  other  acts  of  hostility,  demanded  the  fiiL- 
filment  of  the  pledge ;  and  they  jGeuther  declared    their 
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OHAK  readiness  ^<from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,"  to  use  their 
v.^^^  hatchets  against  the  French  and  their  children, — the  Ca- 
^7^-  nada  Indians  meaning, — ^from  that  day  forward.  As  an 
earnest  of  their  sincerity  in  this  declaration,  the  war-belt 
was  thrown  down  with  great  emphasis  both  of  attitude 
and  expression.  They  assured  the  goyemor  of  the  entire 
union  of  their  clans  in  this  declaration,  and  hoped  the 
governors  of  the  different  English  colonies  would  be  ae 
closely  united  in  the  prosecution  of  thewarasthemselyes. 
In  regard  to  the  wiles  of  the  French  priests  against  which 
they  had  been  admonished,  they  averred  that  their  blood 
boiled  at  the  manner  in  which  they  had  formely  been 
treated  by  them,  and  being  now  at  war  with  their  nation, 
those  priests  would  no  more  dare  to  come.  The  Six  Na- 
tions would  have  no  further  use  for  them  than  to  roast 
them.  As  to  the  Missesagues,  whom  they  now  commended 
to  the  English  as  their  allies,  they  numbered  eight  hundred 
warriors,  all  being  determined  to  join  in  the  common 
cause.^  In  conclusion  the  chiefs  said  they  would  leave 
some  of  their  warriors  with  the  troops  of  the  governor, 
while  they  themselves  returned  to  their  castles  to  send 
down  a  greater  number. 

With  this  speech  closed  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  and 
tiie  next  was  appointed  for  the  deliveiy  of  the  presents 
sent  to  them  fix)m  the  king,  and  also  by  the  governors  of 
Virginia  and  Massachusetts.  When  on  the  twenty«fifth  the 
presents  were  brought  forth  for  delivery,  the  Albanians  re- 
marked that  they  were  much  more  valuable  than  any  that 
had  been  previously  given  to  the  Indians.  So,  also,  thought 
the  recipients,  a  Mohawk  chieftain,  of  his  own  volition, 
addressing  his  brethren  thus : — ^'  You  see  how  you  are  here 
treated, — really  like  brethren.  The  governor  of  Canada 
treats  not  his  Indians  so,  but  sets  them  on  like  dogs,  and 
they  run  without  thought  or  consideration.  You  see  what 
a  noble  present  is  made  to  you.  If  the  governor  of  Gar 
nada  should  sieze  all  the  goods  in  that  country,  he  could  not 

1  Th«  MiaaMaguM  Uien  liTod  at  Detroit,  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron. 
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make  such  a  present."  ^  In  the  division  of  the  presents  chap. 
among  the  nations  represented,  two-eighths  thereof  were  w^ 
voluntarily  assigned  to  the  Missesagaes.  On  the  day  fol-  ^746. 
lowing,  being  the  twe&ty-sirth,  the  war-kettle  was  pat  over 
the  fire,  and  in  the  eveningthe  solemn  war-dance  was  per- 
formed, in  presence  of  the  governor  and  many  other  gen- 
tlemen. The  warriors  were  all  painted  for  the  occasion, 
and  the  appropriate  songs  were  sung  with  affecting  pathos. 
Before  the  Indians  dispersed,  the  governor  had  private 
conferences  with  the  leading  chiefs,  and  rendered  the  cov- 
enant chain  yet  brighter  by  making  farther  presents.  The 
two  Missesagaes  present  were  particularly  Iriendly.  One 
of  them  assured  his  excellency  that  among  the  Indians  yet 
&rther  than  themselves  in  the  interior,  there  was  a  grow- 
ing dislike  to  the  Frendi,  reporting  a  transaction  strongly 
coRoborating  his  assertion.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  a  party 
of  sixty  Frenchmen  had  lately  been  sent  to  one  of  those 
distant  nations  to  persuade  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  EngUsh.  They  accepted  the  hatchet, — and  im- 
mediately put  the  whole  party  presenting  it  to  death.  In 
conclusion,  the  Missesagaes  promised  on  returning  home 
to  bring  as  many  of  those  distant  nations  as  they  could 
upon  the  war-patii.  Unfortunately,  however,  both  sickened 
of  the  small-pox  and  died,— one  of  them  not  being  able  to 
depart  for  the  tear  hunting  grounds  with  resignation  until 
the  governor  had  promised  to  send  his  motiher  the  first 
French  scalp  that  should  be  taken.  His  companion  at  the 
council  died  on  his  way  home, — ^the  Six  Nations  at  once 
providing  for  their  wives  and  children,  who  had  accom- 
panied them  to  Albany. 

^This  aeoouni  of  ilie  Indian  negotiations  of  1746,  I  haTo  drawn  from  the 
oopiotti  deUilg  of  Doctor  Golden.  Smith,  the  historian,  Intimates  that  the 
presents  aotnally  giten  by  the  goTemor,  were  smaU  and  unsatisfactory: 
and  charges  that  Colden  wrote  a  partial  account  for  his  patron's  Tindioa« 
tion— his  excellency  haying  been  accosed  of  embessling  large  portions  of 
the  presents.  This  imputation  is  unwarrantable.  Colden's  account  was 
published  In  the  course  of  a  few  weelcs  after  the  council  closed,  and,  had 
it  been  untrue,  and  the  Indian's  speech  a  fiction,  the  dishonesty  would  hare 
been  exposed  at  the  t|me. 
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CHAP.  The  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive  witib.  the  Iroquois, 
v.^  having  thus  been  satisfactorily  renewed,  Mr.  Clinton  next 
X74C.  turned  his  attrition  to  the  Muh-he-ka-neok,  or  Biver  In- 
dians,— a  small  nation  residing  at  Stockbridge,  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Ma8sachu8etts,--ooinpQ8ed  of  remnants  of  the  Mo- 
hegans,  iNfarragansetts  and  Schaghticokee,  together  with 
various  other  smaller  clans  and  tribes  from  Connecticut, 
who  had  been  formed  into  a  community  some  t^en  years  be- 
fore by  a  philanthropic  clergyman, — ^the  Eev.  Mr.  Sergeant 
With  these  remnants  of  various  peoples  who  had  been 
peeled  and  scattered  in  ]^ew  England,  a. council  was  also 
holden,  the  result  of  which  was  satisfactory  to  all.  They 
readily  consented  to  engage  in  the  war,  ooncluding  their 
speech,  however,  in  words  equivalent  to  a  condition  that 
they  were  not  to  be  forgotten  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace ; 
^^  When  you  Christians, "  said  they,  ^*  are  at  war,  you  make 
peace  with  one  aaoother ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  us.  There- 
fore we  depend  upon  you  to  take  ca^of  us ;  in  confidence 
of  which  we  now  take  up  the  hatchet,. and  will  make  use 
of  it. "  ^    They  were  dismissed  with  praseats. 

Lingering  in  Albany  yet  a  full  month  longer,  Mr.  Clin- 
ton was  enabled  to  receive  in  person  the  Indians  from  the 
Susquehanna  country,  whose  principal  town  was  at  Oghquar 
go.  These  Indians  to  the  number  of  sixty  warriors,  ex- 
clusive of  the  usual  train  of  old  men,  wonien  and  children, 
— ^never-failing  attendants  upon  important  ooimcils, — ar- 
rived in  charge  of  Captains  Yrooman  andStaats,  about  the 
teaih  of  September,  ands^at  tkegovemor  onthenext  day. 
They  had  responded  to  the  summons  with  alacrity,-MK)m- 
plaining  nevertheless  at  the  lateness  of  their  invitation,  and 
regretting  that  the  negotiations  with  the  Six  If  ations  should 
have  been  concluded  before  their  arrivaL     Toward  the  Six 

1  Smith  Tery  improperly  classes  the  Rirer  Indians— called  by  him  after  the 
Dutch  orthography  Mohiokanders,— ^with  the  Bsopus  and  Susquehanna  In- 
dians, and  denounces  them  as  *<  dastardly  tribes,"  to  whom  Goyernor  Clin- 
ton "  gave  presents  for  promises  which  they  nerer  m^ftnt  to  perform.  '* 
Toward  the  Muk-kuk-kan-ook,  their  denun^i^i^tion  is  most  uigust.  They 
were  always  true  to  the  English,  and  poured  out  th^ir  blood  freely  for  them« 
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Fations  they  appeared  to  entertain  feelings  bordering  upon  oi^. 
jealoaay.  It  was  a  shame,  they  said,  that  these  Indians  w.,w 
had  not  sooner  nsed  the  hatchet  placed  in  their  hands  a  ^^^ 
year  before.  They  had  themselves  sometimes  been  de^ 
ceived  as  to  the  progress  of  the  war,  but  they  were  now 
ready  to  join  in  tike  contest, — ^adding  '<  We  know  several 
roads  to  Canada,  and  we  want  to  see  tl^e  hatchet  that  we 
may  grasp  it"  Whereupon  the  governor  threw  down  a 
cutiiass,  which  was  eagerly  seized  by  one  of  the  chieft,  and 
they  all  commenced  the  war-dance,— declaring  that  "  they 
should  keep  firmly  hold  of  the  hatc£et,  and  were  resolved 
to  use  it."  A  sudden  alarm,  caused  by  an  incursion  of  the 
enemy's  Indians,  and  the  murder  of  a  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  very  suburbs  of  Albany,  served  to  test  both 
the  fidelity  and  tiie  courage  of  these  Indians,  by  the  alert- 
ness with  which  they  spontaneously  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
hostile  party.  Several  of  their  number  remained  in  Al- 
bany to  act  as  scouts  or  guides,  as  occasion  might  require ; 
the  residue  being  dismissed  with  presents — ^having  promised 
the  services  of  six  hundred  braves  to  the  governor  whenr 
ever  he  should  summon  them  to  the  field.  The  governor 
did  not  question  the  sincerity  of  their  professions ;  but 
wrote  to  Mr.  Johnson  the  sixte^ith  of  September^  that 
^^  they  looked  as  though  they  were  determined  to  be  hearty 
in  our  cause,"  and  <'he  expected  their  warriors  to  join  him 
in  about  ten  days. "  It  is  astonishing,  nay,  inexplicable, 
how  completely  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  counsellors  were  left 
in  the  dark,  down  even  to  the  date  of  thQ  letter  just  cited, 
as  to  the  situation  of  a&irs  in  "Sew  England.  In  this  let- 
ter he  tells  Johnson  that  he  talked  to  the  Indians  f^  in  no 
other  light  than  that  of  going  immediatiely  to  fitting," 
and  adds  :  ^^  Five  hundred  troops  from  the  Jersies,  and  four 
hundred  from  Philadelphia,  have  arrived  here,  besides  seve- 
ral more  companies  from  Kew  York,  which  amount  to  over 
two  thousand  men.  More  are  expeated ;  and  as  I  hear 
t^at  the  fleet  was  seen  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  I 
conclude  they  are  before  now  at  I^ouisburg, — ^having  sent, 

28 
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GBAP.Bome  time  since,  an  express  to  Boston  not  yet  returned, 
w^«^and  I  think  he  must  be  detained  on  that  account.''  ^  The 
1746.  governor  also  in  the  same  letter  informs  Johnson  that  he 
has  sent  the  fourteen  Susquehanna  warriors  who  had  re- 
mained behind,  against  the  enemy,  attached  to  a  company 
of  sixty  inea  under  the  command  of  .Captain  Staats,  and 
from  whom  he  hoped  to  hear  a  good  account 

The  Canadian  governor  bad  not  been  an  inattentive  ob- 
server of  Mr.  Clinton's  preparations  for  meeting  the  In 
dians.  ^  He  had  indeed  adroitly  attempted  to  prevent  the 
gathering,  by  sending  a  number  of  Caughnawaga  emissa- 
ries among  tliem,  with  pacific  overtures*^    The  Onondaga 
captain,  taken,  as  already  related,  at  Crown  Point,  in  July^ 
was  to  accompany  theim,  charged  with  a  message  from  the 
governor  to  the  ed^l^ct,  that  although  the  warriors  of  the 
Six  Nations  had  kiUed  some  of  his  people,  yet  he  was  wil- 
ling to  overlook  the  past,  and  ^^  as  an  evidence  of  his  love 
for  them,  he  had  seQt  back  one  of  their  people  instead  of 
eating  his  flesh."    At  the  same  time  the  Caughnawagas 
were  charged  ^^not  to  spill  any  more  blood  from  Albany 
upward,  but  to  turn  t}ieir  arms  toward  their  inveterate 
enemies  in  Kew  Eng^nd.    *^  There,"  said  the  French  go- 
vernor, <^  There  is  the  place  for  you  to  gain  honor  now/' 
But  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  governor^  the  Caughnawa- 
gas  declined  the  honor  of  the  proposed  xmssion,  either  as 
0ie  bearers  of  intelligence,  or  menaces.    ''  Such  a  course," 
they  replied,  *^  would  only  stir  up  the  Six  fTatkms,  and 
bring  them  and  all  their  allies  to  destroy  you  at  once. 
They  are  not  to  be  bullied  by  your  words  or  arpis ;  where- 
fore, father,  we  must  leave  you  to  go  through  this  work 
by  yourself."    These  sudden  scruples  of  his  allies,  but  that 
the  French  govemcnr  was  doubtless  well  acquainted  with 
the  unstable  and  impulsive  character  of  the  Indians,  must 
^ell  nigh  have  confounded  him.    But  the  Caughnawagas 
nevertheless  dispatched  one  of  their  number  in  company 

^  MuiiiMrip^  letter,  Clinton  to  Johnson. 
*Idem  in  replj  to  a  letter  from  Johnson. 
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with  the  returning  oaptain,  as  the  bearer  of  a  message)  notcHAK; 
from  the  governor,  but  from  themselves,  to  their  former  w^ 
brethren,  conjuring  them  by  all  their  ancient  ties  of  friend-  ^746. 
ship,  not  to  embark  in  a  wm*  against  them,  and  begging 
them  to  give  information  of  any  plottings  of  Governor 
Clinton  against  them.  They  invited  the  Six  Jlfations  to 
visit  them  in  council  agaiaat  their  seaton  the  St.  Lawrence 
in  the  spring ;  and  requested  them  to  inform  Governor  Clin-, 
ton  that  the  French  had  eighteen  hundred  soldiers  4t  Crown 
Point,  ready  for  battle,  but  in  which  number  were  included 
eight  castles  of  Ottawa  Indians.  It  was  on  the  return  of 
the  Mohawks  from  the  council  at  Albany,  that  they  were 
met  by  six  of  their  own  people  as  the  beareA  of  this  mes- 
sage, which  they  had  received  from  the  r^uming  Onox^ 
daga  prisoner8,-^the  Caughnawaga  mesdie^ger  having  ven- 
tured no  farther  than  the  confines  of  the  Mohawk  territory. 
But  neither  the  message  from  their  former  brethren,  nor 
the  desires  of  the  French  governor^  made  the  slightest  im* 
pression  upon  the  Six  Nations,  since  they  communicated 
both  to  their  new  war-detain,  Johnson,  without  reserve  or 
delay, — ^giving  every  desirable  evidence  of  the  good  £ufth 
in  which  they  had  revived  their  English  allianee« 

It  was  suggested  by  0ome  oontemporaiy  writers,  that  in« 
asmuch  as  the  govemoi^  of  Canada  asked  only  for  the  next* 
traltty  of  the  Six  Kations,  the  dictates  of  hunanily  required, 
an  acqtdeeoence  on  the  part  of  the  English^  But  whoever 
has  studied  the  character  of  this  remarkable  variety  of  the 
human  family, — especially  of  the  Iroquois, — ^must  be  aware 
how  difficult,  if  not  how  utterly  impossible,  it  would  have 
been  to  keep  them  neutral.  The  Iroquois  were  the  aborigin- 
als of  all  others,  whose  friendship  and  alliance  was  most 
strongly  desired  by  both  the  principal  belligerents,  and  whose 
possible  hostility  was  anticipated  with  the  greatest  appre- 
hension by  both.  Their  position,  stretching  from  the  west- 
em  shore  of  Lake  Ghamplain  to  Lake  Erie,  placed  them 
like  a  barrier  between  the  Fi'ench  and  English  colonies, 
and  enabled  them  to  strike  with  sudden  fury  upon  the  bor- 
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Ott^.dera  of  either,  as  they  might  elect.  The  most  formidable 
wv-'in  numbers,  the  most  compactly  disposed  in  their  cantons, 
17^  and  the  best  governed  of  the  savage  race, — ^inured  to  war, 
and  accustomed  to  conquest, — ^their  name  was  a  terror  to 
the  Indians  from  the  country  of  the  Katch^  to  the  gulf  of 
St  Lawrence.  Their  trade  was  war ;  and  although  they 
had  for  a  season  evinced  a  strong  reluctance  to  engage  in 
the  contest  then  raging,  yet  the  French  were  continually 
tampering  with  them,  and  their  clergy  had  for  a  long  pe- 
riod exercised  great  influence  over  them.  They  were  them* 
selves  by  no  means  ignorant  of  the  importance  of  their  po- 
sition, nor  of  the  important  &ct,  that,  as  between  the 
French  and  English  colonies,  they  held  the  balance  of 
power.  How  desirous  they  might  be  of  making  the  most 
of  their  position,  the  English  could  not  tell ;  nor  had  they 
asiy  warrant,  in  the  event  of  neglecting  to  secure  their  ser- 
vices beyond  a  peradventure  themselves,  that  when  the  con- 
test should  become  fieree,  and  the  Indians  should  scent 
blood  upon  the  breeze,  they  might  not,  in  a  moment  of 
impulse,  throw  off  their  neutrality  and  strike  suddenly  in 
behalf  of  the  French.  Hence  it  is  maintained  that  the 
English  were  by  no  means  bound  passively  to  allow  the 
French  to  secure  the  advantage  of  a  neutrality  on  the  part 
of  the  Iroquois,  the  maintenance  of  which  would  be  so  ex- 
ta^emely  uncertain,  and  the  benefits  of  which  would  enure 
solely  to  the  party  proposing  and  so  strenuously  urging  it. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

1T46. 

The  governor  of  Canada  was  prompt  in  executing  the  crap. 
purpose  suggested  to  the  Caughnawagas^  of  striking  upon  ^v^ 
the  horders  of  New  England,  the  people  of  which  he  had  ^^^^' 
demgnated  as  their  most  inveterate  foes.    Indeed  the  In*> 
dians  in  Ihe  French  service  had  not  waited  for  that  sug- 
gestion, since  from  the  opening  of  the  spring,  the  whole 
New  England  frontier  from  the  eastern  border  of  New 
York,  had  been  kept  in  a  continuous  state  of  alann ;  their 
hamlets  were  often  in  flames;  and  their  fields  reddened 
with  blood. 

The  New  Hampshire  border  being  the  most  exposed, 
was  full  of  danger  at  every  point.  On  the  thirteenth  of 
Aj^ril,  the  Indians  appeared  at  a  township  called  Number- 
Four,^  and  took  three  men  prisoners,  and  killed  their  cat- 
tle. Four  days  afterward  a  larger  party  of  fifty  attempted 
tu  surprise  the  fort  at  Upper  Ashudot,*  hiding  themselves 
in  a  swamp  near  by  with  the  design  of  nuurching  into  the 
fcfit  on  the  departure  of  the  men  to  their  field  labors  in  the 
morning.  But  their  ambuscade  was  discovered  by  a  man 
who  went  fbrth  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  their  pur- 
pose frustrated.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  which  a  man 
and  a  woman  were  killed,  and  another  man  taken  prisoner. 
On  retreating,  the  Indians  burned  several  houses  and 
bams.  Three  days  afterward  a  parly  of  savages  came  to 
New  Hopldnton,  where  was  a  block  house  guarded  by 
several  men.  One  of  these  going  out  very  early  to  hunt, 
leaving  his  companions  asleep,  also  left  the  door  open, — a 

1  Sinos  named  Gliarleftowii. 
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CHAP,  very  convenient  instance  of  carelessness, — ^for  the  larking 
w^^  savage^,  who  thereupon  rashed  in  and  made  eight  pri- 
^^^-  soners — ^four  men,  one  woman  and  three  children.  On  the 
second  of  May,  Kumber-Foor  was  revisited^  and  a  party 
of  women  milking  some  cows,  guarded  by  several  soldiers, 
were  fired  upon.  One  man  was  killed,  and  two  of  the 
Indians  mortally  wounded  by  the  return  fire.  Two  days 
afterward,  Contoocook^  was  visited  by  the  enemy,  by 
whom  two  men  were  killed,  and  a  third  taken  prisoner. 
The  same  hostile  party  made  two  prisoners  two  days  after- 
ward at  Lower  Ashuelot,'  but  lost  one  of  their  number  in 
another  attempt  upon  the  liMe  fort  at  Upper  Aahaelot. 
About  the  same  time,  a  party  of  savages  made  an  incur- 
sion into  Bemardstown,  in  Massachusetts.  They  attaiiked 
a  house  garrisoned  by  only  three  men,  but  the  duty  jof 
these  was  performed  so  effectively,  that  the  enemy 
retreated  with  two  of  their  warriors  mortally  wounded* 
On  their  way  through  Coleraine  they  ambuscaded  a  roa4 
near  one  of  the  forts,  and  fired  upon  a  party  eonflisting 
of  a  man,  bis  wife  and  daughter,  and  two  soldiers.  Th» 
first  was  killed ;  and  the  woman  and  her  daughter  wound* 
ed.  But  on  losing  one  of  their  number  by  the  fire  of  the 
soldiers,  the  enemy  made  off.'  On  the  twmty-'fiMirth  of 
May,  a  company  of  troops  sent  for  th«  defence  of  the  in^ 
habitants,  was  drawn  into  an  ambuscadi^  in  Numbep-Four^ 
flind  in  a  smart  skirmish  which  ensued  five  men  were 
killed  on  each  side— -the  Indians  gaining  the  advantage  of 
making  a  prisoner.  A  month  afterward  another  qurited 
afiair  occurred  at  the  same  place.  In  thjui  instenee  the 
dogs  were  the  most  vigilant  sentinels,  but  &r  whcnn,  Osfh 
tains  Stevens  and  Baker  would  probably  have  been  drawn 
into  a  fatal  ambuscade.  The  Indians  having  been  disc&* 
vered,  the  provincial  detachment  had  the  advantage  of  the 
first  fire.    After  a  brisk  encounter,  the  Indians  were  driven 

^BoBoawen. 
>8wuiB«7. 
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away — ^leaviBg  evidences  of  considerable  loss.  Only  one  chap. 
of  the  provincials  was  killed,  but  there  were  five  wound- v,.^^ 
ed.  The  bodies  of  several  Indians  were  afterwards  dis-  ^746. 
covered,  concealed  in  a  swamp.  Guns,  hatchets,  spears, 
and  other  warlike  articles,  were  left  by  the  Indians,  the 
sale  of  which  produced  to  the  victors  between  seventy  and 
eighty  pounds.^  On  the  twenty-fomth  of  June,  two  men 
were  killed,  and  two  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Dummer. 
One  of  the  prisoners  killed  an  Indian  before  he  was  taken. 
Three  days  afterward  a  party  of  laborers  were  attacked 
in  a  field  in  Rochester,  only  twenty  miles  from  Ports, 
mouth.  The  men  were  unarmed.  Four  of  tiiem  were 
killed,  and  the  fifth,  wounded,  was  made  prisoner.  He 
was  taken  into  Canada,  as  t^e  other  prisoners  had  been, 
being  carefully  attended  to  on  the  way  until  his  wounds 
were  healed.  A  lad  was  likewise  made  prisoner  in  anoth* 
er  part  of  the  tawn*^ihe  men  with  whom  he  was  at  work, 
making  their  escape.  Tet  another  man  was  killed  in 
Bochester  soon  afterward.  On  the  third  of  July,  an  am* 
busoade  was  discovered  in  Hinsdale,  but  the  Indians  were 
put  to  flight  One  month  afl;erward,  they  again  revisited 
Number-Four,  and  killed  two  men  and  several  cattle* 
Two  men  w^e  surprised  and  taken  on  the  sixtli  of  Au- 
gust, at  Contoocook ;  and  a  large  party  visited  Penacook,s 
and  formed  an  ambuscade  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  a 
congregation  while  at  worship  in  their  chnreh.  But  ob. 
serving  that  the  men  were  well  armed  with  carnal  weap« 
ons,  they  delayed  an  attack  until  the  next  mornings  when 
five  men  were  kiUed,  and  two  taken  prisoners.*  Murders 
were  also  committed  agaan  in  the  neighborliood  of  Fort 
Dummer ;  at  Hinsdale ;  in  Winchester,  Poquaig,^  Green- 
field ;  at  Penacook,  and  in  several  other  places.    At  Pen* 

^  Manuscript  journal  of  Deaoon  Noah  Webster. 
1  Concord. 

'Belknap  is  the  authority  for  several  of  these  acoonnts  of  the  border 
•kirmishes  of  1740.    See  also  Hoyt's  AjtHquitUs. 
«  Afterward  oalled  Athol. 
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CHAP.acook  five  persons  were  killed.^      These  hostile  parties 

wv--  chiefly  came  from  the  St.  Francis  countrj,  through  Lake 

I7i6.  Memphremagog.      The    prisoners    taken    were  carried 

into  Canada,  where  some  of  them  died,  but  the  greater 

number  were  subsequently  redeemed  or  exchanged. 

But  in  addition  to  these  partisan  operations,  painful  to 
neighborhoods,  yet  more  irritating  than  important  in  their 
influence  upon  the  war,  there  was  one  of  amoreformida^ 
ble  character.  It  has  already  been  seen  that  the  French 
were  concentrating  a  strong  force  at  Crown  Paint;  and  it 
happened  that  at  the  veiy  time  when  Governor  Clinton 
was  opening  his  conferences  with  the  Six  Nations, — a 
combined  force  of  French  and  Indians  was  within  so  short 
a  distance  of  Albany,  that  had  the  officers  and  citizens 
there  assembled  been  aware  of  the  &ct,  they  would  most 
likely  have  felt  rather  uneasy  in  their  seats.  On  the 
brei^ng  out  of  the  war,  the  New  England  colonies  had 
erected  a  chain  of  small  works — stockades  and  block 
houses^-along  the  firontiers  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
diire,  from  Saco  to  Charlestown, — ^thence  down  the  Con- 
necticut river  to  Greenfield.  The  old  defences  at  the 
place  last  mentioned,  and  at  Nortiifield,  were  repaired ; 
and  another  cordon  of  similar  works  was  extended  fix>m 
the  Connecticut  across  the  Hoosic  mountain,  to  the  terri- 
tory now  forming  the  towns  of  Adams  and  Williamstown ; 
thence  south  through  Pittsfield,  Stockbridgeaad  Sheffield, 
at  each  of  which  points  stockades  were  erected,  and  also 
at  Blanford,  for  the  purpose  of  guaiding  the  principal  road 
from  the  east  to  Einderhook  and  Albany.  The  general 
command  of  this  territory,  belonged  to  Colonel  John 
Stoddart,  of  the  Hampshire  militia  regiment;  but  the 
immediate  command  of  the  posts  west  of  Hoosic  mountain, 
was  confided  to  Captain  Ephraim  Williams,  whose  head- 
quarters were  in  a  work  of  considerable  strength,  called 
Fort  Massachusetts,  upon  the  Hoosic  river,  within  the 
bounds  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Adams.     Small  but 

^  Hoyt'B  Antiquitiei, 
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active  scouting  partieB  w^re  kept  ranging  from  post  to  o^. 
poet ;  and  snch  was  tfaeir  vigilance  that  the  Massachusetts  v..,.^ 
border  suffered  but  little  during  the  years  1744  and  1745,  ^^^^* 
save  by  the  two  successive  incursions  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  Great  Meadow  settlement  •  above  Fort  Dummer ;    in 
both  of  which  a  few  persons  were  killed,  an4  a  few  others 
carried  into  caj^vity.    Irritated,  however,  by  th&  loss  Of 
Lonisborg,  the  French,  with  their  dusky  allies,  beeaxne 
more  active,  as  well  as  more  savage,  along  the  whole  boi> 
der,  as  the  reader  has  seen  in  the  rapid  account  just  given 
of  their  incursions. 

But  the  largest  demonstration  of  the  enemy  that  season, 
was  the  descent  of  Rigaud  de  Yaudreuil  firom  Orown 
Point,  upon  the  post  already  deseribed  ts  Fort  Massadhui. 
setts,  which  was  invested  by  that  officer  about  the  middle 
of  August,  witibi  a  force  of  regular  trooj^s  and  Indians 
numbering  nine  hundred  and  sixtyofive  men*  This  was 
the  extreme  northwestern  post  belonging  to  the:  colony, 
whose  name  it  bore,  amd  was  commanded^  aa  heretofore 
stated,  by  Oaptain  Bphraim  Williams,  l^s  eoEceUent  oft- 
cer,  however,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  foxHse  under  his 
immediate  conmiand,  was  at  Albany  at  th0  time  of  the 
invasion,  having  been  ordered  to  JointiliA  proposed  expc^ 
dition  so  long  in  preparation  for  the  conquest  of  Odnads. 
Meantime  the  fort  was  left  in  charge  of  John  Hawks,  a 
soldier  of  approved  courage  and  £soretion,  but  whose 
rank  was  no  highw  than  a  sergeant  Bat  higher  bonotli 
were  in  reserve  for  him  as  the  progress  of  hivlofy  tfill  ffia- 
close.  The  number  of  men  in  the  garjrison,  was  liep  more 
than  thirty-five,  eleven  of  whom  were  sick.  Tfaas  'Small  force 
moreover  was  yet  &rtherweakened  before  it  wasknoiBm  that 
an  enemy  had  arrived  to  besiege  it,  by  detaching  Doetor 
Thomas  Williami^  the  surgeony  and  thirteen  men^  with 
directions  to  make  the  best  of  tfaeir  way  through  the  .wil- 
derness to  Beerfield  on  the  Connecticut  river,  for  amnmni- 
tion  and  other  supplies.  By  tiiis  reductiouy  the  sergeant? 
commander  wae  left  with  but  eleven  effective  mei^ ;   «ii4 
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CHAP,  when  the  great  disparity  of  the  respective  forces  is  coiun. 
wv^'dered,  to  say  nothing  of  other  untoward  circnmstances,  the 
1746.  defence  he  made  of  the  post  may  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  gallant  affiurs,  of  no  greater  magnitude,  upon 
record.  The  enemy  showed  himself  before  the  slender 
works  on  the  nineteenth  of  August, — ^the.  very  day  on 
which  Mr.  Clinton  opened  his  conferences  with  the  Indi- 
ans at  Albany.  The  fort  was  most  unfavorably  situated 
for  defence,  its  site  having  been  designated  by  some  one 
who  must  have  been  lamentably  d^ijcient  in  the  science 
of  war,  since  it  stood  in  a  low  long  meadow,  commanded 
by  heights  in  every  direction.  But  although  short  of 
ammunition  himself.  Hawks  was  aware  that  the  enemy 
had  no  artillery,  and  he  determined  to  defend  ;  the  post  as 
long  as  he  possibly  could,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
advance  of  so  large  a  body  of  the  enemy  must  be  known 
very  soon  at  Albany,  and  the  possible  hope  that  a  compe*- 
tent  force  might  be  detailed  firom  the  main  army  to  his 
relief.  But  the  movement  of  M.  de.  Yaudreuil  had  been 
executed  with  such  profound  secrecy,  that  nothing  of  it 
was  known  at  Albany. 

The  enemy  cominence4  his  attack  at  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  ^d  continued  it  briskly  until  the  same 
hour  in  the  evening-r-approaching  attimes,  within  the  range 
of  small  shot  The  fixe  was  returned  with  vigor  and  effect 
fix>m  the  fort,  until  aboiit  one  o'clock  past  meridian,  when 
the  sergeant  discovered  that  his  ammunition  was  so  near 
exhaustion  na  to  require  an  order  tha.t  no  man  should  fire 
save  when  a  fair  opportunity  was  presented  of  doing  exe- 
cution. Such  an  order  was  disheartening;  but  it  was 
obeyed  with  advantage  as  was  soon  perceptible  from  the 
deliberation  of  every  subsequent  8hot»  and  the  obvious  fre- 
quency with  which  they  told.  The  mep  were  sharp-shoot- 
ers, and  by  singling  out  their  objects  amopg  their  assailants, 
many  were  brought  down  even  at  long  shots, — some  of 
them  Mling  while  standing,  as  they  supposid^,  in  perfect 
secuiily.    Two  soldiers  of  the  garrison  only  wejre  wounded 
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on  that  day.  The  fort  was  entirely  surrounded  dnring  the  csrap. 
night  following, — ^the  night  itself  being  rendered  hideous  s-.^^. 
by  the  dismal  bowlings,  and  the  warlike  songs  and  reyel<-  ^^^  ^ 
lies  of  the  Indians.  With  the  retnm  of  light  the  attack 
was  renewed,  and  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  one  of  the 
braye  fellows  in  the  fort  was  killed.  At  twelve  o'clock  me- 
ridian, the  assailants  ceased  firing,  and  an  Indian  was  sent 
forward  with  a  flag  to  request  a  parley.  The  invitation 
was  acceded  to,  and  the  sergeant,  accompanied  by  two  or 
three  of  his  comrades,  repaired  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Prench  commander,  who  offered  honorable  terms  of  capitu- 
lation. Hawks  returned  with  the  proposal  to  the  fort^  and 
convoked  his  little  army  as  a  council  of  war.  Prayer  for 
"wisdom  and  direction  from  above  was  offered  by  Mr.  I^or- 
ton,  their  chaplain,  whereupon  in  view  of  their  exhausted 
magazine,  and  the  fact  that  their  number  was  reduced  to 
eight  effective  men,  it  was  resolved  to  accept  the  proffered 
terms  and  surrender.  By  those  terms  they  were  to  be  re- 
ceived as  prisoners  of  war,  and  to  be  treated  with  humani- 
ty until  ransomed  or  exchanged, — ^terms,  moreover,  which 
the  French  commander  would  not  probably  have  granted, 
had  he  known  either  the  weakness  of  the  fort,  or  of  the 
force  defending  it  There  was  also  a  farther  stipulation 
tibat  the  prisoners  should  not.  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Indians.  The  enemy  took  immediate  possession  of  the 
fort  and  ran  up  their  colors ;  but  they  nevertheless  seemed 
in  equal  haste  to  depart,  and  actually  set  the  works  on  fire 
before  they  had  plundered  the  cellar  of  its  stores. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  were  not  strictly  observed  by 
M.  Yaudreuil,  and  several  of  the  prisoners  were  allotted 
to  the  savages,  by  whom  one  of  them  was  killed.  The 
others  w^re  all  kindly  treated,  both  by  the  French  and  their 
uncivilized  allies.  There  were  in  the  fort  two  women  and 
several  children, — to  the  number  of  the  latter  one  being 
added  on  the  second  day  of  the  march.  But  mother' and 
child  were  kindly  borne  along  by  the  Indians,  and  the  little 
stranger  brought  thus  rudely  into  the  world,  was  baptized 
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o^F.by  the  dbaplaiu.  The  prisonen  were  taken  to  Crown 
wy^  Point,  aoid  thence  to  Oanada^-*^the  gallant  sergeant  being 
1746.  every  where  treated  by  the  Ftenoh  aflieera  as  braye  men 
shonld  ever  treat  the  brave.  Arriving  Bucceeaively  at  Oham- 
blee,  Montreal  and  Quebec,  they  met  with  numbere  of  their 
cowittymen  in  captivity ;  but  they  were  themB^lves,  for 
tiie  most  part,  ultimately  redeemed  or  exchanged,  and  en- 
abled to  return  to  their  own  homes.  Bei]geant  Hawka  with 
several  of  his  t^ompuiiona,  was  shipped  from  Quebec  to 
Boston.  The  number  of  the  enemy  killed  or  badly  wound- 
ed during  the  siege,  was  forty-seven.  After  the  capitula* 
tion,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  besiegers  were  lying  in  am* 
buscade  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  fort,  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  take  it  by  surprise,  at  the  time  of  Doctor 
Williams's  departure  in  quest  of  supplies  on  the  Connecti- 
qut  river.  They  had  probably  no  idea  that  the  doctor^s 
small  party  of  thirteen  had  constituted  more  than  one-third 
of  the  garrison ;  and  they  allowed  the  little  platoon  to  pass 
without  molestation,  in  order  to  prevent  an  alarm  that 
■v^ould  have  discovered  their  presence  and  object.  * 

Remarkable  was  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  this  affair 
toward  the  prisoners.  It  is  a  single  bright  spot  of  relief  in 
the  geneirally  dark  and  bloody  picture  of  savage  warfare* 
But  &epe  was  an  episode  to  the  siege  and  captuve  of  the 
fyfty  of  a  deeply  tragic  character,  Vaudreuir*  Indiansi, 
numbering  about  fifty,  crossed  the  Hoosic  mountain,  with 
tSke  design  of  falling  upon  Deerfield.  Saving  reconnoitred 
the  village,  however,  an  open  attack  was  judged  to  be  im- 
prudent. They  accordingly  withdrew  two  miles  south,  and 
fbrmed  an  ambuscade  upon  the  margin  of  a  meadow  of 
newly-mown  hay,  for  the  purpose  of  rushing  U|K>n  the  hay- 
makers when  they  should  come  out  to  their  work.  Their 
object  was  rather  to  make  captives  than  to  kill ;  and  but 

K  ■  ■  ■     I  '  ■  .  '  '     '  '     '  ■ 

I  ]fj  autfioriiy  for  the  t»i$  given  in  the  present  aoconnt  of  the  chiTftlrous 
4eCeniBe  of  Fort  MaeeachusettSy  is  the  nnaasuming  manuscript  journal  of 
Sergeant  Hawks  himself,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  W.  Winiams,  of 
J^eerilelt,  grandioa  of  fitirgeoa  WnUaaa  oMiliotted  in  ih»  tost 
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Ibr  an  accident,  that  olgect  would  probably  have  been  ac-  c«ap» 
complifihed  by  the  seizure  of  the  laborers  of  two  &milies,  ^vw 
with  several  children,  numbering  in  all  ten  persons,  who  ^7^- 
oame  to  the  meadow  in  the  morning  as  the.  savages  had  an- 
ticipated. Alarmed  by  the  disohaige  <x£  a  gun  aimed  at  a 
partridge  by  a  fowler  who  happened  to  be  shooting  at  no 
great  distance  from  die  place  of  their  ooncealment,  the  In- 
dians steurted  up,  naad  first  killing  the  fowler,  rushed  dowyx 
upon  the  laborers  in  the  meadow*  Those  of  the  latter  who 
were  men,  being  armed,  made  a  resolute -stlmd  for  their 
own  lives,  and  tibe  defence  of  tilie  children.  A  struggle, 
vigorous  and  fierce,  ensued ;  but  the  disparity  of  force 
was  great,  and  three  of  tke  meai  were  killed  and  scalped* 
A  daughter  oi  (me  of  the  slain  was  likewise  severely 
wounded  by  a  blow  firom  a  tomahawk,  and  left  upon  the 
field  as  dead  ;-^but  she  recovered,  and  lived  to  an  advanced, 
age.  One  of  the  lads  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  and 
was  carried  aw8y,-^the  residue  of  liie  party  ma^ng  good 
thdr  escape.  * 

Meantime  tbe  summer  had  passed  awBy,  and  wilii  it  the 
best  season  for  active  operations  against  Grown  Point  and 
the  French.  CFemeral  Oo<!irch,  who  had  been  commissioned 
by  the  crown  for  the  special  service  <^  conducting  the  ex*' 
pedidon,  had  declined  the  appointment;  and  the  chief 
command  of  the  totem  at  Albatiy,  had  tibiu«  fiur  devolved 
upon  Governor  Olinton.  ^  With  great  psins  fmd  labor,  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy  had  finally  been  prendkd  upon  to 
take  an  efficient  part  in  the  contest,  but  tllere  was  not  yet 
an  immediate  demand  for  their  services  in  a  body ;  although 
at  this  late  day  it  seems  strange  that  large  numb^evs  of  themi 
were  not  employed  in  connection  with  the  rangers  who  had 

*Migo^  Qtmeral  8i»  WIIBmh  Q^ooh  wu  Ue«t«Baiit-g<yreyiufx  ancl  gatenor 
of  Virgjink^  froa  1727  to  174^4  .  .«^  He  siuUiaed  aa  oouwlleat  oharacter,  apd 
wav  popitlar  in  lti»  adminiAinitioii."  Ho  had  suporior  military  talents^  and 
eommanded  a  diTiflion  of  tlM  iogrooa  In  tho  vttaooooaiftit  attaok  om  Caitlia- 
ge&a  In  1740. 
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CHAP,  been  sent  out  fipom  Albany  to  scour  the  forests,  and  watch 
^-v-^  the  motions  of  the  enemy  at  the  north.    It  certainly  argues 
^^^  great  ne^i^ligence,  somewhere,  that  so  large  a  force  as  that 
led  against  Fort  Massachusetts  by  M.  Vaudreuil,  could 
have  made  such  a  movement,  approaching  as  it  did  within 
forty  miles  of  Albany,  without  the  £Etct  being  known  at 
headquarters  until  after  the  invaders  had  retired.    Yet  it 
appears  to  have  been  so«    Equally  in  the  dark,  moreover, 
was  Mr.  Clinton  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affiurs  in  New 
England ;  and  on  the  sixteenth  of  September,  timely  ad- 
vices not  having  been  received  from  Shirley  and  Warren, 
the  governor,  with  his  council,  came  to  the  reluctant  de- 
cision that  the  season  for  active  military  operations  was  so 
&r  advanced  as  to  render  an  expedition,  even  against  Crown 
Point,  impracticable,  and  that  nothing  more  could  then  be 
done  than  to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  frontiers.  ^    Four  days  afterward  letters  were 
received  both  from  Governor  Shirley  and  the  admiral,  the 
former  announcing  that  he  had  appointed  General  Waldo, 
of  Massachusetts,  to  the  command  of  the  northern  expe- 
dition, in  the  place  of  General  Gooch.  ^    But  it  was  now 
too  late ;  and  the  high  hopes  of  the  people  were  dashed 
with  bitter  disappointment    The  parept  government  had 
entirely  failed  in  every  engagement    I^e^ther  a  fleet  of 
adequate  force,  nor  the  promised  troops  under  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  had  appeared ;  while  the  tlxreatened  invasion  of 
the  l^ew  England  coast  by  France^  had  placed  those  colonies 
entirely  on  the  defeiisive,  and  it  now  only  regained  for 
Kew  York,  instead  of  attempting  a  descent  upon  Crown 
Point,  to  prepare  winter  quarters  for  her  own  levies,  and 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  afford  the  best  security  to 
her  frontiers. 

To  this  end  Mr.  Johnson  was  directed,  on  his  returq  to 
the  Mohawk  castie,  to  organize  war  parties  of  the  Indians, 
and  send  them  to  harrass  the  French  settlements  in  Canada. 

iManutoripi  ptooMdings  of  the  ooonoU  board. 
>  MuuMripi  jottnMls  of  the  ooonoil  board. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE  OP  8tE  WILUAH  JOHSdON,  BABI.  281 

But  hia  first  efforts  were  disconraging.    Many  of  the  In-  chap. 
dians  had  contracted  the  small-pox  at  Albany,  and  a  con-s-v-^ 
siderable  nnmber  of  their  finest  young  men  had  died  of  ^^^^ 
the  pestilence,  either  while  journeying  homeward,  or  after 
reaching  their  castles.    It  was  during  their  affliction  firom 
this  at  that  period  appalling  disease,  that  Mr.  Johnson  was 
pressing  them  to  go  against  the  enemy ;  and  his  urgency,  on 
one  occasion,  drew  a  rebuke  from  a  sachem  of  the  Canajo- 
harie  clan,  that  was  full  of  feeling : — "  You  seem  to  think 
that  we  are  brutes,"  said  the  first  chief;  '^  and  that  we  have 
ho  sense  of  the  loss  of  our  dearest  relations,  and  some  of 
the  bravest  men  we  had  in  our  nation.    Tou  must  allow  us 
time  to  bewail  our  misfortune." 

Nevertheless,  early  in  October,  a  party  of  seventy  war- 
riors, composed  of  some  from  each  of  the  cantons,  was 
made  up  for  the  purpose  of  harrassing  the  Canadian  border. 
Several  Englishmen  accompanied  this  party,  as  well  to  as- 
sist, as  to  be  witnesses  of  their  conduct,  under  the  lead  of 
a  son  of  Captain  Butler,  of  the  royal  forces.  But  they  had 
not  been  out  many  days  before  Mr.  Butler  fell  sick  of  the 
small-pox,  and  five  of  the  Indians  were  obliged  to  return 
to  cany  him  back.  The  residue  continued  their  course, 
being  instructed  to  avoid  the  paths  and  water-courses 
usually  traveled  between  the  English  and  French  colonies, 
and  to  thread  the  woods  and  cross  the  mountains  in  such 
manner  as,  if  possible,  to  escape  observation.  Another  small 
party  was  sent  forth  to  hover  about  the  precincts  of  Crown 
Point  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  intelligence,  and  render- 
ing such  other  service  as  chance  and  opportunity  might  re- 
quire. After  the  return  of  Mr.  Butler  the  first  party  found 
it  expedient  to  divide,— -thirty  of  the  Indians,  witih  ten  white 
men,  taking  one  direction,  and  the  residue  striking  off  in 
another.  The  first  division  fell  upon  a  French  settlement 
on  the  north  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  ten  leagues  above 
Montreal;  IpUed  and  scalped  four  people,  and  brought 
away  ten  prisoners,  one  of  whom  was  a  captain  of  militia. 
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CHAP.  Another  party  of  nine  IndianB  entered  Canada  still  nearer 
^-v-'ta  Montreal,  and  mingled  witli  tlie  Caughnawagas,  under 
^74&  the  guise  of  friendship.  Their  dissimulation  was  carried 
still  fitrther,  for  they  allowed  themselves  to  be  taken  to 
Montreal,  where  they  had  an  interview  with  the  governor, 
and  by  whom  they  were  dismissed  with  presents*  80  well 
did  they  play  their  part  that  they  were  entrusted  with  of* 
ficial  dispatches  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Crown  Point, 
and  were  also  charged  with  letters  from  officers  to  their 
friends  at  that  post.  These  communications  were  all  de« 
llvered  to  the.  commanding  officer  at  Albany  01^  their  re- 
tui?i.  They  moreover  had  the  good  fortune  on  their  way 
back  to  surprise  a  small  French  defence,  in  which  they 
killed  five  men,  bringing  away  one  prisoner  and  one  scalp.  ^ 
But  notwithBtanding  the  mortifying  failure  of  all  the 
plans  of  the  year  for  such  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  as  it  was  supposed  must  result  in  the  subjugation  of 
Canada,  the  immense  preparations  of  the  French  for  the 
recon<iuest  of  Cape  Breton,  and  possibly  the  invasion  of 
New  England,  were  equally  abortive,  and  her  high  hopes 
were  likewise  overthrown.  The  grand  armament  destined 
upon  this  service  has  been  described  in  a  former  part  of 
the  present  chapter.  Its  misfortunes  were  truly  remarka- 
ble. Indeed  before  the  summer  was  entirely  gone,  such 
accounts  were  received  in  Boston  of  its  distresses,  as  very 
materially  to  lessen  their  apprehensions  of  an  invasion,  even 
^  if  the  promised  augmentation  of  Admiral  Townsend's  na- 
val force  at  Cape  Breton  should  not  be  realized.  The  num- 
ber of  vessels  in  the  French  armament  has.  already  been 
stated.  Comprised  in  that  number  were  eleven  ships  of 
the  line,  thirty  smaller  vessels  canying  fi^om  ten  to  thirty 
guns  each,  with  transport  ships  conveying  land  forces  to 
the  number  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  men. 
To  this  force  a  squadron  of  four  ships,  under  Admiral 
Conflours  froia  the  West  Indies,  was  to  be  added, — 
D'Anville,  the  commander  of  the  whole,  being  a  nobleman 

^  Colden's  ftccoont  of  the  treaty  at  Albanj. 
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of  liigh  qaaUties  and  courage>  in  whose  conduct  the  nt-  chap. 
most  confidence  was  placed*  On  arriving  in  Nova  Scotia,  ^--v^ 
the  land  forces  were  to  have  been  joined  by  seyenteen  hun-  V 
dred  Canadians  and  Indians,  who  were  already  in  arms, 
awaiting  their  debarkation.  The  nudn  squadron  of  the 
French,  fitted  at  Bochelle,  was  ready  for  sea  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  May,  but  was  prevented  by  conitrary  winds  from 
getting  out,  until  the  twen<y-«eoond  of  June.  This  delay 
seems  to  have  been  ominous  of -the  train  of  adverse  cbs 
cumstances  which  fbllowed.  A  series  of  disasters  i^etarded 
the  progresd  of  the  fleet,  and  weakened  its  power.  The 
Count  did  not  pass  the  Western  Islands  until  the  fourth  of 
August.  On  the  twenty-fourth,  yet  distant  three  hundred 
leagues  from  Nova  Scotia,  one  of  the  ships  proving  un- 
seaworthy,  was  burnt.  In  a  storm  on  the  first.of  Septem- 
ber, two  ships,  one  of  seventy-four,  and  the  other  of  sixty- 
four  guns,  were  so  inuch  damaged  in  their  masts,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  West  Indies;  and  ohthfe 
fifteenth,  the  Ardent,  also  of  sixty-four  guns,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  put  back  to  Brest;  in  consequence  of  a  pestilential 
fever,  which  broke  out  among  the  drew.  D' Anvilie  «rrived 
at  Chebucto  on  the  twdflh  of  September,'  with  but  two 
ships  of  the  line,  and  only  three  or  four  of  the  tFarisports. 
One  ship  only  had  arrived  before  him  ^  and  after  waiting 
three  days,  finding  himself  joined  by  only  three  more  of 
the' transports, — and  having  heard  by  an  intereepted  dis- 
patch from  Shirley,  that  ^bef  English  fleet  had  arrived  on 
iiie  coast  in  pursuit  of  him,  although  Shirley's  informatipn 
was  incorrect,-^the  admiral  died  suddenly,— ^by  apoplexy, 
according  to  the  French  accounts,  and  by  poison,  self- 
administered,  according  to  the  English.  Monsieur  de  la 
Jonqui&re,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  an  officer  of  age 
and  experience,  was  on  board  of  D'Anville's  ship,  the 
Northumberland  *,  apd  having  been  created  a  chef  cTesoadre 
previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  by  the  death  of  the 
admiral,  he  succeeded  to  the  command.    Two  dap  ^fterr 
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CHAF.  ward  the  vice  admiral  D'Estoumelle^  olune  tip  with  three 
s.:^^^  or  four  more  of  the  miseing  shipe;  and  a  couhcil  of  war 
1746.  y^Q  thereupon  called  to  determine  what  next  should  be 
d<Mie.  Con6iderin|r  the  extent  to  which  their  forces  bad 
been  weakened  by  such  a  succession  of  calamities^  eqie^Uy 
unlocked  for  and  severe,  the  absence  of  many  of  theregu*- 
lar  troops  who  were  on  board  the  miasing  and  disabled  ves- 
sels, and  the  sickness  of  many  more  among  wh(Hn  the  fever 
was  n^ng  with  violence,  the  vice-admiralproposed  return- 
ing to  France.  Being  strenuously,  opposed,  however,  in 
this  suggestion  by  Jon<|ui^re^  and  overruled  by  the  council, 
D'Estoumelle  fell  upon  his  own  sword  and  died.  Jonqui&re 
thought  himself  yet  in  a  condition  to  conquer  Annapo^lis- 
Jtoyal  and  recover  Novi^  Scotia,  and  made  his  dispositions 
for  that  object.  Moat  of  the  sick  having  died  at  Chebucto, 
the  fleet  sailed  thence  with  the  residue  on  the  thirteenth  of 
Ocrtober ;  but  a  violent  storm  was  encountered  two  days 
afterward,  when  off  Cf^e  Sable,  which  continued  several 
days  and  separated  the  fleet, — ^two  ships  only,  one  of  fifty, 
and  the  other  of  tib^irty-six  guns,  remaining  in  compai^. 
These,  oti  approaching  Annapolia-Sqyal,  discovered  the 
CSiester  mim  of  war,  the  Shirley  frigate,  and  a  smaller 
British  vessel,  under  sail, — ^whereupon  they  retired  under 
a  press  of  canvass,  to  return  no  more. 

Such  waa  the  disastrous  terminatioii  of  that  memorable 
expedition  from  whii^h  so  tnucb  had  been  expected  tjy 
Frtoce*  ^  ^'Kever  had  so  greatan  annametirtbeen  dispsftohed 
fr^m  Europe  to  North  America ;  and  never  had  any  proved 
more  ineflScient."  *  The  t)e6lplfe  of KewEtiglandaccustomed 
to  see  the  hanid  of  Providenjee  in  every  event  of  human 
life,  viewed  their  deliverance  as  a  signal  and  direct  inter- 
position of  the  deity  in  their  behalf, — by  pestilence  and 
storm.  "Never  was  a  disappointment  more  severe  on  tlxe 
part  of  the  enemy ;  nor  a  deliverance  more  complete,  with- 

iHatehinson. 
>Grahs]ii«. 
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out  hniDaii  help,  in  favor  of  this  country."  ^    Not  a  single  c^. 
honest  effort  had  heen  put  forth  hj  the  ministers  for  their  w^^ 
defence  beyond  the  sending  of  Admiral  Tow^sei^d  with  ^^^^ 
reinforcements  for  the  sqtiadron  of  Commodore  Enpiwles 
atLouisburg;  ^'andthese  two  commandeiB/' says  Gr^afne, 
^<  doubtless  in  confonnity  with  orders  whiph  they  had  re- 
ceived, contented  jthemselves  with  guarding  that  harbo]^ 
from  attack,  without  making  the  slightest  demon^tratipn 
in  support  of  New  England." 

Gk)vemo7  Clinton  returned  to  New  York  ear^  i^  Oc,!^ 
ber,  meeting  his  council  in  that  city  on  the  £>urteenib  of 
the  same  month.  iBefcore  Leaving  Albany  he  had  made 
arrangements  for  a  winter  oamp  at  tjiiatplp^e)  m^  adppt^ 
measures  which  it  waa  supposed  would  be  adequate  to  the 
proteetion  of  the  frontiers.  His  detention  at  the  north  for 
nearly  three  moaths  had  been  unezpeeted,  wd  his  exertion? 
had  been  aroLuofus  and  patciotio«  The  QnH^  state  in  which 
he  found  .the  Indiaa  affidrs,  required  th^  exercise  of  all  H^^ 
prudence  and  attention  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  as^d  in  their 
management  he  had  d^ved  hut  little  assistance  from  the 
Board  d  Indian  commissioners.  Great  di^^ati/^^Mipn  had 
prevailed  respecting  the  conduct  of  this  board ;  and  know^ 
ing  that  the  governot^'s  c<mfldence  had  been  withdrawn 
from  them,  several  members  of  the  commission  Infused  to 
attend  the  council,  frankly  confessing  that  they  had  lost  all 
influence  over  the  IndlanSi' 

It  was  in  this  posture  of  that  important  branch  of  the 
public  affairs,  that  the  influence  and  servicfes  of  Mf .  John- 
son  were  invoked ;  and  the  management  of  that  depart- 
ment thenceforward  devolved  chiefly  tipon  him. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  duties,  the  governor  had  been 
likewise  compelled  by  the  refusal  df  Gen.  Gooch  to  serve 
in  the  campaign,  to  assume  all  the  cares  and  responsibili- 
ties of  military  commander4n-chief ;  and  the  cares  and 

1  Belknap. 

*  MannMiipt  Jouraali  of  ih«  ooaaeil  board. 
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CHAF.  responsibilities,  after  the  arrival  of  the  colonial  troop8 
wv-^  from  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  irrespective 
1746.  Qf  tjjg  Indian  administration,  were  by  no  means  light. 
Environed  by  difflcnlties,  and  limited  in  his  means,  contem- 
porary historians  have  not  awarded  him  that  meed  of  jus- 
tice to  which  he  was  unquestionably  entitled  for  the  zeal 
with  which  he  labored  to  discharge  his  public  duties. 

The  general  assembly  met  on  the  seventeenth  of  October ; 
and  the  governor,  being  indisposed,  instead  of  opening  the 
session  in  person,  sent  for  the  speaker,  and  through  him 
transtuitted  a  copy  of  the  speech  he  had  intended  to  deliver 
to  the  house,i— a  procedure  which  that  body,  acting  under 
the  iiifluence  of  De  Lancey,  and  not  coming  together  in 
the  best  possible  humor,  voted  to  be  not  only  unprece- 
dented, but  irregular.  De  Lancey,  it  will  be  remembered, 
on  his  rupture  with  the  governor,  had  sworn  that  he  would 
thenceforward  render  his  excellency's  administration  on- 
comforttible ;  <and  he  made  good  his  oath.  '^  Hb  uncommon 
"trracity  and  ease,  his  adroitness  at  a  jest,  and  his  conde- 
scension to  his  inferiorB,  wonderfully  fecilitated  his  pur- 
pc^es ;"  and  it  took  him  not  long  to  infuse  such  a  spirit  of 
factious  opposition  to  the  governor  tiiat  the  aasembly 
paused  not  at  measures  to  embarrass  him  of  the  most  inde. 
fensible  character.  BtiU  the  assembly  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  public  business.  The  speech  opened 
by  reheiandng  the  history  of  the  governor's  mission  to  Al- 
bany,— ^the  difficulties  that  had  attended,  and  the  measure 
of  success  which  had  crowned  it.  Owing  to  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  the  oommissionets^  the  Indians,  who  had 
been  tampered  with  by  the  French,  had  well  nigh  gone  over 
to  them ;  but  the  governor  said  he  had,  fortunately  aeoored 
tineir  alliance,  and  it  remained  only  by  judiciouB  measures 
to  retain  their  friendship.  The  events  of  the  summer,  as 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war, — ^feeble  enongh 
in  every  respect, — ^were  spoken  of;  and  a  call  was  made 
for  increased  appropriations  for  the  Indian  service,  for  the 
construction  of  additional  defences  on  the  frontiers,  and 
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especially  for  the  maintenftnoe  o^  a  winter  eneampment  in  chap. 
the  neighborhood  of  Albany,  for  the  shelter  of  the  troopfiv.^^ 
destined  against  Canada,  whenever  the  time  for  a  decisive  ^^*^* 
movement  shonld  arrive.    In  cottclnsion  the  speech  ex« 
horted  tHe  assembly  to  nnion  and  humony,  interposing  a 
caution  against  the  dangers  consequent  upon  encroach^ 
ments  by  either  branch  of  the  government  upon  the  oddsti- 
tutional  privileges  of  the  others. 

f  he  speech  was  a  very  fair  one,  and  nothing  appears 
upon  its  face  dictated  otherwise  than  by  a  very  proper  spirit 
Yet  such  Was'the  temper  of  the  assembly  that  the  speech 
was  like  the  dropping  of  a  spark  into  a  magazine.  The 
house  was  instantly  inlQiamed.  His  excellency's  '^  persua- 
ilions  to  harmony  excited  only  to  discord ;"  and  in  the  con* 
eluding  admonitions  against  encroachments  upon  the  pre* 
rdgatives  of  other  branches  of  the  government, — ^the  pre- 
rogatives of  tiie  crown  meaning, — ^the  assembly  discovered^ 
or  affected  to  discover,  a  degree  of  distrust  which  incensed 
them  exceedingly.  They  voted^  however,  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  subsistence  of  1iie 
winter  encampment  at  Albany ;  but  provided  forthetrans^ 
portation  of  supplies  to  tibat  city,  and  no  farther,— re&sing, 
in  effect,  the  means  for  bonveying  those  supplies  to  the 
several  posts  at  which  tikey  #ere  needed.  Parther  provision 
for  tiie  subsistence  of  certain  detachments  of  militia  which 
had  be^i  ordered  to  Albany  in  May  and  June,  was  likewise 
refused.  The  governor  promptly  sent  in  a  message  rebuk- 
ing the  legislature  for  its  parsimony,  aud  insisting  that 
when  at  the  preceding  session  they  had  voted  to  provision 
the  fotces  of  the  province  destined  against  Canada,  they 
had  as  a  consequence  pledged  thetnselves  to  bear  all  the 
charges  incident  thereto.  He  told  them  with  military  truth 
"that  the  provisions  for  an  army  are  so  necessary  a  part  of 
all  warlike  enterprises,  that  any  defeat  or  obstruction  in 
the  daily  supply  of  them,  might  defeat  the  best  concerted 
measures;  a^d  that  if  the  provisions  of  an  army  are  not 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer,,  it  would 
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ORAP.  be  in  the  power  of  thoee  charged  with  fiinushing  the  sap- 
w^-^plie0y  to  fruatn^te  aaj  eoterprise."  His  excellency  there^ 
1746.  £3j.Q  required  a  grant  fpr  trapsportii^  supplies  along  with 
the  foreesy  to  whatever  parts  they  might  be  ordere4*  The 
assembly  wa$  also  infio^ned  that  there  were  thirteen  hun* 
dred  and  sixty  men  at  Albany,  to  whom  but  a  portion  of 
their  promised  enli^ti^twt  bounty  )^ud  been  pijdd ;  and  the 
necessity  of  making  up  the  defio^ency  ipas  urged  in  suitable 
terms,  for  the  prevention  of  i^regul^ties  and  desertions. 

This  message  was  refeired,  nomine  contradieentey  to  9  com- 
mitte  cosksistixig  of  Colonels  Phillipse,  Morris  a^d  Sichuy* 
ler,  with  instruotiona  to  prepare  an  humble  rep^^eseptatjljon 
in  reply, — the  house  meantime  voting,  lit  addition  to  the 
ordinary  civil  list,  only  the  deficient  boun;!^  money.  But 
before  the  oommittee  had  prepared  its  report,  infonnatioB 
was  received  from  the  commismonevs  having  in  charge  the 
purchasing  of  provisions  for  the  foroee,  thtri;  Heary  Holt 
landf  late  high  eherifi*  of  Albany,  by  <Hiier  of  jO<4oiiel 
Roberts,'  had  broken  open  the  stpreohouses  in  that  cityi 
and  taken  ^iienM  a  large  quantify  /of  pnotistobs  in  their 
custody  foor  the  paUic  aM^aceL 

'  The  addiMs  reported  by  the /eommittee^  wM<an  anawe? 
both  to  the  special  message,  and  to  the  opening  speeeh  of 
the  session.  The  temper  of  4iiis  dodument  WM  fiXitix  aa 
might  well  try  that  of  the  governor.  In  rt^gard  to  th^ 
Indian  service,  the  committee  affedted  ignorance  either  of 
B  bad  disposition  on  tiie  part  of  the  Lidiaq^,  or  the  causes 
of  such  disposition  if  it  existed.  They  mid  they  had 
voted  liberal  supplies  for  this  departcoent,  and  for  the  cu^^ 
tomary  presents  to  tiiat  people,  adding  sigfttificantly,  ^<  in 
what  manner  that  service  has  been  performed,  your  exceU 
lency,  and  those  whom  you  have  thought  proper  to  employ, 

^An  officer  of  one  of  the  independent  oompinlee,  now  reieed  by  Mr* 
Clinton  to  the  rank  of  ooUmel  in  the:i]itsiided  expeditioa-  He  h$4:bj9eB  m 
MriMt  of  horte  at  tlie  eoeeiaioB  of  Qeorge  L,  and  waa  .eonneoted,  b/  hie 
flrtt  marriego,  with  the  earl  of  Halifax.  Uia.aeconjd  wife  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  that  Mr.  Harrison  who  had  bo  deep  a  ahare  in  the  ftieds  of  Coibj 
sad  Van  nam.— Am'M. 
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can  certainly  best  detenhine."    lA  respeoft  to  the  alleged  obap« 
mismanagement  of  the  Indian  department,  the  address  w^^ 
avowed  tibe  readiness  of  th^  aissembly  to  enter  ttpea  a  fell  ^^^ 
investigatibn,  whenever  the  govemot  should  coikitoimioate 
to  them  all  the  papers  and  documents  connected  with  that 
branch  of  die  pnblic  service  since  the  comiaencemeint  of 
his  excellency's  admilnistration, — tititil    which  time    no 
larger  sum  than  nscral  would  be  voted  for  that  department^ 
lest  there  should  be  further  misconduct.    The  winter  ^encamp- 
ment  was  ditidpproved  of,  as  being  calcnla^d  to  retard 
rather  iftian  facilitate  the  meditated  invasion  of  Canada. 
The  soldiers  cooild  n6t  bem:adec<!>mf<Milalbleinthe  climate 
of  Albany,  and  sickness  and  deitertien  would  'be  the  conee- 

^  quences  of  attempting  to  keep  tiiem  tbei^.  The  address 
declared  that  larger  appropriatioM  ihadbeen  voted  thaa 
even  the  king  had  eicpected.  The  ^impiirtatian  of  parsi* 
mony  was  thereibre  repelled ;  sis  «I86  was  the  intimation 
that  the  most  perfect  harmony  did  not  eadst  between  the 
$ffsrent  brandies  of  &ie  legiisdature.  It  was  hatOxer 
declared  that  the  asseibbly  was  to  gnardiagainst  the  private 

,  views  of -fltny  aittftil  or  desigiring  men;  ^ad  they  should  be 
sorry  to  find  that  any  stich  men  could  Jprevail  upon  his 
exc^llisndy  ix)  hteA  Hiat  haimoiuy  'so  necessary  for  the 
public  welfiure  ;«**4^ding,  that  if  any  such  persons  had 
been  infesing  such  distrostinta  his  exo^enqy's  mind,  they 
must  bave  had  oadster  ends  in  view,  and  could  be  no 
fri^ids  to  Uieir  eountiy.  Disclaiming  any  designs  to 
encroftch  upcm  the  prerogatives  of  others,  it  was  said  that 
although  collisions  ha^  happened  in  former  times,  yet  they 
had  arisen  from  the  bad  advice  given  by  designing  men 
to  the  governors,  rather  than  from  any  wanton  stretch  of 
power  by  the  people.  In  regard  to  the  tronsportation  of 
the  army  supplies,  the  address  vindicated  the  action  of  the 
anembly,  declarii^  "tie  circumstances  of  the  colony 
would  not  suffer  them  to  take  one  step  farther;"  but  the 
committee  nevertheless  concluded  th^ir  report  with  an  as- 
auvane^  that  as  &r  sa  was  consistent  with  the  duty  th^ 
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CHAP,  owed  bis  majesty,  they  would  always  endeavor  to  make 
s.v-'  ^^^  excellency's  administration  easy.  Tbis  last  declaration 
1746.  ^^j^g  a  mere  flourish  of  rhetoric,  hollow  and  insincere. 

The  address  was  presented  to  the  governor  on  the  fifth 
of  November.  Three  days  afterward  tbei  committee  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  complaints  of  the  ^commis- 
sioners of  supplies  touching  the  conduct  of  Roberts  and 
Holland,  in  breaking  open  the  stores  of  the  commissariat 
at  Albany,  brought  in  their  report  The  documentary 
history  of  the  controversy  upon  this  subject  is  long.  In 
brie^  however,  it  appeared  that  in  order  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  number  of  state  levies  caused  by  sickness, 
desertion,  and  death,  the. governor  had  annexed  to  these 
forces  four  companies  of  independent  fusileers,  the  supplies 
for  whom  did  not  fedl  witliin  the  precise  letter  of  the  act 
of  appropriation.  The  compaissioners  of  purcluuses  had 
consequently  refused  to  issue  provisions  for  these  four 
companies,  in  the  face  of  an  express  order  of  the  governor. 
When,  moreover,  the  forces  at  Albany  were  ordered  to 
march  for  the  carrying  place  en  route  to  Crown  Point,  the 
commissioners  revised  to  convey  the  pronsioas  to  the 
place  designated,  and- to  other  frontier  poititB  also,  for 
their  subsistence.  Under  these  circumstances,  having  an 
order  from  the  governor  to  meet  the  contingency,  issued 
under  a  special  impressment  adt  of  the  general  assembly, 
Eoberts  and  Holland  took  the  responsibility  of  taking  the 
necessary  supplies  from  the  store  houses*  themselves,-'- 
Doctor  Golden,  one  of  the  governor's  council,  having 
sanctioned  the  procedure,  after  in  vain  threatening  the 
commissioners  with  removal  from  office  as  a  punishment 
for  their  contumacy.  But  it  has  been  seen  that  under  the 
influence  of  Mr.  DeLancey,  the  assembly  was  rife  for  a 
quarrel  with  the  governor ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
censuring  him  in  the  first  instance  for  the  Warrant  that 
had  been  issued  for  the  subsistence  of  the  fusileers.  A 
second  resolution  was  adopted  approving  of  the  conduct 
of  the  commissioners ;  a  third,  declaring  the  warrant  of 
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Colonel  Roberts  to  Holland,  directing  him  to  open  thec^i*- 
stores  for  supplies  to  be  arbitrary  and  illegal ;  a  fourth,  ^y— ^ 
declanng  both  Roberts  and  Holland  guilty  of  a  high  mis-  ^'^^' 
demeanor ;  a  fifth,  declaring  the  breaking  of  the  store^ 
houses,  and  the  seizure  of  the  provisions,  to  be  a  manifest 
violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject;  a 
sixth,  declaring  that  Holland  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor  for  breaking  the  store-house ;  a  seventh, 
declaring  it  a  high  misdemeanor  for  any  person  in  authority 
to  attempt  by  threats  to  influence  any  officers  appointed 
by  law  to  violate  their  duty ;  an  eighth,  applying  the  last 
mentioned  resolution  expressly  to  Cadwallader  Colden,  and 
declaring  him  guilty  of  the  crime  charged;  a  nintii,  de« 
olaring  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  the  assembly  to  vote 
&rther  supplies  until  an  effectual  stop  should  be  put  to 
such  proceedings ;  and  a  tenth,  calling  upon  the  governor 
to  direct  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  the  delinquents. 
Mr.  Clinton  replied  to  the  address  of  the  house  of  the 
fifth  of  November,  on  the  tenth,  with  firmness  and 
energy, — exhibiting  more  of  dignity,  and  less  of  imita> 
bility  than  might  have  been  expected  utider  &e  cit cum- 
stances  of  t^e  case  from  his  choleric  tempen^ment  He 
had  supposed  the  bad  feeling  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the 
misconduct  of  the  Indian  commissioners,  matters  of  too 
great  notoriety  to  require  spedal  averments  or  commen- 
taries in  his  opening  speech.  But  in  order  to  the  better 
understanding  of  the  case  by  the  assembly,  he  hadorderefd 
copies  of  the  documents  which  they  had  intimated  a 
desire  to  examine,  to  be  laid  before  them,  whenever  it 
might  suit  them  to  make  the  call.  Had  they  asked  for 
information  respecting  the  military  transactions  at  Albmy, 
befoi^  expressing  their  dissatisfaction  with  those  traneae- 
tions,  the  governor  suggested  that  they  might  possibly 
hiave  formed  different  opinions,  or  arrived  at  different 
conclusions  in  regard  to  them.  His  excellency  censured 
Ibe  house  for  having  given  publicity  to  their  address; 
ezpreseed  b&  regret  that  Mm  reoommendttioM  for  a  goftd 
81 
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CRAP-  agreement  among  the  diflferent  branches  of  the  govern* 
v-v^ment  in  times  of  danger  should  have  given  offence ;  and 
^^^  renewed  his  protestations  of  a  sincere  desire  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  harmony  in  his  administration.  ^^And  now 
gentlemen,"  he  added,  ^^I  think  this  is  an  occasion  on 
which  I  may  be  allowed  to  tell  you,  that  wilhin  the  six 
months  last  past,  I  have  gone  through  with  more  diffi- 
culties, I  have  had  less  assistance,  and  I  have  done  more 
for  this  province,  than  I  believe  any  governor  of  New 
York  has  done  before  me ;  I  feel  in  my  own  heart  my  zeal 
ibr  my  king  an4  my  country's  service ;  and  therefore  I  can 
with  pleasure  lay  tiie  account  of  my  administration  at  his 
majesty's  feet  Meantime  I  shall  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  be  careftd  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  every  man 
under  my  government  I  sh^  be  more  especially  careful 
of  the  preservation  of  your  privileges ;  and  at  the  same 
time  to  preserve  that  part  of  his  majesty's  authorily 
entrusted  to  rx\e.'* 

This  message^  however,  haying  b^en  prepared  in  answer 
to  the  proceedings  of  th^  assembly  of  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber, form^  of  course  no  answer  to  tiie  resolutions  of  the 
eighth)  respecting  the  seizure  of  flie  provisions  at  Albany 
by  Boberts  and  Holland,  and  demanding  the  arrest  aQ.d 
^ri|d  of  those  officers.  Indeed  it  is  most  likely  that  those 
vesolutions  had  not  been  communicated  to  the  governor  in 
form  when  this  message  was  delivered,  the  tone  of  which 
was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  already  excited  feelings  of 
the  legislature.  A  recess  of  ten  days,  from  the  fourteenth 
to  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  was  allowed;  and  on 
reassembling  of  that  body,  a  message  was  in  readiness  to 
meet  them,  extended  and  elaborate,  answering  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  ei^th  serkUimj  and  justifying  the  proceedings 
at  Albany,  which,  his  excellraicy  declared,  had  been  direct- 
ed by  himself  imd  hie  council  under  the  pressure  of  the 
utmost  necessity. 

Viewing  the  transactions  in  question  at  this  length  of 
time,  although  the  oonamissioners  entrusted  by  the  assem- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lm  07  SIR  WILLIAM  J0HN80K,  BART.  M8 

bly  with  the  supplies,  whose  duty  it  was  to  deliver  them  chap. 
out,  and  the  assembly  which  sustained  their  course,  hadw^.^ 
the  advantage  of  the  popular  side  of  the  controversy,  yet  ^'^^- 
it  seems  equally  certain  that  those  commissioners  acted  in 
a  manner  greatly  embarraesing  to  the  public  service ; — ^for 
what  substantial  reason  does  not  appear.  Mr.  Clinton,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  crown,  and  in  concert  with 
Governor  Shirley  and  Admiral  Warren,  had  planned  what 
was  intended  to  be  ie^  final  and  decisive  descent  upot  Cailada, 
— the  conquest  of  which  was  indispeneable  to  the  security 
and  repose  of  the  English  colonies, — ^for  which  purpose  the 
forces  had  been  collected  at  Albany.  In  October  they  were 
ordered  to  advance  to  the  carrying-place  between  the  Hud- 
son river  and  Lake  Champlain, — ^to  which  point  the  com- 
missioners of  subsistence  Were  requested  to  forward  the 
necessary  supplies  from  the  store  houses  in  Albany.  The 
request  was  refused  under  the  flimsy  pretext  that  they  were 
not  in  funds  that  could  be  appiied  to  that  purpose.  Those 
commissioners  were  John  Cuyler  and  l)irck  Ten  Broeck. 
On  being  demanded  by  Colonel  Roberts  whether  they 
would  deliver  the  provisions,  should  the  means  of  trans- 
portation be  provided,  they  refused  because  they  had  no 
power,  as  they  alleged,  to  comply.  The  colonel  then 
demanded  whether  they  would  deliver  the  provisions  to  a 
commissary,  or  to  the  quartermasters,  under  the  warrant  of 
the  governor,  to  be  receipted  for.  'This  request,  right  in 
itself,  and  reasonable  withal,  was  also  refused,  upon  the 
mere  technical  pretext  that  by  the  act  of  the  assembly  they 
were  allowed  to  deliver  supplies  "  only  to  the  captains." 
All  these  excuses  wete  obviously  evasions.  The  Schuylers, 
whose  interest  was  powerful,  were  oft'eiided  because  Mr. 
Johnson  was  rising  into  favor  iti  the  Indian  department. 
Do  Lancey,  who  had  been  succeeded  in  the  governor's 
affections,  by  Colden,  was  implacable ;  and  he  was  omnipo- 
tent with  the  assembly,  of  which  body  the  commissioners 
were  the  agents.  Hence  it  was  the  policy  of  each  of  these 
interests  to  embarrass,  rather  than  to  strengthen,  the  corn- 
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cmp.  mander-in-cliief  Yet  the  frontiers  must  be  protected ;  and 
w^^^  the  orders  to  Colonel  Roberts  were  peremptory  to  move 
1746,  jjjg  forces  northward  to  the  carrying-place.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  after  the  refusal  of  the  commissioners  to 
move  the  provisions,  consisting  of  Lieutenant-Colonels 
^berts  and  Marshall,  and  M^ors  Clarke  and  Ruther- 
ford,— the  latter  officer  being  also  one  of  the  executive 
council, — at  which  it  was  determined|  as  the  only  alterna* 
tive  in  the  emergency,  to  make  use  of  a  warrant  granted 
in  anticipation  of  some  such  act  of  contumacy,  authorizing 
the  impressment  of  the  necessary  supplies  from  the  colonial 
stores,  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  taking  all  proper 
measures  to  guard  against  waste  or  extravagance^  The 
case  was  stated  with  all  frankness  and  candor  in  the  mes- 
sage, yet  without  asperity.  But,  although  under  the  cir- 
cumstances then  existing,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  what 
other  course  could  have  been  adopted  on  the  instant  of  the 
emergency,  the  governor's  explanations  nevertheless  gave 
no  satisfaction  to  the  assembly,  as  was  made  fully  to  appear 
by  the  resolves  passed  two  days  afterward.  In  addition  to 
ti^e  declaration  of  dissatisfaction,  it  Was  resolved  that  no 
further  supplies  should  be  voted  while  the  abuses  of  which 
^ey  complained  were  openly  avowed  and  encouraged.  A 
tlinist  was  likewise  aimed  at  Doctor  Golden,  who  had  con- 
curred in  the  proceedings  of  Colonel  Roberts,  and  who  had 
doubtless  advised,  if  he  had  not  prepared,  the  vindictory 
message,  by  a  resolution  declaring  "that  whoever  had 
advised  the  said  message,  had  endeavored  to  create  jealous- 
ies and  dissensions  among  the  several  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature ;  had  encouraged  a  manifest  breach  of  the  laws  of 
the  colony;  and  were  enemies  to  the  constitution  thereof/' 
But  notwithstanding  the  attitude  thus  assumed,  the  assem- 
bly still  avowed  its  readiness,  as  soon  as  proper  assurances 
were  given  that  the  alleged  abuses  should  be  effectually 
prevented,  to  vote  an  ample  allowance  for  the  subsistence 
pf  the  forces. 
Mr.  Clinton  was  either  alarmed  at  the  resolutions,  or  else 
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he  judged  it  no  suitable  time  for  a  controversy.  Hismes-  oii^. 
sage  in  reply  was  conciliatory  if  not  yielding.  He  only  w,^^ 
required  that  for  the  future,  the  provisions  for  the  aimy  1746» 
should  be  delivered  out  agreeably  to  the  existing  engage^ 
ments  of  the  assembly,  in  which  case  nothing  that  had 
happened  could  or  should  happen  again.  He  also  pledged 
himself  that  all  possible  care  should  be  taken  of  the  pro- 
visions,  and  exact  accounts  rendered.  This  advance  had 
the  effect  of  allaying  the  storm,  and  the  assembly  applied 
itself  to  its  duties  in  a  spirit  that  encouraged  the  governor 
to  call  for  additional  supplies  for  the  mainteniuiee  of  arti** 
zans  among  the  Benecas,  and  also  for  bounty  money  for 
female  scalps — ^bounties  being  allowed  only  upon  the  scalps 
of  males  by  the  existing  laws.  The  immediate  cause  tor 
preferring  this  request,--«o  abhorent  to  the  feelings  of  the 
present  day, — was  the  fiftct  that  a  party  of  the  Six  Nations 
had  recenlly  brought  in  three  female  prisoners  from  Canada, 
and  one  female  scalp.  Evidence  was  thus  afforded  that  the 
Oonfederates  had  at  length  engaged  heartily  in  the  war ; 
and  llie  governor  tiiought  thqr  should  be  encouraged  in 
the  manner  proposed.  The  same  message  also  demanded 
supplies  for  Oswego,  and  announced  that  Mr.  Johnson  had 
become  the  contractor  for  tiiat  post, — ^with  a  stipulation 
that  no  higher  charges  should  be  made  in  time  of  war,  than 
it  had  b^n  usual  to  pay  ib  time  of  peace.  Heed  was  taken 
of  tiieee  requisitions,  and  the  necessary  supply  bills  both 
for  the  civil  and  military  service,  were  passed.  ^  An  act 
was  also  passed  authorizing  a  lottery  to  raise  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  founding  a  college  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  This  was  the  first  step  taken  toward 
tiie  establishra^Dft  of  Kings,  now  Columbia  College,-— so 
far  behind  the  colonists  of  New  England  were  those  of 
New  York,  on  the  great  subject  of  education.  * 

iMMiQMript  Htt«r  from  Johnaon  to  Cm^L  Jehm  GaihM'wood,  Mknaw. 
ledglngYMeipi  «f  ftMoct  t&ftt  tfct  sMemblj  kad  bj  naolati^a  ftppra^td  aC 
the  goT«raot'BT«eanaMBdalioB  thai  fat  (Johmson)  ikovld  0upplj  the  troops 
at  Oawefo.    I%aiik8  the  govamor,  asd  pronusea  to  aoi  wUh  aiiargy,  ^ 

sThia  waa  at  tha  diatanoa  al  laora  ftkaa  ona  haadred  and  Avaatj  yaara 
allar  iha  diaooTtry  and  aaiilamant  of  Now  York,  wharaaa  tha  ooloniaa  of 
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CHAP.  It  was  now  the  fourth  of  December,  and  the  general  assem-* 
s-.^,^  bly  was  drawing  its  session  to  a  close.  Mr.  DeLancey,  how- 
1746,  ever,  could  not  allow  the  session  to  terminate  without  mak- 
ing another  demonstration  against  his  rival,  Doctor  Colden, 
On  the  day  last  mentioned,  the  chief  justice  called  th^ 
attention  of  the  legislative  council  to  a  pamphlet  giving  an 
account  of  the  Indian  negotiations  at  Albany,  of  which  so 
much  has  already  been  said  in  the  present  chapter^  wherein 
it  was'  set  forth  that  although  the  governor  had. requested 
the  members  of  his  council  to  attend  and  assist  in  those 
negotiations,  three  only  had  complied  with  the  request,  viz : 
Messrs.  Golden,  Livingston,  and  Hutherford.  According 
to  that  narrative,  therefore,  his  excellency  had  been  left  to 
act  with  the  smallest  number  of  counsellors  that  could  con- 
stitutionally form  a  board.  Mr.  DeLancey  considered  this 
statement  a  reflection  upon  the  non-attending  councilors, 
and  moved  that  the  printer  of  the  pamphlet  be  summoned 
to  the  bar,  to  answer  as  to  its  authorship*  Ajx  animated 
debate  ensued  upon  the  motion,  in  the  course  of  which  Dr. 
Golden  averred  the  authorship,  and  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  its  publication.  Messrs.  DeLaneey,  Horsmandeik 
and  Murray  successively  uttered  some  animadversions  upon 
the  pamphlet ;  and  on  the  motion  of  the  foimer,  a  vote  of 
censure  was  adopted,  denouncing  the  offensive  passage  as  a 
misrepresentation  of  the  &cts,  and  an  invidious  reflectioq 
upon  those  members  of  the  council  who  did  not  accompany 
the  governor  to  Albany. 

MuMohusetta  and  Conn^tiput  had  commenoad  thair  InBtitutiona  of  classi- 
cal learning  Yery  soon  after  planting  their  Colonies.  Smith,  the  faSstoHan, 
states  that  for  manj  years  within  his  recoUeetion  the  only  aoademios  in  the 
oolony  of  New  Tork,  except  snoh  as  were  in  hely  orderst  were  Mr.  DeLancey 
a  graduate  of  Cambridge*  England,  and  Mr.  Smithi  (the  historian^s  father,) 
who  was  at  the  bar.  At  the  time  CTon^  now  under  examination,  there  were 
not  above  thirteen  graduates  in  the  oolony,  excluding  the  clergy.  Except 
Mr.  DeLancey,  there  was  then  no  graduate  of  a  college  upon  the  bench,  or 
in  either  of  the  braaohee  of  the  legislature*  The  praelice  then,  even  of  the 
most  opulent  of  the  citisens,  whose  attention  waageaeraUy  engroesed  with 
commerce,  was  to  send  their  sons  durectly  firom  the  writing  school  to  the 
counting  room,  and  thence  to  tbe  WestLidiee. 
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The  session  closed  on  the  following  day.    No  events  of  chap. 
public  or  political  importance  occurred  within  the  province  >...,,^ 
of  New  York  during  the  residue  of  December ;  nor  did  the  ^ '  *®- 
enemy  after  tiie  capture  of  Fort  Massachusetts,  harrass  the 
northern  border  any  more  during  this  year. 

Meantime,  Mr.  Johnson  was  growing  rapidly  in  the  favor 
of  the  governor,  to  whom  he  paid  a  visit  in  New  York 
toward  the  close  of  the  autumn.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  the  date  of  Johnson's  elevation  to  the  military 
rank  of  colonel ;  but  it  most  have  been  at  about  the  period 
of  time  now  under  review.  He  had  a  brother,  Warren 
Johnson,  a  captain  in  the  royal  service,  who  had  recruited 
a  company  in  Boston  that  yeai*.  The  captain  wrote  to  his 
brother  William,  on  the. ninth  of  October,  that  his  uncle 
Warren,  (the  admiral,)  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  Louis- 
bnrg,  and  that  his  lady  was  preparing  to  return  to  New 
York  to  pass  the  winter.  On  the  tenth  of  December,  the 
captain  was  in  New  York  on,  his  way  to  the  Mohawk 
country  to  visit  his  brother.  By  his  hand,  under  the  last- 
mentioned  date,  governor  Clinton  addressed  a  letter  '^  To 
Oolcnei  WQUam  Johnson^  ai  Albcmy.'*  This  is  the  earliest 
document  I  have  found  among  the  Johnson  manuscripts» 
supersmbed  with  a  military  title.  The  letter,  the  main 
purpose  of  writing  which  was  to  request  iixe  colonel  to  pur- 
chase for  his  excellency  a  pair  of  black  stallions,  contained 
the  following  passage : — "  This  comes  by  your  brother.  I 
hope  he  will  find  you  well.  I  hear  nothing  of  news  but 
what  he  will  tell  you.  I  have  recommended  you  to  his 
migesty'a  &vor  through  the  duke  of  Newcastle.  I  must 
desire  you  will  keep  up  the  Indians  to  th^ir  promises  of 
keeping  out  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French." 
From  this  letter,  therefore,  it  is  probable  that  Clinton  had 
just  then  oommissioned  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  colonel,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  crown. 

The  operations  of  the  New  Englanders  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ended  disastrously.  The  French  and  Indian  forces,  whose 
purpose  it  was  to  cooperate  with  the  fleet  of  the  Count 
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CHAP.  D'Anville,  did  not  retire  from  that  peniiMula  on  the  di&- 
w^^^^persion  of  the  fleet,  and  General  Shirley  judged  it  neces- 
1746.  gary  to  send  a  body  of  provincials,  to  dislodge  them.  The 
levies  from  Massachusetts,  with  the  exception  of  those  on 
board  of  one  of  the  transports  which  was  wrecked,  arrived 
at  Annapolis  in  safety,  as  also  did  two  hundred  of  the  New 
Hampshire  troops.  One  of  the  New  Hampshire  transports, 
after  a  blundering  cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  was  decoyed 
to  a  French  sloop,  and  the  crew  captured.  The  Rhode  Island 
levies  did  not  reach  their  place  of  destination,  their  vessels 
being  vn*ecked.  In  the  course  c^  the  winter,  the  Massachu* 
setts  forces  at  Annapolis  being  inferior  in  numbers  to  the 
enemy,  yet  deceived  as  to  the  extent  of  the  disparity,  were 
drawn  into  the  field  by  false  representations,  and  defeated, 
after  a  severe  engagement,  in  the  midst  of  a  driving  snow 
storm  at  Minas.  C!ol.  Arthur  Noble,  with  about  sixty  men, 
was  killed,  and  there  were  fifty  wounded.  Noble's  »rmy  did 
not  exceed  six  hundred  men ;  and  the  survivors  of  the  bat* 
tie,  unable  to  escape,  were  compelled  to  capitulate.  Chevar 
lier  Ramsay  commanded  the  French ;  but  notwithstanding 
his  victory,  he  did  not  venture  to  attack  Annapolis,  nor  did 
the  French  inhabitants  yet  move  in  their  meditated  revolt^ 
The  posts  on  the  western  border  of  New  Hampshire,  had 
been  guarded  by  troops  from  Maasachusetts ;  but  inas- 
much as  those  posts  were  without  the  jurisdictian  of  the 
colony,  the  garrisons  were  vnthdrawn  late  in  the  autumn. 
The  settlers  along  that  border,  being  left  thus  exposed,  fell 
back  upon  the  larger  towns — taking  away  such  of  their 
goods  as  they  could  remove,  burning  such  as  could  not 
be  concealed  in  the  earth  without  damage,  and  leaiving 
the  residue  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  But  the 
enemy  was  not  active  during  this  winter,  audits  de^  repose 
in  the  forests  of  the  north  was  only  broken  onea^  by  an 
attack  of  the  Indians  upon  Fort  Hinadale,  occupied  <mly 
by  six  families,  by  the  stalwart  handA  of  which  the  post  was 
successftiUy  defended. 

1  Belkn»p,  Orahome,  Hatohinson,  Hojt. 
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Impatient  of  delay,  and  anxious  that  the  blow  so  longosAP. 
meditated  against  Canada  might  be  struck  before  the^^^ 
French  shoold  have  power  to  repel  it,  the  active  mind  of  1747. 
Shirlej  eonoeiyed  the  project  of  a  descent  upon  Crown 
Point  at  mid^winter.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
was  readilj  persuaded  to  second  the  enterprise;  and  on 
the  fiixteentji  of  January,  Governor  Clinton  comniunicated 
to  his  Qouncil  a  veiy  long  letter  from  Mr,  Shirley,  setting 
forth  hia  plans,  and  urging  the  cooperation  of  Kew  York| 
and  the  adoption  of  immediate  and  vigorous  measures  to 
that  en4*  It  was  Shirley's  intention,  while  the  trpops 
destined  directly  against  Crown  Point  were  concentrating 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany,  to  create  a  diversion  in 
the  enemy's  country,  by  detaching  a  force  of  five  hundred 
men,  to  march  through  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  and 
fall  upon  thiB  villages  of  the  St,  Prancis  Indians,  two 
hundred  miles  north  ^  the  English  settlements.  A  simi- 
lar movement,  for  the  like  object^  was  urged  upon  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  to  be  nmde  against  Fort  Frontenac  by  the 
way  of  Oswego.  Could  tihe  French  be  thqs  doubly 
disl^aoted  by  ramultan^ouB  attacks  at  those  distant  points, 
it  was  presumed  ihM  in  respect  to  the  grand  ent^rpri/se 
against  Crown  Point  and  Montreal,  tiher e  could  l^emeii)  no 
well-£3unded  doubt  of  success.  Mr.  Shirley,  therefore, 
eeeming  to  take  it  for  granted  that  l^ew  York  would 
seeond  the  jenterp;rise  without  hesitation,  much  less  with 
reluctance,  asked  for  the  services  of  its  levies,  then  in 
garrison  at  Albany,V  and  requested  that  accommodations 

>The  New  York  foro«9  ^xuhki^  the  winter  of  1746— *47,  were  di8trlbate4 
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CHAP,  for  the  New  England  troops  might  be  provided  at  Sara- 
v-v-"  toga.  He  desired  farther  that  the  Six  Nations  might  be 
1747.  brought  into  th^  field,  and  that  forts  might  be  erected  by 
New  York,  at  the  heads  of  Lakes  George  and  Champlain.^ 
The  letter  w^s  referred  to  a  comipittee  by  the  council, 
the  report  of  which  was  indecisive  s^nd  unsatis£Gtctory. 
The  committee  affected  to  be  in  fiftvor  of  the  enterprise, 
yet  doubted  the  practicability  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion before  the  breaking  up  of  winter.  It  was  alleged 
that  there  were  sufELcient  accommodatioiis  for  the  New 
England  levies  at  Saratoga ;  the  forts  could  not  be  built 
in  time  to  guard  the  portages  at  the  heads  of  the  two 
lakes ;  and  as  to  the  proposed  design  against  Fort  Fronte- 
nac,  New  York  was  tiien  in  no  condition  to  undertake  it. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  committee  thought- "a  winter 
campaign  against  Crown  Point  was  liable  to  many  diffi- 
culties, and  would  be  a  hazardous  undertaking.'*"  Governor 
Clinton  was  nevertheless  inclined  to  favor  the  scheme, 
wild  and  impracticable  as  it  seemed  to  many;  and  on  the 
second  of  February  he  requested  a  more  definite  expression 
of  opinion  by  his  council.  Two  days  afterward  that 
opinion  was  given,  in  the  form  of  a  very  decisive  report 
against  the  whole  project.  It  was  urged,  not  witbout  rea- 
son, that  the  winters  in  that  high'  norAem  latitude  were 
at  best  exceedingly  unfavorable  for  tnilitary  operationB, 
and  it  was  moreover  then  too  late.  The  warriors  of  tiie 
Six  Nations  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  collected  in  sea- 
son for  the  contemplated  movement ;  b/b^  besides,  more 
than  a  fortnight  had  intervened  since  a  syllable  had  bee9 
heard  firom  the  projector  of  the  expedition — yir.  Shirley. 
It  was  therefore  held,  as  pres^ited,  to  be  utterly  in^practi- 

ftt  Tarions  points.  Some  were  posted  at  Saratoga ;  others  in  the  Mohawk 
country;  and  others  again  at  Sohenectady.  Three  compares  were  at 
Sohaghticoke ;  four  at  Half  Moon ;  two  at  Kiskayima,  and  others  ttOl  at 
Albany. 

1  Shirley's  letter— Minutes  of  the  Ooonoil  b^ard. 

>Id«m. 
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oable.^    Belknap  adds,  as  another  reaaon  prompting  to  this  oa^. 
eonclnsion,  that  the  small-pox  was  prevailing  in  the  settle-  -^^ 
ments  north  of  Albany,  through  which  the  forces  most  ^^^^* 
necessarily  pass, — a  disease,  the  violence  of  whichi  at  that 
day,  had  not  been  disarmed  of  its  terrors  by  vaocination, 
or  even  mitigated  by  the  process  of  inoculation^    The 
agency  of  Clinton's  council  in  defeating  this  darling  enters 
priee  of  Shirley's,  seems  not  to  have  be^i  generally  or 
publicly  known,  and  the  merit, — ^if  such  it  may  be  called,—- 
of  defeating  it,  has  been  accorded  alone  to  ^^  the  more  sober 
discretion  of  Connecticut,"  the  government   of  which 
"  deemed  the  winter  an  improper  season  for  so  important 
an  undertaking,"  refusing  to  furnish  its  quota  of  troops 
until  spring.'    Equally    effectual    was  the    un&vorable 
interposition  of  the  New  York  council  board. 

An  active  correspondence  was  maintained'  between 
Governor  Clinton  and  Colonel  Johnson,  during  the  winter 
and  spring,  having  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers in  general,  but  more  especially  to  the  Indian  service ; 
and  tlie  letters  of  the  governor  bear  evidence  that  the 
colonel  was  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  strongest  confi- 
dence. The  notorious  Jean  Cosur^  one  of  the  most  perse-, 
vering  and  mischievous  of  the  Jesuit  emissaries  in  the 
Indian  ConfSsderacy,  was  yet  among  the  Senecas,  and  it 
was  deemed  by  Johnson  an  object  of  high  importance  to 
obtain  possession  of  his  person.  He  communicated  his 
views  upon  the  subject  to  the  governor  in  February,  by 
whom  the  project  was  wannly  approved,  and  the  colonel 
was  urged  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  effect  the  object, 
either  by  stratagem  or  force,  as  circumstances  might 
require.  Early  ia  March,  moreover,  Mr.  Clinton  wrote  to 
JohndOn  directing  him  to  send  out  as  many  war-parties 

1  Gouneil  minutes  in  mannsoripi 

*  Belknap  and  MarahaU.    Smith  does  not  eyen  allude  to  these  winter 
deUberations. 
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0^-  <*of  IndiftiiB  and  ChrifltiatiB,^  to  haraM  the  enemj  in  their 
v^v-"'  own  (lettlementB)''  as  be  conld  bring  into  the  dervice.  To 
^^^^*  oatty  the  war  into  the  enemy's  own  oountiy,  and  in  his 
own  way)  wm  t^tly  judged ''  one  of  the  most  effectual 
Meand  to  prevent  their  daring  mischief  to  us.'''  The 
Oolonel  trus  yet  fiirther  directed  to  send  a  party  of  Indiana 
to  the  gsnison  at  Saratoga^  to  act  as  scoutSy — ^the  com- 
Hiiuidlng  offioer  of  which  post  being  enjoined  to  treat  the 
Indians  thus  coming  to  his  assistance  with  the  utmost 
Madnesb.'  In  reply  to  the  letter  thus  abridged^  Oolonel 
Johnson  wrote  as  follovrst 

OoUmd  Johnson  to  Ocvemor  CUxnJUm. 

^<  Mount  Johnson,  March  IS,  1747, 
"May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

"  This  instant  I  am  honored  with  your*8  by  the  express, 
and  by  *whom  I  send  this  in  return.  In  answer  to  what 
your  excellency  .says  about  sending  a  party  as  out-scouts  to 
Saratoga,  I  can  only  say  that  I  find  already  that  it  is  not 
at  all  agr6^bl6  to  the  Indians,  they  being  now  incUned  and 
rfeady  t6  go  against  Canada,  where  they  say  they  can  do 
nidlre  execution.  Moreover  iliey  never  like  to  keep  in  a 
ganison  atnong  so  many  Ohrifitians.  Yesterday  a  party  of 
twenty-twt)  Christians  and  Vidians  returned  from  Saratoga, 
where  I  iK^nt  tJkem  in  hopes  to  have  met  and  intercepted 
selme  <df  Ihe  enemy's  out-scouts.    But  they  met  none»    No 

^  The  whites  at  that  day  were  oalled  CkruHam  in  diatinotlon  from  the 
Ihdiakia. 

*<Mlitaie,  U  hlB  tMoaUy  aeiirate»  sad  Tev3r  exeelleot  hiitovy  of  the 
Xndled  States,  falls  iato  am  ImpdrtaAt  error  res^eoting  these  predatory 
exenrsions  of  the  Indians,  which  he  maintains,  were  not  encouraged  by  the 
EngHsh.  Such  was  by  no  means  the  fact.  The  English  employed  aU  the 
Indiain  ttiey  eonld  npon  this  sertiee.  Grahhune,  however,  was  prohably 
led  iACe  the  error  by  B^kmap,  wfae  wrote  particularly  of  New  England^ 
and  OTidently  in  great  ignorance  of  the  operations  in  New  York.  See 
Qrahame,  book  x,  ehap.  iL 

*  Manuscript  letter;  CliAton  to  Johnson.  At  its  elosOt  the  gOTomor 
said — *<  ^ray  let  me  know  how  poor  old  Hendriok  dies,  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
hear,  is  so  bad."  Hendriok,  it  wiU  be  remembered,  was  the  king  of  the 
Mohawks. 
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one  will  more  readily  comply  with  your  eicoellency's  orders  q^» 
than  I  shall ;  but  at  this  time  I  woald  beg  leaye  to  aMnre  si..,^ 
your  excellency  that  the  coneeqnence  of  it  may  be  disas-  ^^^^* 
trous  by  keeping  the  Indians  firom  fightiiig«-^they  being 
now  iiiclming  that  way  more  and  more.  I  hay e  this  week 
sent  out  a  parcel  of  Canajoharies,  mixed  with  a  few  of  the 
Five  Nations*  against  the  French  and  their  settlements,  and 
am  every  day  busy  with 'fitting  out  more.  I  am  going  to 
send  up  Captain  Stephens  and  two  of  the  lieutenants,  with 
a  small  party  of  men,  and  Indian  chiefe  of  the  two  castles 
with  them,  to  bring  down  some  of  the  Five  Nations  to  go 
a-scalping.  I  am  of  opinion  we  shall  make  the  French 
smart  this  spring,  by  taking,  scalping,  and  burning  them 
and  their  setdements.  But  I  shall  be  ruined  for  want  of 
blankets,  Unen,  paints,  guns,  cutlasses,  &c.,  for  I  am  almost 
out  of  all  these,  and  cannot  get  them  in  Albany.  I 
believe  your  excellency  has  seen  how  difficult  it  was  last  fall 
for  you  to  get  those  things.  But  how  much  more  so  for 
me,  being  so  envied  by  them.  Wherefore  if  I  cannot  have 
them  from  New  York  by  the  first  opportunity,  I  do  not 
know  what  I  shall  do.  So  I  hope  your  excellency  will 
endeavor  to  liave  them  procured  and  sent  up, — ^as  also  the 
pay  for  those  belonging  to  me,  about  four  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds.  The  party  now  going  out  were  so  uneasy 
that  I  paid  the  most  of  them  to  encourage  them.  Old 
Hendrick  is  in  a  pretty  fair  way  of  recovering  again,  which 
will  be  of  great  service  to  our  cause.  I  hope  that  your 
excellency  will  order  it  so  that  my  people  maybe  supplied 
as  the  rest,  with  every  thing  on  a  march  which  is  requisite. 
As  to  the  party  which  you  intend  to  send  to  Oswego,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  transport  them  a  little  after  the  lake  opens, 
which  I  judge  to  be  in  about  a  fortnight.  But  be  that  as 
it  will,  I  shall  always  let  you  know  time  enough  beforehand. 
"We  kept  St.  Patrick's  day  yesterday  and  this  day,  and  drank 

*         '  '  '    '  '"'  ■  ■      I  ■  I  I      I  I  ■■  y  III!     ..I      .      I 

^SomUie  original  4raitgkt  of  tlra  letter.    Yet  the  CansjoharieB  were 
<Mil7  a  (ftaa  of  the  Mohawks— the  head  of  the  original  Fiye  Naiiona. 
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ca^.  your  health,  and  that  of  all  fiiendfl  in  Albany,  with  bo  many 
"•^v^  other  healths  that  I  can  scarce  write* 
1747.      u  J  Qjj^  ^j^  great  regard,  dear  sir,  yonr  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

"  Wm.  Johnson/^ 

As  a  far&er  encouragement  to  the  Indians,  the  legisla* 
ture  of  MassachilBetts  voted  an  additional  bounty  for  scalps ; 
but  Johnson  oppbsed  the  allowance,  and  suggested  that  a 
different  direction  be  given  to  the  appropriation.  Inasmuch, 
he  said,  as  the  bounty  for  scalps  allowed  by  the  assembly 
of  New  York,  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  and 
inasmuch  also  as  lie  had  already  sent  off  several  war-parties 
under  the  promise  of  that  bounty  and  no  more,  he  proposed 
applying  the  Massachusetts  funds  to  the  purchase  of 
clothing  and  subsistence  for  the  Indians  ahd  their  families, 
now  become  very  poor  from  the  long  time  they  had  been 
kept  from  their  hunting.  ^  The  Indians  were  at  this  time 
wretchedly  armed,  and  scantily  supplied ;.  but  Clinton  was 
doing  all  in  his  power,  as  he  wrote  to  Johnson  on  the 
twentieth  of  March,  to  remedy  these  deficiencies.  The 
letters  of  the  latter  show  that  the  need  was  pressing. 

It  was  now  the  fourth  year  of  the  war.  Yet,  with  the 
exception  of  the  conquest  of  Louisburg,  scarcely  anything 
had  been  accomplished  against  the  enemy,  even  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  remorseless  cruelties  visited  upon  the  border 
settlements  of  the  English  along  the  whole  northern  fron- 
tier. The  energies  of  the  colonies  had  been  cierted,  seem- 
ingly almost  to  exhaustion,  in  large  preparations  eiidingonly 
in  mortifying  abortions.  Such  being  the  situatiofa  of  aflkirs, 
Colonel  Johnson,  now  at  the  head  of  the  Indiali  depart- 
ment, determined  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  in  making 
the  enemy  realize  the  true  character  of  the  species  of  war- 
fare he  had  adopted,  by  pouring  into  the  Canadian  settle- 
ments as  many  scalping  parties  as  he  could  command.  The 
contest  became,  therefore,  so  far  as  the  colonies  were  con- 

>  Manuscript  letter ;  Colonel  Johnson  to  Colonel  Jo3m  StoddArd,  of  North- 
ampton. 
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cerned,  ignoble  upon  both  side* ;  "  resembling  more  the  chap. 
practices  of  banditti  than  the  operations  of  civilized  war-  wv— * 
fere,  and  tending  to  no  other  results  than  obscure  individ-  ^^*7' 
ual  suffering,  and  partial   havoc  and   devastation."    In 
order  te  a  better  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
war  was  thus  waged,  and  of  the  activity  and  energy  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  even  at  this  early  period  of  his  military 
career,  the  following  letter  is  inserted  at  large : 

Odbnd  Johnson  to  Governor  CUnton. 

"  Mount  Johnson,  May  80, 1747. 
"  May  it  please  your  Excellency :  ^ 

"  You  cannot  conceive  the  uneasiness  your  long  silence 
gives  me, — ^not  having  had  the  honor  of  a  line  from  you 
since  the  thirtieth  of  April.  It  is  now  the  first  time  that 
I  have  wanted  money  for  scalps  and  prisoners,  and  instruc- 
tions most  of  all.  The  numbers  about  me  every  day  going 
to  war^  takes  abundance  of  arm«,  ammunition  and  closing, 
and  I  am  quite  bare  of  most  of  those  things.  Tour  excel- 
lency will  conceive  that  what  I  have  received  is  but  a  mere 
trifle  with  so  many  as  I  have  to  distribute  it  among,  although 
so  spajringly  done ;  and  were  it  not  for  my  own  store,  and 
what  goods  I  have  been  obliged  to  buy,  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  drop  the  affair  some  time  ago,  which  would  have 
been  very  hard  after  all  my  trouble  to  bring  them  so  heartily 
into  our  interest.  I  am  quite  pestered  every  day,  with  par- 
ties returning  with  prisoners  and  scalps,  and  without  a 
penny  to  pay  them  with,  it  gomes  very  hard  upon  mcj  and 
is  displeasing  to  them,  I  can  assure  you,  for  they  expect 
their  pay,  and  demand  it  of  me  as  soon  as  they  return,  as 
I  mentioned  to  your  excellency  in  my  last  of  the  twenty-fifth 
instant  Now  that  they  find  the  money  is  not  ready,  they 
tell  me  this  was  but  a  draw  to  encourage  them.  Therefore 
I  wish  your  excellency  would  only  consider  of  it  shortly. 
I  thank  God  there  is  nothing  wanting  or  backward  in  my 
affairs,  wherefore  hope  your  excellency  will  not  let  me 
suffer,  or  the  cause  drag  for  want  of  things  requisite  to 
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CHAP,  cany  it  on.  If  joat  excellency  intendB  soon  to  come  op 
«..^w  to  Albany,  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  yoor  orders  ooneeni- 
1747.  ing  the  Indians  coming  down,  for  they  certainly  expect  to 
be  called,  or  invited,  down  this  siuniaer  by  yQU»  or  else  by 
Die.  I  am  positive  I  oonld  do  more  with  them  here^  by  far, 
than  if  they  went  to  Albany,  without  going  to  above  i» 
qnarter  the  expense ;  because  there  they  are  corrupted  by 
evil  people,  and  drink  all  the  goods  they  get^  whereas  h«^ 
they  have  not  that  opportunity,  but  can  carry  them  home 
and  show  their  families  what  they  have  had  of  you, — ^which 
would  encourage  them  much.  Moreover  here  I  have  all 
my  counsellors,  the  Mohawks  and  Canajoharies,  with  whose 
assistance  I  could  bring  them  to  do  anything.  There  is 
nothing  more  requisite  at  present  than  some  blue  camlet, 
red  shalloon,  good  lace  and  white  metal  buttons,  to  make 
up  a  parcel  of  coats  for  some  chief  warriors  from  the  Sene- 
cas,  and  for  others  who  are  daily  expected.  Wherefore  I 
wish  your  excellency  would  send  me  up  these  things  by 
the  first  opportunity,  and  also  about  thirty  good  castor  hats, 
with  scallop  lace  for  them  all ;  White  lace,  if  to  be  had,  if 
not  some  yellow  with  it.  This  I  assure  your  excellency 
goes  a  great  way  with  them.  They  have  been  gained  so 
mostly  by  the  French  always,  and  of  consequence  they 
expect  it  from  us,  and  we  have  promised  it.  There  is  three 
months  pay  due  to  my  officers  and  people  the  first  of  June, 
and  as  they  are  all  upon  hard  service  with  the  Indians  daily, 
they  require  their  pay,  which  I  hope  your  excellency  will 
please  pay  unto  Mr.  Anthony  Buane,  merchant  of  ITew 
York,  who  will  give  your  excellency  a  receipt  for  it.  I  also 
should  be  glad  your  excellency  would  advise  me  how  I 
shall  get  the  money  for  the  enclosed  account,  being  now  a 
year  due  almost^  and  by  your  orders.  Just  as  I  was  finish- 
ing my  letter,  arrived  another  party  of  mine,  consisting  of 
only  six  Mohawks,  who  brought  with  them  seven  prisoners 
and  three  scalps,  which  is  very  great  for  so  small  a  party. 
I  have  my  house,  &c.,  now  all  full  of  the  Five  Ifations, — 
some  going  out  to-morrow  against  the  French.    Others  go 
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for  news,  Tdiich,  when  ftimiBhed,  I  shall  let  your  excellency  c^. 
know.    My  people's  snceess  is  now  the  talk  of  the  whole  wv-*" 
dountiy.    I  expect  in  a  short  time  several  more  parties  ^^^^* 
home  firom  Canada.    I  believe  Hendriok  will  be  the  first, 
who,  I  dare  say,  will  bring  a  great  many  with  him,  dead  or 
alive-Hso  that  we  shall  need  a  great  deal  of  mcmey  among 
them  all.    They  have  brought  in  this  spring  aa  follows: 
First,  by  Lieut  Walter  Butler  and  his  party,  from  Grown 

Point,  the  scalps  of  men, ^ 

By  Lieut.  Thomas  Butler  and  party,  prisoners,. 8 

By  a  Canajoharie  party,  prisoners, i. 8 

Scalps, , 2 

By  Gingegoe  and  party,  prisoners, i . .  T 

Scalps,...^ • • 8 

Total  this  spring, , 29 

<<  If  the  money  is  sent  up  to  me  for  this  use,  I  shall  give 
^Certificates  of  age,  and  render  a  clear  account  thereof,  and 
the  Lidians  shall  receive  it  all  in  dollars,  and  not  be  cheat- 
ed, as  ihey  would  be  by  others,  who  would  only  give  them 
some  trifles  of  goods,  rum,  ftc,  for  their  bouii:^,r^whiah 
usage,  has  ruined  our  Indians  mostly* 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  exceUenoy's  much 
obliged  humble  servant^  fcc* 

"Wm.  Johnson/' 

Petty  details  of  a  petty  warfare ;  but  the  record  is  essen- 
tial to  a  just  understanding,  of  the  border  history  of  those 
tjimeSi  for  it  was  in  this  manner  only  that  active  hostilities 
were  prosecuted  during  the  entire  open  season.  Neither 
the  inhabitants  of  the  English  nor  of  the  French  borders 
^^re  left  to  the  eiyoyment  of  a  moment's  security  or  repose. 
Exposed  every  hour  to  these  hostile  and  often  bloody  incur- 
sions, they  were  compelled  to  fortify  their  houses  bv  night, 
and  go  armed  while  performing  the  labors  of  the  field  by 
,day. 

One  of  the  most  considerable  of  these  hostile  incursions 
during  the  spring  of  this  year,  was  an  attack  upon  fk  smaU 
83 
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OH^.  fort  in  Charlestown^  Kew  Hampshire,  bj  a  large  body  of 
w^^  French  and  Indmnfi,  under  the  command  of  M.  Bebdine. 
^7^7'  This  post  had  been  unoccupied  during  the  winter;  but 
toward  the  dose  of  March,  captain  Phineas  Stevens,  an 
officer  who  had  been  in  comioaiid  of  it  the  year  before, 
returned  to  the  station,  at  th^  head  of  a  body  of  thirty 
Massachusetts  rangers,  and  no  more.  The  enemy  came 
stealthily  into  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  fort,  as 
it  was  called,-7-being,  however,  nothing  but  a  small  pick- 
etted  stockade, — and  lay  in  coQcealment,  watching,  doubt- 
less, for  an  opportunity  when  the  gate  should  be  opened, 
to  rush  in  and  carry  the  work  hj  a  sudden  assault  unawares. 
Uneasiness,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  dogs  in  the  fort^ 
created  a  suspicion  that  all  was  not  right  without.  The 
little  garrison  being  thus  upon  the  quxmoe^  one  of  the  men, 
desirous  of  aecertamingthe  cause  of  this  canine  inquietude, 
left  the  fort,  and  creeping  cautiously  to  the  distance  of  thirty 
rods,  discharged  his  gun.  Supposing  themselves  to  have 
been  discovered,  a  party  of  the  enemy  sprang  up  and  fired 
at  the  adventurous  ranger,  slightly  wounding  him.  Not 
with  sufficient  severity,  however,  to  prevent  his  regaining 
the  fort,  though  hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy,  who^  no 
longer  affecting  concealment,  rushed  forward  with  savsge 
yells  as  though  determined  at  once  to  cany  the  defence. 
But  their  courage  was  unequal  to  the  attempt ;  and  for  a 
considerable  time  nothing  more  was  done  than  to  keep  up 
a  general  fire,  brisk,  but  ineflbctual.  The  rangers  were 
well  covered,  and  small  arms  could  of  course  make  no  sensi- 
ble impression  upon  the  stockade ;  but  the  fire  was  never* 
theless  returned  with  spirit.  Finding  the  garrison  bent 
upon  a  resolute  defence,  and  perceiving  that  the  work  was 
constructed  of  combustible  materials,  the  enemy  next 
attempted  to  set  on  fire,  and  thus  summarily  to  compel  a 
surrender.  To  this  end  the  torch  was  applied  to  the  neigh- 
boring fences,  and  also  to  a  log-house  standing  about  forty 
rods  to  windward.  A  brisk  wind  favored  the  design,  and 
the  flames  approached,  enveloping  the  fort  in  a  dense  body 
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of  smoke,  and  eclipsing  tibe  view  of  the  enemy, — but  of  ob^. 
whose  continued  presence,  the  hideous  yells  of  the  sarages,  ^v^ 
and  the  incessant  rattle  of  musketry,  gave  ample  evidence.  ^^^^* 
There  was  indeed  immediate  danger  from  the  approach  of 
the  devouring  element,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  through 
its  agency  the  enemy  would  have  been  sucoessfdl  but  for  a 
lucky  expedient  devised  by  captain  Stevens,  and  bravely 
erecuted  by  his  men.  The  soil  being  favorable  for  rapid 
excavation,  several  subterranean  passages  or  gaUeries  were 
carried  under  the  parapet,  deep  enough  to  allow  the  men 
to  stand  in  them  at  the  foot  of  the  stockades  on  the  outside, 
yet  completely  covered  from  the  enemy-  Buckets  of  water 
from  the  well  witiiin  were  then  passed  rapidly  to  the  men 
standing  in  the  trenches  without,  which  being  dashed 
upward  upon  the  timbers,  they  were  moistened  sufElciently 
to  prevent  ignition.  Failing  in  this  first  effort  to  produce 
a  conflagration,  M.  Debeline  next  prepared  a  sort  of  man* 
iaklj  loaded  with  &ggot6,  which  were  fired  and  forced  down 
upon  the  fort  Showers  of  burning  arrows  were  also  shot 
into  the  defence,*^  device  which  was  alike  abortive.  The 
exertions  of  one*half  the  thirty  preserved  the  work  from 
the  fire,  while  the  other  half  lost  no  opportunity  of  firing 
upon  the  enemy,  as  often  as  he  could  be  discovered  through 
tiie  interveniag  clouds  of  smoke.  On  the  second  day  of 
the  seige  the  French  commander  proposed  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  until  sunrise  of  the  following  mornings — a  propo- 
sition readily  acceded  to  by  Oaptain  Stevens,  but  the  object 
of  which  does  ^ot  appear.  But  no  matter  s  just  before  the 
expiration  of  the  armistice,  Debeline,  himself,  bearing  a 
flag,  with  fi%  of  his  men,  approached  within  fifty  rods  of 
the  stockade,  and  a  parley  ensued, — Stevens  receiving  a 
lieutenant  and  two  of  the  enemy  into  tiie  fort  as  hostages^ 
while  the  same  number  proceeded  to  a  conference  with 
the  French  commander.  His  demand  was  a  surrender  of 
the  fort,  the  garrison  to  be  conducted  to  Montreal  as 
prisoners  of  war,  with  a  request  that  Captain  Stevens  should 
meet  him  and  reply  to  the  summons  in  person.    Ascertain- 
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^^  .  ing  tliat  his  men  woaM  fltand  by  hidi  in  dreading  .fhcir 
wv^  little  work  to  thd  last,  Stevens  proceeded  to  meet  the 
^^^7' Frenchinan  as  rdqaested,  but  was  received  roughly.  With- 
out pausing  for  an  interchange  even  of  the  ordinary  couiw 
tesies  required  by  good  breeding,  Debeline  threatened  that 
if  his  terms  were  rejected,  he  would  take  the  fort  by  storm ; 
— adding,  that  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  of  his  men 
in  the  assault^  he  would  put  eveiy  man  of  the  ganison  to 
the  Bword.  Under  a  menace  like  that,  Stevens  at  once 
declined  ftirther  negotiation8,--^eclaring  his  puipose  to 
listen  to  no  overtures  of  surrender  whatever,  until  his 
means  of  defence  should  be  eidiausted,  ^^  Doai^you  please," 
replied  Debeline ; — "  I  am  resolved  to  have  ttie  fort  or  die, 
Gk>  and  see  if  ycmr  men  dare  fight  amy  longer,  and  give  me 
a  speedy  answer."  Betuming  to  the  istockade,  the  hosteges 
were  interchanged^  and  at  about  twelve  o'clock  meridian, 
hostilities  were  recommenced,  the  firing  b^ing  conlittued  all 
that  day,  and  the  aight  following.  Just  at  the  peep  of  dawn 
0^  the  tidrd  day,  Stevens  was  addressed  6'om  the  nuikB  of 
tibe  enefiiy  wilih  the  friendly  salutation  "Oood  morning/* 
to  whioh  was  added  a  proposition  tbr  a  second  armistice  of 
two  litouTs.  It  was  granted ;  &bA  shortiy  before  its  expira- 
tSoh,  two  Indians  approached  witii  a  flag,  proclaiming  tiiat 
if  the  English  Would  sell  thefm  some  provisions,  Uiey  would 
Withdraw  without  oflfering  ftirther  molestation.  The  nego- 
tiation Was  declined  upon  the  basis  proposed ;— Stevens, 
howevel*,  offering  to  supply  them  with  provisions  at  the 
raite  of  five  bushels  of  com  for  every  prisoner  the  enemy 
would  stipulate  to  release  at  Montreal,  hostages  to  be  left 
to  secure  a  faithful  perfownance  of  the  agreement.  Hiis 
proposition  was  in  turn  rejected ;  but  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
gradually  fell  away,  and  before  nightfall  the  seige  was 
raised  and  the  foe  departed,  deeply  chagrined,  beyond  all 
doubt,  at  the  failure  of  his  enterprise,  especially  of  the 
boastful  confidence  with  which  it  had  been  commenced. 
The  attack  contitiued  three  days,  during  which  thousands 
of  balls  were  discharged  into  the  fort,  yet  not  a  man  of  the 
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garriioii  was  killed,  a&d  but  two  of  them  wounded,  audc^. 
those  edighUy.    Commodore  Sir  CharloB  Einowles,  then^-v-*^ 
witb  hifl  squadron  lying  at  Boston,  was  so  highly  gratified  ^^^^* 
with  the  o<»>dact  of  Captain  Stevens,  that  he  sent  him  an 
elegant  sword,  bearing  a  suitable  inscription.    The  bravery 
of  Stevens,  and  the  mental  resources  which  he  discovered, 
were  sul^ects  of  high  praise  in  other  quarters ;  yet  he  haa 
been  critidsed  for  his  impmd^ice  in  admitting  t^  hosta- 
ges retained  by  him  during  the  negotiations,  into  the  fort, — 
thus  necessarily  disclosing  his  weakness, — while  it  has  also 
been  suggested  that  he  ought  not  to  have  risked  his  own 
person  by  placing  himsdf  wiHiin  the  power  of  a  perfidious 
enemy,  when  he  might  rather  have  sent  a  subaltern  to 
meet  the  French  commander. 

Debeline  did  not  retire  from  the  country  at  once,  but  on 
TMsing  the.  siege  of  the  stockade  he  divided  his  motley 
forces  into  several  smalVparties,  by  which  the  border  set- 
tlements of  Kew  Hampshire  were  infested  for  weeks  there- 
after. Skirmishes  wwe  frequent^  houses  were  burnt,  and 
rndividuafe  were  killed  from  day  to  day.  All  the  dwell- 
ings in  the  two  setdements  of  "Winchester  and  Upper 
Ashuelot  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Yet  nearer  to  Albany 
the  enemy  was  hovering  about  in  considerable  numbers. 

In  May,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  commei^ced 
rebuilding  the  fort  of  that  name  which  had  been  destroyed 
the  year  before  by  M.  Vaudreuil.  A  party  of  one 
hundred  men  having  been  detached  to  Albany  for  provi- 
sions, on  its  return  discovered  the  enemy  in  ambuscade 
in  the  very  environs  of  the  works.  The  discovery  was 
timely.  An  engagement  ensued,  and  the  enemy,  attacked 
upon  both  sides, — ^both  by  the  returning  party  and  the 
garrison,— was  soon  obliged  to  flee  to  the  woods,  whence 
he  did  not  again  emerge.  The  loss  to  the  English  was 
trifling,  two  men  only  being  wounded,  and  one  killed, — 
the  latter  an  Imdian  ally  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe. 

While  the  border-men  were  engaged  in  these  predatory 
ft£biDC8,-"^proMc  of  individual  suflfering,  but,  though  iUus- 
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CUP.  trated  by  many  acts  of  persoual  condiict  worthy  of  all 
w^^pi^^y  productive  of  no  important  reflults^-^^tovemoi' 
1747.  Clinton  wae  again  involved  in  hostilities  with,  his  legiela- 
ture.  In  the  reasonable  expectation  of  receiving  insti^c- 
tions  ftQm  ministers  touching  the  prosecution  of  the  war^ 
the  governor  had  delayed  summoning  the  general  assembly 
until  the  twenty-fifth  of  March.  But  no  instructions 
came ;  and  the  season  was  already  eo  far  advanced  as  to 
require  very  active  dispositions  of  the  fcirces  already  in 
service  for  guarding  the  exposed  points  of  the  frontiers, 
eyen  were  offensive  operations  not  in  contemplation.  The 
assembly  was  told  in  the  speech  that  Colonel  Roberts  had 
been  sent  to  Boston  to  confer  with  Governor  :Shirley^  and 
that  the  Mohawks  had  been  detained  from  their  hunting 
expeditions  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  act  in  the  war 
as  circumstances  might  require.  For  the  purpose  of  yet 
£axtiier  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  the 
governor  proposed  another  voyage  to  counsel  with  them  at 
Albany,  for  which  obj  ect  he  required  an  af^ropriation.  The 
long  proposed  expedition  against  Crown  Point  was  agwin 
presented  for  legislative  consideration ;  and,  in  the  absence 
both  of  the  advices  and  supplies  expected  from  England, 
appropriations  were  required  for  the  construction  of  the 
forts  so  long  talked  of  at  the  carrying-places  between  the 
Hudson  river  and  Lake  Ohamplain.  The  forces  likewise 
for  the  expedition,  were  to  be  levied  and  paid  by  the  colo- 
nies embarking  therein,  upon  all  which  points  a  full  and 
cordial  understanding  existed  between  Governors  Clinton 
and  Shirley.  Provision  having  only  been  made  for  victualing 
the  levies  then  in  the  service  until  the  first  of  May,  fitrther 
supplies  were  required  for  that  object  A  week  afterward 
a  special  message  was  sent  down  asking  an  appropriation 
for  maintaining  scouts,  and  a  corps  df  rangers  upon 
the  frontiers.  These  requests  were  judged  the  more  rea- 
sonable, inasmuch  as  all  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  service, 
and  for  the  rangers,  had  been  defrayed  during  the  preced- 
ing year  by  the  crown.    I^o  other  business  was  presented 
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to  the  consideratioii  of  the  assembly,  whose  session,  the  cmp. 
governor  saggested,  must  he  short.  ^■^v-' 

Justiise  Horsmanden  reported  the  address  of  the  cotmeil 
in  answer  to  the  speech.  It  contained  the  following  pas* 
sage  embodying  a  reflection  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
Indians,  which,  judging  from  the  correspondence  of  C<do- 
nel  Johnson,  seems  not  at  that  time  at  least  to  have  been 
deserved. 

"It  cannot  but  occasion  great  uneasiness  in  us  to  observe, 
that  our  Indians  employed  in  the  barbarous  method  of 
scalping,  (only  justifiable  by  the  precedent  practices  of  our 
enemies,)  industriously  avoid  attacking,  or  meeting  the 
French  Indians ;  or  when  they  meet,  treat  each  other  as 
friends ;  whereby  they  are  encouraged  in  their  cruel  practice 
of  butchering  those  who  are  not  in  arms,  and  even  those 
who  are  unable  to  bear  arms — ^women  and  children." 

The  assembly,  determined  to  continue  its  quarrel  with 
the  governor,  neglected  the  customary  civility  of  voting  an 
address.  But  the  situation  of  the  country  forbade  entire 
inaction,  and  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kinderhook, 
accompanying  the  special  message,  contained  a  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  assembly  for  a  gajrisoij  of  fifty  men  for  their 
defence,  ^d  a  like  number  of  rangers  to  traverse  the  woods 
to  the  northward  and  eastward.  Moved  by  this  appeal, 
resolutions  were  passed  directing  the  employment  of  one 
hundred  rangers,  oi^e-half  of  whom  were  to  be  stationed 
upon  the  east,  and  the  other  upon  the  west  side  of  the 
river  in  the  county  of  Albany.  Supplies  were  also  .voted 
for  victualling  the  levies  for  thQ  term  of  three  months 
beyond  the  twenty-fourth  of  May.  But  the  house  at  the 
same  time  reaffirmed  its  declaration  of  the  preceding 
November,  that  it  would  make  no  provision  for  the  trans- 
portation of  any  supplies  beyond  Albany.  In  regard  to 
his  excellency's  proposed  conference  with  the  Indians,  it 
farther  manifested  its  temper  by  voting  the  beggarly  allow- 
ance of  one  huijdred  and  fifly  pounds.  Nor  was  this  all. 
After  passing  the  bill  in  form,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions, 
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<^^'  and  before  it  had  received  the  aseeiit  of  the  repreeentatiye 
Wv-'Of  the  crown,  the  assembly  adopted  yet  another  resolution 
^"^^^^  setting  forth  that  the  levies  then  in  seryicei  so  long  main- 
tained at  very  great  expense,  had  thus  &t  been  unemployed, 
and  praying  that  the  hundred  men  authorised  in  compli- 
ance with  tiie  Elnderhook  memorial,  should  be  detach^ 
from  those  levies — ^from  the  little  anny  destined  against 
Canada !  The  pay  proposed  in  the  bill  was  one  shilling  per 
diem,  over  and  above  the  wages  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
crown.  Eight  days  afterward,  the  governor  not  yet  having 
approved  the  bill,  the  assembly,  availing  itself  of  a  memo- 
rial from  Albany  giving  a  melancholy  representation  of 
the  Bufiering  and  defenceless  situation  of  that  country,  as 
if  purposely  to  chafe  his  excellency  by  farther  insult,  s^t 
up  an  address  of  affected  tenderness  and  solicitude  for  the 
condition  of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  praying  him  no  longer 
to  withhold  his  assent  from  the  measure  they  had  been  so 
prompt  to  enact. 

In  his  reply  to  this  address,  the  governor  went  into  a  fhll 
and  elaborate  vindication  of  his  conduct  during  the  last 
eventful  year  of  his  administration, — ^rehearsing  his  labors 
and  exertions  in  the  public  service,  for  which  he  had  been 
so  unworthily  requited.  In  regard  to  the  bill  presented  for 
his  approbation,  his  excellency  said  he  looked  upon  the 
allowance  of  the  extra  shilling  per  diem,  as  altogether 
inadequate,  considering  the  character  and  severity  of  the 
service,  the  extra  expenses  to  which  the  rangers  were  sub- 
ject by  the  wear  and  tear  of  their  clothes  wTien  plunging 
into  morasses,  climbing  mountains,  or  threading  the. deep- 
tangled  woods.  He  denied  that  the  levies  had  been  inac- 
tive, and  gave  an  account  of  the  dispositions  that  had  been 
made  of  them.  The  invasion  of  Canada  having  been 
necessarily  deferred,  the  next  object  of  the  executive  had 
been  to  make  an  advanced  movement  in  that  direction,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  winter  encampment  at  the  carry- 
ing-place, and  for  the  construction  of  fortifications  at  the 
heads  of  the  two  lakes,  Champlain  and  St.  Sacrament, — 
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xneaBnres  of  the  fipst  importanea,  atid  of  the  greatest  effi.  cmf. 
dency  in  afifoiding  proteetion  to  the  frontiers  against  the  w^^ 
predatory  bands  so  freqaentlj  issumg  from  Crown  Point  ^^^^' 
But  his  purposes  had  been  frustrated  by  the  conduet  of  the 
assembly  respecting  the  provisions  at  Albany;  and  also  by 
reason  of  a  waiste  of  time,  the  oonsequence  of  whioh  waS| 
tiiat  the  levies,  instead  of  advancing  to  the  designated 
pointy  had  been  compelled  to  halt  and  winter  at  Sai^toga^ 
-—an  ill-chosen  and  unsafe  locality  for  a  puUt^iy  position. 
In  all  these  proceedings  his  excellency  said  he  had  had  the 
concurrence  of  Governor  Shiriey,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
colonies  uniting  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.    They  had 
all  evinced  a  willingness  to  share  the  expense,  but  in  the 
expe(itation,  of  course,  that  as  ^ew  York  was  the  most 
immediately  interested  In  the  result  ot  the  contest,  she 
would  set  a  cheerful  example  in  meeting  the  exigeiiey. 
After  reciting  various  measures  that  had  been  adopted  for 
the  common  security,  his  excellency  intimated  that  points 
other  than  those  enumerated,  would  have  been  occupied 
and  fortified,  but  for  the  obstinate  refusal  of  tihe  assembly 
to  appropriate  even  the  sums  necessary  for  their  own  safety. 
He  upbraided  them  for  the  disrespect  with  which  they  ha4 
treated  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  ilthough 
in  the  preparation  of  that  speech  he  had  carefully  av<Hded 
everything  which  he  supposed  could  have  a  tendency  to 
revive  the  unpleasant  difficulties  of  the  former  session. 
Referring  to  the  many  difficulties  he  had  )|wen  obliged  to 
encounter,  especially  at  Albany,  he  did  not  conceal  hia 
belief  that  they  had  be^i  fomented  by  the  opulent  traders 
of  that  city,  who  had  grown  rich  }yy  their  tna^e  with  Cana- 
da, and  who  were  desirous  of  preserving  the  neutrality  of 
tiie  Six  Kations.    He  likewise  intimated  a  aui^cion  that 
there  were  Roman  Catholic  emissaries  in  the  oolony^-«art- 
ful  and  cunning  men, — engaged  in  tapeasonable  practices, — r 
".dangerous  instruments  for  the  destruction  of  the  religion 
and  liberty  of  the  land."    In  conclusion  he  said,  that  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  they  h^d  made  fp  his  i^e^-: 
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CHAP.  stireS)  there  was  nothing  in  his  power  which  he  would  not 
w^—^  cheerfully  do  "  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  aud  to  pre- 
1747.  serve  the  inhabitants  from  liie  incursions  of  a  cruel  and 
barbarous  enemy." 

On  the  subject  of  the  suspected  disloyalty  of  some  of 
the  people  of  Albany,  to  which  reference  had  been  made 
in  the  messa^, — charging  them  in  effect  with  leaguing  with 
the  enemy  to  obstruct  the  operations  against  Canada^  the 
governor  wrote  to  Colonel  Johnson  as  follows: 

Qovemor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Johnson. 

"ITbw  Tobk,  April  25th,  1T47. 
"Sir: 

"  You  will  find  by  a  paragraph  of  a  message  I  sent  to 
the  assembly  yesterday,  that  %  have  taken  notice  of  the 
endeavors  which  I  suspect  some  people  of  Albany  have 
used  for  to  obtain  a  kipid  of  neutrality  between  them  and 
Canada. 

"  You  told  me  of  spi^e  priyate  messages  you  l^eard  had 
been  sent  by  Indians  for  the  purpose^  Send  me  a  particu- 
lar account  of  what  you  know  and  have  heard  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  of  what  you  can  now,  qr  at  any  time  aftei^this, 
learn  by  fstrther  inquiry.  I  eiqject  you  will  use  all  the 
diligence  possible  to  discover  every  part  of  this  scheme, 
and  in  what  manner  it  has  been  carried  on.  I  long  much 
to  hear  from  you,  for  we  have  most  villainous  reports 
spread.  I  hope  the  Indians  all  remain  steadfast  and  in 
good  health. 

"In  the  bill  I  am  going  to  pass,  the  council  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  put  rewards  for  scalping  or  taking  poor  women 
or  children  prisoners  in  it}  but  the  assembly  has  assured 
me  the  money  shall  be  paid  when  it  so  happens,  if  the 
Indians  insist  upon  it, 

« I  am,  Sir, 

"Your  veiy  humble  serv't, 

"G.  Clihton." 
"  To  Colonel  Johnson." 
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Those  portions  of  the  message  ftUedging  that  the  house  chap. 
had  treated  his  excellency  with  disrespeety  and  charging  it  >..^_^ 
with  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  safely  of  the  colony,  as  1747. 
abo  the  paragraph  containing  the  imputation  upon  the 
Albany  traders,  were  received  with  high  displeasure, — ^real 
or  affeoted,-'^'€md  a  committee  was  appointed  by  resolution 
with  instructions  to  prepare  ui  answer.  ^    The  appointment 
of  this  committee  was  made  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April ; 
and  for  several  days  immediately  subsequent^  the  assembly 
met  but  only  to  a^oum,  without  proceeding  to  business. 
At  length,  in  order  to  give  the  members  time  to  abate  their 
choler,  the  house  was  adjoumM  from  the  second  of  Mi^ 
to  the  twelfth,  and  again  to  the  nineteenth  of  May. 

While  these  disputes  between  the  executive  and  his 
assembly  were  in  progress  in  the  city  of  New  Tork,  affairs 
at  the  north  were  in  a  sad  condition.  The  levies  who  had 
been  kept  in  service  during  the  winter,  clamorous  for  their 
pay,  were  ahnost  in  a  state  of  mutiny.  The  officers  wrote 
£roi9  Saratoga  that  they  were  fearful  the  garrison  would 
desert  in  a  body.  Colonel  Eoberts  wrote  to  colonel  John* 
son,  announcing  the  desertion  of  thirty-four  men  from  a 
single  company ;  the  garrison  at  Saratoga  had  become  so 
much  weakened,  as  to  create  apprehensions  that  the  post 
would  be  lost ;  while  the  officers  wrote  to  the  governor 
from  Albany,  that  they  could  not  persuade  the  designated 
quotas  of  the  northern  militia  companies  to  march  for  the 
defence  of  that  jeoparded  position.  During  the  months  of 
April  and  May,  the  communications  spread  before  the 
executive  council  upon  the  subject^  were  of  the  most  urgent 

1  The  gentlemen  forming  this  oommiitee  were,  DaTid  Clarkeon,  Comelioa 
Van  Home,  Panl  Richard,  Henry  Orager,  Frederiek  Phillipse,  John  Thomas, 
Lewis  Morrisi  Bavid  Pierson,  and  William  NiohoU  Smith,  in  a  note,  saggesta 
that  the  refleetion  npon  the  Albanj  traders,  was  intended  by  the  goTemor 
as  a  cut  at  DeLancey,  whose  father,  many  years  before,  during  the  admin- 
istration of  GoTernor  Burnett,  had  been  largely  benefitted  by  the  Indian 
trade  with  Canada  through  Lake  Champlain.  But  Clinton's  prirate  letter 
to  Johnson,  new  first  brought  to  light,  shows  that  he  was  aoting  in  perfeet 
good  faith-— haTing  reason  to  belioTe  the  imputation  just. 
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^f  •  character.  Funds  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  part, 
"-v^  wore  remitted ;  hat  partial  payments hy  no  mieans  sufficed; 
'^^*^*  the  discontents  became  more  impatient ;  and  on  the  thirty* 
first  of  May,  a  dispatch  vtm  received  from  Colonel  Boberts^ 
announcing  that  the  levies  npon  all  the  frontier  stations 
had  united  in  a  sN^lemn  resolution  that  unless  their  whoie 
pay  should  be  immediately  forthcoming,  they  would  desert 
en  irutese^  and  pay  themselves  by  the  plunder  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany^  Additional  remittances  were  made  with 
all  possible  alacrity ;  but  Mr.  Olinton  nevortheleBs  cautioned 
the  officers  against  paying  at  once  ail  that  was  due,  lest  from 
the  {)revailing  spirit  of  instibordination  they  might  still 
desert  Uie  moment  thdir  pockets  should  be  filled.  IS'ot  long 
before  tiiis,  tw^o  Mohawk  Indians  had  been  discovered  in 
an  attempt  to  kill  and  scalp  some  of  Captain  Tiebout's 
Company,  stationed  at  Schenectady.  They  were  lying  in 
-^rait  for  thftt  object,  and  had  wounded  one  msai,  ^Roberts 
wrote  to  Johnsoii  upon  the  matter,  and  as  the  offenders 
had  beeii  secured,  the  latter  advised  that  they  should  be 
suitenderi^d  to  their  oWn  people  fi)r  punishment.  * 

The  committ^  charged  with  the  pr^pa^tion  of  an 
Mdi'^s  td  the  governor,  made  their  report  on  the  nineteenth 
of  May.  It  was  very  long,  extending  to  nearly  eight  large 
folio  pHi&ted  pe^gea ;  and  bb  it  was  read  to  the  house, 
A]pprdved,  engrossed,  and  presented  td  his  excellency  all 
on  th^  same  afternoon,  it  must  have  been  evident  that  its 
t^rms,  ev^h  to  a  letter,  had  been  previously  settled  by  what 
is  in  niodeni  times  designated  a  caucus,  and  the  labor  of 
^hgrOffsing  performed  in  anticipation.  The  spirit  of  the 
address  was  very  bitter,  though  sweetened  by  terms  of  ill- 
dissembled  courtesy,  l^hey  protested  with  the  utmost 
gravity  that  it  had  been  far  from  the  intention  of  the  bouse 
to  give  his  excellency  the  least  occasion  of  offence  by  their 
former  resolutions.  The  suggestion  for  the  employment  of 
one  hundred  men  to  be  taken  from  the  levies  as  rangers, 
had  been  made,  they  averred,  in  compliance  with  applica- 

1  Jonraals  of  the  eouneil  board. 
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tions  to  tiiat  effect  from  I2ie  people  of  Albtoy ;  axid  a  pre*  <^^* 

cedent  for  the  adoption  of  that  course  had  been  found  in^-^v— ' 

1747 

the  coarse  of  his  excellency's  own  proceedings  at  Albany 
the  year  before.  By  the  remark  that  **  the  levies  had  hith* 
erto  been  nnemployed,"  they  meant  no  more  than  to  say 
what  was  known  to  all,  that  they  had  not  been  employed 
In  the  Canada  expedition,  "they  were  "  much  concerned 
Uiat  this  misconstruction  6t  their  innocent  intentions," 
should  have  induced  his  excellehcy  to  give  so  foU  a  history 
as  he  had  done,  of  his  conduct  in  defence  of  the  country 
during  the  preceding  year,  since  in  doing  so  he  '*had  taken 
the  troubleofrelatingmanyparticulars  well  known  before.*' 
They  acknowledged  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
friendship  of  the  Six  Katluns,  and  rdiearsed  their  own 
proceedings  to  that  end  during  the  entire  period  of  his 
administration.  It  was  admitted  that  the  crown  had 
defrayed  the  charges  of  the  great  council  at  Albany  of  the 
J>recedingyear ;  but  for  the  expenses  of  the  council  of  the 
year  before  that,  they  had  voted  one  thousand  pounds, 
besides  appropriations  for  his  excellency's  own  personal 
expenses ;  and  they  intimated  an  opinion  that  while  they 
had  not  been  informed  what  sums  had  been  actually  dis- 
bursed for  presents  to  the  Indians,  there  were  not  wanting 
individuals  who  had  profited  largely  in  that  branch  of 
the  service.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  expenditures 
upon  the  Indians,  and  the  pains  that  had  been  taken  to 
secure  their  friendship,  they  had  not  joined  in  the  war  to 
any  considerable  extent.  In  regard  to  the  governor  him- 
self, they  had  received  him  with  distinguished  considera- 
tion on  his  arrival ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  efforts  he 
was  understood  to  have  made  in  behalf  of  the  colony  before 
his  embarkation  for  his  government,  they  had  voted  him  a 
gratuity  of  a  thousand  pounds,  and  had  moreover,  ill  as 
the  colony  could  bear  the  e^ense,  caused  a  new  and  ele- 
gant house  to  be  built  for  his  residence,  in  conformity  to 
his  own  plans,  besides  raising  as  much  for  his  support  as 
had  been  allowed  to  any  of  his  predecessors.    In  revieiWng 
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^'^*  the  events  of  the  war  and  their  own  acts  for  goBtaining  the 
'—y— '  public  service,  they  recurred  to  the  destruction  of  Saratoga, 
*  two  years  before,  as  an  event  that  might  not  have  happened 
but  for  the  withdrawing  of  the  independent  companies 
from  that  post  Afterward^  at  the  governor's  request,  they 
had  appropriated  money  for  rebuilding  that  fort^  which  was 
done,  and  the  works  garrisoned  by  the  militia,-  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony*  In  additicm  to  this  they  had  also  at  the 
governor's  request,  made  appropriations  for  building  other 
forts  to  guard,  the  frontier  passes.  Yet  again,  the  plan  of 
defence  having  been  changed,  they  had  voted  money  for 
building  a  chain  of  block-houses  from  the  Kew  England 
border  to  the  castles  of  the  Mohawks ;  but  this  plan  being 
in  turn  abandoned,  the  money  was  diverted  to  the  payment 
and  subsistence  of  detachments  of  the  militia  posted  tipon 
the  frontiers  by  the  governor  during,  the  recess  of  the 
assembly.  They  admitted  the  importance  of  guarding  the 
passes  of  the  great  canying-placeby  suitable  fortifications, 
but  shrunk  from  the  expense,  both  for  the  building,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  garrisons.  The  other  exposed  colonies 
had  an  equal  interest  with  New  York  in  building  and  sus- 
taining those  defences,  and  they  thought  the  expense  should 
be  shared  among  them, — intimating  a  doubt,  howeVer,  not- 
Withstanding  the  assurances  of  his  exc^ellency  upon  that 
point,  whether  the  colonies  referred  to  would  in  fact  be 
willing  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  burdeh.  Touching  his 
excellency's  complaint  that  his  projected  northern  encaijjp- 
ment  had  been  frustrated,  and  the  division  of  levies  des- 
tined upon  that  service  compelled  by  the  climate  to  fall  back 
upon  Saratoga  for  winter  quarters,  knowing  the  severity 
of  that  climate  as  they  did,  they  had  anticipated  as  much; 
and  as  to  the  unsuitableness  of  the  localily,  as  now  averred 
by  his  excellency,  it  had  at  leadt  been  rebuilt  there  by  his 
own  directions.  His  excellency's  reference  to  the  difficulties 
at  Albany,  the  previous  autumn,  in  regard  to  the  delivery 
and  transportation  of  provisions,  whereby  as  Was  alleged, 
his  plans  had  been  defeated,  was  tartly  answered.    *^  If,'' 
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they  said,  *<yoTir  excellency  means  thereby  the  refusal  of  chap. 
<^the  commissioners  to  deliver  the  provisions  contrary  towy^ 
"the  law  you  were  pleased  to  pass  but  a  little  before,  the  ^^*^- 
"  house  had  occasion  to  give  your  excellency  their  thoughts 
"  upon  it  in  their  resolves  of  the  seventeenth  of  November 
"last,  which  were  by  order  of  the  house  laid  before  your 
"  excellency,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer."  Rehearsing, 
next,  in  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  governor  that  they  had 
not  shown  a  disposition  even  "to  take  care  of  themselves," 
they  pointed  te  the  previ6uB  measures  they  had  adopted  for 
the  public  defence,  and  the  appropriations,  among  which 
was  one  of  forty  thousand  pounds  for  the  northern  expe- 
dition, as  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  realiiy  and  sincerity  of 
their  intentions, — suggesting  that  if  his  excellency,  on  cool 
reflection  did  not  think  them  so,  "  they  must  be  so  unhappy 
"as  to  despair  of  giving  him  satisfaction  on  that  head." 
They  said  the  appropriations  they  had  made  of  nine  pounds 
per  man  for  the  enlistment  of  sixteen  companies  of  one 
hundred  men  each,  and  the  provisioning  of  those  compa- 
nies, were  nearly  exhausted;  and  they  intimated  a  belief 
that  in  the  erection  of  fortifications,  great  waste  had  been 
indulged,  and  much  needless  expense  incurred  for  the  want 
of  competent  engineers.  Whenever  they  should  have  rea* 
son  to  believe  that  their  money  would  not  be  advanced  in 
vain  for  this  department  of  the  public  service,  and  when- 
ever they  should  have  aix  earnest  that  the  other  colonies 
were  prepared  to  cooperate  in  the  work  of  mutual  protec- 
tion, they  would  be  found  ready  to  vote  for  such  additional 
fortifications  as  might  be  judged  necessary.  In  regard  to 
the  statement  in  the  governor's  opening  speech,  that  an 
agreement  had  been  made  with  the  commissioners  of  Mas- 
sachusetts for  building  the  two  forts  so  often  recommended, 
at  the  passes  of  the  canying-place,  and  also  in  respect  to 
the  forces  to  be  raised  by  the  several  colonies  expected  to 
cooperate  in  the  Canadii^n  invasion,  and  the  rates  of  expense 
for  each,  the  assembly  waet  surprised,  inasmuch  as  the 
governor  had  but  three  nietabers  of  liis  council  wiHk  bi">i 
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CHAP,  while  Massachusetts  alone  oi  the  other  colonies  was  jrepre- 
w^  sented  at  the  conference,  that  his  excellency  should  haye 
^7^7.  entered  upon  any  such  agreement*  Moreover  as  they  were 
in  the  daily  expectatit>n  of  advices  £ropi  Bngl^d,  hoping 
withal  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  experienoed  officers,  they 
trusted  his  excellency  would  excuse  the  house  for  its  opinion^ 
^^  that  they  could  not  in  c&nsdenoe  provide  for  schemes  the 
"  execution  pf  which  would  be  very  hazardous,  a^d  put 
^^the  colony  to  great  expense."  They  told  the  governor 
plainly,  that  <'  ever  since  he  had  thought  fit  to  place  his 
confidence  in  a  person  obnoxious  to,  and  censured  by  the 
house,  the  public  affairs  had  been  much  perplexed,  and  had 
not  been  attended  with  the  st^adinefp  and  good  conduct 
whieh  their  importance  required*  They  attributed  several 
of  his  excellency's  late  speeches  to  that  person,  deciding 
that  until  the  day  when  he  was  taken  into  £a;vor  the  utmost 
harmony  had  existed  between  all  the  brandies  of  the.gov^ 
crnment  These  thrusts  were  aimed  at  Doctor  Colden,  the 
lance  having  been  barbed  by  DeLaneey,  ihe  master-spirit 
in  fomenting  these  dissensions.  Respecting  the  charges 
against  the  people  of  Albany,  entire  disbelief  in  the  justice 
of  the  imputation  was  expressed, — ^the  mmd  of  his  excel- 
lency having  probably  been  poisoned  upon  that  subject  by 
the  individual  to  whom  reference  had  already  been  made 
as  an  abuser  of  his  confidence.  If  the  people  of  Albany 
were  indeed  engaged  in  tireasonable  practices,  they  mar- 
velled that  none  of  them  had  been  arrested  and  brought 
to  trial.  In  answer  to  his  excellency's  apprehension  that 
Popish  emissaries  had  been  engaged  in  sowing  dissensions 
and  kindling  every  spark  of  discontent,  the  house  seized 
upon  the  suggestion  and  applied  it  to  a  person  then  in  great 
favor  with  Mr.  Clinton  in  the  Indian  service — Mr.  John 
Henry  Lydius,  son  of  a  former  Dutch  minister  in  Albany, 
and  of  course  bred  a  Protestant ;  who  had  resided  several 
years  in  Canada;  married  a  wife  there  of  the  Romish 
church,  after  having  abjured  his  own  religion ;  and  whom 
they  declaimed  to  be  a  person  of  desperate  fi>rtunes.    They 
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admitted  the  great  skill  of  this  man  ^^  in  all  the  weaknesses  ob^, 
of  human  nature,  but  wondered  how  he  could  have  secured  Wy^-^ 
his  excellency's  feivor.  To  him,  and  h  is  intrigues  in  Albany,  ^'^^'^' 
and  among  the  Indians,  the  assembly  attributed  many  of 
the  difficulties  that  had  arisen.  He  had  been  the  means  of 
undermiidng  the  influence  of  the  Indian  commissioners, 
and  distracting  theaffiws  of  that  department.  They  never* 
theless  admitted  that  there  might  possibly  be  some  Popish 
emissaries  in  ^e  province ;  but  at  the  same  time  there  was 
equal  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  other  men  screen- 
ing themselves  behind  th^.  curtain,  and  answering  all  the 
ends  of  such  emissaries, — ^men  of  wrong  heads  and  worse 
hearts,  who  were  doing  infinite  ^yil  by  infusing  groundless 
jealousies  into  his  excellency's  paind.  They  next  told  the 
governor  that  although  they  were  not  disposed  to  listen  to 
^very  idie  tale,  yet  they  had  hoped  that  before  that  period 
the  report  might  have  reached  his  ears  that  there  had  been 
a,  large  embezzlement  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  Indian 
inresents  in  1746,— one  thousand  pounds  having  been  voted, 
while  not  more  than  three  hundred  pounds  worth  of  goods 
had  reached  the  haads  of  those  for  whom  they  were  de- 
signed. So  at  least  it  w^  said  by  persons  who  saw  the 
goods  delivered.  They  also  inforn^ed  the  goveriior, — ^for 
the  benovolent  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  bring  the 
authors  of  the  scandal  to  justice, — ^that  a  repcpi;  was  cuiv 
rent  to  the  effect  that  French  and  Spanish  pi^soners  had 
been  sold. under  the  authority  of  im  name,  fpr  a  pistole 
a  head,  to  owners  and  captains  of  flags  of  tru^e.  The  con- 
cluding paragraph  contained  another  p?(pge;i1i  reference  to 
Doctor  Colden,  whose  designing  artifices  an4  private  views, 
"  although  they  had  hitherto  been  providentially  blasted, 
<'  it  was  still  feared  might  at  lengtl^  spring  up  again,  and 
*'bear  a  greater  increase,  which  God  forbi^." 

Mr.  Clinton's  reply  to  the  address,  which  was  presented 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  was  brief  ^d  emphatic.  He 
remarked  upo^  th^  rapidity  with  whicji  the  address  had 
been  hnrrie4  tbrougl^  the  house,— rtwp  l^piirs  only  having 
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ca^.  elapsed  from  the  time  when  it  was  reported  by  the  commit- 
w^,-^  tee  until  its  presentation  all  engrossed !  ^'  Ton  shall  have/' 
1747.  it  gg[d  ^Q  goremoty  ^^  the  best  answer  to  this  representation 
'^yon  can  expect.  I  shall  take  all  possible  ciire  that  it  be 
^^  laid  before  his  majesty  and  his  ministers,  who  are  the 
^'  proper  judges  of  my  condiict  I  doubt  not  that  the  min« 
^^istry  will  discern  with  what  spirit  it  isniade,  and  for  what 
*^  purposes/'  Commanding  an  adjournment  for  a  week, 
the  indomitable  sailor-goyemor  then  dismissed,  his  refrac- 
tory little  parliament. 

Reassembling  on  the  secoiid  of  Jtme^  they  were  met  by 
an  executiye  message  calling  their  attention  to  the  distinc- 
tions preyailing  among  the  levies  at  the  north,  for  want  of 
their  pay.  The  governor  informed  thetn  that  thus  far  these 
levies  had  been  paid  by  the  crowii,  he  himself  having  pro- 
vided the  ijieans  by  drawing  bills  of  exchange;  The 
tLmount  thus  drawn  was  then  nine  thousand  poundfl»  the 
whole  of  which  he  declared  should  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  new  levies^  Although  these  bills  had  all  been 
drawn  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  yet  his  excellency  b^gan 
to  fear,  or  pretended  to  foar,  that  they  might  hot  all  be 
honored,  in  Which  event  his  private  fortune  might  be 
involved.  Though  willihg  td  draw  yet  fluriher  for  that 
object,  yet  he  was  not  willing  to  jeopaid  hiaown  estlkte, — 
believing,  as  he  did^  that  every  man  in  the  prtMnce  was  as 
much  bound  as  himself  to  contribute  from  his  private 
means  for  the  safety  of  the  people.  Indemnificattoxi  against 
the  consequences  of  a  protest  of  his  billsy  riiould  he  be 
required  to  draw  anymore  of  them,  was  therefore  demanded 
in  justice  to  his  own  family. 

The  house,  in  answer,  referred  to  a  lett^  from  the  duke 
of  Newcastle  of  April,  1746,  authorielngthB  necessary  pre- 
parations for  the  long-projected  expedition^  with  an  as- 
surance that  the  forces  to  h^  raised,  officers  as  well  as  taiik 
land  file,  should  be  taken  into  his  ihsyesty's  pay^  It  was 
therefore  clearly  not  intended  by  the  erowH  that  the  pay* 
ment  of  tbese  forces  should  in  any  event  be  d^volvtsd  U|K>n 
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the  people  of  the  colony ;  and  tilie  refueal  of  the  governor  ^^^* 
to  ooBtinue  his  dnt^s  would  imply  a  distrost  of  the  king,  "-^v^ 
and  render  himeelf  personally  answerable  for  the  lives  and  ^^^' 
estates  of  his  subjects.    Entertaining  these  views,  the 
assembly  peremptorily  refused   the   act  of  guaranty, — 
declaring  at  the  same  time  that  ^as  his  excellency  had  the 
means  of  paying  the  forces  in  his  own  hands,  should  he 
refuse  to  use  theoi)  and  should  the  lives  ai^d  estates  of  the 
pe<^[de  be  endangered  }}j  the  threatened  desertion  of  the 
levies,  ^'  his  ezicellenoy  alane  would  be  to  blame." 

From  Ihe  f<mrth  of  Juae  ,to  the  same  day  of  August,  the 
assembly  only  m«t  to  a^ourn.  Meantime  the  governor 
replenished  his  exchequer  by  the  usual  resort  to  Mils  of 
exi^nge,  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  June  embarked  for 
Albany,  in  ord^,  if  possible,  to  put  an  &od  to  the  troubles 
with  the  levies. 

I  must  not  iose  sight  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whose  name, 
as  an  adopted  crtis^i  of  New  York,  belongs  to  its  history. 
France,  smarting  under  the  loss  of  Cape  Bret(m,  and  mor^ 
tified  at  tiie  disastrous  &ilure  oi  D'Anville's  armada, 
determine  again  to  put  forth  heoPienergies  for  the  recovery 
of  Louii^urg,  and  the  resuscitation  of  her  naval  character 
— of  late  so  deeply  compromised.  To  these  ends,  there- 
fore, another  fleet  was  equipped,  at  Brest,  destined  against 
Louisburg  early  in  the  spring,  under  the  command  of  M. 
de  la  Jonquiere.  The  .duty  of  watching  the  motions,  and, 
if  possible,  of  intercepting  this  fleet,  was  assigned  to  Vice 
Admiral  Anson, — a  widely  different  man  tttfm  Admiral 
Lestock,  whose  equivocal  conduct,  on  the  French  coast, 
when  engaged  in  the  like  service,  has  already  been  recorded. 
It  has  already  been  said  that  Sir  Peter  Warren  returned  to 
England  in  the  autumn  of  1746.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  following  he  was  appointed  second  in  command  under 
Mr.  Anson,  hoisting  his  jpennanton  board  the  Devonshire^ 
of  sixty-six  guns*  The  Brest  fleet,  uniting  a  large  convoy 
of  Indiamen,  and  numbering,  in  all,  thirty-ei^ht  ships,  pro* 
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*^^'  ceeded  to  sea  about  the  last  of  April.  It  was  fallen  in  with 
^-r-'  by  Admiral  Anson,  on  the  third  of  May,  off  Cape  Finis- 
'  terre.  When  descried,  nine  of  the  ships, — ^men  of  wan 
mounting  from  eighteen  to  seventy-f<>ur  guns, — ^were  short- 
ening sail  and  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet,  consisting  of  the  vessels  under  con- 
voy, stretched  to  the  west  with  all  the  sails  they  could  set, 
Anson  immediately  formed  his  fleet  into  a  line ;  but  ob- 
serving by  the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy  that  his  object  was 
to  gain  time,  for  the  purpose,  probably,  of  escaping  under 
favor  of  the  night,  then  approaching,  he  made  signal  for 
the  whole  fleet  to  close  and  engage  the  enemy,  witiiout  any 
regard  to  the  line  of  battle.^  In  the  course  of  the  action 
that  ensued,  Warren  had  an  opportunity  which,  he  fidled 
not  to  improve,  of  signalizing  and  covering  himself  with 
glory.  He  ran  his  ship,  the  Devonshire,  up  with  Le  SMeux^ 
the  flag-ship  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  after  receiving  his 
fixe,,  which  was  well-directed,  closed  within  pistol-shot,  and 
pontinued  to  engage  in  the  most  daring  and  brilliant  style, 
qntil  the  enemy  struck.,  Having  silenced  his  antagonisti 
Wan:en  proceeded  next  to  encounter  the  Invincible,,  sev- 
enty-four, comnianded  by  M.  de  St.  George,  the  second 
pflEicer  of  the  isnei^y's  squadron.  Being  seconded  by  the 
[Qristol,  Captain  Mqntague,  the  Invincible  was  in  a  short 
time  dismasted  and  taken  by  Warren.  The  general  action 
\7as  short  and  brilliant,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the 
whole  "French  squadron,  consisting,  of  siz  ships  of  two 
decks,  including  tlie  GHoire,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  four 
frigates.  *  It  is  true  that  Anion's  fleet  was  greatly  superior 
in  the  appointuxent  of  ships  and  guns.,  Three  ojf  his  ships, 
however,  participated  in  the  action  but  a  very  few  moments, 
— ^having  been  detached  as  soon  as  the  Frenchmen  were  so 
far  crippled  as  probably  to  render  them  unable  to  get  away, 
with  all  the  sail  they  could  press,  after  the  enemy's  flying 
Indiamen.  •    The  loss  of  the  English  was  not  severe, — Cap- 

^  Admirftltj  official  report.  May  16,  1747. 

*  Ghampok. 

*  Admiralty  report. 
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tain  Grenrille  being  the  only  officer  of  note  who  was  killed,  chak 
The  French  were  greater  dofferers, — ^M.  de  la  Jonquiere  .-..^w 
himself  was  shot  under  the  blade  bones  of  both  his^^^^, 
shoulders,  but  the  wounds  were  not  mortal.  ]bi  the  month 
of  July  following  this  memorable  engagement^  being 
stationed  with  a  squadron  off  Cape  Finisterre,  Sir  Peter 
fell  in  with  four  valuable  merchant  ships  of  the  enemy 
convoy^  by  two  men  of  war,  which  ran  into  a  bay  on  the 
island  of  Sisarga,  and  being  closely  pursued  they  all  ran 
on  shore.  One  of  the  men  of  war,  mounting  forty-four 
guns,  was  fired  by  the  crew  and  blown  up  before  Warren's 
boats  could  board  her ;  but  the  merchantmen  were  all  got 
off  and  brought  into  Plymouth  the  next  day,  being  the 
twenly^^econd  of  July.  Warren  was  now  floating  in  the 
tide  of  fortune,  for  very  shortly  after  taking  these  noble 
prises  at  Sisarga,  he  fell  in  with  and  captured  a  considerar; 
ble  fleet  of  French  West  Indiamen.  Recording  to  one 
account,  thisfleetoon8iste4  of  a  very  large  number  of  ships,^ 
though  Chamock,  in  his  biography  of  Wf^rren,  makes  no 
mention  of  this  affait.^  Sir  Peter's  gallantry  on  these 
occasions,  was  rewarded  by  his  &rther  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  admiral  of  the' white.  He  sailed  again  firom  Spit- 
head  on  a  cruise,  on  the  second  of  September,  but  filling 
sick  was  compelled  to  relinquish  hiB  command  and  go  on 
shore.  But  glory  had  not  been,  the  only  reward  of  his 
splendid  career.  The  number  of  his  captures  had  produced 
an  ample  fortune,  which  he  invested  in  part,  by  purchasing 
a  country-seat  in  Westbury,  Hampshire  county,  to  which 
he  now  retired*  His  circumstances  must  indeed  have  been 
affluent  At  least  so  thought  some  of  his  relatives,  as 
appears  from  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  his 
nephew,  Captain  Warren  Johnson,  to  his  brother  the  colonel. 
This  letter  also  corroborates  the  preceding  account  of  the 
last  great  capture  of  West  India  merchantmen,  not  men- 
tioned by  Chamock : 

iQenUtBUUi's  Magaiine. 
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c^«  Captain  Warrtn  Johnson  to  his  Braihar. 

^--v--'  «  New  Yom,  September  18, 174T. 

^^^^*  "Dear Brother: 

"  Last  evening  lonived  here  horn  Looisburg,  in  order  to 
go  to  England  in  the  Beaiborongh  man  of  ' 


^  I  mi^e  no  doubt  joa  fa»re  heard  of  mj  nncle  Warren'0 
great  fluooeas  in  hit  two  cruiaea,  the  first  inth  Adsoiral 
Anson,  and  flie  second  with  a  sifoadjioa  af  which  b»  was 
commander^-chief^pait  of  which .  fdl  in  with  the  St. 
Domingo  fleet,  and  took  sbobjr-twe  sail  of  tbenu  He  had 
taken  eereral  rich  lAiipi  before.  He  mnit  now  be  one  of 
the  richest  men  in  Engiaod,  and  not  one  hae  4oBie  his 
country  eo  much  aerrice.  He  must  be  worth  ifanee  or  fowr 
hundred  thooaand  pounda  sterliof;.  He  is  now  ars«ejadimical 
of  tiie  white,  aind  amember  of  parliament  fixMHi  Wieslniv^ 
rter,  andlhave  BodonbtoAA  vei7'8boQnt4ame1iewiUbea 
peer  of  England,  th^re  being  no  peiaoft  hettafiaUa  to  mainr 
tain  that  dignity. 

*<  Your  moat  afieotionato  iBmtherf 

«  Colonel  Solmam.^ 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  Sir  Peter  was  fetatiked  to 
parliament  He  was  likewise  at  abotft  the  same  time  pre* 
sented  with  a  large  efflver  monteth,  of  curious  woifananshtp, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  services  in  the  cruise  of  that  season.^  fTke  eqpultation 
of  Sir  Peter's  relatives  at  his  good  fortune,  was  Justifiable, 
for  they  had  been  bravely  won. 
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(Jovemor  Clinton,  who,  aa  already  observed  in  the  laet^^' 
chapter,  had  departed  for  Albany  on  the  nineteenth  of  '•-v 
June,  did  not  leave  an  hour  too  early,  fbr  the  military  affairs 
in  that  quarter  were  in  a  deplorable  condition.  Instead  of 
increasing  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ofltsusive  operations, 
the  forces  were  diminished  by  sickness  and  desertion,  and 
the  thousand  mischances  incident  to  im  army  of  irregulan 
kept  in  the  field  contrary  to  their  own  indinationB.  In 
such  numbers  did  they  desert,  that  a  party  of  thirty-eight 
in  a  body  were  fired  upon  by  the  officers  at  JEsopus,  and 
retaken, — ^two  of  them  being  wounded.  They  were 
marched  back  to  Albany.  ^  The  road  fi'om  Mount  Johnson 
to  Oswego,  was  infested  by  the  enemy ;  murders  were  com- 
mitted at  Bumetsfield ;  ^  so  that  Colonel  Johnson  could 
not  forward  supplies  without  a  strong  guard,  thus  materially 
enhancing  the  expense  of  executing  his  contract  fbr  t2iat 
post ;  *  while  in  addition  to  all,  as  if  grown  weary  of  await- 
ing an  invasion  at  Crown  Poiiit,  Uie  French,  with  their 
Indians,  were  again  showing  themselves  in  formidable  num-< 
bers  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga.  Colonel  Johnson  was 
advised,  on  the  sixteenth  of  June,  by  the  return  of  an 
unsuccessAil  war-party  of  the  Schoharies,^  of  the  approach 
upon  Lake  Champlain,  of  a  fleet  of  thn^e  hundred  canoes^ 
and  admonished  to  be  on  his  guard  against  a  surprise*  ^    Im^ 

■  r      ■    «  *    ■  «  ■     »  '  ■    I  ■  ■' ■      II. 11    111!      ■ 

>  Mftanaeript  letter  i  Jolm  H.  Lydina  to  Colontl  Jahaunnu 
*Tke  pref eat  TUUge  of  HerkinMr. 
^MaauMripi  Letter:  Johnaon  to  Clinton. 
«▲  ekA  «f  tke  Mohawks. 
*Maaaaoript Letter:  Lydina to Jolinaon. 
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^mf  *  ^^^^^^7  ^^  ^^  arriyal  of  this  intelligence  at  Saratoga, 
V..V-'  Captain  Chew  was  ordered  forth  with  a  detachment  of  one 
^^*^-  hundred  men  to  reconnoitre  the  country  between  that  post 
and  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain.  Falling  in  with  the 
enemy  on  th«  nineteenth  of  June,  an  action  ensued  in  which 
fifteen  of  his  men  were  killedy  and  forty-seven  more,  with 
himself,  taken  prisoners.  The  detachment  encoujitered 
by  Chew  was  commanded  by  M.  Lacose,  who  immediately 
fell  back  upon,  a  much  larger  force^  occupying  the  path  of 
.  communication  between  th^  Hudson  and  the  lake.  But 
Lacose  did  not  fall  back  without  leaving  a  detachment  of 
three  hundred  men,  under  M.  Laquel,  to  lurk  about  Sara- 
toga, imd  cut  off  approaching  supplies.  According  to  the 
representation  of  pne  of  the  ei;k<emy'6  Indians,  who  deserted 
and  came  into  Saratoga,  the  main  force  of  the  French  at 
the  carrying-place  consisted  of  twelve  companies.  The 
Indian  informed  farther,  that  Lacose  was  to  advance  again 
immediately  with  artillery  find  mining  tools,  to  lay  seige  to 
the  fort  Meantime  the  three  hundred  who  had  been  left 
in  the  environs  of  the  fort,  under  M.  Laquel,  performed 
bold  service  by  appearing  openly  and  attempting  to  fire  a 
block-house,  used,  as  they  si^ipposed,  as  a  magazine,  by 
shooting  burning  arrows  against  its  walls.  "  The  person 
**  appointed  to  perform  this  duty,"  said  the  commander  of 
Hie  fort  in  a  lett^  writteii  to  Colonel  Johnson,  ^<  had  a 
^'  blanket  carried  before  him  that  he  might  jiot  discover  the 
*^  fire  upon  the  points  of  the  arrow;s.  ^*'  The  main  body  of 
the  enemy  soon  moved  down  to  Fish,  Credk:,  a  few  miles 
north  of  Saratoga,  and  a  detachment  of  his  troops  was  thrown 
between  that  post  and  Albany.  Colonel  Schuyler  imme- 
diately marched  with  his  regiment*  and  such  other  forces 
as  he  could  raise  on  the  instant,  to  meet  the. invader ;  who, 
however,  though  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  retired  at 
his  approach  and  fell  back  to  Crown  Point. 
The  Indian  allies  of  the  English  were  again  becoming 

1  Letter  to  Colonel  Johnson,  copied  in  hit  own  hand,  but  Iheaignatore  of 
wbioh  is  omitted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lira  OF  8IK  WILLUX  JOHNSON,  BART.  281 

much  dissatisfied  with  the  langaor  perrading  the  service.  <^p> 
Afber  having,  though  with  great  reluctance,  been  incited  to  w,^-^ 
engage  in  the  war,  they  were  desirous  of  seeing  it  prose-  ^^*^' 
cuted  with  vigor.  A  number  of  their  chie&  now  met 
Colonel  Schuyler  and  complained  bitterly  of  the  continued 
and  most  discouraging  delays.  They  had  be^i  chiefly 
induced  to  take  the  war«-path  against  the  French  by  the 
extraordinary  preparations  they  had  marked  as  in  progress 
for  the  invasion^  and  they  had  not  themselves  been  back- 
ward in  annoying  the  enemy ;  but  as  th^  were  convinced 
from  the  {Hresent  inactivity  of  the  Ikiglidi,  that  the  design 
of  an  invasion  must  hajve-  beezi  laid  aside,— ^  conviction 
strengthened  by  the  daily  and  rapid  4®crease  of  the  new 
levies,*^they  said  they  should  be  necessitated  to  make  peace 
with  the  French  for  themselves,  on  the  best  terms  they 
could.  BtiU,  if  tiie  English  would  immediately  march 
against  Crown  Point,  they  would  cheerfully  assist  them 
with  one  thousand  of  their  best  warriors.  ^ 

I  have  found  no  record  of  Mr.  Clinton's  doings  at  Albany 
during  this  visit,  save  a  single  sentence  in  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle  upon  his  return  to  th^ 
city,  to  the  effect  that  while  at  Albany,  he  had  prevailed 
upon  two  powerfol  Indian  natives-r-formerlyin  the  French 
interest— to  join  the  English.  The  visit,  however,  ^as 
probably  a  short  one,  since  he  was  at  the  council  bpfkrd 
again  in  July.  Sut  from  the  letters  of  Oolpnel  Johnson  it 
appean  that  he  met  the  governor  wd  concerted  arrange- 
ments for  relieving  Oswego,— tLieutenant  Visscher  having 
been  dispatched  thither  with  a  cargo  of  goods,  provisions, 
and  afnmunitiont 

Meantime  notwithstandmg  the  loss  of  so  great  a  portion 
of  the  open  season,  andtiie  utter  neglect  of  the  contest  by 
theministers,  so  &r  at  least  as  the  colonies  were  concerned, 
Goveomor  Shirley  was  pushing  his  design  of  an  attack  upon 
Crown  Point,  with  all  the  zeal  and  energy  of  his  character, 
and  all  the  means  at  his  command.    There  could  be  no 

iQenUeman'ft  Uftgftiiiitt,  S«pt«kibeT,  1747. 
36 
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9^'  seonrily  for  ilie  frontiers  ^itheir  of  Ne^  York  or  New  Eng- 
^*v-^  land  from  the  deyastationsof  ^e  taemy,  imtil  Grown  Pointy 
the  grand  rei^desvons  of  tl^e  numerous  waivparties  coa^ 
t^inally  harr^siing  the  border^  should  be  wrested  fitmi  him ; 
and  in  order  to  unity  of  aetion,  and  tike  organsxation  and 
eoneentration  o£  a  force  adequate  to  the  undertaking)  Shir-^ 
ley  wrote  to  Clinton  in  July,  i«oporing  a  eongrees  of  the 
colonies  from  Kew  Hampshire  to  Yiigiaia^  both  inolusive» 
to  consult  for  the  common  de&nce,  and  render  their  efforts 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  more  efEective.  He  informed 
Mr.  Clinton  ihat  he  had  summooed  a  meeting  of  the  Mas* 
sachusetts  legislature  to  consider  the  subject^  and  he  urged 
a  similar  course  upon  Kew  Tork;  He  said  he  had  made 
like  communications  to  the  colonies  included  in  the  pro^ 
jeot,  urging  them  all  to  oodperate^-^MsssaohusettB)  at  aU 
events,  being  determined  to  exert  her  utmost  power  in  the 
enterprise.  He  was  very  anxious  that  the  Six  ISfatums 
should  be  persuadeji  to  greater  exertions  than  they  had 
hitherto  made ;  and  for  the  better  seeurity  of  the  north- 
western settlements  of  MAssaohusetts,  he  asked  that  one 
hundred  rangers  might  be  employed  by  New  York  between 
Saratoga  and  the  New  England  border*  ^ 

The  general  assembly  of  Kew  Yoik  came  together  agspoa 
for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the  fourth  df  August, 
when  Shirley's  letter  was  laid  before  them  by  the  governor^ 
accompanied  by  a  message  informing  them  that  by  the 
^vice  of  his  council  he  had  acceded  to  the  ptopbsal  con- 
tained in  that  letter,  and  that  the  forces  of  the  provinm 
were  to  be  put  into  action  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  The  season  for  offensive 
operations,  however,  was  already  too  &r  adttanoed  to  bSIow 
of  a  ff^eeting  of  commissioners  to  make  estimates  of  the 
expense,  and  to  adjust  the  proportions  which  each  colony 
respectively  should  bear.  But  on  a  rough  oakulitien  it 
was  thought  that  fourteen  thousand  pounds  would  cover 
the  chai^^  of  the  intended  movmient,  and  his  excellency 

I  Set  Sliirley'ft  )0ter  in  the  ntanies  9Mrl»*eoa9^U  ko»H' 
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tnisted  that  nettber  of  the  eolonies  would  be  baekwmd  in  <^^* 
meeting  its  just  shitre  of  the  amount.    Indeed,  he  thought  '*^-' 
27ew  York  might  venture  to  aesume  mare  than  its  quota^  ^^^^* 
bath  MaasM^uaetto  and  Connecticut  having  advanced  con- 
siderable amns  to  atimulate  tha  Six  Nationa  in  ccmtinuing 
their  incursions  against  til^e  enemy*    The  governor  said  he 
had.reaeived  the  nsnawed  aaaoranees  oi  the  good  feelings 
of  the  Bix  Nations,  with  pledgea  of  thaur  niost  vigorous 
aasiatanee;  and  he  had  Ulsewiae  i^aaon  to  espect  the  aid 
of  several  more  diotaolt  tribesi  heretofore  in  t^  iAterests 
of  the  Fjre»ch*    Ha  wonld  Inring  no  oth^r  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  assembly  than,  wjahing  their  immediate 
Mtton  upon  this  importantm^tter,  that  he  might  coxomiw- 
cal)e  their  d^isniiuU^on  to  tha  oth^  gover^izoants  forth- 
with,  aad  thw  previent  fiuther  loips  of  time. 

Tha  mefisufeivw  not  niiet  in  a  eorrei^^ondi^  sfmt  by 
the  assembly,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  first  action  was  the 
adoption  of  a  series  of  resolutions  insulting  the  governor, 
and  evasive  as  to  the  oljeet  specially  {)ressed  upon  their 
conffld^*atlon«  Thep^  tMii&cmaLf  deelared  their  willingness 
to  come  into  any  ^^  well-coiieMted"  aoheme  for  annoying 
the  comianon  enemy,  bot  they  would  &ot  oonaanib  to  raise 
moneys  upoA  ttie  ^pretence"  eonftafaked  m  the  massi^ey 
withoM  a  bettor  ionawledge  of  tha  ^^gn)un4a"  land  ^^rea- 
sons."  l%ey  doubted  whether  Massaokaaetto  and  Ooii- 
necticut  had  ever  eontribiited  any  ^^eonaidaraUe  snms"  for 
the  Indian  service,  andepven  if  they  ibad  done  #o^  New  York 
liftd  paid  more  than  botii  of  them  put  togetiusr^'-Hidding  to 
tile  sentence  tiie  ^gnificant  insivoation--^'  alid  hh  excel- 
lency knows  how  these  sums  have  been  appiaed."  QtiU^ 
for  tiie  promotion  of  any  ^^  well  ooneeited  aeheme*'  i^^st 
the  enemy  by  the  tiiree  ooloiinea  named  in  the  message, 
they  would  oonsent  to  bear  oiie*tiiml  of  the  es^nse; 
believing,  however,  that  the  odfeer  ooloniee,  not  mc^vtymedy 
ought  to  contribute  to  the  cause.  These  negative  resolves 
were  adopted  on  the  sixth  of  August  Prom  that  day  until 
the  thirty-first,  not  the  least  attention  was  paid  by  the 
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<^«  afisembly  to  the  staite  of  the  colony,— its  time  being  ocea« 
v-v^  pied  upon  bills  of  comparatiyely  trifling  moment,  suck  as 
^^*^'  for  farming  out  the  excise, — for  raising  a  farther  sum  by 
lottery  toward  founding  a  college, — and  fbr  the  examina- 
tion of  the  public  accounts  for  the  year  1718 ;  for  prwent* 
ing  desertions  from  the  forces,  &c.,  ftc. 

But  if  the  assembly  was  idle,  the  enemy  was  not,  and  the 
people  of  the  northern  settlements,  even  of  Albany  itself, 
were  in  a  high  state  of  alarm^  and  that  not  without  reason. 
Parties  of  the  enemy  had  penetrated  south  of  ike  Mohawk 
into  tibe  'valley  Of  the  Schohariekil,  where  a  number  of 
men  had  been  killed  and  scalped.  Saratoga  was  also  once 
more  nearly  if  not  quite  surrounded  by  the  foeman,  and 
several  persons  had  likewise  been  killed  in  that  vicinity; 
How  Colonel  Johnson  was  engaged  at  this  time,  will  appear 
by  the  following  detracts  from  a  letter  addreteed  by  him  to 
the  governor  t 

.  Oohnd  Johamm  to  Qovenwr^  Clintan. 

^  MouKT  JooBoraoN,  August  18»  1747^ 
^  May  it  pl<ease  your  excellenqr : 

^'  I  enelose  the  message  sent  by  the  New  Wngtemj  I^dian^ 
to  their  uncles,  the  Mohawks,  and  their  anaweir.to  it,  by 
which  all  people  ma^  see  that  the  Indians  are  in  eiemest^ 
aaoid  resolved  to  proceed  in  thid  wt^r.  I  this  day  had  an 
account  by  an  Indian  express  from  Oswego,  tiiat  there  were 
agreat  ntEtaber  (tf  ^SmiecaB,  and  some  of  the  foreign  Indiaos 
with  them,  (called  tilie  Flat  Heads,)  coming  down  to  me 
with  sevisral  belts  of  wampum,-— one  whereof  is  a  vast  large 
one^ — ^almost  like  the  one  your  excellency  gave  the  Six 
Nations  last  summer,— «which  belt  must  purport  a  great  deal 
of  news.  I  expect  1ii«m  here  in  two  days»  aad  am  making 
everything  ready  for  their  reception.  As  soon  as  I  have 
heard  the  news,  and  have  done  with  them,  I  shall  let  your 

excellency  know  the  purport. 

h         iic'4c  ♦  ♦  m  n^         >ic  4c  * 

**  I  spoke  to  your  excellency  when  in  Albany,  ^ibout  neces- 
saries for  the  men  destined  for  the  Indian  service,  but  find 
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nothing  done  about  it.    I  have  not  one  pair  of  Indian  shoes  <^p* 
fo^  them,  without  which  they  cannot  go  through  the  woods,  ^-v--' 
I  proposed  doing  great  service  with  these  men,  and  the  ^^^'^- 
Indians  tbgethw^  but  it  seems  I  may  not  have  the  oppoiv 
tunity ;  for  there  is  not  even  one  of  the  oompanies  which 
were  oi^ered  for  that  service  moved  up  here  yet^  which 
makes  the  Indians  think  worse  and  worse  of  us,  after, 
assuring  them  they  should  be  up  veiy  shortly.    I  lead  a 
most  miserable  life  among  them  at  present^  ooeadoned  by 
BO  many  disappointments. 
m       ■  -m  *         4(.3^.*  «  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

^^-There  is  one  thing  which  I  wish  your  excellency  to 
consider  O^  which  is  my  .extraordinary  expense  in  kerning 
several  hands  employed  to  attend  the  numbers  of  Indians 
I  have  daily  had  at  my  house  these  twelvemonths  past;  aa 
also  of  a  clerk,  "^ho,  wltii  myself^  has  more  wwk  than  men 
can  well  bear.  This  the  country  is  very  sensible  of.  So  I 
lAtall  leave  it  to  yo«r  esneUebcy's  coneideration  whatto  do 
init"^ 

^On  the  twmty<^fohrth  of  August^  inibrmation  was  received 
by  the  governor  from  Albany,  that  the  forces  stationed  there 
had  been  Withdrawn  from  tibie  <;ity,  and  posted  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Hudson,  a  mile  below,  by  wlaach  movement  the 
city  was  left  defencdesai  greatly  exposed,  and  the  people 
much  alarmed.  Several  gei^tlemeA  from  Albany  were 
examined  upon  the  sulgect  before^  the  legJBlative  council, 
who  confirmed  the  statement  It  farther  appeared  that 
depredations  had  been  committed  by  the  ene;DQiy  in  the  veiy 
precincts  of.  Albany ;  that  there  were  not  mora  than  three 
hundred  of  its  citizens,  old  and  young,  capable  of  bearing 
arms ;  and  that  fm  were  compelled,  from  the  aged  judge  of 
the  court  to  the  stripling,  to  mount  guard  in  turn  each  one 
every  fourth  nighty — ^whereupon  an  address  was  presented 
to  the  governor  praying  that  the  levies  at  the  north  be 
ordered  to  move  into  the  city  and  remain  there,  for  its  pro- 

» Mmtiaoript  Letter. 
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r-  tection  until  otherwise  directed.    The  cauae  of  this  more* 


VOL 

v..v-'ment  of  the  troops  from  Albany  nowhere  appears.    It 
^7^7-  seemB,  however,  to  have  been  of  a  piece  with  theboBtUn^, 
yet  strangely  inefficient  condnct  of  the  war  in  this  qnattor 
from  the  beginning. 

Impatient,  and  not  without  reason,  at  the  inactionL  of  tha 
assembly,  the  governor  sent  them  a  messai^  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  Augost,  informing  them  caqf^licitly  that  he  would 
no  longer  fiimish  provisiooa  for  the  four  independent  oom*^ 
panics  stationed  at  Albany,  at  the  expeoBe  of  ^  crown, 
nor  for  the  levies  from  the  southern  counties,  destined  for 
the  Omadian  eo^dition:  lif either  wovli  he  dra«r  any 
longer  npon  the  crown  £oir  the  support  of  the  Indian  depi^to 
ment,  although  hie  could  not  disgui^  the  fiiet  Aai  A  failu^ 
of  supplies  fiMf  the  Indian  waivpartiea,  might  be  followed 
by  frighl&l  oonsaqnences.  He  tbierefpr^  jceqoested  a  vote, 
of  supplies  for  those  objects  of  the.pubtt^  servioe  for  two. 
]Dontfafs,>^y  ibe  end  of  whkb  tinua  h*  hoped  to  ivdcioive 
definite  information  as  to  his  migesty's  pleasure  respectiiiig 
ibe  forces  at  Albany,  and  also  to  learn  whether  the  neigh- 
boring colonies  wouM  obittnbniie  toward  ibe  defence  of  the 
country.  SEe  informed  theu  ibat  since  tbe  invasion  oi  the 
enemy  at  Bnmetafield,  Coiomel  Jofanwn  conld  no  kbger 
flrupply  the  post  at  Oswego,  swre  aft  donJUe  tho  jbrnler 
expense,  nor  even  llten  nnless  ftimldhed  with  «  gaard  to 
escort  the  stores.  A  vote  of  snpplies  for  this  object,  and 
also  to  defray  Uie  coert  of  transporttng  provisions  to  Sara- 
toga, was  necessary,  since  these  ^apenses  couM  no  longer 
be  borne  by  the  crown.  Accompanying  the  message  was 
an  extract  from  a  letter  ttom  Colonel  Johnson,  infonoing 
the  governor  that  he  was  about  to  set  out  attihe  head  of  a 
considerable  party  of  OhristianB  and  Indians  in  quest  of  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  and  his  attics  who  had  been  dis- 
covered between  Saratoga  and  Crown  Point.  This  letter 
was  dated  on  the  nineteenth  of  August.  Two  days  afterward 
another  dispatch  from  the  colonel,  dated  the  twenty-eighth, 
was  communicated  to  the  assembly  upon  the  same  fiuljject 
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The  assembly  replied  by  resolntioos  declanngfhst  neither  o^p* 
the  crcywn  nor  the  colony  need  be  at  the  expense  of  8up-s,*v^ 
porting  the  four  companies  of  independent  fusileers  sta-^^^^- 
tioned  at  Albany,  they  having  always  subsisted  themselves, 
oat  of  their  own  pay,  save  when  dBtached  to  distant  posts, 
as  at  Oswego,  for  example,  in  which  eases  the  colony  had 
always  famished  the  supplies,  as  of  course  they  ought 
The  colony,  it  was  vaid,  hod  ftom  time  to  time,  and  some- 
times even  without  his  exceliency's  recommendation,  pron 
visioned  the  sixteen  compamea  of  one  hundiisd  levies  each ; 
and  it  appeared  to  the  assembly  unreasonable  that  they 
should  be  burdened  with  the  far(iier  expense  of  supporting 
the  forces  from  the  more  southern  colonies,  which  ought 
eaeh  to  provide  for  their  own.  In  regard  to  the  Indian 
service,  inasmuch  as  the  crown  had  authorized  the  making 
of  such  presents  to  them  in  1746,  as  would  secure  their 
hearty  cooperation  in  the  war,  iSkej  urged  that  his  excel* 
lency  ought  to  continue  dl^wing  upon  that  source,  for  that 
object,  at  least  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be  sig^ 
nified  to  the  contrary, — ^hoping  at  the  same  time— for  the 
house  lost  no  opportuiiity  of  renewing,  at  least  by  impli- 
cation, liie  charge  of  a  former  embezzlement  of  Indian 
presents, — ^that  his  excellency  had  made  such  use  of  the 
means  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  crown  for  that  object, 
as  had  been  for  the  advantage  of  his  majesty's  service. 
So  of  supplying  Saratoga,  as  Ms  excellency's  Hlk  for  sup- 
plying that  post  had  thus  &;r  been  borne  by  the  crown,  he 
should  continue  to  draw  until  instructed  to  the  contrary. 
Respecting  the  hardship  of  Oolonel  Johnson's  case,  it  was 
held  that  according  to  his  excellency's  own  message  of 
December  second,  1746,  lliat  gentleman  had  contracted  to 
supply  the  garrison  at  Oswego  upon  the  same  terms  in  war 
as  in  peace.  Ko  additional  allowance  ought  therefore  to 
be  made  to  him  for  that  service,  even  for  defraying  the 
expenses  <^  guards.  The  pressure  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
northern  settlements,  however,  awakened  the  assembly  t6 
a  partial  sense  of  duty  in  the  emergency ;  and  having  thus 
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CHAP,  cavalierly  discussed  those  subjects  of  the  message,  it  had 
wv^the  grace  to  resolve  iha4i  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
^"^^7*  the  pay  aud  subsistence  of  three  companies  of  rangers,  of 
fifty  men  each,  for  the  protection  x>f  the  inhabitants  against 
the  skulking  parties  of  the^emy,— one  for  the  defence  <A 
Albany,  one  for  Schenectady,  and  one  for  Kinderhook. 
The  feelings  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  regard  to  these  resolutions, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  subjoined  letter  communicating 
a  copy  thereof  to  Colonel  Johnson :  It  also  shows  the  high 
estimate  which  CAinton  placed  upon  the  services  which* 
Johnson  was  then  rendering  to  the  country : 

Governor  GifUon  U>  Ooland  Johnson. 

JTkv  Tow,  S^)tember  T,  1747. 
"Sir: 

My  last  letter  to  you  waa  dated  tl^e  twentieth  of  August. 
Soon  after  I  received  youfs  of  the  fourteenth,  seventeenth^ 
an4  nineteenth,  acquaint^gme  of  ypur  ii^t^n^tion  of  going 
out  with  a  party  of  Indians  uid  Christaans ;  and  veiy  uneasy 
I  have  been  ever  since,  afraid  lest  that  letter  should  be  the 
means  of  your  laying  a9i4o  such  a  gJLbriou^  <Jlesign,  which 
must  always  redound  to.  your  honored  reputation.  You 
oaght  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  whole  province  for  what 
you  have  already  done  fi^r  it^  but  am  sorry  to  say,  ipstead 
of  public  thanks,  you  have  the  frowns  of  an,  inveterate 
assembly^  as  you  will  see  by  tl^e  iuclosed  resolves.  But  I 
hope  you  will  receive  thanks  from  their  ^up^r^opsL 

"  I  must  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jqmj^  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  August,  which  I  ipam^diately  communi- 
cated to  the  council  And  assembly,  in  hopes  it  would  have 
touched  their  souls^  ^    But  notwithstandiugit  was  delivered 

to  them  before   their  resolve  about  the  provisions  for 

tf ; 

1  Johnson  was  yery  careful  in  preserving  tbe  original  draughts  of  his  let- 
ters. But  the  letter  we  hare  spoken  of,  with  many  hundreds  ef  others,  has 
not  surriTed  the  ravages  of  tioiA  and  ^aiiee.  AcAording  to  thv  tmtrj  of 
its  substai^ce  in  the  minntes  of  the  council  board,  howerer,  the  foioe  the 
colonel  was  now  preparing  to  lead  against  the  enemy,  consisted  of  ''four 
hundred  Christians  and  about  the  same  number  of  Indians.** 
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Oswego^  it  had  no  effect  on  them.    Bat  I  will  venture  to  gh^« 
say,  that  though  these  stubborn  Dutchmen  won't  do  you>-v^ 
the  justice  ^hey  ought,  yet  when  I  represent  to  hi&m^esiy  ^'^^^' 
the  vast  progrees  you  have  made,  (beyond  any  reasonable 
expectation,)  by  your  good  management,  and  most  eztraor* 
dinary  influence  with  the  Indians,  which  you  surprisingly 
cuitiyate  eositmually,  your  conduct  and  behavior  will  be 
greatly  approved  by  his  majesty,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  show  these  wretches  you  have  merited  yaur  royal 
master's  &vor,  in  a  great  measure  preserving  not  only  this 
but  ftU  the  northern  colonies  from  ruin.     > 

**I  acquainted  governor  Shirley  iniiat  you  desired  in 
relation  to  Lydius,  who  desired  I  would  acquaint  you  he 
Iras  sorry  you  had  taken  umbrage  at  Lydius's  being  con-^ 
cemed  witii  you  in  what  has  been  done  by  his  government 
towards  securing  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Kations  in  our 
interest  He  would  not  have  you  imagine  that  himself^  or 
any  part  of  his  governmtot,  puts  Lydius's  services  in  the 
lea^t  co!mputation  with  your  own,  or  that  the  Indians  have 
been  engaged  in  acts  of  hostility  against  the  French,  by 
any  person's  influtoce  but  your  own,  under  my  directions ; 
and  your  uncle  Sir  Peter,  to  whom  his  letters  on  that  head, 
fmd  the  duke  of  Kewcastie,  have  been  shown,  can  inform 
you  that  he  haa  done  your  merit  all  the  justice  in  his  power* 

"  For  my  part  I  think  this  expedition  you  have  now 
undertaken,  to  be  of  such  infinite  service  to  this  and  the 
neighboring  colonies,  that  though  I  was  determined  to  be 
at  no  more  charges  for  the  Indians  at  the  expense  of  the 
crown,  yet  I  can't  avoid  doing  it  again  in  justice  to  you 
and  the  brave  Indians  who  are  on  this  party  with  you ;  for 
which  reason,  whatever  goods  and  expense  you  are  at,  for 
satisfying  the  Indians,  on  your  return  I  will  give  you  my 
bills  on  the  treasury  therefor.  But  then  I  must  desire  you 
to  give  it  out|  (aod.  to  let  nobody  know  to  the  contrary) 
thfl^  j<m  take  this  expense  upon  yourself  from  the  fiiith  yoxl 
have  in  the  assen^bly,  which  can't  refuse  to  pay  you  for 
87 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  LCn  OW  8IB  VILIiIAM  JtmVSON,  BAKEL 


vm: '  ^^^^  ^^^  i^  B^  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  tbe 

Wr^  people  of  this  province. 

1747.  it  J  ii^Qiiid  send  yon  np  money,  but  as  I  writ  you  word  in 
my  letter  of  the  twentieth,  I  could  not  get  a  fEurthing,  on 
aecoimt  of  a  man-of-war  going  to  England.  I  should  there- 
fore be  glad  if  you  would  take  bills  for  the  account  you 
sent  me,  and  add  this  to  it,  your  uncle  can  solieit  it,  and  I 
promise  to  do  all  in  my  poifv^r,  both  with  the  dnhe  of  New- 
castle and  Mr.  Pelham,  to  g^t  them  immediately  paid ;  and 
I  can  assure  you  you  may  4^pend  on  Mr.  Shirley's  interest 
in  it  entirely.  I  think  you  had  best  come  down»  aiad  we 
can  togeth^  settle  things  to  the  satisfiaetion  of  both  of  us. 
'^  Commissioners  are  come  from  Boston  to  negotiate  a 
scheme  for  securing  the  Indians  and  firontiers,  aiid  I  expect 
others.  ^  It  will  not  be  amiDs  to  acquaint  the  Indiana  of 
it.  I  hope  Mr.  Shirley  and  I  shall  soon  agree  upon  some* 
thing  to  keep  the  Indians  steadfiMt  in  our  intei^st 

<<  You  have  several  friends  on  the  spot  who  heartily  wish 
you  welly  and  a  great  deal  of  success;  and  I  do  assure  you 
nobody  does  it  more  heartily  than,  dear  sir, 

'^  Your  fiuthful  friend  and  ser^'t, 

"P.  8.  I  must  caution  you  to  be  on  your  guard)  for  some 
people  who  ought  to  bear  a  greater  regard  for  you  than 
they  ever  showed,  considering  the  alliance  between  them 
and  Sir  Peter,  have  some  designs  not  to  save  you,  take  my 
word,  but  themselves.  I  wiut  with  gre^t  impatience  to 
hear  from  you.  * 
•*  Oolonel  Johnson." 

■■■ "        ■■    V      ■■' '    '"  '  ''    '■■■■'■■■ 'ju  I      I       ,■     '     II    ■    iiiP^^ 

iTh«0e  oomnuMionfln  were  Swnnel  WeUe,  Bebert  H^le,  sjid  OUrer  Part- 
ridge. Bhirley'f  letter  announoing  their  appointment,  wm  reeeWed  and 
laid  before  GoTemor  Clinton's  cooncil  on  tbe  fourth  of  September.  On  the 
•leTenth,  Eoger  Woloott,  Thomas  Fitoh,  and  Benjamin  Uall,  were  annonneed 
M  the  eemmissionen  firom  Conneotieut.  On  the  twenty-iedond,  PkiUp  LIt* 
iagstoB,  and  ifowpk  Murray,  of  the  exeentiveeonmoil,  and  WiUiaai  HiehoD, 
PhSlip  Verplaf»ok,  and  Harry  Cruger,  of  the  assembly,  were  appointed  oom- 
niissiotters  to  the  oongress  on  the  part  of  New  Tork. 

sMamuoriptlettw. 
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The  BBSloT-gcfyemor,  vho  oertainly  wrote  hie  own  letters^  fw. 
although  Oolden  had  the  credit  of  preparing  his  state-^.,^^,^ 
papers,  was  not  the  best  rhetorician  of  his  day.  StQl,  he^^^' 
could  write  well  enough  to  notfJce  himself  understood^ 
Colonel  Johnsooi  Was  now  evidently  in  high  fiivor  with  his 
excellency,  while  the(  members  of  the  assembly  wore 
denounced  with  emphaifa,  though  vol  a  private  letter,  as 
^wretches."  The  character  of  Lydios  was  qlnestionable, 
and  there  was  probable  cause  for  ^e  jealousy  of  Johnson 
toward  him.  •  Lydius  had  visited  Boston  during  the  pre* 
ceding  month  of  May,  and  from  the  tenor  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  soon  after  his  return  to  Albany,  by  Oolonel 
Stoddard,  of  NorduunpiiHi,  which  I  find  among  tiie  John- 
son pc^rs,  he-must  have  suocaeded  in  impntting  himeelf 
upon  Qovemor  fihiriey  and  his  oounselloiB  as  a  man  of  w> 
mean  cfonsideralaon.  ^The  poetsiffq^t  to  the  foregoing  letter 
of  Mr.  Olinton,  referred,  oi  coiurse,  to  DeLaiicey,  now 
become  the  mastoiHipirit  of  the  assembly^  and  who  had 
probably  moved  tke  house  to  the  hostile  resolution  against 
Johnson.  But  the  chief  justice  was  too  wary  to  commit 
himeelf  upon  paper,-*^using  Mr.  Hononaaden,  his  associate 
upon  the  bench,  as  his  amanuensis.  The  resolutious  and 
addresses  of  the  assembly  during  thui  stormy  period  were 
und^'stood  to  have  been  written  by  him,  and  the  day  on 
which  he  was  to  be  punished  for  these  labors,  was  now  ra* 
pidly  drawing  nigh.  Having  invested  the  chief  justice  with 
A  commission  irrevx>cable  during  good  behavior,  andthere-i 
fore  being  unable  to  visit  him  with  his  resentment,  the 
governor  determined  to  bestow  the  full  measure  of  his 
vengeance  upon  his  instrument.  Accordingly,  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  September,  Mr.  Horsmanden  was  suspended 
from  his  majesty's  service  as  a  member  of  the  council,  and 
a  note  of  his  Baspension  was  directed  to  be  entered  upon 
the  journals.  The  reasons  for  this  procedure  the  governor 
said  he  would  cause  to  be  laid  before  his  migesty.  Having 
also  been  previously  named  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
meet  the  representatives  from  the  other  colonies  in  con- 
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m^ip.grefis,  Afr.  Horsmanden^e  name  was  ordered  to.be  stricken 
N-v^from  that  commission.^  ISor  was  his  degradation  com* 
1747<  pleted  until  his  removal  from  the  bench,  and  from  the 
r^oidership  of  the  city,-— measures  that  followed  in  quick 
succession/  Yet  he  continued  to  hold  the  pen  for  the 
assembly  for  a  considerable  time  afterward.  Being  poor, 
however,  he  was ,  compelled  to  rely  upon  the'pmate  bounty 
of  his  friends  and  partisans ;  tod  those  who  know  the 
selfishness  and  ingratitude  of  politicians,  in  all  ages,  and 
almost  without  an  exertion,  may  well  judge  how  he  fared. 
In  the  emphatie  language  of  Smithy  he  was: :  '^  employed, 
applauded,--and  ruined.'" 

The  return  of  Colonel  Johnson  from  his  expedition 
towaixl  Crown  Point  in  seai^ch  of  the  enemy,  ¥fhom  he  was 
not  able  to  find,  was  announced  to  the  gorernpr  by  express 
on  the  thirteenth  of  S^tember.  Very  unpleasant  iutellir' 
gence,  however,  had  been  received  from  that  direction  a 
tew  days  before^  filling  the  assembly  and  the  people  with 
alarm*  The  fort  at  Saratoga  was  garrisoned  by  the  N<6W 
Jersey  levies,  commanded  by  Colonel  Peter  flciiuyler ;  but 
as  Mr.  Clinton  Was  inflexible  in  his  purpose  of  drawing  no 
more  upon  the  crown,  there  was  danger  of  a  speedy  evacu?* 
ation  of  the  post  fiDr  want  of  provisions.  Indeed,  infor* 
mation  to  that  effect  from  Colonel  Schuyler  himself,  caused 
the  assembly,  without  waiting  for  his  excellency's  answer 
to  their  resolutions  of  the  second  of-  September,  to  address 
him  on  the  ninth,  praying  earnestly  for  the  adoption  of  such 

1  MinatM  of  the  oouAoil  boftrd. 

s «  Sttoli  was  his  ooadiiion,  until  he  raised  himself  bj  an  adrantageous 
match,  and,  by  forsaking  his  associates,  reconciled  himself  to  Mr.  Clinton* 
when  that  goTemor  broke  with  th«  man  whose  indiseretion  and  Tehemenoe 
the  chief  jneUoe  had  improred,  to  expose  both  to  the  general  odium  of  the 
colony.  Until  his  marriage  with  Mrs.  Yesey,  Mr.  Horsmanden  was  an  object 
of  pity  ;  toasted  indeed  as  the  man  who  dared  to  be  honest  in  the  worst  of 
times,  but  at  a  loss  for  his  meals,  and,  by  the  Importunity  of  his  creditors, 
hourly  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  a  Jail ;  and  hence  hk  irroooneilable  eninity 
to  Doctor  Colden,  by  whose  advice  he  fell,  and  to  Mr.  DeLancoy,  wIiofq 
ambitious  politics  exposed  him  to  the  yengeanco  of  ihat  minister/' — tJiMiih, 
Tol.  ii.  page  189. 
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meBsnres  as  woilld  prerent  the  deatraclion  of  tihe  foteee,  o^p* 
and  preser^re  the  fortress  from  &lliDg  into  tiie  hands  of  tho  w^w 
enemy,  with  its  heavy  cannon  and  stores.  lii  the  event  of  ^'*^' 
the  desertion  of  the  Jerseymdn,  the  house  suggested  that 
the  post  might  be  r^^onrisoned  by  a  detachment  from  the 
new  levies  destined  against  Oanada.  Or,  if  these  levies 
were  not  i^l  within  his  ascellency's  command,  they  prayed 
that  a  portion  of  the  independent  fnsileers  might  be  sent 
thither,  the  assembly  pledging  the  necessary  supplies  for 
that  service.  But  before  this  address  had  been  presented, 
the  governor  had  rendered  any  answer  thereto  unnecessary 
by  a  message  of  a  very  decided  character  in  reply  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  house  of  the  preceding  week,  in  which 
all  the  demands  for  supplies  contained  in  his  last  preceding 
message,  were  reiterated;  with  a  threat  that  unless  thie 
house  riiould  revoke  its  determination  not  to  provide  for 
the  transportation  of  stipplies  to'  the  outj^osts,  together  with 
its  refusal  to  allow  Colonel  Johnson  a  guard  to  convey  the 
supplies  for  Oswego,  he  should  be  tinder  flie  necessity  of 
withdrawing  the  garrisons  both  from  the  last  mentioned 
post,  and  from  Baratoga^«-*points  which  would  of  course 
be  immediately  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Recapitulating 
again  the  hlstoty  of  his  own  successful  negotiations  with 
the  Indians,  and  extolling  the  services  of  Colonel  Johnson, 
his  excellency  reminded  the  assembly  of  the  great  expense 
to  which  the  crown  had  been  put  in  brining  the  Indians 
into  their  present  amicable  state  of  feeling  toward  the 
English,  tod  insisted  that  the  colony  ought  in  justice  to 
defray  the  future  tjharge  of  maintainihg  those  relations. 
In  any  event,  he  demanded  appropriations  to  cover  the 
demands  of  the  service  for  at  least  two  months,  admonish- 
ing the  assembly  that  if  this  demand  should  again  be 
refused,  the  responsibility  for  every  calamity  that  might 
conseq^uently  ensue,  would  reist  Upon  them.  "  If,"  said  hi& 
excellency  in  closing,  "  you  deny  me  the  necessary  Supplies, 
all  my  endeavors  must  become  ineffectual  and  fruitless ; 
I  must  wash  my  hands,  and  leave  at  your  doors  the  blood 
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^»ti*.  of  the  innooent  people  that  may  be  $hed  bf  a  ctuel  and 
s».^wmerdle8B  enemy."  This  moflaage  waa  received  by  the 
^^^7.  ixoase  on  the  tenth,  teod  referred  to  a  committee.  One  da; 
after,  the  committee  deputed  to  wait  upon  hia  excellency 
with  the  resolntions  of  the  ninths  reported  that  they  had 
discharged  their  duty,  but  that  the  governor  had  declined 
answering  them.  Whereupon  it  was  forthwith  reaolred 
that  his  exoeUmtey  be  again  addressed  to  the  same  effi^ 
as  before  in  regard  to  the  perilous  condition  of  Saratoga ; 
and  on  the  sixteenth  anodner  series  of  resolntiona  was 
adopted,  embodying  the  ezMt  snbtttence  of  those  of  the 
ninth,  save  that  the  assembly^  nwr  avowed  a  wiUiagness, 
should  Ck)lonel  Johnson,  by  any  unflMrseen  aoddent^  be  a 
sufferer  in  the  execution  of  his  eonttaet  for*  supplying 
the  garrison  tA  Oswego,  to  tafae  his  case  into  consideration, 
and  do  for  him  whatever  m^ht  appear  to  b^  reaeonaUe* 
But  upon  eveiy  other  point  the  Ikouse.iBeistod  nponits 
fonn^  positions. 

This  vexations  gso^e  of  esoss  purposes  was  interrupted 
by  successive  adjotoraments,  b^r  comiwnd  of  tibe  gov^cnor, 
until  the  fifth  of  October,-«-not,  however,  without areiaiHV- 
strance  by  the  assembly  against  tb^ise  interruptions,  and  a 
vote  of  censure  for  the  inconvenient,  to  which  h^  excel- 
lency was  subjecting  the  members.  Yet  Mr.  Clinton 
deserved  not  the  censure,  being  engaged  during  tiie  recess 
in  active,  negotiiations  with  the  <3on^uiBsioner8  from  the 
several  colonies  then  in  session,  and  not  desiring  the 
presence  of  the  assembly  until  the  results  p£  those  nego- 
tiations could  be  communicated.  Meantime,  as  volunteers 
could  not  be  obtained  for  recruiting  the  garrison  at  Oswego, 
Oolonel  Philip  Schuyler  was  ordered  to  draft  the  requisite 
number  of  men  for  that  service  from  his  own  regiment; 
and  Colonel  Roberts  was  directed  to  send  three  companies 
of  levies  to  Saratoga,  with  instructions  that  should  it  be 
found  impossible  to  maintain  that  post,  the  fort  and  block- 
houses must  be  destroyed,  and  the  cannon  and  military 
stores  removed  to  Albany.  *  Very  shortly  afterward  advices 
1  JoomaU  of  the  cottnoil  board. 
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were  rdceiyed  that  the  Ifttter  clauBe  of  the  instructions  had  ckap, 

V'UJa 

been  obeyed  to  the  letter.    The  fort  had  been  Ijunit  and  ^..^^ 
the  9k>reB  removed  00  directed,^ — ^by  which  meaBure  of  1^*^- 
quefltionable  neoesaity  the  iiorthern  frontiers   waa   left; 
entirely  oncoTered. ' 

At  the  earnest  soUdtation  of  the  goy^nor,  Colonel 
Johnson  had  now  arrived  in  Kew  York  for  conBultatioa 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  colony  at  krge ;  and  on 
the  third  of  October,  a  committee  of  the  ezeoutive  council 
was  directed  to  «ammon  the  colonel  before  them  for  exam^ 
illation,  with  special  relation  to  Indian  affikirfi  and  the 
measures  proper  to  be  pnnmed  in  tiiiieir  immediate  admin- 
istration* The  examinAtion  was  held  on  the  ninth.  The 
colonel's  advice  was,  that  an  agent  should  be  dispatched  to 
Oswego  withodt  delay,  with  suitable  presents  for  dietribu- 
tion  among  the  Indiims,  in  c^er  to  preserve  their  existing 
good  diqMMdtion.  He  stated  that  when  he  first  engaged  in 
the  management  of  the  afiiEdrs  of  that  department  their 
sachesnawere  ehielBy  in  the  French  interest,  and  had  actually 
received  belts  from  them  which  they  had  since  given  up, 
receiving  belts  from  him  in  their  stead,  in  behalf  of  the 
English.  Sit  believed  that  imlese  propw  measures  were 
taken  to  secrore  ih&ok  in  thipir  present  favorable  mood,  there 
would  be  great  dissatis&ctipn  and  danger  reenlting  from 
repeated  disappointments.  He  stated  tha£  the  Indiana  had 
been  detained  from  hunting  during  the  whole  year,  by  the 
directions  of  the  governor,  and  were  consequently  in  a  state 
of  destitution, — actually  suffering  for  many  neeeBsarieB  for 
themselves  and  their  Jamilies.  •Should  not  the  necossaiy 
measures  be  taken  for  their  relie:^  he  felt  that  he  himself 
would  be  obliged  to  leave  his  Mohawk  settlement,  and  his 
removal  would  of  course  be  the  signal  for  a  general  flight 
of  the  people  from  that  valley  also.  B[e  furthermore 
thought  it  of  importance  that  tiie  English  should  build  a 
fort  in  the  Oneida  country,  and  ftn<)ther  among  the  Bene- 
cas.    The  Indians  would  be  gratified  i^t  the  adoption  of 
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.  measuros  like  these,  which  in  themaelves  woiUd  go  far  to 

*  secure  their  confidence^    At  the  close  of  his  examination 

1747.  the  colonel  made  a  complaint  on  oath  agaisBt  sevfwal  per- 

sons  for  selling  ram  to  the  Indians,  and  the  attorney-general 

was  instracted  to  institute  prosecutions  for  the  offence.  ^ 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Hew  York  having  closed  their  deliberations,  Mr*  Clinton, 
communicated  the  result  of  their  conferences  to  the  general 
assembly  on  the  sixth  of  October.  Long  and  tedious  aa 
had  been  tiie  procrastinatiai^  the  expedition  agaiuBt  Crown 
Point  and  the  invasion  of  Canada,  was  still  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  Shirley  and  Governor  Clinton ;  <and  the  mes- 
sage announced  a  compact  agreed  uponby  the  eonunission- 
ers,  for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  long^eferred 
enterprise.  By  the  terms  of  that  eompact,.New  York  was 
bound  to  have  a  certain  number  of  men  in  readiness  to 
march  on  a  certaiii  day ;  and  supplies  were  demanded  for 
raising  and  paying  the  levies,  and  .for  covering  bU  other 
expenses  connei^ted  vdth  that  service^  save  {at  arms,  asnmur^. 
nition,  and  camp  equipage,  which  were  to  be  provided  by 
the  crown.  But  tha  seascm  for  warlike  operatioos  in  the 
north  had  again  so  nearly  passed  away,  that  it  was  y^t  again 
found  necessary  to  defer  the  expedition  until  the  ensuing 
spring.  Ifevertheless,  contrary  to  Mr.  Clmton's  wishes, 
and  indeed  against  his  earnest  entreaties^  the  commissioners 
had  concerted  nothing  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers  of 
New  York,  nor  for  the  equally  important  object  of  pre-* 
serving  the  friendship  of  the  fitful  Indians.  For  both  these 
objects,  therefore,  supplies. wiare  needed..  Mr.  Clinton 
again  reviewed  the  history  of  his  own  labors  in  the  Indian 
department; — taking  care  to  mention  that  si|ioe  the  treaty 
of  the  preceding  year,  Massachusetts  had  given  presents  to 
the  Six  NatioD^s  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  .pounds, 
«nd  Connecticut  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred;  while 
neither  at  the  treaty  referred  to,  nor  since,,  had  New  York 
been  put  to  any  expense  for  that  service, — the  whole  having 
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been  bome  by  the  crown.  "But,"  said  hifl  excellency,  "I <^^. 
can  no  longer,  and  will  no  longer,  continae  this  charge  on  si^v^ 
the  crown."  The  views  of  Colonel  Johnson  were  enforced,  *W.  * 
especially  his  suggestions  that  forts  should  be  erected  in  the 
several  cantons  of  the  Six  Kations.  The  Indians  were  yet 
fiiendly ;  but  they  had  been  so  frequently  disappointed  in 
tiieir  eTpectotion  that  Oanada  would  before  now  have  been 
strongly  invaded  by  sea  and  land,  that  the  most'  wise  and 
efficient  measures  would  be  necessary  for  preserving  thdr 
confidence.  Although  the  entire  charge  of  the  Indian 
service,  and  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  would  hence^ 
forward  devolve  upon  the  colony,  yet  his  excellency  said  he 
intended  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  governments  of  the 
colonies  south,  as  fisor  as,  and  including  Virginia,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  expense — the  public  defence  being  an  ofejeci 
common  to  all.  In  concliAsion,  after  a  variety  of  suggest 
tions  as  to  tlie  best  method  of  raising  and  sustaining  the 
quota  of  levies  fitUing  upon  Kew  York,  the  message  stated 
that  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  were  then  in  the  city, 
awaiting  the  determination  of  the  house,  concerning  them-^ 
selves  and  what  was  to  be  done  for  them.  They  had  been 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Johnson, "  whose  name,"  said  the 
governor,  "I  cannot  mention  without  grateful  remem- 
brances of  the  services  he  has  done  his  country."  These 
sachems  were  impatient  to  be  gone;  and  the  message 
strongly  urged  upon  tiie  assembly  the  immediate  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  would  soothe  their  feelings,  and  send 
them  away  with  presents  so  liberal  as  to  be  satisfactory. 

According  to  tiie  articles  of  the  compact  founded  by  the 
commissioners.  Crown  Point  was  first  to  be  reduced.  The 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  for  the  expedition,  was  four 
thousand,  exclusive  of  all  the  Indians  who  conldbe  brought 
into  tiie  service.  Of  these  four  thousand  levies,  Ntew 
York  was  to  furnish  twelve  hundred  from  its  own  territory, 
and  four  hundred  more,  to  be  drawn  from  Massachusetts, 
and  pffiid  for  by  New  York, — bounties,  wages  and  supplies. 
Per  the  Indian  service  of  th^-  campaign,  Massachusetts 
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CHAR  stipulated  to paynine-twentiethB  of  the^xpenaa,  If«w  York 
>,«.^^w  ei^^ht-twestiethsy  and  Connecticiit  three.  Sveiy  Indian 
I74r.  uriArrior  was  to  be  equipped  to  the  value  of  five  pounda, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  expediti<Mi»  a  present  to  the  same 
ttnount.  The  three  colonies  were  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission  the  three  general  officers  who  were  to  <H>nductthe 
eocpedition.  Applications  are  to  be  made  to  the  other  colo- 
nies, from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia  incluaivet  to  exert 
themselves  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  generally  for  the  common  defence.  They 
were  also  to  be  invited  to  send  delegates  to  meet  in  a  grand 
committee  of  eon&rence  at  Middletown,  in  ^Jaomactiouty 
in  December.  Meantime  an  i^pUi^atioxi  was  to  bo  made 
to  the  crown  to  create  a  diversion  in  Canada  by  sending  a 
large  fleet  into  the  BU  Lawrence,  to  attach:  the  citadel  of 
Quebec  in  accordance  ynih  the  plan  copcerted  two  years 
before.  In  the  eventofare^usalontbepartof  ministers  thus 
to  (K>operate  in  the  grand  design,  thie  colonies  were  to  create 
the  diver^pn  themselves,  by  fitting  out  such  a  fleet  as  they 
might,  to  act  in  concert  with  such  /^hips  of  war  as  might 
ehance  to  be  cruising  upon  the  American  station.  In  case 
of  a  fiulure  of  both  branches  of  the  enterprise,  the  first 
three  parties  to  th^  agreement^  were  each  to  employ  a 
oorps  of  i:angeirs  to  harrass  the  border  settlements  of  the 
enemy,  and  make  war  upon  their  allies,  as  best  they  could 
*^the  other  eolonies  being  invited  to  aid  in  this  description 
of  service  likewise.  In  t^e  event  of  an  invasion  of  either 
of  the  colonies,  parties  to  the  i^eement,  the  others  were 
to  march  to  their  assistance.  The  forqes  to  be  directed 
against  Grown  Point,  were  to  rendezvous  at  Albany  as  early 
as  the  fifteenth  of  April  then  ensuing, — ^1748.  The  con- 
eluding  article  of  the  compact  set  forth  as  a  reason  for  this 
alliance  the  utter  inability  of  the  colonies,  singly,  to  main- 
tain  a  sufficient  force  to  gua^rd  so  elusive  fi  frontier, — it 
being  five  hundred  miles  in  length.  Already  they  had 
suffered  severely  from  the  repeated  and  frequent  incursions 
of  the  enemy,  the  loss  of  lifi9>  and  thct  destruotioji  of  th^ 
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townB  ftDd  JkamletB.    To  put  an  end  to  stich.  a  banraeskig  mjm. 
spedeg  of  warfiure^  the  r edaetioB!  of  Crown  Pomt  was  iodia*  v-^v^ 
penmUe ;  and  the  commissionera  strongly  appealed  to  ihei^^^' 
other  colonies,  less  exposed  only  because  guarded  and  pro«- 
teeted  by  diem,  and  who  were  in  fiu^  better  able  to  defray 
the  charges  of  this  war  than  themselves,  to  come  to  iheir 
assistaaee.    IfTotbiaiig  ootddhaa^e  been  more  reasonable  thaa 
such  an  appeal,  but  its  reception  was  more  cold  tiMa* 
redounded  to  the  credit  of  the  parties  directly  appealed  to, 
either  for  their  patriotism  or  liberality. 

Mr*  Clinton  had  requested  a  speedy  answer  to  his  mes- 
sage communicating  these  important  arrangements,,  and.  it 
was  given  two  days  afterward  in  a  series  of  resolutions^  in 
part^  at  least,  very  little  to  his  Uking.  Although  the  assexo^, 
bly  voted  with  alacrity  jfor  everything  essential  to.the' 
Canadian  invasion,  £or  the  defsnce  of  the  frontier  during, 
the  intervening  wmt^r^  and.  suppUes  for  making  sui^tab^ 
presents  to  the  Indians  chiefs  brought  to  the  city  by  Colonel 
Johnson,  yet  among  the  resolutions  were  some  breathing 
a  ^irit  of  rank  and  bitter  hostility*  Of  this  description 
was  one  setting.forth  that  although  his  excellency  had  made 
large  drafts  upon  the  crown  for  the  Indiasr  service  during, 
the  preceding  summer,,  no  disposition  of  the  avails  had 
been  heard  o£  But  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
alliance  of  the  Six  Nations  was  so  great  that  they  would 
nevertheless  vote  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  for 
that  object,  to  be  fiaced  in  the  hands  of  proper  persona^  for  dia^ 
hvrwnenL  This  proviso  wasbut  athiniy  disguisedimpeach- 
ment  of  the  executive  integrity.  La  reference  to  the  build- 
ing of  forts  in  the  Indian  country,  for  the  security  of  the- 
womenand children  and  old  men  while  the  warriors  were 
absent  in  the  service,  the  vote  was  conditional  that  the  other 
colonies  must  share  the  expense.  The  forces  at  Albany 
destined  for  the  defence  of  that  section  of  the  frontier 
during  the  approaching  winter,  the  house  was  not  inclined 
to  take  into  pay  unless  their  discharge  should  be  directed 
by  his  m^esty.    JSTews  of  the  destvuction  of  the  fort  at 
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<»^.  Saratoga  not  having  yet  reached  the  ears  of  the  assemblyi 
^.i»^.^it  was  voted  that  that  post  should  be  preserved  at  all  events ; 
^^^'^^  and  a  resolution  of  censure  was  added  because  the  governor 

had  not  responded  to  the  proeeedings  of  the  house  m  respect 

to  that  fortress,  on  the  ninth  and  eleventh  of  September. 
The  wrath  of  the  governor  was  kindled  by  these  resolu- 

ti<ms  to  vehemence  as  will  sufficiently  appear  by  the  follow- 

ing  laconic  reply: 

"Gentlemen: 

By  your  votes  I  understand  you  are  going  upon  things 
very  foreign  to  what  I  recommended  to  you :  I  wiD  receive 
nothing  from  you  at  this  critical  juncture,  but  what  relates 
to  the  message  I  last  sent  you,  viz :  By  all  means  inmie* 
mediately  to  take  the  preservation  of  your  frontiers,  and 
t2)fe  fidelity  of  the  Indians  into  consideration.  The  loss  of 
a- day  may  hate  fatal  consequences;  when  that  is  over,  you 
may  have  time  enough  to  go  upon  other  matters. 

Q.  Clintok." 

The  effect  of  this  message  was  like  the  casting  of  a  live 
do'al  into  a  magazine  of  gun-powder.  In  its  consideration 
the  doors  of  the  asseihbly  were  shut,  locked,  and  the  key 
laid  upon  the  taBTe  in  the  due  and  ancient  form  in  cases  of 
alleged  breaches  of  privilege;  and  a  series  of  resolutions 
y^B8  passed,  nemine  coniradiceniey  wherein  it  was  declared  to 
be  the  undoubted  right  and  privilege  of  the  house  to  pro- 
ceed upon  all  proper  subjects  for  their  consideration,  in 
such  order,  method  and  manner  as  to  themselves  should 
seem  most  convenient ; — that  any  attempt  to  direct  or  pre- 
scribe to  the  house  the  manner  in  which  they  must  proceed 
in  their  discussions  of  public  affairs,  was  a  manifest  breach 
of  the  rights  of  the  house  and  the  t)eople ; — ^that  the  declara- 
tion of  the  governor  that  he  would  receive  nothing  from  the 
house  at  that  time  but  what  had  been  recommended  in  bis 
message,  was  irregular  and  unprecedented — ^tending  to  the 
subversion  of  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
house  and  the  people ; — and  that  whoever  had  advised  that 
message  had  attempted  to  undermine  those  rights  and 
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pritileges,  and  to  subvert  the  conBtitQtion  of  the  colony,  9^* 
and  was  moreover  an  enemy  to  its  inhabitants.  The  re-^*v^ 
solutionB  were  followed  up  immediately  by  an  address,  or  ^^^'^* 
remonstrance  to  his  excellency,  extending  to  the  great 
length  of  eight  printed  folio  pages,  conceived  in  the  same 
aerimonious  spirit  which  had  indeed  characterized  the  pro- 
ceedings of  both  parties  for  many  months.  It  professed 
to  review  the  whole  controversy,  between  the  governor  and 
themselves  fix>m  its  inception,  being  his  excellency's  mes- 
sage of  June  sixth,  1746,  Down  to  that  period,  the  remon- 
strance declared  that  the  utmost  harmony  had  existed 
between  them,  and  their  distractions  had  only  arisen  since 
his  excellency  ^^  had  thought  fit  to  place  his  sole  confidence 
in  that  person  who  styles  himself  the  next  in  administra- 
tion, and  been  pleased  to  submit  himself  to  his  direction 
and  influence."  This  individual,  Dr.  Colden,  was  bitterly 
denounced.  In  reviewing  the  late  proceedings  both  of  the  * 
governor  and  themselves,  in  connexion  specially,  with  the 
Indian  affiurs,  the  executive  was  severely  censured  for 
taking  the  management  of  those  affidrs  fi*om  the  hands  of 
the  Indian  commissioners  at  Albany,  and  confiding  them 
to  other  individuals,  the  chief  of  whom,  of  course,  was 
Oolonel  Johnson.  Much  of  the  ill-feeling  of  the  Indians, 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  1746,  was  attributed  to  the  intrigues 
of  designing  men,  seeking  to  supplant  the  commissioners 
for  interested  and  mercenary  purposes.  Instead  of  the 
course  the  governor  had  pursued  by  the  summary  employ- 
ment of  individuals,  if  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  old 
commissioners,  he  should  have  caused  them  to  be  suspended 
by  new  appointments  issued  in  a  regular  manner. 

This  attack -upon  Oolonel  Jdhnson  showed  very  con- 
clusively that  he  was  at  that  time  in  no  fitvor  with  his 
relative,  Mr.  DeLancey.  His  excellency  had  repeatedly 
advocated,  in  his  late  messages,  not,  indeed  without  an  air 
of  self-complacency,  to  his  successAil  diplomacy  with  the 
Indians,  whereby  he  had  changed  their  policy,  and  defeat- 
ed the  designs  of  the  people  of  Albany,  whose  aim  it  was 
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9^'  to  keep  the  ladiaas  fix>m  the  war-path,  and  allow  them  to 
v-v^  maiiktain  the  poedtion  of  Beutrala^  Upon  thia  point  thfe 
^^^'  address  avowed  the  qpiniony  dutinetlj,  that  it  would  hava 
been  far  better  had  the  Indians  been  Lsft  in  that  positiodKi, 
His  excellency  had  indeed  told  them  that  the  Six  JSTationa 
had  engaged  heartily  in  the  war  ;  but  the  house  waa  yet  in 
ignorance  touching  any  engogemenlm  which  they  had  par- 
ticipated. All  the  evidence  of  their  prowess,  which  thejt 
had  seen^  eonM^tedin  the  ezhibiticn  in  the  city,  by  a  small 
party  of  Indians,  of  three  scalps^  and  a  few  Frenchprisoners* 
Again,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  expenditures,  they  hinted 
at  the  misapfdieatiou  of  funds  aaid  to  have  been  laid  out 
for  presents ;  and  considering  the  heaivy  drafia  upon  the 
crown  for  this  service  durisng  the  late  summer,  they  intimat* 
ed  a  belief  that  notwithstfyadiDg  his  excellency's  call  for 
appropriationsy  he  must  have  already  a  considerable  sum  in 
bank.  They  treated  his  excellency's  fireq^uent  ejqpressiona 
of  concern  for  the  wel&ve  of  the  people  with  ndicolci 
charging  upon  him  and  his  adviser  the  guilt  of  tha  mas- 
sacre of  Saratoga  in  tib^.  autumn  of  1745,  whichevent^  they 
alleged,  could  not  have  taken  place  but  for  the  xaA  with- 
drawal of  the  garrison  from  that  place.  Many  other 
charges  of  &ults  and  official  delinquencies,  civil  and.  mili- 
tary, were  set  footh  and  commented  upon  with  biting  irony. 
They  declared  that  from  a  very  early  time  of  his  adminis- 
tration, he  had  treated  with  contempt  the  people  of  the 
colony  in  general,  and  the  members  of  the  house  in  par- 
ticular ;  and  that  he  had  applied  to  them  in  terms  so 
opprobrious  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  publicatiou.  They 
complained  of  the  many  short  and  inconvenient  a4}oum- 
ments  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  and  were  par- 
ticularly displeased  that  they  had  not  been  kept  in  session 
during  the  recent  negotiations  with  the  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  commissioners,  '^  that  they  might  have  been 
daily  advised  with,  and  their  opinions  consulted  from  time 
to  time  as  to  the  matters  under  consideration,'* — ^forgetting, 
probably,  in  the  ardor  of  their  patriotism,  that  the  house  of 
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assembly  was  not  exactly  the  executive  eomidl^  and  thatoRiuP. 
by  the  English  constitution  the  treaty-making  power  resides  w^-^ 
not  in  the  house  of  commons.    They  thought  it  very  likely  i^^^- 
his  excellency  had  been  advised  Ihat  the  best  way  to  manage 
an  assembly  was  to  harraas  Ihem  by  fiequent  and  short 
adjournments ;  but  they  assui^  him  that  with  them,  such 
a  coxirse  would  be  vain  and  fruitless.    ^  No  treatment  fom 
excellency  can  use  toward  us,  no  inconveniences  how  great 
soever  that  we  may  suffer  in  our  own  persons,  shall  ever 
prevail  on  us  to  abandon  or  deter  ua  from  steadily  pi*e- 
serving  the  interest  of  our  country/' 

This  address  was  reported  by  Mr.  Olarksony  from  a  com- 
mittee previousfy  appointed  up<m  the  subject,  on  the  ninth 
of  October.  Immediately  upon  its  reading,  the  speaker, 
David  Jones,  was  directed  to  sign,  and  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Glarkson,  Philfipse,  Thomas,  Cruger, 
Beekman,  Lott  and  Ohambers,  were  designated  as  a  com- 
mittee to  present  it  to  his  excellency.  This  duty  was 
promptly  discharged;  but  the  irascible  governor  would 
neither  allow  the  chairman  to  read  it  to  him,  nor  leave  it 
in  his  chamber. 

Three  days  afterward,  before  the  assembly  had  taken  any 
farther  action  in  the  controversy, — ^unless  a  request  for 
information  as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  forts  and 
garrisons  of  Saratoga  and  Oswego  might  be  considered  of 
that  character, — the  governor  sent  down  a  message  in 
answer  to  the  assembly's  resolutions  of  the  eighth,  almost 
as  long,  and  if  possible,  even  more  vituperative  than  the 
address  of  the  house.  In  the  first  place,  however,  the 
governor  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  ready  appro- 
bation which  the  house  had  given  to  the  compact  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  invasion  of  Cmada.  The  scheme 
contemplated  by  that  compact  closely  resembled  the  project 
between  himself  Mr.  Shirley  and  Sir  Peter  Warren,  the 
year  before ;  and  had  it  then  been  executed  it  would  have 
been  at  the  expense  of  the  crown.  Now,  however,  it  must 
be  done  entirely  at  the  charge  of  the  colonies.    Bis  excel- 
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^^f  *  lency  was  also  pleased  at  being  able  to  announce  that  one 
"--v-^  or  more  forts,  by  the  arrangement  of  the  commissioners) 
sanctioned  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  council^  were  to 
be  erected  at  the  carrying-place.  This  expense  also,  would 
&11  exduflively  upon  the  colonies  ;-<-whereas  but  for  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  house,  in 
regard  to  the  transportation  of  provisions  and  general  sup- 
plies for  the  forces,  those  defences  would  likewise  have 
been  constructed  at  the  cost  of  the  crown. 

His  excellency  next  proceeded  to  vindicate  his  own  con- 
duct from  the  aspersions  so  frequently  cast  upon  it  in  con- 
nection witii  his  management  of  the  Indian  d^artment^ 
and  the  oft-repeated  insinuation  of  amipapplication  of  die 
money  drawn  from  the  crown  for  that  branch  of  the  service. 
The  house  had  asserted,  in  one  of  its  resolutions  respecting 
this  money,  '^ that.no  disposition  thereof  for  tiie  purppse 
intended  had  yet  been  heard  of."  In  tiiis  resolution,  Mr. 
Clinton  now  charged  the  house  with  uttering  ^^  as  bold  a 
falsehood  as  ever  came  from  a  body  of  men."  In  vindica- 
tion of  himself,  and  in  refutation  of  the  aasertion,  the  mes- 
sage pointed  to  a  long  chain  of  operations  in  the  Indian 
department,  known  to  them  all,  and  sufficient  to  absorb  a 
very  large  sum,  but  for  which  not  a  shilling  had  been  paid 
by  the  colony.  The  Indians  had  all  been  armed,  clothed, 
and  provisioned  by  him ;  numerous  war-parties,  had  been 
kept  in  constant  motion,  and  at  one  time  as  many  as  six 
hundred  warriors  were  marching  together. 

The  services  of  Colonel  Johnson  in  that  department, 
were  adverted  to  in  terms  of  high  praise.  Before  the  go. 
vemor's  interview  with  the  Indians  at  Albany  the  previous 
year,  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  prevail  upon  a  dozen  or 
twenty  of  them  even  to  go  forth  upon  a  scout.  Now,  how- 
ever, Colonel  Johnson  engages  to  bring  a  thousand  war- 
riors into  the  field  upon  any  reasonable  notice.  Through 
his  influence  the  chie&  had  been  weaned  from  their  intimacy 
with  the  French,  and  many  distant  Indian  nations  were 
now  courting  the  friendship  of  the  English.    As  to  the 
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money  he  bad  received  from  the  crown  for  this  service,  the  <^^- 
govemor  sfdd  he  was  in  noway  accountable  to  the  bon8e>^v-' 
for  its  appHoation.  Kot  bavinj^  supplied  a  penny  of  it^  ^^^* 
they  ha4  noiiung  to  do  with  it.  In  this  connection  he 
inveighed  againflt  the  proriso  of  the  reeohition  appropriate 
ing  eight  hundred  pound*  for  the  Indian  service,  to  be 
placed  for  difibursemei^  in  otbei*  hands  than  those  of  the 
executiye.  Thie  eondition  disclosed  the  motive  for  the 
dander  s^geilkst  him,  it  being  nothing  less  than  a  determine^ 
tion  to  ^riolate  an  uadispirted  prerogative  of  the  crown^  and 
to  wrest  his  majwty's  autliorily  from  th^  ezeeutiye  hands* 

The  conditional  resolve  concerning  the  supplies  fot  the 
foroee  at  Albany^  was  likewise  denounced  aa»an  iofterferenoe 
with  the  military  prerogative  of  his  mi^esty ;  in  connection 
with  which  ]Ab  escellency  tauntingly  inqtdred  whether  Hie 
h«>U9eh|id  rsceived  «ay  advices  or  orders  from  his  nugetly, 
or  his  nKinisters,  upon  the  salgeot  of  the  army  regulations. 
^*  The  ft^^ees  at  Albany  are  tinder  my  eommand  onJQr/'  said 
he ;  **  and  yon  iriU  never  know  anything  of  his  tt^esty't 
pleasure  about  these  forces,  but  froiqi  me,,  or  from  my  suc« 
cesser/'  •'^.  "^  ^  ^'^ His  majesty  will  not  p«*t  with  Hie 
least  branch  oi  hi9  mililafy  prerogative ;  nor  dare  I^  nor 
will  I,  give  up  ^e  least  Imo^eh  of  it  on  any  considevsition^ 
howcFver  desirous  yon  may  be  to  diare  it,  or  to  bear  the 
whole  command/'  In  this  spirit  the  crown  had  sent  him 
orderb  relating  to  Saratoga ;  and  while  they  knew  that  he 
was  heartily  ind^uied  to  do  what  they  desired  of  him  in  that 
matter,  they,  also,  some  of  them,  knew  it  wa»lmpracticaUe. 

He  had  formerly  toM  them  that  t^  &rt  at  flan^ga  was 
inadequate  for  the  security  of  that  section  of  the  ftt>ntier; 
and  o#  what  has  hAppened  to  it  they  had  been  ftvewamed) 
unkss  proper  assistance  should  be  afforded  for  its  preservsk 
tion.  TlM  position  ef  t^t  fort  was  UHihvorable;  it  had 
been  maintained  at  gre^tt  expense,  and  more  lives  had  been 
lost  by  reason  of  its  disadvantageous  situation,  than  by  any 
other  cause  since  the  war.  It  had  been  placed  there  by 
commissioners  reconunended  by  his  council ;  but  it  ha4 
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o«Mr.>8in€0  bAen.diaeoyered.ihiM^  their  obj^iu^^lecting  thatai^ 
wyJc^^wftaj^ot tiieproffcectioAof  :th^w«at];y,.1iiit,of  ^uai^titi^  of^ 
1717:  ifhefttgiowinginitsxkeighl^orhaod*  Th^iv^yrkitMlf  bei^i^ 
of.  n»i  substantial  oie.iip  a  imlitaiy  position,  aad  &Mku^>1i 
impowtble  lopger  to*TnaiBtain  itwithoirt  ha«iHr<^pg.tbe4»^ 
difisolatMMi  of]  tbeiforeea «t  Albwyi  ti^  oiMUQim  mid^sbo^ 
had  b«e&  withdmwn  and  the  fortjfiwti^n  i  diftitrQyed* .  Jb^ 
additkmta all  which,  1heaoildacfe((^^tbftiaBa^^^  ite^lj^bad 
eompfiUedhiia  to  abandon,  the  i4aoa  by,  their  opfs^eitipa  to 
every  measiue  joaapMed  by  him icv  4t«>pvea6irn^ 

Ob  the  ml^eel  of  hie  eodfitfvorsvte  ico9^u9^.the  aetieAf  of 
the  hoiuaieixphiBiTely  to  Mi  reecHnmeodlliom.for.lhei^el- 
£ure  audi  pvoteeticm. of  the^ooiony».l66peeia^yt  itvr^ganiito 
lue  fariirf  laeeeege  of  ^  the  eighth,  bin  exoel^acif  i  aittempt^ 
ajiifltifiQatiom  Hi«.deaigii waeisimply to.eeeiire«il Ave i&ek 
isetaneey  an<^  action  ae  would. gMWitgr  theaafeigr.oif  ,the 
pnmnee.  There wonld>aAerw«rdtbe'ti|QAe^e&ai^forjthe 
eowideivetion^iafi  inany  Qthereul^eeiteM^  eofddderi^. 
He  tannited  them,  sharply  fi^r-wbatrbe  caU6d<lh6>l9MX3e  o£ 
loeking  the  door  and  laying  the  key  with. selemi&mnpon 
the  table,*-iaskiQg  them  whether  there  were  any  sospicifOias 
people  without  the  doors  of  whom  they  were^adlfady.wd 
whatber.  they  apprehended  that^ai^y  of.  tiaieir.  pwsuneqQibeis 
werej  intent  .upon  numix^  awigr..  Xf^  jiot^-«-dt  was  .reaUj 
an  attempt. to  sfaat  him. out  so  that  he  conjdnot ad^Moaimi* 
eate.  by  masaagey-rthen  the .aQt  wee  a-  high),  wiult  to  the 
royal lauthorityi  and  £sr  the  time  hei|;^;a,withdr8iwalQf 
their  aUef^aiiee.  He  declared  that  by,  th^ir  ivBaohition^  oi^ 
the  niotii)  they  had  aasnmed  all  the.righle  a<^d  pj^ivil^s 
of  the  houae .  of  commons  of  Gretrf^.  Bidrtain.  Si^^.  an 
assnmption  waa  nothing  less  than  ohomingLto  ;be  a  branch 
of  the  legislature  of  the  kingdom^  or  in.  other  words  a 
denial  of  snlgeetion  to, the  crown  and  parliament.  Be 
reasoned  the  point  toi  show  Ijbat  it  goald  not  be  ae ; .  the 
snpreme.power  had  aright  to  pntlimitationB  upon  their 
proeeedings;  and  he  told  themi.net  only  that  these  and 
some  suhjeets  which  they  hi|d  np  ^nght  tp  d^^ia^  bat  tbat 
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<^  he  had  hi«-  mftfesty'ff  «q[upe8s  oommmid  not  to  rafier  them  ohj^. 
to  bring  eome  nBtten  into  the:  house,  nor  to  debttonpons^^^ 
them."    Itiwae/for  thatreaaon  that  the  oleik  of  the  honee^'^' 
was  nqniTed  dmy  day  to  lay  iyefiire  thcr  govemor  tike 
minvleB  of  thehrpiiMMeditigs,  ihat.the:gOTenior'miiy.pnt« 
stop  to  them  ^when  they  become  dismd^^  or  undtttifiiL 

He!  lepronsd  tiben  for  having  leeeatly  adopted  the^disi* 
respectlEul  andunmann^lypraetiee  of  ordering  Teaobdaencr 
to  be  served  upon  him  feom  time  to  time ;  and  censured 
them  semrely  for  their  nudeaefls  on  A  lato  dooasion,  when, 
within  a  quarter  of  an  hoar  «fter  they  had  eerved  Um  with 
a  copy  of 'their  reselntions  of  <&e  ninth,  eef?end  of  the 
members  of  their  body  •  thrast  >themsriTes  npon  him  injan 
apattanemtofhisiown  house,  without  pvenous  notion  o^- 
fo^pead  *^a  large  bundle  of  pa{ttrB,-*udiiehi  th^r*  caUed« 
remonetraneefficmvihe. house.  Birscy  priTate  Inaninthe 
epuntry  considered^his  owfi^  house  hia  caetle,  and  hie expet 
l^ty  dematided  whether  their  goremor  was  not  entitled 
to  the  same  privile^  ?  i  Whether  he  mustbe  thus  intruded 
upon,  and  bear  it  with  patieniee  7  Under  the4o;roamstpuifiee 
of  tbe'ea^,  he  had  buttoo  much  reason  torefiise  to  receim 
Hie  remonstrsoioe  ^^-^md  he  then  gaTclhem  waning- tibat 
he  would  neveragain  receive  ftom  thMi  ardoeomentiin 
public,  which  had  not  first  been  commutdeated  to  him  in 
private. 

'He  reminded'  them  of  another  aet  of'  incivility.  At  the 
openingdf  <the  session,  tibey  had  not,  as  usual,  acquainted 
him  with  their  <Mgaui0ation,«*«an  eoussion  witibout  preee- 
dent,  and  Ofidentlyby  design.  ^Fhey  had  resolved  forth- 
with to  eiiter'upon  the  consideratien'of  the  state  ci  the 
province,  without  having  received  any  information  as  to 
what  its  condilion  was.  They  aleo  resolved*  to  make  a 
remonstnmce  upon  the  eoncUti(Hi '  of  the  colony,  wiliiout 
resolving  what  diould*  be  Use  sulgect  -matter  of  >  the  doeu- 
ment,-M>rd«fing' their  committee  to  draw  it  up  without 
instrtictions.  Thftt  committee  presetted  the  report  so 
soon,  and  Ihfe  honacadopted  it  so  hastily,  as  to  pareohide 
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P.  the  ^exercise  of  any  rational  JBdgmeiit  upon  tb^  tabjeet. 
fHo  preeedents  could  be  found  for  their  ocunducti  ware  in  the 
I7ir%  oourse  Uk^n  by  the  house  of  oommonB  wh«i  they  had 
deteimioied  tp  teJce  away  the  king's  life,  and  oVerthMw  the 
established  government.  This  allusbn  was  certainly  not 
mak^apoa^  T^e  same  leaven  was  doubtless  at  work  in 
Clinton's  little  parliament,  which,  in  the  greatevi  had  sent 
the  unhappy  Stmrt  to  the  block. 

Yaiious.  -other  points  of  the  controrerqy  were  passed  in 
review.  The  house  had  been  insolent  toward  him,  and 
forgottem  all  kind  of  decency  and  regard  for  the  authority 
vested  in  him  by  his  mqesty.  They  had  endeavored  to 
dspsive  him  of  the  esteem  of  the  people*  They  had 
witboldeft  supplies  for  the  public  serviee ;  aild  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justifying  themselyes  to  their  ccmrttituents,  had 
endesvcmd  to  indt|ce  a  belief  that  he  had  applied  tbe  pub- 
lie  money  to  his  own  use.  To  reftrte  this  idea  he  now  stated 
ftat  during  the  'few  yeaare  of  his  ednunistration  po  more 
than  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  eurrency  of  the 
eelony  had  passed  into  his  hands  for  ^e  Indiaq  service; 
and  the  aeeount  he  then  gave  of  the  us^  to  which  the 
mm^luid  been  applied)  and  the  bwe^tf  P^0ure4  by  its 
earpanditai^,  when  viewed  at  this  distance  of  time»  proves 
vniy  deafly  tfaait  the  expenditure  was  mp^  ^tb  wisdom, 
prudence  and  economy.  Upon  this  point  his  excellency 
insisted  that  if  tiney  had  reslly  entertw^od  any  suspicions 
of  hie  iiitegritjr,  they  should  have  instituted  an  investiga- 
tion. But  they  had  net  done  so,  although  they  had  ij^emed 
to  act  as  though  he  was  the  only  man  in  t)i9  province 
who  eould  misapply  the  public  revenues ;  for  mpre  than 
sixty  thousand  pounds  had  passed  through  t^e  hands  of 
their  own  commissioners,  while  no  ?epo^  |M9  to  the  manner 
of  its  disbursement  had  been  ej^acted,  nor  any  inquiry  made* 
In  a  word  all  the  charges  and  insinuatiojus  of  the  house 
against  the  governor,  were  pronounced  to  be  felse,  and  their 
conduct  toward  those  who  had  endeavored  to  mpport  his 
adsainislration  against  their  opp9»^i|»  wai  d^fdsji^  to  be 
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malidoM.  Their  long*continaed  tinbecoming  condnet,  in  cn^. 
the  view  of  his  excellency,  could  wise  but  from  one  of  the^,,^ 
following  eatues :  ^^*^ 

L  A  firm  principle  of  disloyaltyy  with  a  desire  to  deUrer 
the  comitry  np  to  the  king's  enemies  i 

n.  The  desire  of  some  individuals  for  saoh  a  shamefol 
nentralify  as  was  established  in  the  war  of  Queen  Anne's 
tame.  * 

IIL  A  design  to  overturn  the  constitution^  and  throw 
everything  into  ocmfiuoon: 

IV.  The  gratification  of  the  pride  and  private  malice  and 
rancor  of  a  few  meny  at  the  haaardof  the  lives  and  estates 
oi  their  constituents.  It  was  added<*-^^That  tiiere  are 
sudi  men  in  this  countr)^,  is  no  secret,  nor  what  share  they 
have  in  your  private  consultations." 

The  governor  then  drew  a  contrast  showing  how  widely 
difibrent  had  been  his  conduct  from  iheir's.  When  he  dis- 
covered that  they  had  fiidlen  into  a  state  of  unreasonable 
heat  and  passion,  he  had  ac^ounied  or  prorogued  them> 
that  they  might  have  time  to  cool  down.  And  on  their 
reassembling,  although  he  had  endeavored  to  forget  past 
difibrences,  they  wouM  strive  by  every  means  to  revive 
them.  Even  now,  altiiough  they  had  every  just  reason  to^ 
expect  the  manifostation  of  strong  resentment  from  him, 
yet  he  was  resolved  to  disappoint  them.  He  therefore  in 
conclusion  again  exhorted  them  to  make  tiie  proper  pro- 
visions for  the  care  and  safoty  of  the  province,— admon- 
ishing them,  however,  to  beware  of  attempting  any  mea- 
sutes  that  might  clash  with  his  instructions  from  the  crown, 
or  infringe  upon  tiie  royal  prerogative.  ^<  The  ill  effects  of 
the  condescensions  of  former  goy^nors  of  the  province,'* 
were  now  too  sensibly  folt  to  Justify  any  fdrth^  conces- 
rions. 

It  appears  by  the  assembly's  journal,  tiiiat  after  refoning 
the  message  to  a  committee,  the  house  entered  upon  the 
consideration  of  public  aibirBwith  a  commendable  degree 
of  diligence*     On  the  fifteenth  day  of  October  tibey 
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cuF.  reqaeeted  thegof^rnor  to  ezecdteone  of  the  projeoteagroed 
wywHpon  by  the'  eommiMioneiB,  by  sending  ^n-smi&s  and 
^^^-  assiBtant  artizans  into  the  country  of  the  SixNatioofi^mo'ng 
alKiie  tribes  beyond  the  Mohawks;  pledging  the  i^tays  and 
means,  in  the  foil  confidenee,  however,  that  Massaahnselts 
flCnd  Ooaneieticut'woald  defray  their  respectihre  ^roportkms 
of  iheexpense^  On 4he  nert  tlay'thd  governor  csobudu*' 
nicated  a  table  of  estimates  requiring  appropriations  foi^ 
tiiewiiiter  serrice^ — stating  that?  it  wad  his  Jntention>  to 
invite  the  cooperation  of  the  colcNoaes  south  to  the  Oaro« 
linasyforthe common deSsnee.  Having oidoredihe proper 
axraagemeoLts  fdr  >tiie  meourity  of  HbB  >oolony  during  ihe 
repose  of  winter,  it  >wwthought  the  assembly. might  be 
sflf^y  ac^eumed'^to  be  laroused  intoiaotioni  again  •  in  the 
li^ring,  when  the  bugle  shsoiM'toiifid.toaHln^fDd^the^uiti^ 
invasionof  Oanada.-  '•  • 

Butthehopes.and  the higk^^tpeetattdns  of  theccdoaiAS^ 
eepedaUy  ^ose  of  STew  Yoric  aiid  New  iBnglaiidl^  •  were 
again  dashed  by  disappointment  ulike  mjesti^FjiDg  and 
severe. '.  On  the  nineteenth]  of  Ootober,  orders!  weore 
received  £rom  tbe<  ddke  of  iKewoastle^  signifying  the  royal 
^probationofthe-prepanttions  made  jointly  by^Slzitley 
and'OUntonvfor  ihe  intended  expedition^  but  nevertheiess 
diraeting  them'tO'^desist firom  that  ezpisdition^  aad'  to diSN 
band  all  the  leiHies  engagedifosihak  service^  ivetaisijsg  suck 
ft  number: of  ithe  New  England  foroes^as  mlgbt  beijudged 
neoessttry for tthe prcrtectlonof Novaifieotia.  Tbecolonies 
were  directed  to  pay  off  tiie^  levies^  and  tnoiAmtthe 
accounts  to  be  reimbuised  Ir^  pasliament.  Mn  lOliatoa 
immediately  transmitted  theser  disheartening^  ord^Ds  by 
message  to  the  assembly^  with  •  a*Tacommendalion  tthat  •  so 
many  4)f  the  levies:at  Albany  as  might  be  deemed i  neeesi* 
sary  for  the  defence  of  the  north  might  still  be  retained  fin 
the  service,  and  provision  be  made  lEer  their  subsistence* 
This  suggestion  was  followed  bya  vote  of  the  assranblyto 
retain  ^ht  full  eompailies  at  Albany  until  the  eilsuing 
month  of  August^  if  their  service  should  so  long  be  neces- 
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sary ;  Imtintie^e of thehea^ «q)e&8e»to wMchtfae calony ^gp. 
had  already  b6M  fliAjeoted  by  tfa«  war,  and  ttae  •ahmostw^*' 
rained  oofidition  of  the  oelony,  the  house  felt  itself  obliged  ^^^^- 
to  debline  advancihg  eithep  motiey  or  opcdit  dbrlhe  pay^ 
ment  of  the  foreegin  atream*  With  this  etsoepdoiiy  the 
assembly  proceeded  with  aj>pareAt  orimneM  to  make  joet 
and  prefer  bpptopriationa  for  vaanone  objects,  such  as  the 
employment  of  a  6orps'of  rangers  to  traverse  the  northern; 
border,  and  for  repairing  sundry-  ibrts.-  Appropriataong 
were  also  voted '  for  ^vers  other  matters^  among  which  was 
ohe  foriiie  c^mpletien  o(  the*  gov^ttnor^s  house.  But  the 
eahn  was  short,  if  not  delusive,  and  the  storm  direoted 
against' the  executive  broke  out  on  the  twenl^Hrizth  of 
October  with  unabated  violence.  It  appears  that  two  daye 
Beforethftt  date,  it  being  on  Saturday,  the  governor,  by  a 
written  order  under  Ms'own  hand,  had  forbidden  Mr;  Jamee 
Parker,  prihter  to  the  assembly,  to  publish  in  the  journals 
of  that  body  the  celebrated  remonstrance  of  the  ninth;  of- 
whieha  copious  analysis  has  already  been  given.  Parker 
had  refused  to  recognize  the  validity  of  a  verbal  order  to 
the  same  effect,  communieated  by  his  excellency's  secretary, 
Mr.  Catherwood ;  and  tins  written  mandate  he  was  required 
tb  publish  in  his  newspaper,  whieh  he  accordingly  did  on 
Monday  moming,-^tagether  with  the  paragraph  contained 
in  the  governor's  message  of  the  thirteenth^  wherein  hie 
ezcelltocy  had'charged'the  committee  of  the  house,  bearing 
tibe  said  remonstrance,  with  obthidhig  themselves  rudeily 
into  al  private  apartment  of  his  dOmicU.  Chafed  at'  this 
arbitrary  mandate  to  Parktot,  and>  smarting  yeti  from  the 
imputation  cast  by  the  governor  upoft  the  oomodttee,  Mr; 
Olarkson  rose  in  his  place  on  Monday,  and  called  the  atten« 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  contents  of  the*  newspaper.  The 
publication  having  been  read j  Mr.  O.  prodeeded  to  relate, 
and  his  colleagues  of  the  committee  to  confirm,  the  history 
of  the  ti^tiaction  in  qui^stion.  The  eommittee  ^^  knocked 
at  the  outward  door,  and  told  the  servant  who  attended^ 
that  they  had  ^  message.    Retiring  into  an  inner  room,  the 
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CHAP,  servant  soon  returned,  accompanied  by  a  gentleman,  who 
w^w  showed  them  into  the  presence  of  the  goyemor,  bj  whom 
1747.  they  were  received  withoi^t  any  manifestation  of  displdasore. 
They  informed  his  excellency  that  they  came  as  a  commit- 
tee of  the  house  with  a  remonstrance,  which  they  offered 
to  read ;  but  his  excellency  refused  either  to  hear  it,  or 
even  to  allow  them  to  read  it»  upon  the  ground  that  such 
a  procedure,  without  the  presence  of  the  speaker,  was  not 
parlian[ientary •    The  next  fA&p  waa  to  order  the  attendance 
of  Parker  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  to  produce  the  originaJL 
order  from  tihe  governor,  a   cc^y  of  which  had  been 
published  in  his  newie^iiper.    This  being  do^e,  resolutions 
were  passed  declaring  that  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  pub- 
lication of  their  proceedings,  was  a  violation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  infringement  of  their 
privileges;  that  the  remonstrance  was  a  regular  proceeding  ar  . 
that  the  governor's  order  was  unwap-antable,  arbitrary  and 
illegal,  a  violation  of  their  privilege  and  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  tending  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  colony ;  and  that  the  speaker's 
order  for  printing  the  remonstrance,  was  regnlar  and.  con- 
sistent with  his  duty."  ^    Pairker  preferred  to  identify  his 
fortunes  with  those  of  the  popular  parly,  rather  tiian  to 
obey  the  behest  of  the  crown,  as  eapressed  by  its  repre- 
sentative.   The  governor's   order   was   therefore   disre- 
garded, and  the  remonstrance  printed  as  directed  by  the 
ho«ise.    The  controversy  was  maintained  with  increasing 
intensity,  for  many  days ',  in  the  course  of  which  the  house, 
in  order,  doubtless,  as  much  to  reassert  its  own  power  as 
to  annoy  the  governor,  direeted  Parker  to  r^rint  the  offen- 
sive document,  and  famish  each  member  with  two  copies 
thereof^ — ^^that  Iheir  constituents  might  know  it  was  their 
firm  resolution  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the  press." 

But  while  these  proceedings  were  yet  in  progress,  the 
governor  startled  the  assembly  by  a  message  announcii^ 
that  he  might  find  it  necessary  to  detach  large  bodies  of 

1  Smith,  Tol.  ii.  pp.  182, 188.    Vide  also  Journals  of  the  oolonial  awembly. 
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the  militia  for  the  defence  df  the  Jrontierd,  and  requiring  q^t* 
a  oontiiigent  approfviatieQi  to  meet  tixe  ezpeuBe.  This>«yw 
apexes  of  semoe  was  not  cmlj  burdelusoiaey  but  p^rticu-  ^^^^* 
larly  irksome  to  the  people^  and  the  houae  wna  thrown 
into  feiroeBtatioii  by  the  reqosedtion*  The  message  waa 
referred  to  a  committee  tt hioh  a  week  afterward  imported 
in  snbrtance,  that  they  were  amaaed  thathia.exoelleney 
ehonld  have  tent  them  such  a  message^  ainee  he  had  ao 
recently  giren  them  to  imderatand  that  he  ahonld  reljr 
upon  the  levies  ahready  at  Albany  forthe  pnblie  d^enee } 
for  &^  pay  and  anbiiatanee  of  whom  the  hdnae  waa  even 
then  taking  the  neceaaaiy  mewores.  hi  oonfilaaion  the 
ooi!Kimittee  avowe4  the  bdief  that  while  hia  aaeeU^ney  waa 
governed  by  ai|ch  nnateady  and  e ver^-^varying  eounflelB,^ 
and  while  he  ocmtuiued  to  •send,  them  meaaagiaa.  conceived 
in  Bwsh  donbt^  and  ambignona  tenoa  aa  had  pf  late 
mittlced  hia  ooiyunimicationa  to  them^  il  wonld  be  difficnlt 
to  make  aoeh  provision  for  the  defisnco  of  the  frontierB  aa 
fiMftned  neeetfiaijr  -Nevertheleaa  ift  waa  abkaowlad^flld  to 
be  their  duty  to  adopt  anoh  itteaaoreB.  as  the  eongesugr  of 
&e  caae  appeared  to  reqftire* 

This  report  had  no  soonar  Magbt  tiiie  eye.  of  the 
govt^mev  while  emmfafag  the  copy  of  the  aasemUy's 
joomal  as  presented  for  his  inapectton  by  the  elerk,  tha^ 
he  toned  the  tablea  vspon  his  opponenta,  and  demonBtiated 
beyond  doafbt  the  fiietioasneaa  of  their  eaaae.  Qe  fiaat 
reminiled  them  of  their  vote  npon  his  Aieasage  of  the 
Mmeteenth  of  Oetober,  refbsing  to  pay  *he  arrears  of  the 
levies.  They  had  ind^d  voted  jko  retain  eight  compaBiap 
df  the  levies  at  the  norths  Imt  not. upon  the  tef«W8i%- 
gested  in  bJa  message^  viz:  th^  contnraance  of  Ml  pay; 
inateiad  of  whioh  they  had  cut, the  officers  and  sabalteins 
down  to  leaa  than  one  half  of  the  oompenaation  aUfv^^ 
upon  tine  regular  military  establishment.  Upeii  theae 
terms  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  Urn  levied  wonld 
remain  in  the  service.  Indeed  men  fit  to  serve  oi^ht  not 
to  reaui&R.    4nd  he  begged  the  aap^mMy  to  nensMnr 
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^^*  what  would  be  the  condition  of  things,  were  the  levies  to 
^--v-^  disband  themselves  and  return  to  their  homes,  unpiud  and 
^^*^'  without  clothes, — cleaving  the  nothem  frontier  entirely 
uncovered.  As  to  the  charge  of  vascillation  in  his  coun- 
cils, the  governor  said  they  must  necessarily  vary  with 
changes  of  circumstances ;  but  in  the  present  instance  it 
was  ^e  conduct  of  the  assembly  alone  that  had  caused  the 
variation.  Still  duty  required  him  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  avert  the  mi8chie&  arising  from  their  conduct^  and  also 
to  take  care  of  the  people. 

The  assembly  rejoined  in  a  bad  spirit^  reiterating  tiie 
charge  of  inconsistency  against  the  governor,  and  accusing 
him  of  pursuing  measures  purposely  intended  to  cause  the 
disaffection  and  desertion  of  the  levies,  that  a  plausible  pre- 
text might  thereby  be  afforded  for  wantonly  harrassing  the 
poor  people  of  tiie  colony  by  dragging  them  into  the 
military  service.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
therefore,  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  to  retain 
the  levies  would  now  be  impossible,  and  that  aa  a  conse* 
quence  immediate  provision  must  be  made  for  raising  a 
sufficient  number  of  volunteers  for  the  public  defence. 
The  committee's  report  was  concurred  in  nemme  dwEm- 
dieente;  and  on  the  fiftii  of  November  resolutions  were 
passed  directing  the  employment  of  eight  hundred  volun- 
teers, for  two  hundred  and  seventy  days  service,  and  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  for  their 
subsistence.  Contemporaneously  with  this  procedure,  the 
house  was  notified  by  the  legislative  council  that  they  had 
passed  its  bill  for  the  supply  of  the  eight  full  companies 
of  levies  already  at  Albany,  as  heretofore  mentioned. 
This  scheme  however,  having  been  virtually  abandoned 
by  the  house,  a  resolution  was  adopted, .  declaring  the 
impracticability  of  retaining  those  eight  full  companies  of 
levies  in  the  service,  and  praying  the  governor  to  issue 
warrants  for  raising  thirteen  companies  of  volunteers  of 
sixty  men  each,  with  the  promise  of  commissions  to  those 
who  should  actually  recruit  them,  at  the  reduced  rates  of 
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<M)(mp6n8ation  to  which  his  exoellency,  in  respect  to  the<^^. 
retention  of  the  levies,  had  objected,  as  being  altogether  s.^^ 
inadequate  to  the  employment  of  respectable  m'en.  A  ^^^'^* 
committee  of  which  Colonel  Schhyler  was  chairman, 
waited  upon  his  excellency  with  this  resoluticm,  but  he 
declined  answering  it.  Three  days  afterward,  to  Wit  on 
tibe  tenth  of  November,  the  assembly  deputed  anotiier 
committee  to  wftit  upon  his  excellency,  and  inform  him 
of  their  apprehensions  that  the  river  navigation  to  Albany 
would  close  before  the  necessary  winter  suj^lies  for  the 
forces  at  the  north  could  now  be  sent  up,  and  praying  his 
ass^iit  to  the  subsistence  bill,  which,  having  passed  both 
houses,  now  awaited  only  his  signature  to  become  a  law* 
But  his  excellency,  like  Eichard^  was  ^^busy," — preparing 
despatches  as  he  alleged,  for  Boston, — ^and  would  receive 
no  message  from  the  house  otherwise  than  Ht  the  hand  of 
their  speaker.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  request  was 
renewed  by  a  formal  address  presented  by  the  house  in  a 
body— the  speaker  of  course  being  at  their  head.  From 
the  reply  of  his  exceUency^  it  appeared  that  his  reluctance 
to  sign  thdbill  in  question,  had  arisen  from  an  objectiona* 
ble  principle  involved  therein.  He  had  on  two  previous 
occaaionB  given  his  assent  to  bills  involving  the  same 
principle,  and  had  been  censured  at  home  for  so  doing* 
His  excuse  to  the  crown  had  been  the  presomg  necessity 
of  the  public  service,  and  he  hoped  the  same  excuse 
would  avail  again,  as  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  sign 
the  bill.  He  took  occasion,  moreover,  to  admonish  the 
house  in  regard  to  the  bill  for  the  pay  of  the  forces  to  be 
raised,  then  pending,  not  to  incorporate  in  its  provisions 
any  thing  that  might  in  anywise  interfere  with  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown*  The  bill  thus  specially  referred  to, 
authorized  the  raising  of  the  sum  of  twenly-eight  thou- 
sand pounds,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  military  service, 
and  the  like  sum  by  an  issue  of  bills  of  credit,  with  pro- 
visions for  sinking  and  cancelling  the  same.  In  closing 
his  reply,  the  governor  &rther  informed  the  house  that 
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<^^the  officera  of  the  fi^nr  oompanieo  of  foiileera  statikmed  at 
"^v-"  Albany  liad  notified  him  that  for  the  want  of  snppliea 
^^'^^  they  wete  on  the  point  of  dissolution. 

,  Ott  tke  twenty-fifth  of  Kovember  his  ^xcelleney  com^^ 
numded  the  atiMidahee  of  the  house  in  the  conheii 
diamber,  when  he  approved  the  bill  for  victualling  the « 
foTom  and  also  the  important  revenue  bill  just  spoken  ot 
Two  oth^  bills  of  minor  importance,  likewise  received 
his  exeellettey's  signature;  vdieroupon,  finding  that  the 
ooiitroveniy  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  engaged  with 
liie  assembly  had  evidently  become  past  healings — ^indeed 
that  on  ijbe  contrary  the  breach  was  daily  becoming  wider 
aad  yet  wider,-^the  general  asse^nhly  was  dissolved.  His 
6|icellentj- coQuuienced  hib  speech  announcing  Uiedissoi* 
hition,  byi  referlE<ing  t(^  the  votes  of  the  house  in  the  oase 
of  fte^r^  He  maintained  that  th^  remonstrance^  of 
wiHch  hie  Itfead  forbidden  the  repuUication  from  the  joui^ 
mala  in  Parker'iii  newj^yaper,  was  a  fldse,  scandalous,  and 
miatidoai  Ubelnpon  him  throughout;  and  he  therefore 
had  •  vight^  for  the  proteofcion  of  his  own  chan^eter,  to 
mhibit  likB  pubUoation  of  a  doeument  sm^ohaiged  wilb 
fidsehood,  aa  they  vieiy  weil  knew  it  to  be.  As  to  the 
pcqplda»  ottt^cry  which  tiliey  had  attempted  to  raise  abotrt 
itie  liberty  of  the  press,  he  said  it  was  a  Hber<^  veiy  liable 
tpi '  h^  abt^aed,  and  agamst  which  there  ought  to  be  a 
reaaedy.  Kor  could  ti^e  ap^icatson  of  a  propeir.  remedy 
be  considered  a  restraint  upon  a  jnst  degree  of  liberty. 
He  chaopged  them  with  a  design,  as  was  obvious  from  their 
whole  course,  to  u4.urp  the  eupremte  atrthorfty  of  the 
g<j9eataMitf  and  in  support  of  the  charge  the  governor 
again  ORtered  upon  a  summary  review  of  the  conduct  of 
the  assembly,  rehearsing  Its  sins  both  of  omission  and 
commission.  Among  tihe  Ibrmer,  be  observed  that 
notwithstanding  the  frequency  and  earnestness  of  his 
appeals  to  ibem  for  the  Indian  service,  and  the  importance 
of  preserving  tiie  existing  amicable  relations  with  the 
OoafedesateSythe  assembly  had  not  made  tlietsiightest  pro* 
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vifiion  for  that  object  The  house  h$A  complained  that  hetmut.t 
had  kept  secret  from  them  the  orders  he  had  received  for  v..^^ 
diBchargmg  the  forcea  iuteaded  for  the  Canada  expedition  ^7^^' 
until  tibbd  hour  had  arrived  for  theijr  execution.  His  reply 
to  thiiit  chaige  was  an  ample  justification  of  his  course. 
It  was  necessary  to  keep  those  orders  J&om  the  knowledge 
of  the  enemy  leet  advantage  should  be  taken  of  them,  and 
the  frontiers  invaded,  before  the  necessary  preperations 
90uld  be  made  for  their  defence.  He  had,  however,  given 
them  timely  notice  of  what  was  to  happen ;  and  had  the 
snggestions  he  had  made  to  them  been  seasonably  acted 
upon,  the  object  of  security  could  have  been  attained  at 
an  expense  forty  thousand  pounds  leas  than  what  would 
now  be  the  cost  to  the  colony.  In  reviewing  his  own 
exertions  for  the  public  defence,  and  his  endeavors  to  pre- 
serve 1^  force  at  Albany  so  large  as  to  render  drafts  upon 
th^  mHitia  unnecessary,  his  excellency  charged  upon  the 
assembly  the  design  of  usuiping  the  command  of  the 
pailitia^  and  wMh  having  passed  resolutions  calculated  to 
produce  disobedience  to  orders,  and  whidb,  in  fact,  had 
produced  such  diaobedienceu  Their  refusal  to  pay  the 
aFrears  of  the  forces  on  the  credit  of  the  king,  showed 
what  little  regard  they  had  either  for  his  migesl^'s  pleasure^ 
or  for  the  interests  of  those  who  had  willingly  exposed 
their  lives  6^  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  was  now 
well  known,  that  had  his  advice  been  followed  in  the  first 
instanosy  asuffielmt  number  of  the  levies  might  have  been 
retained  at  Albai^.  E^paUy  well  was  it  now  known  that 
the  necessaiy  force  could  not  now  be  readily  obtained. 
The  consequence  waei  that  by  the  advice  of  his  council  he 
should  now  be  obl%ed  to  apfly  to  some  of  the  other  colo- 
nies for  assista^nce.  Other  points  were  raised  in  the  speech 
whkh  }^«v(d  become  femiliar  in  the  history  of  this  protract- 
ed controvejvsy.  JIven  now,  in  one  of  the  bills  to  which 
he  had  just  placed  his  signature,  they  had  inserted  a  clause 
that  would  yeiy  likely  defeat  its  object  He  referred  to  a 
section  pla^io^  the  priMnisions  and  ammunition  for  the 
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<^[^*  public  service  under  the  exclosiye  control  of  persouB  of 
^-v— '  their  own  nomination,  without  consulting  the  governor  in 
the  appointment  of  those  persons, — ^thej,  too,  having  it  in 
their  power  to  control  any  order  which  the  governor 
might  give !  He  had  been  compelled  by  the  public  danger, 
to  sign  that  bill,  though  contrary  to  the  express  instruc- 
tions of  the  crown.  In  a  word,  tiiey  had  done  all  they 
could  to  traduce  his  character;  to  encourage  disobedi- 
ence ;  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the  people ;  and  to  para^ 
lyze  his  exertions  for  the  safety  of  the  province*  Kear  the 
close  of  the  speech  the  following  passage  occurs,  which 
was  true  beyond  a  doubt : 

"  Tour  continued  grasping  for  power,  with  an  evident 
tendency  to  the  weakening  of  the  dependency  of  the 
province  on  Great  Britain,  accompanied  with  such  notori- 
ous  and  public  disrespect  to  the  character  of  your 
governor,  and  contempt  of  the  king's  authority  intrusted 
with  him,  cannot  be  hid  longer  from  your  superiors,  but 
must  come  under  their  observation,  and  is  of  most  dan- 
gerous example  to  your  neighbors." 

Knowing,  therefore,  that  great-numbers  of  the  inhabit* 
ants  disapproved  of  their  proceedings,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  their 
loyalty  to  their  prince,  as  well  as  th6ir  love  of  country, 
his  excellency  declared  the  general  assembly  to  be  dis- 
solved. 

This  act  appears  to  have  come  somewhat  suddenly  upon 
the  assembly,  a  committee  having  itt  the  time  been 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  another  address  to  his 
excellency,  similar  in  tone  and  character  to  the  late  remon- 
strance, but  much  larger,  and  more  elaborate.  The  disso- 
lution having  prevented  the  house  from  giving  an  official 
impress  to  the  document,  it  was  shortly  afterward  publish- 
ed in  the  form  of  **  A  letter  from  some  of  the  represent- 
atives  in  the  late  general  assembly  to  his  excellency  tiie 
governor,  in  answer  to  his  message  of  October  thirteenth, 
and  to  his  dissolution  speech.*'    This  document  comprised 
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a  very  extended  review  of  the  whole  controversy  between  ch^* 
the  parties,  dwelling  upon  each  and  eveiy  particular  point  ^y^ 
with  exceeding  minuteness,  and  evidencing  considerable 
powers  of  reasoning  and  analysis.  There  was  no  abate- 
ment in  the  bitterness  of  its  tone,  either  toward  the 
governor,  or  hid  chief  confidential  adviser.  Doctor  Colden. 
But  from  the  historical  sketch  already  given  of  the  con- 
troversy, no  necessity  exists  for  a  synopsis  of  this  formid- 
able paper — sufficient,  of  itself,  to  fill  one  hundred  pages 
of  an  ordinaiy  octavo.  Smith  attributes  the  authorship 
to  Judge  Horsmanden, — Doctor  Colden  being  also 
charged  with  the  composition  of  his  excellency's  state 
papers.  These  suppositions  were  probably  correct.  In- 
deed Mr.  Horsmanden  had  been  summarily  degraded 
from  his  station  for  his  officiousness  in  this  respect ;  and 
Doctor  Colden  had  entered  several  protests  upon  the 
journals  of  the  legislative  council,  bearing  strong  family 
resemblances  to  the  papers  bearing  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  Among  these  was  a  protest  against  a  bill  from 
the  assembly,  which  passed  the  council  on  the  third  of 
November,  instituting  a  committee  to  examine  the  public 
accounts  of  the  colony  from  the  year  1718.  The  doctor 
protested  against  this  bill,  first,  as  being  an  infringement 
upon  the  royal  prerogative.  The  moneys,  he  asserted,  had 
been  raised  for  the  service  of  tiie  Mng,  and  hismajesly,  or 
his  representative,  had  therefore  an  undoubted  right  to 
appoint  the  persons  charged  with  the  proposed  exami- 
nation, especially  in  regard  to  their  expenditure,  whereas 
the  governor  had  not  even  been  consulted  as  to  the  per- 
sons constituting  the  commission.  Secondly,  the  commis- 
sioners named  were  merchants.  As  the  revenues  were 
in  a  great  measure  raised  from  duties  and  imposts,  he  held 
that  a  mercantile  commission  was  improper.  The  reve- 
nues from  those  sources  were  not  half  as  much  as  they 
would  be  if  honestly  collected.  These  c<Mnmissioners,  if 
merchants ,  could  connive  with  their  friends  for  the  conceal- 
ment of  fraudsr    Other  exceptions  were  taken  to  the  details 
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<^R^'  of  the  bSl ;  but  those  just  mentioned  are  the  most  important. 
^-v-"  The  doctor  also  protested  against  a  bill  from  the  aesemblj 
^747.  cancelling  certain  bills  of  credit,  together  with  the  special 
revenae  bill  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  upon  the  old 
ground  of  collision  with  the  kingly  prerogative*  The  last 
mentioned  bill  it  was  averred  was  specially  olgectionable 
because  it  usurped  the  executive  power  for  the  appoint* 
ment  of  troops  and  officersi  and  provided  for  the  disburse- 
ment dT  money  from  the  treasury  without  the  governor's 
warrant. 

Although  from  a  very  early  date  in  the  lustoiy  of  this 
protracted  controverty,  it  became  inexcusably  personal,  yet 
it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  it  was  in  reality  one  of 
principle^  On  the  one  hand,  the  infant  Hercules,  though 
still  in  his  cradle,  was  becoming  impatient  of  restraint. 
The  yoke  of  colonial  servitude  chafed  the  necks,  if  not  <rf 
the  people,  at  least  of  their  i^[Mresentatives«  The  royai 
governor  was  not  slow  to  perceive  what  kind  of  leaven  was 
fenxuenAing  the  body  politic ;  and  hence  he  beoame  perhi^s 
avet-jeak>U0  in  asserting  and  defending  the  prerogatives  of 
Ma  niLaster*  Doubtless  in  tixe  progress,  of  the  quarrel  there 
were  faults  on  both  sides.  Of  an  irascible  and  overbeaidng 
temperament,  sfid  accustomed  in  his  professiou  to  com- 
maad  rather  than  to  persuade,  he  was  ill  qualified  to  ^cer^ 
else  a  limited  or  ooncurrentpower  with  a  p<^ular  assembly 
equally  jealous  of  its  own  pnvileges  and  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people ;.  watching  with  sleepless  vigilaQce  for  every 
opporilunily  to  circumscribe  the  infinenee  of  the  crown ; 
and  ready  at  every  momtent  to  resiat  the  enevoachments  of 
arbitrary  power.  Still,  however  patriotic  the  motives, 
under  the  promptings  of  DeLancey,  their  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton  became  fitctioufk;  and  it  is  not  difficult  even 
for  a  republican  to  believe  that  he  was  treated  not  only 
witii  harshnisss,  but  with  great  injustice^  espeinally  in^egmrd 
to  his  ii^easures,  and  his  personal  exertions  for  the  public 
defence  and  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
But  the  prificiplep  £ar  which  Hambden  bled»  a«id  Sidnejr 
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died  on  t!i6  scaffold,  Were  sinking  deeper  root  in  Biitidli  ^*'' 
America  every  day, — an  additional  proof  of  trMch  fact,  ^^v-' 
not  easily  to  be  misunderstood,  Was  manifested  about  this  ^'^^ 
time  by  a  transaction  at  Boston.  Time  tminemorial  th« 
crown  had  claimed  tbe  right  ih  periods  6f  war,  of  tailing 
and  equipping  its  Jl^ets  by  impressing  the  ships  of  mei* 
chants,  and  seamen  to  man  them,  tn  the  feudal  ages; 
indeed,  the  claim  had  been  asserted  teu'cih  farther,  and  the 
right  of  impressment  fexetted  in  respect  to  eVery  dtescrip^- 
tion  of  force,  as  the  public  sehace  required,  including  even 
ttie  members  of  the  thedical  profession.  ^  But  ^Hth  th^ 
growth  oif  a  pertnaneht  national  marinfe,  the  impt^ssiiitelit 
of  ine'rchant  ships  could  Only  bfe  necessary  ad  tfanfeports, 
to  A  thfe  priactice  had  been  narroi^d  down  to  Uife  etepldy- 
iinent  of  ptees-gangs  for  th^  procui^ment  6f  commoti 
s&ilol*.'  Frtrtified  by  the  opinions  of  the  lai^*bfficehj  trf 
the  crown,  fhe  ministers  hiad  repeatedly  fess^rtedtoie  righft 
at  (extending  thfe  right  of  this  odious  praetife^  to  thj6  fet^lc^ 
nies.  The  cldim,  however,  had  been  unifottnly  irbsiflted 
hf  the  people,  ifcnd  ttowh^lie  inbre  rtrenttoufely  th*bi  in  Vb?^ 
ginia,-^held  at  the  titoe  to  be  the  most  loyalof  %he  pro- 
vinces. Indeed  it  waer  in  Virginia^  that  the  fii^  Act 
of  tesiHtance  to  "ttite  practice  was  made,  and  in  teveiy 
instance  in  which  tiie  right  was  attempted  td  be  ^ut  in 
exercise,  the  officers  ttf  the  crown  Were  defeats  by  pbpulflfr 
inteiposition.  •  No  experiment  of  the  kind,  however,  l^atl 
as. yet  been  made  in  New  England;  and  the  hone*  df  ih^ 
first  attempt,  and  of  experiencing  ft  Aignal  defeiElt,  Wte 

1  It  ^i^pMn  Arom  JB^met'e  JFitdera,  thai  king  Eetkvj  Y,  in  1417,  fiutkoTixed 
John  Morstede,  to  preee  u  many  Burgeons  as  he  thought  necessary  for  tho 
French  expedition,  together  with  persons  to  make  their  It^strumeiits.  It  la 
Also  t^tie,  and  appears  in  the  same  book  of  recorAs,  that  ^Ih  tfa^  dVmy  ^hM)h 
woA  4ft«  dtky  at  A^ncottH»  ihtf  e  bad  landed  Mi^  om  nr^<of>»  the  same  Jdhn 
Morfite4e»  who  indeed  did  engage  to  send  fifteen  more  f^iir  ike  army,  three  of 
which,  howeyer,  were  to  act  as  archers  I  With  such  a  professional  scarcity, 
what  must  have  been  the  state  of  the  Wounded  on  thd  day  Of  hitttU?-^ 
Ahih&^t'i  ChM  BHtaik. 

«ei(«ha)ne»'-^who  «»yt  thai  listtkliii  w«a  the  ttnt  irxtt^cby  whom  Ms  Ip^A^ 
fensible  injustice  was  demonstrated. 
41 
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oBAP.  reserved  £Dr  Commodore  Knowles,  then  governor  of  Cape 
wy-w  Breton,  and  the  successor  of  Sir  Peter  Warren  in  the  naval 
1747.  command  of  the  American  station.  Visiting  the  waters  of 
Massachusetts  with  his  squadron,  and  lying  at  Nantasket 
about  the  middle  of  November,  the  commodore  lost  a  num- 
ber of  his  sailors  by  desertion,  the  places  of  whom  he 
determined  to  supply  by  a  vigorous  aclfof  impressmeixt  in 
Boston.  Detaching  a  number  of  boats  to  the  town  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning,  a  sweep  was  made  of  all  the 
seamen  found  on  board  the  vessels  lying  at  the  wharves, 
and  also  of  a  number  Qf  ship  carpenters,  with  their  appren- 
tices, together  with  several  landsmen.  The  act  was  execut- 
ed with  such  suddenness  that  the  men  were  &x  down  the 
bay  on  their  way  to  the  fleet,  when  the  transaction  had 
become,  generally  known  to  the  people.  But  U7&en  known^ 
such  a  popular  fermentation  ensued  as  had  never  before 
taken  place  in  Boston.  All  classes  of  the  people  were 
greatly  excited ;  but  the  rage  of  the  lower  classes  knew  no 
bounds.  Siezing  whatever  arms  they  could  find,  spears^ 
clubs,  pitchforks  and  guns,  the  mob  rushed  together,  detei^ 
mined  upon  vengeance,  or  a  rescue,  or  both.  A  lieutenant 
of  the  fleet  falling  first  within  their  power,  was  siezed,  and 
would  have  been  treated  with  violencte  but  for  the  inter- 
position of  the  speaker  of  the  provincial  legislature,  then 
in  session,  who  assured  the  multitude  that  this  officer  had 
not  been  concerned  in  the  transaction.  The  next  move- 
ment  of  the  mob  was  directed  against  the  house  of  the 
governor,  Shirley,  who  was  at  the  very  time  entertaining 
several  captains  of  the  fleet  Of  these  officers  the  rioters 
resolved  to  demand  satis&cticm,  and  the  house  was  speedily 
surrounded  by  the  infuriated  legion.  The  officers  within 
doors  being  supplied  with  fire-arms,  determined  to  defend 
themselves,  and  there  would  doubtless  have  bean  a  seriouB 
effusipn  of  blood,  had  not  a  number  of  the  niore  consider- 
ate citi2;^QS  insinuated  themselves  among  the  rioters,  and 
dissuaded  them  from  the  commission  of  actual  violence. 
Among  the  peace-officers  on  duty  was  a  d^aly  aheiifi^ 
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who  was  irreverently  eiezed  and  borne  off  to  the  stocks,  cJUp. 
with  the  practical  nse  of  which  invention  he  was  madewy-^ 
acquainted,  both  his  legs  being  made  last  therein.  There  ^^*^' 
was  a  dash  of  the  ludicrous  in  this  exploit,  of  the  "  sove- 
reigns," creating  merriment,  and  serving  for  a  while  to 
moderate,  though  it  did  not  appease  their  angei*.  The 
deepening  of  the  twilight  into  night,  however,  was  a  signal 
fixr  renewed  outrages,  and  the  deliberations  of  the  legisla- 
ture, or  general  court,  as  it  was  called,  were  disturbed  by 
the  breaking  of  their  windows,  and  other  riotous  proceed- 
ings. The  governor,  with  several  distinguished  gentlemen 
and  counsellors,  ascended  to  the  balcony,  whence  they 
addressed  the  people  in  the  most  soothing  and  considerate 
manner,— -rebuking  their  turbulence,  it  is  true,  but  at  the 
same  time  expressing  strong  disapprobation  of  the  outrage 
of  which  they  complained,  and  promising  their  utmost 
exertions  to  obtain  the  discharge  of  every  man  who  had 
been  kidnapped  and  carried  away.  But  the  tempest  was 
not  to  be  thus  easily  hushed,  and  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  every  officer  of  tibe  squadron  in  town,  was  demanded  as 
the  only  tneasure  that  would  answer  the  purpose.  Such 
being  the  temper  of  the  populace,  it  was  judged  advisable 
that  the  governor  should  withdraw  from  the  scene  of 
tumult  to  his  own  house,^— to  which  he  was  accompanied 
by  several  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  also  by  a  small 
party  of  personal  friends.  Meantime  it  was  bruited  that  a 
barge  had  come  up  to  the  town  from  the  fleet,  whereupon 
the  rioters  rushed  headlong  to  die  wharf  to  sieze  it.  The 
report  was  not  true,  for  io  such  barge  had  arrived.  Yet 
the  populace  thought  otherwise,  and  a  huge  boat,  lying  at 
the  dock,  belonging  to  a  Scotch  merchantman,  was  taken 
by  mistake,  and  drawn  through  the  street,  as  though  no 
heavier  than  a  birchen  canoe.  It  was  at  first  resolved  to 
kindle  a  bonfire  with  this  tinlucky  craft  in  front  of  the 
governor's  house ;  but  a  suggestion  that  lighting  a  fire  there 
would  jeopard  the  town,  the  mob  drew  away,  and  indulged 
thdr  heated  design  in  a  plaee  of  greater  security.    Thus 
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c^.  ended  the  pi;QceedLa£9  of  the  firat  ds^.  Oa  the  next,  th^ 
«„«,^^goyeniOjf  ordered  thenujixtia  and,er  anafl  fcnr  th|e,p];^Berv«tio9, 
i747n  of  the  pes^^ ;  but  the  drummers  were  iute^apted  in  heat-^ 
ing  to  ana9,  and  the  militia.,  with  a  surprising  degree  q£ 
m^aniimi^^  refused  to  par^'de.  Several  of  the  British  offi- 
cers on  ^hore.had  been  siezed,  by  the  populate,  by  whom 
they  werQ  retained  as  hpst^es.  Of  this  number  waa  Cap* 
tain  Sjrakine,  of  tl^e  Canterbury.  He  waa  taken  in  Iloxbury, 
but  was  speedily  liberated  on  giving  his  parole  uot  toi  go  qn 
boafrd.UAtiUl^^  d^iffi^viltj^  i^iild.be;  adjusted  Sochibei&gthe 
t^paper  ojt  the  people, — ^the  entire  m,ilitia  refuwJg  obedience 
to  their  pfficersy-nrit  was  tljkought  expedient,,  ufi  well  £^r  the 
perspnal  iifiquriiiy,  ap  for  the  po;w§r>  of  the  governor,  who^e 
a^tl(iopty  w^  tilths  virtuaUy  suspeaded^  that  ha/Bhou,l4. 
retire  to.  tfe*  <?lt«tte7-yoi;t.  WiUiaw.  From,  tl^j^s^  p]40(e.  M^ 
Sbi^iei5f:wrpte.to.ponipaudoyi^  K^qwles,  infowxiag  lw».of . 
t)p,e  hjgh,  e^^a^e^tiipn  ipto.. which  tl^  people.  ha4  li^e^* 
tlij;9;p^^ft  by  his  p]rpceedingi^,,  f^d^  urging  m  .ims^i^^t^. 
T^i^^i^.  qf  tjp;^  pej:9o;^8.  in^pr.e84ed,  ^:  t^^  only,  z^eans  of 
rQlltqj;xng.  th^  pubU<»  tr^^uibtyf.  li^t  the  <)emBiodor^ 
dAq^^ed  $vei^  tp  e^tertain.  the:pr<)^o^t!k>^  iwtil  ftpa^i  of 
hif,  (M<^^  wihc^  l^ad  b^ei^  Qa^fp^t.op  43}|,pr)9,skouldbe  JibenMr* 
e^,  .!Kb«^.  first  ^uggiestioa  od^  Siip^lie^  vm^  to  iaad  ^^bo^y 
og,  9M^|i^  tp  aid,thp  govenv>r  in4UQlli4gitl^di$fai«b9ttei^ik ; 
b»jt,8hiFley  wa*  tpo.wi^p.^  ^ftfl^,  m^  u^cl^jwHood  too.  well 
tli^e,  j(^)|ara^tpr.of  tlj^e  ^^^i^  Sfi^e^nd  pepple  to<  seeos^  soph  a 
p^opQa^ti^m>*  Th^  Qommodoire  thereupon,  becwne  enraged^ 
aQ4  thr^t^pd  tP  bwio/  thQ  town,-T4y:eetuig  at  tibbersamd 
tiflae  cer|l;ajiA  H^ov^oadeats  of  .hi^  shiips  wi^h  for  A  £e»w  houi:« 
caused  ipuK^h  UAea^tness.  Pu:iwg  the  pighteenth  and  nf ne« 
tepi#.  dfiys  9^  thi9  jwuijoi  ^^  town  waa  m^Bv  the  eiltire 
control  of  thp  mob,— r^the  geuQsal.court  feeling  jeluotaot  to 
i];i,terposp^  even;  for  thp  preservaj^ou.  of;  Ordeit,  lest  their 
action,  ab^uld.  be  Qonstrupd  as  jg^oring  the  conduct  of 
Ejapwles.  The-proypc^ti^OA  had  beea:great»;  andaliihoogk 
t^e  p^ev^ling  spirit  of  iusubordination  wfia  iadefensible, 
ypit  it  wai^  regarded,  Ijy  ^ym^ r4Mfixi<im  yf^  pmtiy  miti* 
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gated  dkpleastLre.  Still,  the  danger  of  aUowiog  the  town  (^^* 
longer  tot  r^iiaiii  under  the  sway  of  an  imfiiriatGd  popolace,  Wv«*u, 
.  aad  the  impiopidety  o£  leaving  the  goveomor,  whose  oost-  ^^^-' 
duct  had  not  only  been  wise  and  patriotic,  but  blameless, 
thu^i  UfUfiLttppoj^tedi  W9S  perceived  befoire  tho  clo^e  of  the 
dfl^  l43t  m€icU|ioned,  and  a  smes  of  resolutions  wn^  adopted 
l^j  the  hAus,e  of  representatives,  strongly  con4Q03uaing  the 
tumultuous  piroqeedings  of  the  people;  pledging  themselves, 
their  liyes  aiid  estates,  to  sustain  the  executive  autlK>rity;. 
but  at  the  same  time  declaring  t^at  they  should  put  fortb 
theif  u^tmost  exertipns  to  redress  the  gprievanpes  which  had 
provoked  thi^  riots.  Simultaigk^oiiisly  vrith  thiis  procedure^ 
the  council  passed  an  order  fi>r  restoring  Captain  Erskiuo 
i»^4;th0  Qthier  QffiQe;p6f  in  actual  custody,  to  their  EWrty, 
a^  dQclmng  thexji  tp  be  u^der  the  protection  of  the  govi- 
epn;i]ni(9lit|7Hwhich  <^der  waii  eoiu)un:ed  m  by  the  house  of 
n^soaentf^tiyesis  These  measmres  had  the  ef^ct  of  allaying 
the  excitement,  and  the  nqt^rs  SQQn  b^gao.  to  disperse^  A 
towzK  H^eeting  was  holdei^  i^  the  after^ioon ;  and  although 
it  960  uoiged  by  the  less  disoretot  portion  of  the  a(9s^mblag'0^ 
thait  a  suppression  of  the  toinulte  would  have  the  ejSeet  of 
enflQi^rilgii^glEiiStiiMVeslsr's  mitral,  oonpimaadefs  in  thecoma 
mission  o|  simihiir  outri^eft  ixk  future^  yet  the  oouiusels  pf 
tbet  v^T^ .prud.eat  i^revaited^.as^  the  toi^^  bjjr  solium  vote, 
ooud^Q^iied  alike  the  iiiotona  proeeodiugs  of  the  people^ 
apd]  tiiid  ijld^uy  mA  insiajit>y  i^oih  those  prooetodings,  had 
been  proivok^d*  ^ot  anjtieipeting  so.  favorable  a  tu^n  of 
affiB^rs^.  so  soon,  the  gov/emoi*  had  lOAdd  preparationj^  for 
calling  tp  hid,a^8^istanoe.the.p]K}vineial  troops  of  th<d  circum- 
jaeqnt  towzis^  horso  ao4  foot ;  hut.on  the  ft>}lowing  morning 
the  ^)jyiiti^^  ofiiBoston.  paraded  sponlataeouslyy  and  muany 
<AtmM  ^eiara  ift  arnis  whfo  h^  sddom  hoen  se0n  in  arms 
before.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  governor  was  Qsepeted 
from  the  castle  back  to  his  house  with  great  parade,  and 
law  and  order  resumed  their  wonted  swa^«  CommQdore 
Ejiowles  dismissed  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  smbjioets  o£  the 
impress,  andsadted  ferLooisbttrp,  to  Ae  great  and-  irre- 
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<^^-  pressible  joy  of  the  people.*    Bnt  Hb  sovereign  had  little 
w^^^cause  to  tiiank  him  for  an  act  which  awoke  a  spirit  that 
^7«7.  Blambered  not  until  the  richest  jewel  was  torn  from  his 
diadem. 

There  remains  little  more  to  be  written  of  the  border 
troubles  of  New  York  during  the  year  1747.  Small  parties 
of  the  enemy  continued  to  hover  about  the  new  settlements 
until  the  depth  of  winter^  and  several  additional  murders 
were  committed.  One  of  their  autumnal  forays  was  me- 
lancholy and  bloody.  A  party  of  woodmen,  engaged  in 
cutting  timber,  about  four  miles  west  of  Schenectady,  was 
Mien  upon,  and  thirty-nine  of  their  number  killed.  Along 
the  confines  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hatnpshil^  these 
murders  or  assassinatiotiB  were  yet  more  frequent  during 
the  autumn  than  in  New  York.  Skirmishes  between  the 
enemy  and  the  borderers,  were  cbmmon,  and  in  one  of 
these  a  French  officer  of  some  consideration,  named  Pierre 
Bamboert,  was  wounded  and  taken.^ 

Late  in  November,  Governor  Clinton  preitoed  the  com- 
mand of  the  northern  frontier  upon  Colonel  Jdmson. 
The  people  were  strongly  in  fevor  of  that  appointment'  and 
it  was  ultimately  accepted.  But  aside  from  this  command, 
the  colonel  had  full  employment  upon  his  hands  for  the 
winter,  independently  of  his  Indian  charge.  The  militia 
of  Albany  county,  then  embracing  all  the  northern  and 
western  settlements  beyond  Ulster  and  Dutchess,  had  fallen 
into  a  state  of  sad  demoralization ;  aud  to  Colonel  John- 
eon  Mr.  Clinton  entrusted  the  duty  of  Meeting  a  complete 
reorganization.  All  confidence  was  reposed  in  him ; 
tod  in  the  removal  of  incompetent  officers,  and  the  appoint- 
ment  of  new  ones,  his  word  was  law.  ^*  Send  down  a  list 
immediately,  of  those  you  think  proper,  and  look  upon  it 
as  done."  * 

1  Hutchinson.    Onihama. 
^Hoyt'fl  Antiquities, 
s  Maauseript  Ivtter  of  Jacob  Olon. 

«  MaauBoripi  lett«r ;  Migor  Ruthecford,  of  tlio  exeoutif o  oouneil,  to  Goloaol 
Johnson. 
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Colonel  Johnson  had  now  become,  through  his  own  tact 
and  the  influence  of  Governor  Clinton,  a  prominent  man  a. 
in  the  a&irs  of  the  colony.  In  February,  he  accepted  the  ^^^ 
command  of  the  Hew  York  colonial  troops  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiera^-a  circumstance  which  affords  another 
proof  of  the  high  fiivor  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  gov- 
ernor. Though  stiU  continuing  the  traffic  in  fiirs,  and  by 
no  means  neglecting  his  mercantile  pursuits,  he  devoted 
himBelf  more  assiduously,  not  only  to  political  matters,  but 
also  to  the  management  of  the  Indian  department  over 
which  he  had  for  the  last  two  years  had  the  control. 
Becoming  &vorably  known  both  to  the  colony  and  the 
British  government^  he  now  assumed,  as  better  suited  to 
his  improved  standing)  more  dignity  in  his  appointments, 
his  manner  of  livings  and  his  intercourse  witii  the  Indians. 

It  was  about  this  period,  although  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  the  exact  date,  that  Colonel  Johnson  employed  as 
his  housekeeper,  Mary  Brant»  or  Miss  Molly,  as  she  was 
called,  a  sister  of  the  celebrated  Indian  chief  Thayendane- 
gea,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  decease,  and  by  whom  he 
had  several  children.^    This  circumstance  is  thus  mentioned 

1  That  Molly  Brant  was  npi  the  v>{ft  of  the  Bar6net,  is  ftilly  proTodby  his 
last  will,  (published  in  appendix  to  toI.  ii.)  in  which,  after  desiring  to  haTe 
the  **  remaijtf  of  his  beloyed  wife  Catherine,*'  interred  beside  him,  he  speaks 
of  the  "children  of  mj  present  housekeeper,  Mary  Brant,"  as  his  "ntftoro/ 
children."  It  is,  howcTcr,  but  justice  to  Molly  Brant,  to  state  that  shto 
always  regarded  herself  as  married  to  the  Baronet  after  the  Indian  fashion. 

The  traditions  of  the  Mohawk  Talley  state  that  the  acquaintance  of 
Colonel  Johnson  with  Molly,  had  a  rather  wild  and  romantic  commencement. 
The  story  was,  that  she  was  a  rery  sprightly  and  a  Tcry  beantiftal  Indian 
girl  of  about  sixteen,  when  he  first  saw  her.    It  wm  at  a  regimental  miUtift 
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CHAP,  by  Mrs.  Grant  in  her  entertaining  book.  "Becoming  a 
v-v— '  widower  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  connected  himself  with  an 
1748.  Indian  maiden,  daughter  to  a  sachem,  who  possessed  an  un- 
commonly agreeable  person  and  good  understanding ;  and 
whether  ever  formally  married  to  him  according  to  our  usage 
or  not,  continued  to  live  with  him  In  gr^at  union  and  affec- 
tion all  his  life."  Colonel  Johnson  himself  repeatedly 
speaks  of  this  Indian  lady  in  his  private  journal.  During 
his  expedition  to  Detroit  entries  ocfcur  iA  which  te  speaks 
of  having  received  news  from  home,  and  of  having  written 
to  Molly.  He  always  mentioned  her  kindly.  Thus  under 
date  of  Wednesday^  October  2l5f,  lt59,  he  writes  t 

"  Met  Sir  Robert  Davis  and  Captain  Etherington,  who 
gave  me  a  packet  of  letters  fronl  Qeiietal  Amherst.  Cap** 
tain  Etherington  told  me  Molly  Was  delivered  of  fc  girt  and 
all  were  well  at  my  hous^,  where  they  stayed  ten  dayis." 

Molly,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  the  sistei*  of 
Thayendanegea,  and  both,  according  to  the  account  in  the 
London  Magazine  of  1T76,  the  earliedt  prirrtefl  testimony 
upon  the  subject,  were  the  grand-childreti  dt  one  t>f  the 
Mohawk  chiefs,  who  visited  England  half  it  benttny  before. 
That  her  father  was  a  chief,  several  attthortties  h'ilV6  like- 
wise been  cited  to  show;  to  whicji  may  be  Mded  Allen's 
Biographical  Dictionary,  whdi^e  the  facft  is  J)ositiVeIy  as- 
serted. *  i.  .  ' 
By  thus  forming  an  alliance  with  the  family  6t  to  infln- 

ma^btt,  wlien  M^Uy  wm  <»•  of  »  »ultftii4(e  of  speotfyto^^  Qae  of  t^e  field 
offijMrt  coming  noftr  her  upon  a  prancmg  atoed,  l^  wagr  of  banter  she  asked 
permiBfiion  to  mount  behind  him.  Not  supposing  she  oould  perform  Che 
exploit,  he  aaid  she  might.  At  the  word  she  leaped  upon  the  orupper  irith 
the  agilitj  of  a  gaselle.  The  horse  sprang  off  at  AiU  speed,  and,  clinging 
to  the  officer^  her  blanket  ^ing,  and  her  dark  tresdes  streaming  iik  the  wind, 
she  flew  about  the  parade  ground  swift  as  an  arrow,  tq  the  infinite  merriment 
of  the  collected  multitude.  The  colonel,  who  was  a  Witness  of  the  spectacle, 
admiring  the  spirit  of  the  young  squaw.  And  becoming  enamored  of  her  per- 
6on,  brought  her  to  his  house. 

1  PrealdeBt  Alton  was  oonneeted  hj  marriage  with  the  family  of  the  late 
Pfteidenl  Wkeeloek,  and  hM  had  exoeUent  opfortiinitiM  for  arriTing  at  tha 
ymbaUeUmik 
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ential  and  powerfhl  chieftain,  Colonel  Johnaon  evidently  omp. 
aimed  at  a  more  extended  inflnenoe  over  the  Indiana.    Kor  ^v^ 
did  the  result  disappoint  him ;  for  in  this  allianee  and  in  ^^^* 
his  custom  of  mingling  among  them  in  his  familiar  waj^ 
is  doubtless  to  be  found  the  secret  of  his  axtraordiuArj 
ascendency  over  the  fickle  red  men  of  the  forest. 

Meantime  a  new  assembly  had  been  chosen,  whicli  th^ 
governor  met  upon  the  twelfth  of  Eebruary,  The  election^ 
however,  had  made  but  few  changes.in  the  composition  of 
that  body;  all  the  former  leaders  being  returned,  and  Mr. 
Jones  oonsequentity  again  presented  for  his  excellency's 
approbation  as.  speaker.  The  opening  speech  of  tiie 
gofvenior  was  conciliatory.  He  announced  that  the  convene- 
tion  agreed  upon  between  the  commissioners  of  ^ew  York, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut^  had  been  ratified  by  the 
first  an4  last  mentioned  of  those  colonies,  and  by  the  legis- 
latoie  of  Massachusetts,  with  the  exception  of  a  single 
article,  which  his  excellency  did  not  conceive  tb  be  very 
maieriaL  The  place  of  th^  cordon  of  rangers  provided 
for  by  that  article,  the  governor  thought,  could  be  supplied 
by  strong  p^es  of  Indians.  Notwithstanding  the  abortive 
effects  of  the  two  preceding  years  to  achieve  the  invasion 
of  Canada^  and  the  strangely  vascillating  conduct  of  the 
ministry  tq>on  this  important  subject,  measures  to  that  end 
were  again  proposed,  and  the  necessary  means  suggested, 
with  as  much  confidence  as  though  there  had  beisn  no  dis- 
appointment. The  disbanding  of  the  forces  at  Albany  had 
necessarily  discouraged  the  Indians,  who  had  regardfed  the 
measure  as  a  want  either  of  courage  or  strength,  and  the 
Freneh  had  not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  ihe  oppor- 
tonity  again  to  sow  the.  seeds  of  disaffection  among  them — 
partici^ar^  the  Senecas  and  Onondagas.  Measures  were 
therefore.advised  lor  regaining  the  hearty  cooperation  of 
their  people.  The  death  of  Mr.  Bleecker,  long  the  govem- 
mei^t  interpreter  in  its  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  the 
appointment  of  Arent  Stevens  in  his  place  was  announced. 
The  government  was  indebted  to  Colonel  Jq^iison  for 
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CHAP,  various  advances  of  money,  and  he  had  given  notice  that 
w,.-'  such  was  the  increased  cost  of  provisioning  the  garrison  of 
1748.  Oswego,  that  he  could  no  longer  perfonn  that  service  with- 
out an  advimce  upon  the  terms  of  his  contract  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum.  The  fortifications  of  Albanyneed- 
ed  repairs,  and  several  of  the  forts  were  short  of  ammunition. 
The  attention  of  the  assembly  was  also  called  to  the  &ct 
that  no  provision  had  been  made  at  the  last  session  for 
paying  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  gov^nment 
Other  suggestions  connected  with  the  public  service  were 
made  in  the  speech,  one  of  which  was  the  employment  of 
a  smith  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  at  Oswego.  Finally 
he  recommended  that  they  should  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  rewarding  those  Indians  who  had  acted  as  scouts 
for  transporting  the  new  levies  to  Albany,  victualing  them 
in  the  Mohawk's  country,  removing  cannon  from  Saratoga 
to  Albany,  and  also  for  the  salary  of  a  commanding  officer 
to  the  troops  raised  by  the  province. 

It  would  appear  that  the  dissolution  of  theaasemblyhad, 
for  a  time,  at  least,  produced  a  better  state  of  feeling  in 
the  new  assembly  than  in  the  previous  one.  The  answer 
of  the  council  was  moved  by  Chief  Justice  DeLancey ;  that 
of  the  assembly  was  reported  by  Mr.  Olarfcson ;  and  both 
were  conceived  in  a  better  spirit,  and  couched  in  mu^ 
more  respectful  language  than  had  been  usual  for  some 
time  past.  In  the  address  of  the  house  to  the  governor 
upon  the  eighteenth,  the  assembly  assured  his  excellency 
of  their  readiness  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  considw- 
ation  of  the  different  matters  which  he  had  submitted  to 
them,  and  to  make  provision  for  such  supplies  as  were 
essential  to  the  well  being  and  security  of  the  colony.  Two 
days  afterward,  however,  as  if  they  feared  that  they  had 
conceded  too  much,  and  wished  therefore  to  counteract  it 
by  thwarting  the  favorite  scheme  of  the  governor^  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  his  speech,  reported  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  to  follow  out  the  plan  proposed  by  Massachu- 
setts, would  be  contrary  to  the  purposes  of  the  agreement, 
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and  tberefore  tiiiat  the  house  ought  not  to  accede  to  the  chap. 
alteration.  s.^.,^^ 

The  temper  of  theasaembly,  howerer^  as  before  remarked,  ^^^ 
was  much  more  tractable ;  and  at  this  sittings  several 
resolutions  were  passed  in  fiivor  of  repairing  the  dif- 
ferent fortificationji  along  the  frontiers^  stationing  a  larger 
garrison  at  Oswego,  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  gun- 
smiths stationed  among  the  Indians^  Paying  the  rangers 
employed  as  soouts^  building  block  houses^  and  other  plana 
of  a  like  character.  Two  hundred  pounds  were  also  roted 
to  Colonel  Johnson,  for  the  extraordinary  charges  to  which 
lie  had  been  subjected  in  supplying  the  garrison  of  Oswego 
with  proTisioBS,  and  an  appropriation  made  for  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  tiie  govemment,  but  to 
which  was  attached  ^  a  reward  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  Mr.  Horsmanden,  for  his  late  controverfflal  labors, 
tmder  the  pretext  of  drafting  their  l»ll6^  and  o&er  public 
service."  * 

The  most  important  act  of  the  session,  however,  was  an 
appropriation  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  the 
compensation  of  tai  agent,  to  reside  in  the  parent  capital, 
to  soUeit  in  the  concerns  of  liie  colony.  The  appointment 
of  such  an  agent  had  been  previously  recommended ;  and 
though  successful  at  last  by  a  unanimous  vote,  it  might  QOt 
have  been^  but  from  the  design  of  the  house  to  employ  an 
agent  who  should  be  under  its  own.  direction,  and  whose 
office,  at  least  in  part,  should  be  to  thwart  the  views  of  the 
governor  at  home.  The  enactment  was  so  shaped  as  cau- 
tiously to  deprive  the  governor  even  of  a  concurrent  power 
in  making  the  appointment ;  and  indeed  the*  agent,  Robert 
Charles,  was  named  and  his  first  instructions  actually 
given,  a  few  hours  before  the  house  was  summoned  into 
the  presence  of  the  governor  to  witness,  previous  to  the 
adjournment,  his  aasent  to  the  bills  that  had  been  passed. 
These  instructions  are  in  part  inscribed  upon  the  journals 
of  the  assembly;  while  another  portion  may  be  found  in 

^  JovnuOs  of  the  oolgnial  Maeablf,  fijmitii  HUt.  New  Terk. 
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du^.  the  appendix  to  the  Beoosd  volume  of  Smith,  being  a  letter 

s..^^  to  Charles  from  the  speaker,  Jones.    They  will  be  found 

^7^8*  to  Bttstain  the  opinion  already  a^Vftneed,  viz:  that  the  agent 

was  to  be  tiie  instrument  of  tbe  assembly  against  the 

govemot. 

Tim  course  of  action  has  been  itttributed  to  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  DeLancey  fionily  to  supplant  Mr.  Clinton 
with  the  view  of  bringing  Bit-  Peter  Warren  into  the  execu- 
tive ohair ;  and  color  is  given  to  the  suggestion  by  the  &ct 
Iftiat  Mr.  Charles  was  enjoined  ^  in  the*  execution  of  his 
idstcnctions,  always  to  take  tlte  advice  of  Sir  Peter  Warren 
if  in  England/*  *  DeLanoey,  ^he  chief  justice,  was  lik^ 
wiee  aml^itious ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  tJaathe  might  have 
efaerished  «iiich  a  design  in  fiivor  of  his  brather4n-law; 
but  I  hme  found  no  evidence  that  Gir  Peter  Wairen  him- 
self WAS  a  part^  to  any  such  intriguew  Why  should  hq 
have  beeni  The  measure  Of  his  naval  glmy  was  full.  He 
was  now  a  member  of  the  imperial  parliament,  in  the 
eojcffment  of  a  princely  esfate,  and  withal  in  ^  bad  state 
of  health.  The  governorship  of  thectolotiyof  New  York, 
there^bre,  cou)d  have  been  no  object  with  him,  even  should 
he  be  able  to  compete  with  sacdess  against  the  ]!^ewcaetle 
interest  by  whidt  Mr^  Clinton  was  euitslned. 

Meanwhile  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  truie  to  their 
wavering  characteT,  upon  hearing  that  the  e3q>edition 
against  Canada  had  been  given  up^  had  become  exceedingly 
discontented.  Added  to  this,  an  express  arrived  at  New 
Yofk  on'^e  seventeenth  of  Februraiy,  bearing  advices  to 
the  governor  from  Colonel  Johnson  of  an  alarmingnature. 
Iniellig^nce  had  been  recently  brought  in  by  scouts,  so 
Johnson' wrote,  that  an  expedition  was  fitting  out  in  Cana- 
da against  the  settiements,  but  whether  the  blow  was  to 
fall  upon  Albany,  Schenectady,  or  the  Mohawks,  could  not 
be  ascertained.  Advices  were  also  received  on  the  twenty* 
second,  from  LieutendntLindesay,  the  commanding  officer 

1  Letter  of  BpMker  Jones  to  Mr.  ClurldB,  April  9l3i,  1718. 
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at  Oswego,  rtating  that  hia  scouts  reported  ihat  a  Frencli  gbap. 
army  was  marching  to  attack  that  post.  The  whole  i...,^^ 
country,  bnt  eq>ectally  the  bcHrder,  was  kept  in  a  state  ^^^^ 
of  ^at  terror  for  several  days.  Nor  was  the  panic  con-' 
lined  t6  the  sparsely  peopled  settlements.  It  extended 
to  Albany,  and  so  great  was  the  fear  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, that  Colonel  Bchnyler  ordered  into  the  city  for 
its  defence,  several  companies  of  the  mihtia,  who  wet0 
quartered  in  the  neighboring  districts;^  While  aflbirs  were 
in  this  harrassing  state,  Colonel  Johnson  wrote  to  Goyemor 
Clinton  that  the  goyeixior  of  Canada,  through  the  instm* 
mentality  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries^  was  pressing  upon  tlie 
Six  Nations  warn  invitations  to  visit  him  in  Montreal,  and 
by  every  means  in  his  power  was  ^deavoring  to  seduce 
those  Indians  from  their  alliance  with  tlie  English.  Nor 
had  these  artifices  been  enti)*ely  without  eiflfec^  for  the 
Indians,  especially  the  Onondagas,  were  already  ymwmgj 
and  were  even  now  mtoifesting  alarming  symptoms  of 
defection. 

In  Ihis  exigency,  the  governor,  at  tiie  suggestion  of  Shiiv 
ley,  immediately  wttyte  to  Colonel  Johnson,  directing  him 
to  proceed  forthwith  into  the  Indian  country  attended  by  a 
strong  guard.  The  note  of  preparation  for  this  visit  is 
given  in  the  following  letter: 

ChUml  Jahnemi  U>  QtpUtm  QUherwo^d^(IlxtraeUJ 

«  Amaut,  April  9^  1748. 
««  «  «  «  *  lamso  much  hurried  with  settling 
my  affidrs  before  I  go,  that  I  declare  I  have  not  time  to 
write  a  line.  I  intend  to  set  off  next  Thursday  from  my 
house,^  With  a  ^ard  of  fifty  men,  Captain  Thomas  Butler, 
and  Lieutenant  Laurie,  officers.  We  shall  have  a  fatiguing 
journey  of  it,  and  I  reckom  pretty. dangerous;  fori  am 
informed  by  Hendrik's  son,  that  thePr^ich  at  Cadaracqui, 
having  hesard  of  my  intention  by  Jeau  Coeur,  were  quite 
uneasy  at  the  niews,  atnd  said  they  would  prevent  i^-«n 

sManttsoript  letter  Colonel  Sohuylor  to  OoTemor  Cliaton. 
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G0AP.  attempt  which  I  think  veiy  likely,  sb  it  would  be  of  great 
wyw  consequence  to  them.  The  worst  of  it  is,  we  must  march 
1748.  fof  above  one  hundred  miles  on  foot  to  go  through  all  their 
casUes  by  the  way,  in  order  to  talk  to  some  of  the  most 
obstinate  of  them  priyately  before  the  meeting,  which  is 
the  only  way  I  could  ever  find  to  gain  a  point  with  this 
sort  of  people.  I  reckon  I  shall  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  overset  all  that  the  French  have  been  doing  since  last 
fidl.  However,  I  shaLL  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  accom- 
plish what  I  go  at,  either  by  fair  or  foul  means,  for  if  they 
are  obstinate, — 1  mean  the  Onondagas, — ^I  shall  certainly 
talk  very  harsh  to  them,  and  try  what  that  will  do.  Ihope 
to  return  in  about  three  weeks,  (if  nothing  extraordinaiy 
hi^pens,)  when  I  trust  I  shallbeable  to  givehiaexcellen<»y 
an  agreeable  acoount  of  my  progress.  I  also  hope  his 
excellency  will  not  omit  writing  to  me  if  anything  of  con- 
sequence occurs.  It  will  be  the  time  to  hear  good .  news 
when  among  them  all, — espeei^Uy  of  an  expedition  going 
on,  which  would  cheer  up  all  their  drooping  spirits.  If 
the  governor  and  Governor  Shirley  intend  to  come  soon,  it 
would  be  very  proper  to  give  me  timely  nptice,  in  order  to 
prepare  the  Indi^is  for  a  meeting.  I  hope  the  assembly 
will  not  be  so  unconscionable  as  to  expect  I  should  take  the 
command  of  these  companies  without  s^  salary.  But  I  leave 
that,  and  the  affair  of  the  regiment  entirely  to  his  excel- 
lency and  you,  to  do  as  you  think  proper  against  I  come 
back.  As  to  the  latter,  I  assure  you  it  is  in  a  bad  way,  as 
also  is  the  watch  of  Albany." 

The  orders  given  to  Colonel  Johnson  were,  to  erect 
forts  for  the  protection  of  the  Indium  women  and  children; 
and  by  the  judicious  distribution  of  presei^ts^  to  arrest 
this  defection,  and  thus  counteract  the  insidious  influ- 
ence of  the  Jesuit  priests.  The  governor  farther  direct- 
ed him  ^^  to  keep  the  Indians  with  some  Christians  contin- 
ually engaged  in  skirmishing  and  in  hostile  acts  against 
the  enemy;"    hoping  that  in  this  manner  the  Indians 
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might  be  led  to  forget  their  disBappointment.^    But  these  ch^. 
were  not  the  only  objects  aimed  at  in  this  journey.     Colo-  w^-^ 
nel  Johnson  was  moreover  particularly  instructed  to  aecer-  ^'*^- 
tain  the  temper  of  the  Bix  Nations  towards  the  English; 
and  if  possible  persuade  their  sachems  to  attend  a  grand 
council  to  be  held  shortly  at  Albany  at  a  time  not  as  yet 
designated. 

Upon  the  reception  of  these  orders,  a  council  of  all  the 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  was  summoned  by 
Colonel  Johnson  to  meet  him  around  the  central  council 
fire  at  Onondaga ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  pretty  well 
attended.  Whatever  of  doubt  or  distrust,  moreover,  the 
colonel  might  have  previously  entertained  as  to  his  proba- 
ble reception,  he  certainly  had  no  cause  of  complaint 
upon  that  head.  Being  the  bearer  of  presents  to  a  consi- 
derable amount,  in  goods  and  provisions,  which  were  neces- 
sarily transported  by  bateaux,  his  advance  was  slow.  In- 
deed the  assemblage  at  Onondaga,  had  been  well  nigh 
dissolved  the  day  before  his  arrival,  from  sheer  hunger. 
But  the  colonel  was  well  received  at  all  the  castles  on  the 
route,  and  his  arrival  at  Onondaga,  on  the  twenly-fourth 
of  April,  was  greeted  by  the  display  of  English  colors  and 
a  salute  of  fire-arms,  which  was  returned  by  his  guards. 
He  was  attended  by  the  principal  chiefs  to  a  large  house 
prepared  for  his  reception,  spread  with  new  mats,  and 
three  others  of  their  bark  houses,  were  appropriated  to 
his  attendants.  In  about  an  hour  afterwards  all  the 
sachems  of  the  Confederacy  waited  upon  the  colonel  in  a 
body,  and  welcomed  him  in  a  general  speech,  delivered 
by  on  Onondaga  sachem  named  Gan-ugh-sa-dea-gah,— ^ 
^^  thanking  the  Qreat  Spirit  that  he  had  been  spared  to 
come  among  them  at  this  bloody  time.''  They  apologized 
for  the  'f  miserable  poor  condition"  in  which  he  had  found 
them^  «wing  to  the  &ct  that  by  the  directions  of  the 
English  they  had  now  been  kept  two  years  from  their 
hunthig,  in  the  expectation  of  being  employed  upon  the 

'     '  '  ■■'>■!■■  ■  ■■■■       .1  ■  I  .        »    I.  I  ,  I    ..      y  ,1  .■  ■  11,1  I,     M 

1  ManuBcnpt  letUr  from  GoTernor  Clinton  to  Colgnel  Jolmaon. 
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cgAP.  war-patli, — '<  a^d  tbikt"  aaid  the  Baohem,  "  all  for  nothing, 
s-v^  as  we  see  no  sign  of  your  doing  anything  with  yoiu:  army 
1748. 1^  ^^  expected."  They  had  now  aeeembled,  pursuant  to 
a  belt  which  he  had  sent  thenji,  '*  in  their  pr^a^nt  hungty 
condition  having  nothing  to  eat,*'  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
.  9ay,  and  to  thank  him  for  the  supplies  they  had  brought^ 
^^  although  the  day  before/'  being  quite  out  of  patience 
and  hungered^"  they  had  resolved  to  break  up  and  go 
home."  Ck>Ionel  JohnsQii  thanked  them  for  the  kind 
welcome  they  had  given  him,  but  being  too  much  fatigued 
to  enter  upon  bn^iness  then»  he  deferred  them  until  the 
next  day,  adding — ^'  Bo  I  hope  you  wiU  bo  easy  in  your 
minds^  and  content  yourselves  sp  lougt  1^4  I  will  this 
n^ht  provide  a  feast  for  your  sachems,  and  another  for 
the  warriors  and  dancers,  who  I  hope  will  be. merry,  as  it 
will  be  my  greatest  pleasure  to  see  them  and  make  them 
so." 

On  the  following  day  the  colonel  met  them  in  grand 
council,  and  imparted  the  business  which  bad  called  him 
thither  in  a  general  speech,  prepared  after  the  usual  pattern 
of  Indian  diplomacy.  He  told  them  that  he  had  found  in 
some  of  the  old  writings  of  our  fore&thers  which  were 
thought  to  have  been  lost,  an  old  and  valuable  record^ 
containing  an  account  of  the  manner,  in  which  the  fivat 
friendship  between  their  respective  ancestors  had  com- 
menced on  the  arrival  of  '^  the  first  great  eappe"  at  Albany. 
Ab  th|kt  canoe  contained  many  things  thait  pleased  the 
Indians,  they  resolved  to  ^e  it  fiaipt  to  the  strongest  tree 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  by  a  great  rope,  that  the  great- 
est care  might  be  taken  of  it  But  on  £ui£bev  e^nsidera- 
tion,  fearing  that  the  tree  might  be  blown  down,  it  was 
thought  safest  to  make  a  long  rope  and  tie  it  &st  at  Oiion- 
dsga,  and  the  rope  ptt  und^  their  feet,  that  in  ease  of  any 
danger  to  the  canoe,  by  the  shaking  of  the  repe,  they 
might  all  rise  as  .one  inan,  and  see  wbgat  thjd  matter  was. 
Afterward,  that  th^r  covenant  of  friendship  might  be  the 
stronger,  the  governor  had  provided  a  long  silver  chain 
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instead  of  the  rope^  that  it  might  never  bjeak,  or  slip,  or  o^. 
rnst  This  cham  was  to  bind  both  peoples  together,  as  of  w,^*' 
one  head,  one  heart,  one  blood ;  and  whenever  it  became  ^7^* 
msty,  it  was  to  be  immediately  bri^itened  np  again,  that 
the  covenant  might  be  perpetual*  Having  thus  figura- 
tively  rehearsed  tike  histoiy  of  the  ancient  alliance.  Colonel 
Johnson  proceeded  with  directness  to  the  object  of  his 
visit  He  told  them  that  the  French  had  emissaries  among 
them,  who  were  endeavmng  to  blindfold  them,  and  per* 
fluade  them  to  slip  their  hands  out  of  that  chain,  which, 
aa.  their  wise  fore&thers  had  told  them  would  certainly  be 
the  destruction  oi  them  alL  He  conjured  them  therefore 
to  listen  no  longer  to  their  deceitful  enemies,  whose  object 
in  the  end,  would  be  to  destroy  them  all.  In  answer  to 
their  complaint  that  for  two  days  all  their  roads  had  been 
stopped  by  the  ordeiw  of  the  English-^in  other  words  that 
they  had  been  kept  from  hunting,— 4he  colonel  told  them 
they  had  misunderstood  the  belt  he  had  sent  them.  He 
had  only  meant  to  ^top  the  road  leading  to  Canada.  He 
informed  them  that  the  governors  of  New  York  and  Maa- 
saehusetts,  to  their  great  concern,  bad  heard,  of  their 
determination  soon  to  go  that  way  again,  contrary  to  their 
engagements,  and  he  told  them  explicitly,  that  he  had 
been  sent  by  those  governors  to  stop  their  going.  It  was 
the  wish,  both  of  i^e  governors  and  himself  that  they 
should  act  for  their  own  interests,  and  go  in  whatev^ 
direction  they  pleased  excepting  to  Canada.  On  no  consi- 
deration whatever  should  they  offer  to  go  there. 

The  plea  of  the  Indians  for  their  present  desire  to  send 
a  misflion  to  Canada  was,  that  sevend  of  their  ^^  flesh  and 
blood"  were  in  Montreal,  chained  and  imprisoned,  and 
they  wished  to  go  thither  ^^  and  get  them  back  ;**  but  the 
colonel  told  them  they  had  better  leave  that  matter  to  their 
brethren  the  Bnglish,  who  would  be  most  likely  to  succeed. 
He  then  rebuked  them  sharply  for  a  transaction  of  the 
preceding  year.  They  had  then  expressed  a  i^trong 
de^e  to  send  9JX  embassy  to  Canada,  to  persuade  their 

48 
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CHAP.  <<  flesh  and  blood,"  the  Caughnawagaa,  to  leave  the  French, 
v-v^  and  return  to  their  own  country  and  kindred ;  and  at  their 
^7^7.  solicitation^  hoetilitieB  were  to  be  suspended  during  their 
absence — ^they  promising  to  return  within  a  month*  But 
instead  of  that,  tney  staid  in  Canada  the  whole  summer, 
and  brought  back  none  of  their  ^*  flesh  and  blood"  when 
they  finally  returned.  True  to  his  engagement  the  colo* 
nel  had  kept  all  the  warriors  of  the  Sax  Nations  at  home 
during  their  absence,  and  the  consequence. was  that  the 
lives  of  several  of  his  peqple  had  been  lost  by  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Canada  Indians^  and  he  told  the  Onondaga» 
plainly  that  he  had  no  dpubt  they  had  seen  their  scalpe. 
Indeed  he  chapped  them  with  having  feigned  the  errand  to 
the  Caughnawagas,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  talk  with  the  French  governor;  but  he 
warned  them  not  to  set  their  faces  that  way  again. 

Thus  far  Colonel  Johnson  told  theox,  the  Six  Nations 
had  not  hurt  the  Caughnawagas  during  the  war;  and  yet 
some  of  their  principal  pien  had  lately  been  murdered  in 
the  open  fields  by  the  Caughnawagas  and  the  French. 
<<  The  Frenchman's  axe  is  therefore  sticking  fast  in  our 
heads  day  after  day/'  By  this  barbarous  act,  it  was  ren- 
dered  veiy  plain  that  the  French  aiined  at  nothing  short 
of  their  destruction,  which,  he  insisted,  had  ever  been 
their  design,  <'  as  you  all,"  said  he,  ^^  by  sorrowM  experi- 
ence have  formerly  seen  and  felt,  when  they  used  to  destroy 
your  castles,  and  sacrifice  such  numbers  of  your  predecea^ 
sors,  that  large  heaps  of  their  bones  yet  lie  scatteired  over 
your  whole  country.  This  consideration  alone  ought  to 
be  suflicient  to  stir  up  everlasting  resentment  iti  your 
bosoms  against  stich  a  barbarous  people ;  and  it  would,  if 
there  was  the  least  eipark  of  that  Great  Spirit  in  you,  for 
which  your  brave  ancestors  were  noted  through  the  world. 
If  you  are  worthy  of  those  ancestors  you  will  now  ^se  the 
axe  against  them  which  you  have  had  so  long  in  you? 
hands. 
Before  closing  his  speech,  the  colonel  rq>eated  his  stispi- 
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oions  of  thdr  fiiendly  intentions  towaid  the  French,  ando^« 
warned  them  agiinst  any  fiuiiher  duplicity.  They  mastwvw 
either  djfop  the  French  entirely  and  stand  by  their  own  ^^^- 
brothem,  or  declare  themeelyes  at  once  and  explicitly,  if 
the  contrary  was  their  determinationi  In  conchision, 
however,  he  informed  them  of  the  liberal  disposition 
entertained  toward  them  by  the  governor,  and  by  their 
great  ftther  the  king.  He  had  now  orders  to  build  forts 
in  their  country  for  the  defence  of  their  towns  and  castles 
while  their  braves  were  absent  in  the  war ;  and  he  had  the 
pleasure  fitrther  to  inform  them  that  the  king  had 
sent  a  quantity  of  goods  as  presents  for  Ihose  of  them  who 
were  hearty  in  his  cause.  These  presents  were  expected 
shortly  to  arrive,  and  it  was  his  desire  that  their  nations 
should  meet  the  governor  at  Albany,  there  to  receive  thetn. 
The  council-fire  was  then  raked  up  until  iSke  next  day, 
when  the  sachems  delivered  their  answer;  and  even  if 
they  had  been  meditating  treacheiy,  either  the  decided 
tone  in  which  Colonel  Johnson  had  spoken,  or  the  promis- 
ed presents,  or  perhaps  the  influence  of  both,  had  wrought 
sa  ftivorable  change  in  their  teinper  as  could  have  been 
desired.  They  admitted  that  they  had  been  tampered 
with  by  the  French,  "  who  had  used  a  great  deal  of  art,*' 
but  promised  that  their  friendship  for  the  English,  should 
never  be  dropped.  They  nevertheless  thought  it  hard  and 
cruel  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  Canada  for 
their  ^^  flesh  and  blood,"  rotting  and  dying  in  irons,  when 
their  release  had  been  offered  if  they  would  go  for  them. 
"Had  you,"  they  said,  "got  them  from  thence  as  you  did 
your  own  people,  we  should  not  have  thought  of  going  to 
Canada  as  friends,  but  in  another  manner."  However,  as 
the  colonel  promised  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  pro- 
cure the  release  of  the  Lidian  captives  in  exchange  for 
French  prisoners,  they  would  not  look  that  way  any 
longer.  Yet  they  begged  earnestly  that  their  brother 
would  make  baste  in  this  matter.  They  explained  the 
reason  of  their  long  detention  when  on  a  mission  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


840  Lm  OF  8IB  WILLUM  70HKS0K,  BAST. 

c^p.  Canada,  the  sninmerbefore.  While  they  were  in  Montreal^ 
s-v^  news  came  that  the  Six  Nations  had  killed  and  taken  seve- 
1748.  jaj  French  people,  upon  which  they  were  ordered  to  Que- 
bec to  be  imprisoned.  They  were  detained  ninety-two 
days,  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  permitted  to  return, 
but  with  only  two  of  their  warriors  who  were  prisoners. 
The  governor  would  release  no  more,  but  told  them  he 
would  give  them  all  up  if  they  would  oome  again  this 
spring,  unless  in  the  meantime  the  Six  Nations  should 
make  war,  in  which  event  he  would  put  them  all  to  death. 
"  Now,"  said  the  governor  "  as  we  have  told  you  all  about 
this  affair,  we  hope  you  will  not  blame  us  as  you  have 
done,  but  be  assured  our  resolution  is  to  live  and  die  by 
you.  We  listen  to  you  with  open  ears  and  mind  what 
you  say,  you  may  depend  upon  it.  And  we  hope  you  will 
not  make  a  doubt  of  it  that  our  firm  resolution  is,  to  keep 
up  in  every  step,  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  our  forefathers. 
And  as  we  have  your  axe  so  long  in  hand,  we  assure  you 
that  we  have  been,  ever  since  we  last  took  it  up,  always 
ready  to.  make  use  of  it  in  conjunction  with  you  and  will 
ever  continue  so."  Becurring  in  the  course  of  their 
speech  to  the  same  idea  of  having  had  the  axe  so  long  ia 
their  heads  again,  the  sachem  proceeded  as  follows : 
"  Brother^  we  were  in  hopes  to  have  used  the  axe  before 
now  to  some  purpose,  as  you  told  us  two  years  ago  that 
you  were  then  ready  to  march  with  your  army  against 
Canada.  But  instead  of  an  army  you  only  sent  out  small 
parties,  several  of  whom  were  by  tnat  means  cut  to  pieces. 
Had  you  gone,  on  with  your  army  and  ships,  as  you  told 
us  you  would,  and  assisted  us  properly  to  get  over  the 
foreign  Indians  to  our  interest,  who  offered  their  service, 
then  we  should  have  been  able  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men 
to  have  driven  the  French  and  his  allies  into  the  great 
lakes  and  drowned  them.  But  as  you  have  not  done  that, 
which  we  are  sorry  for,  we  tell  you  now,  brother,  according 
to  your  desire,  we  used  what  interest  we  could  that  way, 
and  have  gained  a  considerable  number  of  the  foreign 
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Ittdians  who  were  ready  to  join  you,  and  us.  But  there  is  ^^^• 
no  sign  of  an  army  now,  nor  the  encouragement  given  to  ^-v^ 
them  which  they  expected.  We  cannot  pretend  to  say  ^'^^^' 
now  what  they  will  do.'' 

This  rebuke  of  the  English  for  the  feeble  manner  in  which 
the  war  had  been  conducted,  notwithstanding  ail  the  bust- 
ling preparations  of  the  two  preceding  years,  was  not 
undeserved. 

The  sachems  closed  their  address  by  warm  expressions 
of  thanks  to  Colonel  Johnson  for  his  care  over  them,  and 
for  the  presents  he  had  brought.  They  also  promised  to 
meet  the  governor  at  his  call ;  and  in  conclusion,  the  colonel 
assured  them  that  he  should  inform  Ihe  governor  of  what 
had  taken  place  ^^  with  a  cheerful  heart"  ^ 

Yet  in  transmitting  the  proceedings  to  thegoyemor,  the 
colond  avowed  his  decided  belief  that  no  restraint  that 
should  be  at  once  wholesome  and  permanent^  could  be 
imposed  upon  the  Indians,  unless  by  strong  legislation, 
unprincipled  white  men  could  be  prevented  from  hastening 
their  destruction  by  the  ^^  accursed  traffic  of  rum." 

The  idea  of  &  grand  council,  to  be  held  at  Albany  the 
ensuing  stlmmer,  had  been  long  in  contemplation  both  by 
Governor  CUnton  and  Governor  Shirley.*  Strangely 
enough,  tiioreover,  considering  the  course  of  the  ministers 
in  terminating  the  military  demonstrations  of  the  preceding 
autumn,  and  ordering  the  disbanding  of  the  troops,  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle^  in  February, 
addressed  to  Governors  Shiriey  and  Clintob,  urging  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  importance  of  destroying  the  French 
setfl^ment  at  Crown  Point — ^an  objedt,  it  need  not  be  here 
repeated,  long  entertained  by  the  coloniesj  and  the  achieve- 
ment of  whiohj  had  only  been  prevented  by  the  indecision, 
if  not  the  weakness  of  ministers.  They  were  also  directed 
in  the  same  despatch,  to*  do  eveiything  in  their  power  to 

<  For  a  fuU  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  council,  see  journals  of  the 
counoU  board. 
*Lett«r  ftrom  GoTecaw  Shirley  to  CkTemor  Glintoii— London  dooomentg 
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cigAP.  secure  the  steady  attachment  of  the  Six  Natioos  to  the 
w^w  king's  interests — to  which  end  the  necessary  presents  were 
^'^^'  to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  crown.  This  com- 
munication from  the  ministers  only  hastened  the  canying 
out  of  the  proposed  council ;  and  on  the  tweniy^eightii  of 
March,  Governor  Clinton  being  indisposed*  Chief  Justice 
DeLancey,  by  his  order,  laid  before  the  ootincil  the 
duke  of  lifewcastle's  letter.  The  letter  having  been 
referred  to  a  committee,  the  suggestions  contained  in  it 
were  ftdly  approved,  and  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point 
reconunended  as  best  calculated  to  secure  the  Bix  Nations 
in  the  interests  of  the  crown.  The  committee  £Eu*ther 
seconded,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  the  project  of  holding 
a  council  with  the  Indians  during  the  ensuing  summer, 
and  suggested  that  the  governor  should  send  down  a  mes- 
sage to  the  house  asking  for  its  cheerful  acquiescence  in 
these  plans.  In  accordance,  therefore,  with  this  advice, 
the  governor  sent  a  message  to  the  asi^embly,  urging  upon 
its  consideration  these  suggestions  of  the  council,  and 
asking  for  immediate  action.  On  ihe  next  day  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house  reported  favorably  upon  the  message. 
They  acknowledged  the  kindness  of  his  majesty  in  directing 
that  the  Indians  should  be  protected  at  the  expense  of  the 
crown ;  they  proposed  that  the  provinces  should  unite  with 
each  other  in  every  well  concerted  scheme  for  defence ; 
and  suggested  that  provision  should  be  made  to  enable  the 
commissioners  of  the  different  provinces  to  meet  together 
and  determine  upon  suitable  measures.  This  report  met 
the  entire  approval  of  the  assembly,  and  on  the  same  day 
it  ftirther  brought  in  a  bill  for  reimbursing  the  governor 
for  the  money  which  he  had  advanced  out  of  his  own  funds 
to  Colonel  Johnson  as  pay  for  the  scalps  which  had  been 
brought  in  by  tibie  Indians. 

But  notwithstanding  this  seeming  disposilion  on  the  part 
of  the  assembly  to  acquiese  in  the  wishes  of  the  governor, 
all  his  efforts  to  second  governor  Shirley's  favorite  plan 
for  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point  were  fruitless. 
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Although  the  new  assembly  had  not  openly  opposed  the  <a^' 
governor  thus  far,  yet  its  apathy  showed  plainly  how  little  wv-' 
it  was  its  purpose  to  second  vigorously  his  efibrts.  In  a^^^*^* 
letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  the  lords  of  trade,  under 
date  of  April  of  tiliis  year,  the  writer  complains  bitterly  of 
ibis  indisposition  to  second  him  in  his  endeavors .  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  colony ;  and  alludes  in  no  gentle 
spirit  to  the  continued  encroachments  of  the  house  on  the 
crown,  particularly  as  shown  in  the  appointment  of  Itob^rt 
ChaHes  as  agent  for  the  province  without  his  piivity  or 
consent.  This  appointment  by  the  assembly  without  refer- 
ence to  the  wishes  of  tiie  governor,  was  well  calculated  to 
exasperate  a  fiir  less  choleric  temperament  than  his ;  and 
accustomed  as  he  had  been  all  his  life  to  command,  he 
could  ill  brook  the  growing  spirit  of  insubordination  in 
his  legislature.  Indeed,  this  is  but  another  evidence  of  the 
tendency  which  was  everywhere  manifesting  itself  in  the 
colonies,  to  assert  their  entire  independence  of  the  crown 
in  the  government  of  their  home  affairs. 

The  general  assembly  again  met  on  the  sixth  of  June, 
but  was  adjourned  until  the  twenty-first.  The  session 
was  opened  by  a  message  from  the  governor,  transmitting, 
among  other  papers.  Colonel  Johnson's  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Onondaga  counciL  Favorable,  however, 
as  these  proceedings  appeared,  his  excellency  said  he  had 
little  hope  of  preventing  their  ultimate  defection  to  the 
French,  unless  some  enterprise  against  the  enemy  should 
be  speedily  and  resolutely  undertaken.  He  therefore  again 
urged  an  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  conjointly  with 
the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  who  were 
ready  to  unite  immediately  in  an  attempt  for  the  reduction 
of  that  post  On  the  subject  of  intercourse  between  the 
traders  and  the  Indians,  a  strong  enactment  to  prevent  the 
sale  to  the  latter  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  purchase 
from  them  of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  was  recom- 
mended. The  message  fiirtber  announced  that  his  excel- 
lency was  preparing  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Albany  i|i  thd 
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CHAP,  conrse  of  the  ensuing  month ;  but  particularly  it  called 

..^  the  attention  of  the  assembly  to  the  disaffection  of  the 

1748.  Indians  on  account  of  the  detention  of  their  braves  in 

Canada ;  urging  in  view  of  this,  that  immediate  provision 

be  made  for  the  exchange  of  these  prisoners. 

Upon  the  last  mentioned  suggestion  the  assembly  act^ 
with  promptitude ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed,  requesting 
the  governor  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  Canada  with  twenty- 
five  Prench  prisoners  then  confined  in  Kew  York,  together 
with  all  the  prisoners  detained  at  Albany,  to  be  exchanged 
for  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  and  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations,  as  were  held  in  captivity  by  the  French, — 
the  house  pledging  itself  tp  defray  the  expense.  But  as 
to  the  other  recommendations  of  the  message,  a  de<»lded 
spirit  of  reluctance  was  manifestf^i.  The  house  refiised  to 
engage  with  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in  the  pro- 
posed united  expedition  against  Crown  Poiiit ; — ^instead  of 
which  they  recommended  merely  that  the  governor  should 
unite  with  Governor  Shirley,  and  the  pther  governors  on 
the  continent)  in  humbly  representing  to  his  majesty  the 
distressed  state  of  the  colonies  by  reasqn  of  the  French  in 
Canada,  and  imploring  his  assistance. 

There  had  as  yet  been  jio  collision  between  Mr.  Clinton 
and  his  new  assembly — rendered  new  only  by  the  process 
of  an  election, — ^but  however  smooth  the  surface,  the 
elements  of  an  outbreak  were  smouldering  beneath.  And 
these  had  well  nigh  been  called  into  action  by  a  very  small 
affair,  during  the  present  short  session.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  Colonel  Beekman,  one  of  the  representa- 
tives from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  brought  forward  with 
all  possible  solemnity,  a  charge  against  the  governor,  **  of 
such  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  such  a  grievance  upon  the 
people, — such  an  attempt  upon  their  rights  ajid  properties, 
— as  called  loudly  for  redress.".  The  facts  adduced  by 
Colonel  Beekman  to  sustain  this  very  grievous  charge,  were 
these  :  Some  of  the  late  levies  frorji  Dutchess  county,  who 
had  served  on  the  northern  frontier,  had  sued,  and  others 
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were  preparing  to  sue,  their  captain  for  their  pay;  uponoiiAP- 
which  the  governor  had  written  to  the  judge,  and  Mr.^^.y^ 
Catherwood,  his  secretary,  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  wp^i^^ 
also  to  the  sheriff,  desiring  them  to  put «  stop  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. Upon  this  representation,  a  conMittee  of  inquiry 
was  i^sed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pap^TS* 
Fo  sooner,  however,  had  the  ^governor  seen  the  eiitry  of 
these  proceedings  upon  the  journals,  than  he  transmitted 
a  message  of  explanation  to  the  house,  from  which  it 
appeared  thi^  ihe  suits  in  question  had  been>  instituted^hy 
sulidiy  deserters  who  had  gone  off  with  bis  lnc^esty'sarm& 
and  clothlngj  by  reason  of  whieh  they  ha4  fortified  all  p^, 
due  tiiem  from  the  crown;  and  the  letters  written,  to  tbe> 
officers  oi  the  court,  merely  recommanded  that  a  stop 
should  be  put  to  the  claims  of  those  deserters.  ^^Jf/'  said, 
the  governor,  ^^  such>  a  step  taken,  can,  in  tibe  ngtost  exten- 
sive lights  be  construed  any  viokdion  of  the^  lawsi  or, a 
grievance  upon  the  people^  it  w'as  done  thnotugh  inadviei^ 
tency ;  as  I  never  had  an  intention  to  infringe  upon  a^y 
man's  right  or  property ;  aaad  if  the  pepple  have  received 
any  damage  thereby,  I  am  ready  to  redress  it."  fTo  &rtheif 
action  wasfhad  intiiie  case,  and  the  assembly  adjourned  on 
the  first  of  ^Juiy,-^-^ot,  however,  without  com^ying  with 
the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Johnson,  by  pasejag.aa  adtmore 
effectually  to  cut  off  the  pernicious  t^afflQ  in  rum  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  CSintbn's  attention  was  next  occupied  in  prepara- 
tions for  his  approaching  interview  with  the  Indiana^,  at 
which  Governor  Shirley  proposed  to  be  present.  Just,  as 
he  was  on  the  point  of  starting  for  Albany,  however,  tidiiigs 
though  unoflBicial,  were  received  from  Europe,  the  nature 
of  which  would  be  at  once  to  change  the  character  x>ft!he 
negotiations  with  t3ie  Indians,  and  of  which  the  governor 
wrote  thus  to  Colonel  Johnson : 
44 
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Cblond  Joknsoi 
Nsw  YoBK,  July  5, 1748. 


oHAiL  Ghvimor  Clinton  to  CoUmd  Johnson. 


"«•  s»» 


I  have  jnrt  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  first 
instant,  which  I  have  but  time  to  acknowledge  by  Lieuten- 
ant Cleavland,  and  send  you  the  enclosed  piece  of  news» 
which  I  believe  will  startle  you,  as  it  does  eveiybody  else ; 
tiiough  I  think  if  the  Parliaonent  had  agreed  tO  the  prelimi- 
naries, we  must  have  had  orders  before  this*  Upon  this 
news  I  received  a  letter  from  Governor  Shirley  last  Satur- 
day, to  desire  I  would  postpone  my  meeting  the  Indians 
for  eight  or  ten  days.  Upon  that  I  have  sent  au  express 
to  know  the  difficulty  I  shall  meet  in  complyingi  besides 
the  danger  of  making^  them  angry  if  I  don't  meet  them 
at  or  about  the  time  app<»nted»  Therefore  I  was  obliged 
to  set  out^  but  would  defJBr  speaking  to  them  till  the 
twentieth  instant^  in  the  hope  of  his. being  ^&c^  by  that 
time.  I  set  out  on  Thursday,  and  expect  an  answer  to  my 
express  at  the  manor  of  Livingstcoi  this  day  si^nnight^ — 
having  grvMi  him  positive  orders  to  be  there  in  the  mon^ 
ing,  and  written  to  Mr.  Shirley  to  despatch  him  |br  that 
end.  One.rea^on  Governor  Shirley  gives  for  postponing 
the  conference,  is,  that  we  may  expect  some  directions  from 
home  in  regaiid  to  the  Indians,  and  what  it  would  be  proper 
to  say  to  them  on  4Ms  ooeanon.  Adieu  in  great  haste. 
"  Yours  most  sincerely, 

**Gio.  OipIOToh/' 
«  To  OolonelJohnson."  1 

The  report  proved  to  be  true— the  preliiiiinaries  of  a 
general  peace  having  been  signed  by  the  ministers  of  the 
great  powers,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  May,  as  announced  by 
the  king  in  closing  the  session  of  parliament  on  the 
thirteenth  of  that  month.  The  truth  was,  that  all  parties 
had  become  tired  of  the  war, — ^England,  because  of  the 
prodigious  expense  she  was  compelled  to  incur,  not  only  in 
keeping  up  her  own  fleets  and  armies,  but  in  subsidizing 

^MMUuoript  LeUer. 
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the  northern  powers  of  Europe^ — on  expense  bo  great  as  ch^. 
not  to  be  countermanded  by  the  splendid  series  of  viotories  Wy^ 
which  her  arms  had  achieved  at  sea,  and  by  |he  glory  which  ^^^ 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  won  upon  the  continent. 
The  king  of  Trance,  too,  had  in  the  preceding  autumn^ 
ea^ressed  his  desire  of  a  pacification  in  a  personal  conver- 
sation with  Sir  John  Ligonier,  made  prisoner  by  the  French 
in  the  battle  of  Laffiddt;  and  his  minister  at  the  Hague 
had  subsequttitly  presented  a  declaration  to  the  same  effect 
to  the  deputies  of  the  States  General.  ^  If  or  is  it  strange 
that  the  French  monarch  should  have  been  desirous  of 
peace.  For  notwithstanding  the  successes  of  his  arms  in 
the  If etheriands,  the  victory  of  Marshall  Saxe  over  the 
confederates  at  Lafliridt,  was  accidental,  and  withal  had 
been  dearly  purchased,  while  the  Marshal  de  Belleisle^ 
though  at  first,  successful  in  Italy,  had  been  checked,  and 
his  brother,  the  chevalier,  sImu  in  Piedmont,  and  his  large 
army  defeated.  Bverywhere  upon  the  seas  the  English  had 
been  victorious.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  the  expensive 
armament  under  the  Duke  D'Anville,  occasioned  by  sick- 
ness, tempest,  and  the  death  of  the  commander,  and  the 
victories  of  >Aji8on  and  Warren,  of  which  an  account  has 
already  been  given  in. a  former  chapter^  Commodore  Fax 
had,  in  the  month  of  June  of  the  preceding  year,  taken 
above  forty  ships  richly  laden  from  |9t.  Domingo,  and  in 
October  following.  Admiral  Hawke  had  achieved  his  splen- 
did victory  over  the  French  fleet  commanded  by  Monsieur 
Letendeur,  in  the  latitude  of  Belleisle.  Letendenr's  fleet 
consisted  of  nine  ships  of  the  line,  besi4es  fr^tes,  in  con- 
voy of  a  numerous  fleet  of  merchant  ships  bound  from  the 
West  Indies.  A  large  number  of  the  merchantmen  were 
intercepted  b^SDre  their  arrival  at  Martinique,  and  taken. 
The  number  of  prizes  captured  by  the  British  cruisers  that 
year  from  the  French  and  Spaniards,  was  six  hundred  and 
forty-four — the  loss  of  th^. English  during  the  same  period 
not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty.* 
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cflAi^:  These  results  had  been  sufficiently  discouraging  to  the 
^-v-^French  monarch,  who  now  knew  in  addition,  that  Qreat 
1748.  3]^tain  had  at  length  succeeded  in  subsidizing  the  Ozarina 
of  Bussia,  who  had  a  large  army  then  on  the  march  to  join 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  the  Confederates  in  the 
Lo'wiands.  Eveiy  day  France  was  becoming  more  and 
more  impoverished  by  the  expenses,  and  the  losses  of  the 
war,  WhUe  her  statesmen  were  amazed  at  the  resottrces  of 
Engladd,  enabling  her  not  only  to  maintsun  invincible 
arzfiies  and  navies,  but  to  subsidize  all  Burope.  ^  Hence 
the  dcJsire  6f  the  French  monarch  for  peace,  the  prelimina- 
ries of  wMch  were  signed  in  May  of  the  present  year,  as 
already  stated,  ait;hough  there  was  no  cessation  of  hostilities 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  in  October. 

The  time  for  holding  the  grand  council— so  earnestly 
diSiried  t)y  the  royal  governors,  and  so  long  looked  for  by 
th^'Ihdians — ^had  now  arrived.  Preparations  for  this  event 
hid  'been  made  upon  a  large  scale,  and  everything  which 
would  Tender  it  attractive  to  the  Indians  had  been' thought 
of  and  prepared.  Accordingly,  on  the  twentieth  of  July, 
G^'overnor  Clinton,  accompanied  by  Doctor  Colden  and 
(rthjbr  ineinbers  of  his  council,  arrived  in  Albany.  Here 
^ejioxmi  waiting  them,  Governor  Shirley  and  the  com- 
missioners of  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  had  arrived  a  day 
or  two  previously.  Kor  had  the  Indians  been  less  prompt 
in  their  atleildance.  The  representations  from  the  Six 
ISTations,  the  River  Indians,  and  some  of  the  far  off  tribes, 
was  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  any  former  council. 
So  large,  indeed,  was  the  number  of  Lidians  assembled 
upon  this  occaision,  that  the  oldest  of  the  inhabitants 
declared  ttiat  Albany  had  never  before  witnessed  such  a 
large  concourse  within  her  precincts.  The  exertions  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  which  had  been  unremitting  to  secure  a 
full  delegation  from  each  of  the  different  tribes,  undoubt- 
edly contributed  much  to  this  result.    Indeed,  such  had 
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beenhifl  inflnenoe,  that  nnmberB  of  thoae  Indians,  who  o^f, 
had  hitherto  leaned  toward  the  French  interest^  cameN-^yw 
floddng  in  from  the  suiromiding  country,  anxious  to  show  ^'^ 
their  allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 

The  old  Dutch  city  had  in  &ct  seldom  witnessed  such  a 
sight.  Here  were  gathered  Indians  from  the  fiu*  West, 
many  of  whom  at  a  later  period  were  destined  to  redden 
their  tomahawks  in  the  blood  of  so  many  brave  garrisons, 
under  the  great  Pontiac  Here  were  many  of  the  Biver 
Indians, — ^remnants  of  once  powerful  tribes, — ^whose  grand- 
sires  had  followed  the  hrB,Te  Uncas  and  Miantonomo  to 
batde,  and  had  taken  their  last  stand  with  the  noble 
but  ill-&ted  King  Philip.  In  one  spot,  a  painted  and 
tattooed  warrior  might  have  been  seen  smoking  his  pipe, 
as  he  recounted  to  his  wondering  companions  the  sights  seen 
in  his  morning's  stroll ;  i^diile  everywhere  groups  of  pic- 
turesquely attired  Indians,  with  nodding  pkimes  and 
variegated  blankets,  wandered  through  the  streets,  gazing 
with  curious  eye  upon  the  novelties  of  civilization. 

The  proceedings  of  the  council^  however,  contrary  to 
expectation,  were  not  important.  The  governor's  speech 
was  but  another  rehearsal,  in  substance,  and  in  metaphor, 
of  former  ones.  The  old  ^^  covenant  chain"  was  again 
^^  brightened,"  and  the  Indians  were  again  admonished 
against  the  wiles  of  the  French.  They  were  requested  to 
keep  ^^  the  axe  in  their  hands,"  and  to  restrain  their  young 
m^i  still  longer  from  their  hunting.  They  were  cautioned 
against  allowing  theirpeople,  under  any  pretext  whatesover, 
to  be  seduced  by  the  invitations  of  the  French  into  Canada, 
and  they  were  peremptorily  directed  to  arrest  the  celebrat- 
ed Jean  Oceur,  so  long  the  arch  enemy  of  the  English 
residing  among  the  Senecas  at  the  magara  carrying-place, 
and  ddiver  him  to  the  colonial  authorities,  and  likewise 
to  banish  every  French  emissary  from  their  territory. 
They  were  furthermore  requested  to  desist  from  a  war-ex- 
pedition which  they  were  about  to  undertake  against  the 
Flathead  Indians,  residing  far  in  the  northwest,  who  were 
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CRAP,  claimed  hy  the  governor  ae  his  mfge^ty's  allies.    The  fol^ 
s-v^  lowing  is  tiie  concluding  paragraph  of  the  speech,  which 
174&  f  8  quoted  m  A^eo  t?^^  for  the  reason  that  it  refers  to  a  mafr* 
sacre  of  which  the  particulars  are  not  kno¥aL» 

**  Brethren:  Yon  have  since  you -came  ta  this  place, 
given  a  new  and  strong  proof  of  your  love  to  your  brethren 
and  fidelity  to  the  king  your  father,  by  so  cheerfully  and 
speedily  sending  out  a  number  of  your  warriors  with  our 
troops  in  quest  of  the  enemy,  who  a  few  days  since  suiv 
prised  and  killed  many  of  our  brethren  at  Schenectady, 
and  although  those  who  earnestly  pursued  the  enemy,  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  meet  witti  them,  you  may  assure 
yourselves  that  this  instance  of  your  affection  and  readi- 
ness to  join  in  our  cause,  shall  always  be  remembered  by 
me,  and  made  known  to  the  king  your  Mher/' 

Ko  printed  or  ofKcial  record  of  the  affiair  here  referred 
to  is  believed  to  eiist.  Among  the  Johnson  manuscripts, 
however,  I  have  discovered  a  very  confused  and  unsatis- 
factory account  of  it,  contained  in  a  letterto  ColonelJohnaoB 
from  Albert  Van  SIyck|  dated  Schenectady,  July  twenly- 
first,  1748.  From  the  details  preserved  in  this  letter,  it  ap- 
pears that  a  par<7  of  men  from  Schenectady,  the  leader  of 
whom  was  Daniel  Toll,  had  been  dispatched  to  some  place 
in  the  vicinity  to  bring  in  a  number  of  horses^  which  was 
surprised  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  whose  presence  in  the 
neighborhood  was  neither  known  nor  suspected.  The 
firing  being  heard  by  Adrian  Van  Slydc,  a  brother  of  the 
writer  of  the  account,  who  seems  to  have  resided  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  town ;  he  sent  a  negro  man  to  the  latter 
place  to  give  the  alarm,  and  obtain  reinforcements.  Four 
parties  of  armed  men  successivly  repaired  to  the  scene  of 
action,  the  first  of  which  was  composed  of  ^^  the  New 
England  lieutenant  with  some  of  his  men,  and  five 
or  six  young  lads,"  accompanied  by  Daniel  Van  Slyck,— 
another  brother.  The  second  party  was  led  by  Angus  Van 
Slyck,  "and  some  men** — ^how  many  of  either  party 
is  not  stated.    Adrian  Van  Slyck  followed  next,  at  the 
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head  of  a  party  of  New  York  levies ;  but  on  reachiBg  the  ghap< 
scene  of  action^  where  Angus,  with  inferior  numbers,  was  w^ 
holding  the  enemy  at  bay,  the  levies  all  fled,  in  the  most  ^7^^* 
cowardly  manner.    The  fourth  party,  was  composed  of 
Albert  Van  Slyok,  (the  writer  of  the  letter,)  Jacob  Glen, 
*'  and  several  others,"  on  the  approach  of  whom  the  enemy 
drew  oS,  leaving  Adrian  Vitn  Blyck  among   the  dead. 
The  letter  addfh— ^^  It  grieves  me,  I  not  being  commander, 
that  when  we  went,  Gkurret  YanAntwerp  would  suffer  no 
more  to  accompany  the  party." 

Having  taken  three  days  for  consideration,  the  Indians 
replied  on  the  twenty-«iztfa,  Onnasdego,  an  Onondaga 
sachem,  and  orator  of  renown  being  the  speaker.  But 
the  occasion  was  not  such  as  to  kindle  the  fixe  of  his  genius, 
or  to  elicit  a  single  glowing  period*  His  oration  was 
iherefcMre  a  commonplace  answer,  in  their  exact  order,  to 
the  various  topics  of  the  speech  addressed  to  them  by  the 
governor.  In  the  outset  all  their  ancient  covenants  with 
the  English  were  renewed;  and  while  they  ^< freely 
acknowledged  that  the  French  were  continually  using 
artifices  to  induce  them  to  break  the  covenant  chain," 
they  nevertheless  were  resolved  to  hold  it  fast  They 
promised  that  none  of  their  people  should  be  allowed  to 
visit  the  French;  declared  that  no  French  interpreter 
should  be  longer  allowed  to  reside  among  them ;  and 
announced  that  Jean  Cceur  had  already  been  delivered  up 
by  the  Senecas — ^but  of  this  &ct  there  seems  to  be  no 
good  evidence.  Their  war-kettle,  they  said,  was  yet  over 
the  fire,  and  the  hatchet  in  their  hands.  They  would 
grasp  it  still,  and  be  ready  to  use  it  when  summoned  to 
the  path.  They  promised  to  desist  from  the  prosecution 
of  hostilities  against  the  Flatheads ;  thanked  the  governor 
for  his  efforts  to  procure  an  exchange  of  prisoners ;  express- 
ed their  grief  for  the  people  who  had  been  slain  at  Sche- 
nectady, and  their  regret  that  their  wariors  had  not  been 
able  to  overtake  the  enemy,  ^^  who  had  gone  a  different 
road  from  what  they  used  to  go."    But  they  would  "  wipo 
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CHAP,  up  the  blood  of  the  slain/'  and  "  diy  up  the  teara  of  iheir 
s-v^  friends." 

1748.  rp^Q  council  fire  was  then  raked  up,  and  the  conferences 
were  closed  by  a  dance  of  the  young  warriors  in  the  even- 
ing, the  governor  giving  them  five  barrels  of  beer  where- 
with to  drink  his  majesty's  health. 

On  the  following  day  the  River  Indians  presented 
themselves,  and  were  thus  welcomed  by  the  governor : — 

*'  Brtthrm :  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here  and  do  give  you 
thanks  for  the  fidelity  you  have  always  shown  to  this 
government,  and  I  do  assure  you,  you  shall  never  want  my 
protection  as  long  ae  you  behave  yourselves  with  duty  and 
obedience  to  his  majesty.  And  as  a  token  of  the  king 
your  father's  affection,  he  has  directed  me  to  make  you  a 
present  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  given  you," 

To  which  the  chief  addressing  himself  to  the  governors 
both  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  replied : — 

"  Fathers :  We  wipe  off  your  tears  you  had  for  the  loss 
of  your  people  who  have  been  murdered  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war. 

"  Fathers :  We  are  very  much  rejoiced  for  the  regard  our 
father  the  king  of  Great  Britain  has  for  us  by  ordering  a 
present  which  you  assure  shall  be  given  us. 

"  Fathers:  Our  forefathers  told  us  that  before  any  white 
people  came  among  them,  they  saw  a  vessel  in  the  river. 
For  some  time  they  were  afraid  to  go  to  it  But  at  last 
they  ventured  on  board  and  found  them  to  be  white 
men  who  treated  them  civilly  and  exchanged  mutually 
presents  to  each  other,  with  promise  that  they  would 
return  the  next  year,  which  accordingly  happened.  When 
they  came  again  the  white  people  and  they  entered  into  a 
covenant  together  that  they  should  live  on  their  lands, 
which  they  difj.  And  they  also  promised  to  take  us  under 
their  arms  and  protect  us  which  they  have  done  to  this  day. 

"  Fathers :  When  you  came  first  to  this  country  you  were 
but  a  small  people  apd  we  very  numerous.  We  then 
assisted  and  protected  you,  and  now  we  are  few  in  num- 
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ber,  yo^  become  multrtudes  like  a  large  tree,  whose  rootfi  <^g^» 
and  branched  are  very  exteneiye,  uiwler  wbocle  branches  vv^ 
we  take  our  shelter  afi  we  have  heretofore  done.  ^^• 

^  Ibihers :  It  IB  now  almost  three  years  siftce  the  war 
first  began.  Yon  have  had  a  v^y  numerous  armj 
together.  We  were  ready  to  join  you  in  hopes  that 
Canada  would  have  been  in  possession  of  the  ^gU^h 
before  now.  We  have  been  always  ready  and  have  stU} 
our  hands  on  the  oocks  of  aur  guns  to  go  against  Qm 
comm<m  enemy  wh^iever  we  shall  be  commanded* 

^^Muher^:  We  thank  yon  for  your  kind  expressioji^ 
toward  us,  and  are  very  sorry  we  were  not  here  the  other 
day,  when  the  enemy  murdered  a  number  of  our  bretb?^B 
at  Schenectady,  which  if  we  had  we  would  have  readily 
and  eheerfqlly  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  them,  ^ven  tQ  "the 
gates  of  Oown  Point" 

While  Ibis  council  was  sitting,  the  ramx>fthBLt  the  prei- 
liminaries  for  a  general  pacification  had  4i^tual^  .hee^ 
agreed  upon  by  the  great  powers  of  JSuvcipe,  beaame  gen- 
eral, and  was  soon  the  topic  :pf.  eoirversatioQ  ^Q^pi^g 
Indians,  as  well  aa  among  whites.  To  the  Indj^^  of 
l&e  Six  Nations,  who  had  hoped  by  *  eontinuam^e  of  th^ 
war  to  have  avenged  their  slaughtered  relatiFes,  th^ 
rumor  of  a  peace  was  a  severe  blow.  All  the.  clfuis  of 
the  Confederacy  had  lost  some  of  their  braves,  but  th^ 
Mohawks  upon  whom  the  los»  naturally  feU  with  grei!.ter 
feroe,  uow  that  they  had  at  last  gone  upon  the  war-path, 
were  loth  to  relinqnish  it.  They  recalled,'  too,  with  bitter- 
liess  the  justice  of  the  remark  made  by  them  tp  Coloncil 
Johnson,  when  uiged  by  him  to  take  Kp  the  hatchet 
^^  You  and  ihe  French  can  make  peace  whepeyer  yoji 
choose,  but  with  us  when  the  hatdiet  in  once  dug  up,  it 
cannot  be  eo  eaaily  buried,  but  the  war  o^ust  b#  0(ne  of 
exteraunation." 

Still  the  result  of  this  ^council,  so  fiur  as  the  colonies 
were  concerned,  was  all  that  the  most  sMgiun^  cou]4 
desire.    The  Six  ^Tations  promised,  -either  to  4iAv^  fill  tbe 

45 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


864  Lm  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNBOV,  BAM. 

casAP.  French  emissaries  who  had  privately  resided  among  them, 
w,,-/  out  of  their  countiy,  or  to  deliver  them  up  to  Govemoi: 
1748.  Clinton.  They  agreed  &rther  to  send  no  deputations 
to  the  Canadian  governor,  and  to  keep  their  warriors 
in  constant  readiness  to  ohey  the  commuKb  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  Indeed  so  strong  had  been  the  diesire  of  the 
Confederates  to  send  a  deputation  into  Canada-^QalissOi- 
ni^re  having  represented  ^  that  this  was/ the  condition 
alone  upon  which  their  braves  detained  by  him  woulii  be 
given  up— that  Governor  Shirley  thought  it  best  to  bring 
with  him  fourteen  Fr^ch  prisoners  to  be  immediately  sent 
into  Canada  as  an  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  Jjk- 
dians  detained  therein  captivity. 

The  tragedy  at  Schenectady^  was  not  the  only  one  enact- 
ed upon  the  northern  border  of  the  colony  during  the  sum^ 
mer  of  1748.  Another,  of  a  most  heart  rending  description, 
was  perpetrated  at  about  the  same  time,  in  the  town  of 
Hoosic,  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Albany,  by  a  party  of 
Indians  from  St.  Francis,  which,  from  its  peculiar  barbari- 
ty,  and  the  character  of  the  victims,  deserves,  a  more 
extended  record  thaa  is  usually  awarded  to  theae  incidents 
of  the  bcH'der.  Indeed  among  all  the  scenes  of  blood, 
written  or  traditionary,  in  the  early  histofy  of  this  country, 
none  surpass  in  cruelty  the  one  now  about  to  be  related. 

Maria  Keith,  whose  name  is  identified  with  this  savage 
transaction,  was  bom  in  1721,  of  highly  respectable 
parents,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  about  eighteen  miles 
above  Albany.  Of  her  infancy  and  early  life,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say,  that  she  gave  decided  promise  of  no  ordi- 
nary qualities  of  mind,  evincing  an  unusual  attachment 
f(H*  books,  and  devoting  to  reading  the  greater  psjrt  of  that, 
which  her  contemporaries  in  childhood  spent  in  play. 
By  seizing  thus  upon  every  opportunity  of.  improving  her 
mind,  she  acquired  much  information,  and  laid  up  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  knowledge,  though  the  expression  of 
ber  biographer,  from  whom  the  leading  £»cts  of  the  nar- 
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rative  4re  drawn,  that  ^^fihe  had  infbimed  her  openingtCj^* 
mind  with  the  principles  of  every  useful  science/'  is.  proba-  >«v^ 
bly  somewhat  eouiggerated.^    But  he  this  as  it  may,  it  ia^^^* 
evid^it  that  her  mind  was  well  cultivated.    To  this  excel; 
lence  may  be  added  another,  which  though  of  less  import^ 
ance,  yet  deserves  notice,  that  her  maiuners  were  elegant, 
and  her  person  uncommonly  attractive.  Her  beauty  became 
so  celebrated  that  her  fame  reached  Albany,  and  drew 
thence  several  admirers   who   visited  Miss   Keith,  and 
solicited  her  hand.    This  she  reftised  to  all  her  Albanian 
suitors,  reserving  her  affections  for  a  relative  of  the  same 
name.    The  latter,  though  not  handsome,  yet  having  an 
engaging  address,  and  being  mutually  and  morally  such 
as  suited  her  tastes,  won  her  heart,  in  prefer^noft  to  other 
lovers,  who  mi^ht  have  been  considered  in  a  woridiy  point 
of  view,  more  eligible.    She  was  married  at  the  youthful   ^ 
age  ot  fifteen,  her  nuptials  being  celebrated  under  the 
most&vorable  auspices* 

ImmediAtely  after  her  marriage,  Mr.  Eeith  erected  a 
beautiftil  mansion  on  the  banks  of  the  Touhama,  airibii'- 
tary  of  the  Hoosio  river,  whither  they  removed^  and  where 
they  w^re  stnhrounded  by  everything  neoessaiy  to.happiness 
and  tranqtlil  enjoymtot.  Among  the  neighbors  they  were 
both  veiy  popular,  winning  golden  opinions  byiheir  kind<^ 
ness  to  the  sick,  their  generosity  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
their  hospitality,  to  all  of  every  grade  in  life  Yrho  entered 
within  their  peaceful  doors.  In  this  way  they  passed  twelve 
years  of  uninterrupted  happiness,  during  which  time  Mrsi 
Keith  gave  birth  to  a  daughter  and  a  son,  between  whose 
ages  there  was  a  difference  of  nearly  eleven  years, — thi^  la1> 
ter  having  been  bom  in  the  spring  of  the  year  now  under 
review.  In  every  hour  of  alarm,  therefore,  Mrs.  Keith  felt 
increased  anxiety  oh  accotmt  of  the  helpless  infant  which 
she  held  in  her  arms.  Indulging  the  feelings  of  a  devoted 
and  an  attached  booiother,  she  listened  with  breathless  solioi-> 
tude,  to  all  the  rumors  which  were  spread  concerning  the 
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cm^.manLXiding  bands  of  Indians,  sent  ottt  from  Canada  by  the 
*-s--rFrenob,  for  the  purpose  of  rathless  derastation  upon  the 
174B.  ptoperty^  and  merciless  cruelty  upon  the  persons  of  the  bor- 
deren.  Bumor  with  her  thousand  tottgues,  many  of  which 
spake  but  too  truly  in  this  case,  soon  repeated  the  nearer  and 
neairer  approach  of  another  band  of  the  dreaded  ministers 
of  French  and  savage  vengeance.  When  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  Indians  had  arrived  within  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Bdward,  and  were  seen  prowling  about  that  place, 
Mr.: Keith  dispatched  a  messenger  to  bring  his  brothers 
who: resided  there,  to  his  bouse  on  the  Touhama,— deeming 
his  residence  a  safer  sani^tuary,  on  account  of  its  being 
more  ihterior.  One  of  his  brothers  had  been  married 
several  months  before,  and  his  wife  at  the  time  of  their 
flight  £K>lA  Fort  Edward,  was  in  a  peouliaifly  d^eate  situa* 
tiodl  •• 

'  !Kot  long  after  Mr.  Kexfh  had  thus  collected  his  Telations 
around  him,  and  under  his  roof,  his  family.were  visited  by 
aoibe  Indians  -of  the  Bt  Francis  tribe,  who  had  phehed 
tMir  wigwams  a  small  distance  Aom  the  village  of  Bchagh'* 
ticoke.  These  were  hospitably  entertained,  and  were  per- 
mftteditoipaiBS  sevend  hours  in  eating  and  drinking ;  during 
whieb  tiine  much  conversattion  passed  between  Mrs«  Keith 
mad  her  ctovage  visitors.  To  soothe  her  opprehensions,  an 
bid  Indian  who  was  spokesman,  assured  her  that  the  family 
Inight  dii&riss  their  fear,  and  solemnly  promised  that  in 
case  of  any  danger  she  should  be  seaibonably  informed,  and 
the  mems  afforded  her  for  escape^  To  enforce  his  '^  glozing 
Hes,"  he  presented  her  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  saying, 
^^  There^  receive  my  token  of  fiiendship.  We  go  to  dig  up 
the  hatehet,  to  sink  it  in  the  heads  of  your  enemies.  We 
shall  guard  this  word  with  a  rail  of  fire.  You  shall  be 
safe."  Btill  farther  to  quiet  her  fears,  he  added  in  apparent 
ang^  that  she  should  suspect  his  fidelity,  '^  "No  Maria,  I 
am  a  true  man.  I  shoot  the  arrow  up  to  the  Qreat  Captain 
every  new  moon ;  depend  upon  it,  I  will  trample  down  the 
briars  round  your  dwelling  that  you  do  not  hurt  your  feet." 
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Tlie06  bland  iiTiords  seem  to  have  satisfied  Mrs*  Keith,  ohaf. 
though  her  hnsbond,  with  greater  sagacity,  suspected  and>..v^ 
feared  that  beneath  was  concealed  a  plan  for  their  destruo*  ^^^' 

The  next  morning  after  the  omin<ms  visit  of  the  savages, 
p^riiaps  for  the  ptnpose  of  dispelling  the  anxiety  of  his 
tftind,  Mr;  Eeith  proposed  a  hunting  excursion  to  hisbrotiier 
Peter,  which  was  accepted,  and  they  sallied  forth  with  their 
gtms  in  qnest  of  game.  Mnsing  upon  the  perils  that  snr- 
romided  their  fiunilies,  they  had  gone  sevend  miles  from 
home,  before  they  became  aware  of  the  diistance  they  had 
traveled.  At  that  moment  their  eye  caught  sight  of  a  fine 
doe,  at  which  Peter  leveled  his  piece,  and  brought  her  to 
the  ground.  But  scarcely  had  the  echo  of  the  explosion 
^ed  away  among  the  the  hills,  when  they  heard  a  rustling, 
fi>ll<)wed  by  the  ciiBtck  of  a  rilSe,  and  Peter  fell  forward 
pierced  by  two  balls  in  his  hearts  This  was  rapidly  fol- 
lowed by  the  rushing  of  two  savages  upon  them,  one  of 
whom  prepared  to  scalp  his  victim,  while  the  other  aimed 
his  gun  at  Mr.  Eeith.  Quick  as  thought  Mr.  Eeith  shot 
his  antagonist  dead  on  the  spot,  and  assailing  the  other 
Indian  with  the  butt  of  his  rffle,  prostrated  him  on  the 
ground.  Leaving  hii^  foes  for  dead,  he  placed  the  bleeding 
corpse  of  his  brother  u|)on  his  horse,  and  hastened  home 
with  the  dire  intelligence. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  the  scene  of  woe  that  fol- 
lowed his  arrival,  bearing  with  him  the  dead  body  of 
a  brother,  who  a  few  hours  before,  had  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life  and  health.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after 
having  washed  the  tody  from  its  gore,  and  prepared  it  for 
the  grave,  they  laid  it  in  an  upper  room,  designing  to  have 
the  obsequies  performed  the  following  day.  Under  cir- 
cumstances calculated  to  excite  no  great  alarm,  Mr.  Eeith 
resolved  to  set  out  that  night  for  Schaghticoke,  to  procure 
a  couple  of  wagons,  and  convey  his  family  to  Albany. 
Though  dissuaded  by  his  wife  from  going,  yet  he  persisted 
in  his  design,  and  accordingly  went,  leaving  an  aftectionate 
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CHAP*  circle  behind  him,  which  he  fondly  hoped  to  see  again  in 
w,^-^  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  and  greet  them  with  tidings  of 
^^*^-  his  success,  and  the  certainty  of  being  soon  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  danger.  But  he  had  not  been  gone  long, 
when  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  the  inmates  of  Mr.  Keith's 
mansion  were  startled  by  voices  and  yells  of  savages  eox^ 
rounding  the  house,  and  clamoring  for  admission.  Blow 
after  blow  was  made  upon  the  doors.  Every  moment 
increased  the  violence  of  the  assailants,  who  were  bent 
upon  deeds  of  blood.  Mrs.  Eeith  pressed  her  children 
more  closely  to  her  heaving,  bosom,  and  all  stood  petrified 
ivith  terror.  At  length  th«  brother  of  Mr.  Keith,  who,  as 
I  have  already  mentioned,  had  been  lately  married^ 
advanced  as  if  in  frantic  despair,  and  unbarred  t^e  door.^ 
Instantly  it  flew  open,  and  he  fell  pierced  with  balls,  and. 
weltering  in  his  blood.  In  rushed  the^vag^^,  and  imrne- 
diately  began  the  work  of  det^th.  They  seused  the  prostrate 
husband  of  Cornelia,  and  tore  off  his  scalp  before  her  eyes. 
While  this  deed  was  perpetrating,  an  Indian,  hideously 
painted,  strode  up  to  Cornelia,  and  buried  his  tomahawk 
in  her  forehead.  Her  eyes  just  opened  as  the  blow 
descended,  and  then  closed  forever.  .  Perceiving  her.  near 
approach  to  being  a  mother,  they  ripped  her  body  open,. and 
tearing  the  unborn  child  from  her  womb,  dashed  U  against 
the  wall. 

While  this  horrid  carnage  was  going  on,  another  Indian, 
— the  same  one  who  had  with  Punic  faith,  presented  the 
belt  of  wampum  as  a  token  of  peace, — approached  Mrs. 
Eeith,  who  sat  circling  her  children  in  her  arms,  and  utter- 
ing the  most  piteous  entreaties  for  mercy.  She  drew  forth 
and  showed  to  her  treacherous  foe,  the  belt,  and  appealed 
to  his  promise  made  when  he  gave  it  to  her.  But  she 
might  as  well  have  remonstrated  with  the  ferocious  tiger, 
when  hungry  for  prey.  He  only  replied  that  she  should  be 
spared,  and  "  dance  with  him  around  the  council  fire  in 
Canada" — and  then  with  a  sardonic  smile,,  expressing  the 
fear  that  her  infant  son  would  only  incumber  her  on  the 
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joamey,  he  seized  the  diUd  by  the  wrifits,  and  tore  it  from  cup. 
her  embrace.    Enraged  apparently  at  her  resistance,  he^^w 
dashed  its  forehead  against  the  waU^  and  hnxled  its  reeking  ^^^' 
body  some  distance  from  the  house.    Frenzied  by  the 
sight  she  rufiiied  to  the  mangled  remains  of  her  loved 
infimty  redoubling  her  cries  of  angnish,  casting  herself 
npon  its  body,  wiping  the  blood  from  its  ghastly  connte* 
nance,  and  pressing  it  to  her  bosom. 

The  savages  having  pltmdered  the  house  of  everything 
that  was  portable,  forced  those  who  had  escaped  their  ven- 
geance, to  quit  the  house,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Keith,  her 
daughter  Anna,  a  lovely  girl  in  her  twelfth  year,  and  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Keith.  They  then  ocuaipleted  die  work  of 
destruction  by  firing  the  building,  which  was  soon  enveloped 
in  (flames.  But  Mrs.  Keith's  cup  of  soirow  was  not  yet 
full.  Anna,  acting  as  if  she  thought  that  death  la  a^y  shape 
was  to  be  pref^^cred  to  hwxg  in  the  hands  of  ruthless  bar<^ 
barians,  to  whom  pity  was  a.  stranger,  fled  precipitately 
back  to  the  house,  though  the  flames  were  bursting  forth 
in  every  direction,  and  entering  in,  secreted  herself  in  a 
closety  where  she  remained  until  h^  escape  became  impos- 
sible, and  perished  in  the  devouring  fire.  The  excruciating 
feelings  of  Mrs.  Keith,  on.  being  compelled  to  behold  this 
funeral  pile  of  her  only  danghter,  can  readily  be  imagined. 
Words  fail  to  express  the  horror  which  must  have  filled 
her  bosom,  when  seeing  at  her  feet  the  mangled  remains 
of  one  child,  and  witnessing  the  raging  flames  that  were 
consuming  the  other,  by  a  most  agonizing  death.  8he 
continued  calling  the  name  of  her  daughter  with  loud 
cries,  till  the  Indians,  impatient  at  her  delay,  compelled 
her  and  her  brother,  the  only  survivors  in  this  fearful  trage- 
dy, to  set  out  with  them  in  their  journey  to  Canada. 

The  remainder  of  the  stoxy  is  soon  told.  On  her 
wearisome  journey  with  the  savages,  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  that  deserves  a  particular  mention.  As  might  be 
supposed,  she  suffered  various  privations,  and  was  exposed 
to  great  fatigue.    Unaccustomed  to  their  mode  of  living, 
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OHAP.  she  would  have  been  starved^  bad  not  her  brother  prepared 
w,,^  her  foodf  and  ministered  to  her  necesaities.  iLiber  enduring 
^^^*  numerous  perils  and  hardships,  she  at  last  reached  Ganada. 
When  in  the  Indian  village,  to  whioh  her  captorshastened, 
she  narrowly  escaped  having  her  brains  dashed  out  by  an 
old  hag,  who  seemed  determined  to  glut  her  vengeaoee 
upon  the  prison^s.  But  on  readiing  lilontreal,  bating 
some  painful  circumstances  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  civ^ 
ilization  were  allowed,  she  was  kindly  provided  for  by 
some  charitable  ladies,  one  of  whom  received  her  into  her 
house,  and  treated  her  with  the  kindness  of  a  sister. 

Thus  she  remained  in  the  hoose  of  this  diaaritable 
Samaritan,  till  she  was  at  last  found  by  her  husbdnd.  The 
morning  after  the  deed  of  cruelty  which  has  been  described, 
was  perpetrated,  he  returned  with  two  wagons  to  carry  :his 
ftmily  to  Albany.  But  what  was  his  horror,  on  b(^olding 
his  house  burned  to  the  groujid,  and  the  scene  of  ruin 
which  on  every  side  met  his  eye  I  By  exploring  the  reins, 
however,  he  found  the  bones  of  those  who  had  been.mur* 
dered,  and  also,  which  touched  his  heart  to  the  quick,  the 
half  consumed  remains  of  his  infitnt,  bearing  yet  die  marks 
of  savage  violence.  Collecting  these  charred  bones,  and 
depositing  them  in  a  box,  he  returned  with  them  to  Sehagh* 
ticoke,  where  they  were  decently  buried.  Resigning  him- 
self to  despair,  and  supposing  that  Indian  vengeance  had 
spared  not  a  single  object  of  his  aflfections,  he  joined  the 
colonial  army,  resolving  to  seek  death  by  placing  himself 
in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  courting  places  of  the  great- 
est exposure.  But  the  bullets  passed  harinlessly  by  him, 
nor  could  he  find  the  death  he  sought.  At  length  the 
thought  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  yet  find  his  brother, 
who  possibly  had  not  Mien  a  victim.  Cherishing  the  idea, 
he  set  off  for  Canada,  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity 
of  accompanying  some  prisoners,  who  were  returning  to 
Quebec.  In  Canada  he  pursued  the  object  of  his  journey 
with  indefatigable  ardor,  inquiring  of  every  officer  the 
names  of  prisoners  who  had  been  captured  during  the  war. 
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On  arriTiBg  at  <  Montreal,  ha  wais  ipuaeifiat^y  introduced  orap. 
tothQ  general  ofieer,  who  jMUasptly  heard  IdB  etory,  andw^^ 
treated  him  with  great  clemency.    Having  6b4;aiAed  per-  ^^^ 
miflflion  to  remain  in  town  j»  fiu«r  dape,  Jb^  seape^tAdly  ii^^ 
drew,  a&d  tonung  down  a  street  inq«ired'0f  a-asnaii  The^ 
lod^ngf  were  to  be  ]^    'ifte  frtrabger  tOfcnc^  »ilout  and 
dviily  took  off  his  hat^  ^vben  ^wilOKQ'  lAiovild  Mr*  <KeHii 
recognize  in  ^b/B  stirangep,  btst  hia  broliier  BjWfj  f    Bf  hw 
Mr.  £eidi  reae»red<  iHie  ^^dlighfcftd  intelligenee  of  ihi9  ^Mif^^^s 
preaepvation,  and  of  tier  being  'then,  .in  KoDtteaL  .  Bie 
speSodjly  €ew  to  ker  embmee.    <Vlh6mptiire''0if  the  xiaaiikfi 
was  greater  dian  die  obttld  endnse.  '  fflhei dGapnted  ini)^ 
armfl,  bisit  «oon  recovered,  and  t^  lihat  »the  j<y^  of  xae^ting 
compensated  her  ^far  the  wearisome  monjlhAtcfjBadbeiaBy 
grief  and  distmcldon  whi€^  aheihad  endnted.       { 

Nor  wer04jbe  iKxnJiecs  of  MaaaacdxiisettB  and  If  ew  Hasap- 
flMre  nnmc^eated  diinpg<be>apring'and  usijunmonof  ithis 
year.'  ITnable  tb  obtain  aasiataiioe  ^from  thiedr  jo|mL  gayeoa- 
■  teent,  4ihe  inhabitaitts  of  4Bb»  ^^qposedl  setblemenhi  bf  New 
Hamp^Mre  upon  'the  <3oajiectiicnt  riiier,  ^plied;to  .Maasa- 
chtisetU,  ^y  4he  legislature  of '^hdoh  a  gaorison  of.  tone 
hundred  !men  was  plaeed'in  therfbrtat  Qharleqtami^  cidled 
37unybet  Four,-  under  "the  bommimdof -the  gi^anc  Cap- 
tain Stevens,  who  had  sign^lieed  >lim8^1fi/by  hie  il^veivy 
In  Ihat  po8itik>n  before^'^  "ffi&'fioeohd  i^  ooBunand  was  Cap- 
«tak  'Humphrey  Hobbs.  Fort  MafMachu8et))s  having  been 
r^l)uilt,  WBS'  also  garrisoned  by  one  ^hundred  men,  and 
entrusted  again  to  4ts  former  commander,  Captain^Ephvaim 
Waiiams— Colonel  J[ohn  fitoddard  of  Kbithamptonvhaving 
the  general commasKl  of  ^the  northepi  andweatemtfrontierB 
of  that  colony.  Dying,  however, . in* fthemdnth  of  June, 
thaitrcminent  man  waa  sucpteeded'by  Oolonel  Isvael  TffiL- 
liams,*  of  Hartford. 

(But  it  was  not  garrison  duty  alone  which  theoffioers. and 
soldiers  of  Number  Four  were  required  to  perform.  They 
had. ^'Wi(ie  extent  of  territory  to  guard  against  the  irrup- 
tions of  the  enemy,  extending  frQ;a»tbe  dapper.  M^mmfWf 
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oHAF.country  toLftke  Champlaim  and  a  raitoble  aoiBber  of  meo, 
wv-^  from  botii  forta^  were  required  to  be  cenatantly  employed 
1748.  ^Q  ranging  the  forests  to  interoq>t  the  enemy  in  their  saUies 
ifrom  Crown  Point,  and  tiie  grest  Indiiii  rMidasvona  of 
St.  Francis.  The  enemy  first  Appeared  at  Ohariestown 
about  the  Aiiddie  of  Maix^,  i^en  a  parly  of  thirty  Indiana 
attaeked  'eight  of  Stevens's  men,  at  a  fidiort  distance  frosn 
iiitt  fort  Captain  Stevens  sallied  4brA  §sxt  th^  reaene, 
and  brought  them  in  after  a  Asaep  aUiimifiS^  witfi  the  loss 
of  two  men>  one  of  whom  was  killed,  >aiid.the  other  taken 
'prisoner.  A  third  was  wounded.  A  ye*  larger  pazty,  £on- 
siJBtiBg  irf^eighteen  men  tinder  Captain  MdlFii^  bom  the 
same  garrison,  had  a  narrower  esoape  in  the  .monib  of  May. 
Melvin  baring orossedtfie  woods  to  tho  cAioreof  Lake  Cham- 
plain  opposite>Orown  Pointy  imprudently  disclosed  hiachself 
to  the  sneemy  in  that  fortvess  by  fiioag  «|K>n  two  osiM>es  o^ 
Indians.  A  party  was  immedkitely  sent  out  £tom  the  fort 
to  intercept  him  on  his  return,  wfaidi  by  a  Tapid  march 
gained  Ms  fix^nt.  Having  crossed  the  en^ny's  tKail,  and 
thereby  disoovered  his  design,  Mehnm  ^endeavored  to  dr- 
cumventhim  by  ohMi^ng  his  oouiase  fHMn  Charlestown, 
and  strikingdomiinihe  direction  of  FortDumm^.  ^  But 
Ibe  enemy  was  soon  upon  his  pfith,  and  in  dose  pursuit, 
though  without  his  knotwkdge.  Amving  at  West  river, 
Melvin.  isicautloitsly  allowed  his  men  to  halt  and  amuse 
themselves  by  shooting  the  salmon  which  were  passing  xxp 
a  shoal  of  that  stream.  The  consequence  had  well  nigh 
been  fiital  to  the  whole  party,  since  the  eneni^y,  th^s 
apprized  of  their  halt,  and  by  stealthy  observation  of  their 
amusement,  rushed  upon  them  unawares^  and  killed  six  of 
the  most  valuable  meci, — ^theresidue,  after  vainly  attempt- 
ing to  makeastand  againrt  superior  numbers,  making  their 
escape  to  Fort  Dummer.  A  month  aft«yrward  a  'pBxiy  of 
thirteen  men  on  the  route  firoiti  Hinsdale  tOiFort  Dummer, 

1  Fort  Dununer,  flrequentlj  spoken  of  in  the  mtIj  border  warn,  was  first 
built  in  1728.  It  WM  situated  on  the  Conneotiout  rirer^  forty  miles  btldw 
*Ohmxlest<yim,  at  Somber  Four. 
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jyi  isito  an  Indian  aanbiuoade^  and  were  aU  bnttiuee^ihericsa^ 
killed  or  taken  pnioners.  ^  ^-^f-^ 

The  kietoiy  of  tUs  feebly  eondacted  contest  skowB  lliak  ^^^^ 
in  a  large  nugority  of  these  boxder  a&in>  the  enMny  was- 
6QeceaBfi]l«--a  &€t,  perhaps,  that  should  create  nowonder^ 
whea  it  is  considered  that  his  novements  were  alwajs.  by 
stealth,  and  his  attacks  by  sorprisey^ie  having  the  seldom- 
tion  of  time  and  place,  and  the  option  of  fighting  or  ixot, 
according  to  oircunuBtances.  But  fortune  was  not  always 
turning  in  their  &yor.  ItluippenedthatiMiihetwenlyHrijrtli 
of  June,  while  Captain  Hobbs,  at'  the  hoid  of  forty  men^ 
from  the  garrison  of  Komber  Four,  was  ranging  tl^ 
woods  west  of  tibe  Connecticut  river)  when  about  twelve 
Buks  from  Tort  Dummer,  he  was  attacked  by  a  itvong' 
body  of  Indiiiii6>  under  a  resolute  half>breed  chitf  namedp 
Saokett  Hobbe  and  his  men  were  regaling  themselves  at* 
their  knapsacks  at  themomentof  idie  attack,  in  an  openings 
upon  a  rivulet  hedged  with  alders,  and  covered  with  hag^ 
and  towering  trees.  The  precaution  of  posting  sentinels^ 
however,  had  not  been  omitted,  so  that  the  surprise  waa^ 
less  complete  t&an  otlierwise  it  would  hove  been.  At  liie 
instant  <rf  alaitii,  each  man  selected  a  tree  for  his  cover, 
and  the  Indians  rasUing  upon  the  heels  of  the  sentinels^ 
were  in  &e  onset  so  warmly  necdived  as  to  chede  their 
advance.  The  Indians,  in  UJce  manner,  selected  trees  for 
their  ^t)tecti(m ;  and  an  irr^ular  battie  succeeded  whi<^ 
lasted  four  hours.  The  two  captains  were  both  men  of 
coolness  and  conrage.  They  were  personal  acquaintances, 
and  had  been  friends  before  the  war,  and  fi^uentiy  called 
out  to  each  other  in  the  eoui«e  of  the  fight-^ackett  clalm^ 
ing — ^as  he  hiod — a  large  superiority  offeree,  and  deman4ing 
a  surrender,  on  pain  of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  tom- 
ahawk in  case  of  refiisal.  Hobbs,  with  stentorian  voice, 
refrised  and  bade  defiance.  Less  cautious  than  tiie  Engiish, 
the  Indians  several  times  exposed  themselves  by  attempting 
to  advance  to  a  hand  to  hand  contest,  but  were  as  often 


^Hoyt. 
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<»A  rqpri&edy  '^Atieitdre  loei.  BiseoonigGd^  sf  length,  by  the 
v^v^-^^i^Tielduig  caurage  of  Hobbs  add  hki  men,  and  prababfy. 
^^^*  flkndifif'  dn  erponeoud  eMimat^  <ft  tii^ir  sti^tigihj  Xhe 
ladiami  at  lengikdreir  oflP-diiaggitig  b£^  Idso,  Amt  diead^ 
l^ieascmv  of  irhioh  tib«ir  Icmm  was  not  kilown;^  Mxay 
lQ(fliaa|8//boweT«r^  were  seen  to  fall^  and  tbe  battte  ^omd 
wm  deejlly  jBaogriine.  But  notwitheianaing  {he  .duration^ 
€^<«hei^fight;  <aly  tlvee  of  ihA EngliaUiWere  kill^^  and 
tii94mniL6(miniber4W0iindedi  ?  Tbeetrength  of  the  Iikdiana 
ivte  iecr^tautted^dt  aae'liuiidma  and i Mxtjr;  Stilly  the  ekp^ 
dition  'Of<  fiatskbtt»itra8i  hot  altdgetiker  iboe^l^s^'  since^  a  fbrt> 
ni^ht'afteciraxd  he  aoi^riBed  a  patty  of*  eer^Diteto  men 
bet^vreen  fiihadale  and  OB'ost  Dmnmer, .  killed,  two  and 
ifomided  &^  ianla  number,  aad  made  nine  o7  the  reaidaa 
jbaaonait^  Fdur  eb^ped.  In  tibese  eatexpriitea  it  aeema 
igiimf/^  h^u  l^e  de9ire  of  the  en^ipjr  to  t«k»  cajptives  ratheir 
t^bitqkiU. .  "l^ere.wiiA  .8oqi^rl^ic;fi]ft  ibia;  |bhe^  la^ 
i|ia9.0Tmtai'reoeiYedfr<W  tb^  |ri^nd$.of  tbe^ptiv^ for tikeir 
i?^^4^^ft  .go|ug.  &f  to^aH  de^yinj  the.ezpendee  of  the 

'tiWoA  Meaaa4hwett$»waa/notmr)!leated.imtii  paatmidaiim- 
T^,, .  Bftt  iw  the  aeeoftid  of  Angn^ti  a  pairty  of  four  men 
l;<ADgjwga|9^d  Rt  some  distance^  frooao!  the.fort^  were  fired 
^pQt\  ^.M  ei^emy  f^boae prepense hadnotbeeniraBpected. 
Qopti^j^iUiettifi  immediately  aalUed  i  forth  .for  their  reis- 
qtkQ  it^ith. liieutenant.  Hawley and. thirtg^  meqi.  The  attajek- 
^g^pt^r^^^^ly  fiSknaU,.  were  soon  driven  back ;  but 
ip  the  mi)^iQ^t  of  fap^ieii  aafetjif)'  an  anxbuaoadeof  thirty 
Ibdi^sroee  and  pomred  in  ai  j^eiu^on  Wiiliiuna>  ri^t^ 
n^QTWgt  with  the  (design;  pf  intf^rcepUpg  hia  return  to  the 

'^^' In  all  battles  tlie  Inciians  endeairor  to  conoelil  their  loss,  and  m  effeet- 
ifiistUs,  tiiy  ibbnietlmes  espMe  th^B^Wes  k6t^  tiib  ft  ooibWt  wil^  the 
^uaif. '  Whea  oaa  Mig,  lidi  nearest  cUnnufe  etiM$  np,  nadnr  Mm  of  tlia 
tre!<9aind  yxtikfA^  and  fixing  a  tump  lins  to  Um  de«d.1>odry,  oantiou^lj  dv^gs 
ij[  to  the  rear.  Hobbs's  men  related  that  in  this  action  they  often  saw  the 
4fead  i^Odles  of  tlie  tndlans  sliding  alopg  th^  groimd,  as  if  'by  encliantment.*' 

Mjgy^L    '^     \ '".*■•■  •  --•{•' 

*Hojrt'8  AntiquitUt. 
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fbrfc  the  tfeferitj^  of  ^ailiwsiB'B  mov^menfa,  hdtwret,  «gp. 
frustrated  this  iliaii<5eut^rd,  arid  ihe  fort  *vrais  l^eftched  wMi'w,^--^ 
the  loBfe  of  ottly  one  %ito  kiH^'A^a  tt¥bH9'b«md0d^*--o»^o*^'*^ 
whotii'wto  Utte  Ymxt^etnt:  It  acfm  kpp€ttPecl  that  the 
esedjpe  ^  WilBiiMi  WtoWocrt;^i^Aff^  Indeed  Stlnfemfc 
be  «jMfeM^  lb«e  be  bad  exlofaited  Mi^vlar  absdnee  of. 
miifiitoy  {)Meai»^  n  hafaludiag  aiBeTtfewitii^Orsniall'iii 
pMN^jr,  i;(^]yte^iMMBt  ^  tin  trtrengd/of  .Ms •eitomyi;  tiuree/ 
btlKd]<«fd<<yf  wliottl,  iMludlig  tM%  S'l^clmi^n,  foUovRed. 
close  apobMs  b^ls^ts^he  rej^asitediiie^ort^  aiidto6iiiineiioed« 
geneMil  '^Naelc:,  i%e  fire  WM  49ti0tidix€Jd  .<m  boft  sides 
aiboti^  t^o  hoars  ^ '  bttt  liitving^  (qo  lirtiltotT,  tbe  'claeiny  wan' 
unable  to  mak^  any-imiyre«iikM&  ivpon  tfaewonka^'anddtfe^ 
o#  Witti  A^Ms,  the  atuMirt'  of  iiAdieh  mm  not  lasoevtaHifed. 
TheettMSift^^l^'sb^toy  aflefw^  tmcM.  woe^nMiki.tibe 
n^^UMMifdod  of  !B*cM  Itananer^  whcnre  a  part^f  of  seven 
takde)*[Uii#imaQt  irohik  SargeaKts,  wasdefeated^tbe  oom-i. 
xbfi&dd^  bctog^aaiioM^  the  'kiUed,  4nd4ihe  bnmvoni  inade 

•     ■-.!      ':  .-jh  r..  ..    ....;...  -I  '    it    .        •         •-  ^ . 

'M«iitf«ds&le  'Bmilka^  tvMble^  began  4o  mantfert  itself, 
simbifg'ttte  tN^aps  iittttikyhed'«t  Adbftay^atid  aloiigrthe  frodt- 
letB,^  eokistiqbeiice  of  tbe  Boarelty  of  si^iplies.  Many  of 
tjie^en  de#ei<ied,  <aad  Bome>of  .lihe  oAcero  resigned  tiiehr 
commi8sioiA»,':flii%^efiising -to  iserm  kngov.'  The^tis^Wh 
bfy'Viplt0^&dl^M00tantfl,Oelobel!!^ritnd  Ihe^eomnussioners 
t^^iMd  W  '^xedtite  the  otrdeiis  whibh  idle  goveFnor,  by  the 
ad«vl(9e>of  his  eonneil,  had  'giveh  /them,  for  supplyii^  the 
«f06ps;->^4i]'^iiig <as  an  exeaide  that -ibey  had  notbeen-sQ 
atiAk>riWed  by  l2ie'«SMBQ|bly;«  The  goKrehior  >Waa  «ceed« 
in^y><^a^  Iby  tiiiB  refosaliof  thebcmimisiaclnAss  to.aot. 
This  ti{)peal«^hft^all'df  his  dorrespondcnietat* this  ttime,^but 
especially  tin.  his  ^UtMsponden^e  with 'Colonel  •  Johnson^ 
With  ^hcm  he  i^eaa  now  on  terms  of  Intimaqy.    In  a  lett^ 

:,.u^ »-- n : ; r^^r^ .'    •  ,  "■        ■      !    >■      .., 

>  Manuscript  letter,  Johnson  to  Clinton ;  also  mannseript  letter  to  Jelm- 
son  from  Captain  8ioddard»  then  in  oommand  at  Soheneotady. 
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ORAP.  under  date  of  October  fifth,  the  foUowing  paasage  occors : 
wvw^^By  aletterlhave  fix>m  Captain  Stoddard  that  no  pro- 
i>74a.  yigiona  are  gone  up,  I  conclude  it  was  designedly  neglect- 
ed by  the  conmuaaioners  in  order  to  distresB  the  service 
and  disband  the  troops  sooner  than  I  thought  it  necessary ; 
and  with  a  great  deal  of  assurance^  dedared  that  even  if 
they  were  served  with  an  order  fifom  the  council  they 
would  not  obey^it !  What  a  low  ebb  is  the  governor  and 
oouncil  of  New  York  driven  to^  that  their  arders  are 
refused  for  three  weeks  provisions  for  a  few  men.  *  * 
*  *  Formerly  the  governor  and  council  had  the  disposal 
of  eveiy  Shilling,  and  did  it  aU  in  cooncil  by  warranty 
witiiiout  consulting  the  aas^nbly  or  anybody."^ 

Those  persons  have  read  little^  and  have  thought  still 
less,  who  suppose  that  the  revoh  of  the  colonies  was  the 
result  of  a  moment.  The  oontroversies  betwe^i  the 
assembly  and  the  executive ;  the  seeming  apathy  of  the 
house  to  provide  for  the.  safety  of  tbe  £rontier«i  and  its 
general  indifference  in  providing  the  needed  supplies  of 
which  Mr.  Clinton  so  bitterly  complains,  had  in  foct  ^eir  use 
not  so  mudu  in  an  unconcern  for  the  welfitre  of  the  colonies 
asin  a  fixed deteormination  to  resist theeneroaehmentsof  the 
crown.  Still  it  nmst  be  fimnkly  admitted,  that  tbe  aasem* 
bly  were  often  in  Hie  wrong,  and  that  mMh  of  this  treat- 
ment of  the  governor  was  harsh  and  ill-judged. 

In  the  assembly,  which  met  upon  the  twelfth  of  Octo^ 
ber,  the  governor  determined  to  reassert  the  prerogative 
in  the  strongest  terms  by  bringing  the  snlject  of  a  perma- 
nent supply  to  direct  issue ;  choosing  as  an  able  writer  has 
remarked,  New  York  ^'as  the  opening  scene  in  the  final 
contest  that  led  to  independence."'  Accordingly  on  the 
fourteenth  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  bis  message  to  the 
house,  in  which,  after  eongrafciilating  them  tipon  the  near 
prospect  of  a  general  peace,  he  demanded  a  permanent 
support  for  five  years.    The  message  stated  that  on  coming 


1  Mftniueript  letter. 
'Baaoroft. 
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to  the  adminiatration  Hf  the  government,  he  had  been  €Wap. 
disposed  to  do  all  he  could,  consistently  with  his  duty  to  "-^^r^ 
the  king,  fot  the  care  and  satisiaction  of  the  people.  ^^^^* 
IIx*nce,  reposing  confideBce  in  the  advice  then  ^ven  him, 
he  had  given  his  assent  to  various  acts  of  the  assembly, 
die  tendency  of  which,  as  experience  had  taught  him,  was 
to  weaken  l^e  atttibority  of  his  m^esty's  goveomment.  Still, 
Bs  the  country  waa  veiy  «oon  aifterwatd  involved  in  war, 
he  had  forborne  to  take  that  attitude  in  the  premises  which 
dufytohis80v^rrtg9L6eemedtorei|uire.  But  with  the  return 
of  peaiee,  he  deemed  it  to  be  his  indiaji^nsable  duty  to  put 
a  stop  to  tmch  imioTatioM.  Prominent  among  these  was 
the  practiee  which  had  been  growing  up,  of  making  only 
an  ammd  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  <^&cffln  of  the 
government.  He  also  alluded  to  the  modem  practice  of 
naming  the  offie^rs,  for  whose  benefit  the  appiropriations 
were  m^e,  in  the  act— -<iius  interfering  with  the  preroga- 
tive in  the  appointing  h<mon  He  admonished  the  assemi- 
bly  that  be  dM^ntd  give  Ms  aesent  to  no  acts  of  that 
character  for  tihe  ifeture ;  and  demanded  an  appropriation 
for  the  paymemt  of  ^e  govenior'sy  secretoriea,  judges  and 
other  salaried  oAcetrs,  for  !the  term  of  five  yeara,  accord- 
ing to  the  pmctice  thait  had  prevailed  dnring  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  four  immediate  predecessors,  namely, 
Governors  Hmiter,  Bmmett,  Montgomery,  and  Ooaby. 
The  inconveniences  of  these  annual  gntnts  of  sataries  and 
allowances,  was  adverted  to,  and  objectiiMis  fiurther  urged 
against  the  reoent  method  of  mtecmixing  matters  of  an 
entirely  different  nature  wilii  the  provisions  of  the  salary 
bills,  and  taking  new  grants  for  other  purposes  to  the 
governor's  <mn  support  The  governor  desired  them 
farther  to  make  immediato  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops  tut  Albany,  and  on  tiie  frontier;  recommended 
that  the  troops  should  be  continued  at  Albany ;  and  con- 
cluded by  calling  the  attention  of  the  assembly  to  a  debt 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds,  due 
to  Coloael  Johnson  for  disbursements  made  by  that  gentle- 
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CHAT,  man  in  die  public  semce,  and  whiob  had  been  allowed 

v-sr^  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  the  prep^eding  seBcdon, 

^'^^'  Owing  td  a  defioienoy  in  the  funda)  up^ii  which  it  was 

directed  to  be  ckarged,  the  moMgr  had  npt  haen  paid; 

and  the  incosveoienoe  of  being  kept4P  }QVkg  out  of  so 

lai^e^ «:  gum  of  mouey,  wae .ao  grea^t^  ihfJi  it  waa  oi^ly  with 

mnch  dlfficntty-tiiat  he  had  been .  ieaiaibled  to  peiaqade 

the  colonel  to undeTtake a^jabk the sopplyingof  thdimport- 

ant  gftrriaon  at  Oaw^go;     .!...... 

The  wweinbly,  in  iis  rf ply,  jnokly  4>^efi^d«lg  Uw:Peqn^ 

for  a  permanent  enp(ply*a8  a  direct  attempt  ^.rwd^r  the 

orbwn  independent  of  the  people^  withigneat  indign^tioiit 

reAised  to  grant  it*   lAj/to  the  mure,  rectiot  piMtjlceof 

naming  the ^Hfllcera  provided  ^  in.the  aadM^y.hiUe^  it  not 

only  jneidfied  it,  bnt  intimated,  .thftt  if  i^  ^W^  had 

been  adopted  at  an  eafUer  di^  hie  .e^;oeU4#Qy  irouJI^«x^ 

have  hejpn  able  to  reniom  the  thini  j  wtic§  Af  i  thf^wpr^e 

court  ^<  without  any.  ooldi  of  mAOowinQt'^Q^  hia  pairt^ 

who  was  <^ a  gentlemanof  leaming.fknd,j«9|^]iw(lie  in  the 

law/^^  ,  Beapeoting.  the  .other  jnatteiiii^  tham^saasa,  it 

replied,*  that  it  awwno  reaaon^^or  hnrdeiing  th^  oolony 

with  the  troops  in  Albany^  tdeclaripg  .fliat  the  .tix>apa  at 

Oswego  were  qnite^  auffioiept  in  .tiibe.af  peMe  f&f  tha 

protection  of-  the  prpvinoe*  .:It  paseed   howa^er,  a  hill 

granting  thre^  thoiiBand:  six  ih«adred  pQOnda  for  the 

pay  o^  tke  troops  oa  th0iflKmtier,.bat  ignoii^d  a««tire}y  the 

«Hdm  of -CioloDel  Jt^son*  t.  Theyeaolt aan  ri^^ily  be  seen. 

Afber  continual  biekerings  for  sis'vrefal  wealssi  Mr»  Oliptoi^ 

in  great  wrath,  provogued  the  aasemhly*  . 

'  Thus'^e  parties^ eepa«itad»  and  thus  ajgam  ix>mwenqed 

that  great  struggle,  between  the  repubUcaii  aad  the  xxum- 

archal  principle,  whiah  in  the  onward  prngireaa  of  the 

former  was  destined  at  a  day  not  even  thi^H.  &r  diata^V  to 

work  such  mighty  results  in  the  westam^heoiiaphera. 
».■■.■-.■■.,....■  ■       ■■  ■■  .1  i^.  .  .  ■  ■  > ,     » .  ■    ,  ■  — 

>  AlUi<iing  to  ik^  remoTnl,  Utfiyear  before,  of  Justice  Horsmiuidea.  This 
aat  was  aguA  imputed  to  the  influenoe  of  *<  a  person'  of  a  mean  and  despl- 
oal)ie  d^aracUr*'— meaning,  as  it  was  wtti  Undetflido^i,  B6#t4r  CMca.  - 
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Although  hostilities  were  suspended  between  the  chat 
belligeorents,  whose  aranies  were  contending  in  the  Kether-  >*v^ 
lands,  immediately  after  the  preliminaries  were  signed  at  ^^^ 
Aix  La  Chapelle,  yet  it  was  long  before  the  forceSt  at  sea 
were  apprked  of  the  &et.  Meantime  Adnuiral  Boscawen^ ' 
in  the  East  Indies,  having  invested  Pondieheny  by  land 
and  water,  was  compelled  to  retire  with  signal  diis^ona^t^ 
nre.  Rear  Admiral  Knowles,  too*, — ^the  same  who  had 
rendered  himself  so  deservedly  unpopnlar  at  Boston  the- 
year  before,^K5ontinned  to  prosecute  the  contest  in  the 
West  Indies  with  various  success.  With  a  squadron  >of 
eight  ships  he  attacked  fort  St.  Louis,  on  the  south  side 
pf  St  Domingo,  which  after  a  warm  action  of  three  hours 
was  surrendered  on  capitulation  <and  dismantled.  But  he 
afterward  made  an  abortive  attempt  upon  St.  lago  de  Chiba^ 
at  the  result  of  which  he  was  greatly  chagrined.*  Ea^ly 
in  October  Admiral  Enowles,  while  cruising' iii' the  neigh*- 
borhood  of  Havana,  with  eight  ships  of  the  Kne;  feli  m> 
with  a  Spanish  squstdron  of  nearly  equal  force,  commanA* 
ed  by  Admirltl  Reg^o,  and  a  sev^:^  engagement  ensued, 
which  lasted  six  hours,  conmiencing  at  two  o'clock  in  thoi 
afternoon,  and  ending  at  eight.  Snowies  himself  began 
the  itetion  in  gallant  style,  but  being  seriously  •dieaUed, 
his  ship  was  compelled  to  drop  astern  eS  the  sqpdadnm, 
and  wad  not  afterward  engaged  in  the*  line;  but  being 
borne  down  upon  by  the  enemy,  and  another  ship' coasing 
to  his  assistance,  a  struggle  sharp  and  bloody  ensued.  The 
Spanish  commander,  notwithstanding  the  inferiority  of 
Ms  foyee,  was  at  one  tinM< confident  of  .victory;'  but  the 
fortunes  of  the  day  were  against  hkn,  arid  he  vrw  oom- 
peUed  to  put  into  the  Havana  with  the  loss  of  t\(ro  ships ; 
and  a  third  was  destroyed  the  next  day  to  prevent  her  from 
MHng  into  the  haoids  of  the  English*  Admital  Enowles 
taxed  some  Of  his  men  with  niisbehavior  m  this>  aflhur^ 
and  he  was  accused  in  turn.    Several  of  the  officers  were 

iSmoUett. 

>  Spftniih  official  Mconnt  in  the  Cfoatltaiaii^s  Magttiiie  for  Apiil  11^0. 
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OK^  tried  by  a  <M>urt  majiial)  and .  repriixianded,.  and  Enowles 
^k;^  himself,  was  tried  in  December,  1749.  The  court  acquitted 
iW».  l^J^  ^f  ^^  charge  of  cowardice ;  awarding .  him  on  the 
contrary^  i^  merit  of  great  personal  bravery.  But  he 
was  neveitheieea  fqund  guilty  of  ne^ige^oe  in  his  arrange- 
ments^  in  seyeral  particulars,  and  ordered  to  be  repri- 
manded.^ High  feelings  of  animosity  arose  among  the 
officers^  who  either  took  sides  with  or  against  the  admiral, 
and  several  duels  were  the  consequence,  in  one  of  which 
a.  Captain  Jarvis  was  mortally  wounded  by  his  antagonist 
Gaptain  Clark,'  But  according  to  both  English  and  Span^ 
iflh  accounts  the  action  was  bravely  fought  on  both  sides. 
As  it  proved  it  was  a  needless  waste  of  life. 

The  definite  treaty  of  peace  was  coi^cluded  and  signed 
qn  the  seventh  day  of  October  at  Aix  La  Chapelle ;  and 
equsiderittg  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  con. 
eluded,  find  the  relative,  strength  of  the  parties  and  the 
condition  of  the  all^ce  at  the  head  of  which  was  Eng- 
l$J94jfor  a  further  prosecution  of  the  contest,  it  was  a  most 
inglorious  p^ace.'  Thus  ended  the  "old  French  war," 
produccfd  by  the  wioke^ess  of  .Frederick,  "  the  evils  of 
which  were  felt  in  lands  where  the  name  of  Prussia  waa 
unknown;  and,,  iu  order  t^t  he  might  rob  a  neighbor 
whom  he  had  promise^  to  defend,  black  men  fought  on 
the  ooast  of  Oor(unp.n4el,  and  i^  men  scalped  by  the 
great  lak^fipf  North  ^^jpfieAoa,*''^ 

1  Prooeedings  of  the  pourt  martial,  vide  Oentleman's  Magazine, 

«  Smollett. 

•Thia  eontest  was  eaUed  « the  old.  PrewBk  w«a.".  ^  waain  foai  begwt 
b^  FTedoriok  the  Oreat,  by  an  ujijtut  and  rapaciona  attaok  upon  the  Bm- 
press-Queen  Maria  Theresa,  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  Siberia  from  her. 
It  iuToWed  the  world  in  arms.  The  respective  alliances  on  the  one  side^ 
were  the  king  of  Oreat  Britain,  the  empress-queen,  the  states^govemon 
Of  the  IToited  Protinoes,  and  the  king  of  8ftrdteia»  with  sefcval  smaUer 
ptrinOBS  as  anxiliaries  On  the  other  aide,  was  the  aUiancie  of  France,  Spain* 
(claiming  the  Austriain  saooession^]  the  infant  Don  Philip,  brother  of  the 
king  of  Spain  and  son-in-law  of  the  king  of  France,  with  the  ropubUo  of 
Genoa  and  the  duke  of  Madrid. 

«lfaoattUgrfs  lifoof  Fvederiol^  it^n  Qrfat. 
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Meanwhile  the  OonfederateB  were  again  becoming  <^gP* 
solicitous  for  those  of  their  warriors  who  were  still  languish-  wv-^ 
ing  in  chains  in  Canada.^  The  pronuses  made  to  them,  at  ^^^ 
the  council  at  Albany,  by  Olinton  and  Johnson,  of  the 
speedy  reknee  of  their  brethren,  had  quieted  them  for  a 
time.  But  now,  as  month  after  month  passed:  away  and 
nothing  was  acomplished,  they  doubted  the  power  of  the 
English  to  bring  this  about,  and  thought  seriously :  of 
taking  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  Johnson  &aj»€d 
this  himself,  for  in  a  letter  written  at  this  time  to  Goveriior 
Clinton  upon  the  subject,  he  says  :-^^^  There  is  not  one  of 
our  Indians  suffered  to  come,  nor  any  of  the  OhristianB 
who  wwe  taken  with  them,  whiehiayeiyhard^  and  will 
be  the  means,  I  reekon,  of  pill  the  Fire  Nations  going 
down  now  to  Oanada  to  get  tfa^m."  There  was  indeed 
cause' for  alartn ;  and  it  required-  the  most  strenuous  exer- 
tions of  Coton^l  Sotyimon  to  keep  the  Mohawks  quietly  at 
their  castles,  until  tiafe/tetms  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
^ould  be  settled. .  This  ivM  no  easy  matter ;  and  tiirougb- 
out  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  attention  of  Mr.  Cj^iv- 
tonwto  chMflytoceiipied  in  successive  negotfiations  with 
Gfllis8oni)f^e,>for)aD  exchange  of'  prisoners*  But  notwith- 
standing theeTidftnt appfroach  of  peace,  and  an  iM^vauge- 
meivt  for  a  cessatioii  of  arms  in  JSttropCy  th^  Frenich 
goyemor  opposed  >vaidous  obstacles  in  thfi  way  of  an  equita- 
ble and  prompt  exchange.  Mr;  CDaniaa  had  sent  two  iflags 
of  truce  without  success,  particularly  in  reference  td  the 
captive  warriors  of  the  Six  NatiouB,  who,  m  before  hinted, 
were  becoming  e&ceedingly:  restive  under  the  delay,-*--so 
much  so,  indeedf  as  to  lead  them  to  send  a  special  deputa- 
tion of  their  chiefs  toKew  York  at  the  close  of  Septem- 
ber, to  plead  with  the  governor  upon  the  subject'  There 
wem  likewise  many  prisoners  in  Canada,,  males,  and 
females,  inhabitants  of  the  firontiers,  who  had  been  carried 

away,  and  who  were  of  course,  with  their  friends,  anxious 

'  [ '[ 

1  Hanusoript  letter ;  J.  Williams  to  Migor  Lyditis. 
'See  journals  of  the  oounoiL 
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c|^.  for  tineir  retam.^  Bat  the  dif3len%  wm  not  so  much  m 
wv^  relatitm  ito  the  fxchange  of  the  BugliBh  for  the  French 
^^«  prisoners,  as  it  warn  in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  the 
Mohawki  for  an  equal  number  of  the  French  held  as 
priBctieBis  in  NeTr  York.  La  Gtalissoni^,  claimed  that 
the'  Mohawks  -were  «a  independent  nation,  and  as  sudi, 
qiftalified  to  treat  alone  widi  him  upon  the  snljjeot;  while 
Caintott  jusUj  maintained  tibat  by  ihe  treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
the  MebawlcB  were  the  dependants  and  snbrjeets  of  the 
British  crown. 

Instead,  ther^ore,  -oi  meeting  tibe  views  of  Mr.  Clinton 
and  proceedibgiat  <»ce  to  a  general  exchange,  Galisso* 
ni^nsleaaed  only  a  few,  sending  a  return  flt^  with 
Bey«i|  ^oMottBy  ei^teen  privates^  and  four  Canadian 
Skdians^iaecompanied  by  some  propoaitians  to  whic^  the 
gOTemor  of  27ew  York  retfosad  to  accede.  On  the  anival 
9£  /fliis  4>nnidable  company  at  Albasy,  Coloael  J(dinson's 
'flQq)ieio|i8;  ^epre  aroused  that  all  wiab  no*  right;  and  he 
#i|uld  OKfet  jdlow  them  to  proceed  to  New  York,  until  per- 
-itfelscdon^^o  that  effect  jiad  been  received.*  That  permia- 
^i^fiha^g^BH  giren,  tbeFrenchpaiity,  the  leader  of  whom 
^ils'Mv  Fl^cis  Marie,  proceeded  at  oace  ^to  New  York. 
-Th^'CMbasey 'Was,  however,  bootless  aa  appears  by  the  fol- 
loWit^  padsagQ  taken  from  a  long  manuscript  letter  upon 
^«  fmdi  other  imbjeets,addiessed  by  Mr.  Clinton  to  Colonel 
«d49inuMm  on  the fifihof  0<ttober >^*^ As tho oommaodant 
of  this  party  is  aTieiy  pretty  gentleman,  it  grieves  me  much 
'Hiat  I  eanU  smd  any  of  his  pe<^le  back  wil^  him,  as  it 
•migfa^'^be'  of  great  service  in  teoOmmending  him  to  the 
governor.  But  his  ietber  is  so  haughty,  and  indeed  ratlier 
-insolent,  tiiat  I  am  obliged  to  etick  on  punctilios.  His 
detaining  our  Christian  prisonera  from  ub  in  time  of  peace^ 
ib  not  right.    Yet  if  he  had  sent  one  or  two  of  the  Indians 

i,lUamQI9p^  letter  from  Peter  Van  Schaiok  to  Colonel  Johnaon, — written 
'  siihia  time,  while  a  priaoner  in  Ganada,*->begging  that  the  latter  would  use 
'  hia  earnest  efforts  to  ol 

sMM&iisoript  letter;' 
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back  in  room  of  the  five  of  his  I  sent,  something  might  chap. 
have  been  done.  But  the  poor  gentleman  must  go  backw^^ 
as  he  came,  and  thank  his  own  governor's  indiscretion  for  i^^^- 
putting  things  on  a  wrong  footing." 

Thus  matters  stood.until  the  end  of  the  year.  Nothing 
definite  was  arrived  at  in  relation  to  the  exchange ;  and 
althou^  there  were  no  active  hostilities,  yet  the  year 
closed,  leaving  all  parties  mutually  dissatisfied,  and  equally 
suspicious  of  the  designs  of  eadbi  other. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

1749—1750. 

The  exchange  of  pripoaers  still  continuiedto  be  the  sub- 

^jui^  ject  of  a  lengthy    corre^ondeoce   be^eeu  the.  royal 

^   governors.    The  Six  Nations  yet  retained  in  their  posses- 

1749.  sion  several  of  the  French,    uncertun — ^as  in  turn  they 

were  influenced  by  the  French  emissaries,  or  by  Colonel 

Johnson — ^to  which  of  the  governors  to  yield  them  up. 

To  the  Confederates  at  least,  the  final  disposition  of  their 

prisoners  was  a  subject  of  grave  consideration.    Should 

they  treat  directly  with  La  Galissoni&re,  they  were  fearful 

of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  Governor  Clinton ;   while 

on  the  other  hand,  should  they  yield  up  their  prisoners  to 

Colonel  Johnson,  they   feared  that  by  so  doing,  they 

would  lose  the  power  to  redeem  their  braves  from  their 

captivity. 

To  Colonel  Johnson  this  delicate  matter  of  effecting  a 
transfer  of  the  prisoners  into  his  hands,  was  entrusted ;  and 
after  considerable  negotiation,  rendered  necessary  by  their 
vascillating  course,  the  Mohawks  were  induced  to  yield 
up  twelve  of  their  prisoners.  This  transfer,  however,  was 
accompanied  by  a  request,  on  the  part  of  the  Mohawks, 
that  the  colonel  would  not  allow  the  Frenchmen  to  return 
home,  until  those  of  their  warriors,  who  yet  languished  in 
the  jail  at  Quebec,  should  be  brought  down  to  Crown 
Point,  and  delivered  into  his  hands.  The  success  of  his 
negotiations,  the  colonel  immediately  communicated  to 
Mr.  Clinton  in  a  letter,  which  the  latter  at  once  laid  before 
his  council  for  its  action.  Several  months  elapsed 
before  &rther  orders  touching  the  final  disposition  of  the 
prisoners  were  received  from  the  governor ;  during  which 
interval,  the  colonel  received  them  into  his  own  house, 
treating  them  with  much  kindness  and  consideration. 
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Meanwhile  the  Mohawks,  alw^tys  suspicious,  and  not  chap. 
understanding  the  delays  and  forms  of  diplomatic  inter- s-^^ 
course,  began  to  b^  tqpprehensive  lest  the  object  they  had  1749. 
in  delivering  up  their  prisoners  might  not  be  attained. 
The^e  apprehensions  were  likewise  increased  by  messages 
which  the  wily  La  Galissoni^re,  with  artfiil  tact,  continued 
to  send  to  the  Mohawks,  inviting  them  to  come  to  Quebec^ 
and  treat  in  person  for  their  braves.  This,  as  it  was 
designed^  only  increased  their  ill  temper,— conscious  that 
they  had  lost  the  power  to  do  this,  when  they  allowed  the 
Frenchmen  to  go  put  of  their  hands.  Their  discontejxtat 
first  manifested  itself  in  angry  Jooks  and  dfirk  hints,  until 
finally^  ui^equivooal  symptoms  showed  that  they  designed 
taking  the  matter  into  their  own  haijids,  by  wresting  back 
by  force  that  which  they  had  sp  unwillingly  granted.  So 
deeply  rooted  had  their  disaffection  become,  and  so  widely 
had.  it  spread,  that  the  colonel  himself  feared  that  even 
his  influence  would  not  much  longer  avail  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  prisoners*  In  this  strait,  he  at  once  wrote  to 
Mr.  Clinton,  stating  the  situation  of  aJSEairs  and  his  own 
fears.    The  governor  immediately  replied  as  follows : 

^'IfBtr  York  June  7, 1749. 
"Sir.  ' 

"I  have  the  fistvor  ot  yours  of  twenty-sixth  of  li^st 
month,  and  am  well  pledsed  willi  the  accounts  you  give  me 
of  youif  conduct  with  the  Indians.  You  may  assure  the 
Mohawks  tiiat  the  reason  of  my  not  sending  back  the 
French  prisoners  which  you  have  in  your  hands,  is  in 
order  to  secure  th^  return  of  their  people  who  are  prison- 
ers in  Canada,  and  that  their  people  shall  not  have  their 
liberty  on  any  conditions  but  that  of  tiie  liberty  of  the 
Indians  who  are  prisoners  in  Canada ;  that  all  these  me»- 
sages  from  the  governor  of  Canada  are  only  an  artifice  to 
draw  them  to  Canada  in  order  to  make  mean  and  shamefol 
submissions  to'  him  there.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  of 
their  people  making  such  a  shameful  step,  so  disgraceful  to 
their  nation,  you  must  endeavor  to  persuade  them  to  deliyer 
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^3^^-  the  remaining  prisoners  into  your  hands  that  they  may  be 
'-^v— 'kept  safe  till  the  liberty  of  the  Indians  be  secured.  And 
*  '  for  this  purpose,  if  you  have  any  apprehensions  that  the 
French  now  at  your  house  cannot  be  safely  kept  there, 
you  are  to  send  them  to  Albany  to  the  sheriff  there  to  be 
kept  in  jail  till  such  time  as  he  shaU  receive  my  orders 
for  their  liberty.  If  you  think  it  may  be  attended  with 
any  inconvenience  to  keep  the  French  in  prison  at  Albany, 
then  you  may  send  them  down  to  New  York  where  I  shaU 
take  care  to  have  them  secured. 

Inclosed  is  an  order  to  the  sheriff  to  receive  the  prisoners 
from  you,  and  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody. 

^^  But  as  the  Indians  are  frequently  very  humorsome, 
and  there  must  be  some  regard  had  to  it,  you  are  allowed 
to  take  some  latitude  in  the  execution  of  these  orders,  by 
delaying  the  full  execution  of  them,  till  yoti  inform  me  of 
any  inconvenience  which  you  may  apprehend  may  attend 
the  strict  observance  of  them.  I  iave  received  no  orders 
from  court  relating  to  the  liberty  of  prisoner,  and  I  delay 
sending  to  Canada  for  their  liberty  in  expectation  <rf 
receiving  such,  and  am, 

"  Sir,  Tour  very  humble  servant, 

"G.  Clinton," 

On  the  reception  of  this  letter  Colonel  Johnson  sum- 
moned both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  together,  and  used 
all  his  influence  to  divest  them  of  their  suspi^icNQs,  and  per* 
suade  them  to  leave  the  exchange  of  the  prisoners  entirely 
with  Mr.  Clinton.  In  this  h^  succeeded ;  but  only  after 
great  effort,  and  by  the  payment  to  the  Indians  oi  large 
sums  of  money  out  of  his  own  pursQ.  ^  The  Mohawks 
were  also  induced  at  the  same  time  to  deliver  up  to  him 
the  remainder  of  their  captives,  thus  increasiag  the  num- 
ber under  his  protection  to  nineteen. 

Scarcely  had  this  affair  been  amicably  arranged,  when 
another  difficulty  arose,  which  for  a  little  while  threat- 
ened to  mar  the  harmony  between  the  Indians  and  tlie 
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English.  This  time,  however,  the  trouble  had  its  origin  chap. 
in  the  indiscreet  conduct  of  a  few  whites.  It  seems  that  w,,^ 
some  traders  from  Albany  and  the  adjacent  settlements,  ^*^*®' 
in  going  their  yearly  rounds  among  the  different  cantons 
of  the  Confederacy,  had  taken  several  Indian  children  as 
pawns  or  pledges  for  the  payment  of  the  goods  sold  to  the 
parents.  Notwithstanding  the  latter  came  at  the  appoints 
ed  time  to  redeem  their  children,  the  traders  refiised  to 
deliver  them  up,-— designing  to  keep  them  as  security  for 
future  purchases.  The  chiefs  of  the  several  tribes,  justly 
indignant  at  this  breach  of  &ith,  came  in  a  body  to  Mount 
Johnson,  and  laid  their  grievances  before  the  colonel,  who 
thereupon  informed  Mr.  Clinton  of  these  feu^ts.  The  result 
was  a  proclamation  from  the  governor  directing  that  the 
children  should  at  opce  be  restored  to  their  honies.  Most 
of  the  traders  forthwith  obeyed,  but  a  few  were  obstinate 
and  refused  compliance.  The  French,  ever  ready  to  seize 
upon  anything  which  might  be  turned  to  their  advantage, 
used  this  circumstance  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
adducing  this  as  a  proof  that  the  English  wished  only  to 
reduce  them  to  slavery.  Finally,  however,  through  the 
exertions  of  the  colonel  all  the  children  were  restored  and 
the  wound  healed,  though  not  until  several  council 
fires  had  been  rekindled  and  many  belts  of  wampum 
exchanged. 

'^It  was  not  until  the  following  year  that  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners  was  effected.  During  the  interval 
Colonel  Johnson  was  chiefly  occupied  in  soothing  the 
temper  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  in  preventing  them  from 
committing  themselves  to  the  French.  This  was  not  an 
ea^  task.  The  Jesuit  priests  were  busy  among  them 
endeavoring  to  undermine  their  attachment  to  the  EngliBh ; 
for  notwithstanding  the  solemn  assurances  given  by  the 
Indians  that  these  emissaries  should  be  given  up,  a  few 
continued  to  reside  at  the  different  castles.  The  colo- 
nel, however,  was  not  discouraged.  Well  aware  of  the 
character  of  his  opponents  he  w^  not  satisfied    ^th 
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CHAP,  pursuing  merely  a  negative  policy,  but  Bet  himself 
v-v^  vigorously  to  work  to  thwart  the  machinations  going 
^^^^-  on  around  him.  He  therefore  labored  more  earnestly 
than  ever  to  strengthen  his  influence  over  the  Indians. 
At  times  I  find  him  taking  part  in  their  ceremonies  and 
condoling  with  them  upon  the  death  of  some  chief:  at 
another,  he  is  wearing  their  dress,  dancing  and  smoking 
their  pipes,  and  entering  with  seeming  zest  into  their 
games :  whil6  again  he  is  found  addressing  their  chiefs 
in  council,  and  instigating  an  incursion  upon  one  of  the 
French  settlements.  Yet  with  all  this  adaptation  to  their 
habits,  there  was  withal  a  certain  dignity  of  mien  which 
ever  commanded  respect,  and  secured  him  ficom  that 
familiarity  which  with  the  red,  as  well  as  with  the  white 
race,  always  breeds  contempt.^ 

The  energy  of  Colonel  Johnson — ^always  remarkable— 
was  perhaps  never  more  displayed  than  at  this  period  of 
his  life.  A  few  years  later  he  relinquished  business  and 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  service  of  the  crown.  At 
this  time,  however,  beside  the  duties  incident  to  the  care 
of  the  Indian  department,  he  was  assiduous  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  private  business  relations.  Numerous  letters 
to  his  agents  in  London,  filled  with  orders  for  goods,  are 
still  in  existence,  copies  of  which  were  filed  away  with 
that  accuracy  which  was  so  characteristic  of  him  during 
his  entire  life.  On  the  same  day  he  is  found  ordering 
from  London  lead  for  the  roof  of  his  house ;  dispatching 
a  load  of  goods  to  Oswego ;  bartering  with  the  Indians 
for  furs ;  and  writing  to  Governor  Clinton  at  length  on 
the  encroachments  of  the  French — doing  everything  with 
neatness  and  dispatch.  Yet  amid  all  the  cares  incident  to 
his  mercantile  business,  which  had  now  grown  very  exten- 

^  It  was  in  this  jear  that  Kalm,  tho  distinguished  Swedish  naturalist* 
▼isited  Mount  Johnson  bearing  a  letter  of  introduction  from  OadwaUader 
Golden.  Johnson  received  his  yisitor  with  warm  and  courtlj  hospitaUty, 
and  on  his  departure  gave  him  a  letter  to  Captain  Lindesay  at  Oswego  and  fur- 
nished him  i^itl^  a  guide  to  Niagara.  Kalm  wrote  to  Johnson  from  Oswego 
thanking  him  warmly  for  his  kindness. 
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sive,  he  still  retained  his  contract  for  supplying  the  garri-  chap. 
son  at  Oswego ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  superintended  w^ 
the  militia,  attended  to  the  affairs  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  1749. 
as  "ranger  of  the  woods"  for  Albany  county — an  office 
conferred  on  him  by  Mr.  Clinton — kept  a  diligent  watch 
upon  those  who  were  disposed  to  cut  down  and  carry  off 
by  stealth  the  king's  timber. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  however,  that  with  all  this 
energy,  it  required  great  tact  to  maintain  an  ascend- 
ency over  the  Iroquois.  Any  one  other  than  Johnson 
would  have  failed;  nor  was  it  an  ordinary  mind  that 
could  so  successfiilly  baffle  the  whole  power  and  influ- 
ence of  La  Galissoni^re  and  his  wily  priests.  Indeed 
had  it  not  been  for  his  influence,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
the  Six  Nations  at  this  period  could  have  withstood  the 
seductive  allurements  of  the  French.  By  every  appliance 
in  their  power  the  latter  strove  to  shake  their  confidence  in 
the  English — ^by  presents ;  by  the  influence  of  priests ; 
by  stories  circulated  among  them  of  English  treachery ; 
by  stirring  up  petty  jealousies, — ^in  short  nothing  which 
cunning  or  strategy  could  devise  was  neglected.  Yet  all 
these  arts,  through  the  vigilance  of  the  colonel,  signally 
failed;  and  the  Iroquois  still  continued  the  firm  allies  of 
the  English  crown. 

The  autumn  of  this  year  was  marked  by  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  in  ISTova  Scotia,  which  were  soon 
to  plunge  the  colonies  into  another  bloody  and  disastrous 
war.  La  Jonqui^re,  the  successor  of  Galissoni^re,  had 
watched  the  English  settlement  at  Halifax  with  consider- 
able solicitude ;  and  in  November,  he  dispatched  a  party 
of  the  St.  John  and  River  Indians  against  Minas,  with  no 
other  effect  however,  than  the  killing  and  capturing  of 
eighteen  men.  At  the  same  time,  La  Corne,  a  bloody  and 
desperate  soldier  of  fortune,  was  ordered  to  the  isthmus 
of  the  peninsula,  which  position  he  occupied  during  the 
winter,  making  his  head-quarters  at  the  village  of  Chieg- 
necto. 
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c^.  Anxious  to  dislodge  these  intruders,  ComwaUis,  the 
^-v— '  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  sent  Major  Lawrence  in  April 
1760.  ^th  a  force  of  four  hundred  regulars  and  rangers  upon 
this  service.  Scarcely  had  the  fleet  appeared  in  sights 
when  La  Corne  burned  the  town,  and,  retreating  across 
the  river  with  the  inhabitants,  planted  upon  its  dykes  the 
lilies  of  France.  This  position  was  too  strong  to  be 
attacked  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Major  Lawrence, 
after  holding  an  interview  with  the  French,  commander,  in 
which  the  latter  avowed  his  intention  to  defend  himself 
to  the  last  extremity,  turned  the  prows  of  his  vessels 
toward  Halifax,  A  swift  vessel  conveyed  the  intelligence 
0f  this  event  to  the  parent  government,  and  simultane- 
ously a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  the  colonies  of  I^ew 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  to  inform  them  ^'  of  the 
audacioxis  proceedings  of  the  Fr^ich,  and  to  invite  them 
to  join  in  punishing  La  Corne  as  a  public  incendiary.''^ 

England,  however,  reaped,  in  the  lukewarm  reception 
of  these  tidings  by  the  New  England  colonies,  the  first 
fruits  of  her  pusillanimous  surrender  of  Cape  Breton. 
Those  colonies  already  saw  the  folly  of  spending  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  in  aid  of  a  government  which  had 
skown  itself  so  inoapable  of  profiting  by  their  victories, 
and  consequently  they  took  no  measures  for  the  defense 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Li  midsummer  another  expedition  was 
planned  at  Halifax  to  retake  Chiegnecto.  The  attack  was 
Buccessfij,  though  several  of  the  English  were  killed ;  and 
thus  was  the  first  blood  shed  of  that  sanguinary  contest, 
which  was  soon  to  involve  the  continents  of  the  old  and 
new  world  in  such  long  and  deadly  strife.* 

In  May  of  this  year}  Colonel  Johnson  took  his  first  step 
toward  the  prominent  and  influential  position  which  he 
was  destined  to  occupy  in  later  years.  This  was  no  less 
than  his  appointment  by  the  crown  to  a  seat  in  his  majesty's 
council  for  the  province  of  New  York  in  the  room  of 

1  Bancroft. 
>Mmoi. 
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Philip  Livingston  deceased.^    A  new  phase  of  life  was  chap- 
now  to  open  upon  him,    in  which  a  wider  scope  wasw^^-/ 
to  be  given  to  his  peculiar  and  extraordinary   talents,  ^''*^' 
Hitherto^  although  he  had   been  appointed  in  1748  to 
the  command    of  the  New  York  colonial  troops  with 
the    commission    of   colonel,  yet  he  still    occupied  the 
position  of   a  private  citizen,  fast  rising,  nevertheless, 
in  influence,    by  a  steady    attention  to   his    business. 
Henceforward  he  is  no  longer  a  citizen,  but  a  public  man. 
From  a  trader  in  furs,  daily  bartering  for  pelts  in  a  country 
store,  he  is  soon  .to  become  the  most  prominent  man  in  his 
majesty's  colonies. 

To  Johnson,  this  appointment,  though  unsought,  was 
by  no  means  a  surprise.  Mr.  Catherwood,  in  April  of  this 
year,  had  written  him  from  London,  stating  that  Governor 
Clinton  had  recommended  and  urged  his  appointment  to 
the  council'  in  place  of  Colonel  Moore ; — "  I  urged  your 
appointment ;"  Mr.  Catherwood  writes, "  to  be  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  as  you  seemed  desirous  to  take  place 
next  to  Mr.  Holland;  but  Sir  Peter  Warren  secretly 
asked  it  as  a  favor  to  place  you  before  Mr.  Holland,  which 
was  not  your  own  desire,  nor  do  I  think  it  just,  where- 
fore I  have  been  under  a  necessity  of  praying  that  Mr. 
HoUand  may  take  place  according  to  his  appointment  at 
New  York."  Although  Mr.  Clinton's  recommendation 
undoubtedly  arose  in  part  from  a  personal  attachment  and 
a  desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  young  friend,  yet 
selfish  considerations  entered  into  it  in  a  large  measure. 
The  faction  in  the  assembly,  &r  from  growing  weaker  by 
frequent  dissolutions,  had,  under  the  lead  of  the  chief 
justice,  waxed  more  powerfiil,  until  the  executive  was  fast 
verging  into  a  subordinate  position.  The  governor,  secure 
in  the  friendship  of  Johnson,  hoped  by  this  measure  to 
bind  the  latter  still  more  firmly  to  his  interests  and  thus 

1  Mr.  Dunlop  in  his  History  of  N«w  York,  makes  the  date  of  Johnson's 
appointment  to  the  eeunoil  two  years  later.  This  is  inoorreot.  Johnson,  it 
is  true,  was  not  swem  ia  tiU  Um  next  year. 
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CHAP,  strengthen  his  own  hands  at  the  council  board.^    Still  Mr. 

s-y-^  Clinton,  though  an  unlettered  man,  possessed  considerable 

1760.  sagacity,  and  had  he  not  seen  in  the  colonel  the  promise  of 

ability  which  would  be  of  service  to  the  crown,  he  would 

not  have  recommended  him  for  this  important  position 

merely  to  sustain  his  ov^ti  interests.* 

Meanwhile  the  wranglings  between  the  governor  and 
his  assembly  continued.  The  former,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, rather  than  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  fection,  had  in 
great  wrath  prorogued  that  body  in  1748 ;  and  by  succes- 
sive prorogations,  he  had  prevented  it  from  sitting  for 
nearly  two  years,  until  the  affitirsof  the  colony,  from  lack 
of  funds,  were  now  in  an  alarming  condition.  The  exe- 
cutive during  this  entire  period,  had  been  wholly  destitute 
of  money  with  which  to  carry  on  the  government.  The 
post  at  Oswego  was  in  danger  of  being  given  up,  from  its 
garrison  having  threatened  to  disband  through  lack  of  pay ; 
and  the  pubhc  credit^  by  means  of  which  funds  had  been 
obtained  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  was  nearly  if  not 
quite  exhausted.  In  this  critical  juncture,  the  governor 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  longer  delay  calling  his  legis- 
lature together.  He  therefore  declared  his  old  assembly 
dissolved  on  the  twenty-first  of  July,  and  issued  writs  for 
a  new  one  returnable  on  the  fourth  of  September.  In  his 
opening  speech  to  the  house,  Mr.  Clinton  recommended 
that  immediate  provision  should  be  made  for  meeting  the 
arrearages  of  the  pay  now  long  due  to  the  garrison  at 
Oswego,  and  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  meeting  and  eon- 

1  Th^B  in  a  letter  from  Catherwood  to  Jolmsoii  in  May  of  this  year  inform- 
ing him  of  his  appointment,  the  former  writes  ;— "I  have  the  pleasure  to 
tell  you  that  you  are  appointed  a  councillor  for  the  province  of  New  York 
pursuant  to  his  excellency's  recommendation,  and  as  he  is  very  ready  upon 
all  occasions  to  oblige  his  friends,  I  hope  nothing  will  move  you  to  drop  your 
attachment  inviolable  to  him;  but  that  you  will  try  now  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  to  serve  him  and  yourself  with  the  assembly." 

>Ia  the  same  way,  Governor  Fletcher  had  raised  Schuyler  to  the  coun- 
cil board,  on  account  of  his  like  judicious  Indian  seryioe. 
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gratulating  the  Indiana  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace,  chap. 
He  informed  it  of  the  rapid  advances  the  French  were^-.,^-' 
making  in  the  affections  of  the  Confederates,  and  the 
urgent  necessity  there  tvas  for  making  larger  presents  to 
the  Indians  if  these  advances  were  to  be  successfully  met. 
He  then  urged  it  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  government  officers  long  since  due ;  and  concluded  by 
reminding  it  of  the  colony's  debt  to  Colonel  Johnson  still 
unpaid.  The  assembly  responded  to  this  address  by 
immediately  voting  the  sum  of  800  pounds  for  presents  to 
the  Indians ;  and  by  passing  two  acts — one  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  colony,  and  the  other  for  the 
payment  of  the  government  salaries.  It  also  allowed  the 
sum  of  .£686 II5.  to  Mr.  Johnson,  for  provisions  supplied 
by  him  to  the  militia  and  regular  troops  posted  at  Oswego 
during  the  previous  year  from  September  1748  to  1761. 
To  these  acts  the  governor  gave  his  consent,  although 
they  were  all  passed  in  the  same  irregular  manner  as  former- 
ly, and  in  such  a  way  as  to  encroach  upon  the  prerogative. 
Still  Mr.  Clinton  dared  not  refuse  his  assent,  dreading 
lest  his  refusal  should  cause  the  loss  of  the  post  at  Oswego, 
which  on  account  of  its  trade  with  the  Indians  would  have 
been  equivalent  to  the  loss  of  the  friendship  of  the  Six 
Nations.^  The  assembly  shortly  after  the  passage  of  these 
acts  was  prorogued  to  the  second  day  of  the  following  April. 
It  will  be  noticed,  however,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  <£686  lis.  allowed  for  provisioning  the  Oswego 
garrison  the  assembly  during  their  session  never  once  alluded 
to  the  debt  now  so  long  due  Colonel  Johnson.  So  cautious 
was  the  assembly,  as  we  have  already  seen,  of  doing  any- 
thing which  could  be  construed  into  yielding  to  the  wishes 
of  the  governor,  that  it  was  led  into  an  act  of  great  injust- 
ice, not  to  say  ingratitude,  in  thus  allowing  this  claim  to 
pass  unrecognized.  Especially  was  this  the  case,  since  the 
greater  part  of  the  debt  was  not  for  services  rendered, 

1  Governor  Clinton  to  the  board  of  trade,  published  in  Ji,  7*.   Col.   Doe.^ 
▼ol.  yi. 
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CHAP,  but  for  private  advances  made  in  treating  with  the  Indians, 
wy-/  and  in  the  defense  of  the  frontiers.  It  was  in  vain  that 
1760.  f^p  nearly  three  years  Governor  Clinton  in  turn  entreated 
and  besought.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  he  represented 
the  injustice  of  allowing  Johnson's  services  to  be  so  poorly 
requited,  to  say  nothing  of  the  moneys  advanced  by  him 
from  his  own  funds  for  the  protection  of  the  colony.  The 
assembly,  instigated  by  the  De  Lancey  fSaction,  were  stub- 
born and  would  not  yield.  There  was  also  another  influ- 
ence at  work,  which  to  a  great  extent  was  the  cause  of 
this  injustice.  It  will  be  remembered  that  previous  to 
the  colonel  assuming  the  supervision  of  the  8iz  Nations, 
their  affairs  had  for  a  long  time  been  entrusted  to  a  board 
of  commissioners  at  Albany.  The  commissioners  were 
mostly  Dutch ;  and  in  the  love  of  gain  so  characteristic  of 
that  nation,  they  had  used  their  office  chiefly  to  monopo- 
lize the  Indian  trade,  and  thus  make  it  a  source  of  great 
private  profit  Having  finally  through  their  grasping  dis- 
position, lost  all  influence  over  the  Indians,  the  governor 
committed  the  whole  management  of  Indian  aflfairs  to  Mr. 
Johnson.  The  conamissioners  inflamed  with  resentment 
at  the  loss  of  authority  which  they  had  so  long  held,  and 
the  consequent  loss  of  their  trade — ^no  inconsiderable 
source  of  emolument,— joined  the  faction  against  Clinton. 
Instigated  by  petty  jealousy  of  the  man  by  whom  they 
had  been  supplanted,  they  used  every  artifice  to  prevent 
his  claims  from  being  recognized-^  Various  were  the 
expedients  resorted  to  by  the  assembly  for  deferring  action 
upon  this  matter,  many  of  them  frivolous,  all  of  them 
contemptible.  Sometimes  it  was  by  directing  that  pay- 
ments should  be  made  out  of  funds  which  it  well  knew 
were  exhausted ;  and  again  it  was  by  cutting  down  his 
accounts,  without  assigning  any  reaaon  for  so  doing.'  It 
even  charged  him  with  peculation,  and  accused  him  of 
bringing  in  bills  for  provisions  for  the  Oswego  garrison 

1  Manuscript  letter ;  Doctor  CadwalUder  Golden  to  Colonel  Jolinson. 
*Mftna8oript  letter;  Colonel  Johnson  to  Qovernor  Clinton. 
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which  were  never  sent.    To  such  a  length  did  the  spirit  of  chap. 
faction  lead.^    Colonel  Johnson  was  thus  placed  in  an  ex- v-v-^ 
ceedingly  embarrassing  position.    For  nearly  three  years  ^^^• 
past  he  had  himself  advanced  almost  all  the  money  needed 
for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  and  for  treating  with  the 
Indians,  until  there  Was  now  due  him  the  sum  of  £2000. 
Fearing  therefore  that  his  private  fortune  would  be  ruined 
should  this  draft  upon  his  funds  continue,  and  there  being 
no  prospect  of  having  his  claims  and  services  recognized, 
he  sent  in  to  the  council  his  resignation  as  superintendent  of   ' 
Indian  affairs,'-— dispatching,  at  the  same  time,  belts  to  the 
different  Indian  castles  informing  them  that  he  no  longer 
had  the  charge  of '  their  afibirs.    To  Governor  Clinton  this 
step  was  not  entirely  unexpected,  but  among  the  Oonfede- 
rates  the  announcement,  as  was  natural,  carried'  surprise 
and  consternation ;  so  much  so  that  that  they  made  it  the 
subject  of  a  special  belt  at  the  next  council,  held  at  Albany 
the  following  summer.* 

>  tfaaiucripi  leiUr ;  Bftvid  Joaes  {U  Ihit  ttane  apetker  of  tli#  house),  to 
Colonel  JphsxaoM. 

*  Colonel  Johnson  to  GoTemor  Clinton. 

■It  18  true  that  Cadwallader  Colden  in  a  letter  to  Gorernor  Clinton  (pnV 
llahodiniiieiV:  T,  CoL  /»•«.  Ti,  189)  Mens  to  hint  that  this>  action  on  th« 
partof  Johnsoa,  W4s  nne^peoted ;  yet-in  a  mannsonpt  letter  heforo  me  from 
the  latter  to  Mr.  Clinton,  hfi  clearly  notices  the  goTemor  that  ho  will  not  ad- 
vance money  longer  an4  must  soon  resign.  In  the  course  of  this  letter,  after 
suggesting  that  Colonel  Lydius  should  be  appointed  in  his  place,  and  giying 
liome  information  in  relation  to  the  Inffians,  Johilson  adds,  ''as  this  Is  per- 
haps the  laflt  itea  of  Indiiuk  news  I  shall  over  have  occasion  t^  taroableyour 
oxoeUenoy  with,  I  should  he  Tory  glad  if  it  were  made  the  beotuse  of."  Jfk 
another  letter  to  OoTomor  Clinton,  also,  Johnson  writes,  **  there  will  be 
some  expense  attending  my  resignation  which  I  think  should  not  be  borne 
by  me.''  Mr.  Colden  mnst  therefore  be  mistaken. 
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CHAPTERXI, 
,  1760—1751. 

^jg^^     Peace  had  once  more  spread  her  winga  over  the  Ameri- 
^   can  Coloniea,    The  fanner,  haugmg  hia  trusty  rifle  over  the 

1760.  flreplace,  could  again  sow  his  fields  without  fear  of  the 
whistling  bullet  or  the  reeking  tomahawks  The  little 
child,  clinging  no  longer  to  its  mother's  breast  in  frantio 
terror  as  the  savage  warwhoop  w^bo^ne  past  ou  the  mid- 
night air,  slun^bered  peacefullj  in  its  cradle.  And  the 
plowmaUy  as  he  trudged  home  at  nightfall  from  a  weaiy 
day's  work,  looked  forward  to  the  greetings  of  his  wife  and 
children,  rather  than  a  lonely  and  desolated  hearth. 

The  treaty  of  Aix  La  Chapelle,  however,  was  received 
by  the  colonies'  with  less  satisfaction  than  might  have  been 
anticipated,  from  the  termination  of  the  bloody  war, 
which  had  for  so.  long  a  period  desolated  her  frontiers. 
Sy  this  treftfcy-^-a  treafy  which  has  been  jnatly  character- 
ised, as  ^Uhe  most  inglorious  and  impolitic  compact  to 
which  Britain  had  acceded  since  the  revolution  of 
1688" — ^it  was  agreed  that  all  conqtuests  which  had  been 
obtained  by  either  side,  should  be  restored.^,  In  accord- 
ance with  this  agreement,  England  surrendered  Oi^ 
Breton  to  France,  receiving  in  return  only  a  slight  advan- 
tage toward  the  preservation  of  that  mythical  idea — ^the 
balance  of  power.^    After  an  imwen^e  expenditure  of 

^The  basis  of  the  treaty,  as  between  England,  France  and  Spain,  was  a 
mutual  release  of  aU  prisoners  without  ransom,  and  a  restoration  of  aU 
conquests.  Silesia  was  secured  to  Frederick,  and  the  hereditary  domin- 
ions of  the  empress  queen  were  guarantied  to  her  according  to  the  Prag- 
matic Sanction.  With  this  restoration  of  conquests,  the  American  colonists 
had  the  mortil^eation  to  see  Cape  Breton,  with  the  fortress  of  Louisburg, 
surrendered  back  to  France  as  an  equiyalent  for  the  towns  in  Flanders 
taken  by  the  French  from  ^e  Oermans,  her  aUies.    England,  moreoTer, 
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money ;  and  after  a  bloo^  and  disastrons  war,  Eng-  ckak 
land  came  from  the  eonvooation  at  Aix  La  Chapelle,  in  the  w^^ 
^es  of  every  true  hearted  Engliihman,  hamhled  and  ^7^- 
abased.  The  news  of  the  peace  was  received  by  New 
England,  with  even  stronger  feelings  of  indignatiosi  than 
by  her  sister  colonies.  8he  felt  that  Gape  Breton — ^for 
the  capture  of  which  she  expended  so  mncb  blood  and 
treasure^-^had  be^n  sacrificed  merely  to  gratify  and 
sustain  the  selfish  policy  of  the  mother  countty.  The 
private  correspondence  of  this  period — ^the  surest  teit^  per^ 
haps,  of  the  real  state  of  publiic  opinion  in  any  age--- 
teems  with  the  strong  feelings  of  men,  who  feel  diat  they 
have  been  duped.  Especially  was  this  indignation  preva. 
lent  among  those  who  had  served  against  the  French ;  and 
who  after  receiving  so  many  sears  in  defence  of  Snglish 
honor,  saw  it  now  sullied  and  disgraced*^ 

But  though  the  peace  between  England  and  France  ww 
now  formally  consummated,  it  required  no  prophetic 
vision  to  foresee,  that  in  a  short  time,  it  would  be  a  peace 
only  in  name.  In  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  no  in^ition 
whateVei*  was  ubiade  of  the  French  enc|toadimen<tB  upon 
tiie  territory  of  tiie  Irdquois,  although  the  first  care  of 
England  should  hiive  beien,  to  insist  upon  the  removal  of 
Fort  Frederick  at  OroWn  Point.  The  boundaries  between 
the  English  and  French  possessions,  along  the  rivers 
Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  limits  even  of  Nova 
Scotia,  one  of  the  original  causes  of  the  war,  were  left 
entirely  undetertnined ;  it  being  tacitly  understood,  that 

the  boundaries  should  remain  as  they  were  before  the  war.' 

I     -  —   .  ♦■  ■    . 

hftd  gtooped  to  sencl  two  hostages,  persons  of  rank,  to  remain  in  France, 
as  a  pledge  for  this  restoration/ — Smollett ;  see  also  Oraharne, 

1  In  a  mantiseript  letter  to  Colonel  Jolmson,  from  aki  oiBeer  who 
had  left  the'  walks  of  priTaCe  life  Ibr  the  anny,  oocnrs  the  following 
passage.  '*  Noihing  wouldgiye  me  more  pleasvre  than  to  have  the  honor  to 
serre  his  mi^esty,  but  betioTe  me  if  OTer  I  get  into  a  good  way  of  life 
agaid  I  shaU  be  very  eaotions  how  I  quit  it." 

'  Commiseiolwrs,  it  is  true*  were  appointed  to  settle  these  bonndaries, 
but  their  proceedings  wer«  oonduoted  with  such  asperity,  as  rendered  their 
proceedings  a  mere  farce. 
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CHAT.  When  these  limits  were  so  indefinite  as  to  occasion  the 

MM 

s-vw  dispnte^  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  would  give 
l^^»  no  more  trouble,  now  that  the  dispute  was  brought  to  a 
dose  bj  a  hollow  peace.  The  result  is  readily  seen.  Each 
government  hastened  to  occupy  as  much  land  as  possible 
in  advance  of  the  other ;  and  the  formation  of  the  Ohio 
company,  with  a  grant  from  the  crown  of  six  hundred 
thousand  acres^  determined  France  to  push  forward  with 
greater  alacrity  the  bold  design  which  she  had  formed  as 
early  as  1731,  in  erecting  Fort  Frederick  on  Lake  Cham* 
]^ain.  This  was  no  less  than  the  connecting  the  Bt  Law- 
rence with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  a  chain  of  forts  along 
that  river  ito  Detroit,  and  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi. 
Li  accord«nce  with  this  project,  La  Gkdissoni^re,  in  1749, 
deputed  Oeloron  de  Bienville  to  occupy  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio ;  and  that  officer^  pursuing  his  instructions,  proceeded 
down  Hue  Ohio  in  a  canoe,  burying,  at  the  mouth  of  eveiy 
large  creek  a^  plate  of  lead,  with  the  inBcrlpt]x>n,  that  from 
the  r|se  of  the  Ohio  to  its  mouth,  the  country  belonged  to 
Fra&CQ4^ 

I  But  ibfi  French  government,  well  ^ware  that  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Ohio,  would  lose  much  of  its  value,  so  long 
asr  a  free  .communication  was  open  to  the  New  England 
cok>nies,  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  gaining  the  Lx>quoiB 
as  allies,  and  thus  interpose  a  formidable  barrier  against 
the  deedgns  of  the  Bngliah. 

Li  pursuance  of  this  project,, Rev.  Abb^  Picquet,  aided 
by  the  French  government,  established^  in  1749,  a  mission 
school. on  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oswegat- 
chie  river,  called  La  Presentation.* 

Francis  Picquet,  the  founder  of  this  mission,  was  a  man 
peculiarly  formed  for  thas  undertaking.  A  zealous  priest 
and  a  staunch  soldier,  the  crozier  and  the  sword  were  to 
him  alike  familiar.    On  several  occasions,  he  had  accom- 

■  -  ■■  ,A,  ■  ll        M«  —  —      ■     II  III.  1. 

>  Paris  Doo.  x.  9 — **  Within  a  few  years,  one  of  th«se  plates,  with  the 
insorlption  partially  elFaoed,  has  been  found  near  the  mouth  of  the  M u* 
kittgum.*'    North  Amerie9M  Review  for  July,  1889i 

*  Ogdensburgh. 
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panied  the  Indiane  in  their  inbtirsions  npon  the  English  chap. 
settlements;  and  was  with  the  party  that  destroyed  thow^w 
fort  at  Saratoga,  alnd  the  Lydius  mills.*    His  keen  mind  i^^* 
had  early  foreseen  the  war  which  was  to  rage  so  fiercely 
between  his  nation  and  the  English;  and  he  had  long 
urged  the  policy  of  receiving  the  Six  Nations  as  allies. 
When  therefore  the  necessity  wits  seen  of  cultivating  the 
fnendship  of  the  latter,  as  a  st^p    toward  the  secure 
possession  of  the  west,  the  pmposition  of  Picquet  to  La 
Galitooniire,  to  establish  a  mission  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Sii  Nations,  was  readily  accepted.* 

The  site  chosen  by  Picquet  for  the  mission,  evinced 
his  sagacity.'  Situated  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  between 
Oswego  and  Montreal,  the  passage  of  the  English 
into  Canada  by  this  route  could  readily  be  intercepted. 
Its  proximity  to  Lake  Ontario  served  to  aid  and  protect 
the  posts  whicb  had  already  been  erected  on  that  lake  by 
the  French ;  while  its  fine  harbof  afforded  a  secure  shelter, 
fof  the  bateaux  that  passed  up  the  St.  Lawrence  from 
Montreal  with  supplies  for  the  ij^rench  traders  at  the 
different  posts  on  the  take.  The  establishment  of  this 
mission,  Was  the  occasion  of  much  solicitude  on  the  part 
of  the  colonies;  whil6  its  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  was  exceedingly  dreaded  by  Colonel  Jonhson.^ 
These  apprehensionB  were  not  unfounded,  for  in  the  next 
war  La  Presentation  formed  a  rendezvous,  from  which 
scalping  parties  'were  fitted  out ;  and  which  committed 
such  depredations  along  the  New  York  frontier  and  the 

iportBdwufd. 

*Pieqiiet  WM  eftUed  hjfh%  Ihenoli  "the  ApostU  of  th«  Iroqaoig;'*  hj 
ih^  BngUsh  <*  the  Jesuit  clt  the  west" 

•  It  is  true  that  In  an  Moonnt  of  the  wur  from  1749^1760,  publiehed  nnder 
the  direotion  of  the  Qnebee  Hist.  Soe.  in  1886,  an  anonymous  writer  calls 
La  Presentation,  Picqiiet's  FoUj  ;  bat  the  writer  etidently  bears  such  a 
personal  enmity  against  Pioquel/  that  his  anthority,  on  this  point,  is  of  no 
Talue. 

^Manoscript  oorrespondence  between  Cdlonel  Johnson  and  Bfr.  Clinton. 
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oa4p«  Mohawk  river,  as  to  lead  General  Gage  ta  destroy  the 

wv-*  place  in  1757.* 

1760,  ^Wlile  the  French  were  thne  vigarously  at  work  in  the 
north  and  west,  they  were  not  less  active  in  the  sonth. 
Ab  by  the  late  treaty,  there  was  no  pretense  for  active 
hostilities,  the  policy  of  the  French  was  now,  to  stir  up 
dissensions  among  the  different  tribes  friendly  to  the 
English.  By  fomenting  an^mopities  between  the  Indians, 
and  causing  them  to  prey  upon  each  other,  they  hoped 
finally  to  compass  their  utter  anihilatioD,  and  thus  deprive 
their  ancient  enemy  of  the  aid  and  support  of  it& 
dusky  allies--a  diabolical  plan,  well  worthy  of  the  time 
of  Kero,  but  scarcely  to  be  credited  of  the  civilization  of 
the  eighteenth  century!  While,  therefore,  <Ficqnet  was 
exertpg  his  influence  upon  the  Six  Nations  from  La  Pre- 
sentation, on  the.  St«  L^wrewie,.  Jiean  Ccaur  was  sent  to  the 
tribes  bonderUig  on  the  Ohio  and  MissiBsippi  rivers.  The 
indomitable  perseverenee  of  these  emissaries,;  was  for  the 
time  but  too  saccessful.  Through  their  influenpe-^-obtained 
by  tiie  lavish  ue^  lOf  pEeBen,tsr-the  minds  of  the,  Siz 
Nations,  and.iiiew  of  the*  western  tribes,  .became  greatly 
inflamed  against  tiie  Oatawbas,}  a  smaU  tribe  dep^oding 
ddefly  upon  Yirgiiua,  and  residing  priQcipally  in  the 
CaroUnas;  and  they  were  again,  ifi  violation  of  their 
promises  to  Governor  Clinto^i.preparing  for  a  devastating 
war  npon  that  people.' 

Ever  alive  to  the  interests  of,  the  crown,  Johnson,  early 
in  the  previous  year,  had  written  to  Clinton;  informing 
him  of  the  growing  ill  feeling  of  the  Confederates  against 
the  Catawbas ;  and  had  advised  the  holding  of,  a  council, 
at  some  place  whe«6  the  Confederates  and  the  Catawbas 
could  meet,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace«^    At  about 

'^Hittory  of  St,  Lawrmu  and  Franldm  Ccuntiet^  ^j  Fxanklin  B.  Hough. 

>  Manuscript  «orre8pon4enee  betireon  Johnson  and  Clinton. 

*  As  finr  back  m  the  year  1740,  it  will  bf  remembered,  there  had  been  a 
feud  elisting  between  the  Catawbas  and  the  Six  Nations.  It  had,  howeyer* 
beo(UM  aUttosfe  extinct  until  it  was  remed  with  %  thousand  fold  more 
intensity  by  Pioquet  and  Cceur. 
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the  same  time,  GoTemor  Clinton  was  also  informed  by  a  oo^. 
letter  from  Governor  Glen  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  wv—* 
Senecas  had  made  several  attacks  npon  the  Catawbas,  ^^^ 
which  threatened  to  produce  veiy  serious  disturbance, 
Mr.  Glen  farther  wrote,  that  the  northern  Indians  made 
the  war  upon  this  tribe  an  excuse  for  plundering  and  Mllr 
ing  the  negroes  and  whites ;  and  that  unless  these  inroad^ 
were  stopped,  he  would  be  obliged  to  ofter  a  reward  for 
every  northern  Indian,  who  might  be  killed  within  the 
settlement.^ 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  nipping  in  the  bud  a  mat- 
ter which  threatened  to  involve  the  colonies  in  such  serious 
complications,  Governor  Clinton  determined  to  act  upon 
the  suggestions  of  Colonel  Johnson,  and  summon  a  coun- 
cil. In  view,  however,  of  the  active  efforts  which  the 
French  were  making,  to  Wean  the  different  Indian  nations 
throughout  the  coimtry,  from  their  old  alliance,  he  deter- 
mined to  have  the  ends  of  the  council  take  a  wider  scope ; 
and  have  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  colo- 
nies, at  which  some  plan  of  union  might  be  adopted,  to 
retain  in  the  British  interest,  all  those  Indianis  who  were 
originally  included  in  the  covenant  chain.  He  therefore 
wrote  to  the  several  governors,  requesting  that  they  would 
express  their  views  freely  upon  this  subject;  and  that  if 
the  project  struck  them  fiavorably,  they  would  appoint 
delegates  to  meet  in  June  of  the  next  year.  All  the 
governors,  with  the  exception  of  the  governor  of  Virginia 
who  did  not  vouchsafe  any  reply,  responded  favorably. 
Those  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  South  Carolina, 
were,  however,  the  only  ones  who  entered  heartily  into 
the  plan.  The  governors  of  New  Hampshire  and  Penn- 
sylvania wrote,  that  they  were,  fiEtvprably  impressed  with 
Ihe  idea,  but  that  their  assemblies  were  not  disposed  to 
vote  money  enough  to  furnish  their  delegates  with  presents 
for  the  Indians ;  while  the  other  governors,  likewise  ham- 
pered by  their  assemblies,  were  still  more  lukewarm,  and 
still  less  disposed  to  enter  into  the  arrangement. 

1  QoTernor  Glea  to  GoTernor  Cllnton,  7th  July,  1750. 
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CHAP.  Notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  Gk)yemor 
s..^.^  Clinton  announced  his  intention  of  meeting  the  Six 
1750.  Nations  at  Albany  the  following  year,  and  so  informed 
Colonel  Johnson.  The  latter  immediately  summoned 
both  of  the  Mohawk  castles  together,  and  in  a  speech, 
informed  the  Indians  of  the  governor's  intention  of  meet- 
ing them  in  council,  the  following  year  at  Albany.  The 
object  of  the  council,  he  told  them,  was  to  affi[>rdthe  Sir 
Nations  the  opportunity  of  making  a  peace  with  the 
Catawbas,  with  whom  they  had  been  at  war  for  some  time. 
He  represented  to  them,  how  wrong  it  was  to  war  against 
a  tribe  that  they  had  agreed  to  be  at  peace  with,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1740 ;  and  closed  with  a  request,  that  they 
would  choose  their  delegates  to  represent  them  in  the 
approaching  council.  The  Mohawks,  in  the  name  of  the 
Confederacy,  replied,  that  they  would  consent  to  a  treaty, 
provided  that  the  Catawbas  would  send  six  of  their 
sachems  to  meet  and  confer  with  their  chiefs  at  Albany.* 
Shortly  after  this  preliminary  conference,  Thomas  Lee, 
president  of  the  council  in  Virginia,  sent  a  message  to 
the  Six  Nations,  desiring  them  to  meet  the  Catawbas  in 
Fredricksburgh,  and  receive  the  presents,  which  the 
governor  of  Vir^nia,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  desired 
to  give  them.  The  Six  iTations,  however,  feeling  that 
they  were  the  aggrieved  party,  thought  the  Catawbas  ought, 
instead,  to  come  and  meet  them ;  and  in  their  answer, 
desired  the  governor  of  Virginia  **to  move  his  council  fire 
to  Albany,  where  they  would  gladly  hear  him,  and  receive 
the  presents  sent  by  his  majesty." 

1761.      The  preliminary  conferences  opened  on  the  twenty- 
"■■    '      ■■■'    -.1.   , ,      II      I     ....11     I   ■     it ■».. 

I  In  the  treaty  of  Lanoaater,  in  1744,  between  the  proTinoeeof  MexTland 
and  Virginia  and  the  Six  Nations,  oocara  this  pi^ssage,  qK>1(en  bj  a  saohem 
of  the  Six  Nations :  **  Tou  charge  us  with  not  acting  according  to  our  peace 
with  the  Catawbas.  We  will  repeat  to  you  truly  what  was  done.  The 
goTemor  of  New  York,  at  Albany,  gaye  us  several  belts  of  wampum  from 
the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas,  and  we  agreed  to  a  peace,  if  those  nations 
would  send  some  of  their  great  men  to  us  to  confinn  it  face  to  face,  •  •  * 
but  they  nerer  eame.  "—CoM^'t  HUtvry  </  iht  Si9  2{athn9. 
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eighth  of  June.  Commissioners  from  the  colonies  of  chap. 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  South  Carolina  were  in  w^^ 
attendance.  Governor  Clinton  was  also  present^  accom-  ^^^^' 
panied  by  Doctor  CoHen,  James  Alexander,  James  De 
Lancey  and  Edward  Holland,  members  of  the  executive 
council.  William  Bull,  the  commissioner  from  South 
Carolina,  and  one  of  the  counsellors  of  that  province, 
brought  with  him  the  king  of  the  Catawbas,  and  five  of 
their  sachems,  who  came  on  behalf  of  their  people  to  treat 
with  the  Six  Nations.  The  first  day  was  chiefly  taken 
up  in  treating  with  a  party  of  Michillimackinac  and 
Caughnawaga  Indians,  who,  chancing  to  be  in  the  vicinity 
at  this  time,  came  in  their  canoes  to  Albany,  "  as  ar  com- 
pliment," as  they  expressed  it,  "to  his  excellency;"^ — 
while  by  the  Six  Nations,  this  interval  was  occupied  in 
various  forms  and  ceremonies  usual  when  entering  upon 
a  solemn  and  lasting  treaty. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  the  Six  Nations  waited 
upon  the  governor,  |i,nd  desired  a  private  interview.  It 
was  their  wish,  they  said,  to  speak  with  him  before  the 
general  council  was  opened,  upon  a  matter  which  had 
been  discussed  that  morning  in  their  private  deliberations. 
The  audience  was,  of  course,  granted,  and  as  soon  as  the 
delegation  was  admitted,  Hendrik,  the  Mohawk,  proceeded 
to  explain  the  object  of  their  visit.  They  had  come  to 
consult  with  their  brother  Corlear  in  relation  to  Colonel 
Johnson.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he  had  been  recom- 
mended to  them  by  his  excellency,  who  had  then  told  them 
that  whatever  the  colonel  said  to  them  they  might  rely  on 
as  coming  from  himself.  Moreover,  as  they  had  no  hand 
in  his  appointment  to  the  charge  of  their  affidrs,  so 
neither  had  they  been  instrumental  in  his  resignation ;  imd 
he  might  judge  therefore  how  shocked  they  were,  on 
receiving  from  Mr.  Johnson  a  belt  notifying  them  of  his 

1  The  GaughnawagM,  at  the  same  time,  said  that  they  would  immediately 
leaTa  tha  city ;  bat  so  dilatory  if  ere  they,  that  Mr.  (/linton  was  obliged' to 
send  the  Sheriif  to  expedite  the|r  ^fPfurturf. 

50 
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COUP,  intention  to  give  up  the  care  of  their  affia,ir8.  "  Wa  had 
wyw  him,"  he  continued,  "  in  war,  when  he  was  like  a  tree  that 
1761.  grew  for  our  use,  which  now  Beems  to  be  falling  down, 
thoagh  it  has  many  roots.  His  knowledge  of  our  affiurs 
made  us  think  him  an  Indian  like  ourselves;  and  we  are 
greatly  afiraid,  as  he  has  declined,  that  your  excellency  will 
appdint  some  person — a  stranger  both  to  us  and  our  affairs." 
They  therefore  desired  the  governor  to  immediately  rein- 
state the  colonel,  and  let  them  know  his  decision  9a 
soon  as  possible — ^'  for,'*  added  the  Mohawk  sachem,  ^>  he 
has  large  ears,  and  heareth,  a  great  deal ;  and  what  be  hears 
he  tells  to  us.  He  has  also  large  eyes,  and  sees  a  great 
way,  and  conceals  nothing  from  us."  In  his  reply,  on  the 
following  day,  Mr.  Clinton  stated  that  the  recent  action  of 
Colonel  Johnson  had  been  taken  contrary  to  his  desire, 
and  that  his  absence  at  this  time  was  entirely  unexpected, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  promised  to  be  present  and  assist  him 
with  his  advice.  But  since  he  absolutely  refused  to  take 
any  fiurther  charge  of  their  a^irs,  he  could  not  help  it, 
and  he  should  therefore  be  obliged  to  appoint. some  other 
in  his  place.  They  might,  however,  rept  assured,  that  in 
the  appointment  of  a  successor,  he  should  be  governed 
solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  their  welfare  which  he  had 
truly  at  heart.  "  You  have  mpre  reason,"  added  Mr.  Clin- 
ton "to  trust  pae  in  this,  since  Colonel  Jobneon,  by  whom 
you  have  been  so  well  cared  fi>r,  was  ny  own  selection."  ^ 
The  answer  of  the  Indians  was  chi^racteidstio.  They  told 
the  goverpor  that  one-half  of  Colonel  Jolmson  belonged 
to  his  ei^ceUency,  and  the  other  to  them ;,  and  that  since  he 
could  not  prevail  on  the  colonel  to  come  diown,  ihey  begged 
permission  to  tiy  their  influenqe  by  sending  a  message  to 
nim  with  a  string  of  wampum.  This  request  having  b^en 
granted,  provided  they  were  as  expeditions  as  possible, 
Qendrik  immediately  dispatched  a  fleet  runner  to  Mount 
tTohnson,  with  the  remark  that "  he  would  go  sooner  than  a 
harse." 

^  ManuMript  pounoil  minutes. 
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Oolonel  Johnson^  who  was  already  on  his  way  to  the  ghav. 
coancil,  met  the  Indian  messenger  near  Schenectady ;  and^..^^ 
on  his  arriyal  in  Albany,  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Clinton  ^'^^i* 
of  the  state  of  feeling  among  the  Confederates,  and  in 
behalf  of  his  migesly's  conncil,  earnestly  requested  to 
continue  in  the  chaise  of  their  affiiirs.  To  this  request^ 
the  colonel,  who  felt  too  much  hurt  at  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  treated  by  the  assembly  to  change  his  resolu* 
tion,  gave  a  courteous  but  decided  refusal.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  hie  reasons  for  tiads  coluiBe  were  given  in 
full.  It  was  impossible,  he  said^  to  continue  longer  in  the 
management  of  Indian  affiurs,  without  great  detriment,  if 
not  ruin^  to  his  private  fortune.  It  was  well  known  that 
prior  to  tiie  third  di^  of  November,  1748,  he  had  advanced 
from  his  own  purse,  for  the  Indian  department  and  th« 
supply  of  the  garrison  at  Oswego— -after  others  had  declined 
supplying  that  post  because  of  the  war — the  sum  of 
£7,177  8^.  2d. ;  and  that  of  tins  amount,  although  the  items 
had  all  been  duly  sworn  to  by  him  and  delivered  into  the 
assembly,  that  body  had  made  provision  only  for  £6,801  7s. 
4d.j  leaving  due  a  balance  of  £1,375 15^.  lOd.^  for  which  no 
provision  had  a9  yet  been  made.  He  forther  stated^  that 
of  this  £5,801  7««  4d.j  for  which  he  had  received  warrants 
on  the  treasurer  several  years  since,  there  r^nained  £2,401 
still  unpaid,  and  that  too,  although  he  bad  good  reaaon  to 
believe  that  the  Oswego  duties — ^the  Aind  out  of  whidi 
those  warrants  were  paid — were  amply  sufficient  to  pi^ 
all  drafts  made  upon  it  .  This  state  of  things  was  also  the 
more  galling,  since  he  was  well  aware  that  warrants  to 
others,  of  a  much  later  date  than  his  own,  had  been  paid 
without  any  hesitation ;  while  at  the  same  time,  no  steps 
had  been  taken  to  compensate  him  for  thU  delay  in  the 
payment  of  these  advances.  He  also  reminded  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, that  in  addition  to  all  this,  he  had  advanced,  at  his 
excellency's  request,  since  the  third  day  of  November 
1748,  for  the  sam^  objects,  the  farther  sum  of  £595  12^.  8d, 
of  which  he  had  received  no  part,  nor  did  he  know  of  any 
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OMP.  provision  made  to  meet  it.  In  view  therefore  of  all  these 
L^«^  confiideratiouB,  while  he  entertained  the  kindest  feelmgs 
1761.  toward  the  government,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to 
himself,  continue  longer  in  the  Indian  department — 
especially  since  he  could  have  no  reason  to  depend  on  the 
assembly  to  provide  for  future  advances.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  render  all 
assistance,  in  an  individual  capacily,  during  the  present 
trealy.^ 

The  ooloners  answer  having  been  laid  before  the  coun- 
cil, the  latter  desired  the  governor  to  ex^xsise  a  supervision 
of  Indian  affairs  during  the  treaty  now  in  progress.  At 
the  same  time,  it  requested  him  to  lay  before  tlfe  crown 
the  ^^  uncommon  and  great  sufferings,  which  Colonel  John- 
son had  sustained"  in  its  behalf,  and  recommend  that 
suitable  recompense  be  given  him,  not  only  for  the  money 
which  he  had  advanced,  but  likewise  for  his  personal 
services,  for  which  he  had  made  no  charge. 

Although  the  colonel  had  been  appointed  to  his  majesty's 
council  in  April  of  the  previous  year,  yet  it  had  not  been 
convenient  for  him  until  now  to  take  the  oaths  of  office. 
The  usual  oaths  were  accordingly  administered  at  this  time, 
and  he  thereupon  took  his  seat  at  the  council  board, — a 
seat  which  he  continued  to  fill  until  his  decease. 

Everything  being  now  in  readiness,  Mr.  Clinton  opened 
the  council  on  the  sixth  of  July,  with  a  short  speech  to 
the  Six  Kations,  in  which  the  object  of  the  present  meet- 
ing was  fully  set  forth.  It  was,  he  said,  to  brighten  and 
strengthen  the  covenant  chain,  that  it  might  endure  for  aU 
time  against  the  designs  of  their  enemies.  The  governor 
of  Canada,  especially,  was  endeavoring  to  break  this  chain, 
by  obstructing  the  trade  between  Albany  and  those  distant 
Indians  who  passed  through  their  country.  "Another 
artifice,**  he  continued,  "which  the  enemies  of  our  covenant 
chain  make  use  of,  is,  to  excite  variance  and  war  between 
the  several  Indian  nations  that  are  united  with  your 

1  Manuscript  coonoil  mintttea. 
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brethren  the  English,  in  the  several  parts  of  this  great  chap. 
continent  Nothing  can  so  effectually.  Treaken  and  at  lastv^^^ 
entirely  destroy  the  brethren,  as  their  falling  out  among  l^^^- 
themselves^  and  eventually  killing  and  destroying  one 
another.  This  is  doing  the  work  of  your  enemies ;  while 
they  sit  looking  on  and  laugh  at  your  folly.  If  all  the 
Indian  Nations,  united  in  friendship  with  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  this  government,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  were 
truly  fmd  firmly  united  in  the  same  councils,  with  love  and 
friendship,  how  great  would  that  power  be,  what  dread 
must  it  strike  on  your  enemies,  and  who  would  dare 
attempt  to  hurt  them.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  so  much 
to  be  desired  union,  I  have  prevailed  upon  the  governor 
of  South  Carolina  to  send  a  gentleman  to  this  place,  whom 
you  now  see  here,  aqd  to  send  with  him  six  of  the  duefi 
of  the  Catawbas,  who  are  now  in  this  city  ready  to  make 
peace  with  you  and  to  become  your  fast  friends,  and  to 
unite  with  you  in  our  coibmon  cause-^-as  in  your  former 
treaties  in  this  place,  you  desired  and  solemnly  promised 
to  receive  them  as  one  flesh  and  blood  with  you  on  their 
coming  to  it.  I  therefore,  by  this  belt,  excite  you  to  lay 
hold  of  the  proffered  peace  and  friendship  with  the  Cataw- 
bas. It  must  t^id  to  strengthen  the  covenant  chain  and 
the  common  interest  of  us  alL  I  can  no  longer  bear  to 
see  those  who  are  our  brethren,  killiug  and  destroying  one 
another,  and  therefore  I  cannot  doubt  of  your  cheerfully 
agreeing  to  ^hat  I  now  propose." 

Two  days  afterward,  the  ConfMerates  replied  that  as 
the  commissioners  came  to  renew  the  covenant  chain  with 
the  Six  Nationi,  they  also  were  there  for  the  same  purpose ; 
and  that  as  it  was  Uie  wish  of  their  brother  Corlear,:that 
they  should  make  peaoe  with  the  Catawbas,  they  wotdd 
see  and  talk  with  them  upon  the  subject  Mr.  Bull  then 
rose,  and  read  a  letter  from:  the  governor  of  South  Carolina, 
expressive  of  his  good  will,  and  of  his  hopes  that  they 
would  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Catawbas  and  keep  the 
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CHAP,  coyenant  chfiin  ever  bright  and  free  from  rust  He  fol- 
w,^  lowed  the  readmg  of  the  letter  by  a  few  rexaarks  in  a 
^7^1-  pleasant  atrain,  closing  as  follows :  "  We  have  heard  what 
1m  excelleacy,  Governor  Clinton  has  said  coneeming  a 
peace,  and  what  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  has  written  to  you,  and  also  what  I  have  now  said. 
Yon  will  hear  next  what  the  chiefs  of  the  Catawbas,  who 
came  here  with  me  will  say.  They  came  to  this  council 
fire  at  Albany,  to  meet  you,  in  order  to  make  peace  with 
you.  They  know  it  is  the  desire  of  the  English  that  peace 
shoxdd  be  made  between  you,  and  you  know  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Sn^sh,  also.  To  open  your  ears,  I  give  you  this 
belt  of  wampum." 

As  soon  as  Ihe  South  Carolina  conuiMdoineT  had 
finiahed,  the  Catewba  king  and  his  chiefs  approfached  the 
grand  council  singing  a  song  of  p«ace ;  Iheir  ensigns^ 
(colored  feathers)  being  borne  horizontally.  ^^Bveiy  one 
preeemtadmiredthe  decorum  and  dignity  of  their  behavior^ 
as  well  as  the  eolemn  aiir  of  their  song.  A  seat  wm  pre- 
pared fox  tiiem  at  the  right  hamd  *of  the  govemor'«  com^* 
pany.  Their  two  singers,  with  tibe  two  ensigns  of  feadxers, 
continued  Iheir  song,  half  fronting  to  the  centre  of  the 
old  sachems,  to  whom  they  addressed  fsbeit  song,  and 
pointed  their  &atiiers,  shaking  their' musical  oalabashas, 
while  the  Catawba  king  was  busily  pl*epMingand  lighting 
the  calumet  of  peace.  The  king  first  smoked,  and  pre- 
sented the  calum<et<  to  fiendrik^  who  gracefully  accepted 
it  and  smoked.  The  king  then  passed  tSa^e  pipe  to  each 
sachem  in  the  front  rank,  and  sevetral  in  ihe  second  rank 
reached  to  receive  it  from  him^  to^  smoke  also:  The 
Catawba  singers  then  ceased,  and  fiurtened  their  feathers, 
calumets,  and  calabashes  to  the  tent  pole ;  after  which  the 
king  stood  up  and  advancing,  thus  addressed  the  @iz 
Kations'i 
"  Friends:  I,  last  year,  with  the  advice  of  my  great  men, 

1  This  deMription  Is  taken  from  Prajrton  to  wIuobi  ii  WMr«Uted  by  an  eya 
witnesB. 
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detennined  to  make  a  peace  with  yon,  and  set  out  for  that  ow^. 
purpose^  bnt  waa  taken  eick  bj  the  waj,  which  hindered  v-v-^ 
me.    The  same  resolution  remained  in  mj  heart,  and  the  ^^^^• 
goyemoir  of  Oarolina,  agreeing  wilib  me,  consented  to  send 
a  vessel  to  New  York,  that  we  might  meet  you  here  at  this 
treaty,  which  greatly  rejoiced  me,  and  when  I  came  away 
my  towns  all  shods:  hands  with  me,  and  desired  me,  for 
them,  to  make  a  peace ;  and  I  give  tiiiis  beh,  which  hsis  all 
my  towns  upon  it,  signifying  that  they  all  join  in  my  desire. 

We  are  all  friends  to  the  English  and  desire  to  be  so 
with  our  brethren  the  Six  Nations ;  and  as  some  of  your 
people  are  now  out,  that  do  not  know  of  the  peace^  when 
they  are  all  returned,  and  tiie  path  clear  and  safe,  I  will 
oome  to  your  towns  and  hou«ei^  and  smoke  with  you,  as  I 
would  in  my  own/*  * 

The  king  of  the  Oatawbas,  and  tilie  sachems  with  him, 
then  advanced  and  shook  haxHk  with  the  Six  Nations,  who 
theveupon  replied : 

"  Brethren :  We  are  glad  to  see  you  here,  and  return  you 
thanks  for  your  kind  speech.  But  as  it  is  a  thing  of 
moment,  we  must  take  time  to  consider  of  it,  and  shall 
answer  ycm  thia  evening  or  to<morrow  monung." 

It  wa9  not,  however,  until  the  tentii,  that  the  Cdnfede^ 
ratea  were  ready  to  give  their  answer;  when  their  chief 
sachem,  having  lighted  a  pipe  aad  handed  it  to  the  Cataw* 
bas,  tfaua  i^ke : 

Brethren  the  Ckkwbas:!  You  came  to  our  towns  and  fires 
to  make  peace  with  us,  and  we.  have  heard  yoicr  kind  speech, 
and  thank  you.  for  It^  and  as  a  token  that  you  came  to 
make  peace,  and  were  received  aa  our  friends,  we  give  you 
this  white  belt  of  wampum,  to  wear  about  your  necks,  that 
all  that  see  it^  may  know  that  you  have  been  here  and  were 
received  as  our  friends. 

This  belt  serves  to  make  you  more  powerful,  and  give 
you  short  horns ;  it  has  been  a  custom  among  i^  Indian. 
nations,  that  when  they  come  to  sue  for  peace,  they  bring 
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CH^P.  some  prisoners  wiih  them,  and  when  you  return  with 

N-v-'  prisoners,  the  peace  shall  be  completed,  and  your  horns 

^^^^-  lengthened,  and  we  give  you  a  year  to  return  with  your 

prisoners,  and  if  you  do  not  come  in  that  time,  we  shall 

look  upon  the  peace  as  void^ 

We  will  take  your  pipe  up  to  the  Mohawk's  castles, 
being  the  first  town  you  came  to,  as  it  were,  and  there  sit 
and  smoke,  and  think  of  you,  and  not  go  out  to  war,  if 
you  return  within  the  time  appointed  by  us." 

The  treaty  having  been  thus  made,  Governor  Clinton 
distributed  the  presents^  brought  by  the  commissioners, 
among  the  Indians,  and  the  couneil  was  formally  dismissed ; 
but  not  until  '>  the  hatchet  was  buried  irrecoverably  deep, 
and  a  tree  of  peace  planted,  which  was  to  be  green  as  tilie 
Alleganies,  and  to  spread  its  branches  till  ks  shadow  should 
reach  fix)m  the  great  lakes  to  thia  gtdf  of  Mexioo."  ^ 
«  The  general  effect  of  this  council,  upon  the  Indians  at 
least,  was  satisfactory.  Although  Governor  Clinton  wasun- 
successfnl  in  persuading  the  several  colonies  to  join  in  an 
alliance  against  the  machinations  of  the  French,  yet  the 
main  6bject — ^that  of  prevailing  upon  the  Six  Nations  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Catawbas — ^was  accomplished. 
Early  in  June  of  the  following  year,  the  Catawbas,  desi- 
rous of  performing  their  part  of  the  agreement,  sent  to  the 
Confederates  a  Cayuga  prisoner  in  charge  of  four  of  their 
warriors ;  and  thus  the  feeling  of  hatred  entertained  by  the 
Six  Nations  toward  that  nation^-which  had  been  so  bitter 
before  ihe  treaty,  as  to  cause  the  confinement  of  the 
Catawt)a  chiefs  in  a  separate  apartment — was  now  changed 
to  that  of  cordial  friendship.  • 
<j...  .       .       .  ■    ...        

.  1  Bancroft.  .  . ;    . 

*  Manascript  letter :  John  OgiWie  to  Colonel  Johnson.  Tbe  Catawbas,  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  held  in  captivity  three  of  the  Six  Nations ;  hut  during 
Che  year  one  had  died,  and  the  other  refused  to  oome  by  sea,  preferring  to 
vamainiin  Soutk  Carolina*  until  he  oo«ld  «oina  by  land.-^(70v«ffftor  GUm  f 
Governor  CUi^oh, 

Shortly  after  the  arriyal  of  the  Catawba  brarea,  Johnson  wrote  to  GUn- 
ton,  that  the  peace  between  that  people  and  the  ConMerat^.wa«  ftiUy 
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Previous  to  his  depai-tnre  for  Albany,  Mr.  Clinton  hade 


requested  a  farther  appropriation  for  Indian  presents  in  wy« 
addition  to  the  smn  yoted  at  a  former  session ;  and  the  ^^^^ 
legislature,  in  a  better  spirit  than  usual^  had  at  that  time 
promised  to  supply  any  defioieney  in  that  regard,  which 
might  arise,  in  brightening  the  covenamt-chain  with  the 
Six  Nations.  In  the  fall  session  of  the  assembly,  however, 
the  spirit  of  faction  was  again  manifest,  notwithstanding 
three  of  the  chief  leaders  of  the  oppod^on  had  died  Mnce 
its  last  sitting — ^Mr.  Clarkson,  Mr.  Fhilipse  afid  Mr.  Mi- 
chaux.  In  his  opening  message,  on  the  eighth  of  October, 
Mr.  Clinton  communicated  to  the  house  the  result  of  the 
late  treaty.  The  re«(ignation  of  OolonelJohnsdn  waa  at* 
tributed  to  its  negligence  in  omittAng  to  pass  bills  adequate 
for  the  Mpport  of  the  Indian  department ;  and  the  designs 
at  the  Freneh,  and  the  consequent  importanoe  of  sendizig 
agents  to  the  distant  wecrtem  tribes,  urged.  The  message 
closed  by  asking  for  the  usual  supplies  for  the  maintoai^ 
anee  of  the  government. 

The  house  in  its  answer,  1^  following,  day,  said  that  it 
would  cheerfully  provide  fi[>r  tho  support  of  hia  migesty's 
government^  and  make  provision  Sot  all  the  just  debt^that^ 
on  exaindnation,  should  be  found  dbaxi^eable  on  the  oolofiy ; 
that  it  was  well  aware  that  &e  sectlrity  of  the  colonies 
depended,  in  a  great  degte^^  upon  &o  fidelity  of  the 
Indians,  but  it  had  hoped  thai  the  smn  of  obe  tiioasand 
pounds,  voted  for  tiiat  purpose,  would  hav^  been  waxflj 
BUfflcient  to  place  ^e  Indian  affairs  on  such!  a  basis^  aa  to 
render  a  &rther  sum  unnecessary.  In  the  mean  timey  the 
several  particulars  of  hie  excellency's  speech  should  be  at- 
tentively considered,  and  that  which  was  ji^dged  best  for 
his  majesty's  service,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  colony^ 
should  be  done.  ^Finally,  it  reminded^  his  exitielkney,  that 
many  of  the  members  had  not  been  notified  by  the  usual 
■  '"'■'*■■-'■'-■■■■ 1.  ^..<  ....I  I II  ■  I  —..>.... I      ■ .  II .  .1.  I     

ratified  ;  and  that  the  Catawbas  bad  retimed  into  their  owb  country,  es- 
corted by  MTeral  Iroquois  warriors,  who  had  TOliiiiteered  to  see  them  safely 
ihronsh  those  satioas,  who  might  not  hare  heard  of  the  i^eelit  p^ee. 
61 
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c^.  circular  letters  of  the  present  sesaon  of  the  aaaembly,  a 
w^,^  circumstance  which  it  hoped  would  not  again  occur.  Mr. 
17M.  Clinton,  in  his  answer,  stated  that  while  it  was  true  that 
the  presents  which  he  had  given  the  Indians,  at  Albany, 
had  produced  a  favorable*  effect^  jet,  unless  the  expense 
of  daily  providing  for  them  was  met,  the  good  impression 
made  at  that  time  would  soon  be  obliterated  by  tbe  French 
priests.  He  also  promised  to  lay  before  the  assembly  in  a 
few  days  information  lately  received  upon  this  point,  which 
would  render  his  remarks  more  clear.  Alluding  to  the 
thousand  pounds  to  which  reference  had  been  made, 
nothing,  he  said,  would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
send  down  to  the  house  a  full  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  ejipended ;  and  as  to  the  neglect,  of 
which  he  had  been  accused,  in  not  notifying  the  members, 
it  was  not  true,  as  his  deputy  secretary  had  sent  letters  to 
all  the  members,  with  the  exception  of  the  speaker*  He 
farther  added,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  made  this  expla^ 
nation  to  show  how  entirely  he  w(U9  influenced  by  the  de- 
sire of  advancing  the  security  and  wel£Ekre  of  the  colony.^ 
In  acoordance  with  his  promiae,  Mr.  Clinton,  on  the 
ninth,  sent  to  the  house  the  accounts  relating  to  the  difih 
position  of  the  thousand  pounds,  accompanied  with  ex- 
tracts from  the  minutes  of  the  late  council.' 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  Mr.  Clinton  had 
laid  before  his  privy  council  letters  from  Colonel  John- 
son and  Captain  Stoddard,  the  contents  of  which  were 
indeed  startling.  From  a  French  deserter  the  Colonel 
learned  that  a  convoy  of  twelve  hundred  French,  ac- 
companied by  two  hundred  Adircmdack  Indians,  had 
passed  by  Oswego  about  a  fortnight  before,  with  the  ob- 
ject, so  far  as  could  be  ascertained^  pf  cutting  off  those 
western  tribes  friendly  to  the  Englidi,  and  driving  off  the 
Pennsylvania  traders,  who  were  erecting  trading  posts  on 
the  Ohio.    Captain  Stoddard's  letter,  abo,  confirmed  this 
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^  Jounmls  of  th«  Msembly. 
'CottnoUnunnteB. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hVn  OP  8IB  WILLIAlf  JOHKBONy  BABT.  408 

intelligence.    Johnson  &riher  wrote,  that  on  the  recep-<^^ 
Hon  of  this  nevre,  he  had  inunediately  dispatched  a  me^yLy^ 
senger,  in  the  governor's  name,  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  ^^^^ 
to  all  the  castles  of  the  Six  Nations,  informing  them  of  the 
mar^  of  the  French.    Letters  arrived,  at  nearly  the  same 
time,  from  Lieutenant  Lindesay,  in  command  at  Oswego, 
to  the  effect  that  a  Caynga  sachem  had  arrived  from  the 
Missessagas,  bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  French 
were  building  a  large  vessel  a^  Cadaracqui,  with  the  de* 
sign  of  attacking  his  post.^    Copies  of  these  letters,  Mr. 
Clinton  now  laid  before  the  assembly,  for  its  perusal 
and  carefiil  consideration. 

The  apparent  good  temper,  however,  with  which  the 
proceedings  between  the  executive  and  the  assembly  had 
thus  &r  been  canducted,  was  destined  to  be  of  short  du- 
ration. The  house  having  on  the  sixteenth  sent  up  to 
the  council  for  its  approval  ^^  an  act  for  paying  several  de» 
mands  made  on  the  colony,'*  the  latter  replied,  on  the 
e^hteenth,  by  sending  Colonel  Johnson  to  request  of  that 
body  the  vouchers  for  the  several  demands  provided  for 
in  the  bill.  This  was  applying  the  torch  to  the  powder. 
The  house  flamed  at  once.  It  immediately  resolved, 
tiiat  ^^  the  demand  was  of  an  extraordinary  aiul  unprece- 
dented nature ;"  and  that  its  consideration  should  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  first  of  the  ensuing  May.  No  sooner 
had  this  action  been  communicated  to  the  council,  when 
they,  in  turn,  becoming  indignant,  resolved  that  it  was 

1  John  Undaflay,  founder  of  the  Cherry  Valley  •ettlement,  wm  a  natWe  of 
Scotland,  and  in  December,  1730,  receiTod  from  his  countryman,  Goyemor 
Montgomerie,  the  commJsaion  of  naTal  officer  for  the  port  of  New  York. 
He  filled  rarioiM  other  important  offlees,  nntil,  in  1744,  Bfr.  Lindeeay  ae- 
■amed  the  oommand  of  the  fort  at  Oswego,  Lieutenant  CongreTe  resigning 
in  his  faror.  In  1747,  at  the  request  of  the  Oswego  traders  and  the  Six 
Nations,  Lieutenant  Lindesay  was  continued  in  command  of  that  post  until 
1749,  when  he  was  appointed  Indian  commissary  and  agent  for  Oswego, 
which  latter  situation  he  retained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
Utter  part  of  this  year.  At  tliA  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Lindsay  was  m 
lieutenant  in  Captain  Clark's  company  of  Independent  Fusileers. — (7amjf 
bOTg  SiUory  nfTryan  Cifmtff. 
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c^.  their  unquestionable  right  to  call  for  the  vouchero ;  inaa- 
s-v^mudi  Ei  the  aam,  sufficient  for  the  demand,  waa  to  come 
I'fii-  put  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  that  their  consent  was  there- 
fore neoeesary.    They  also  reaolyed,  that  they  would  not 
proceed  on  the  bill  until  the  vouchers  appeared  before 
them ;  and  at  the  same  sitting,  in  no  very  amiable  state 
of  mind,  sent  Colonel  Johnson  again  to  the  house  with  a 
bill  of  their  own,  for  '^  applying  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  numagement  of  Indian  affidrs,  and  for 
repairing  the  garrison  at  Oswego/'    The  passage  of  thia 
bill  by  the  council,  a»  might  have  been  foreseen,  was  not 
calculated  to  molify  the  temper  of  the  house  inflamed,  as 
it  was,  by  the  demand  of  the  council  for  the  vouchers. 
The  bill  WAS  therefore  refused  a  second  reading ;  and  a> 
motion  was  forthwith  carried, — that  inasmuch  as  the  bill 
intrenched  on  the  *^  great,  essenldi^  and  undoubted  right 
of  the  ^representatives  of  the  people  of  this  colony  to  begin 
all  bills  for  raising  and  disbursjoig  of  money,  it  should  be 
rejected."^    Directly  upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution, 
the  house  sent  iip  to  €ke  governor  an  address,  prepared  ih 
the  sttOE^e  churlish  manner  as  in  times  past    In  it,  the  lack 
money  for  Indian  affidrs  was  greatly  lamented — ^as  i^ 
indeed,  it  was  not  owing  to  themselves  that  a  larger  sum 
htad  not  been  voted.    They  even  carried  their  spleen  so  fur, 
as  ta  hint  that  the  governor  had  used  the  thousand  pounds 
for  purposes  other  than  the  public  benefit;  and  that  it 
was  through  hi&  neglect  that  the  Indian  affidrs  were  in  such 
a  condition.    In  conclusion,  they  threw  upon  the  council 
the  evil  effects  which  would  result  from  its  refusal  to  pass 
the  bill  for  the  dischaorge  of  the  colony  debt ;  and  prayed 
the  governor  to  pass  straightway  those  of  ihe>  bilk  which 
he  approved.    Three  or  f^ur  more  days  were  taken  up  in 
wrangling  and  puerile  resolve?,  until  Mr.  Clinton,  who 
had  learned  by  experience  the  folly  of  any  farther  alterca- 
tion, and  passed  all  the  biUs  without  forther  discussion, 
and  without  any  notice  and  to  the  astonishment  of  all, 

■  I     ■  . ■III!  mm ii|i»»iq    <    ^  ■!    I  III 

^  MinutM  of  the  Aasembly. 
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dissolved  the  assembly.    On  the  part  o!f  Mr.  Clinton  this  ch^f. 
was  a  master  stroke  of  policy.    The  assembly  were  &irly  w^^ 
caught    But  having  passed  ihe  support  bill  so  early  in  the  ^^^^* 
sesrion,  they  were  left  without  a  remedy.    ^^  This  gratified 
Mr.  Clinton  and  the  other  officers  of  the  government; 
while  the  neglect  of  the  colony  creditors,  added  to  the 
gove]:iaK>r's  party,  already  strengthened  by  the  appointment 
of  Colonel  Johnson  to  the  council,  and  Mr.  Chambers  to 
the  seoond  place  on  the  bench.  "^ 

Meanwhile  the  I'rench  were  planning  still  farther 
encroachments  upon  the  territoiy  of  Kew  York.  Already 
they  possessed  Crown  Point,  La  Presentation  and  Niagara, 
and  encouraged  by  the  pusiUanimily  which  had  allowed 
ihem  to  take  possession  of  those  posts,  they  were  now 
meditating  the  establishment  of  a  military  and  missionaiy 
post  on  the  banks  of  Onondaga  Lake,  which,  while  it 
would  secure  a  foothold  in  the  very  heart  of  the  province, 
would  also,  they  thought,  greatly  strengthen  their  influence 
(wer  the  Six  Nations.  Plrelimiaaiy  to  this  audacious  step, 
it  was  necessary  tha*  the  Confederates,  especially  those 
residing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lake,  should  be 
courted  into  giving  thrir  consent.  Accordingly  the  Jesuit 
emissaries  insinuated  themselves  deeper  than  ever  into  the 
affections  of  that  flckle  people,  and  with  such  success, 
that  at  the  close  of  the  summer,  several  of  the  principal 
Onondagas  had  granted  the  desired  permission. 

Such  a  dedgn,  however,  could  not  long  escape  the  vigil- 
ance of  Colonel  Johnson,  who  no  sooner  heard  through 
the  Mohawks  of  the  scheme  afoot,  when,  braving  the 
autumnal  rains,  he  set  off  for  the  old  fire-place  of  the 
Confederacy,  hoping,  if  possible,  to  defeat  the  machina- 
lions  of  La  Galissoni^re  and  his  wily  priests.  Arrived  at 
Onondaga,  he  lost  no  time  in  summoning  the  chief  men 
of  that  castle  to  a  conference,  in  which  after  laying  before 
them  the  dangerous  consequences  resulting  from  a  French 
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ottAP.  settleinent  in  the  veiy  centre  of  their  Oonfederacy^  boldly 
wv^  desired  them,  as  a  proof  of  their  esteem,  to  grant  him 
1761.  Onondaga  Lake  with  the  land  around  it  for  two  miles  in 
width — promising  them  in  return  a  handsome  present. 
This  sudden  appearance  of  the  colonel  upset  at  onoe  all 
the  deep  laid  plans  of  the  Jesuits.  Mortified  at  being  thus 
caught  in  the  very  act  of  lending  an  ear  to  their  ancient 
enemies,  the  chiefs  hung  their  heads  and  in  confusion 
agreed  to  his  proposition.  A  deed  conveying  the  entire 
lake  with  its  two  miles  of  land,  was  accordingly  made  out 
on  tiie  spot,  and  signed  by  the  entire  castle,  the  latter 
receiviug  in  return,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
pounds  sterling.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  home,  the 
colonel  who  had  in  making  this  purchase  no  other  object 
than  that  of  securing  the  property  to  the  crown,  and  the 
consequent  defeat  of  the  French,  communicated  an  account 
of  the  transaction  to  Mr.  Clinton, — ^at  the  same  time  offer-- 
ing  the  land  to  the  government  of  New  York  at  the  same 
price  which  it  had  cost  him.  Refusing,  however,  to  appre- 
ciate the  important  service  which  he  had  thus  rendered, 
the  assembly  refused  to  rdmburse  him  for  the  land;  and 
the  matter  tiius  rested  until  the  summer  of  1758,  when  a 
minute  was  made  in  council,  granting  this  tract  to  him  and 
his  heirs,  by  way  of  reimbursement  for  the  sum  advanced 
by  him  for  the  Indian  department.  ^  Otherwise  than  this^ 
his  debt  from  the  colony  was  never  paid. 

1  Manuscript  council  minuses. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
lT6a-1753. 
"With  the  opening  of  the  year,  dawned  a  new  era  inc^p. 
American  literature.  Signs  of  a  greater  appreciation  of  v-v^ 
lemming  and  a  desire  for  literary  pursuits  among  the^^^^ 
colonies,  are  in  this  year  too  apparent  not  to  deserve  a 
I>ai)singnotice.  The  clang  of  steel  and  the  midnight  alarms 
had  now  ceased ;  and  in  the  calm  thought  which  followed, 
the  literary  seeds  that  had  for  so  long  a  period .  laid  dor- 
mant, found  a  rich  soil  in  which  to  germinate  and  bring 
forth  fruit*  As  in  the  age  of  the  Reformation,  and  of 
Louis  AlV,  a  company  of  stalwart  literary  giants  sprung 
fortli  from  the  previous  darkness ,  so  in  the  period  we  are 
now  upon,  a  score  of  men  of  power  and  vigorous  intellect 
rose  up  in  America,  infusing  new  vigor  into  every  depart- 
ment of  letters  with  which  they  came  in  contact  The 
theological  writings  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  with  all  their 
depth  of  philosophical  eloquence,  gave  an  impetus  to 
that  branch  of  scholarship  hitherto  unknown.  It  was  in 
this  year  that  Franklin  electrified  the  savans  of  the  Old 
"World  with  his  grand  discovery.  The  universities  of  New 
England  awoke  to  new  life  and  activity*  Schemes  for  the 
advancement  of  learning  sprung  up  in  the  different 
provinces  with  wonderful  rapidity.  Libraries  and  philo- 
sophical societies  were  formed  in  every  direction.  Several 
men  distinguished  in  the  walks  of  scientific  research  visited  - 
America,  and  by  their  cordial  sympathy  encouraged  greatly 
the  enquirer  after  truth.  The  eye  turns  with  pleasure  to 
the  names  of  John  Winthrop,  professor  of  mathematics  at 
Cambridge,  Thomas  Godfrey,  the  inventor  of  Hadley's 
Quadrant,  David  Rittenhouse  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
numerous  others,  whose  names  shine  with  lustre  upon  the 
page  of  history.  *    Confining  ourselves  to  the  province  of 
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cajp.  "New  York,  Oadwallader  Colden  had  just  completed  that 
wv— ^  remarkable  book — the  "  History  of  the  Five  Nations ;" 
1752.  g^jj^j  j^  u^jg  jQ^Y  ^j^3  founding  of  Kings  College  began  to 
be  seriously  urged. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  with  this  literary  zeal  per- 
vading every  mind,  an  intelligent  man  like  Johnson  could 
£stil  to  be  affected  by  it.  Although  in  his  spare  moments, 
heretofore,  he  had  always  manifested  a  greaft  fondness  for 
literary  pursuits  and  had  repeatedly  sent  out  to  England 
for  books,  yet  having  a  little  leisure  this  year  by  his  resig- 
nation of  Lidian  affi^irs,  he  seems  to  have  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  improving  his  awn  mind,  and  also  the  moral 
and  social  condition  of  those  aitmnd  him.  The  manner 
in  which  a  portion  of  his  time  was  spent  at  this  period, 
may  be  inferred  by  the  following  lettet  to  his  agent  in 
London. 

^^MotTNT  Johnson,  August  the  20th,  lt62. 
"Sir: 

Having  the  pleasure  of  an  intimate  acqTMdntance  with 
your  brother,  Doctor  Shuckburgh  of  SFew  York,  whom  I 
have  a  singular  regard  for,  induced  me  to  apply  to  you  for 
what  Imay  want  in  your  way,  although  but  a  trrffe.  Having 
lately  had  a  pretty  large  collection  of  books  from  London, 
shall  at  present  only  desire  you  will  please  to  send  me 
what  pamphlets  are  new  and  worth  reading ;  also  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine  from  N*ov*br.  1750  to  the  last,  and 
the  Monthly  Review  from  the  same  time ;  also  the  News- 
papers regularly  and  stitched  up.  You  have  only  to 
deliver  them  to  Mr.  John  George  Liberwood,  merch't 
there,  who  will  forward  them  to  me,  and  wiU  pay  your 
am't.  yearly. 

Having  nothing  farther  to  add  at  present  (but  beg  you 
will  send  me  those  things  regularly  and  punctually)  I  con- 
elude  sir, 

Y'r  very  humble  serv't.,  "W".  J. 

To  Mr.  Shuckburgh,  stationer,  London.  *" 

1  Manttscript  Letter.    See  aUo  appendix  No.  II.  of  toI.  I. 
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The  intellectnal  culture  of  the  Mohawks  was  a  suhjectoHff* 
in  which  the  colonel  took  special  interest.  The  mission  s..^w 
school  at  Btockbridge  for  Bidian  children,  the  plan  of  ^7^* 
which  was  first  projected  by  John  Sergeant  in  1741,  and 
which  after  the  death  of  the  latter  was  carried  on  for  a 
time  by  Jonathan  Edwards,  received  at  this  time  his  par^ 
ticolar  attention.  8ir  Peter  Warren  in  1761  had  donated 
for  the  support  of  this  institution  seven  hundred  pounds, 
and  about  the  same  time  had  expressed  to  his  nephew  a  very 
&vorable  opinion  of  its  purpose,  requesting  that  he  would 
use  his  influence  in  itis  &Tor.^  Had  Johnson  previous 
to  this  request  no  other  incentive  for  his  interest  in  it,  this 
would  have  be^i  sufficient.  His  e£Ebrts  were  now  unrendt* 
tingto  persuade  the  Mohawks  to  send  their  children  thither} 
and  a  correspondence  was  kept  up  between  himself  and 
the  committee  of  this  school  on  the  subject.  His  advice 
upon  its  management  was  jfreely  asked  and  as  freely  given ; 
and  in  a  letter  to  him  upon  this  topic,  the  writei'  says : 
"I  can't  but  hope  and  pray  for  your  further  assistaiice  in 
encouraging  the  Indians  to  send  their  children  and  con- 
tinue them  steadily  here,  and  your  thoughts  with  regard 
to  any  measures  that  may  naturally  tend  to  promote  this 
aflTair,  and  be  proper  for  us  further  to  do  or  attempt,  wiH 
be  veiy  acceptable.  * 

Nor  were  his  efforts  to  benefit  his  savage  neighbors  con- 
fined solely  to  the  school  at  Stockbridge.  He  was  equaHy 
interested  in  other  missions  wherever  located,  and  always 
used  his  influence  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
In  the  course  of  the  following  year  (17«58)  Bev.  Mr.  Hawley 
was  sent  from  Boston  to  establish  an  Indian  mission  sdiool 

1  Mannscript  Letter  to  JoIumoil  flrou  Joseph  Dwighi,  one  of  tko  oottunil- 
tee  of  the  mission  school. 

'Eztrsot  from  the  same.  Hon.  Joseph  Ihright,  whose  letter  Is  here 
referred  to,  was  a  Uheritlly  educated  man.  He  had  been  speaker  of  tiM 
hoase  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  counselor,  tad  led  a  regiment  in  the 
successfbl  attack  on  Cape  Breton.  He  married  the*  widow  of  the  Ber.  Ifr. 
Sergeant,  the  same  who  is  mentioned  in  the  text  as  the  Arander  of  the  misr 
sion  school  at  Stockbridge. 
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c«UF.  west  of  Albany.  On  his  way  he  stopped  over  night  at 
f  Mount  Johnson,  hoping  to  obtain  the  coloners  countenance 
in  his  project.  This  was  cheerfully  granted,  and  the  mis- 
sionary sent  on  his  way  with  a  godspeed.  ^  The  colonel 
was  also  at  this  time  in  correspondence  with  Doctor  Eleazer 
Wheelock,  who  had  recently  established  a  school  in  Leba- 
non, Connecticut,  similar  in  its  object  to  the  one  at  Stock- 
bridge,  and  which  afterwards  grew  into  Dartmouth  college. 
Several  years  later,  the  celebrated  Joseph  Brant,  sent  by 
the  colonel,  received  at  this  school  his  English  education. 
It  is  pleasant  to  dwell  upon  this  phase  of  Johnson's  char- 
acter, showing,  as  it  does,  that  his  mind  was  not  wholly 
engrossed — as  some  would  have  us  believe-— in  amassing  a 
private  fortune. 

It  will  be  recollect;ed  th^t  whep  I  l^stspoke  of  Sir  Peter 
Warren,  he  had  been  obliged  to  retire  through  ill  health 
to  his  country  seat  in  Westbur^,  and  had  shortly  afterward 
been  elected  to  parliap^ent  from  the  <Aty  of  Westminister. 
The  capture  of  the  Frenph  fleet  of  East  Indiamen,  of  which 
an  account  has  been  given  in  a  former  chapter,  was  the 
last  service  he  lived  to  perform ;  for  peace  being  concluded 
in  the  following  year,  the  fleet  was  of  course  dismantled. 
But  even  in  his  retirement  honors  followed  him.  In  May, 
1748,  he  received  a  distinguished  mark  of  royal  £Ekvor  in 
being  appointed  vice  admiral  of  the  Red ;  and  in  the  early 

1  Ber.  Mr.  Hawley  was  b«fore  this  an  insiraotor  of  the  Iroquois  cliildreti 
at  the  Stookbridge  missioii  under  Mr.  Edwards.  Mr.  Hawlejr  thus  speaks 
of  his  Tisit  at  this  time  to  Colonel  Johnson  in  a  letter  to  Ber.  Dr.  Thateher, 
published  in  the  Mass.  His.  Gol.  Tot  it.  "On  Friday  we  left  Albany.  Mr. 
Woodbridge  and  I  set  out  for  Mount  Johnson,  about  thirtj-siz  miles  off,  to 
pay  our  eompliments  to  Colonel  Johnson,  and  obtain  his  countenance  in 
fayor  of  our  mission.  *  *  *  At  sunset  we  were  politely  receiTod  at 
Colonel  Johnson's  gate  by  himself  in  person.  Here  we  lodged.  His  man- 
sion was  stately,  and  situate  a  little  distance  from  the  riyer,  on  rising 
ground,  and  adjacent  to  a  stream  which  turned  his  mill.  This  gentleman 
was  well  known  in  his  ciyil,  military  and  priyate  character.  He  was  the 
first  ciyil  ohsraoter  in  the  county  of  Albany  at  that  day.  *  «  *  It  was 
fayorable  to  our  mission  to  hare  his  patronage,  wAicA  I  never  loeU" 
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part  of  the  present  year,  the  citizens  of  London  presented  cm. 
him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  and  the  Goldsmith's  ^vw 
company.  They  also  wished  to  make  him  an  alderman  ^^^^ 
for  Billingsgate  ward  in  the  place  of  the  lord  mayor, 
deceased.  This  latter  honor,  however,  Sir  Peter  couiv 
teonsly  declined,  ^^  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  his  past  pro- 
fession must  prevent  him  in  a  great  measure,  from  dis- 
charging properly  the  duties  of  that  office."  The  citizens 
nevertheless  persisted  in  electing  him  for  their  alderman; 
upon  which  Sir  Peter,  on  the  twenly-third  of  June,  wrote 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  declining  to  serve,  and  enclosing 
at  the  same  time  the  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds*  Shortly 
afterward,  Sir  Peter  hoping  that  the  air  of  his  native  hills 
would  improve  his  health,  went  to  Ireland.  The  hope  was 
fallacious,  for  scarcely  had  he  landed  when  a  severe  inflame* 
matory  fever  carried  him  oS  on  the  twenty-nindi  of  July» 
He  died  ^  universally  lamented  by  all  persons,  who  agreed 
that  there  could  not  exist  a  better  and  honester  man,  ot  a 
more  gallant  officer.  Few  men  ever  attained  to  a  greater 
share  of  popularity.  It  was  said  of  him  that  he  had  not 
only  the  singular  happiness  of  being  universally  courted, 
esteemed,  and  beloved,  hut  had  the  additional  consolation 
of  having  passed  through  life  without  making  a  single 
enemy."* 

By  no  one  was  the  death  of  Admiral  Wairen  felt  with 
more  acuteness  than  the  Johnson  fiimily.  Sir  Peter  had 
been  to  them  all  the  kindest  of  benefeu^tors ;  and  was 
looked  up  to  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  affection.  This 
is  evident  from  the  following  letter,  written  to  Colonel 
Johnson  by  his  brother,  a  few  days  after  his  uncle's  decease. 

"Loirnoisr,  Aug.  4th,  1752. 

"  My  Dear  Brother :  It's  with  the  utmost  sorrow  I  give 

you  the  most  dismal  account  of  the  death  of  our  most 

dear,  dear  uncle,  who  died  in  Dublin  last  Wednesday  night, 

29th  July,  of  a  most  violent  fever,  which  carried  him  off 

1  Biographia  NwtUu, — Charnodk. 
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0^.  in  four  days.  I  was  up  dayandnight  with  him,  and  would 
w^^to  God  rd  have  died  in  his  stead.  Oh  my  dear  brother, 
I752»  g||<.]i  grief  as  our  poor  family  are  in,  is  inexpressible,  for 
we  have  lost  our  all  in  all.  And  you,  I  am  sure^  will  be. 
as  muoh  shocked  as  mortal  living,  but  let  me  beg  of  you 
to  muster  up  all  of  your  resolution  to  bear  this  most  dinoal 
accounts  I  arrived  here  in  two  days  from  Publin  with  the 
melancholy  news  to  Lady  Warren,  whom  from  my  very 
heart  I  {dty^  and  hope  Ood  will  preserve  her  life  for  her 
poor  faaiily's  sake.  He  made  his  will  two  days  before  he 
died,  and  how  he  has  settled  his  affiiirs  no  one  as  yet 
knows,  nor  I  till  Imtum  with  her  directions  to  have  it 
opened.  I  set  out  in  two  hours  aad  expect  to  be  in  Dublin 
tiie  Tth«  He  is. to  be  interred  at  Pock  Mark  in  a  private 
manner.  His  executors  are  Lady  Wuren,  Captain  Tyrrell, 
a^d  tiie  Chief  Justiee  De  Lancey,  and  be  assured  of  a  faith- 
M  account  of  everything  as  soon  as  his  will  is  opened. 

<^I  hope  in  God,  my  dear  brother  will  endeavor  to  bear 
lUs  shook  with  potienee*  Our  loss  is  very,  veiy  great,  and 
whatto  do  now  vntii  myself  I  know  not.  I  shall  let  you  hear 
^pom  me  by  tbe  first  opportunity  after  my  anival  in  Iiielimdi 
i  shall  write  this  miaerable  account  to  my  cauain  Captain 
Tytirell,  who  will  be,  I  sm  sure,  gresitly  shocked.  I  have 
not  time  to  add  more.  My  love  to  brother  Ferrall^^  and 
lidieve  me,  my  dear  brotlier,  ever  yours, 

«  Most  affectionately  and  faithfiilly, 

"  Wabiibn  Johnsok."  * 

To  Colonel  Johnson  the  death  of  his  uncle  must  indeed 
have  been  a  terrible  blow.  Although  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  among  his  papers  the  answer  to  the  above  letter, 
yet  undQ#)tedly  it  was  full  of  corresponding  sympathy 
jGtnd  affection. 

As  by  Sir  Peter's  death,  the  council  lost  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, William  Smith,  at  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Clin- 

1  Ferrall  Wade,  Johnson's  brother-in-law.    He  was  killed  in  the  action  of 
the  8th  of  September,  1755,  at  Lake  George. 
*  Manuscript  letter. 
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ton,  was  appointedby  the  eroTm  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  This  chap. 
gentleman  was  at  this  time  a  flourishing  lawyer  in  the  city  v-i-v-^ 
of  New  York,  and  had  first  gained  Mr.  Clinton's  good  will,  ^^^^' 
by  his  prosecution  of  Mr.  OKver  De  Lancey — ^brother  of 
the  chief  justice — ^fi)r  his  abuse  of  the  governor.  *  On  the 
deaih  of  the  attorney  general  in  this  year,  Mr.  Clinton 
appointed  him  to  that  office,  which  he  filled  with  great 
credit  and  reputation,  until  the  arrival  fix)m  England  of 
William  Kempe,  who  had  received  the  appointment  from 
the  crown,  unknown  to  the  governor.  *  The  latter  did  not 
present  the  claims  of  Mr.  Smith,  without  opposition ; — 
Colonel  Morris,  formeriy  a  member  of  the  council  under 
Oovemor  Montgomery,  sending  in  at  the  same  time  a 
memorial  praying  for  the  appointment  The  influence, 
however,  of  Mr.  Clinton  at  court,  was  too  powerful  to  be 
overcome,  and  Mr.  Smith  took  his  seat  at  the  council 
board,  upon  the  thirtieth  of  April  of  the  following  spring. 
To  the  new  assembly,  which  met  in  October,  many  of 
its  former  members,  friends  of  the  chief  justice,  were 
returned.  Its  principal  feature  was  the  absence  of  the  long 
messages  both  from  the  executive  and  the  bouse,  which 
had  characterized  its  former  sessions.  Both  parties  seemed 
resolved  to  make  them  models  of  brevity.  Mr.  Clinton's 
opening  message  was  comprised  in  fifteen  lines ;  and  the 
address  of  the  house  in  reply,  scarcely  exceeded  it  in  length. 
This  is  attributed  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  fact  of  his  own 
advice  and  that  of  Mr.  Alexander  having  been  taken  by 
the  governor,  rather  than  that  of  Mr.  Colden,  "  whose 
incautious  and  luxuriant  compositions  had  so  frequently 
kindled  the  party  fires,'*  which  had  increased  the  popularity 
of  the  chief  justice  ^^  whom  he  was  most  anxious  to  puU 
down."  *    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  during  the 

1  MMUiseript  letter. 

sQoTerBor  Clinton  to  tho  Lords  of  Trade. 

•  Smith.  Mr.  Clinton  had  recontly  lost  the  support  at  Dr.  Colden,  by  his 
having  urged,  in  eppositien  to  tbe  Imtter's  wishes,  Robert  Hunter  Merris 
for  lieutenant  goTemor.  Mr.  Alexander  was  ohosen  hy  Clinton  as  his  ehief 
aAfiierlBi>lMeef  OoldM. 
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CHAP*  present  session,  there  was  none  of  that  hittemess  whidi 

s..v^  had  characterized  former  sessions. 

1762.  Ti^0  raoBt  noticeable  action  of  the  present  assembl/,  was 
its  voting  to  provide,  at  their  next  sitting,  for  the  repairing 
of  the  different  fortifications  along  the  frontier ;  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  trading-post  at  Oswego,  now  in  a  ruinous 
condition ;  and  for  the  founding  of  a  college  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  youth  of  the  colony.  A  new  board  of  com- 
missioners was  also  appointed  to  take  eharge  of  the  Indian 
department,  which,  by  the  resignation  of  ColonelJohnson^ 
had  been  deprived  of  his  services.  It  would  appear,  how- 
ever, by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Clinton  to  the  colonel,  under  date  of  November  fifth,  that 
the  former  commissioners  were  still  sore  from  their  pre- 
vious dismissal.  The  letter  itself  is  addressed  to  the 
colonel,  in  the  care  of  Captain  Boss,  New  York,  whither 
the  former  had  come  to  attend  the  council: 

^'  I  find  the  assembly  are  determined  to  go  upon  com- 
missioners for  Indian  affairs  again,  and  as  I  cannot,  without 
inconvenience,  prevent  it,  I  send  for  your  perusal  a  list  of 
persons  proposed  for  my  approbation  for  that  commission. 
I  cannot  help  observing  that  they  are  picked  out  of  almost 
aUyour  inveterate  opposers;  therefore  should  be>  glad  of 
your  opinion,  for  I  can  but  think  it  justice,  that  I  should 
have  the  nomination  of  one-half,  at  least,  of  them.  I 
shall  be  at  the  fort  Tuesday  next,  when  I  shall  be  glad 
if  you  would  dine  with  me,  and  in  the  interim  think  what 
I  can  do  in  it"^ 

The  result  was  a  compromise — the  governor  rejecting 
six  or  one-half  of  the  names  sent  in  for  his  approval,  and 
the  house  putting  in  their  place,  the  members  of  the 
executive  council,  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany,  the 
representatives  of  the  general  assembly,  and  the  mayor 
and  recorder  of  Albany  ex-offim}     The  af&ir  of  Indian 

^  Mannsoript  letter. 

*  If  anusoript  oonaoU  minutes.  The  Uet  for  eommiasioaerB  enolosed  in 
Mr.  Clinton's  letter  to  the  colonel,  was  Myndert  Schuyler,  PhiUp  Schujler, 
DaTid  Schuyler,  Johannis  Janse  Lansingh,  Hendnek  Bleeokar,  Hau  fla»> 
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commisBioners  being  thus  settled,  Mr.  Clinton,  on  the  chap. 
eleventh  of  November,  passed  all  the  bills,  including  the  wy^ 
one  for  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  gov-  ^^*'^* 
emment  officers  out  of  the  duties,  and  prorogued  the 
assembly  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following  March. 

It  may  at  first  appear  singular  that  as  Mr.  Clinton  had 
dissolved  the  last  assembly  on  account  of  his  trouble  with 
the  opposition,  the  tone  of  this  new  one  should  be  so 
entirely  different,  especially  since,  as  before  observed, 
nearly  all  of  the  opposition  had  been  returned.  The  solu-. 
tion  of  tills  is  found  in  a  glance  at  the  political  complexion 
of  affairs,  as  they  now  stood.  Mr.  De  Lancey  began  to 
fear  that  he  had  gone  a  little  too  far.  He  knew  that  Mr. 
Clinton  held  in  his  hands  a  commission  for  him  as  lieuten- 
ant governor ;  and  his  object  thus  £eu*  had  been  to  render 
his  position  so  uncomfortable  that  he  would  be  obliged  to 
resign  and  thus  give  him  greater  scope  for  his  ambition.  ^ 
Mr.  Clinton's  success,  however,  at  court,  as  shown  by  his 
seoiiring  for  his  friends  seats  at  the  council  board,  caused 
alarm.  He  knew,  also,  from  his  friends  in  England,  that 
the  governor,  who  was  thinking  of  soon  leaving  the  prov- 
ince on  account  of  ill  health,  had  written  several  letters  to 
the  board  of  trade,  requesting  permission,  without  pro- 
ducing Be  Lancey's  commission,  to  leave  Colden,  by  virtue 
of  being  president  of  the  council,  in  command  of  the 
colony.*  The  very  idea  of  his  most  inveterate  enemy, 
being  thus  placed  in  power,  drove  the  chief  justice  well 
nigh  distracted.  Mr.  Charles,  moreover,  had  written  to 
the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  that  measures  were  on  foot 
to  have  the  commission  appointing  De  Lancey  lieutenant 
governor  revoked,  and  to  have  Bobert  Hunter  Morris 

SOD,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyok,  Johannis  Cuyler,  Sybrant  0.  Van  Schaiok,  Johan- 
nis  Qlen,  Qerardns  Growbeok,  and  Johannis  Van  Rensaelaer.  Th«  oom* 
miMionen  retained  and  tobstitnted,  were  Myndert  Sehnyler,  OomeUaa 
Cwyivt,  Hendriek  Bleeoker,  John  Beekmaa,  Jobannia  Lansingb,  jr.,  and 
Jacob  G.  Ten  Eyck. 

1  Keview  of  militaxy  operations  in  Amerioa. 

>  Clinton  to  the  board  of  trade. 
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cwy*  appointed  in  his  stead.  *  The  chief  justice,  therefore, 
wyw  fearing  the  loss  of  the  commisBion — than  which  nothing 
1752-  ^jjg  farther  ftom  his  thoughts — saw  that  he  must  play  his 
cards  differently  if  he  would  win.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
the  disputes  between  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line,  were  still  unsettled ; 
and  it  was  evident  that  so  long  as  the  disputes  between 
the  assembly  and  the  governor  continued,  they  would  be 
as  far  off  from  an  adjustment  as  ever.  Those  fiimilies  of 
the  province  who  held  large  estates,  had  grown  weary  of 
these  continual  wranglings ;  and  now  gave  the  chief  justice 
pretty  plainly  to  understand,  that  if  he  would  retain  his 
popularity,  he  must  cease  his  opposition.  This  was 
touching  Mr.  De  Lancey  in  a  vital  spot;  for  he  could  not, 
for  the  present  at  least,  afford  to  lose  anything  that 
might  tend  to  further  his  ambition.  He  therefore  became 
more  cautious  and  less  open  in  his  opposition;  and  the 
remainder  of  Mr.  Clinton's  administration  was  passed  in 
comparative  freedom  from  those  storms  of  faction,  which 
had  raged  so  fiercely  between  himself  and  the  assembly** 

Serious  difSculiy  was  experienced  this  year  in  the  collee* 
tion  of  the  Oswego  duties*  Ck>nsiderable  complaint  had 
arisen  of  late  in  regard  to  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
duties  were  collected ;  and  hints  of  a  dishonorable  nature 
had  been  freely  expressed  agsdnst  those  who  had  them  in 
charge.  Now,  however,  direct  charges  of  peculation  were 
brought  against  John  De  Peyster  and  Peter  Schuyler  Jun., 
two  of  the  commissioners;  who,  to  say  the  least,  had  been 
guilty  of  great  ill  management  and  criminal  neglect  The 
dissatisfaction  at  length  grew  so  serious,  as  to  lead  Mr. 
Clinton  to  take  the  matter  in  hand ;  and  he  accordingly 
wrote  to  Colonel  Johnson,  requesting  him  to  ferret  out 
the  true  fiEhcts.  The  following  extract  from  the  colonel's 
reply,  seems  to  show  that  the  charges  were  not  ill  founded. 

*  Moms  was  appointed  govenior  of  Peim^lTttiii*  la  1764. 

•Smith. 
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«Ab  to  that  aflMr  of  the  Oswego  duties,"  be  writes,©^ 
"  although  a  corsed  piece  of  villainy,  yet  it  ia  very  diffi-  w^w 
cult  to  find  out    De  Peyster  has  owned  to  me  that  he  has  ^^•^ 
not  entered  into  recognizance  these  seyeral  years.    The 
mayor  tells  me,  also,  that  whe|i  he  sent  for  Peter  Schuyler 
to  qualify,  he  then  sent  for  De  Peyster  likewise,  and  he 
refused  it,  notwithstapding  he  Jias  acted  all  the  time.    On 
talking  to  him  some  time  ago  about  the  yearly  amount  of 
duties,  he  acknowledged  that  they  amounted  to  upwards  of 
JEIOOO,  the  year  1749,  so  that  the  other  three  years,  which 
he  mentions  in  his  accounts  delivered  to  the  assembly,  the 
duties  are  but  about  4145,  as  you'll  see  in  the  last  notes,  p. 
82 — a  most  damnable  imposition  on  the  public,  yet  I  can- 
not sift  it  out,  without  he  is  to  produce  his  books,"* 

Doubts  as  to  the  duties  having  been  honestly  collectod, 
had  arisen  in  the  assembly  the  previous  year,  and  they  had 
at  their  sitting  in  the  fall  ordered  "that  the  commis- 
sioners, for  collecting  the  duties  on  goods  carried  to 
Oswego,  do,  with  all  conveniept  speed,  lay  before  the 
house,  a  particular  account  on  oath,  of  what  the  said 
duties  have  amounted  to,  from  the  delivery  of  the  accounts, 
to  the  first  of  September  last."*  In  accordance  with  this 
order  John  De  Peyster  sent  in  his  accounts  on  oath,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  duties,  from  June  1746  to  Sep- 
tember 1750,  amounted  to  ^1145,  17^.  8d.  Thus,  from 
the  acknowledgment  made  to  the  mayor,  it  would  appear, 
as  Johnson  observes,  that  only  a  trifie  over  ^145  was  left  for 
the  years  '47,  '48  and  '60— a  fact  which  fully  justified  the 
suspicion  of  unfair  dealing,  No  farther  action  however, 
was  taken ;  for  although  scarcely  any  one  doubted  their 
dishonesty,  yet  owing  to  the  want  of  positive  proof,  it  was 
difiicult  to  fix  the  charges  upon  the  parties  to  this  trans- 
action, and  they  therefore  escaped.  They  were  never- 
theless more  cautious  in  future,  and  De  Peyster  in  his 
next  accounts  for  the  year  1761,  showed  the  amount  of 

iBlAirascTipt  letter. 

t  Joxumala  of  the  genenU  Msembl^. 
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CH^«  duties  received  to  be   something  over   £9401    Johnson 
wy^  interfered  grievously  with  their  knavish  plans,  and  hence, 
17*^  the  bitter  malignity  with  which  he  was  pursued  by  a  few 
individuals,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Clouds  still  hung  along  the  border  of  the  northern 
frontier.  In  the  suijimer  of  this  year,  a  scalping  party  of 
St  Francis  Indians  surprised  four  young  men,  who  were 
trapping  beaver  along  the  head  waters  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  Ope  of  thes^  was  John  Stark,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  bold  and  fearless  hunter.  When  he 
found  himself  surprised,  he  shouted  to  his  brother,  who 
was  in  a  canoe,  to  gain  the  opposite  shore.  This  he  did 
and  escaped,  though  not  before  a  young  man  with  him  in 
the  boat  had  been  shot  at  and  killed.  Stark,  with  his 
companion  Eastman,  was  carried  up  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  down  Memphremagog  to  the  chief  village  of  the 
tribe.  While  there,  he  conducted  himself  with  so  much 
courage  and  good  humor,  as  to  win  the  affection  of  his 
captors,  who  dressed  him  in  their  finest  robes,  and 
cherished  him  with  so  much  kindness,  as  to  allow  him, 
upon  receiving  a  ransom,  to  return  to  his  friends.  The 
lessons  of  woodcraft  which  Stark  learned  in  this  early  cap- 
tivity, qualified  him  to  render  efficient  service  in  the  next 
war,  from  which  by  his  courage  and  energy  he  rose  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.^ 

The  general  assembly  met  in  March,  but  was  by 
successive  prorogations,  prevented  from  sitting  until 
May.  In  his  opening  message  on  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Clin- 
ton expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  resolves  passed  during 
the  last  session, — ^to  take  at  this  meeting,  the  state  of  the 
frontier  fortifications,  and  the  Indian  afibirs  into  consider- 
ation ;  having,  as  he  said,  the  fullest  confidence  in  their 
honor  and  justice.  Nor  did  he  fsAl  to  speak  in  the  warm- 
est terms  of  their  determination  to  advanpe  the  cause  of 


1  Belknap. 
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leammg,  by  the  fomiding  of  a  college;  and  he  hoped  that  oa^. 
the  plan  would  receive  their  warmest  encouragement^  and  ^v^ 
be  (speedily  carried  into  effect.    He,  also,  informed  them  ^^^* 
of  the  encroachments  which  had    been  made  upon  the 
province  by  the  colonies  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massar 
chusetts  Bay ;  advising,  that  committees  from  both  houses 
^outd  be  appointed  to  concert  the  proper  measures  to  be 
taken  in  this  affidr,  in  which,  he  assured  them  of  hia 
hearty  aseistance.    He  thai  alluded  to  the  colony  debts, 
among  which  was  the  long  standing   claim  of  Colonel 
Johnson;  and  closed  with  a  promise  to  do  eveiything  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  welfiette  of  tie  colony.* 

The  assembly  in  its  reply,  two  days  afterward,  thanked 
the  governor  in  the  warmest  tenns  for  his  kind  offer  of 
assistance,  promising  to  do  everything  in  its  power  for  the 
interest  of  the  colony.  Both  the  executive  and  the  house 
seemed  to  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit  of  harmony, 
which,  indeed,  continued  throughout  the  entire  session. 
Kor  did  the  assembly  confine  itself  to  words.  A  commit- 
tee, of  the  legislalive  council  and  the  house,  met  on  the 
New  England  encroachments,  and  passed  a  bill  authorising 
a  committee  to  prepare  a  representation  upon  this  grievance 
for  the  king's  ministers.*  A  bill  was  also  passed  for 
raising  a  sum  by  lottery  for  the  college ;  the  colony  debt^ 
incurred  during  the  late  war,  discharged ;  money  voted  for 
the  fortifications ;  and  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds 
appropriated  for  Indian  presents.  • 

While  the  general  assembly  was  sitting,  a  letter  to 
Colonel  Johnson  from  Captain  Stoddard,  and  one  also 
from  Lieutenant  Holland  to  Mr.  Clinton,  both  dated  at 
Oswego,  informed  the  executive  council  that  the  French 
were  again  active  and  threatened  serious  trouble.    On  the 

fourteenth  of  May,  thirty  French  canoes,  with  five  hundred 

,  -  .  >  ■ 

1  Jonrnalfl  of  the  assembly. 

*The  committee  were  aU  members  of  the  house,  and  eoBsisted  of  Dftvid 
Jones,  John  Thomes,  P«al  BiehmtdBf  William  Walton,  Henry  Gragar,  aad 
John  Watta. 

•Smith. 
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<mif.  iDdia&fl  under  the  coniiaand  of  Monnenr  Marin,  pasaed 
^^^^^  that  po0t  on  tiieir  way  to  tiie  Ohio  River.  By  a  Frenclmiaii| 
^^^  lately  arrived  at  Oswego,  it  appearod  tiiat  this  was  only 
the  advance  guard  of  an  army  of  sixthoaaandmen,  which 
Hie  SVench  had  been  eonoentrating,  preparatory  to  their 
taking  possession  of  the  Ohio  Valley.  Their  object  was 
to  8npportK-4»y  boilding  forts  along  the  Ohio,  and  if  neces- 
SMy,  by  force  of  arms-^their  riaim  to  the  lands  bordering 
upon  that  river;  and  to  cgect  those  English  tradens  who 
had  already  settled  along  its  banks. 

Litbantion  of  this  Botovessent  was  received  by  Johnson 
early  in  April.  A  party  of  tho  Bix  Nations  hunting  in  the 
tarly  part  oi  tiiat  mondi  near  the  rapids  oi  the  St.  Law- 
rence, haddeseriedalargeoompany  of  French  and  Indians, 
(ML  thair  way  to  Ontario.  Two  of  their  swiftest  of  foot 
wwebunediately  dispatched  with  the  intelligenoe  to  their 
council  fire  at  Onondaga^  Thence  the  news  was  borne  to 
the  colonel,  who  was  awakened  at  midn^ht^  on  the  nine* 
teenth  of  April,  by  terrific  whoops  and  yell%  and  pitesented 
with  «  belt  of  wampnm  which  was  to  urge  the  Ei\glish  to 
]NN)teot  tike  Ohio  tod  the  Miami  Indians.  ^ 

The  6ix  Jfiafei<»s^  especially  tho  Mohawka>  stra^tway 
iook-alaxm^  ocmsidering  th^  Ohio  as  their  property,  and 
any  attiempt  therefore  to  erect  forts  upon  that  river,  as  a 
direct  infiringement  on  their  rights.  This  conduct  of  the 
SVench  ivas  not  calcalafted  to  assauge  th«  temper  of  the 
Mohawks,  already  in  an  alarminig  state,  oaused  by  their 
faEtvimjg  been  overreached,  as  they  alleged,  in  some  aales 
«f  land  to  the  whites.  Added  to  this,  while  they  wit- 
nessed the  active  movements  of  the  French,  they  saw  no 
aonreapooding  activity  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
liFew  Yoik,  either  for  resisting  these  encroachments,  or 
fer  protecting  them  in  their  castles.  In  truth,  there  was 
cause  for  this  feeling.  The  strange  apathy  of  the  parent 
government  in  thwarting  the  designs  of  the  French,  and 
liie  ertminal  neglect  of  the  assembly  to  protect  the  fron- 

1  Colonel  Johnson  to  Goremor  Clinton,  80th  April  1768. 
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tiers,  gave  truth  to  the  remaik  of  King  Hendrik,  that^'Ja" 
^  the  council  and  assembly  dont  take  care  of  Albany,  but'-v— ' 
leave  it  naked  and  defenceless,  and  dont  care  what  becomes 
of  our  nation,  but  sit  in  peace  and  quietness,  while  we 
are  exposed  to  the  enemy."  The  Indian  commissioners 
at  Albany  never  had  had  either  the  confidence  or  the 
affection  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  since  the  resignation  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  they  had  been  sadly  neglected.  The 
Mohaws  at  length  became  so  uneasy,  that,  after  appealing 
in  vain  to  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  they  determined  to 
apply  at  head  quarters  for  the  redress  of  their  grievances ; 
and  accordingly  Hendrik,  accompanied  by  several  of  the 
Mohawk  chieftains,  visited  Governor  Clinton  at  New  York 
during  the  session  of  the  assembly. 

The  reproaches  of  the  great  Mohawk  chieftii.in  against 
£he  council  and  assembly,  for  their  indifference  and  cruel 
neglect  of  his  nation,  were  affecting,  yet  bitterly  severe. 
The  grievances,  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  being 
imposed  upon  in  the  sales  of  their  lands,  were  especially 
dwelt  upon.  Reminding  them  of  the  aid  which  tiiey  h€td 
received  from  him  in  times  past,  he  accused  them  of 
having  embroiled  his  nation  with  the  French,  and  then 
refusing  to  protect  their  castles  from  the  revenge  of  their 
enemy ;  the  hatchet,  also,  which  had  been  placed  in  their 
hands  by  the  government,  was  still  there,  never  having 
been  taken  back.*  Hitherto,  he  continued,  you  have  de- 
sired that  the  paths  should  be  kept  open  %j  us,  but  now, 
you  make  no  effort  to  keep  the  Frendi  from  closing  them, 
but  throw  the  whole  burden  upon  us.  If,  therefore,  yon 
do  not  endeavor  to  redress  our  grievances,  the  rest  of  our 
brethren  of  the  8ix  Nations  shall  know  of  it,  and  all  paths 
shall  be  stopped*  Dreading^  also,  the  formalities  of  diplo- 
matic etiquette,  which  always  was  a  terror  to  the  Indjums, 

<It  WAS  always  oustomary,  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  to  make  their  Indian 
aHiea  presents,  when  the  hatohet  was  formally  boiieA.  Hendrlch  ^llndes 
liere  to  Ihis  eemmiajiy  'haffing  hMQ  negleeted. 
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OB^.  and  recollecting  the  long  delay  in  the  exchange  of  prv 
wy^soners,  Hendrik,  now  grown  desperate^  could  not  hrook 
1768.  any  delay.  He  therefore  closed  his  speech  with  this 
canstic  remark :  "We  beg  you  will  not  be  long  considering 
it  You  may,  perhaps,  tell  us,  you  will  write  to  our  Father 
the  Sang,  but  that  will  be  too  long.  We  therefore  desire 
you  will  do  something  immediately,  or  tell  us  at  once,  you 
will  do  nothing  at  all  for  us." 

Before  Mr.  Clinton  replied  to  Hendrik,  the  committee, 
to  whom  had  been  entrusted  the  business  of  investigating 
the  complaints  of  the  Mohawks  regarding  their  land  sales, 
reported,  through  Mr.  Holland,  that  all  the  lands,  in  the 
purchase  of  which  the  Indians  alleged  they  had  been  de- 
frauded, had  been  patented  many  years  before  his  excel- 
lency had  taken  the  reins  of  government ;  and  that  it  was 
therefore  impossible,  by  examining  the  grants  registered 
in  New  York,  to  determine  wlxether  the  persons  who  had 
purchased  of  the  Indians  had  imposed  upon  them  or  not 
This,  Mr.  Clinton  explained  to  Hendrik  in  his  answer- 
ing speech,  but  stated,  that  a  conference  would  be  held 
with  them  at  Albany  during  the  summer ;  and  as  regarded 
the  alleged  land  frauds^  he  would  put  their  complaints 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indian  commissioners,  who  would  see 
that  justice  was  done  them.  The  angry  feelings,  however, 
of  Hendrik  and  his  brother  chiefs,  were  too  deeply  rooted, 
to  be  thus  easily  eradicated  by  the  promise  of  a  conference. 
Having  but  a  poor  idea  of  the  justice  to  be  obtained  at 
Albany,  they  immediately  retired  in  disgust,  but  not  be- 
fore Hendrik  had  delivered  the  following  philippic  : 

"  Brother:  When  we  came  here  to  relate  our  grievances 
about  our  lands,  we  expected  to  have  something  done  for 
us,  and  we  have  told  you  that  the  covenant  chain  of  our 
forefiathers  was  like  to  be  broken,  and  you  tell  us,  that  we 
shall  be  redressed  at  Albany ;  but  we  know  them  so  well, 
that  we  will  not  trust  to  them,  for  they  are  no  people,  but 
devils,  so  we  rather  desire  that  you  will  say  nothing  shall 
be  done  for  us.    By  and  by,  yon  will  expect  to  see  the 
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nations  down,  which  yon  shall  not  see,  for  as  soon  as  we  orap. 
come  home,  we  will  send  np  a  belt  of  wampum  to  ourw,,— ^ 
brethren  the  Five  Nations,  to  acquaint  thwn  the  covenant  ^^**^- 
chain  is  broken  between  jou  and  us.    So  you  are  not  to 
expect  to  hear  of  me  any  more,  and  we  desire  to  hear  no 
more  of  you.    And  we  shall  no  longer  acquaint  you  with 
any  news  or  af&irs  as  we  used  to  do." 

The  alleged  grievances  respecting  the  land  frauds  might 
be  redressed ;  but  these  threats,  in  the  present  critical 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  ruinous  condition  of  the  for- 
tifications, might  not  so  easily  be  ignored  or  despised. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  a  message  to  the  as- 
sembly, on  the  ninth  of  June,  informing  that  body  of  the 
conference  which  he  had  just  held  with  the  Mohawk  chief ; 
urging  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to 
cakn  the  temper  of  the  Indians,  and  to  secure  their  alli- 
ance. This  intelligence  at  once  aroused  the  assembly 
from  its  shameful  apathy,  and  showed  them  the  necessity 
of  immediately  providing  for  the  interests  and  safety  of 
the  colony.  It  forthwith  voted  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  in  addition  to  the  eight  htmdred  before  voted,  to 
be  given  to  the  Indians  to  assist  in  burying  the  hatchet ; 
and,  on  the  sixteenth,  it  resolved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress should  be  presented  to  his  excellency,  praying  that 
he  would  be  pleased,  ^^  in  this  extracrdinary  cor^UTiction  of 
Indian  afl&irs,  to  meet  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany 
ibis  summer  in  person,  to  renew  the  ancient  alliance  with 
them,  and  to  bury  the  hatchet." 

A  few  days  afterward,  Mr.  Clinton  sent  down  to  the 
house  copies  of  Hendrik's  speech,  with  the  suggestion, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  send  forthwith  some  man  of 
influence  to  the  several  castles  of  the  confederacy,  who 
should  lay  before  it  the  injustice  done  to  the  Mohawk  chiefs, 
and  prevent  the  mischievous  consequences  which  would 
arise,  should  the  threats  of  Hendrik  be  carried  into  effect. 
In  answer  to  this  message,  and  in  accordance  with  its  re- 
solve of  the  sixteenth,  the  house,  on  the  twentieth,  prepared 
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cnMh  and  sent  in  to  the  governor  an  elaborate  addrem^  in  which 
>,..^^w  it  oonfeased  that  the  Indian  affaira  were  in  such  a  critical 
^758.  state,  that^  ^4n  their  opinion^  no  commissioner  that  could 
be  appointed  would  have  so  much  weight  among  the  Six 
Nations  as  himself."  It  hoped,  therefore,  that  he  would  not 
hcMtate  a  moment  in  determining  to  meet  the  Bix  Nations 
at  Albany  during  the  summer ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  ad- 
vised, that  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  two  persons 
of  weight  among  the  Indians  should  be  dispatched  with 
all  possible  haste  to  the  several  Indian  castles,  to  induce 
them  to  meet  him  at  Albany,  there  to  adjust  all  their  diffi- 
culties and  complaints* 

The  health  of  Mr.  Clinton  rendering  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  should  be  able  to  meet  the  Indians  during  the 
summer,  he  proposed  to  authorize  such  persons  to  attend 
in  hiB  place,  as  both  branches  of  his  legislature  should 
agree  in  appointing.  This  suggestion  was  immediately 
acted  upon  by  the  assembly ;  and  the  msu  that  was  selected 
to  be  the  sole  distributor  of  the  presents,  and  the  confidant 
of  both  houses,  was  Colonel  Johnson  !^  Perhaps  no  better 
proof  can  be  adduced  of  the  confessed  ascendancy  of  the 
latter  over  the  Indians,  and  of  his  known  ability,  than  the 
joint  address  signed  by  James  De  Lancey  and  David  Jones, 
to  Mr.  Clinton,  requesting  a  treaty  for  <^  appeaaing  the  ill 
temper  of  the  Indians,"  and  praying  that  Colonel  Johnson 
might  be  sent  to  Onondaga  to  meet  the  Confederacy.'  It 
is  very  certain,  that  with  the  known  enmity  with  which  at 
this  time  he  was  regarded  by  the  chief  justice,  and  with  ^11 
the  obstacles  which  had  been  continually  thrown  in  the  way 
of  his  collecting  his  accounts,  if  any  other  person  had  been 
capable,  Johnson  would  have  been  the  last  one  selected. 
But  at  this  critical  juncture,  private  enmity  was  forced  to 
yield  to  the  public  good;  and  both  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature united  in  declaring,  ^^  that,  in  their  opinion,  Colonel 
Johnson  was  the  most  proper  person  to  be  appointed  to  do 

1  Manusoript  oouuoil  minmief; 

>])«  LMMeyand  DaTid  Jobm  wfre  atUiU  tim^  4i«  ape#k#r0,  respeotively, 
of  the  cQuncil  and  the  assemblj. 
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this  Bervice ;  and  they  humbly  hoped  his  excellency  would  oa«P. 
commissionate  him:  w^^ 

Agreeably  to  this  request,  Colonel  Johnson  at  once  set  ^^^ 
out  on  his  imssion.  His  journey  was  somewhat  hastened 
by  intelligence,  received  prior  to  his  departure,  that  a 
party  of  the  Six  N&tions,  in  violation  of  their  treaty,  had 
recently  returned,  from  the  country  of  the  Catawbas, 
bringing  witibi  them  sealps  and  prisoners;  and  as  serious 
trouble  was  likely  to  result  from  this,  unless  such  conduct 
was  speedily  stopped^  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  On  his  arri^ 
val  at  Mount  Johnson,  both  of  the  Mobawk  castles  were 
summoned  to  meet  him  at  his  house  the  twenty-sixth  of 
July.  The  Indians  came  with  alacrity,  delighted,  as  they 
expressed  it,  that  he  wais  ^ain.^<  raised  up,"  akid  was  once 
more  to  be  the  organ  of  comn^tmication  between  their 
people  and  the  English.  Weary  of  the  frauds  practised 
upon  them,  since  he  had  resigned  the  eharge  of  their 
affairs,  the  Indians  came  to  him  as  to  a  father  anxious  to 
unbosom  all  theiit  griefs ;  for,  in  the  Icmguage  of  Hendrik 
on  this  occasion,  **  where  should  they  resort  to  when  any- 
thing laid  heavy  on  their  hearts,  but  where  Okey  had 
always  found  satisfaction,  whatever  might  trouble  them." 
Contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Indians,  when  called  to  a 
council,  Hendrik  opened  the  eonference  by  speaking  first. 
If  anyone,  other  than  Johnson,  he  said,  had  sent  for  them, 
they  would  not'  have  ♦* moved  a  foot;"  but  how  they 
would  cheerfully  listen  to  what  he  had  to  say. 
.  .The  answer  of  Jolyison  was  kind,  yet  full  of  stem 
reproof  for  theirpast  behavior.  The  unreasonableness  of 
their  demands  and  threats  which  they  had  so  freely 
expressed  in  2f  ew  York,  was  dwelt  upon  at  length.  The 
goverpor,  he  said,  was  grieved  to  think  that  they  whom 
he  had  always  supposed  were  such  sincere  friends,  should 
with  such  loud  and  foul  words,  soil  that  chain,  which  had 
been  made  by  their  wise  forefathers,  and  which  had 
remained  ^ntil  now  bright  and  unsullied ;  the  expectation 
of    Governor    Clinton,  of  soon    leaving  the  province, 

54 
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CMP- together  with  his  ill  healtih,  prevented  iiin  from  meeting, 
s..^,.wthem  at  this  time,  but  his  successor  would  have  time  to 
17^*  hear  their  complaints  and  to  quiet  th^ir  minds ;  hence,  he 
was  empowered  to  goto  Onondaga,  and  trei^t  with  the  Six 
Nations  in  the  governor's  name,  and  he  now  invited  th^oi 
all  to  join  widi  him  in  auch  steps  as  would  imaure  a  harmo* 
niouB  meeting.  The  Indians^  in  tioieir  reply  on  ^  fol* 
lowing  day,  said  they  had  heard  }m  remarks  with 
*<  willing  ears,"  which  would  nev^  he  effinoed  from  the 
minds  of  the  youngest  person  pireaent  Although  senfiibly 
affected  by  the  neglect  with,  which  tbey  had  been  tr^ted, 
yet  they  would  once  BM»e,  on  his  soli^tation,  buiry  tb^ir 
animosities  in  a  pool  so  deep  as  never  io  b^  thought  of 
again."  Thus,  thirough  the.suftgular  aacwdaAcy  ^f  John^ 
scm,  the  Mohawks,  lately  sodetce  aad.  implacable,  on<^e 
more  became  docile  and  gotod  humored. 

In  September,  the  colonel  set  out  for  the  great  council 
fire  of  the  Six  I^ationa,  which  was  civer  l^ept  fa$untkig,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  ieighth  of.  the  salVbe  fuonth.  About  a 
mile  from  the  town  he  was.  met.  by  the  laachemS)  &xid 
escorted;  with  *11  the  fiorm3  of  Indian  o^remo^jal,  tp  the 
shore  of  the  lake^  where  he  encamped..  The  iohie&  hav- 
ing signified  their  readijaess  to  ve(MYe  him  that  Qi^ne  day 
he  went  directly  to  the  council .  As  soon  m  he  wns  seatedt 
Bed  Head,  the  chief  saehem  of  the  Onondagas,  rose  and 
presented  hizn  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  requestiipig  him  to 
*^  wipe  away  faia  tears,  and  speaks  freely,"^ , 

1  *<  The  original  wampum  of  the  Iroquoifl,  in  irhiok  the  lawf  ofT  the  liea^e 
irere  reeorded^  was  madeof  spiral  fireshowaier  ikel^,  ot^-hM^  w^h.wisre 
ytnmgf  on  deer  nkin  itrfngf,  er  elnew,  «Bd  the  rtrands  Jnraided  ^to  belta, 
€fft  simply  united,  into  atcinge.  Hubbard  thiis  speaks  oC*  wampum  in  gene> 
^al:  '*  It  is  of  two  sorts,  white  and  purple.  The  white  is  worked  out  of  the 
inside  of  tbe  great  concb  into  the  form  of  a  bdad,  and  perforated  te 
siring  on  leather.  The  purple  Is  worked  oat  of  thei  inside '  of  the  auaele 
Siiell.  They  are  woren  broad  as  one's  h>n4^  sted.^bqHt  two  feet  loAi^ 
STheJBe  tbfgr  call  belts,  ai^d  jsive  and  seoeiye  at  their  trea^i^  as  the  seals  of 
their  friendship."  It  was  first  known  in  New  lEngland  as  wampumpeag, 
and  the  art  of  making  it  was  obtained  ftata,  the  Dttt>faf,  acroorcKng  %o  Hiiloh- 
Inson,  about  1627."— Jfor^an*»  Lutgu^  oflke  Ir¥gt6iM* 
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'  Having  by  the  distribtLtion  of  a  few  presents  disposed  o»jf, 
the  Indians  to  a  fayorable  hearing,  the  colonel  announced  v»yw 
the  expected  arrival  of  a  new  governor,  who  would  imeet  ^^^^• 
them  in  a  short  time  with  pre«ents,  and  hear  all  of  their 
grievances.  Until  tlien,  he  charged  them  to  live  in  hnv 
mony  with  their  English  brethren.  In  reference  to  the 
incursions  upon  the  Southern  Indians,  he  was  exceedingly 
grieved  to  learn  that  some  of  their  people  had  returned 
with  scalps  and  prisoners  from  the  Oatawbas,  with  whomi 
in  his  presence,  they  had  made sudbt  a  solemn  treaty;  and 
that  unless  this  affair  was  speedily  settled,  it  would  remain 
an  indellible  stain  upon  the  character  and  faith  of  their 
nation.  He  therefore  urged  them  to  immediately  return 
the  prisoners,  and  commit  no  farther  hostililies.  la 
regard  to  the  Fi^ench—"  are  you  willing,"  said  he,  <<  that 
they  should  dispossess  you  of  the  rich  lands  and  fitir  fields 
along  the  Ohio;,  your  ancestral  inheritance !  No,  rather 
qiiench  the  ifir^  ^ready  lightfed  by  them,  at  Swegachey,* 
and  call  in  your  warriors  that  have  wandered  off,  Uiat 
united,  you  may  crush  them !  The  paths,  like^se,  to  thii 
plaie,  are  almost  choked  with  weeds,  and  the  fire  that  once 
burned  so  brightly,  nearly  extinguished."  He  was  -there- 
fore charged  by  tti6  governor,  to  rekindle  the  fire  WitJi 
such  wood,  as  should  never  go'  out:  '*^I  now,"  he  con^ 
tinned,  "  renew  the  fire,  steeep  arid  clean  all  your  rooms 
with  a  new  white  wing,  and  leave  it  hanging  near  tlie  fire 
place,  that  you  may  use  it  for  cleaning  all  the  dui^  and 
dirt,  "^hich  inay  have  been  brought  in  by  strangers,  no 
frienos  to  you  or  us/'  By  such  appeals,  was  there  a  direct 
road  opened  to  the  hearts  of  these  metaphor-loving  people. 
Two  days  afterwards.  Red  Head  thanked  him  for  giving 
the  Six  Nations  notice  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  new 
governor;  adding  that  whenever  he  chose  to  convene 
them  they  would  cheerfully  attend*  In.  the  meantime, 
brother  Warohiyatighey  might  rest  assured  that  the  ancient 
friendship  for  the  EngliBh  was  undiminished.    It  was  not 

1  La  Presentation,  now  Ogdetfsbatgh. 
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OR«p.with  their  «>Bsent,  he  continded,  duvb  the  Freoch  had 
v..,^^  occupied  the  Ohio,  but  really  they  did  not  know  what  the 
^7^- SngHsh  and  French  together  intended;  ''for  they  were 
akeady  bo  hemmed  in  by  both^  that  hardly  a  hunting  place 
was  left ;  so  that  even  if  they  should  find  a  bear  in  a  tree, 
there  would  immediately  appear  an  owner  of  the  land,  to 
ohallelnge  the  property/'  Regarding  the  Catawbas,  their 
answer  waa  less  aatisfitctbry.  They  deplored,  it  is  true,  the 
violation  of  Hie  treaty,  but  declined  giving  a  definite 
answer  t^on  tl»s  point,  usiil  the  meeting  with  the  new 
governor. 

This  cotaferehoe,  cofnaidering  the  previously  exdted  sftate 
of  the  IndiJEms,  was  conmdered  hy  the  colonel  as  quite 
sdccessfnl ;  aiuU  aooiountof  whi<^  was  enclosed  by  him 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clinton  iqK)n  his  retuxn  Jbome.on  the 
twenty*fi>uith.^ ' 

Mr*  Clinton  was  at  his  country  seat  at  Flushing,  Long 
Inland,  wl^en  his  successor,  3ir  Danvers  Osborne,  amved. ' 
This.was  on  Bundajjr,  the  seventh  of  October.  The  coun- 
ci},.  mayori  corpo^tion,  and  the  chief  citizens,  niet  the  new 
governor  on  his  arrival,  and  escorted  him  to  the  council 
chamh^.  The, following  d^y,.  Mr*  Clinton  9aUed  upon 
hiipif  i^ld  theybpth  dined  with  thp  i^embers  of  tl^e  council. 
On  Wednesday. mpr^mg,  Mr,  piintcrn  adouaisiterad  tohim 


•  1  For  this  Uitt«r,  m  kf«11  aft  for  a^  Ml .  sad  dftUikd  aoooiatit  of  ihii 
its  »t  0i|^4s^,  tlk^  roftteui  reforittd  U>  th#,i>^ft«ficnfiiry  jSw^diy  <tf  i^«v 
Tor*,  a,  680.  . 

It  vill  be  noticed  that  nothing  was  said  to  the  Indians  at  this  time 
in  relation  to  **  bnt^ing  the  hatchet."  Shortly  \>efore  |the'  conftoence, 
Coll^nel  Johnson  wrot«  to  Iftr.  Glinton  thai  in  the  present  state  of  liostdU- 
ties  with  the  French,  he  did  not  think  it  adrisable  to  take  the  hatchet  out 
of  their  hands ;  and  by  the  advice  of  the  eonnoil,  to  whom  hfs  letter  was 
referred,  Mr.  Clinton  countermanded  his  instruction  to  Johnson  in  this 
particular. — GouneU  minuttB, 

'Mr.  Clinton,  whose  health  hadbeMi  nmoh  impaired  bj  the  severity  of 
tho  American  winters,  had  often  request^  to  b§  recalled,  and  at  one  time 
^d  disposed  of  aU  his  furniture  preparatory  to  that  step.  It  was  not,  how- 
CTer,  untU  this  year  that  the  crown  saw  fit  to  grant  the  required  permission 
and  appoint  a  suoceesor. 
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the  oath  of  office  and  delivered  to  him  the  seals ;  at  the  c«A»r> 
game  time  deliveriog  to  James  De  Lanoej  his  commission  >-*v-^ 
as  lieutenant  «govemop.  As  soon  as  these  fbrmg  were^'^ 
finished,  Governor  Osborne,  attended  by  the  council  and 
Mr.  Clinton,  set  out  for  the  toVm  haU,  where  the  new  com- 
mission was  usually  read  to  the  people.  Scarcely,  however, 
had  the  procession  advanced  a  fbw  steps,  when  the  rabble, 
incited,  it  is  said,  by  the  De  Lancey  &ction,  insulted  Mr* 
Clinton  so  grossly,  as  to  compel  him  to  leave  the  party,  and 
retire  into  the  fort.  In  the  evening  cannon  were  fired,  bon 
fires  lighted,  firewoi'ks  displayed,  and  the  whole  city  was 
given  up  to  a  deliritun  of  joy.  Amid  all  these  rejoicings, 
tiie  new  governor  sat  in  his  room  glo6my  and  sad,  and 
seemingly  averse  to  conversation  retired  early.  On  Thurs- 
day  morning  he  infoimed  tlie  council  that  his  strict  orders 
were  to  iuBist  upon  an  indefinite  support  for  the  govern-' 
ment,  and  desired  to  have  t&e  opinion  of  the  board  upon 
the  probabilities  of  its  success.  ^  It  was  universally  agreed 
by  the  members  preset,  that  the  assembly  never  would* 
submit  to  this  demand,  and  tiiat  a  permanent  support  could 
not  be  enforced.  Turning  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  hiHierto 
remained  silent;  he  reijtlested  his  opinion,  which  being  to 
the  same  effect  as  that  just  expressed,  Mr.  Osborne  sighed, 
anid  leaning  against  the  Window  with  his  &ce  partially  con- 
cealed exclaimed,  in  great  miental  distress,  ^*Then  what  am 
I  sent  here  fi^r !"'  That  same  evening  be  was  b&  unwell 
that  a  physician  was  sunmioned,  with  whom  he  conversed 
foft  a  littie  time,  and  tiien  retired  to  his  chamber,  where  he 
spent  most  of  the  night  in  arranging  his  private  a&insi 
In  the  morning  he  was  found  saspendedfromi  the  top  of 
the  garden  fence,  dead.^  i  . 

Sir  Banvers  Osbohie  had  lost  a  wife  to  whomi  he  was 
pasedonately  attached^  shtMrtlybelol-e  coming  to  New -York* 

1  Councn  minuiefl. 

•Smith. 

sMasiiBeript  affi4aTUt  of  Philip  Ctoeibj  ,a&d  Joh&  Milligam  before  the 
eonncilk  Sworn  to,  Oei.  12,  1758,  uid  bow  preserred  in  the  secretary  of 
skate's  office,  Albany,  N.  T. 
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on^.This  acting  upon  a  mind  morbidly  sen^itiye,  had  thrown 
"-v^  him  into  a  melancholy  bordering  npon  inaanity.  He  came 
^7^*  to  the  government)  charged  with  inatructionB  mnch  more 
stringent  in  their  tpne  than  those  given  to  his  predecessor ; 
and  knowing  th«  difficulty  which  Mr.  Clinton  experienced 
during  his  administratiopy  he  saw  before  him  only  a  sue* 
cession  of  storms  and  tempests.  Almost  the  first  words  of 
the  city  corporation  in  th^ir  address  to  him  in  the  town  hall^ 
-*-^'that  they  would  not  brook  any  infringement  of  their 
liberties  civil  and  religions,"— convinced  Mr.  Osborne  of 
the  utter  impossibility  of  the  task  assigned  him.  All  these 
causes  working  upon  a  morbid  state  of.  mind, — wishing  to. 
cariy  out  his  instructions  on  the  ope  hand,  yet  seeing  ita 
utter  hopelessness  .on  the  .oth^> — product  a  temporary 
insanity,  in  which  state  he  committed  the  rash  act  Party^ 
rage,  it  is  tru/e,  threw  out  suapicionfl  of  unfair  play;  and 
the  council  even  thoioght  it  worth  while  to  appoint  a  ec^m- 
mittee.to  investigate  .more  fully  the  ciiroumstancea  of  hia 
death;  but  these  suspicions,  it  was  imad^  elearly  evident, 
ware  entirely  without  foundation.  ^ 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  Qov^ipor  Qeborne,  Mr. 
De  Lancey,  by  virtue  of  his  commission  as  •  lieutenant 
governor,  assumed  the  reina  of  government  Th^  tqIo 
which  he  was  now  to  play,  though  diAoult,  was  acted  with 
his  usual  shrewdness  and  address*  He  hlad  now  to  con- 
vince the  ministi^  that  he  was  a^ealoufilin  thepeomolion  of 
fli0  inteocestaof  the  crown ;  while  ail  the  .aame  timc^  if  hei 
would  retaicn  his  own  popularity  ha  mti^tshoW  the  aasem- 
bly  that  he  was  true  iQ.his  £omier  ^lineiplea^  andf  by  no 
meavfl  required  a  -eompliaaee  with  the  infitrujCtion%  which  j 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  he  should  present  to  tiheBn>  Of 
theinstractibns'  given  by  the  crow^  to  Osborne,  which  were 
now  io^  be  submitted  by  his  suacesJBor)  the  thirtjj^ninth 
article  was  the  most  obnoxious.  The  impression  was 
^prevalent  that  the  increasing  power  of  Mr.  De  Lancey,  and 
the  ferment  raised  against  Mr.  dinton's  admintstration, 

- — . ■ i  n  ,;     I  ■    .         I  ■( 

^  CottAoil  minutM. 
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was  the  occasion  of  the insertionof  liiis article;  providing cn^. 
as  it  did,  for  an  indefinite  support,  and  a  competent  salaiy  s*.v-^ 
to  all  the  civil  officers  of  t&e  colcmy.  *  ^^^ 

The  lientenant- governor  in  his  opening  message  to  tiie 
assembly,  the  last  day  of  Ootobes,  with  consummate 
tact,  said:  '^Yon  will  perceive  by  the  thirty-ninth  article 
of  his  mi^esty's  instructions  to  Sir  Danverg  Osborne,  !(copies 
of  which  I  shall  herewith  deliver  you)  how  highly  his 
majesty  is  displeased  at  the  neglect  of  and  contempt  shown 
to  his  royal  commisflftons  and  instniotiona^  by  your  passing 
laws  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  and  by  such  your  unwar- 
lantable  prooeediags,  porticniaiiy  set  forth  in  this  instnic- 
tion ;  hence  also  his  majesty's  royal'  pleasure  as  to  these 
matters  will  appear,  and  what  be  expects  from  you.  On 
this  head,  I  must  obeerre  to  you,  ihat  by  onr  excellent  con« 
stitntion  the  executive  power  is  lodged  in  the  crown ;  that 
all  government  is  founded  on  a  confidence  that  every  person 
will  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  if  there  shall 
be  any  abuse  of  power  that  the  legal  andregolar  course  is 
to  make  application  to  hia  majesty,  who,  liaving  a  Mater- 
nal tenderness  to  all  his  subjects,  is  always  ready  to  hear 
aad  redress  their  grievancesu''  To  the  assembly,  in  pafr* 
tieular,  he  adds :  ^  Z  must  earnestly  press  it  upon  you,  that 
in  preparing  y<mr  bill  for  the  suf^ort  of  government  and 
other  public  services,  you  pay  -a  due  regard  to  his  majesty's 
pleasore  signified  in  his  instructioloa ;  and  frame  them  in 
such  amannet,  aa,  wh^i  laid  before  me  for  my  assent,  I 
D^*y  gi"^^  it  consistent  with  my  duty  to  his  majesty/' 
Could  anything  be  move  satisfiEu^tory  to  the  ministry  m 
«;p>pearaaaM  thain  this  message?  ^'As  hia  iDoqesty's  repr&i 
sentaitive,  be  was  obliged  to  urgis  their  compliance  with 
seeming  sincerity  and  warmth ;  but  as  James  De  Lancey; 
theiir  old/friend  and  best  adviser,  it  was  his  real  sentiment, 

>  Letter  to  a  noblemaiL     Haas.  Hist.  Col.,  toI.  7,  II  seriei,  p.  81. 

The  members  comprising  the  executiye  council  at  this  time,  were  Messrs. 
Colden,  Alexandex.  Kennedy,  De  Lancey,  Clarke,  Jan.,  Murray,  Holland, 
Johnson,  Chambers,  and  Smith. 
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^ ML*  ^**  ^^^^  ought  they  to  snhmit  *  The  answer  of  the 
wv— '  assembly  was  equally  stadied ; — "  On  reading  the  thirty^ 
1768.  Qxiith  article  of  his  majeety's  instmctiona  to  Bir  Baarrees 
Osbomey  your  honor's  immediate  predecessor,  we  are 
extremely  surprised  to  find  that  the  public  transactions  of 
this  colony  have  been  so  maliciously  represented  to  our 
most  gracious  sovereign.  We  can,  sir,  with  truth  and 
justice  affirm,  that  his  majesty  has  not  in  his  dominions,  a 
people  more  firmly,  and  that  firom  principles  of  real  affee* 
tion,  devoted  to  his  person,  fltmily  and  government,  than 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  And  we  are  greatly  at  a 
loss  to  discover  in  what  instances  the  peace  and  tranquility 
of  the  colony  have  been  disturbed,  or  wherein  order  and 
government  have  been  subverted.  If  Ihe  course  of  justice 
has  been. obstructed,  or  in  any  case  perverted,  it  has  been 
by  the  direction  or  through  the  means  of  Mr.  Clinton,  late 
governor  of  this  province,  who  sent  peremptory  orders  to 
the  judges,  clerk,  and  sheriff  of  Dutchess  county^  to^stay  pro* 
oess,  and  stop  the  proceedings  in  several  cases  of  private 
property  depending  in  that  court,  and  also  did  in  other 
counties  commissionate  judges  and  justices  of  known  Hi 
cliaraoter  and  extreme  ignorance;  and  others  were  so 
flhattnefuUy  ignorant  and.illitetrate,  as  to  be  unable  to  write 
their  own  names,  from  whence  we  greatly  ftarthat  justice 
has  in  many  cases  been  parti^ly,  or  very  unduly  admin- 
istered.'' *  By  such  &lse  charges  did  tiie  assembly  attempt 
to  injure  Mr.  Olinten,  for  the  saktt  of  gratifying  its  per- 
sonal enmity.  False  they  undoubtedly  were.  The  riots 
eommenced  in  Dutehess  county,  to  which  allusion  is  here 
made,  were  brought  against  their  captains  fay  those  who 
had  deserted  the  expeditipn  to  Canada  in  1746^;  and  Mr. 
Olinten,  had  confessed  at  the  time  to  the  house,  that  his 
letters  to  the  justices  had  been  written  ignorantly  and  in 
haste,  and  that  if  any  one  was  injured  he  would  pay  out 
of  his  own  purse  his  damages.    As  to  the  charge  of 

'  Letter  to  a  nobUman. 
*Coanoil  minutes. 
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appointing  ignorant  men,  he  was  not  the  only  governor  o^. 
who  had  erred  in  a  similar  manner;  and  indeed  Mr.  J>Qs.^ 
Lancey  hi^kself  was  not  free  from  the  same  charge.  ^        ^76& 

The  change  in  ^b/e  administration,  was,  however,  pro- 
dnetive  of  one  good  resaIt-*-that  of  inftifiing.  into  the 
assembly  a  derireto  tabs  aetave  measures  fi>r  the  defence 
of  the  province.  All  the  wishes  of  the  gor^nor  on  this 
point^-as  indeed  on  every  o&er-^were  promptly  responded 
to.  On  his  sending  down  to  them  a  letter  from  the  earl  of 
HoldenesB,  urging  that  measures  should  be  immediately 
taken  to  resist  the  incni^on  of  the  French,  it  was  deter- 
mined  to  assist  the  neighboring  colonies^  some  of  whom 
had  written  for  aid,  and  to  meet  force  by  foifce.  Eight  hnn- 
dred  ponnds  were  roted  for  Indian  presents,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  for  his  voyage  to  Albany*  Fifteen 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were  voted  for  his  salary  ,—*a  much 
larger  sum  than  evcd*  before  given  to  any  lieutenant 
governor ;  and  also  the  at^earages  of  his  pay  as  chief  jus- 
tice up  to  the  twelfth  of  October;*  Before  the  close  of 
the  session,  ab  elaborate  complaint  to  the  crown,  and  a 
representation  to  the  board  of  trad«  against  Mr.  Clinton 
were  drawn  up,  and  forwarded  through  Mr.  DeLanoey  and 
Mr.  Cbariies  to  th^  home  goverament,  IThe  assembly  was 
then  prorogued  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following 
March, — &e  lieutenant  governor  'Henderly  remarking 
before  they  parted,  that  they  ^^must  be  sensible  they  had  not 
acted  with  his  majesty's  royal  instructions."  •       - 

Upon  the  death  of  Sir  Banvers  Oshorn^  Mr.  Clinton 
retired  to  the  west  end  of  Long  Island,  whence  be  embarked 
shortly  afterw^atd  for  England.  Before  he  sailed,  Mr.  Be 
Lancey,  anxious  to  secure  his  infiuence  in  En^nd, 
endeavored  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  and  doubtless  would 
have  succeeded,  had  not  Mrs.   Clinton,  by  her  influence, 

1  Letter  to  a  nobleman. 
'Coanoil  minutes. 
>  Smith. 
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cn^F.  thwarted  his  designs.  ^  On  his  return  home,  Mt .  Clinton 
N-,^w  received  the  governorship  of  Oreenwich  hospital,  a  sine- 
1758.  eure,'  and  on  the  death  of  Admiral  Stewart  in  the  month 
of  March,  1757,  became  admiral  of  the  fleet  '<  Having 
thus  obtained  the  highest  rank  in  the  service,  with  onsollied 
reputation,  and  the  justly  acquired  character  of  meriting; 
on  all  occasions,  the  good  will  of  his  countxymen,  he  died 
on  the  tenth  of  July,  1761,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age."» 

The  character  of  Mr.  Clinton  has  not,  I  think,  been  fairly 
drawn.  Those,  upon  whose  opinions  his  character  rests, 
were  peorsons  living  at  the  same  day^  and  who,  influenced 
by  party  strife,  were  not  in  a  position  to  judge  impartially* 
He  was  an  uncouth  and  unlettered  admiral,  who  had  been, 
through  the  Newcastle  interest,  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
governor.  He  was  evidently  onsuited  to  his  position ;  and 
his  former  profession,  in  which  he  had.  always  been  accus* 
tomed  to  command,  illy  fltted  hiqi  to  brave  the  rebu&  and 
the  opposition  of  party  faction. '  His  manner,  too,  was 
not  such  as  to  win  friends.  Having  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  advioe  of  those  around  hiin,  he  was  often  the 
dupe  of  tbuDse  better  versed  in  the  /arts  of  diplomacy  than 
himself.  But  I  look  in  vain  for  that  love  of  easei  to  the 
neglect  of  his  official  duties,  of  which  Ive  is  accused  by 
Mr.  Smith.  On  the  contrary,  although  hie  relied  too  mueh 
on  the  advice  of  others  for  his  own  good,  yet  it  was  caused 
more  by  a  consciousness  of  a  lack  of  education,  than  by  a 
desire  to  shirk  action.  In  the  care  of  the  Indians  he  was 
indefatigable,,  as  appears  by  his  large  oon'espondence  with 
Colonel  Johnson  and  the  officers  of  the  different  frontier 
posts.  He  labored  incessantiy  with  his  assembly  to  make 
them  realize  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  had  they  met 

his  views  half  way,  or  even  manifested  a  ty the  of  his  energy, 

1, 11       .II.       ■  III        » ^       — ^ — ■   t    "    ■  ■ 

1  Letter  to  a  nobleman. 

*  The  administration  of  Mr.  Clinton,  as  gOTemor  of  the  colony,  occupied 
ten  years,  he  haying  arriyed  as  goTemor  in  September  1748. 
^Biofftaphia  JVovaZtt,  by  John  Chamock,  London,  1790. 
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the  province  of  New  York  would  not  have  presented  sncli  cmp. 
an  inviting  field  for  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  wy-' 
He  is  accused  of  amassing  by  unfiiir  means  a  large  fortune  ^^^^* 
while  governor,  yet  he  freely  advanced  out  of  his  private 
purse  large  sums  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Indian  affairs, 
and  many  times  sa^ed  die  Six  Nations  from  defection,  and 
the  province  from  the  horrors  of  a  predatory  warfare,  when 
it  was  impossible  to  rouse  the  assembly  to  a  sense  of  danger. 
Indeed,  I  think  it  may  safely  be  aaid,  th^t  had  it  not  been ... , 
for  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Colonel  John-     "^ 
son,  the  Six  Nations  would  have  been  completely  won  over  : 
by  the  French,  and  the  fire-brand  and  tomahawk  carried 
down  to  the  very  gates  of  New  York. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

1763_1754, 

(gjp-  The  period  is  now  reached,  when  the  actiTs  public  Kfii 
s*v^  of  Colonel  Johnson  begins.'  In  order  to  correctly  appre- 
1768.  ciate  hiff  fiitare  career,  it  is  necessary  to  nnderstand  fully 
the  complications  which  had  again  arisen  between  thie 
English  and  the  French ;  and^  which  led  to  a  renewal  of 
hostilities  between  those  two  nations,  finally  cnlminating 
in  the  war,  which  shook  both  hemispheres  to  their  very 
centres. 

The  treaty  of  Aix  LaChapelle,  as  remarked  in  the  last 
chapter,  was  in  its  effect  only  a  truce.  The  boundaries 
between  the  lands  belonging  to  the  crowns  of  England 
and  France,  were  left  as  indefinite  after,  as  before  the 
treaty ;  and  consequently,  those  lands,  to  the  possession  of 
which  both  claimed  a  rights  were  still  in  dispute.  The 
valley  of  the  Ohio,  with  its  noble  forests  and  alluvial 
meadows,  presented  to  the  eyes  of  both  governments  a 
tempting  prize,  which  each  was  unwilling  to  relinquish. 
The  grounds  on  which  France  founded  her  right  to  the 
ownership  of  this  feir  domain,  were  discovery  and  occu- 
pancy. Bhe  insisted  that  La  Salle,  Father  Marquette  and 
others  had  sailed  down  the  Mississippi,  and  that  settle- 
ments had  been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Michigan 
and  on  the  Wabash,  long  before  it  had  been  travelled  by 
any  Englishman.  On  this  point,  however,  the  statements 
of  the  early  French  writers  are  very  confused,  and  the 
fact  itself  is  difficult  to  substantiate.  The  claims  of  Eng. 
land  were  infinitely  broader.  She  had  from  the  very  first 
claimed  fi*om  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  on  the  ground 
that  the  discoveiy  and  possession  of  the  sea  board,  was  a 
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discovery  of  the  whole  country  lying  between  the  twoogjf. 
oceans*  Bo  fftr^  indeed,  as  actual  discovery  was  an  argu-  N«y^ 
ment,  sh^  insisted  upon  it  very  little.  It  is  true,  that  in  ^^^' 
1742,  John  Howard,  Grossing  the  mountains,  launched  a 
canoe  of  Buffalo  hide,  and  sailed  down  the  Ohio,  reaching 
liie  Mississippi,  only  to  be  captured  by  flie  French.  Con- 
rad Weiser,  the  Pennsylvania  interpreter,  had  also  in  1748 
taken  a  trip  to  Logstown,  an  liidian  canton  on  the  Ohio, 
and  distributed  presents  to  the  Indians.  This,  however, 
could  ghre  the  English  no  claim,  as  neither  of  those  per* 
sons  made  any  settlements ;  aiid  besides,  the  entire  valley 
tilrough  which  the  former  sailed,  had  been  trapped  and 
traversed  long  before  by  liie  French  hunters  and  traders. 
But  the  chief  argument  on  which  the  English  based  their 
claim  to  the  ownership  of  the  lands  west  of  the  Allegha- 
nies  was,  tiiat  the  Ohio  valley  belonged  to  the  Six  Kutions, 
and  that  when  they  in  1684,  at  Albany,  placed  all  their 
lands  under  the  protection  of  England,  this  valley  was  also 
ifiduded.  Aiside  from  this  right  to  protect  their  lands, 
which — ^under  the  supposition  that  the  Six  Nations  were 
correct  in  their  blaim  to  tiie  lands  in  question — was  tmde^ 
niable,  the  English  deciwped  tiiat  many  of  the  western 
lands  were  «(^tuidly  purdbiased  by  them  f^m  die  Indians  at 
the  treaty  held  in  Lanc^uM^r  in  1744.  A  few  deeds  of 
land  wer6  at  that  time  unquestdonably  given;  and  among 
them:  one  in  which  was  recognized  the  right  of  the  king 
*^  to  all  lands  thai  are  or  by  his  mi^esty's  appointment 
shall  be  within  this  eolony  o£  Yirgmia/'  Under  this  dee4 
— altbongh  it  was  ret>udiated  by  the  Indians  at  Logistown, 
in.  1752*— the  English  relied  in  all  their  subsiequent  proceed- 
ings. After  thisy  settlements  were  farther  extended  west- 
word,  as  tile  desire  of  the  v^hites  to  enlarge  their  trade 
with  the  ladian^  increased,  until  in  1748  several  iiidividu- 
als,  atnong  whpjn  were^  A^gusjtine  apd  Laurence,  brothers 
of  Oeprge  Washington,  formed  an  association  under  th^ 
name  of  the  Ohio  Company ;  and  petitioned  the  crown 
for  a  grant  of  six  himdred  thousand  acres  of  land  west  of 
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aHw*.  th^  AU^ghaniee.  The  object  of  this  enterprise  was  to  own 
N^v-*'!^^}^?  upon  which  to  ei^tablish  trading  hoases,  and  im- 
1758.  pQrt  the  fare  obtained  from  the  Indians,  receiving  in 
return  European  goods.^  These  lands  were  to  be  princi* 
pallj  located  upon  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  to 
include  all  the  region^  that  was  embraced  between  the 
Monongahela  and  the  £anawha  rivers;  the  cpmpany 
reserving  to  itself  the  privilege  of  settling  a  portion  upon 
the  north  side,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable.  As  no 
permament  settlement^  however,  could  be  made  by  the 
company  with  any  hope  of  success  without  some  defi- 
nite arrangement  with  the  Indians,  the  government  q£ 
Virginia  wa^  petitioned  to  invite  them  to  a  treaty,  at  which 
abetter  titie  to  the  lands  to  be  settled,  coukl  be  obtained. 
As  a  prelinunary  step  to  this  measure,  Christopher  Gist  was 
sent  to  explore  the  countfy,  and  report  his  observations  to 
the  board.  Pursuing  his  instructions,  Mr.  Gist,  in  the 
winter  of  1751,  went  down  the  south  bank  of  the  river  as 
far  as  the  Eanawha,  in^the  vicinity  of  whieh,  he  spent 
several;  months,  taking  accurate  observations  of  the  quality 
of  the  .land,  and  its  suitableness  foJT  the  object  proposed.' 
Finding,  however,  that  no  farther  progress  could  be  made 
until  the  Indianen-who  influenced  by  the  French  traders 
now '  regarded  with  e^ctreme  suspicion  the  designs  of  the 
English — had  bean  won  over,  commissioners  were  sent  in 
May  1752^  to  Logstown  to  treat  witii  the  MiAgoes,^  Shaw- 
nees  and  Ohio  Indians.  On  the  Lancaster  treaty  being 
produced,  and  the  western  lands  xmder  that  treaty  claimed, 
thechieft  indignantly  replied  that  ^^  they  had  not  heard  of 
any  sale  west  of  ihe  warriors'  road,  which  ran  at  the  foot 
of  the  Alleghany  ridge."  While  they  acknowledged  the 
treaty  of  Lancaster,  and  the  authority  of  the  Six  ]^ations, 
they  denied  that  it  gave  the  English  any  claim  to  land 
west  of  the  Allegbanies;  but,  added  the  half  king,  "as  the 
French  have  already  struck  our  friends,  the  Miamis,  we 

^  Spurkt's  WaMi^ton,  ii,  ^S. 
'Idem. 
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therefore  desire  that  our  brothers  of  Virginia  will  build  acooAP. 
strong  house  at  the  fork  of  the  Monongahela."    Not  satis*  w^w 
fied,  however,  with  this,  llie  oommissioners  prevailed upou  ^7^^' 
Captain  Montour  to  use  his  influenoe  wx&i  the  Indiana, 
to  effect  a  sale  of  the  lands  in  questioii.^    The  influence 
of  the  half  breed  was  socceaafiil ;  and  upon- the  thirteenth 
of  June  a  deed,  signed  by  all  the  cM^  wa$»  given,  '^con- 
firming the  Lancaster  treaty  is.  its  full  effect' '  and  guaranty- 
ing that  thesettleiiients  south-east  Of  the  Ohio  should  not 
by  them  be  molested.' 

The  French,  meanwhile,  were .  Aot  indifferent  to  the 
designs  of  the  English.  It  was  eyident  to  them,  |iutt  if  the 
latter  were  allowed  to  estaUidx  settleiatients.  and  trading 
posts  along  the  Ohio,  it  would  interfere  grievously  with 
their'own  plans  forits  possession.  The  governors  of  Canada 
—generally  military  men*— had  watched  their  rividft  with 
jealous  eyes ;  and  for  several  years  had  seleqted  and  fortified 
such  poisitifobs  as  would  best  ecmimand  an  ascendency  over 
the  Indians,  and  secure  a  rendezvouB  from  which  to  make 
incursions^  upon  the  northern  frontiers/  The  sphritualarm 
was  also  called  to  their  aid,  and  miasionary  stations,  '^  deep 
in  the  wilderness,"  quietly  went  on  with  the  work  pf  conr 
version.  As  soon  therefore  as  La  Jonqui^re,  the  Canadian 
governor,'  heard  of  the  formation  of  the  Ohio  company, 
deeming  it  to  intrusion  into  ^  the  dominions  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,"  he  wrote  to  the  governors  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  informing  them  of  :the  encroachments 
of  the  En^ish  traders  uponPreneh  territory,  and  threaten- 

: ,     ,     ^.  .     m    mm.       tJl      »f^„ ;  ■»  »■         I  I    ■■ 

1  Prol^ably  Heaiy  Ifiiitaii,  ih«  I«4i»xi  lAterpreter-^^on  of  Cath^lne  Mox^ 
tour»^  wh{»n  ftUuBtQii  h«f  .been  made  in  a  former  ohapter. 

s In, ibis  disoawion.ef  the  Ifrenoh  and  English  claims  to  the  Ohio  ralley, 
I  hare  freely  consalted  a  Tery  able  paper  in  the  Korth  American  Retiew  for 
July  1889,— entitled,  « A  roTlew  of  trsyeltr  through  the  inierier  parte 
of  Korth  Amerioa,  in  the  yetfra  1760, 1767,  and  1768."  It  jhae  been  aiated 
that  a  few  Iroqneia  ehidii  were  preseaut  at  the  Logetown  treaty.  This  how- 
erer,  te  denied  by  Colonel  Johnaon  in  a  letter  to  Goyernor  Clinton.  Doc. 
Bit,  JV.  r.,  ii,  624. 

•HarshaU. 
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ei&Ap.  mg  that  unless  they  immediately  withdrew  he  should  seize 
s^.,.^-/them  "wherever  found/**  No  notioe  being  taken  of  this 
i^**-  threat,  La  Jonqui^re  proved  its  sincerity  by  seizing,  in  the 
summer  of  1752^  some  £nglish  tradera  anMng  the  Taigh- 
wees,  and  confining  them  for  a  time  at  Plresque  Isle  on  Lake 
Erie,  where  a  strong  fort  at  that  time  was  erecti^gt  Bim- 
ultaneously,  by  a  chain  of  posts  along  the  French  cueek 
and  Alleghany  river,  a  communication  was  opetked  from 
Presque  Isle  to  the  Ohio,  which  was  kept  clear  by  detach- 
ments of  troops  stationed  at  convenient  distances ; — twelve 
hundred  men  being  sent  at  one  dme,  aa  was  ixietttioued  in 
the  last  chapter,  for  this  purpose. 

The  Ohio  company,  justly  considering  the^e  proceedings 
as  a  direct  intrusion  upon  the  kmda  which,  as  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  been  granted  it  by  the  crown,  complained 
bitterly  of  this  grievance,  and  caUed  up<>&  Robert  Din- 
widdie,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  that  province,  to 
demand  that  these  aggressions  should  be  stopped.  This 
gentleman  having  laid  the  matter  before  hia  assembly,  that 
body  resolved  that  ameasenger  should  be.($entto  Le  Gardeur 
St.  Pierre,  commander  of  the  Fresch  troops  then  stationed 
in  the  west,  to  remonstrate  with  him  against  these  encroach- 
ments. 

The  messenger  to  whom  waa  eotrustQd  this  delicate 
mission,  was  George  Washington.  His  coolness,  knowledge 
of  woodcraft,  and  fiemiiliarity  with  hardship,  acijuired  in 
his  profession  of  surveyor,  emii^ently  qualified  him  for  the 
undertaking. .  Lutein  October,  17&8, he  set  out  from  Wil- 
liamsblirgh,  and  arrived  at  Wella  creek'  in  fourteen  days. 
Here  being  joined  by  an  Lidian  and  a  French  interpreter, 
the  young  envoy,  with  0\st  as  a  guide,  hastened  foorward. 
Before  he  would  reach  hia  destination,  four  hundred 
miles  of  a  trackless  wilderness  was  to  be  traversed,  full  of 
savage  men  and  sav^e  beasts^  and  deep  with  the  early 

snows  of  winter.    Yet  in  the  fiiice  of  sleet,  and  rain,  and 

— * 

1  Manhall.    L»  JoDqui^re  to  GlintQO,  Cpl  Hist.  N.  Y. 
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B&ow— through  tangled  tmderbraah  and  aooss  ley  preei*  cggf> 
pioea-^e  ptLshed  on,  and  upon  the  eleventh  of  DeoemW  v.i.^w 
Teaehed  fort  La  Boeof^  ^  at  the  head  of.  the  western  branch  ^^^' 
of  French  creek,  the  headquarters  of  the  ITrendieoxamandt 
ant.    81  Pikre  received  him  with  \  great  ooortesy ;  .and 
after  remaining  three  or  foor  days,  diuing  whitii  he  enif 
ployed  ysBBelf  in  taking,  aooorate  obeervations  of  .tbi^ 
strength  and  position  of  the  tott^  he  set  out  on  his  retuim^ 
bearing  with  him  a  sealed  letter  to  Diawiddie  from  ,^ 
French  oommandaYvt* 

The  answer  of  St  Pitore,*-^which  was  to  l^e  effeet  tj^t 
he  had  taken  possession  <^  the  Ohio  imder  the  antho|itj{ 
of  his  general,  the  govenipr  of  Canada^  to  whom  .he  would 
refer  the  matter  and  abide  by  hiadecision,^-H)onviqi^ed  jtbe 
assembly  of  Virginia  Ihat  the  Ohio  would  not  bdg^vep  up 
without  a  severe  struggle.  Apting  with  these  >,)yie we,- 
Governor  Dinwiddle  wrote  to  the  board  of  trade  ijo^f^H^mmg 
it  that  a  descent  of  the  0\m  was  meditated  eady  ,ip  th9 
spring  by  some  fifteen  bundled  Frendh  e^d  Indiayiay  hayi;ng 
for  its  design  the  entire  oocupatiou.af  the  vaUey  of  that 
river.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  esq^resses  to  tbe.gov<en^ 
ors  of  Hew  York  and  Penneylvamafor  aid»  and  prOoeeded» 
at  Ihe  suggestion  of  his  council,  to  raise  two  compaiaes 
of  tro(q)ST— one  of  which  was  to  be  given  to  WashiAgtoo, 
while  a  backwoodsman,  by  the  name  of  Trent,  was  tip  ipify^ 
the  other  and  proceed  at  onoe  to  the  frontier,  to  aid  » 
completing  a  fort,  already  begun  by  the  Ohio  company  a(t 
the  conftuence  of  the  Alleghany  and  the  Monongah^^*.- 

Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  progress  pf  evei;ijts^ii}t 
the  Ohio  valley  up  to  the  opening  of  ti^s  year— 1754, 1 
now  return  to  a&irs  in  the  province  of  K ew  York. 

The  general  assembly  met  on  the  ninth  of  April.  ./UfL)m 
opening  message,  Mr.  I)e  Lancey  informed  the  legisla^iire 
of  the  recent  encroachments  of  the  French  upon  thetwi* 

» WaterforcL 

*For  s  taM  Meount  of  this  Journey,  see  Washington's  Jo^rn&l  on  Hhi^ 
ooosaion  in  Spsrki'i  WoikSufff^n^  tdI.  li,  AppeniU.  V. 
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c«^.  tory  of  his  majesty,  and  of  their  preparations  for  its  secure 
Wy^  occupancy  by  the  erection  of  a  (diain  of  forts  from  Lake 
17«4»  Erie  to  the  Ohio.  In  connection  with  this^  the  determina- 
tion of  Virginia  to  resist  these  aggressions,  aad  her  request 
for  aid  from  the  colony  of  New  York  was  alluded  to— as 
was  also  the  defenceless  condition  of  their  own  northern 
frontier,  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  erection  of  more 
forts  tor  its  protection.  The  importance  of  the  trading 
post  at  Oswego,  moreover,  was  such  as  to  need  no  argument 
to  induce  them  to  TOte  a  sum  sufficient  for  its  thorough  repair, 
for,  situated  on  the  direct  route  of  the  French  to  tiie  Ohio, 
it  was  liable  at  any  time  to  be  attacked.  It.  was  his  hope, 
therefore,  in  view  of  the  expectations  which  his  mi^esty 
had  expressed  in  the  earl  of  Holdemesse's  letter,  that  ample 
means  t^v^uld  be  granted  not  only  for  transporting  two  of 
the  independent  companies  to  Virginia,  treating  with  the 
Six  Nations,  and  fortifying  the  northern  fix>ntier)  but  also 
for  their  share  of  any  ei^tpense  that  might  be  incurred  by  the 
colonies  for  the  public  wel&re.  'She  assembly,  in  their 
answer  on  the  twelfth^  admitted  that  the  several  matters 
reeommended  by  hie  ex»elle«cy  were  certainly  of  the 
utmost  importance  ^^  to  all  his  majesty's  colonies  upon  the 
<5<intment,  and  ought  to  be  esteemed  a  public  concern." 
In  view  likewise  of  the  active  operations  of  the  French, 
and  their  efforts  to  seK^nte  all  the  Indian  nations  in  their 
li^terest,  Virginia,  they  tiiought,  was  descrying  of  all  praise 
for  her  vigorous  action.  Bo  fitr  all  was  well ;  but  with  a 
niggardly  spirit,  rendered  tiiemore  glaring  by  their  seeming 
appreciation  of  the  critical  state  of  affiairs,  regretted,  in 
the  veiy  same  paragraph,  that  the  paucity  of  the  colony 
would  prevent  them  affording  all  that  assistance  to 
'their  sister  colony  that  they  could  wish;  The  reason  of 
this  injBibiUty,  they  said,  was  the  large  debts  that  tiie  (iolony 
had  already  incurred  for  its  own  protection, — especially  the 
great  expense  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  in  building 
the  forts  at  Albany,  Schenectady,  Fort  Hunter  and  Oswego. 
Moreover,  all  that  the  colony  could  raise  would  be  hardly 
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sufficient  for  the  defence  of  its  own  firontiers,  menaced  as  ofMr. 
much  by  the  French  settlemesit  at  Crown  Pointy  as  weres..vrw 
the  southern  colonies  by  the  forts  along  the  Ohio*    They,  ^^^ 
however,  voted  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  aid  of  Yir-* 
^nia,  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds  for  dotlbUng  the 
garrison  at  Oswego,  and  eleven  kundred  and  fifl^-dx  pounda 
for  Indian  presents^  and  the  expense  of  the  coming' treatjr J 
They  also  agreed  to  pay  the  charges  incident  to  repairing. 
Oswego,  and  bear  their  share  in  erecting  forts  slang  jtiier 
frontier  £[>r  mutual  protection.' 

The  excuse  of  the  assembly  for  not  doing  mprein  aid  of 
its  sister  colony,  had  it  come  from  a  body  of  men  that  ];iad 
uniformly  proved  its  patriotism  by  beii^  ever  alive  .to  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  y 
but  emanating,  9A  it  did,  from  an  assembly  which  had  alwaya 
manifested  the  greatest  ^ldifference  to  the  welfare  of  the 
province,  and  which  had  left  the  settleia  upon  the  frontier 
exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  merciless  predatory  warfare) 
its  excuse  was  little  better  than  a  miserable  shift.  ;7^t^^, 
trading  house  at  Oswego  had  been  left  foi;  two  years  pasi 
with  a  miserable  rpof  of  bark,  although  its  condition  he^ 
been  frequentiy  called  to  their  attention,^  and  the  frontier 
fortifications  were  not  in  a  much  better  condition. ..  The 
fort  at  Saratoga  had  been  burned  and  abandpned  because 
they  had  refused  to  keep  it  in  a  proper  state  of  defence; 
the  friendship  of  the  8ix  Nations  had  been  spume^,  and 
Colonel  Johnson  quarreled  with,  for  bringing  th^se  mattei^s 
to  their  attention^^^o  that  this  sudden  anxiety  for  the 
secu^ty  and  welfare  of  the  colony,  was  simply  ridiculou^^ 
The  argument,  advanced  by  the  assembly-^that.the  king 
should  afford  the  mef^is  for  the  protection  of  his  own 
dependencies  was  true,  so  far  ^b  the  rights  of  the  crown 
were  involved  in  the  defence  of  the  colonies ;  but  the  pro- 
tection of  the  firesides  of  the  colonists  thenxselves,  when 

^  Jonrnals  of  the  assembly. 

'Idem.    8^e  also  BmiUi. 

*  MamisdHpt  oounotl  minntee* 
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cm^.  only  their  individnal  intereeta  were  at  Btake,  eertainlx 
w^^  should  not  have  been  a  harden  upon  the  home  govemment. 
1764  ]£j.^  De  Lancey,  deeming  the  answer  of  the  aflBemhly 
unaatiflfactory,  reminded  it  in  a  special  mesaage  on  the 
nineteenth,  of  the  resolution  passed  at  its  fall  session  ^^  to 
repel  fi>roe  1;^y  force."  Quoting  an  extract  from  a  letter 
lately  Ireoeived  firom  the  board  of  trade — ^to  the  effect  that 
high  expectations  had  been  raised  in  the  mind  of  his 
majetty  by  that  resolution, — ^fae  begged  that  it  would  act 
promptly  upon  this  occasion,  and  send  to  Virginia  the 
assistance  which  she  so  earnestly  requested.  To  this  the 
hoi&e  replied  by  reftrring  him  to  the  resoh^on  in  ques* 
tion— *^  ati&t  they  would  assist  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies 
to  repel  force  by  force  in  case  tkey  were  imaded^*'  and  evasively 
iresohred  that  there  had  as  yet  been  no  invasion,  as  ihefi>rt 
T^hich  had  been  built  by  the  French  was  at  French  oreek, 
and  "  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  river  Ohio,'*  the 
clause  of  the  dispute.  The  executive  at  once  answere^  this 
citdbble  by  stating  that  the  forts  in  question  had  be^n 
eteoted  in  the  country  of  the  Eries— a  nation  entirely  anni-^ 
ifilateid  by  the  Six  Nations-^and  that  a*  by  the  treaty  of 
Vtretcht,  the  Six  Nations  were  liie  subjects  of  Great  Frit- 
aSn-  the  building  of  the  forts  "was  evidently  an  invasion 
bfhis  iiaajesfy^s  territories,  though  perhaps,  not  so  clearly 
Vitlim  the  limits  of  any  colony.*'  The  assembly,  however, 
ivas  hot  to  be  tnoved,  and  besides  the  bill  for  rairing  the 
6U;^pites  had  already  been  sent  up  to  the  council  for  the 
acuon  bf  that  body.  This  bill,  which  provided  that  the 
different  suths  should  be  issued  by  the  treastirer  on  the 
reccipte  of  the  persons  named  therein,  and  not  by  the  war- 
rant flt)m  the  governor,  nor  with  the  "consent  of  his 
mftjesty's  council,"  was  deemed  by  the  council  not  to  be 
In  licdordance  with  the  "  commission  and  instructions,"  and 
Was  therefore  sent  back  to  the  house  for  revision.  This 
the  latter  refused  to  do,  alleging  that  the  bill  was  according 
"  to  a  method  long  pursued,  settled  with,  and  solenmly 
agreed  to,  by  the  late  Governor  Cliuton;"  but  in  answer 
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to  another  message  fipom  the  executive,  couneellingc^^. 
tmanimitf  and  dispatch,  it  agreed  to  frame  a  bill  which  w^^ 
ahoald  not  be  obnoxious  to  the  above  objections.  Befwe,  ^ '^^' 
however,  tl»  bill  was  reconsidered,  it  proceeded  to  vote 
the  supplies  which  it  was  to  contain,  but  made  no  allusion 
to  the  one  dionsand  pounds  lately  voted  to  Yirginia.  This 
omission  was  pointed  out  to  their  notice  by  Mr.  De  Lan-* 
cey  in  a  special  message  on  the  fourth  of  May ;  and  the 
asaembly  were  spedally  urged  not  to  omit  the  sum  allowed 
to  Viijginia,  which,  by  its  having  been  previously  voted, 
would  remain  an  indellible  stain  on  its  reputation.  In  its 
answer  the  same  day  the  house  bluntly  charged  the  coun- 
cil with  the  delay,  and  the  withdrawal  of  aid  from  Yip- 
ginia.  They  fartituer  said  that  when  they  pronoased  to  frame 
a  bill  which  should  obviate  all  objections,  they  referred 
only  to  those  provisions  which  were  absolutely  necessary 
for  Hie  security  of  the  oolony — and  that  they  did  not  con- 
sider themaehreB  ehai^eable:  with  any  ill  foith.  In  conclu- 
sion they  uttered  a  growl  at  the  large  sums  of  money  they 
were  forced  to  expend  by  so  long  a  sitting,  especially  when 
they  could  be  of  no  service,  and  requested  that  tliey  might 
all  be  dismissed  to  l^eir.  hcMnes.  Mr.  De  Lancey  in  his 
teply  stated  that  ha  should  lay  a  eandid  statement  of  their 
conduct  before  the  Unjg!;  sad  having  given  his  assent  to 
those  bills  that  were  ready,  prorogued  the  assembly. 

Meanwhile,  Virginia  was  not  idle.  The  assembly,  though 
not  without  great  unwillingness,  voted  ten  thousand  pounds 
for  the  defence  of  the  province,  and  increased  the  two 
companies  already  formed  to  six.^  In  answer  also  to  the 
solicitations  of  Dinwiddle,  a  few  troops  arrived  from  South 
Carolina,  and  intelligence  was  received  at  nearly  the  same 
time  that  South  Carolina  had  voted  twelve  thousand  pounds 
for  defence,  and  that  four  hundred  volunteers  would  soon 
be  on  the  way  to  Winchester.  The  prospect  now  looked 
more  cheering;  and  a  regiment  of  six  hundred  men  was 
immediately  raised  and  placed  under  the  command  of 

iQoYemor  Dinwiddie  to  Lieutenant  OoYernor  De  Lanoey. 
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cnxp.  Colonel  Joshua  Fry,  Waahington  being  made  second  in 
wv-' ^^oi^n^&i^dy  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  The 
1764.  governor,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  military  ardof  of  the 
people  and  give  energy  to  enlistments,  issued  a  pre^^lama- 
tion,  offering  a  bounty  of  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  be  divided  among  those  troops 
who  should  enlist  for  the  proposed  expedition,  free  from  all 
quit  rents  for  fifteen  years.  ^ 

All  now  was  bustle  and  activity.  Captain  Trent,  with 
forty*one  men,  pushed  ahead  to  occupy  the  fort  at  the 
Monongahela.  Young  men,  lured  on  by  the  templmg 
bounty,  and  seeing  themselves  in  the  fiiture  snugly 
esconced  in  comfortable  farms,  hastened  to  enlists  Cannon 
which  had  arrived  from  England  for  the  fort  at  the  fork^ 
were  hurried  forward.  All  day  long  the  fiurieF  plied  his 
forge,  and  at  night  the  sparks  from  its  huge  chimney  told 
of  the  work  that  was  still  going  on  vnihin.  Wagon»  were 
got  in  readiness,  old  firelocks  mended,  and  swords  which 
had  been  handed  down  as  heir  looms  from  iather  to  son, 
were  taken  down  from  over  the  fireplace,  polished,  imd 
made  ready  for  service. 

As  soon  as  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun  had  unlocked  the 
icy  chains  which  bound  the  western  streams.  Colonel 
Washington  set  out  from  Aleieandria,  with  two  comrpanies 
— ^all  that  had  been  collected.  The  march  was  slow  and 
painful.  The  melting  snows  and  the  warm  days  and  cold 
nights  of  early  spring  rendered  the  roads  nearly  impassable. 
The  baggage  moved  forward  slowly  from  the  scarcity  of 
wagons  in  which  to  transport  it,  and  the  "  self-willed  and 
ungovernable*  *  recruits  under  "Washington  rendered  efficient 
concert  of  action  almost  impossible.  "Wills  creek  was  at 
length  reached  upon  the  twentieth  of  April.  Just  before 
his  entrance  into  this  settlement,  Colonel  "Washington  was 
met  by  the  ensign  of  Captain  Trent's  company.  The 
intelligence  brought  by  this  messenger  was  mournful  in 
the  extreme.    It  was,  that  while  his  company  were  at  work 

1  Sparks. 
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upon  the  fort,  a  body  of  one  thousand  French  troops,  com- chap. 
manded  by  ContrecoBur,  in  three  hundred  and  sixty  bateaux,  w^— # 
had  dropped  down  the  river  from  Venango,  and  planting  ^^^ 
their  artilleiy  before  the  fort,  summoned  them  to  surrender.* 
Although  this  estimate  of  the  French  forces  was  greatly 
exaggerated,  yet  resistance  was  of  course  hopeless,  and  the 
garrison  surrendered,  being  allowed  to  retain  their  arms 
and  tools.  The  fort  was  forthwith  occupied  by  Contrecoeur, 
completed  and  fortified  with  the  cannon  he  had  brought 
with  him,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Canadian  goyemor, 
Fort  Du  Quesne.  *  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  war.  * 
On  the  reception  of  this  news  Washington  halted,  and 
sent  baj^k  expresses  to  the  governors  of  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania^ informing  them  of  his  critical  situation,  and 
urging  them  to  hasten  forward  reinforcements.  At  the 
sam^  time  he  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which,  after  con- 
sidering the  ^vils  that  would  result  from  the  raw  andimdis- 
eiplined  troops  being  left  in  idleness,  it  was  determined  to 
push  forward  at  onjce  to  the  confluence  of  the  Red  Stone 
creek  and  Monogahela,  and  employ  the  men  in  erecting  a 
fortification  at  that  place.  While  Washington,  with  his 
men,  was  preparing  to  cross  the  Toughiogeny  by  construct- 
ing a  bridge  over  that  river^  a  belt  of  wampum  on  the  . 
twenly-fifth  of  May  reached  him  from  the  Half  King. 
"Be  on  your  guard,"  said  the  belt,  "the  French  army 
intend  to  strike  the  first  English  whom  they  shall  see.'' 
Another  report,  the  same  day,  confirmed  this  wamiog, 
with  the  additional  intelligence  that  the  French  were  only 
eighteen  miles  distant.  Being  ignorant  of  their  strength 
or  of  their  movements,  Washington  fell  back  to  the  Great 
Meadows,  threw  up  entrendmients,  and  cutting  away  the 
underbrush,  prepared,  to  use  his  own  language,  "  a  charm- 
ing field  for  an  encounter.''  Scouts,  mounted  upon  wagon 
horses,  were  at  the  same  time  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  but 
they  returned  without  discovering  any  signs  of  the  enemy. 

iMftnuflorlpt  letter :  Washington  to  QoTernor  HemUtoA  of  PeoneylTaaia. 

>Kow  Piittabiirg. 

•8p«rki. 
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CHAP.  On  the  twenty-seventh  Gist  arrived  from  Wills  creek,  and 
wv^  reported  that  a  party  of  £fty  French  h^  visited  that  settle- 
17M.  ment  the  day  previous,  and  that  he  had  himself  seen  their 
trail  within  five  miles  of  the  Great  Meadows.  In  the  eve- 
ning of  the  same  day,  another  express  arrived  from  the 
Half  King,  who,  with  a  party  of  his  warriors  was  about 
six  miles  distant,  to  the  effect  that  aja  armed  body  of  the 
French  were  skulking  in  the  vicinity  of  his  camp.  Wash- 
ington at  once  took  forty  men,  and  pushing  out  into  the 
/  night,  black  with  wind  and  tempest,  and  stumbling  through 
windfalls  and  over  sharp  rocks,  reached  the  camp  of  the 
Half  King  a  little  while  before  day.  A  council  was  imme- 
diately held,  and  two  Indians  having  discovered  the  position 
of  the  enemy  in  a  rocky  ravine,  it  was  determined  at  once 
to  attack.  Marching  in  single  file  with  the  troops  on  the 
right  and  the  Indians  on  the  left,  they  oame  suddenly  upon 
the  French,  though  not  so  quickly,  but  that  they  had  time 
to  seize  their  arms.  Both  parties  fired  simultaneously,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which,  lasting  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  resulted  in  the  complete  discomfiture  of  the  enemy, 
whose  commander,  M.  De  Jumonville,  and  ten  of  his  men 
were  killed,  and  twenty-two  taken  prisoners. 

Colonel  Fry  dying  suddenly  two  days  afterward  at  Pat- 
terson's creek,  as  he  was  hastening  forward  to  unite  his 
forces  with  the  advance,  the  entire  command  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Washington.  Fearing  that  so  soon  as  the 
news  of  De  Jumonville's  defeat  reached  the  main  body  of 
.  the  French,  a  large  force  would  be  sent  out  to  meet  him, 
he  set  his  men  to  building  a  stockaded  fort  at  the  Great 
Meadows,  which  was  appropriately  called  Fort  Necessity. 
Several  companies  fi'om  South  Carolina  arriving  at  this 
time,  serious  difficulty  arose  between  the  commander  of 
the  South  Carolina  troops  and  Washington,  in  relation  to 
rank,  and  the  latter  to  avoid  altercation,  ordered  his  own 
men  to  advance  with  the  'intention  of  investing  Fort 
Du  Queene.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  advanced  thirteen 
miles,  when  intelligence  was  received  through  Indian  run- 
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ners,  that  Fort  Du  Quesne  had  been  largely  reinforced  by  ohap« 
troops  from  Canada,  and  that  a  large  force  of  French  and  wv^ 
Indians   were    on  their    way  to    avenge  the  death  of  ^^^ 
JamonviUe.    On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  Wash- 
ington immediately  fell  back  to  Fort  Necessity,  and  began 
a  moat  around  the  stockade.    Hardly  had  the  hastily  con- 
Btracted  works  been  made  at  all  tenantable,  when  De  Yil-  ' ;  > 
lien,  at  the  head  of  six  hundred  French  and  one  hundred  ^  ,  ^ 
liidiaiis,  appeared  in  sight,  and  took  possession  of  one  of 
the  eminences  by  which  the  fort  was  eooompijfised.    A  brisk 
fire:  of  small  arms  was  kept  up  by  the  French  frqm  behind 
treesywhich  was  feebly  returned  by  ithe.meu  in  the  fort, 
owing  to  the  rain  which  fell  heavily  having  filled  the 
trenohea  with  water^  and  disabled  many  of  their  muskets, 
abeady  sadly  out  of  repair*    The  firing  began  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  Hke  morning,  and  lasted  until  eight  in  the  ev^ 
lidiig,  when  De  Yilliers,  fearing  his  ammunitiQa  would  give 
outy  sounded  a  parley,  and  sent  into  the  garrison  terms  of 
capitulation.    These  tenns,  b^ing  interpreted  to  Washi^ig- 
ton^  were  aooepted ;  and  the  next  moraing,  on  the  fourth 
x>f  July^  the  garrison,  taking  with  them:  eveiything  but 
diek  artillery,  marehed  out  of  the.  fort,  with  colors  flyijgig 
and  diomB  beating. 

Thus  were  tiie  Frenoh  left  in  undisputed  possession  of 
ihiBr  basin  of  the  Ohio ;  aind  the  evening  guns,  from,  the 
wa^rs  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  saluted 
the  lillies  of  Fra^ce,  which  now  waved  pi!0Q41y  m  the  ^ye^ 
niosg  breese. 

67 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

1764. 

^f*  While  Washington  was  engaged  in  ereeting  his  roda 
'  little  fortress  at  the  Great  Meadows,  an  event  of  £ur  greater 
moment  was  occorring  at  Albany.  This  Was  no  lees  tbaa 
a  congress  of  commissioners  from  seven  of  the  colonies, 
fbr  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  Six.  Nations,  uid 
nniting  npon  a  plan  of  union  for  resisting  the  eomiBen 
enemy. 

The  letter  fix>m  the  eairl  of  Holdemesse,  advising  that  the 
oolonies  tohoold  ^<  repel  force  by  foree,?  had  fitai  directed 
attention  to  the  importanoeof  cdnoerfedactuMkinlreMsling 
French  aggressions ;  and  the  reeeption,  in  the  apaij^iot 
this  year,  of  letters  from  the  lerds  of  trad<9  to  the  difierent 
colonial  govemors,  directing  that  cominisisionenfifadnldibe 
appointed  to  assemble  at  Albiuiy«*4here  to  dmae  eoneerted 
action  against  the  Prench^hastened  the  earfying  ont  of 
this  project.  Hie  objeot  "Of  this  congress  had.  been  atfint^ 
nothing  more  than  to  conciliate  the  Six  KatioDayOiid  pt^f 
vent  them  from  going  <rviev  to  the  interest  of  the.Fien<ih.  ^ 
Qovemor  Shirley,  however;  had  ooneeived^  early  In  thb 
year,  a  general  union  of'  all  the  eolomiea  fioy  mntoid  pn^ 
tectieii,  abd  bad  taken  Ae  oppbriunit^  pnafectted  by  tiiia 
meeting,  to  suggest  to  the  different  govemors.tfaattb&.4ct 
egates  to  the  convention  should  be  instructed  by  their  con- 
stituents to  mature  a  plan  for  a  general  union. ' 

The  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
was  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  but  they  did  not  all  arrive 
until  the  nineteenth.'    The  colonies  of  New  Hampshire, 

>  SpArkfl.    GoTemor  De  Lanoey  to  the  lords  of  trftde. 
I  Holmei.    Orahame.    Shirley  to  Holdemeete  JamuTy  7, 1764. 
*The  cominieaionerB  ftrom  the  seTeral  colonies  were  James  Ue  Lanoey» 
Joseph  Murray,  William  Johnson,  John  Chambers  and  William  Smith 
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Rhode  IslAncI,  Connecticnt,  Massschnaetta^  N'ew  York,q| 
MoTflAiid  and  Penntylvanm,  were  all  reprefientedy  majpi^s 
the  whole  number  of  delegates  present  twenty-five.  Earl^  ^^^ 
in  March,  the  governor  of  Viif^ia  had  written  Kr^  De 
Lancey  that  he  was  too  much  engaged  in  the  militaiy  pre* 
parations  necessarj  to  r^el  encioaehments  along  his  own 
frontier,^  to  be  present  atthis  time ;  and  the  Oarolinea  wene 
also  too  mnch  occupied  in  treating  with  their  own  south- 
em  tribes,  to  give  the  treaty  at  Albany  thwattentlon^ 
The  sachems  of  the  Six  Kations,  were  stiU  more  backward^ 
not  making  their  appearance  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
month.  The  Mohawks  were  the  last  to  arrive,  and,  indeed, 
the  entire  number  of  Indiaais  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  treaty  did  not  ezeeed  one  huiidr^  and  fifty. 
1%ere  were  tiiose  who  did  not  scruple  to  attribute  tiieir 
delay  to  the  influence  of  Johnson,  who,  they  said,  widhing 
to  magnify  his  influence  over  the  Indians,  purpoaely  held 
them  back;  and  writers^  who  should  have  been  better 
informed^  have  not  fiuled  to  give  eouutenaiiQe  to  Ihia 
report'  The  troth  is,  that  tJxe  Indian  oommissiofterB  iA% 
piqued  at  the  contrast  {Hreaented  between  the  reluctance 
shown  by  the  Indians  in  coming  to  this  eowicii^  and  the 
alacrity  witii  which  they  had  attended .  tfab  one  held  in 
1748,  when  Johnson  hflklthe  cliaige  of  theiir aflbin^  and 
prompted  by  Jeaiousy^  threw  out  these  instntlatiions^  las 
false  as  they  were  imaHoious*  Hendrik  ^qphined  the 
delay,  so  fiur  as  the  Mohawks  were  concerned,  bjr  stating 
that  the  speech  of  Ooloikel,  Johmson  at  thei  Onondaga  cas^ 

tie  the  preceding  summer,  had  bean  attaributed  by  the  Six 

■  ■ '  »  I .  I  ■■  ■■  .■■I..P ■  ■■^■<,... >i  i.p.  , ■■  ,., - ,, 

;^ev  York.  Samuel  Welles^  John  Ghaadler^  ThomM  Hutohinson,  Qliver 
Patrid({e,  John  Wotthington — Massachusetts.  Theodore  Atkinsoi^  Richard 
Wibird,  Meshech  Weare,  Henry  SherbumiD— New  Hampshire.  Wilfiam  Pit- 
kin, Roger  Woleotty  Eliftha  WiHiaaiB— Ooimeoilcut  Stephen  Hdpkiai, 
JlftrtiA  Howaxd^Rhode  IMmkL  Jehs  Fisn,  BeeiiralB  fnupAOU,  Jtiohwrd 
Peters,  Jeaae  Nonrie— PenjisgrlTwiia.  BeigamiA  Tasker,  Beigainitt  Banne 
— Maryland. 

1  Manuscript  council  minutes. 

'  Messrs  liTingston  and  Smith. 
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CHAP.  Nations  to  the  Mohawks ;  and  therefore  lec^  they  ahoold 

XIV* 

wy^be  accuBed  of  the  same  in  relation  to  the  governor's 
1764.  speech,  they  tarried  nntii  the  other  oast^  should  have 
arrived  before  them.  The  true  cause,  however,  of  the 
reluctance  displayed  by  the  Indians  in  coming  to  this 
treaty,  and  tiie  fewness  of  their  number  was,  that  the  oon-t 
tinual  rebu£b  which  they  had  met  with  in  their  endea- 
vours to  obtain  assistance  froiiT  the  colony  for  the  defence 
of  their  castles,  discouraged  them  from  any  £Burther  effort 
to  obtain  redress.  The  council,  held  at  Onondaga  the  pre- 
vious year  by  Oolonel  Johnson,  although  it  had  quieted, 
had  not  satbfied  tliem.  They  still  felt  sore  from  tlie  impo* 
sition  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  sales  of 
their  land.  Many  of  tliem,-^e8pecially  the  Senecaa— were 
absolutely  in  a  starving  condition,  caused  by  their  having 
abstained,  at  tiie  request  of  the  English,  from  their  annual 
hunts  ;^  and  numbers  of  the  Onondagas  and  Cayugas  had 
already  gone  to  Oswegatchie  and  taken  up  their  abode 
at  that  misi^ion,  finding  there  pfenty  to  eat  «Dd  aihple  pro- 
tection under  the  guns  of  the  f<»rt  for  themselves  and  £Euni- 
lies.  Indeed,  the  wonder  is,  considering  these  untoward 
circumstances,  that  so  many  of  the  Confederates  were 
present;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  itifluenoe  of  Ilendrik 
*--JStUl,  through  his  aflSBdion  for  Colonel  Johnson,  the  fihst 
friend  of  <  the  Engli8h,>4.Hsca(rcely  any  oastle  of  the  Six 
Nations  would  have  been  represented. 

The  first  few  days  were  occupied*  by 't&e  commissioneis 
in  consulting  upon  the  principal  topics  tb  be  presented 
to  the  Indians,  and  in  listening  to  several  chie&  of  the 
lesser  castles  in  relation  to  tire  fraudulent  surveys  of  their 
land.  On  the  twenty-ninth, '  Mr.  De  Lancey, — who  being 
the  only  gpvemor  present  had  been  called  to  the  chair — 
opened  the. treaty  with  a  geQ^ral  speech  which  was  inter- 
preted to  tlie  Indians  by  Myndert  Sehuyler.  In  his  speech, 
the  lieutenant  governor  stated  to  the  Confederates,  that 
they  had  been  invited  hitherto  receive  the  presents  sent  by 

1  ManoBoript  oonncil  minutes. 
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the  king,  their  &ther,  and  renew  the  ancient  treaty  made  cgAP. 
between  all  the  colonies  and  their  own  nation ;  and  thatN«v^ 
all  the  colonies  had  nnited  in  sending  commissioners  for  ^^^^' 
this  purpose  except  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  who 
though  detained  by  the  importance  of  their  own  afbirs  at 
home,  neyertheless  wished  to  be  considered  by  them  as 
present  "  We  come,"  he  said  "to  strengthen  and  brighten 
the  chain  of  friendship,"  and,  continued  he,  at  the  same 
time  handing  Hendrik  the  chain  belt,  "  this  chain  hath 
remained  firm  and  unbroken  from  the  beginning.  This 
belt  will  represent  to  you  our  disposition  to  presence  it 
strong  and  bright,  so  long  ^s  the  sun  and  moon  shall 
endure ;  and  in  the  name  of  the  great  king  our  fether,  and  in 
behalf  of  all  his  majesty's  colonies,  we  now  solemnly 
renew,  brighten,  and  strengthen  the  ancient  covenant 
chain,  and  promise  to  keep  the  same  inviolable  and  free 
from  rust;  and  we  expect  th^  like  confirmation  and  assur*? 
arice  on  your*  part''  The  scattered  manner,  in  which, 
departing  from  their  ancient  custom,  the  Confederates  for 
the  last  few  years  had  lived,  was  then  adverted  to ;  and 
they  were  speci^ly  urged  to  live  together  in  their  caities, 
and  to  call  back  those  of  their  Onondaga  and  Cayuga 
brethren  who  had  removed  to  Oswegatchie  in  defiance  of  the 
ancient  covenant  ^  The  Frenoh  profess  to  be  in  perfect 
friendship  with  us  as  well  as  you.  Notwithstanding  this 
they  are  making  continual  encroachments  upon  us  both. 
They  have  lately  done  so  in  the^  most  insulting  manner^ 
both  to  the  northward^  and  westward.  Your  fiithers,  by 
their  valor  above  one  hundred  years  ago,  gained  a  consid*> 
erable  country  which  they  afterwards,  of  their  own  accord, 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain. 
The  French  are  endeavoring  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
whole  country,  although  they  have  made  the  most  express 
treaties  with  the  English  to  the  contrary.  '  It  appears  to  us 
that  these  ineasures  of  the  French  mudt  necessarily  soon 
interrupt  and  destroy  all  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
English  and  the  several  Indian  nations  on  the  continent^ 
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c^.  and  will  block  ap  and  obstruct  the  great  roads,  which  have 
s.^  hitherto  been  open»  between  you  and  your  allies  and 
1764.  friends  who  live  at  a  distance.  We  want,  therefore,  to 
know  whether  these  things  appear  to  you  in  the  same 
light  as  they  do  to  us,  or  whether  the  French,  taking  pos- 
session of  the  lands  in  your  country,  and  building  forts 
between  the  lake  Erie  and  the  river  Ohio,  be  done  with 
your  consent  or  approbation."  "  Therefore,"  he  concluded, 
^  open  your  hearts  to  us,  and  deal  with  us  is  brethren." 

Three  days  afterward,  the  lieutenant  governor  attended 
by  all  the  commissioners,  in  behalf  of  his  majesty  and  ike 
several  colonies,  met  the  Indians  in  the  court  house  to 
hear  their  reply.  As  soon  as  they  were  seated,  the  sachems 
of  the  Six  Nations,  glittering  witb  ornaments  and  clothed 
in  their  richest  robes  and  feathers,  came  in  and  seated 
themselves  yntii  all  the  pomp  of  Indian  ceremoniaL  Then 
amid  a  deep  silence,  Abraham,  a  sachem  of  the  upper  oas- 
tle  of  the  Mohawks  and  a  brother  of  King  Hendrik,  rose 
and  said  :-^^^  Brethren,  you  the  governor  of  Nevf  York, 
and  the  commissioners  of  the  other  governments,  are<  yoa 
ready  to  hear  us  }"  The  governor  having  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  King  Hendrik,  venerable  in  years,  rose  and 
with  all  the  dignity  which  his  white  hairs  apd  miotic 
mien  gave  him,  holding  up  the  chain  belt  to  the  gaze  of  all, 
advanced  a  few  steps,  and  thus  spoke ; 
X  ^^Brdhren :  We  return  you  all  our  gratef 9!  acknowledge- 
ments for  renewing  and  brightening  the  povenani  chain. 
This  chain  belt  is  of  very  great  importance  to  our  united 
nations,  and  all  our  allies.  We  will  therefore  take  it  to 
Onondaga,  where  our  council  fire  always  bums,  and 
keep  it — so  securely,  that  neither  thunder  nor  lightning 
shall  break  it  There  will  we  consult  over  it ;  and  as  we 
have  already  added  two  links  to  it,  so  we  will  use  our 
endeavors  to  add  as  many  more  links  to  it  as  lies  in  our 
power  ;^    *    *    In  the  meantime  we  desire  that  you  will 

1  The  aUusion  is  to  two  smaU  Indian  tribes  whloh  the  Six  Nations  had 
lately  taken  into  the  ConfederaUon. 
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strengthen  yourselves,  and  bring  as  many  into  this  cove- chap. 
nant  chain  as  yon  possibly  can.  w^^ 

^Brttkrm:  As  to  the  acconnts  you  have  heard  of  our  i^^- 
living  dispersed  from  each  other,  'tis  very  true.  We  have 
several  times  endeavored  to  draw  off  these  our  brethren 
who  were  settled  at  Oswegatchie ;  but  in  vain,  for  the 
governor  of  Canada  is  like  a  wicked  deluding  spirit. 
However,  as  you  desire,  w^  shall  persist  in  our  endeavors." 
Then  burning  with  indignation,  as  he  recalled  the  long 
neglect  with  which  his  services  had  been  rewarded  by  the 
English — his  eyes  flashing,  and  his  whole  frame  quiver- 
ing with  the  honest  anger,  which  had  so  long  been 
pent  up  within  him — he  exclaimed  '^  You  have  asked  us 
the  reason  of  our  living  in  this  dispersed  manner.  The 
reason  is  yovr  TUffleetmg  us  for  three  years  past'*  Then 
taking  a  stick  and  throwing  it  behind  him — ^^you  have 
thus  thrown  us  behind  your  backs  and  disregarded  us ; 
whereas  the  French  are  a  subtile  and  vigilant  people,  ever 
using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  reduce  and  bring  our  peo- 
ple over  to  them^    *    ♦    * 

"  This  is  the  ancient  place  of  treaty,  where  the  fire  of 
friendship  always  used  to  bum ;  and  'tis  now  three  years 
since  we  have  been  called  to  any  puMic  treaty  hel^  'Tis 
true  there  are  commissioners  here,  but  they  have  never 
invited  us  to  smoke  with  them.^  But  the  Indians  of 
Canada  come  frequently  and  smoke  here,  which  is  for  the 
sake  of  their  beaver.  But  we  hate  them.  We  have 
not  as  yet  confirmed  the  peace  with  them.  *Tis  your  fitult, 
brethren,  that  we  are  not  strengtheoied  by  conquest;  for 
we  would  have  gone  and  taken  Crown  Point,  but  you  hin- 
dered us.  We  had  concluded  to  go  and  take  it,  but  we 
were  told  that  it  waa  too  late  and  that  the  ice  would  not 
bear  us.  Instead  of  this,  you  burnt  your  own  fort  at  Sara- 
toga, and  ran  away  from  it,  which  was  a  shame  and  a  scan- 
dal to  you  !**  Then  again  kindling .  as  he  thought  of  the 
shameful  remissness,  which  had  left  their  own  castles 
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CHAP.  defenceleBs,  he  concluded  in  the  same  Bcathing  language. 

wy— / "  Look  about  your  country,  and  eee,  you  have  no  fortifi- 

^^^'  cations  about  you ;  no,  not  even  to  this  city !   Look  at  the 

French  ;  they  are  mm  ;  they  are  fortifying  every  where ! 

But,  we  are  ashamed  to  say  it,  you  are.all  like  t^omm,  bare 

and  open,  without  any  fortifications !'' 

Thus  closed  one  of  the  most  eloquent  Lotdian  speeches 
ever  uttered.  A  speech,  which  for  its  truth,  vigor,  and 
biting  sarcasm,  has  never  been  equaled  by  any  Indian 
orator— scarcely  excelled  by  one  of  aoy  other  race— and 
which,  "  containing  strains  of  eloquence  which  nodght  have 
done  honor  to  Tully  or  Demo8thene8,"^  will  ever  stand 
among  the  finest  passages  of  rhetoric  in  either  ancient  or 
modern  history.* 

As  soon  as  Hendrik  had  ended,  his  brother  Abraham, 
rising  up,  spoke: 

^^  Brethren:  We  would  let  yon  fcbow  what  wfw  our 
desire  three  years  ago,  when  Col<»nel » Johnson  .laid  dowu 
the  management  of  Lidian  affaixs,  which  gave  us  great 
uneasiness.  The  governor  then  told  ns,  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  continue,  him  but  that  he  would  consult  the  ooun. 
cil  at  New  Tork ;  tliat  he  was  going  over  to  England,  a|id 
promised  to  reccommend  our  desire,  that  Colonel  Johnson 
should  have  ttie  management  of  Ludia^  affiurs,  to  the  king, 
that  the  governor  might  have  power  to  reinstate  him.  We 
long  waited  in  the  expectation  of  this  being  done;  but 
hearing  ho  more  of  it,  We  embrtuce  this  ppportunity  of  lay- 
ing this  belt  bef(»re  all  our  brethren  h^^  present,  and 
desire  them,  that  Oolonel  Johnson  n^ay  be  reinstated 
and  have  the  management  of  Indian  affiurs ;  fox  we  all 

1  Oeutknum't  Magamme:  referring  to  this  apeech. 

*  This  is  not  empty  panegyric.  In  a  manuscript  letter  befbre  me  written 
by  Oovernor  'Shirley  to  Hendrik,  through  Colonel  Johnscm,  OoTernor  8. 
expresses  hktts^  in  terms  of  the  wannest  admieaiien  for  Bfadrik  both  as 
an.  orator  and^  as  i  man  j  thanks  Jhim  for  his  speech  at  Albany ;  and  promi- 
ses to  recoiiiinend  him  to  his  miO®*^7  asihe  warm  friend  and  fast  ally  of 
the  English.  Governor  LiYingston  alluding  to  this  speech  also  speaks  of 
Hendrik  as  a  <<  consammate  0mbw,'*^^Vid$  Life  of  LMttgUon  bjf  Sedgvnck^  98. 
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lived  happy  whilst  they  were  nnder  his  management,  fof<^^ 
we  love  him,  and  he  ns,  and  he  has  always  been  oar  good  w^w 
and  trtiflly  friend."    Then  before  he  sat  down,  he  added  ^'^ 
with  significant  irony: — ^^  Brethren: — ^I  forgot  something. 
We  think  onr  reqnest  about  Colonel  Johnson,  which 
Governor  Clinton  promised  to  convey  to  the  king  our 
&ther,  is  drowned  in  the  sea.''    Theu  tuming  himself 
around  and  fiM)ing  the  New  York  commisBionera  for  Indian 
affairs,  he  closed  by  telling  them  that  the  fire  at  Albany 
was  burned  out,  and  requesting  that  they  would  take 
notice  of  what  he  said. 

These  speeches,  as  exponents  of  the  state  of  feeling 
existing  among  the  Confederates,  were  ccmsidered  so 
important,  as  to  causd  them  to  be  debated,  by  the  com* 
miBsioners,  paragraph  by  paragraph ;  and  the  same  com- 
mittees—which had  drafted  the  opening  speech  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  upon  the  nineteenth,  was  requested  to 
prepare  a  suitable  answer  to  these  also.^  On  the  third  of 
July  the  draft  of  the  answer  was  submitted  to  the  board 
of  commissioners  by  Colonel  Johnson,  as  chairman,  and 
the  answer  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  oommissioncra; 
being  approved,  it  was  delivered  to  the  Indians,  by  Mr, 
De  Lancey  on  the  fourth.  Its  tone  was  eminently  kind 
and  conciliatory.  In  it,  the  lieutenant  governor  expressed 
the  gratification  which  it  afforded  all  present,  to  learn 
of  their  good  intentions,  and  know  that  it  was  not  with 
their  countenance  that  the  French  had  entered  upon  tb^ 
(Hiio,  and  their  lands.  Some  of  the  infi>nBation,  mor^t 
over,  which  they  had  communicated  in  their  speech,  was 
to  himself  and  the  commissioners  not  a.  little  surprising* 
Although,  he  said,  he  had  knawn  for  the  past  five  years, 
of  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  yet  it  was  only  lately, 
that  he  was  aware  that  they  had  been  building  forts  for  the 
protection  of  themselves  and  the  Indians.    ^^  It  is  fortu- 

1  This  oommittee  oonsiBted  of  William  Johnson,  Samuel  Welles,  Theo- 
dore Atkinson,  Blisha  Williams,  Martin  Hpirard  Jr.,  Isaac  Norris»  aa4 
BttOsmin  Taakar  Jr. 
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<mp.  nate"  he  added^  "  that  Mr.  Weiser,  who  transacts  the  pub- 
«.iv-^lic  business  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  with  your 
1754.'  nations,  and  is  one  of  your  council,  and  knows  these  mat- 
ters Weil,  is  now  present.  Hear  the  aecotinthe  gives,  and 
this  will  set  the  matter  in  a  true  light"  Conrad  Weiser 
was  here  introduced,  and  a  brief  sketch  of  the  Pronck 
encroachments  on  the  Ohio,  was  given  by  him  to  the 
Indians.  Mr.  De  Lancey  then  continued — ^  to  their  dis-, 
satisfaction  at  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Johnson,  he  waa 
sensible  that  while  he  had  the  management  of  thedr  aflairs 
they  all  lived  happily  and  contentedly^  but  as  Albany  waa 
the  place  where  the  ancient  council  fire  was  kindled,  which 
was  now  almost  extinguished,  and  as  Colonel  Johnson  still 
declined  acting,  he  had  tlK>ught  proper  tp  rekindle  the 
fire  by  appointing  commissioners.  ^^  These"  said  he^  ^^  I 
shall  direct  to  receive  and  consult  with  you  upon  all  busi- 
ness tiiat  may  concern  our  mutual  interests;  andl.e^ect 
that  you  will  for  the  future,  according  to  the  custom  of 
your  forefathers,  apply  to  them*.  I  shall  give  them 
directions  that  liiey  treat  you  with  the  affection  due  to  you 
is  bretliren.  I  shall  therefore  make  trial  of  th^n  another 
year ;  and  if  you  do  not  meet  with  the  kind  treatment 
you  have  a  right  to  expect,  complain  to  this,  government^ 
and  efibctual  measures  shall  be  taken  for  your  satisfiiction." 
Mr.  Eellogg^  the  interpreter  fix>m  Massachusetts.  Bay, 
then  closed  the  oonfereAce  for  the  day,  by  telling  the 
Indians  of  several  forts  which  the  French  were  erecting 
on  the  Kenebec  and  Connecticut  rivers,  and  a^sp.gjf  some 
depredations  lately  committed  in  the  colony  of  !£^ew  Hamp- 
shire, by  a  party  of  the  St.  Francis  Indians.   . 

While  the  congress  was  sitting,  Colonel  Johnson^  at  the 
request  of  the  commissioners,  submitted  a  paper,  contain- 
ing his  views  on  the  managemie,nt  of  the  Six  IfationB,  and 
the  best  method  of  defeating  the  designs  of  the  French 
upon  the  Confederates.  The  suggestions  were  considered 
so  judicious,  as  to  lead  liie  congress  to  vote  that  Mr.  Frank- 
lin should  be  desired  to  give  the  thanks  of  the  bpard  to 
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Colonel  Johnson,  and  request  hhn  to  allow  a  copy  to  booaup. 
taken  by  the  commissioners  of  each  colony  for  the  con^s-.^^ 
sideration  of  their  respective  governments*  ^^^^ 

The  chief  measores  urged  by  the  colonel  were,  that  gar- 
risons should  be  established  immediately  in  the  most  com- 
modious situations  among  the  Bix  Katkms,  from  which  the 
Indians  should  be  supplied  with  food,  until  their  own  lands 
could  be-BO  protected  as  to  fornish  them  ^  with  the  means 
of  subsistence.  The  French,  moreover,  obtained  much  of 
their  influence  ov^  the  Indians  by  having  large  stotes  of 
clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  them  at  their  different 
forts;  and  such  kind  of  encouragement  should  likewise  be 
extended  by  the  ilnglis)!  at  Osw^o,  and  at  any  other  posts 
or  trading  houses  that  might  hereafter  be  built  in  the  Indian 
countiy.  A  strict  look  out  at  Oswego  and. at  other  points 
was  recommended,  to  hinder  the  French  from  tampering 
with  the  Confederates ;  and  military  officers,  he  thought^ 
should  reside  at  each  castie^and  keep  the  government  well 
advised  of  every  occurrence^  The  building  of  a  fort,  also^ 
at  the  Onondaga  castle,  properly  garrisoned,  was  stroi^ly 
urged,  where  should  be  stationed  a  missioiiarjr  and  a  smith 
to  repair  their  arms  and  utensilfi.  The  colox^l,  i;noreoyer, 
!req)ectAilly  suggested,  that  young  men  well  versed  .in 
grammar  should  reside  among  the  Onondagas,  genecas  and 
Mohawks,  in  order  that  they  might  become  good  inter- 
preters in  every  dialect — ^a  thing  mu:ch  needed.  Finally 
the  Six  Nations  should  be  reminded  of  their  promise  to 
extend  the  covenant  chain  to  Detroit  unless  hindered  by 
the  French ;  consequently,  if  the  latter  were  removed, 
there  would  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  the  Ailfiim^t  of 
their  agreement.  ,  This,  the  colonel  thought,  might "  serve 
to  show  them  the  eoiiy  and  contrived  encroachments  of 
the  French."  These  suggestions  were  considered  so  val- 
uable, that  Mr.  De  Lancey  forwarded  a  copy  of  them  to 
the  board  of  trade,  recommending  their  adoption. 

Several  more  days  were  occupied  in  hearing  and  answer- 
ing speeches  from  the  Six  Nations,  the  Sohaticook  and 
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cm^.  River  Indians ;  and  on  the  eleventh,  the  Confederates, 
w^  having  renewed  all  their  covenants,  and  sworn  uncom- 
1764.  promising  hostility  against  the  French,  were  disuiissed 
seemingly  pleased  wiUi  the  result  ^ 

The  Indians  were  not  allowed  to  depart  however,  until 
tiie  famous  purchase  from  them  of  the  Wyoming  l^ds  was 
effected ; — an  account  of  the  origin  of  which,  from  the 
important  bearing  of  the  transacticm  on  future  events, 
mxist  not  be  omitted. 

'<  The  first  grants  of  land  in  America  by  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  were  made  with  a  lavishness  which  can  exist 
only  where  acquisitdoos  are  without  cost,  and  their  value 
unknown ;  and  with  a  want  of  provision  in  regard  to 
boundaries,  which  could  result  only  from  entire  ignorance 
of  tiiie  country.  The  charters  of  the  great  western  and 
southern  Virginia  companies,  and  of  the  colonies  of  Mas- 
sackusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut,  were  of  this  liberal  and 
uncertain  character.  The  charter  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany coveered  the  elcpanse  from  tibe  fortieth  to  the  foriy- 
siirth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  extending  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean." '  This  charter  was  granted 
by  King  James  I.,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  in  the 
imost  ample  manner,  on  the  third  of  November,  1620,  to 
the  duke  of  Lenox,  the  marquise  of  Buckingham,  the  earls 
of  Arundel  t^d  Warwick  and  their  associates,  <<  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  If  ew  England 
in  America."  The  charter  of  Connecticut  was  derived 
from  the  Plymouth  company,  of  which  the  earl  of  War- 
wick was  president.  The  grant  was  made  in  March,  1621, 
to  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  and  their  associates. 

1  At  this  congress,  »  present  Arom  the  king  was  distributed  to  the  Indians, 
<'  of  nrach  greater  Talne  than  %rw  before."  The  commiaBiomers  trogk  New 
Eunpihire  made  them  a  separate  present.  It  is  a  custom  among  the  Six 
NatioM  to  giye  a  name  to  their  benefactors  upon  such  occasions.  The 
name  which  thej  gave  to  the  province  of  New  Hampshire  was  So^Sdfftittx- 
owdne,  ^  I  have  inquired  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  the  meaning  of  this 
name.  He  informed  me  that  80  signifies  again ;  84ffndx,  a  dish  ;  and  ow4fw 
large."    Again  a  large  dish.— ^sttnop. 

'Oordon's  BUtory  of  Pemuifloamoa. 
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It  was  made  in  the  most  ample  form^  and  also  covered  the  <g^ 
country  west  of  Connecticnt  to  the  extent  of  its  breadth,  w^^ 
being  about  one  degree  of  latitude  from  sea  to  sea.  ^  This  ^^^ 
grant  was  confirmed  by  the  king  in  the  course  of  the  same 
year,  and  again  in  1662.  New  York,  or  to  speak  more 
correctly  in  reference  to  that  period,  the  New  Netherlands^ 
being  then  a  Dutch  possession,  could  not  be  clidmed  as  a 
portion  of  these  munificent  grants,  if  for.no  other  reason, 
for  the  very  good  and  substantial  one,  that  in  the  grant  to 
the  Plymouth  company,  an  exception  was  made  of  all  such 
portions  of  the  tenitoiy  as  were  '^  then  actually  possessed 
or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian  province  or  state."  But 
the  round  phraseology  of  the  charters  opened  the  door 
sufficiently  wide  for  any  subsequent  claims,  within  the 
specified  parallels  of  latitude,  which  the  company,  or  its 
aocessors^  might  find  it  either  convenient  or  politic  to  inter- 
pose. And  it  appeal^  that  even  at  the  early  date  of  1651, 
some  of  the  people  of  Omnecticut  were  sJready  casting 
longing  eyes  upon  a  section  of  the  valley  of  the  Delaware. 
It  was  represented  by  these  enterprising  men  that  they 
had  purchased  the  lands  in  question  firom  the  Indians,  but 
that  the  Dutch  had  interposed  obstacles  to  their  settlement 
thereon.  In  reply  to  their  petition,  the  commissioners  of 
the  united  oolcniies  asserted  their  right  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  territory  claimed  upop  the  Delaware,  and  the  valid- 
ity of  the  purchases  that  had  been  made  by  individuals. 
<^  They  protested  against  the  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  and 
assured  the  petitioners  that  though  the  season  was  not 
meet  for  hostilities,  yet  if  within  twelve  months,  at  their 
own  charge,  they  should  transport  to  the  Delaware  one 
hundred  armed  men,  with  vessels  and  ammunition  approved 
by  the  magistrates  of  New  Haven,  and  should  be  opposed 

1  Trambuirs  Mittary  of  ConMciicuL  Colonel  Timothj  Piokering,  in  his  let- 
ter to  hii  son,  glying  the  particulars  of  the  highhanded  outrage  committed 
upon  him  in  Wyoming  in  1788,  in  speaking  of  these  grants,  remarks  :->"  It 
seems  natural  to  suppose  bj  the  terms  of  these  grants,  extending  to  the 
western  ooean,  that  in  early  times  the  continent  was  conceiTed  to  be  of 
comparaiirely  little  breadth." 
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og^p.  by  the  Datch,  they  should  be  asdisted  by  as  xaaay  soldiers 
wv-1^ as  the  commissioners  might  judge  meet;  the  lands  and 
^"^'  trade  of  the  settlement  being  charged  with  the  expense, 
and  continuing  under  the  government  of  !N'ew  Haven."  ^ 
The  project,  however,  was  not  pressed  during  the  desig- 
nated period,  nor  indeed  does  it  seem  to  have  bee)i  revivM 
for  more  than  a  century  afterward.  Many  .changes  of  polit- 
ical and  oth^  relations  had  occurred  during  this  long 
lapse  of  time.  Disputes  had  arisen  between  the  people  of 
Connecticut  and  the  Kew  Netherlands,  in  regard  to  bound- 
aries, which  had  been  adjusted  by  negotiation  and  com- 
promisie.  The  colony  of  theNew  N etlierlandshad  moreover 
fallen,  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  under  the  sway  of  theBritifih 
crown.  The  colonies  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  had 
also  been  planted.  Various  additional  grants  Jtiad  been 
given  by  the  crown,  and  other  qu£Stions  of  teisitorial  lim- 
its had  been  raised  and  adjusted*  But  in  none  of  these 
transactions  had  Connecticut  relinquished  her  claims  of 
jurisdiction,  and  the  preemption  right  to  the  lands,  of  the 
Indians  lying  beyond  New  York,  and  north  of  the  fortieth 
degree  of  latitude,  ad  defined  in  the  original  graat  to  the 
Plymouth  company.  The  grant  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany to  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brook,  had  been  made 
fifty  years  before  the  grant  to  "William  Penn,  and  the  con- 
formation of  that  grant  to  Connecticut  by  royal  charter, 
nineteen  years  prior  to  that  conveyance.* 

Unfortunately,  moreover,  from  the  laxity  that  prevailed 
among  the  advisers  of  the  crown,  in  tiie  granting  of  patents, 
as  to  boundaries,  the  patent  to  WilKam  Penn  covered  a 
portion  of  the  grant  to  Connecticut,  equal  to  one  degree 
of  latitude  and  five  of  longitude ;  and  within  this  territory, 
thus  covered  by  double  grants,  was  situated  the  section 

1  This  quotation  is  from  Gordon.  Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  letter  already 
cited  in  a  preceding  note,  addressed  to  his  son,  and  priyatelj  printed  for 
the  use  of  his  own  family  only,  supposed  that  Conneotictit  did  not  set  up 
any  formal  claim  to  lands  west  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  until  just 
prior  to  the  revolution.     He  was  in  error. 

*  Trumbull. 
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of  the  Delaware  county  heretofore  spoken  of;  as  also  thec»AF. 
yet  richer  and  more  inviting  valley  of  "Wyoming,  towards-^ 
which  some  of  the  more  restless,  if  not  enterprising  sons  ^"^ 
of  the  Pilgrims  were  already  turning  their  eyes  with  impa- 
tience. 

The  project  of  establishing  a  colony  in  Wyoming  was 
started  by  sundry  individuals  in  Connecticut  in  1763, 
during  which  year  an  association  was  forined  for  that  pur- 
pose called  the  Susquehanna  company,  and  a  number  of 
agents  were  commissioned  to  proceed  thither,  explore  the 
country,  and  conciliate  the  goodwill  of  the  Indians.  This 
commission  was  executed ;  and  as  the  valley,  though  at 
that  time  in  the  ocfcupancy  of  the  Delawares,  was  claimed 
by  the  Six  Nations,  a  purchase  from  that  Confederacy  was 
determined  upon.  To  this  end,  a  dcputa;tion  of  the  com- 
pany, the  associates  of  which  already  numberd  about  six 
f  hundred  persons,  embracing  many  gentlemen  of  wealth 
and  character,  was  directed  to  repair  to  this  present  con- 
gress at  Albany,  and  if  possible  effect  the  purchase. 
Their  movements  were  not  invested  with  secresy,  and 
James  Hamilton,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  becoming 
acquainted  with  them,  was  not  slow  in  interposing  objec- 
tions to  the  procedure — claiming  the  lands  as  falling  wi^in 
the  charter  of  Penn,  and  of  course  belonging,  the  preemp- 
tive right  at  least,  to  the  proprietaries  for  whom  he  was 
administering  the  government.  Hamilton  wrote  to  Go- 
vernor Wolcott  upon  the  subj  ect,  protesting  strongly  against 
the  designs  of  the  company.  To  this  letter  Wolcott  replied, 
that  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise  supposed  the  lands  in 
question  were  not  comprised  within  the  grants  of  Wilfiam 
Penn ;  but  should  it  appear  that  they  were,  the  governor 
thought  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  quarrel  upon  the 
subject.  Goyemor  Hamilton  also  addressed  Colonel  John- 
son in  relation  to  the  matter,  praying  his  interposition  to 
prevent  the  Six  Kations  from  making  any  sales  to  the 
agents  of  the  Coiuiectic]it  company,  shoi^ld  they  appear  at 
Albany  for  that  purpose, 
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CH^.  But  these  precautionary  measures  on  the  part  of  Governor 
Wy^  Hamilton  did  not  defeat  the  objeot  of  the  Connecticut  com- 
1764.  pany,  although  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  were  especially 
instructed  to  that  end  before  leaving  home  for  Albany. 
A  purchase  was  made  by  the  Connecticut  agents  or  dele* 
gates,  through  Lydius,  of  a  tract  of  land  extending  about 
seventy  miles  north  and  south^  and  from  a  parallel  line  ten 
miles  east  of  the  Susquehanna,  westward  two  degrees  of 
longitude.  ^  This  purchase  included  the  whole  valley  of 
Wyoming,  and  the  country  westward  to  the  sources  of  the 
Allegany. '  The  Pennsylvania  delegates  did  all  in  their 
power  to  circumvent  the  agents  of  the  Susquehanna  com- 
pany, holding  several  private  councils  with  the  chiefe  of 
the  Six  Ifations,  and  endeavoring  to  purchase  the  same 
lands  themselves.  In  the  course  of  their  consultations, 
Hendrik,  thinking  that  some  reflections  had  been  cast  upon 
his  character,  became  excited  and  declared  that  neither 
of  the  parties  should  have  the  land.  But  the  Connecticut 
agents  succeeded,  as  already  stated,  and  the  Pennsylvanians 
also  effected  the  purchase  of  "  a  tract  of  land  between  the 
Blue  mountain  and  the  forks  of  the  Susquehanna  river; — 
purchases  which  were  to  involve  Pennsylvania  in  a  long 
lUid  savage  war,  in  which  the  blood  of  her  best  settlers 
flowed  like  water.  Strong  efforts  were  subsequently  made 
by  the  Pennsylvanians,  aided  by  the  influence  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  to  induce  the  Indians  to  revoke  the  sale  to  the 
Susquehanna  company,  and  Hendrik  was  induced  by  the 
colonel  to  make  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  upon  that  business 
And  in  justice  to  the  Pennsylvanians  it  must  be  allowed 
that  they  always  protested  against  the  legality  of  this  pur- 
chase by  their  rivals — alleging  truly  that  the  bargain  was 

1  Trumbull. 

s  Chftpman.  Another  Mioeiation  wu  subtaquentlj  fanned  in  GonaeeticiU 
oallfld  the  J>ehwar€  eon^any,  irhioh  purohwed  the  land  of  the  Indians  east 
of  the  Wyoming  tract,  to  the  Delaware  rWer.  Thie  oompanj  began  a  set- 
tlement on  the  Delaware  at  a  place  called  Ooshutunk  in  1757,  which  was 
the  first  f  ettlement  founded  by  the  people  of  Connecticut  within  the  tenri- 
torj  claimed  by  them  west  of  New  York. 
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not  made  in  open  council ;  that  it  waa  the  work  of  a  ftw  of  mff^ 
&e  chieffl  only ;  and  that  Beveral  of  than  were  in  a  state  spw 
of  intOKioation  when  they  sagned the  dee4of  eonv^avu^e.^  ^^ 

Dttiingthe eession of  the  oongmee^  atdie  Buggestion of 
tiie  Maaeadmaette  oommiBaioneFBy  &e  pka  for  a  geaesral 
federal  tmiiOQ  wae  taken  into  eonBid^nation.  A  comouttoe, 
conei6l»ig  of  a  delegate  ftom  eaeh  of  the  (hAobom  repi«»» 
fiteiitedi  wai^  appoltited  ioiroA  plans  £ot  tbd*  ohjeof ;'  Mid 
the  subject  was  debated^  ^hand  in  hand  wiih  ihe  Indian 
businesa  dally,  Sok  twaliTie  iCiHiaeoiKtiye  di^"^  Finally^ 
after  sevaeml  diffef^eni  pinna  had  been  snbtnitted  to  the 
boaMl  and  debated,  th^  one  draim  by  Jnwiklinin^43»i»  ehi/^f 
iieada  of  which  had  bMn  prepansd  bj  him  h^oni  h^  i#ft 
honu^ .  waa  adoptedk.  £vei7  memb^^  0(  tfie  .^yMwu^il  iifv 
pcovedof  the  pten  M$ept  ]i^^  J3kiB  Laph^^^  ''  md  }i<d  madf 
jK>  gteat  opposition^'*  ^  The  plan,  m  J9mf^  ^  it^  fo^tiu^ 
muB  aiBular  to  the  ftdanii  ^oM^titvjtion,  wfci^h  itP  9Qii»ir 
aasiabad  :in  &ainiaf  many  ywrs  laftervFArd^  |t  pix)ppf«94 
first,  that  application  should  be  made  to  parlieffbWt  lor  im 
•ofc  to  aatabliidi  a  general  gio^eiMnent  in  Aff^mm^,  ?«rhich 
aras  to  conaiat  pf  sa  pnsaident  geiaetftl,  to  hd  mtiP9ftd^  ^y 
the  eopwn,  and  a  grand  jeoamreiJl^f  fina^^igbt  JOM&niben^ 

iGab^ar*  »[n  tjliia  oplploa  O.or Aon  js  Buppo^tfi^  ^j  Gt^Q^el  Bickering, 
-whp  remark! : — Th^se  purobases  were  not  made,  I  am  well  satisfied,  at  any 
public  council,  or  open  treaties  of  the  Indians  to  whom  they  belonged,  but 
of  litlle  knotfl  of  inferior  an4  unaiithorised  d4i^,  IndMFerent  about  the 
cotMei^MnMS,  provided  Cher  na^td  4fl|ae  prtMUt  ^oMwiion,  it  «ooi» 
9WatiT#ty  fif  IHtle  lal^^ 

#7lii8Q9iMiuMM  was  ooiaposed  of  FnoikUnof  Penni^lTaiiia,  Taake^  of 
M afylMid,  Bmith  of  New  Tork»  Hutchiaaon  of  Maasachuaetta,  Atohinaon 
4fr  KewVaupAiffv,  PIftkia  af  .€iBiiMotiout»  MdL  HopkiM  «f  Rhode  UlMid-- 


all  distinguished  men. 

^PranUw. 

«'8iiflth.  Bee  Blso€K>Ten>or  lATingeion  Mam,  jER».  CW^tHi,  77.  Author- 
Uied/I  «m  aware,  differ  on  thie  point  of  vmaniii^y;  •  Franklin  ^nd  Hntch- 
IneoiTBay  the  plan  was  vn^mtmotM/y -agreed  upoB^  and  Trombi^  direotly 
iiftnns  the  eontrsry .  ^e  bailanee  of  anUioriiy  howerer^  serres  to  sustaii^ 
Che  view  taken  in  the  pe^U 
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am^  who  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  different  colonial  assembliea. ' 
sm^^  The  number  of  membera  from  each  colony  was  to  be  never 
17U.  more  than  seven,  nor  lesa  than  two ;  and  was  to  be  "in 
proportion  to  the  sums  paid  by  each  colony  into  the  general 
treagnry.'*  To  the  grand  council  was  to  be  committed  the 
entire  management  of  all  civil  and  military  affiurs.  The 
jMreaident  general  was  to  have  a  veto  power  on  every  act 
of  the  council,  and  in  him  was  to  be  lodged  the  whole 
executive  authority.  To  him  also  was  given  ^'  the  appoint- 
ment, with  the  advice  of  the  council,  of  all  nxilitaiy  offi^ 
cers,  and  the  entire  management  of  Indian  aflBurs/'  The 
president  and  council  together  might  declare  war  against 
the  Indians,  or  make  i>eace  with  diem ;  conclude  treaties; 
buy  lands  either  in  the  nimie  of  the  crown  or  the  union; 
raise  troops ;  build  forts ;  and  in  short  do  everything  for 
the  general  defence  and  welfare  of  the  colonies.  The  seat 
of  this  government  was  to  be  located  in  Philadelphia^ 
which,  it  was  supposed,  might  possibly  be  reached  from 
either  South  Carolina  or  New  Hampshire  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  days ! 

This  plan  was  not  adopted.  The  several  assemblies 
deeming  it  too  much  of  an  encroachment  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  refused  their  assent  The  parent  govern- 
ment, equally  jealous  of  the  prerogative,  rejected  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  fevored  the  democratic  at  the  expense  of 
the  aristocratic  element ;  and  the  colonial  governors,  "  too 
inconsiderable  to  hope  for  so  illustrious  a  seat  as  the  presi- 
dent's, could  not  brook  the  exaltation  of  private  citizens 
to  stations  in  the  grand  council,  inflating  their  vanity,  and 
enabling  them  not  only  to  traverse  their  interests  at  court, 

1  The  asiembUes  were  to  ohoete  the  members  for  the  grand  ooaAoU  is  the 
following  proportion : 

Massachufetts... 7    Pennfjlyanta ^..«6 

Kew  Hampshire i..» 2    Maryland 4 

Connecticut 5    Virginia 7 

Rhode  Island... -.2    North  Carolina 4 

New  York 4    South  Carolina 4 

New  Jersey 8  — 

Total,  48 
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but  lessen  their  anljbority."  ^    The  plan,  therefore,  meeting  ^%^*^ 
with  coldness  frcnu  both  the  crown  and  the  colonists,  fellw^^ 
through ;  yet  not  until  it  had  proved  the  leaven,  whioh^  ^^^ 
working  for  many  years,  prepared  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  receive  with  alacrity  a  similar  federal  oonstitation,  thirl^ 
three  years  afterwards. 

Thus  closed  the  labors  of  the  most  august  assemblage, 
that  had  ever  yet  been  convened  upon  the  American  cour 
tin^it.  Composed  of  men  distinguished  in  the  walks  of 
science,  statesmanship  and  philanthropy,  it  commanded 
attention  aUke  £rom  the  humblest  of  the  people  to  the 
highest  dignitary  of  the  crown.  Though  in  some  respects 
it  was  a  political  failure,  yet  it  stands  another  link  in  thi^ 
chain  of  events  which  were  rapidly  hastening  the  colonies 
into  the  maintenance  of  an  independent  eodstenoe*  * 

Scareely  had  the  last  commissioner  departedfirom  Albany, 
when  the  whole  frontier  from  the  meadows  of  the  Ohio  to 
the  forests  of  Maine,  became  alive  with  savage  hordes  let 
loose  upon  the  settlements  by  the  French,  Intimations 
of  this  however,  had  been  received  through  the  mouths 
of  Indian  runners  in  the  spnng.  As  soon  as  hostilities 
had  ftirly  beguh  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  reports 
came  that  a  fort  had  been  erected  on  the  head  waters  of 
the  Kennebec  by  the  French^  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  this  news,  Govemc»r  Shirley,  at  the  suggestion  of  Din- 
widdle,^ proceeded  up  that  river  with  five  hundred  men  to 
Tacconet  falls  where  he  buUt  Fort  Halifiuc.  Having 
explored  the  countiy  above  Nimdynock  without  iUsc6ver^ 
ing  any  signs  of  the  enemy,  Governor  Shirley  built  Fort 
Western  at  Cushenoc,  and  leaving  a  sujfficient  number  of 
men  to  garrison  the  forts,  returned  to  Boston  to  find  the 
enemy  almost  at  the  very  gates  of  that  city. 

The  storm  which  had  been  so  long  gathering  had  indeed 
burst  with  all  its  fury  upon  the  colonies.    On  the  twenty- 

>  Smith. 

*For  %  AiU  aoMnni-of  tkii  eongrem,  see  ifoM.  .fiSf.  CM.  ▼,  Bd  aerlM. 

*  QoTwnor  Dinwiddie  to  LieaUiuuii  Gorernor  D«  Laneey. 
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c^.  eighth  of  May  a  bo^y  of  one  hundred  Bchftghticoke 
s«v^  Indians  fell  upon  Dutch  Hoesiek,  Ibbont  ten  miles  west  of 
libit  York  Massachusetts,  and  attackitig  some  men  at  a  mill  on 
the  borders  of  the  town,  killed  one  and  wounded  auother. 
Seenaangly  inihriated  by  the  sight  of  blood,  they  next 
rushed  into  the  settlement — ^firing  houses^  bams  and  stacks 
Of  gralhy  Ahd  killing  latge  numbers  of  cattlew  On  the  fol- 
luffing  day  they  burned  the  Kttie  tillage  of  Coick,  but  as 
most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fortunately  taken  the  alarm 
dikd  A^  the  day  previous^  the  loss  of  life  was  not  great  ^ 
ThiB  Tillag^dTs  presented  a  lamentable  spectoele  as  they 
Cfime  the  ne^  day  into  Albany,  some  half  naked,  otherfl 
with  dn«  or  two  articles  of  household  goods — all  that  they 
httd  been  able  losecurd  in  Iheir  sudden  flight—and  aU 
foot-sofe  And  weary.  Th^  siglit,  says  an  eye-witness,  was 
pittftble  in  the  extreme.  *  The  garrison  of  Fort  Massa^ehu- 
ietts  b^ing  too  weak  to  Aimish  efficient  aid,  a  party  of 
AdMft  itntnedil^tely  left  Albany  forthe  scene  of  devastation ; 
but  the  Indians'  escaped  i^to.^e  woods,  whither  the  militia 
dai^ed  not  follow.*  Hardly  had  the  yells  of  the  savages 
iied  awB^,  when^  as  if  to  add  intensity  to  tJMse  horrors, 
ifttolUgeSiOa  came  Hitit  the  tomahawk  was  doing  its  bloody 
Wofk  «pbh  the  borders  of  New  Hampshire.  On  the 
flfb^nth  tif  August,  the  Indians  made  their  first  ^ipeamnce 
all  Sakerstx^Wn,  killing  a  woman,  and  •capturing  several 
0theM%  A  fbw  days  afterwards  they  surprised  the  house 
nf  Jankes  Johnson  at  Kumber  Four,  in  th«  night,  and 
fonsing  his  family  from  their  slumbers,  conveyed  him,  his 
WiAftandsbcptherstoCrownPoint^andihemseinto  Canada.* 
Finding  Hie  enettiy  intent  t^n  slaughter,  Governor 
SMrley  at  once  took  active  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 

Massachusetts  frontier.    Cohmel  Israel  Williams,  who  had 

I...  ■  • — •  {. .  ■< —  i  I  I     ■  >  I  . 

1  ltoyt'8  yndim  Wart, 

>  LHt^  ftoti  Um  Indlihb  odttttiis^a^ito  at  kin^y  U  tdevU  Oot.  l>b  Ltti- 
My. 

•  In  ibis  raid  14  houses,  28  bams,  and  28  barracks  of  whtai  were 
destve^M^-uSTMIeiMiM  ^  Ct^Mn  ^h^m,  ihm  Ai  mammi  qf  l*er«  Mat- 
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proved  himself  encb  an  effident  officer  in  the  last  war,  was  cmr, 
again  called  to  the  defence  of  the  western  border.  Tliatwyw 
officer,  having  in  his  prions  service  become  thoroughly  ^^^ 
conversant  with  the  topography  of  the  conntiy,  submitted 
to  Shirley  a  sketch  of  the  land, — together  with  apian  for 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  proposed  that  those 
forts  which  had  afforded  little  or  no  protection  heretofore 
to  the  borderers  should  be  given  up,  and  in  their  place^  a 
line  of  small  fortifications  should  be  erected  through  the 
valley  of  Ohttrlemont ;  Forts  Dummer  and  Massachusetts 
were  to  be  strengthened  and  supplied  wifii  light  cannon, 
ahd  with  two  additional  forts  to  the  westward,  were  to  form 
a  chain  of  forts  connecting  with  the  line  of  fortifications 
in  New  York^  Having  seen,  also,  the  advantage  which 
the  Indians,  by  their  system  of  warfiskre,  had  always  pos^ 
sessed  over  the  whites,  Colonel  Williams  now  proposed  to 
meet  them  with  their  own  weapons  and  upon  their  own 
ground,  y  or  this  purpose,  bodies  of  rangers  well  skilled 
in  woodcraft  and  in  Bush  fighting,  were  to  be  selected  and 
kept  constantly  traversing  the  wilderness,  •  keeping  at  thel 
same  time  a  sharp  look  out  upon  the  routes  to  and  from 
Crown  Point.  •  The  plan  of  Colonel  William^  was  laid  by 
Governor  Shirley  before  the  general  court,  and  its  main 
features  were  adopted.  A  body  of  rangers,  such  as  the 
colonel  had  recommended,  was  also  raised  and  stationed 
On  the  western  frontier  under  his  command.  At  the  same 
time  troops  were  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  north-western 
quarter  of  the  province,  in  the  counties  of  Worcester  and 
Hampshire,  and  Captain  Ephraim  Williams  appointed  to 
the  command,  with  the  rank  of  major.* 

While  these  vigorous  measures  for  the  defence  of  Mas- 
sachusetts were  being  pushed  forward  by  Qovemor  Shirley, 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  York  was  not  idle*    As 

1  Hoy tV  Indian  Wart, 
.  «  The  present  state  of  Vermont. 
»  Hoyt's  Indian  Wart, 
•Idem. 
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<^?-  soon  as  the  latter  received  intelligence  of  tke  destraction 
wy^  of  Hoosick,  he  sent  orders  to  the  authorities  of  Alhany  to 
^754.  f  Qpiur  the  stockades  around  that  citj)  and  pot  the  block 
houses  in  a  suitable  condition  for  defence.  Simaltaneously, 
by  his  orders,  the  only  company  remaining  in  New  York 
— ^the  two  independent  companies  having  sailed  for  Vir- 
ginia^-^marched  to  Albany — a  sergeant. and  a  few  invalids 
only  being  left  in  the  city  to  garrison  the  fort 

While  these  measures  were  in  im)gre0s  to  guard  Albany 
against  surprise,  rumors  i^aohed  Colonel  Johnson  from  the 
north,  that  the  French  were  meditating  a  descent  upon  the 
lower  settlements  of  the  colony,  and  that  a  large  force  in 
advance  of  tiie  main  body  had  already  begun  their  inarch.  * 
Although  these  reports  were  not  credited  by  the  colonel^ 
yet  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  relax  the  preparations 
which  he  had  already  begun,  shortly  after  the  burning  of 
Hoosick,,  for  putting .  the  frontier  towns  in  a  posture  of 
defence.  Measure  were  therefore  immediately  taken  by 
him  for  placing  the  militia  of  the  province  in  a  condition 
^  to  render  efficient  service.  Acting  with  this  object,  he 
wrote  at  once  to  the  captains  of  the  several  companies 
wit^iin  his  district,  ordering  them  to  have  their  men  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. '  At  the  same 
time,  he  directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Schenectady 
to  see  that  all  the  companies  stationed  there  were  instantly 
equipped  and  provided  with  proper  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  officer  was  ftirther  ordered  to  keep  a  strict  watch  by 
night  and  by  day,  and  to  report  to  him  the  state  of  the 
block  houses.*  Considerable  difficulty  having  arisen 
between  the  militia  and  the  regulars  stationed  at  Schenec- 
tady, the  colonel  in  these  same  orders  thought  proper  to 
add :— "  the  guard  must  be  regular,  and  not  allowed  to  com* 

1  Manuscript  orders  of  Colo&el  Johnson  to  the  captains  of  the  different 
companies  within  his  district. 

'Idem. 

*  Manuscript  letter ;  Johnson  to  Captain  Jacobus  Van  Sljck,  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Schenectady,  Aug.  80th,  1754. 
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mit  any  indecency,  or  give  any  inBults  to  the  king's  gar-  c^psi 
riflon."  wy-l/ 

17W, 
Meanwhile  the  general  assembly  was  convened  by  the 

lieutenant  governor  on  the  twentieth  of  August.  His  rea- 
son for  convening  it  at  such  an  unusual  season  of  the  year 
was  given  in  the  opening  message.  It  was,  he  said,  to 
inform  them  of  Colonel  Washington's  defeat  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  Ohio,  within  the  undoubted  limits  of  his 
majesty's  dominions ;  and  as  it  was  plain  that  the  king's 
lands  had  now  been  invaded^  there  was  therefore  no  excuse 
for  not  voting  their  promised  aid  to  Virginia,  which  they 
had  refused  at  the  last  session.  The  defenceless  condition 
of  Albany  was  then  pointed  out,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
pity  for  erecting  a  fort  upon  Hudson  river  for  its  protec- 
tion; equally  necessary,  he  continued,  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  Six  Nations  as  allies,  was  the  erection 
of  a  fort  in  the  Seneca's  country,  where  a  smith  could 
permanently  reside.  As  the  Confederates,  moreover,  at  the 
last  congress,  had  complained  of  the  pernicious  effect  of 
the  sale  of  rum  amongst  them,  he  urged  a  more  stringent 
act  to  prevent  its  sale  to  the  Indians,  as  the  one  formerly 
passed  for  that  purpose  had  proved  totally  ineffectual.  A 
stronger  militia  act,  for  the  formation  into  companies  of 
those  able  to  bear  arms,  yet  exempt  from  military  duty  by 
law,  was  advised ;  and  also  that  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
accoutrements  should  be  provided  at  New  York  and  at 
Albany,  to  be  on  hand  in  case  of  any  emergency.  Direct- 
ing his  remarks  more  particularly  to  the  house,  he  inform- 
ed it  of  the  plan  of  union  which  had  been  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  which  he  con- 
cluded, "  I  shall  now  order  to  be  laid  before  you." 

The  answer  of  the  house  was  of  the  same  general  tenor 
as  its  reply  to  the  lieutenant  governor's  message  at  the 
preceding  session — full  of  quibbles  in  justification  of  its 
refusal  to  grant  the  desired  aid.  While  it  deemed  it 
the  reciprocal  duty  of  the  colonies  to  assist  each  other,  yet 
^^  these  principles,"  said  the  house,  '^your  honor  will  nut 
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cgAjK  extend  to  an  utilimited  senoe;"  there  may  be  inBtancee 

wyw  where  the  particular  colonies  which  are  invaded,  ooght 
!<**•  to  exert  their  own  strength  and  "  not  call  too  londlj  upon 
othere  more  exposed  than  themselves  ;'* — ^yet  such,  it  said^ 
was  the  condition  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  burdened 
with  taxes,  and  threatened  by  the  enemy  at  their  very 
doors.  "The  other  colonies,"  it  continued,  "  make  them- 
selves strong  and  defensible  by  settling  in  townships,  or 
some  other  close  order,  while  our  frontier  lands  are 
granted  away  in  patents,  almost  without  bounds  or  num- 
ber, regardless  of  settlements  or  the  public  welfare." 

"Would  any  man,"  says  Mr.  Smith,  alluding  to  this 
answer  of  the  assembly,  "would  any  man  without  doors, 
and  not  in  the  secret,  believe  what  is  a  fSeu^t,  that  they  had 
already,  that  very  morning,  voted  a  gift  of  five  thousand 
pounds  to  their  fellow  subjects  in  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia?" Yet  such  was  the  fact.  By  granting  the  aid  to 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  the  ministry  were  humored ; 
while  by  doing  it  with  seeming  reluctance,  the  parsimoni- 
ous spirit  of  the  people  was  gratified  and  suspicions  of  a 
sacrifice  of  the  colony's  interests  to  theDeLancey  faction^ 
prevented.^  Nothing  worthy  of  special  note  occurred 
during  the  remainder  of  this  sitting;  and  the  members 
of  the  assembly,  after  thanking  Mr.  De  Lancey  for  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  he  had  distributed  the  presents 
to  the  Indians  at  the  late  congress — intending  by  this  a 
direct  hit  at  Mr.  Clinton — ^were  dismissed  to  their  homes. 

In  the  general  assembly  which  met  on  the  fifteenth  of 
October,  w»fi  first  maBi£^ted  the  want  of  that  harmony, 
which  had  hitherto  beearso  flattering  to  Mr.  De  Lanoey's 
administration.  The  reluctance  of  the  lieutenant  goveimor 
at  the  congress  to  accede  to  the  plan  of  union,  first  awak- 
ened, suspicion  in  the  public  mind  that  his  sympathies 
were  on  the  side  'of  the  crown;  and  that  the  affection 
which  he  professed  for  the  people,  was  only  a  cover  to  his 
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own  ambition.    There  were  also  a  few  of  Mr.  Clinton's  ghaf. 
friends  1^  around  whom  were  gathered  a  small  opposi-  w^ 
tion ;  and  the  partialily  whieh  Mr.  De  Lancey  had  shown  ^'^^ 
to  his  partisans  since  coming  into  power,  disgusted  others 
and  added  to  the  discontent  which  was' now  quite  general 
To  this  was  added  another  souix^e  of  dissatisff^tion,  m. : 
the  conrse  he  had  taken  in  the  bounding  c^  the  college. 
To  understand  this  latter  point  more  dearly,  it  i?  neces- 
sary to  glanee  at  the  origin  of  tiie  controversy  which  was 
now  raging  fiercely,  and  which  had  ab^eady  divided  the 
assembly  into  two  parties. 

The  province  of  'Slew  York  at  this  period  was;  divided, 
in  its  religious  views,  into  two  sectst-^the  I^isoopalian 
and  thePresbyteiiaa-*-l!he  former  being  led  by  James  De 
Lanoey,  and  the  latter  I^  Wm.  Livingston.  .  Th»  Presby- 
terians, though  outnumbering  ten  to  one  th^  Episcopa- 
lians,^ had  not  fSedrly  recovered  frmn  tiie  oppressions  of 
the  early  governors^  Fletcher  and  Corx^bury ;  and  they 
would  probably  have  remainedquiet,  had  not  th0  Episco- 
palians, with  great  lack  ot  judgment,  stbfr^  upi  anew  the 
embers  of  controversy.' 

The  people  of  New  York,  awakenedtothf^  importance 
of  stimulating  education^  r&ised  by  sucQessiv^  lotterie£|, 
the  sum  of^  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three 
pounds  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  college;  and  in  the 
.ftUof  1761,  passed/an  act  for  placing  the  money  tl^i^s 
raised  in  the  hands  of  ten  trustees.  Of  these,  seven  wBre  « 
Episcopalians,  two  belonged  to  the  Dutch  church,  and 
the  tenth  was  Wm..  Livingston,  an  English  Presbyterian.* 
This  manifest  inequality  in  favor  of, the  church  pf  Eng- 
land, at  once  raised  a  well  founded  alarm  in  the/minds  ,of 
the  other  sects,  who  veiy  justly  perceived  in  this,  an 
attempt  to  make  the  college  entirely  sectarian,  by  which 
only  those  in  the.  Episcopal  church  could  participate  in 

lamith.       . 

*Xff)i  o/ ZtvMt^«toA,  by  SMtgwiek  Jna. 

'Wm.  LiTingtsoiiy  afterward  goTomor  o£  New  Jers^. 
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CBj^.itB  benefits.  Ifor  were  they  left  long  in  Bueptosei  for  it 
w^ywBoon  beoiune  well  nnderotood  that  the  miyorify  of  tlie 
''^  trastees  were  to  hove  the  college  iinder  their  ooiitrol,  and 
were  intending  shortly  to  petition  the  lientenant  govemor 
fer  a  charter,  in  which  it  was  to  be  eaqpreeriy  stipulated 
that  no  person  out  of  tlie  commnnion  of  the  ifjigiiflii 
dhnrch  should  be  eligible  to  the  oAce  of  president^  Far 
seeing  men  uttered  gloomy  fbrebodings ;  and  a  belief  soon 
<Mu8ed  itself  through  the  minds  of  intelligent  dissenters, 
that  this  was  only  the  fotetdiadowing  of  an  attempt  to 
introduce  into  the  colony  an  established  church. 

This  ides;  was  to  a  mi^oriiy  of  the  colonists  repugnant 
in  the  extreme.  The  union  of  church  and  state^  with  its 
tythes  «md  taxes,  was,  like  the  ^*  skeleton  in  annpr,"  ever 
present  to  their  imaginations,  stimoiating  them  to  the 
titmost  resistance.  Mr.  LiTingston,  therefore,  partially 
with  a  view  to  expose  the  evils  of  acoUege  founded  upon 
such  sectarian  principles,  established  a  paper  cidled  the 
Independent  Befieeiar.*  The  articles  which  successively 
appeared  from  hts  pen  on  this  subject  urert  able  and  pun- 
gent. Under  his  lash  the  leaders  of  the  church  party 
winced  f  and  in  their  agony,  diarged  him  with  the  design 
of  breaking  up  the  plan  of  any  college  whatever,  and 
dreaded  lest  he  should  oblion  a  charter  <^fbr  oonstituting 
a  college  on  a  basis  the  most  catholic,  generous  and  free."^ 

These  attacks  of  the  church  party  w«r«  returned  with 

—     ■^.^-..  — ■      ^ —  ■-  — .  ■■---  ...--.--  —  -  .^^  ,, 

,,  ^  Life  qf  JMnngHM^ 

>Idem. 

*In  a  letter  from  Ui«  Rer.  Bamael  Johnsoii  of  Conneotlotft  to  Bisliop 
Seeker  (pUbUslied  in  the  London  Dotumtmu  jxx,  6),  the  writer  my :  "The 
^aMk  bt  New  Tdrk  if  abovt  fbtrndiag  »  eoltoge  witk  free  li^erij  to  diteent- 
ittg  pupils  to  go  to  what  meeting  thejf  pleeee ;  naj  not  excluding  diseenters 
from  being  eyen  tutors.  *  *  *  Nay  they  coi^tend  that  no  religion  at 
all  should  be  taught  in  the  college  rather  than  the  church  should  hare  any 
precedence.  80  bitterly  are  they  set  against  oe  1  and  •  bowvf  er  so  nmeii 
tibiey  are  otherwise  at  Tscrianoe  among  themseWee>  yet  ihay  unite  wUk  thnr 
utmoMt  force  against  us,  and  do  all  they  can  to  disaflfect  the  Dutch  towstrds 
m,  who  otherwise  were  peaceably  disposed;" 

« Indtpm/UtU  B^Utltor,  No.  18. 
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redoabledvioleiioe)  and  the  controversy  had  now  riflen  toouui* 
fever  heftt^ 


The  eSoTlB  of  Mr.  Livingston  and  other  able  writers  to  ^^^ 
prevent  the  incorporation  of  the  college  under  these  prin^ 
dplesy  were  froitless ;  and  Mr.  De  Lano^  accordingly 
granted  the  charter.  Rev.  Samuel  Johnson  from  Stratford, 
a  worthy  man,  was  called  to  the  president's  chair,  and  Mr* 
Livingston  was  appointed  one  of  the  governors,  in  th/» 
hope  of  silencing  his  opposition** 

The  granting  of  this  charter  was  so  diq>leasing  to  the^ 
majority  of  the  people,  that  the  lieutenant  governor 
thought  it  advisable,  in  order  to^  win  bade  their  former 
confidence,  to  urge  at  the  present  session  the  passage  of 
several  popular  aets.  Among  them  was  one  for  supplying 
the  garrison  at  Albany  and  the  fortifications  along  the 
frontiers,  and  another  for  the  discharge  of  the  clransof 
Hie  public  creditors,  especially  the  one  of  Cc4/onel  Jobxnr 
son. 

It  may  at  first  appear  singular  tiiat  Mr.  De  Lancey 
should  be  found  using  his  influence  in  fsvor  of  Colonel 
Johnson.  His  opposition  to  the  latter,  however,  had 
aris^i  more  £rom  a  desire  to  harass  Governor  Clinton^ 
than  firom  any  personal  animosity;  and  the  t^use  being 
now  removed,  he  not  only  ceaaed  his.  enmity,  but  con-* 
tinned  his  warm  friend  until  his  deceaae. 

Li «  message  which  the  lieutenant  governor  sent  daw^ 
on  tiie  twenty-fifijh,  the  house  was  infinrmed  that  the 
Mohawks  of  the  lower  castle  were  dissatisfijed  on  account 
(^  a  piece  of  ground  which  they  had  formerly  sold  to  the 

^The  follawing  are  »  few  of  the  tlUet  of  the  wtioleB  wriiten  and  pab- 
lUhed  by  Mr.  LiTingston  ai  thif  time. 

*'  No.  zxxi.  IhrimitiTe  GliriBtiaiiity,  short  and  intcillii^Ue— Modens 
Chrirtitnftyy  Tolamlnotts  and  inoompreiieiiilUe. 

**  xxnr.  Of  the  teHeration  aod  oontenipt  of  the  dvgy. 

««xxxTz.  Theabsnrdsl/of  theoMl  magletsaU'a  iaterfeniM^  ia  m^Mn 
of  ^ligioBu 

«  xzxYui.  Of  paaslTe  obedienee  and  non-reelBtaBoe.'* 

>8edcwlok. 
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cm^BAy.  Mr.  Bfirolay.  The  land,  they  said,  they  never 
wy--^  intended  should  pass  in  fee,  but  remain  forever  for  the 
^^^  use  of  any  missionary  who  might  be  stationed  among 
them.  Bev*  Mr.  Barclay,  having  given  up  his  situation 
as  missionary  to  the  Mohawks,  for  the  rectorate  of  Trinity 
Chufch,  would  gladly  deed  the  land  back  to  the  Indians, 
provided  he  was  reimbursed  for  the  improvements  which 
he  had  put  upon  it.  The  m«8sage  therefore  recommended 
that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  should  be  appropiiated  for 
this  object,  as  well  as  for  tiie  erecting  of  a  church  among 
the  Caniyoharies,  which  the  latter  very  much  desired. 

The  assembly  had  already  proceeded  to  vote  the  arrears 
of  saliM^s,  and  a  farther  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  lieutenant 
governor  at  the  late  treaty,  when  on  the  twenty-first  of 
Sovember,  a  letter  was  communicated  to  thelnby  Mr.  De 
Laacey,  from  the  lords  of  trade.  The  latter,  he  said,  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  council  had  done  right  in  refusing 
its  assent)  ^  to  the  late  application  l^ill,  ad  such  annual 
grants  might  be  employed  ^<to  the  .purpose  of  wresting 
froih  the  CTD^  ihe  nomination  ^  all  officers:  whose  salar 
lies  depended  upon  the  appointment  of  the  assembly,  and 
of  defeating  all  the  necessary  services  o£  government;" 
aiid  that  they  were,  therefore,  at  a  loss,  to  understand  what 
end  the  plan  of  granting  a  yearly  revenue  could  serve.  If, 
holvevei^,  the '  assembly  persisted  in  these  attempts  to 
/  weaken  the  power  of  the  crown  by  sudi  measures,  it  must 
not  flatter  itself  that  it  could  give  them>  either  stability  or 
petrmaneney.  ^<  I  hope,  therefore,^''  oohtinued  Mr.  De  Lan- 
c^y,  "  vou  will  take  these  weighty  reasons  into  your  most 
serious  consideration,  and  provide  a  permanent  revenue 
fpij.  the  support  of  government,  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
put  an  end  to  any  dispute  on  that  be^.*'  ^^  There  is 
another  point  in  their  lordship's  letter,!'  he  farther  added, 
**^on  which  it  iii  proper  you  should  know  their  sentiments. 
Their  lordships  are  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  nature  of 
paper  currency  in  general,  that  the  making  suc1;i  paper 
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money   ft  legal  tender  in  all  payments,  is  unnecessary,  <^r* 
improper,  and  inconsistent  with  the  sense  of  parliamient,"  w^w 
and  therefore  "  I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  any  act  of  this  ^^^• 
sort,  without  a  clause  being  inserted  therein,  suspending 
its  execution,  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  be  known." 

The  result  of  this  communication  was  an  address  in  which, 
while  the  ilssembly  denied  any  intenttou  to  encroach  on 
tiie  executive,  it  refused  to  recede  from  fihe  new  mode 
of  a  yearly  support.  It  was  impossible,  it  said,  on  account 
of  the  colony  debt,  to  erect  forts  without  a  fiaxther  issue 
of  paper;  and  it  boldly  declared,  that  unless  the  bills 
were  made  a  legal  tender  without  any  restriction,  it  would 
not  even  ftcoede  to  that;  when  however  he  had  it  in  his 
power,  to  give  his  assent  to  an  act  that  should  not  be 
impeded  by  any  rtiitfaiimg  clause^  it  would  cheerfully  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  of  the  colony.  The  assembly  neverthe- 
less was  so  alive  to  the  importance  of  erecting  a  fort  forth- 
with  upon  the  Hudson  river  aboye  Albany,  that  it  directed 
him  to  have  one  built,  promising  to  defray  the  cost ,  when 
the  amount  should  be  known.^ 

The  granting  of  a  chairter  to  the  new  college  had  not 
utterly  crushed  out  opposition  to  its  obnoxious  principles. 
The  house  ^till  had  the  disposal  of  the  money  which  had 
been  raised ;  and  the  sectaries  having  a  majority,  the  trus- 
tees were  ordered  to  report  their  transactions  by  virtue  of 
the  act  under  which  they  had  been  appointed.  The  latter 
accordingly  on  the  first  of  November  handed  in  two  sepa- 
rate reports,  Wm.  Livingston  reading  one,  and  James 
Livingston  and  Mr.  NicoU  the  other.  After  the  two 
reports  had  been  considered,  the  house  unanimously 
resolved  ^^  that  it  would  not  consent  to  any  disposition  of 
the  moneys  raised  by  lottery  for  erecting  a  college  within 
this  colony,  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  hereafter  passed  for  that  purpose."  Permission 
at  the  same  time  was  ^ven  Mr.  Robert  Livingston  to 

1  Jomal  of  MBM&bly. 
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f!^*  bring  in  a  bill  for  incorporating  a  coUege,  whidi  he  intro- 

w^  duced  that  same  afternoon.^ 

1764.  rj^^  introduction  of  this  bill  astonished  both  honaee.  It 
was  vain  to  suppose  that  the  council  would  give  its  assent 
to  an  act  so  distasteful  to  its  religious  prejudices;  nor  was 
the  lieutenant  governor  likely  to  directly  contradict  the 
letters  patent  which,  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  he  himself 
had  granted — ^while  the  assembly,  composed  chiefly  of  dis- 
senters, dared  not  rqect  it'  In  this  predicament,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Walton^-prefkced  with  the  remark 
*^  that  the  subject  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
people  they  represented,  with  respect  both  to  their  civil 
and  religious  liberties"— 4hst  the  consideratioii  of  the  bUl 
be  deferred  until  the  next  seesion,  by  which  time  the  sen- 
timents of  their  conelituentB  could  be  obtained.  This 
motion  was  gladly  seized  upon  as  the  only  mode  whidi 
presented  an  honorable  retreat  from  the  position  they  hftd 
so  hastily  assumed,  and  was  therefore  imnnedfately  ounied. 
Thus,  "inth  the  close  of  the  year)  practically  teimiiiated 
the  college  controversy.  A  oentt^i^verey,  whidb  ooosidersd 
in  itself,  was  not  periiapB  of  much  importance ;  but  which 
should  not  be  omitted  by  the  historian,  who  would  ^ow 
the  progress  which  the  colonists  were  making  toward 
that  civU  and  religious  freedom  wUeh  tiiey  afterwwrd 
attained. 

>ldem. 
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CHAPTER  XV- 
1765. 

Blood  had  been  spilled,  WsLsbmjgton  defeated^  and  the  chap- 
scalping  knife  nnsheathed  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Eennebeo,  w^l^ 
yet  England  and  France  were  still  at  peace.    Notwithstand'  ^^^• 
ing  the  bold  assomptionsof  France,  the  vascillating  course 
of   the  Kewcastle  ministry  rendered  a  definite  policy 
toward  that  government  impossible;  and  although  the 
defeat  at  the  Great  Meadows  roused  the  ministry  sufficiently 
to  ask  the  advice  of  Horatio  Gates,  a  youthful  officer  just 
arrived  from  STova  Scotia,  yet  they  soon  relapsed  into  their 
former  imbecility^  leaving  the  charge  of  American  afl&irs 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  at  that  time  the  captain  gen-  * 
eral  of  the  armies  of  Great  Britain.  ^ 

The  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  has  been  described  as 
'<  cruel  and  sanguinary,"  regarded  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  for  indulging  in  his  favorite  pastime,  war,  with 
delight ;  and  rightly  judging  that  the  French  were  bent 
on  hostilities,  he  dispatched  in  January,  while  the  minis- 
try were  still  hesitating,  two  regiments  to  America  under 
the  command  of  Edward  Braddock.  The  French,  tho- 
roughly cognizant  of  the  intentions  of  the  English,  not- 
withstanding the  flimsy  diplomatic  subtieties  with  which 
^'  England's  foolish  prime  minister"  was  amusing  the  French 
court,  immediately  made  preparations  for  sending  large 
reinforcements  into  Canada.  With  this  design,  a  fleet  of 
transports  carrying  troops  under  the  command  of  Baron 
Dieskau,  a  veteran  soldier,  and  having  also  on  board  De 
Yaudreuil,  who  was  to  supersede  Duquesne  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada,  sailed  from  Brest  early  in  May.    Scarcely 

^Bu&oroft.    Wilpole'i  (7eor^« //. 
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<^AP.  had  its  sails  caught  the  ocean  breezes,  when  the  English, 
wy— '  who  had  watched  this  movement  with  a  jealoas  eye,  sent 
^^^-  Admiral  Boscawen  in  pursuit  Both  fleets  arrived  nearly 
at  the  same  time  off  Cape  Bace,  but  were  prevented  by  a 
dense  fog,  from  seeing  each  other.  The  larger  part  of  the 
French  fleet,  taking  advantage  of  this  circumstance, 
escaped  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  safely  landed  the  troops, 
with  Dieskau  and  Vaudreuil,  at  Quebec.  Two  vessels, 
however, — ^the  Alcide  and  the  Lys — were  not  so  fortunate, 
for  on  the  sixth  of  June  they  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk  and 
the  Defiance  of  the  British  fleet.  The  Alcide  was  com- 
manded  by  Hocquart,  and  the  Dunkirk  by  Howe,  *  both 
brave  men — ^and  a  sharp  action  ensued,  which,  lasting 
several  hours,  resulted  in  the  discomfiture  and  surrender 
of  the  French  men-of-war.  •  Meanwhile,  ad  the  prospect 
of  a  war  became  more  certain,  and  the  defenceless  condition 
of  the  frontiers  more  apparent,  the  alarm  of  the  colonists 
grew  so  great  as  to  induce  the  lieutenant  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  to  convene  the  assembly  on  the 
fourth  of  Feburaiy.  The  opening  message  informed  that 
body  of  the  active  measures  which  his  majesty  was  taking 
for  the  security  of  his  subjects  in  America,  and  of  the 
armament  which  had  already  sailed  under  General  Brad- 
dock.  It  farther  reminded  them  of  the  weak  state  of  the 
frontier  fortifications,  should  the  French  make — which  was 
quite  possible — a  descent  upon  the  province.  In  order 
effectually  to  prevent  this,  the  defences  around  the  city  of 
New  York  should  at  once  be  fitrengthenedj  and  other 
works  constructed,  which  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the 
advice  of  his  council  and  the  best  engineers,  might  think 
advisable.  The  northern  frontier  next  demanded  their 
serious  attention.  The  defences  of  the  city  of  Albany 
were  in  such  a  deplorable  state,  as  to  excite  the  derision 
even  of  the  Indians;  and  yet  should  that  city  be  taken, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  French  from  sweeping 

^  Afterwfts4  I^^d  Howe. 
'SinoUet. 
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down  into  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  Albany  should  obap- 
therefore  be  fortified  without  delay,  and  a  strong  fort  built  v--v—' 
at  some  advanced  place  on  the  Hudson,  whence  scouts  ^^^' 
could  be  sent  out  to  gain  intelligence  and  give  timely  notice 
of  the  enemy's  approach.  All  these  preparations,  added 
the  message,  would  require  a  large  amount  of  money ;  but 
as  security  could  not  be  purchased  at  too  high  a  price,  it 
hoped  thaty  throwing  aside  any  ilUtimed  parsimony,  they 
would  provide  such  Ainds  as  would  be  sufficient  to  defray  all 
expenses  necessary  for  their  own  preservation.  The  assem- 
bly needed  no  urging  to  pr<»npt  action.  Its  alarm  was  too 
great,  and  the  enemy  too  near  for  it  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  exigency  of  the  occasion.  It  immediately,  in  defiance 
of  the  royal  instructions,  authorized  an  issue  of  forty-five 
thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  sunk  at  stated 
intervals  by  a  tax ;  prohibited  any  supplies  of  provisions 
from  being  sent  to  the  French  colonies ;  and  made  the 
militia  subject  to  such  penalties  as  should  be  imposed  by 
the  executive. 

Meanwhile,  the  Mohawks  of  the  upper  and  lower  castles 
became  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  hostilities,  which  would 
let  loose  the  hordes  of  French  Indians  upon  their  castles, 
now  entirely  defenceless.  Hearing  of  Colonel  Johnson's 
intended  departure  for  New  York  to  take  his  seat  at  the 
council  board,  they  hastened  to  transmit  by  him  a  message 
to  the  executive,  representing  their  unprotected  condition 
and  beseeching  aid.  Their  appeal  was  delivered  by  the 
colonel,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  city,  to  Mr.  De  Lan- 
cey  in  person,  who  communicated  it  to  his  council  on  the 
twenty-eighth.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  was  as  follows: 

"  Brother  Ooragh:  When  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  last  summer  at  Albany,  the  air  seeme4  tp  be  pleasant 
and  the  sky  serene  and  dear,  but  to  our  great  concern  we  now 
observe  thick  and  heavy  clouds  arising  on  all  sides  and 
driving  this  way,  which  seems  to  portend  a  storm.  Should 
it  blow,  we  are  very  apprehensive  of  danger,  having  no 

61 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


483  IJFK  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHITSOK,  BABT« 

CHAP,  shelter.  To  you,  therefore,  Brother,  (in  whose  power  it  is 
y^.^  to  draw  or  disperse  those  dark  clouds)  i^e  make  known  our 
^"^^  fears,  not  doubting  but  you,  out  of  a  brotherly  affectioii, 
will  either  remove  them  or  ease  the  minds  of  our  old  and 
young  people,  or  cover  us  from  the  impending  storm/'  The 
council,  after  considering  this  letter,  wisely  resolved  that 
to  comply  with  their  wishes  would  be  a  better  argument  in 
dissuading  them  from  yielding  to  the  intrigues  of  the 
French,  than  all  the  words  that  could  be  used,  and  deter- 
mined forthwith  to  have  both  their  castles  stoekaded  and 
such  other  works  erected  as  would  best  protect  their 
uncovered  old  men.  They  also  authorized  the  executive 
to  draw  upon  the  contingent  fund  for  this  purpose ;  and 
directed  the  colonel  to  estimate  the  expense  of  such  works 
as  the  Indians  desired,  and  construct,  on  his  arrival  home, 
such  defences  as  in  his  judgment  might  be  deemed  advis* 
able. 

"While  the  assembly  was  sitting.  Governor  Shirley,  who 
had  for  a  long  time  been  in  correspondence  with  the  min- 
istry upon  the  impoartance  and  feasibility  of  conquering 
Canada,  sent  commlBsioners  to  the  several  colonies,  urging 
them  to  assist  him  in  his  long  cherished  project  of  driving 
the  French  from  the  continent  of  America.  Thomas  Pow- 
nal,  ^  the  commissioner  sent  for  this  purpose  to  the  colony 
of ,  New  York,  met  with  so  lukewarm  a  reception  from  De 
Lancey,  as  to  lead  him  to  seek  sympathy  from  the  parly 
opposed  to  the  latter.  This  party  had  now  acquired  con- 
siderable influence,  and  as  Mr.  Pownal  received  from  it 
cordial  support,  the  lieutenant  governor  thought  it  not 
advisable  to  create  any  more  ill  feeling  against  himself,  by 
provoking  it  farther.  He  accordingly  sent  down  to  the 
assembly,  upon  the  twenty-sixth,  a  special  message,  in  which 
he  requested  supplies  for  the  quartering  of  the  troops,  and 
informed  it  that  the  garrison  at  Oswego  was  in  danger 
of  succumbing  through  want,  as  Colonel  Johnson  had 

1  Brother  of  John  Poimal»  at  tha^  iiifie  o|^e  pf  the  georetarifi^  to  tbe 
board  of  trade. 
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refUaed  any  longer  to  provision  that  post,  while  the  debfcm^- 
which  he  had  already  incarred  in  sapplying  it  was  unpaid,  v..^ 
Aocompanjing  the  message,  were  copies  of  Mr.  Shirley's  ^^W^ 
letters,  and  he  urged  it  to  take  the  suggestions  therein 
contained  into  consideration.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  John 
Chambers  was  sent  by  the  council  to  request  the  house  to 
unite  in  a  joint  committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Pownal  upon 
the  suggestions  made  by  Governor  Shirley.  This  was 
acceded  to,  and  after  the  committee  had  met  the  Muasa* 
ehusetts  commissioner,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  <^  that 
the  scheme  was  well  concerted^  and  that  if  Massachusetts 
would  raise  fourteen  hundred  men,  they  ought  to  find  eight 
hundred,  and  that  they  would  agree  to  contribute  to  a 
general  fund  for  the  common  charge  of  the  war*"  Before 
however  this  resolution  should  be  acted  upon,  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  submit  it  to  General  Braddock  for  his  approval ; 
and  the  house  a^ourned  on  thQ  twenty*ninth  until  his 
opinion  could  be  obtained  by  Mr.  De  Lancey,  who  had  been 
called  to  confer  with  that  general  and  five  of  the  colonial 
governors  at  Alexandria,^ 

This  conference  had  been  called  by  Braddock  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  to  meet  upon  the  fourteenth 
day  of  ApriL'  Its  olgect  was  to  devise  measures  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  French*  Yet 
at  the  same  time  it  was  distinctiy  understood  that  Canada 
was  not  to  be  invaded,  but  only  French  encroachments 
along  the  frontier  repelled. 

Four  separate  expeditions  were  planned  by  Braddock 
and  the  royal  governors — ^the  first  for  the  complete  redue- 
tion  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  to  be  commanded  by  Lawrence, 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  that  province ;  a  second  was  to 
recover  the  Ohio  valley,  under  Braddock  himself;  the 

^The  oolonUl  goTernora  prMent  upon  this  oocMion,  were,  De  Lancey  of 
New  Tork,  Shirley  of  MMBachusette,  Morris  of  PennsylTania,  Sharpe  of 
Maryland,  and  Dinwiddle  of  Virg»ni4.  Commodore  Keppel  was  aUo  present. 

>  Braddock  sailed  Arom  Cork  with  one  thousand  men  «pon  the  fourtaenth 
dagr  «C  JauMry,  sad  MiiTed  in  tha  Chsstpeaksthalattarpartof  rabraavy. 
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CMF.  third,  tindfer  command  of  Shirley,  was  to  expel  the  French 
wv^  from  Fort  Kiagara,  and  form  a  junction  with  Braddoek's 
^^*®'  forces ;  and  the  fourth  was  to  be  given  to  Colonel  Johnson, 
having  for  its  object  the  capture  of  Crown  Point.  This 
last  appointment  was  made  through  the  influence  of 
Governor  Shirley.  The  energy  which  Colonel  Johnson 
had  displayed  in  his  command  of  the  militia  of  "New  York, 
and  the  vigor  which  he  had  infused  into  that  branch  of  the 
public  service,  first  led  Shirley  to  desire  that  he  should 
have  the  command  of  the  expedition.*  Early  in  this  year, 
he  had  announced  to  the  general  assembly  of  Massachu- 
setts, under  a  pledge  of  secrecy,  his  intention  to  appoint 
Johnson  to  the  command  of  the  Expedition  against  Crown 
Point;'  and  at  this  conference.  General  Braddoek,  at  his 
suggestion,  gave  the  colonel  the  command,  with  the  rank 
of  major  general.  The  latter  was  to  have  under  him  the 
provincial  militia  and  the  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations ; 
and  his  acknowledged  influence  over  the  latter  especially, 
gave  promise  of  success.  General  Johnson  held  his  com. 
mission  from  the  governors  of  those  colonies  that  were  to 
furnish  the  provincials — ^the  respective  quotas  of  each  being 
fixed  at  Alexandria. ' 

'  At  this  conference,  Johnson,  who  was  also  present  at 
the  solicitation  of  General  Braddoek,  received  from  the 
latter  the  appointment  of  superintendant  of  Indian  affairs, 
with  full  power  to  treat  with  the  Confederate  Nations,  and 
to  secure  them  and  their  allies  to  the  British  interest 
For  the  fartherance  of  this  latter  object,  Braddoek  advanced 
Johnson  two  thousand  pounds,  which,  it  was  understood, 
should  be  reimbursed  to  him  by  the  colonies,  according  to 
the  proportions  which  had  been  settled  upon  by  the  com- 
missioners, the  previous  summer  at  Albany. 

Immediately  upon  Johnson's  return,  he  sent  belts  of 
wampum  to  all  the  castles  of  the  Confederate  Nations,  now 

>Msnu8oript  letter  i  Sfairiej  to  Johneon. 

*  Letter  to  a  Nobleman.    Moat.  Hu.  M. 

*  JohziBon^B  oommisuon  from  doTemor  Shirley  m  mi^  gmtnlf  ii  daied 
the  16th  April  of  the  present  year. 
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increased  to  nine,  *  informing  them  of  a  grand  council  otap. 
which  he  proposed  to  hold,  and  desiring  that  they  would  v-v^ 
mee|;  him  at  Mount  Johnson  with  all  possible  dispatch.  ^^^ 
The  Indians  did  not  require  urging  to  attend.    The  news 
that  their  brother  Warraghiyagey  had  again  been  raised 
up  among  them,  spread  like  wild-fire ;  *  and  in  a  very  short 
time,  in  response  to  his  call,  over  eleven  hundred  Indians 
of  every  age  and  sex,  assembled  at  the  place  designated. 
So  unprecedented  and  unexpected  was  the  number  present 
— ^by  &r  the  lai^est  assemblage  of  Indians  ever  before 
convened — that  Johnson,  as  well  as  his  larder,  was  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  June  he  opened  the  council  by  a 
speech,  which  was  interpreted  to  the  Indians  by  Red  Head, 
the  chief  sachem  of  the  Onondagas. '  In  this  address  the 
Indians  were  informed  of  the  arrival  of  General  Braddock, 
who  had  come  with  ^<  a  large  number  of  armed  men,  great 
guns,  and  other  implements  of  war,"  to  protect  those  Indians 
against  the  French,  who  remained  firm  in  their  attachment 
to  the  English.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  the  speaker 
also  took  occasion  to  inform  them  in  their  own  poetical  lan- 
guage, of  his  late  appointment  irom  General  Braddock. 
"  The  tree,"  said  he,  "  which  in  your  public  speeches  and 
private  applications  to  me,  you  have  so  often  and  so 
earnestly  desired  might  be  again  set  up,  is  now  raised  and 
fixed  in  the  earth  by  so  powerful  a  hand,  that  its  roots  will 
take  a  firm  and  deep  footing,  and  its  branches  be  a  comfort- 
able and  extensive  shade  for  you  and  all  your  allies  to  take 
shelter  under  it.    And  by  this  belt,  I  ii,ow  invite  you  and  all 

^BjUking  into  the  coTenant  ohain  the  Tiederigoenes,  Sohanadarigh- 
roenes  and  Delawares. 

'The  Indians  appear  in  extreme  good  bnmor,  and  mightily  pleased  at 
your  haying  solely  the  superintendeney  of  their  affsira.*'  Manoseript  let- 
ter: Colonel  Stoddard  to  QeneralJohnson,  Jane  18ih,  1756. 

*  Althongh  Johnson  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Indian  tongue,  and 
could  hare  spoken  to  them  directly  in  their  own  language,  yet  it  was  always 
considered  by  the  Indians  aa  etiquette  to  be  addressed  at  a  formal  conference 
through  a  third  person. — MamucripU  t/  Sir  William  Johntoiu 
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CHAP,  your  allies  to  come  and  sit  under  this  tree,  where  you  may 
N.^  freely  open  your  hearts  and  get  all  your  wounds  healed.  I 
1766.  do,  Brethren,  at  the  same  time,  remove  the  embers  whict 
remain  at  Albany,  and  rekindle  the  fire  of  council  andfriend- 
ship  at  this  place ;  and  this  fire  I  shall  make  of  such  wood 
as  will  give  the  clearest  light  and  greatest  warmth,  and  I 
hope  it  will  prove  comfortable  and  useful  to  all  such  as  will 
come  and  light  their  pipes  at  it,  and  dazzle  and  scorch  all 
those  who  are  ormily  be  enemies  to  it."  In  conclusion,  they 
were  informed  that  he  had  a  message  to*  give  them  from 
General  Braddock,  and  also  presents  which  the  king  had 
sent  them  by  that  warrior.  These  he  would  deliver  to  them 
in  a  day  or  two,  together  with  a  speech  of  his  own. 

On  the  twenty-third,  however,  the  Indians  having 
informed  Johnson  that  they  were  desirous  to  answer  his 
late  speech,  he  consented  to  put  off  the  delivery  of  the 
one  he  had  promised  for  that  day^  and  listen  to  theirs. 
Accordingly  Hendrik  rose,  and  addressing  his  brother 
warriors,  announced  that  in  accordance  with  their  ancient 
custom,  the  speaker  at  a  council  was  always  chosen  from 
either  the  Mohawks,  Onondagas,  or  Cayugas,  in  deference 
to  their  being  the  elder  brothers  of  the  Confederacy ;  and 
he  therefore  gave  them  notice  that  Brother  £agh8uaghtioni 
(Bed  Head)  would  be  the  speaker  on  this  occasion.^ 

The  answer  of  tliis  sachem  was,  in  its  principal  features, 
an  expression  of  satisfaction  for  the  restoration  of  Johnson. 
The  Six  If  ations,  he  said,  had  long  been  in  darkness,  and 
now  were  extremely  obliged  to  the  king  their  father,  for 
restoring  to  them  that  clear  and  comfortable  light  which 
in  old  times  cheered  their  forefathers,  by  appointing  him 
to  the  sole  management  of  their  affairs — ^who  had  always 
treated  them  Idndlj/  and  hmeailyy  and  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  their  own  flesh  and  blood.  As  to  the  fire  at 
Albany,  it  was  so  low  and  bad  that  they  could  not  even 

I  In  th«  priTatft  oonnoil  of  the  sAohemB  held  in  referenoe  to  the  reply  to 
be  giyen  to  Johnson's  speech,  Hendrik  hftd  been  nominated  m  their  speaker, 
but  he  declined  in  fibTor  of  Red  Head. 
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find  a  spark  with  which  to  light  a  pipe.    "  We  look  on  you,  chap. 
Brother,"  concluded  the  orator,  "  as  the  king,  our  fiither's  w^ 
representative.    We  are  under  your  direction  and  dispo-  ^^^^* 
sition,  and  the  fire  you  have  kindled  here,  as  well  as  that 
at  Onondaga,  we  will  cherish,  and  all  other  fires  we 
thus  kick  away,  as  unnatural  and  hateful  to  us."    Here, 
suiting  the  action  to  the  word.  Red  Head  gave  a  violent 
kick.    Then  presenting  to  General  Johnson  a  belt  of  wam- 
pum, he  bowed  three  times  very  low,  and  sat  down  amid 
an  universal  shout  of  approval. 

As  soon  as  the  Onondaga  orator  had  finished,  the  chief 
sachem  of  the  Oneidas  eame  forward,  and  presenting  a 
boy  to  Johnson  and  to  the  Indians,  announced  the  death 
of  one  of  their  sachems,  and  asked  permission  to  raise  up 
this  lad  in  his  place,  and  confer  on  him  the  name  of  the 
deceased.  The  general  thereupon,  taking  the  boy  from 
his  hand  as  a  token  that  he  was  pleased  with  the  selection, 
told  him  that  if  the  sachems  of  his  nation  would  introduce 
the  boy  on  the  morrow,  he  would  clothe  him  as  became  a 
chief.  The  Indians  were  then  thanked  for  the  cordial  man- 
ner in  which  they  had  responded  to  his  speech,  and  notified 
that  the  firing  of  two  cannon  would  be  the  signal  of  his 
being  prepared  to  answer  their  speech,  when  he  hoped 
that  all  of  them  *^  great  and  small,  would  be  in  attendance 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  say." 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  sachems  and  warriors  of  the 
nine  cantons  having  assembled,  Johnson  opened  his  speech 
by  pointing  impressively  to  four  large  volumes  of  Indian 
records  which  lay  on  a  table  before  him — "These  are," 
said  he,  "  the  records  of  the  many  solemn  treaties  which 
have  passed  between  your  foreftithers  and  your  brothers, 
the  English.  They  testify  that  upon  our  first  acquaintance 
we  shook  hands,  and  finding  we  should  be  useful  to  one 
another,  entered  into  a  covenant  of  brotherly  love  and 
mutual  fiiendship.  *  ♦  *  And  now  my  brethren,  I  ask 
you,  and  I  desire  evezy  man  present  to  put  his  hand  on  his 
heart  and  ask  himself  seriously  this  question ;  wJu^  have 
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CHAP,  beeriy  who  are  the  friends  and  brethren  of  the  Five  Confederate 
wv-^  Nations  and  their  allies  f  the  English  or  the  French  f  Does  it 
1765.  require  any  time  to  consider  ?  does  it  require  any  argument 
to  determine  ?  If  you  can  be  one  moment  in  doubt,  I  must 
tell  you,  you  will  not  act  like  the  children  of  those  brave 
and  honest  men,  whom  you  call  your  forefathers,  but  like 
Frenchmen  in  the  shape  of  the  Five  Nations.  Are  you 
indeed  our  Brethren?  Are  you  the  children  of  our 
ancient  friends  and  brothers  ?  Are  you  those  sachems  and 
warriors  of  the  Five  Confederate  Nations,  whom  the  great 
king  of  England,  the  best  and  most  upright  prince  in  the 
world,  loves  and  honors  as  his  wise,  his  warlike  and  dutiftil 
children?  *  *  *  Stand  by  your  Brethren  the  EngUsh-^on'% 
break  your  covenant  chain  with  them ;  let  not  the  French 
boastings  or  lies  deceive  you.  The  English  have  indeed 
been  long  asleep,  but  now  they  are  thoroughly  awake : 
they  are  slow  to  spill  blood,  but  when  they  begin,  they  are 
like  an  angry  wolf,  and  the  French  will  fly  before  them  like 
deer."* 

After  the  Indian  warriors  had  been  wrought  up  by 
these  stirring  appeals  to  the  highest  pitch  of  frenzy,  John- 
son informed  them  that  he  had  received  a  message  from 
the  Half  £ing,  stating  that  their  brethren  southward  had 
already  offered  their  services  to  General  Braddock.  This 
being  the  case,  continued  he,  will  you  allow  your  southern 
brethren  to  outstrip  you  in  zeal  and  bravery?  No,  rather 
set  them  an  example.  If  you  desire  to  treat  me  as  a 
brother,  go  with  me.  "  My  wai^kettle  is  on  the  fire,  my 
canoe  is  ready  to  put  in  the  water,  my  gun  is  loaded,  my 
sword  by  my  side,  and  my  axe  is  sharpened.    By  this  large 

^In  the  first  rough  manusoript  draught  of  this  speech,  in  Johnson's  own 
hand- writing,  now  before  me,  the  reading  is  **anffrp  bear,"  instead  of 
«  angry  wolf  "  as  it  is  written  in  the  speech  published  inthe  iV.  T.  Col.  Doe. 
The  expression  in  the  text,  however,  is  the  most  forcible.  The  wolf  fre- 
quently preys  on  the  deer ;  the  bear,  rarelj,  if  eyer — the  food  of  the  bear, 
especially  in  the  northern  wilderness  of  New  York,  being  chiefly  berries 
and  young  twigs.  Johnson  probably  altered  the  first  expresaioit  in  the 
last  draught. 
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belt,  therefore," — ^at  tiie  eame  time  handmg  the  Sachem  chat. 
Abraham  a  war*belt — '^  I  call  on  you  to  raise  up  like  hon-  w^l^ 
est  and  brave  men,  and  join  your  brethren  and  me  against  ^^^ 
our  common  eneiny,  and  by  it,  I  confirm  the  assurances  I 
have  given  you." 

The  following  day,  the  speech  of  Gaieral  Braddock  was 
delivered  to  the  Indians  by  Johnson.  TlTe  latter  threw 
into  its  deliveiy  all  the  fire  and  energy  of  which  he  was 
master,  and  at  its  conclusion  flung  down,  in  the  general's 
name,  the  war-belt  It  was  immediately  picked  up  by  an 
Oneida  sachem,  and,  at  the  same  time,  Arent  Stevens,  the 
interpreter,  began  the  w^r  dance,  in  the  chorus  of  which 
he  was  joined  by  alt  the  sachems  present  A  large  tub 
of  punch  was  thereupon  brought  forward  fbr  the  Indians  to 
drink  the  king's  health,  and  the  council  broke  up  for  the 
day.* 

The  result  of  this  council  was  flattering.  Although  of 
late,  the  activity  of  the  French  had  won  over  several  chief 
warriors  of  the  upper  castles,  among  whom  was  Bed  Head^ 
yet  their  minds  were  so  mollified  hy  the  exertions  of  John* 
son,  that  he  was  able  to  write  to  the  lords  of  trade  shortly 
after,  "that  there  were  very  few  amongst  the  whole  Con- 
federacy,  who,  in  the  present  disputes  between  the  tVench 
and  our  crown,  do  not  sincerely  wish  us  success,  and  are 
disposed  to  assist  our  arms.'" 

As  soon  as  the  plans  of  the  four  campaigns  had  been 
definitely  arranged  at  Alexandria,  Shirley  hastened  to 
Boston  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his  copcnmand ; 
to  expedite  the  departqre  of  the  provincials  who  were  to 
join  General  Johnson's  oommand;  and  to  urge  forward  the 
troops  destined  for  Kova  Scotia,  He  was  detained,  how- 
■■      i  I  I -j>..  ..  jj.     ■         '  '  .     ,   .  I 

i^The  efforts  of  Johnson  with  the  Indians  upon  this  occasion  were  not 
confined  merely  to  his  public  interriews.  He  labored  incessantly  wfth  them 
in  prirate ;  and  finally  prevailtd  upon  the  Six  Natiens  to  sand  a  message 
to  those  of  the  OnoKdiKM  who  had  settled  at  La  Preseutationt  and  also  to 
the  Caughnawagaa,  i^ipng  them  to  remain  at  least  neutral  in  the  comiiig 
struggle.-^.  F.  Col.  J)oc.,  tL 
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c^p.  ever,  a  few  days  in  New  York,  while  engaged  in  removing 
w^  some  objectionfl  which  De  Lancey  had  raised  to  the  form 
1766.  0f  Johnson's  oommission ;  and  also  in  Connecticat,  where 
he  tarried  to  hnriy  forward  the  provincial  troops  from  that 
province.  Having  at  length  arrived  in  Boston,  he  worked 
with  so  much  diligence  that  the  troops  for  Nova  Scotia, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Winslow,  were  soon  on 
their  way;  and  having  seen  them  fairly  started,  he  re- 
turned to  New  Yoik,  and  sailed  for  Albany  on  the  fourth 
of  July, — ^his  own  regiment  having  preceded  him  by  a  few 
days.^ 

Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancey  likewise  hastened  from 
Alexandria  to  New  York,  and  having  convened  his  legis- 
lature, informed  it  la  a  short  message,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  April,  that  General  Braddock  had  given  his  assent  to 
Governor  Shirley's  plan,  and  urged  it  to  act  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  joint  committee.  The  assembly,  now  thoroughly 
aroused,  entered  with  alacrity  into  the  proposed  expedition. 
Bills  were  immediately  passed  for  levying  and  supplying 
eight  hundred  men  to  act  under  General  Johnson  in  erect- 
ing forts  near  Crown  Point,  and  for  impressing  ship  car- 
penters and  laborers  to  construct  boats  and  other  articles 
that  might  be  necessary  for  the  expedition. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  in  another  message,  the  assem- 
bly were  informed  that  Connecticut  had  consented  to  fur- 
nish three  of  the  eight  companies  at  the  expense  of  New 
York,  and  that  a  loan  of  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  to 
equip  the  entire  eight  companies  had  been  requested  of 
Governor  Dinwiddie.  Li  case,  however,  the  executive 
should  be  disappointed  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity, 
it  was  suggested  that  provision  should  be  made  for  supply- 
ing the  deficiency.  Inasmuch,  also,  as  it  had  been  agreed 
at  Alexandria  that  presents  should  be  given  to  the  Lidians, 
it  was  thought  that  money  should  be  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  and  likewise  for  the  expenses  of  Major  General 
Johnson,  suitable  to  his  rank.    The  assembly  responding 
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promptly  to  these  snggeslioiiSy  agreed  to  give  fifty  pounds  gh4» 
as  their  share  toward  the  pay  of  the  workmen  employed  v.^ 
in  erecting  forts ;  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  Indian  ^^^' 
presents ;  and  fifty  pounds  to  Major  General  Johnson 
for  his  table — at  the  same  time  granting  m  much  to  the 
colonel  of  their  own  regiment.^ 

IVhile  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  assembly  of  New 
York  were  thus  actively  engaged  in  preparing  to  meet 
their  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  coming  hostilities^  tha 
expedition  under  Oolonel  Winslow,  for  the  captui^ 
of  the  two  French  forts  in  Acadia^  had  already  saUed. 
At  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Fundy  the  New  England  troops 
were  joined  by  Colcmel  Monckton  with  three  hundred 
regulars,  and  a  small  train  of  artillery,  and  the  forces 
now  increased  to  about  eighteen  hundred  men,  appeared 
on  the  second  of  June,  before  Beausejour.  De  Verger, 
the  officer  in  command  of  that  fort^  although  having  a 
ptentiful  supply  of  ammunition  and  artillery,  yet,  with  a 
strange  lack  of  energy,  took  no  pains  to  prevent  t^e 
English  fix>m  disembarking*  A  day  was  spent  by  the  pro* 
vincial  troops  in  repose,  and  upon  the  fourth  of  June^ 
they  invested  the  fort  No  sally  or  even  a  reBpeotable 
defense  was  attempted,  and  upon  the  twelfth  the  garrison, 
**  weakened  by  fear,  discord  and  confusion,"  surrendered.^ 
The  garrison,  by  the  terms  of  the  surrender,  were  to  depart 
forthwith  for  Louisburg ;  and  three  hundred  of  the  Aca- 
dians  who  were  found  aiding  in  the  defense  of  the  fort, 
were  pardoned,  it  appearing  that  they  had  been  forced 
into  the  service  much  against  their  will.  The  fort  was 
garrisoned  with  English  soldiers,  and  its  name  changed  to 
Cumberland  in  honor  of  the  warlike  brother  of  George 
Second. 

Beausejour  having  been  reduced,  the  provincials  next 
directed  their  efibrts  against  the  small  palisaded  fort  on  the 

I  Joarnal  of  the  Msembly.    Smith. 
^BanoTdft. 
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<^^*  Gadpei^eau,  garrisoned  by  only  twenty  men,  and  forced  its 
v.^-^  sarrender  on  the  same  terms.  At  the  same  time  Captain 
^^^-  Bow  was  dispatched  with  four  vessels,  to  attack  the  French 
fort  on  the  rirer  St.  John.  Before  he  arrived,  however, 
the  Frenoh  taking  alann^  burned  the  fort  and  the  sur^^ 
rounding  dwellings  and  fled,  leaving  a  barren  victoiy  to 
the  conquerors.* 

Had  the  British  and  the  New  En^and  commandeiB  stop- 
ped at  this  point,  the  conquest  thus  achieved  would  have  pre- 
sented an  unsullied  record.  But  not  content  with  a  suc« 
cess  which  left  them  in  safe  and  in  undisputed  possession 
of  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia,  they  next  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  dislodgement  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acadia* 

The  Aoadians  were  a  simple,  harmless,  and  pious  peo- 
ple, leading  a  pastoral  life  among  their  flocks  and  herds ; 
and  tilling  the  soil,  which,  for  more  than  a  century  and  a 
hsa}^  had  descended  from  fether  to  aon.  Their  morals 
were  pure,  their  temper  cheerful,  and  their  religion  sin- 
cere. The  pariah  priest  was  the  sole  stfbiter  of  their 
J  disputes,  and  beyond  him  there  was  no  appeaL  Happy  in 
the  consciousness  of  harboring  no  ill-wiU  towards  their 
fellow  men,  they  lived  contentedly  in  their  littie cottages; 
and  while  the  husbands  and  brothers  went  forth  with  the 
early  mom  to  the  severer  labors  of  tbe  field,  the  wives  and 
sisters  nimbly  plied  the  shuttie,  or  trained  the  woodbine 
and  the  honey-suckle  over  the  dool%  of  their  peacefiil 
homes.    Their  haziness  was  soon  to  be  rudely  shattered. 

The  fertile  fields  and  rich  meadows  of  the  Acadians, 
brought  into  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  by  their  own 
industry,  had  long  been  eoveted  for  the  crown  by  the 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  regarding  this  as  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  for  securing  their  possession,  he  lost  no 
time  in  thus  representing  it  to  the  ministry.*  His  repre- 
sentations were  but  too  successful,  and  under  the  flimsy 
pretext,  that  to  allow  so  large  a  body  of  French  to  reside 

^  Bancroft. 

'Lieatenant  Oorernor  Lawrenoo  to  the  lords  of  trade,  Aug.  1. 1754. 
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in  Aoadia,  would  render  insecnre  the  possession  of  Nova  cwap, 
Scotia^  it  was  determined  to  send  adrift  the  entire  colony,  w^l/ 
Accordingly  a  proclamation  was  issued  commanding  the  i^^^- 
males  of  all  ages  to  assemble  at  their  several  villages  on 
the  £fth  of  September.  Utterly  unsuspicious,  in  the  sim- 
plicily  of  their  hearts,  of  any  hostile  intent,  four  hundred 
and  eighteen  xmarmed  men  assembled  at  Grand  Pr^,  one 
of  the  places  designated.  As  soon  as  they  had  been  like 
a  flock  of  sheep  huddled  together  in  the  church,  the  doors 
were  closed  and  secured,  and  it  was  told  them  by  Colonel 
Winslow,  that  all  llieir  lands,  houses  and  live  stock  were 
confiscated  to  the  crown,  and  that  they  were  to  be  removed 
immediately  firom  the  province.  They  were,  however, 
^*  through  the  goodness  of  his  majesty,'' — ^to  be  permitted 
to  take  with  them  their  money  and  as  much  of  their 
household  goods  aa  would  not  encumber  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were  to  saiL 

It  was  asad  day,  when  for  the  last  time  the  Acadians 
looked  upon  their  homes  which  for  so  long  had  contained 
all  Hiat  life  holds  dear.  As  the  ^nbarkation  was  in  pro- 
gress, the  men,  as  they  marohed  to  the  boats,  were  greeted 
with  the  blessingB  of  the  women  and  children,  who 
kneeling,  joined  with  them  in  'Spraying,  and  singing 
hymns."  Although  Colonel  "Winslow  was  a  humane  man, 
and  exereised  as  much  kindness  as  was  consistent  with 
his  orders,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  New  England 
troops,  actuated  by  that  same  intolerance  which  caused 
their  ancestors  to  bum  outthe  tongues  of  Quakers,  enter- 
ed into  this  horrid  work  with  alaciily.  As  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  transports  to  carry  them  all  at  one 
time,  the  women  and  children  were  left  behind  until  they 
could  be  taken  off  in  other  vessels.  ^<  The  embarkation 
of  the  inhabitants  goes  on  but  slowly,"  wrote  the  brutal 
Monckton ;  "  the  most  part  of  the  wives  of  the  men  we 
have  prisoners  aro  gone  off  with  their  children,  in  hopes  I 
would  not  send  off  their  husbands  without  them."  They 
were  indeed  bitterly  deceived;  and  as  the  last  anchor  was 
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CHAP,  weighed,  and  the  white  sails,  filling  with  the  breeze^  bore 
wv-1/  their  loved  ones  from  the  sight  of  those  that  were  left 
1766.  behind,  one  universal  wail  of  anguish  rose  up  to  heaven. 
Cruel  was  the  fate  of  these  unfortunates.    Full  seven 
thousand  of  them  were  distributed  throughout  the  colo- 
nies.   Some  were  sent  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and 
others  to  New  England,  where  scomii^  to  receive  assist* 
ance  firom  those  who  had  so  cruelly  wronged  them,  they 
died  in  obscurity   and  indigence.^     For   many  months 
afterward  the  provincial  newspapers  contained  advertise- 
ments of  husbands    seeking  their  wives,  lovers    their 
betrothed,  and  brothers  their  sisters*    A  few,  after  weary 
months  of  wandering,  found  again  their  lost  ones ;  but  the 
majority  never  again  beheld  the  faces  of  those  whom  they 
loved. 

Thus  was  consummated  a  deed,  the  most  needless,  wanton 
and  fiendish,  that  it  has  ever  been  the  lot  of  an  historian  to 
record, — a  deed  which  has  left  upon  the  reign  of  George 
Second,  and  upon  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  this 
expedition,  a  stain  so  dark  and  damning,  a«  needed  not 
the  pen  of  one  of  our  most  loved  poets,  to  render  its 
memory  lasting,  so  long  as  the  sanctity  of  the  fii^mily  tie 
shall  remain  in  the  hearts  of  men,* 

General  Braddock  had  intended  to  have  advanced  against 
Fort  Duquesne  in  the  early  part  of  spring.  Difilculties. 
however,  in  procuring  a  suitable  number  of  wag<ms  and  a 
proper  supply  of  provisions,  retarded  his  movements  so 
greatly,  that  he  was  not  ready  to  start  until  June.  On  the 
tenth  of  that  month,  with  Washington  as  one  of  his  aids, 
he  left  Wills  creek  at  the  head  of  twenty-two  hundred  men. 
The  roughness  of  the  roads  and  the  Impossibilily  of  hasten- 
ing forward  the  wagonB,*-*loaded  not  only  with  the  neces- 

1  Grahame. 

'English  writers  hare  Indeed  attempted  to  justify  this  cruelty  on  the 
ground  of  <<  military  neoessity;"  but  the  duty,  vhich  each  one  seems  to 
consider  himself  under  to  explain  it  away  by  elaborate  reasoning,  is  only  a 
confession  of  the  utter  needlessness  and  inhumanity  of  the  act. 
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flaiy  supplies,  but  with  mnch  unnecessary  baggage,  which  c«ap. 
the  regular  officers  would  not  consent  to  leave  behind, — s-^ 
rendered  the  progress  of  the  troops  slow  and  tiresome.  ^ '^^• 
Under  these  circumstances,  Braddock,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Washington,  pushed  ahead  with  twelve  hundred  picked 
men  lightly  equipped,  while  Colonel  Dunbar,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  and  the  heavy  artillery,  followed 
in  slow  marches.     M  length  upon  the  eighth  of  July,  the 
fork  of  theMonongahela  and  Toughiogheny  was  reached. 

The  next  day's  sun  was  just  appearing  above  the  eastern 
hills,  when  the  army,  having  forded  the  Monongahela, 
pursued  their  journey  along  the  southern  bank  of  that 
river.  Their  polished  helmets  and  rich  trappings,  glittering 
in  the  dewy  foliage  like  so  many  diamonds,  were  in  keeping 
with  the  cheerftilness  visible  upon  each  countenance,  while 
a  fresh  breeze,  which  had  just  sprung  up  infused  new  life 
into  the  jaded  steeds,  who  champed  their  bits,  and  seemed 
scarcely  less  impatient  to  hasten  forward  liian  their  riders. 
At  noon  the  river  was  again  forded,  and  the  troops  were 
upon  a  level  plain  which,  extending  for  half  a  mile,  termi* 
nated  in  a  gradual  rise  of  ground  to  the  hills  beyond.  The 
road  from  the  fording  place  to  Fort  Duquesne,  was  across 
this  plain  and  up  this  ascent. 

"By  the  order  of  march,  a  body  of  three  hundred  men, 
under  Colonel  Gage,  made  the  advance  party,  which  was 
immediately  followed  by  another  of  two  hundred.  Next 
came  the  general  with  tiie  columns  of  artillery,  the  main 
body  of  the  army  and  the  baggage.  At  one  o'clock  the 
whole  had  crossed  the  river,  and  almost  at  this  moment  a 
sharp  firing  was  heard  upon  the  advanced  parties,  who 
were  now  ascending  the  hill,  and  had  proceeded  about  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  termination  of  the  plain.  A  heavy 
discharge  of  musketiy  was  poured  in  upon  their  front, 
which  was  the  first  intelligence  they  had  of  the  proximity 
of  an  enemy,  and  this  was  suddenly  followed  by  another 
on  their  right  flank.  They  were  filled  with  the  greatest 
consternation,  as  no  enemy  was  in  sight,  and  the  firing 
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CHAP.  Beemed  to  proceed  from  an  invisible  foe.  They  fired  in 
wy^  their  turn,  however,  but  quite  at  random  and  obvionsly 
1766.  without  eflfeet 

^'  The  general  hastened  forward  to  the  relief  of  the 
advanced  parties ;  but,  before  he  eould  reach  the  spot 
which  they  occupied,  they  gave  way  and  fell  back  upon 
the  artilleiy  and  the  other  columns  of  the  army,  causing 
extreme  confiision,  and  striking  the  whole  mass  with  such 
a  panic,  that  no  order  could  afterwards  be  restored*  The 
general  and  the  officers  behaved  with  the  utmost  coun^e, 
and  used  evejy  effort  to  rally  the  men,  and  bring  them  to 
order,  but  all  in  vain.  In  this  state  they  continued  nearly 
three  hours,  huddling  together  in  confused  bodies,  firing 
irregularly,  shooting  down  their  own  ofi&cers  and  men, 
and  doing  no  particular  harm  to  the  enemy.  The  Virginia 
provincials  were  the  only  troops  who  seemed  to  retain  their 
senses,  and  they  behaved  with  a  bravery  and  a  resolution 
worthy  of  a  better  fate.  They  adopted  the  Indian  mode, 
and  fought  each  man  for  himself  behind  a  tree.  This  was 
prohibited  by  the  general,  who  endeavored  to  form  his 
men  into  platoons  and  columns,  as  if  they  had  been 
manceuvring  on  the  plains  of  Flanders.  Meantime  the 
French  and  Indians,  concealed  in  the  ravines  and  behind 
trees,  kept  up  a  deadly  and  unceasing  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry, singling  out  their  objects^  taking  deliberate  aim,  and 
producing  a  carnage  ahnost  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
modem  warfare.  More  than  half  of  the  whole  army  which 
had  crossed  the  river  in  so  proud  an  array  only  three  hours 
before,  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  general  himself 
received  a  mortal  wound,  and  many  of  his  best  officers  fell 
by  his  side."  * 

Upon  the  fall  of  General  Braddock,  Colonel  Washington 
assumed  the  command,  and  having  succeeded  in  rallying 
the  troops,  fell  back  with  them  in  tolerable  ord^  upon 
Gist's  settlement,  where  Colonel  Dunbar  was  encamped. 
Here  a  panic  again  seized  the  troo])s,  and  hastily  burning 

1  Washington's  journal,  ii,  469. 
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their  fitores  ftnd  destroying  their  artillery,  they  retreated  ctolp. 
in  tiiie  wildest  confttsion  to  Will's  creek,  which  a  second  ^^1^ 
time  received  an  army  broken  and  routed  by  the  French.  ^^^ 
The  English  left  on  the  field  dead  seven  hundred  and  four- 
teen privates,  while,  with  the  exception  of  Washington, 
not  an  officer  escaped  unhurt    The  French  remained  in 
possession  of  the  field,  and  vastquantitiesof  ammimition, 
together  with  six  brass  field  pieces,  four  howitz-carriages, 
and  eleven  small  grenade  mortars.  ^    Their  loss  in  killed 
was  only  three  officers  and  thirty  men^ 

Thus  terminated  this  expedition,  from  which  so  much 
had  been  expected,  and  upon  the  result  of  which  the  eyes 
of  both  continents  had  been  turned  in  anxious  solicitude. 
It  was  an  expedition  moreover  lost  throi^h  sheer  folly. 
Daring  the  march,  Washington  had  repeatedly  urged  his 
commander  to  accept  of  a  body  of  Indians  under  the  Half 
King,  who,  at  the  solioitation  of  Johnson,  had  offered 
themselves  to  serve  as  scouts,'  but  Biaddock,  who,  though 
a  brave  man,  was  imperious  and  self^-willed,  at  first  refused ; 
and  though  he  finally  accepted  tb^m,  yet  they  were  treated 
with  such  neglect,  Hiat  they  left  in  disgust  Had  Wash* 
ington's  advice  been  followed,  so  &r  even  as  to  have  sent 
in  advance  of  the  main  body  half  a  dojsen  Indians,  the 
calamitjr  would  not  have  occurred. 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  the  oolonistB  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  and  Virginia  had  the  effects  of  the  rout  ended  here. 
Sut  the  French,  when  they  unexpectedly  saw  that  this 
defeat  wa«  followed  by  the  retreat  of  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  found  themselves  at  liber^  to  resume  the  offensive. 
The  prestige  of  British  troops  among  the  Indians  was 
gone,  and  taking  advanta^  of  this,  the  French  prevailed 
on  several  of  the  Indian  nations  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  English—^  result  which  was  accomplished  the 
mote  readily  from  the  "feet  that  the  Indians  still  considered 

1  An  ftocouni  cif  the  battle  of  tlie  Monon^^eU. — ParU  Doc,  x,  SOS. 
*  ManuBoripi  letter :  Johnson  to  Qeneral  Croghan,  April  28d,  1756. 
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CHAP,  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  sale  of  their  lands  by  the  Six 
w^w  Nations  two  years  before  at  Albany.  Although  a  part  of 
1766.  the  Shawnees  were  always  perfidious  and  had  declared  for 
the  French  in  the  previous  war,  yet  the  majority  of  that 
nation,  together  with  the  Delawares,  had  always  been 
depended  on  by  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  to  pre- 
serve the  western  tribes  in  its  interest,  or  at  least  to  prevail 
on  them  to  remain  neutral.  Now,  however,  those  two 
nations,  having  declared  war  against  the  English  with 
great  solemnity,  took  up  the  hatchet  with  alacrity,  and  fell 
with  great  fury  upon  the  settlements,  carrying  on  a  most 
sanguinary  and  cruel  war,  and  burning  and  laying  waste 
all  before  them  from  beyond  the  Apalachian  hills  in  Vir- 
ginia to  the  river  Delaware.^  From  the  jGact  that  the 
Indian  towns  were  scattered  along  both  banks  of  the  Ohio 
and  Delaware,  and  on  both  branches  of  the  Susquehanna, 
the  Indians  were  capable  of  doing  much  mischief;  and 
the  terror  of  the  inhabitants  became  so  great,  that  it  was 
feared,  that  following  the  Blue  Sidge  in  their  desolating 
course,  they  would  fall  upon  the  provinces  of  New  Jersey 
and  New  York* 

The  Susquehanna  and  the  Catawba  tribes  remained  faith- 
ful. Rumors,  however,  becoming  prevalent  that  the 
French  were  tampering  witli  the  Southern  Indians,  and  a 
message  being  received  to  that  effect  from  the  chief  warrior 
of  the  Cherokees,  Q-ovemor  Glen  held  a  council  among 
the  hills  of  western  Carolina,  with  five  hundred  warriors 
of  that  nation,  with  whom  he  renewed  the  covenant  chain, 
and  obtained  from  them  a  grant;  of  lands,  and  also  per- 
mission to  erect  a  fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah  river. ' 

An  evil  star  hung  over  the  expedition  against  Niagara 
from  its  very  inception.    It  was  to  have  started  early  in 

-  ■■  '  '  - ■"  •     •  •     -' — — ■     ■   ■'■■      T ■  ■ 

1  ManuBcript  letter :  GoTemor  Morris  of  PennsylTanift  to  QoTemor  Shir- 
ley, 8d  December,  1755. 
* ManuBoript  letter:  GoTemor  MorrU  to  GoTernor  Shirley. 
>  Fort  Prince  George. 
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the  spring,  but  the  troops,  who  were  to  take  part  in  it,  otap. 
composed  of  Shirley's,  Pepperell's  and  Colonel  Schuyler's  w^ 
regiments,  did  not  arrive  in  Albany  till  early  in  July.    Just  ^^^' 
as  Shirley  and  Pepperell,  with    their  regiments,   were 
embarking  at  Schenectady  for  Oswego*-^Colonel  Schuyler's 
regiment  having  preceded  them  by  a  few  days-*-the  news^ 
of  Braddock's  defeat  reached  Albany.    The  effect  of  this 
intelligence  was  disastrous  in  the  extreme.    Such  was  the 
terror  excited  by  it,  that  many  of  the  troops  deserted,  and 
so  great  a  number  of  the  bateau  men  went  home,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  necessary  stores  had  to  be  left  behind, 
while  over  the  spirits  of  all  was  cast  a  deep  gloom.     This 
caused  more  delay,  and  it  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of 
July  that  General  Shirley  was  fisurly  on  the  way  to  Oswego, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  twenty-first  of  August. 

At  the  council  held  at  Alexandria  in  the  spring,  it  had 
been  determined  that  Oswego  should  be  reinforced,  and 
that  vessels  should  also  be  built  to  intercept  more  readily 
the  bateaux  of  the  French.  Accordingly,  upon  the  seventh 
of  June,  three  hundred  and  twenty  ship  carpenters  arrived 
at  that  post;  and  at  the  same  time  Captain  Bradstreet 
marched  thither  with  two  companies  to  reinforce  the  garri- 
son. Meanwhile  the  carpenters  worked  so  expeditiously, 
that  when  General  Shirley  arrived,  he  found  several  good 
vessels  already  built  and  ready  for  the  transportation  of 
his  troops  to  Niagara.  More  boats,  however,  had  to  be 
built,  and  weeks  passed  before  a  sufiicient  number  for 
transporting  six  hundred  men — ^all  that  Shirley  proposed 
to  take  wifli  him— could  be  completed.  Scarcely  were 
they  finished,  when  a  storm  set  in  so  severe  as  to  render  it 
unsafe  for  the  troops  to  venture  on  the  lake  in  open  boats. 
The  storm  abated  upon  the  twenty-sixth  of  September,  but 
hardly  had  the  orders  been  given  for  their  embarkation, 
when  a  succession  of  head  winds  and  tempests  arose,  which 
continued  for  thirteen  days.  Sickness  now  prevailed ;  the 
Indians  dreading  a  voyage  on  the  water,  deserted;  and 
the  season  was  fistr  advanced.    Under  these  circupistancei^ 
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cm^.  a  council  of  war  was  hrid,  at  which  it  was  the  opiiiion  of 
V..V-'  aU,  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  defer  the  expedition 
1766.  Qjj^j  another  year.  Aoo(»^in^j  on  the  twenty-fourth  oi 
October,  Qeneral  Shirley,  leaving  Colonel  Merc^  in  com* 
mandof  a  garrison  of  sev^i  hundred  men,  with  instmctiona 
to  erect  two  new  forts  for  the  farther  security  of  the  place, 
returned  to  Albany  with  the  residue  of  his  army. 

Two  of  the  expeditions  so  confidently  planned  at  Alexan* 
diia,  had  thus  signally  £Edled.  The  hopes  of  all  the 
colonists  were  now  centered,  in  fearful  suq^nse,  upon  the 
result  of  the  expedition  under  M^jor  General  Johnson. 
Crown  Point  had  been  strongly  reinfoKced*  Die^au,  with 
the  flower  of  the  Fvendi  army,  was  watehing  with  fii^ 
eye  kis  movem^its.    Should  Johnaon  fidi  all  hope  is  lc«t 
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By  the  end  of  June,  all  the  forces  destined  for  the  crap. 
reduction  of  Crown  Point  had  assembled  at  Albany*  They  w^— ' 
were  composed  chielOy  of  provincial  militia  firom  the  colo- 1766. 
nies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  Ifew  York  had 
contributed  one  re^ment  to  the  ezpeditiony  and  Kew 
Hampshire  had  raised  for  the  same  object,  five  hundred 
sturdy  mountaineers,  and  had  placed  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Joshua  Blanchard.^  The  latter  was  first 
sent  by  Governor  Wentworth  to  the  Connecticut  river  to 
erect  a  fort  at  Cohoes,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  on 
his  route  to  Crown  Point  While  on  the  way,  however, 
advices  being  received  fipom  Governor  Shirley,  urging  him 
to  hasten  to  Albany,  he  marched  forthwith  for  that  city, 
where  he  arrived  with  his  men,  after  a  tiresome  march 
through  the  woods  by  way  of  Number  Four,  in  time  to 
join  the  rest  of  the  troops*  * 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  General  Lyman  was  sent 
forward  with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  to  erect  a  fort 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  at  the  great  carrying- 
place  between  that  river  and  Lake  George,  and  which  after- 
ward received  from  General  Johnson  the  name  of  Fort 
Edward.'  It  was  the  intention  of  Johnson  to  have  gone 
on  at  the  same  time,  and  he  would  have  done  so,  had  he 
not  been  detained  by  the  leaky  condition  of  the  bateaux, 
and  also  by  dif&culties  which  arose  at  this  time  between 
himself  and  Governor  Shirley,    The  author  of  A  Letter 

1  Jobn  Stttk,  the  hero  of  Bennington,  was,  at  this  time,  one  of  filanohard's 
lieutenants. 
<Mttna8cri|»ilftit«:  ^ventor  Wontwortliio  Johnson.    S«t  •lao,  B«lhAAi». 
>The  fort  was  first  named  Fort  Lyman  after  the  buUder. 
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OHAP.  io  a  NobUman  has  seen  fit  to  misrepresent  so  greatly  the 
w^w  origin  of  this  difficulty,  and  the  conduct  of  General  John- 
1^^^-  son  in  this  affair,  that  it  is  hut  just  that  the  reader  should 
have  the  benefit  of  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the 
general  upon  this  subject  to  the  board  of  trade.  The  letter 
is  written  from  the  camp  at  Lake  George  shortly  after  his 
arrival: 

"  Governor  Shirley,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Albany,  on 
his  way  to  Oswego,  grew  dissatisfied  with  my  proceedings, 
and  employed  one  Lydius,  of  that  place — ^a  man  whom  he 
knew,  and  I  told  him  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  me, 
and  the  very  man  whom  the  Indians  had  in  their  public 
meetings  so  warmly  complained  of,  to  oppose  my  interest 
and  management  with  them.  Under  this  man  several  others 
were  employed.  These  persons  went  to  the  Lidian  castles, 
and  by  bribes,  keeging  them  constantly  feasting  and  drunk ; 
calumniating  my  character ;  depreciating  my  commission, 
authority  and  management ;  in  short,  by  the  most  licen- 
tious and  abandoned  proceedings,  raised  such  a  confusion 
amongst  the  Indians,  particularly  the  two  Mohawk  castles, 
that  their  sachems  were  under  the  utmost  consternation*; 
sent  deputies  down  to  me  to  know  what  was  the  occasion 
of  all  these  surprising  proceedings ;  that  I  had  told  them 
I  was  appointed  sole  superintendent  of  their  affairs,  which 
had  given  an  universal  satisfaction  through  all  their  nations, 
but  that  now  every  fellow  pretended  to  be  vested  with 
commissions  and  authority.  I  sent  several  messages  and 
the  interpreters  up  to  quiet  their  minds,  for  my  military 
department  would  not  suffer  me  to  leave  Albany,  as  I  was 
about  marching  with  the  troops  under  my  command,  or  I 
would  have  gone  up  and  should  have  soon  arrested  all 
these  violent  measures. 

4:  ♦  4<  *  *  * 

"  I  shall  only  say,  in  general,  that  a  complication  of  more 
scurrilous  falsehoods;  more  base  and  insolent  bdiavior; 
more  base  and  destructive  measures  to  overset  that  plan  of 
general  harmony,  which  I  had  with  infinite  pains,  and  at 
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a  great  expense  to  the  public,  so  lately  established,  could  c^ap. 
not  have  taken  place,  than  did  in  the  conduct  of  these  wv-^ 
agents  of  Governor  Shirley.    I  spoke  of  it  to  Governor  ^ '^• 
Shirley;  I  wrote  to  him  of  it,  but  without  success.    They 
pleaded  his  authority  for  all  they  did^  and  said  they  had 
his  commission  ;  and  I  can't  but  presume  that  it  must  have 
been  done  with  his  knowledge  and  consent,  in  which  I  am 
confirmed  in  his  letter  to  me.  *  *  ♦ 

"  The  reasons,  or  the  pretended  reasons  which  Governor 
Shirley  gives  for  opposing  my  Indian  management  and 
employing  these  persons  is,  that  I  would  notget  him  some 
Indians  to  escort  him  from  Schenectady  to  Oswego.  I 
had  indeed  mentioned  it  to  some  of  the  sachems,  who  told 
me  that  as  his  way  to  Oswego  lay  through  their  several 
countries, — and  Oswego  itself  is  in  the  Senecaa  country — 
thiey  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  occasion  for  their 
escorting  him,  and  that  when  he  came  to  Oswego  there 
was  no  fear  but  that  many  of  the  Six  Nations  would, 
according' to  my  desire,  meet  him  there  and  assist  him. 
Kumbers  of  the  troops  had  gone  up  without  any  molesta* 
Hon ;  not  the  least  interruption  had  been  given  to  anyone, 
the  traders  to  Oswego  daily  going  and  returning  with  single 
bateaux.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Indian  affairs  well 
know  that  it  would  have  been  the  worst  of  policy  for  the 
French  at  thattime  to  violate  the  tranquillity  of  the  country 
of  the  Six  Nations.  It  is  true,  some  small  parties  of  enemy 
Indians  had  been  discovered  between  Schenectady  and  my 
house,  but  they  are  looked  upon  as  a  set  of  freebooters, 
and  Governor  Shirley's  body  guard  would  have  been  a  full 
security  to  him  against  any  such.  Even  his  premier 
Lydius,  when  I  talked  to  him  on  this  head,  told  me  he^ou; 
no  want  of  Indums  to  escort  Jdniy  and  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  dissuade  him  from  it. 

**  It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  trouble  your  lordships  with 
these  matters,  but  as  I  have  been  honored  with  a  station  of 
great  importance,  and  entrusted  with  money  belonging 
to  the  crown,  it  behooves  m^  on  my  account,  not  to  be 
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cm^.  wholly  Bilent ;  and  I  have  said  as  litde  as  I  possibly  could 
wvw  to  give  your  lordships  some  idea  of  affairs^  for  which  I 
1756.  apprehend  myself  accountable  to  your  board. 

'^  Governor  Shirley's  conduct  not  only  shook  the  system 
of  Indian  afSedrs^  and  gave  me  fresh  anxieties  and  perplex- 
ities, but  occasioned  considerable  and  additional  expenses, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  saved ;  the  profuse  ofiSars 
which  his  agents  made  to  the  Indians  in  order  to  debauch 
them  from  joining  me,  though  it  did  not  succeed  with  but 
a  very  few,  y^t  gave  to  all  such  self-importance,  that  when 
I  urged  to  any  of  them  who  made  demands  upon  me,  the 
unreasonableness  of  them,  they  reproached  me  that  they 
had  refused  Governor  Bhirley 's  great  offers,  from  whom  they 
would  have  had  anything  they  wanted.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances and  the  account  coming  out  at  that  time  of 
our  unhappy  defeat  on  the  Ohio,  I  was  forced  to  make 
compliance,  which  otherwise  they  would  not  have  expected 
nor  I  submitted  to.'' 

The  truth  is  that  Governor  Shirley,  who  was  an  exceed- 
ingly consequential  man,  was  piqued  at  the  seeming  neglect 
shown  to  his  position.  He  had  expected  to  find  Johnsoo, 
like  Lydius,  a. ready  tool  in  his  hands,  and  to  be  escorted 
through  the  Indian  country,  with  all  the  ceremony  of  an 
Eastern  prince.  In  this,  Johnson,  who  had  no  time  to 
give  to  anything  that  was  not  absolutely  essential  to  thf 
success  of  the  expedition,  could  notfhrther  him,  and  hence 
Shirley's  dissatisfaction.  But  even  if  Mr.  Shirley  did 
think  that  Johnson  was  not  acting  with  judgment,  his 
proper  course  would  have  been  to  lodge  his  complaints — if 
any  he  had — ^before  the  lords  of  trade,  and  not,  for  the 
sake  of  gratifying  his  animosity,  to  descend  to  these  ipcMis. 
They  could  do  no  good;  and  to  say  the  least,  it  was  veiy 
•  ill-judged  at  this  time, — ^when  the  utmost  unanimily  was 
necessary  to  further  the  expedition,  then  on  the  very  eve 
of  embarking,— 4o  do  anything  which  would  create  jea- 
lousies and  dissensions  among  the  Indians. 
The  character  of  Governor  Shirley,  which  Mr.  Bancroft 
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very  justly  deaciibeB  as  artful,  favors  the  representation  of  «^ 
this  transaction  as  given  by  Johnson.  The  Six  Nations^  w^ 
moreover,  required  peculiar  management,  which  Johnson,  ^7^ 
after  years  of  study  and  observation,  alone  was  qualified  to 
undertake.  If  he^  likewise,  was  to  have  the  entire  control 
of  the  Indian^  and  was  alone  responsible  to  the  crown,  it 
was  natural,  as  well  as  perfectly  right  and  just,  that  }i^ 
should  resent  any  interference,  especially  by  ope  who, 
residing  in  ITew  England,  could  not  properly  appreciate 
the  exigencies  which  were  continually  arising  among  the 
Indians  in  the  province  of  ^ew  York.  The  remarloi  of 
the  author  of  a  Letter  to  a,  NqbUman  are  as  unjust  to 
General  Johnson,  aa  his  eulogy  of  Governor  Shirley  14 
gross  and  fulsopie.  General  Johnson  veiy  property, 
therefore,  tells  the  ministry,  in  tl^e  letter  which  we  h^ve 
quoted,  that  the  mauagen^ei^t  of  Indian  affairs  had  not 
been  saught  by  him ;  and  that  if  he  continued  in  it^  he 
must  be  allowed  to  hav^  it  under  his  own  control,  untrarur 
meled  by  the  iDterfexenee  of  the  Massachusetts  goven^orr 

Before  the  general  could  join  his  army  the  diasepsion^ 
sown  among  the  IndiaQs  by  Lydius  mi^st  be  healei^  This 
caused  a  delay  of  several  d^ys ;  and  even  then,  j^st  as  h^ 
bad  arranged  everything,  as  he  supposed,,  to  the  sfttisfi^^oii 
of  the  Indians,  a  deput^tioi^  c^^ne  to  him  o^  the  eve  of  hii| 
departure,  revising  to  proceed  with  him  &rther,  until  m^rfr 
ters  had  bpw  explained  to  them  more  clearly^^ 

These  difficulties  having  be^n  finally  justed,  the  gen-r 
eral  upo^i  the  eighth  of  August,  set  out  firom  Alhftxiy  with 
the  stores  and  artillery,  and — ^with  the  exception  of  th^  If  ew 
York  and  Rhode  Island  militia,  which  were  stiU  behind — 
with  the  rest  of  the  troops.  He  was  also  accompanied  by 
S^ing  Hendrik  with  fifty  Mohawk  warriors^  and  also  by 
Joseph  Brant,  then  a  mere  lad  of  thirteen  years. '  Upon 
his  arrival  at  the  great  carrying  place,  on  the  fourteenth,  he 
was  joined  by  two  hundred  more  braves,  thus  increasin|p 

1  Manttscript  letter :  Johnson  to  De  Lanoej,  Stli  August,  1756. 
*  CkrUtian  RegigUr, 
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GgAP.  the  number  of  his  Indian  allies  to  about  two  hundred  and 

w- fifty- 

1766.  rjt^Q  general  found  the  New  England  troops  burning  with 
ardor  and  impatient  of  delay.  The  news  of  Braddock's 
defeat  far  from  disheartening,  only  made  them  more  desirous 
to  be  led  against  Crown  Point.  To  them  this  expedition 
was  for  the  defense  of  their  firesides.  ^^  I  endeavor  to 
keep  myself  calm  and  quiet  under  our  alow  progress,  and 
to  wait  God's  time,"  wrote  one  of  the  provincials  at  this 
tune,  to  his  wife  in  Massachusetts.  ^  But  to  them  the 
advance  was  slow.  General  Lyman  felt  equally  restive 
under  the  delay.  So  much  so,  indeed,  that  before  John- 
son's arrival,  he  had  set  three  hundred  of  his  men  to  work 
cutting  a  road  to  Fort  Ann,  supposing  that  the  army  would 
proceed  against  Grown  Point  by  way  of  Wood  creek  and 
Ldke  Champlain.  Johnson,  however,  in  view  of  a  council 
of  warj  which  he  proposed  to  call  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding  upon  the  best  route,  countermanded  the  order, 
and  sent  out  a  scouting  party  of  forty  soldiers  and  three 
Indians  to  reconnoitre  the  whole  country  in  that  vicinity.  * 
The  scouts  having  returned,  a  council  was  called  on  the 
twenty-second,  in  which  the  officers,  upon  hearing  their 
report,  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  ^^  that  the 
road  to  Lake  St.  Sacrament  appeared  to  them  the  most 
eligible,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  set  about.'' 
It  was  also  determined  to  send  forward  two  thousand  men 
to  cut  a  road  through  the  woods  to  the  head  of  the  lake, 
and  erect  suitable  buildings  in  which  to  store  arms  and 
other  munitions  of  war  when  they  should  arrive. 

Leaving  General  Lyman  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  rest 
of  the  troops,  and  the  New  Hampshire  men  to  complete 
and  garrison  the  fort,  Johnson  set  out  on  the  twenty-sixth, 

iMoQUflcript  letter!  Thomas  Williams  to  his  wife.  Thomas  Williams, 
who  accompanied  this  expedition  as  a  surgeon,  was  a  brother  to  Colonel 
Ephralm  Williams,  and  the  same  one  who  was  dispatched  Arom  Fori  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Albany  for  supplies,  when  that  post  was  attacked  by  De  Yau- 
dreuil. 

*  Manuscript  letter :  ThomM  Williams  to  his  wife. 
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with  thirty-four  hundred  men,  for  the  lake— a  distance  of  ^J^f* 
fourteen  and  a  half  miles — reaching  it  at  dusk  of  the  ""^ 
twenty-eighth.  The  position  which  he  selected  for  his  ^  ' 
camp  was  a  strong  one,  being  protected  on  the  rear  by  the 
lake,  and  on  both  flanks  by  a  thickly  wooded  swamp.  His 
first  act  on  his  arrival  was  to  change  the  name  of  the  lake 
from  St.  Sacrament  to  Lake  George,  "  not  only,"  as  he 
loyally  writes,  "  in  honor  of  his  majesty,  but  to  ascertaia 
his  undoubted  dominion  here."  ^  Although  for  many  years 
previously  this  lake  had  been  used  as  a  means  of  commu- 
nication both  fbr  warlike  and  commercial  purposes  between 
Canada  and  Albany,  yet  Johnson  found  a  primeval  forest, 
where  "no  house  was  ever  before  built,  nor  a  spot  of  land 
cleared."  The  soldiers  were  inmiediately  set  to  work 
clearing  a  place  for  a  camp  of  five  thousand  men,  and  pro- 
viding shelter  for  the  military  stores.  Meanwhile  General 
Lyman,  having  left  at  the  carrying  place  two  hundred  and 
fifty  New  England  troops,  and  five  companies  from  New 
York  which  had  finally  arrived,  joined  the  camp  at  Lake 
George  on  the  third  of  September,  bringing  with  him  all 
the  heavy  artillery. 

All  now  was  activity  in  the  provincial  camp.  Wagons 
laden  with  munitions  of  war,  came  and  went  across  the 

tManasorlpt  letter:  Jobnson  to  De  Lanoe/.  Also  Johnaon  to  the  lords 
of  trade. 

The  ancient  Iroquois  name  of  thie  lake  la  Andiatarocte^**  there  the  laktt 
shuts  itself."  The  French  missionary,  Father  Jognes,  named  it  St.  SaerO' 
ment;  not,  as  some  suppose-^Mr.  Cooper  among  them— on  account  of  thtt 
purity  of  its  waters,  but  because  he  arrived  at  the  lake  upon  the  ctc  of  the 
festival  day  of  that  name.^  The  early  Roman  Catholic  discoverers,  says 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  "frequently  connect  the  discovery  of  places 
with  the  festival  name,  on  the  calendar."  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  LaH  of  ih$ 
Mohitant  suggests  the  name  of  Horicon,  for  this  lake,  this,  though  quite 
poetical,  is  merely  fanciftil,  as  indeed  he  daams,  and  has  not  the  merit  of 
historical  truth. 

l^IlsuTivwmDtjlavsllla  daaSMnuBeot,  an  boot  da  lae  qui  «iJoiat«a  gnaA  laede 
ChampbOn.  Lm  Iroqeoia  la  Dommant  Andlatarooiab  aomma  qui  diaolt  immUltcm  Am», 
La^I^n  la  nomma  la  lAO  du  &  Saonmenu*^— AlflltoM,  IHMft. 
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CTW?.  portage.  The  wild  flowers  of  ibe  forest  bent  beneath  the 
^.v^nide  tread  of  armed  men.  The  noise  of  a  hundred  ham- 
1765.  juers  echoed  throngh  the  mountain  fastnesses ;  and  keel 
after  keel  dut  the  crystal  waters  of  the  lake.  By  day,  the 
French  mountain  fi*owned  defiantly  at  those  by  whom 
its  repose  had  first  been  broken )  and  at  night,  the  panther, 
fi^m  the  neighboring  tiiicket,  looked  fi^rth  upon  the  stal- 
wart forms  reclining  by  the  watch  fires.  "  Prayers,'*  wrote 
Johnson,  "  have  a  good  effect,  especially  among  the  New 
England  menf'  and  on  the  sabbath,  while  the  Indians 
wei"^  Inclining  at  a  distance  tinder  the  forest  shade,  or: 
skimming  the  waters  in  their  birchen  canoes^  the  Ifew 
England  troops  had  gathered  around  the  man  of  Ood,  ^  to 
listeli  to  his  Words  of  comfolrt,  and  to  unite  with  him  in 
fllipplictttioh  at  the  throne  of  the  most  High. 

Johnson  had  ejq>ected  to  be  joined  at  the  lake  by  many 
mote  warriors  of  the  Bix  If  ati^ns.  In  this  he  was  disap- 
pointed. A  few  braves,  it  is  true,  dropped  in  at  the  camp, 
butby  ho  means  in  the  numbers  which  the  Indians  had 
tosu^ed  him  would  come.  The  old  Sachem  Hendrik  was 
mortified  at  the  paucity  of  the  number,  and  availed  him- 
self of  a  council,  held  on  the  fourth,  to  explain  to  Johnson 
IMid  his  officers  Why  so  few  warriots  had  joined  their 
BtandaMt 

"Sometime  ago/' said  he,  "we  of  the  two  Mohawk 
castles,  Wete  greatly  alasrmed  and  much  concerned,  and  we 
take  this  opportunity  of  speaking  our  minds  in  the  presence 
of  many  gentlemen  concerning  our  brother,  Governor 
fihiriey^  who  is  gone  to  Oswego ; — ^he  told  us  that,  though 
we  ihbttght  yon,  our  brother  Warraghiyaghey,  had  the  sole 
management  of  Indian  affairs,  yet  that  he  was  over  all ; 
that  he  could  pull  down  and  set  up.  He  farther  told  us 
timt  he  had  always  been  this  great  man,  and  that  you,  our 
brothel")  was  but  an  upstot  of  yesterday*  These  kind  of 
discourses  from  him  caused  a  great  uneasiness  and  con- 

li.      ■ii'i        ■■■l.iiii    .1^    I   Ti      ,       ■■»    mi      I.I-  II        I    ■  I  ■ ■    ■  ^__^_ 

ilUt.  eiepkMi  WHlilMi^  of  L«Bgi«Md«w,  M«m.>  tkaplain  of  WUlianu'v 
regiment. 
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fusion  amongst  ns,  and  he  confirmed  these  thmgs  by  a  large  ^Rff- 
belt  of  wampum.  "-^vw 

^^I  just  now  eaid,  these  matters  made  our  hearts  ache^''^* 
and  caused  a  great  deal  of  concision  in  our  castles* 
Governor  Shirley  further  told  us :  '  you  think  your  brother 
Warraghiyaghey  has  his  commiasion  for  managing  your 
afiairs  from  the  king  our  fiither — ^but  you  are  mistaken — 
he  has  hia  commission  and  all  the  moneys  for  carrying  on 
your  affairs  from  me,  and  when  I  please  I  can  take  all  his 
powers  from  him ;  it  was  I  gave  him  all  the  presents  and 
goods  to  fit  out  the  Indians  with/ 

'^  He  further  told  us  when  he  came  to  our  fort :  '  This 
ifl  my  fort ;  it  was  built  by  my  order  ajad  directions ;  I  aoi 
ruler  and  master  here,  and  now  brethren,  I  desire  twenty 
of  your  young  warriors  from  thia  castle  to  join  me  as  your 
brother  Warraghiyagbey  prcnnised  me  you  would  do,  and 
be  ready  at  a  whistle.  Brethren,  yoiu  may  see  I  have  the 
ahief  oommand ;  hei^  is  mcmey  for  you,  niy  pockets  loe 
full;  you  shan't  waiiijt;  beisides  I  have  goods  and  arms  readf 
for  all  that  will  go  with  me/  He  said  a  great  de^  more 
of  the  like  kind,  which  time  will  not  permit  us  to  rep^t^t 
present 

^^  He  was  two  days  pressing  and  working  upon]^y  brother 
Abraham  to  go  with  hun  as  a  iminister  for  the  Indiana — •jb/e 
aaid  to  him:  ^Warraghiyaghey  gives  you  no  wages,  why 
should  you  g|0  to  Crown  Point,  you  can  do  nothing  there ; 
but  widi  m.e  there  will  be  something  to  do  worth  w^tiild*' 
These  speeches  made  us  quite  ashamed,  and  the  Six  lTati,Q^ 
hung  down  their  heads  and  would  make  no  answer. 

<^  But  brother,  notwithstanding  all  these  temptMtioBS  and 
speeches,  we  that  are  come  and  nowhere,  were  detennined 
to  remain  steadfast  to  you,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Governor 
Shirley's  money  and  speeches,  you  would  h^ve  iieep  .all 
the  Six  Nations  here. 

**  Brother,  we  have  taken  this  opportunity  to  give  you 
this  relation,  that  the  gentlemen  here  present  may  know 
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<SAP*  and  testiiy  what  we  have  Bald,  and  hear  the  reasons  why 

wv— '  no  more  Indians  have  joined  this  army."  ^ 

1766.  Thus  closed  the  last  formal  speech  that  the  great  Mohawk 
chieftain  lived  to  make.  True  as  tempered  steel  to  the 
interests  of  the  English,  his  last  moments  were  in  harmony 
with  those  of  his  lif^-spent  in  keeping  the  Six  Nations 
steadfast  to  their  ancient  alliance.  Although  he  was  a 
rude  brave  of  the  forest,  yet  his  noble  appreciation  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  welfare,  the  more  polished  governor 
of  Massachusetts  might  well  have  imitated. 

General  Johnson's  plan  of  operations  was  to  build  a  fort 
at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  to  remain  there  until  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  bateaux  could  be  constructed  in  which 
to  transport  his  stoics  and  artillery.  As  soon  as  these 
were  in  readiness,  he  designed  to  proceed  down  the  lake, 
with  all  his  available  forces,  to  Ticonderoga,  and  there 
remain  until,  strengthened  by  sufficient  reinforcements,  he 
could  successfully  attack  Crown  Point  Ticonderoga  had 
long  been  considered  by  military  men  as  a  **  very  danger- 
ous and  important  pass;'*  and  it  was  his  design  to  con- 
struct on  that  promontory  a  fort  which  would  command 
the  only  two  water  passes  to  the  lower  settlements.  This 
movement  was  therefore  well  planned ;  for  if  it  should  not 
be  deemed  advisable  to  attack  Crown  Point,  the  French 
could  at  least  be  prevented  from  passing  down  eitiier  of 
the  lakes.  The  general  was  also  the  more  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed, from  intelligence  received  through  scouts,  that  a 
small  party  of  French  had  already  occupied  this  import- 

1  AH  these  statements  of  Shirley,  it  i»  perhaps  uimeoesssjry  to  remind 
the  reader,  were  false.  Ist,  Johnson  acted  at  this  time  as  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  under  a  oommission  Arom  General  Braddock,  and  not  from 
Shirley ;  2d,  The  money  which  he  held  for  the  Indians,  was  giren  to  him  by 
Braddock,  and  he  was  responsible  for  it  to  him  alone ;  and  8d,  The  fori  was 
buflt — ^as  stated  in  the  last  chapter— ^by  the  direction  of  Mr.  De  Lancey  and 
his  council,  on  the  application  of  Johnson,  with  a  portion  of  the  "  ftind  for 
contingencies,"  in  the  hands  of  the  lieutenant-gOTernor.  Hendrik's  wel^ 
known  character  for  strict  integrity  forbids  us  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  facts  mentioned  in  his  speech. 
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ant  pasB.  Before,  however,  his  arrangements  could  becHJ^. 
completed,  the  rapid  movements  of  the  enemy  foiled  his  srv^ 
design;  i^^ 

Early  in  July,  De  Vandreuil,  who  was  informed,  through 
papers  taken  from  Braddock,  of  Shirley's  proposed  expe- 
dition against  Niagara,  arranged  a  well  concerted  attack 
upon  Oswegol  Learning,  however,  that  the  English  were 
advancing  by  way  of  Saint  Sacrament  against  Crown 
Point,  he  changed  his  purpose ;  and  calling  back  the 
troops  already  on  their  march  to  6swego,  sent  them,  under 
Baron  Bieskau,  to  meet  the  forces  of  Gener^  Johnson.^ 
Leaving  a  large  force  at  Crown  Point,  the  baron  took  six 
hundred  Indians,  seven  hundred  Canadians,  and  two  hun- 
dred regulars,'  and  p|t>ceeding  up  Lake  Champlain,  landed 
at  the  head  of  that  lake.  The  intention  of  the  French 
general  was  first  to  attack  Fort  Edward,  and  then  cut  o£F 
the  retreat  of  Johnson  and  annihilate  his  army.  This 
accomplished,  Albany  apd  the  lower  settlements  were  to 
be  destroyed.  This  plan  was  in  harmony  with  the  motto 
upon  the  baron's  arms,  ^'Boldnbss  Wiks;"  and  though 
it  was  brilliant,  it  was  also  rash.' 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  after  disembarking, 
the  French  army  found  itself,  through  the  treachery  of  the 
L*oqupis  guides,  on  the  road  to  Lake  George,  four  miles 
distant  from  the  fort.^  Here  the  baron  halted,  and  sent 
forward  a  party  of  Indians,  under  the  direction  of  M.  de 
St.  Pierre,  to  reconnoitre.  They  soon  returned,  having 
killed  a  courier,  whom  General  Johnson  had  sent  to  warn 
the  garrison  at  the  carrying-place  of  their  dai^ger.  As  it 
was  evident  from  this,  that  the  commander  of  the  fort 
was  now  on  the  alert,  Bieskau  gave  the  Indians  the  choice 

1 M.  de  liOttiniere  to  Count  d'  Argenson,  24  Oct.,  17&6. 

'  CheTalier  de  Montreuil  to  the  same,  14  Oct.,  1756. 

*  *<  I  ETOW  that  I  had  a  recent  presentiment  that  misfortune  would  orer- 
take  him,  (Dieskau)  becaoee  I  knew  him  to  be  too  great  a  stickler  for  the 
dangerous  principle  that  intrepiditj  alone  can  accomplish  the  most  diffi- 
onlt  things."— i>M'M7  to  the  MiniUer,  2S  Oct.,  1756. 

^Bieskaa  to  Count  d'Argenson,  14  Sept.,  1756. 
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tm^'  of  either  attacking  the  fort  or  marching  against  the  camp 
Wv-^  at  the  lake.*  The  Indians,  who  had  a  peculiar  hortror  of 
1766.  artillery,  having  learned  through  a  prisoner,  that  the  camp 
at  the  lake  was  destittite  of  cannon,  positirelj^  )reftidied  to 
attack  the  fort,  hut  expressed  their  willingness  to  be  led 
against  the  latter.  Having  thus  ascertained  thid  disposi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  Die^kau  gave  up  for  the  present  his 
former  design,  and  marching  through  the  Sorest  in  the 
northerly  part  of  the  present  towns  of  Kihgsbtiry  and 
Queensbury,  encamped  on  the  margih  of  a  small  pond,  on 
the  east  of  the  Lake  George  ro^d,  and  near  ^e  southern 
spur  of  the  French  Mountain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  of  September^  Johnsoti 
was  apprised,  through  his  scouts,  that  a  toad  had  been  cut 
A^m  South  bay,  and  that  a  large  body  of  men  were  march*^ 
ing  to  the  Hudson.  The  general  immediately  sentexi»^8S- 
es  to  New  York  and  New  England  for  reinforcementB, 
and  at  the  same  time  dispatched  two  Messengers  to  F<Mt 
Edward  to  warn  Colonel  Blanchaird  of  the  advance  of  liie 
t^reneh  army.  On6  of  these  couriers  was,  us  has  beeft 
stated,  intercepted  and  killed,  bat  the  other  retumted  at 
midnight,  bringing  the  startling  intelligence  thitt  the  ene- 
my were  only  four  miles  from  the  f<*t  A  oouncU  of  war 
"was  called  early  llhe  nekt  morning,  in  which  it  Was  tbfe 
jgetieral  opinion  of  both  officers  and  Indians  tfafat  a  detacli^ 
Iment  of  one  thousand  troops,  and  two  hundred  Indians 
should  be  sent  out  in  aid  of  Fort  Edward  '^  to  cat(^  the 
^metay  in  their  retteat,  either  as  victohs  or  as  defeated  im 
tiieir  design."  Hendrik  alone  disapproved  of  Ihe  musaab^. 
**I5;"  said  that  sage  counsellor,  "they  ar^  to  fight  Aeiy 
ai*e  too  few  ;  if  Ihey  are  to  be  killed  they  a^e  too  teany  ;** 
and  again,  when  it  was  proposed  to  send  out  the  detach- 
ment in  three  parties,  the  Mohawk,  picking  up  three  sticks 
from  the  ground,  said,  "  Put  these  together  and  .you  can- 
not break  them ;  take  them  one  by  one,  and  you  will  do 

1 "  An  ftocount  of  what  hw  o«oiirred  this  ytT  in  OaiMda." — l>ipttrimmtt 
4i  la  Ouerre^  Farit. 
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it  easily.'*    His  advice,  however,  on  both  these  poiata  wa8C»i^.    ^ 
disr^arded,  aad  the  ProvindalB,  under  thje  gallaacit  Colonel  s^.^^    / 
Ephraim  Williams,  and  the  Confederate  warriors,  led  by  ^76§.    v 
the  venerable  Mohawk  brave,  set  out  without  delay  in 
three  divisions,  and  marched  toward  th0  fort,  where  it  ^^ 

was  supposed  the  enemy  would  be  ^ound.    As  soon  as  they  \ 

left  the  camp,  Johnson  had  some  trees  felled  to  form,  witl^  I 

the  wagons  and  bateaux^  a  rude  breastwork ;  a^d  at  the 
same  time,  some  heavy  cannon,  destined  for  the  attack  oa 
Crown  Point,  were  drawn  up  ftam  the  shore  of  the  kk^ 
and  posted  in  advantageous  positions. 

Meanwhile,  Dieskau,  advised  through  his  Indian  scouts 
of  the  advance  of  Colonel  Williams,  arranged  in  a  defile 
iiear  at  hand,  an  ambuscade  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent; 
the  regulars  being  stationed  in  the  center,  and  thenQanadir 
a&s  and  Indians  on  either  side,  where  they  were  concealed 
on  tiie  right  by  thickets,  and  on  the  left  by  rocks  and  tnees. 

Colonel  Williams  advanced  with  his  division  to  Rooky 
brook,  about  two  miles  from  the  camp^  and  halibed  until 
he  should  be  overtaken  by  Lieutenant  Whiting  and  Hea^ 
drik  with  the  rest  of  the  partf.  As  so<m  as  they  •came  up, 
the  colonel,  singularly  unsuspicious  of  danger,  aad  neg- 
lecting his  usual  precaution  of  throwing  ahead  skirmish- 
ers, gave  the  order  to  advance ;  and  the  entine  ^(dumn, 
preceded  by  Hendrik  and  his  warriors,  marched  briskly 
forward  and  entered  the  &tal  defile.  It  had  been  tb^ 
express  orders  of  Dieskau,  that  his  laen  should  resejrvie 
their  fire  until  the  English  were  entirely  within  the  half 
circle.  Fortunately,  however,  before  the  detachment  were 
entirely  within  the  ambush,  one  of  the  enemy's  muskets 
went  oS  accidently .  Instantly,  terrific  yells  and  rattlittg 
of  musketiy  filled  the  air,  as  voUey  after  volley  wbs 
poured  with  murderous  effect  upon  the  left  of  WilUaml's 
column,  and  upon  the  Indians  in  front.  Hendrik,  who 
was  in  ad\:ance  of  his  braves,  and  who  being  corpulent 
•nd  mouo^ted  on  horseback,  fanned  a  conspicuous  mark 
for  the  enemy'^  bullets,  fell  dead  at  the  first  (fire.    OoLqbjbI 
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CHAP.  WaiiamB  waa  also  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action, 
w^,w  being  shot  through  the  head  as  he  was  standing  upon  a 
1766.  pQc]j  which  he  had  mounted,  the  better  to  directthe  move- 
ments of  his  men.^  A  hurried  retreat  of  the  Provincials 
now  followed,  with  the  enemy  close  on  their  heels,  alter- 
nately yelling  and  firing.  Reaching  a  small  pond  near  the 
road,'  a  portion  of  the  Provincials  rallied,  ^md  stationing 
themselves  behind  it,  each  man  for  himself,  checked  the 
pursuit,  until  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cole, 
whom  Johnson,  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  firing,  had  sent 
out  with  three  hundred  men  to  cover  the  retreat  Under 
the  guidance  of  Whiting  and  Cole,  this  was  successfoUy 
effected;  and  the  party  which  a  little  before  had  gone 
forth  confident  in  their  strength,  clambered  over  the  barri- 
cades weaiy  and  dejected. 

IZad  the  French  commander  been  able,  as  he  intended, 
to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  confusion  produced  in 
Johnson's  camp  by  the  arrival  of  the  panic  stricken  fugi- 
tives, and  while  his  men  were  flushed  with  success,  rushed 
forward  and  carrred  the  breast-works  by  storm,  he  would 
doubtless  have  been  successfiil.  But  the  Indians  and 
Canadians,  coming  in  sight  of  Johnson's  cannon,  halted, 
and  finally  skulked  off  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  leaving 
the  regulaiB  to  begin  the  attack.  This  delay  lost  the  baron 
the  victory,  and  gave  the  Provincials  full  fifteen  minutes, 
in  which  to  improve  their  defences^  and  recover  from  their 
previous  trepidation. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  the  regulars,  who  advanced  in 
perfect  ord^  against  the  center,  firing  by  platoons.  As 
their  polished  arms  were  first  descried  advancing  from 
the  woods,  a  slight  tremor  seized  the  Provincials,  but  after 
the  first  few  volleys  they  lost  all  fear  and  fought  with 

1  For  a  sketch  of  Williams  and  Hendrik  tee  Appendix  No.  IQ  and  IV  of 
this  Tolume.  • 

*  Since  called  Bloody  pond,  fW>m  the  tradition  that  manj  of  thoM 
•lain  in  thia  akixmiah  were  thrown  into  it. 
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ooolnesfl  and  deBperation.^  Finding  that  no  impression  chap. 
could  be  made  upon  the  center,  Dieskau  changed  hiswv^ 
attack  to  the  left  with  no  better  effect  He  Acxt  attempt-  ^^^ 
ed,  by  a  desperate  charge,  to  turn  Johnson's  right,  where 
were  stationed  the  regiments  of  Buggies,  Titcomb,  and  the 
late  Colonel  William«w  A  terrific  fight  followed ;  both 
parties  feeling  that  th$  issuQ  of  the  struggle  had  now 
arrived.  In  the  word((  of  m  officer  present,  ^^  there 
seemed  nothing  but  thunder  and  Hghtnipg  %nd  perpetual 
pillars  of  smoke,  and  the  bullets  flew  lik^  l^-stones." 
The  Provincials,  sfud  Dieskfiu  ^'  fought  like  dovils,"  and  in 
some  instances  leaping  the  breast-works  and  dubbing 
their  arms  they  fought  hand  to  hand  and  face  to  £sk^. 
Finally,  the  old  fashioned  musket,  in  the  muscular  arms 
of  the  New  England  fiEurmers,  proving  superior  to  the  glit- 
tering bayonet,  the  regulars  were  again  driven  back,  leav- 
ing the  ground  covered  with  their  deed  and  wounded. 
During  this  attack  upon  the  right,  a  part;^  of  Abenakis 
and  Canadians,  posting  themselves  in  a  morass,  for  a  time 
made  considerable  havoc,  but  a  few  shells  thrown  among 
them  scattered  them  in  the  greatest  confusion.  Thus 
driven  back  at  all  points,  the  enemy  began  to  waver,  which 
was  no  sooner  perceived  by  the  Provincials,  than  leaping 
their  defences  with  ^  lou4  shout,  they  fought  them  until 
the  lake  became  red  as  the  crimson  flowers  that  blossom 
upon  its  margin.'    This  fierce  onset  decided  the  day ;  and 

'  1  Joseph  Brant,  In  relating  the  particulars  of  this  bloodj  engagement  to 
Dr.  Stewart,  acknowledged  that  this  being  the  first  action  at  which  he  was 
present,  he  was  seised  with  snch  a  tremor  when  the  firing  began,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  take  hold  of  a  smaU  sapling  to  steady  himself;  but  that  after 
the  discharge  of  a  few  Tolleys  he  recoTered  the  use  of  his  limbs  and  the 
composure  of  his  mind  so  as  to  support  the  character  of  a  braye  mai),  of 
which  he  was  exceedingly  ambitious. 

*  The  Lobelia  Car dinalis f  commonly  osAled  the  Indian  Eye-^righU  The 
author  has  frequently  seen  large  clusters  of  this  beautiftil  blossom  growing 
on  the  banks  %t  the  Ifike  and  upon  the  margin  of  Bloody  pond.  Alfred  B. 
Street  has  embalme4  this  flower  in  a  touching  Ii^dian  lpgeii<),  in  his  enter- 
taining WoodB  and  Wattrt, 
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<»^.  the  French,  breaking  their  rtoks,  sought  in  wild  disorder 

w,^-'  the  cover  of  the  woocb.^ 

^'^-  In  this  battle  almost  all  the  French  regulars  were  killed. 
Bieskau,  although  he  had  received  three  balls  in  hif  legs 
and  one  across  his  knee  while  fighting  dose  to  the  barri- 
cades, reftised  to  leave  the  field ;  and  supported  by  the 
stump  of  a  tree,  continued  amid  tiie  whistling  of  bul- 
lets calmly  to  give  his  orders.  Finally,  as  his  troops  were 
in  All!  retreat,  a  renegade  Frenchman  maliciously  dis- 
charged his  musket  through  both  of  the  general's  hips, 
inflicting  a  very  severe  wound.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pom- 
eroy  coming  up  at  this  moment,  the  baron  was  conveyed 
to  the  tent  of  the  American  commander,  where  be  received 
every  attention  due  to  a  brave  though  unfortunate  man — 
General  Johnson  reftising  to  have  his  own  wounds  dressed 
until  those  of  the  baron  had  been  properly  att^ded  to.* 
Le  Gardeurde  St.  Pierre,  the  same  who  had  defeated 
Washingtou  the  previous  year  on  Hke  Ohio,  received  his 
death  wound  in  the  skirmish  of  ih^  morning.  His  last 
words  were,  <^  fight  on  boys,   this  is  Johnson  not  Braddcck." 

^Tkt  Fremok  eoffarwi  litHe  im  thit  mMqii  ttpm  tlie  srtiUeit»  which,  umed 
generally  too  Ugh,  did  bnt  small  execution— except,  by  the  crashing  of  the 
halls  in  the  tree-tops,  to  scare  the  Indians.  All  the  credit  is  due  to  the 
personal  yalor  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  themselves. 

>  Account  of  the  battle  of  lake  George ;  (1766)  written  by  Baron  Diet- 
ham,  in  a  dialogue  entitled,  JMtd^igme  httytun  Mar$Kai  S4a»  andSmwutk 
JXeskau  in  the  Slytian  FUUU  ;  also  Dieskan's  official  acQount  of  the  action — 
Department  de  la  Guerre^  Paris,  published  also  in  if.  Y.  CoL  Doc  From 
these  documents,  it  appears  that  the  generally  receiyed  impression  that 
Dieshau  was  shot  while  feeling  for  his  watch,  &o.,  is  ^  pure  fiction. 

**  I  know  not  what  at  present  will  be  my  fate  ;  from  M.  de  Johnson,  the 
general  of  the  English  army,  I  am  receiving  all  the  attention  possible  to  be 
szpeoted  from  a  brare  man,  full  of  honor  and  feeling.''  Baron  de  Dieskau 
to  Count  d'  Argenson,  Sept.  14,  1755. 

Before  the  baron  left  America,  a  warm  friendship  sprung  up  between 
himself  and  his  conqueror ;  and  previously  to  his  returning  to  France,  he 
presented  Johnson  with  a  magnificent  bwoM  as  a  token  of  his  regard. 
General  Johnson  acknowledged  this  gift  in  a  feeling  letter  to  the  baron, 
which  manuscript  letter  is  in  my  possession.  Dieskau  died  in  1767,  ot  his 
wounds  recelTod  in  this  action. 
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In  the  begintLing  of  the  action,  General  Johnson  ^^  dis-  cn^* 
played  a  firm  and  steady  mind/'  and  conducted  himself  >^^ 
with  gf eat  bravery ;  but  soon  receiving  a  painfal  wound  ^''^^ 
in  Hie  hips^  he  was  forced  to  retire,  leaving  the  command 
to  Major  General  Lyman.    During  all  of  the  fight,  which 
lasted  from  half  past  ten  in  the  momiilg  until  four  in  the 
afternoon,  Lyman  behaved  with  distinguished  bravery ; 
repeatedly  showing  himself  in  front  of  the  defenoes,  in 
order  to  encourage  his  men.^ 

The  misfortunes  of  the  enemy  wete  not,  however,  at  an 
end.  Toward  evening  of  the  same  day,  as  the  shattered 
remnants  of  the  French  army  were  seated  near  Boclqr 
brook,  refreshing  themselves  after  the  late  ediausting  bat- 
tle, they  were  suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  two  hun- 
dred !New  Hampshire  men  uhder  Captain  Maginnis,  who 
were  on  their  way  to  Lake  George^  and  completely  routed, 
leaving,  in  the  words  of  an  eye-witness,  "  their  garmenta 
and  weapons  of  war  for  miles  together,  tike  the  Assyrians 
in  their  flight,"  The  brave  Maginnis,  however,  received 
a  contusion  on  the  headirom  a  spent  bullet,  and  died  spon 
after  reaching  the  camp*  ; 

Thid  bodies  of  those  slain  in  this  skirmish,  were  buried 
in  the  bottom  of  the  glen,  beneath  the  shade  of  everlast- 
ing rocks.  It  is  a  sweety  wild  haunt,--^the  sunbeam  falls 
there  with  a  softened  radiance, — and  the  brook  near  by 
murmurs  plaintively,  as  if  mourning  for  the  dead. 

In  the  three  actions  of  this  day,  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  of  the  Provincials  were  killed,  and  ninety-one 
wounded.  Their  loss  was  greater  than  it  might  otherwise 
have  been,  from  the  fact  that  several  were  hit  by  poisoned 
bulletis ;  thus  mere  flesh  wounds  soon  mortified,  some  of 
the  eoldiers  dying  in  convulsions.*    Of  the  Six  Nations 

^  For  s  map  of  this  Action  see  appendix  Ko.  t. 

*  **  Mical  Harrington  died  of  the  wound  he  receired  ihrongh  the  flesh j 
part  of  the  thigh,  the  ball  ubdoubtedlj  poisoned ;  as  also  one^  Jon»thaa 
Bart,  of  Brimfield,  bj  a  poisoned  baU  through  the  arm ;  and  one  Brisbed, 
by  a  slight  shot  in  the  leg  which  threw  him  into  conyulsions.  The  art  of 
man  oould  not  stop  the  mortification  which  seiied  the  wounded  part,  and 
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cm^.  nearly  forty  of  their  braves  perished.  The  loss  of  the 
s-.ywFreiich  was  probably  between  three  and  four  hundred.^ 
1766.  General  Johnson,  nnder  the  direction  of  a  couneil  of 
war  held  immediately  after  the  action,  sent  circular  letters, 
containing  an  official  account  of  the  action  of  the  eighth, 
to  Boston,  whence  tiiey  were  to  be  sent  to  the  several 
colonial  governors.  His  thus  acting  according  to  direction, 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  those  who  have  censured  him,  for 
not  advising  Governor  Shirley  at  Oswego  of  the  result* 
It  is  true  that  he  might  have  written  him  unofficially  by  a 
private  express ;  but  this  was  a  mere  matter  of  preference. 
That  he  did  not  prefer  so  to  do,  after  the  efforts  of  Shirley 
to  weaken  his  influence,  is  not  surprising. 

Three  days  after  the  battle,  the  Indians  in  council 
announced  to  Johnson  and  his  officers,  through  Aguiotta, 
an  Oneida  sachem,  their  intention  of  returning  forthwith 
to  their  homes.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  general  remon- 
strated, and  told  them  that  the  object  of  the  campaign  was 
not  yet  accomplished, — ^that  in  fact  he  had  "  not  yet  got 
half  way," — they  were  determined  in  their  purpose. 
While,  however,  they  were  not  to  be  moved  from  their 
design,  they  assured  their  brother,  "that  their  going  home 
arose  not  from  any  coldness  of  heart,  but  was  in  accordance 
with  their  invariable  custom  of  rettiming  aft;er  an  engage- 
ment, in  which  they  had  sustained  loss,  to  cheer  their  peo- 
ple ;"  and  they  J)romi8ed  soon  to  returti  and  use  the  hatch- 
et with  fresh  vigor  against  the  French.  The  Indians*  were 
also  fearful  that  the  Abenakis,  in  revenge  for  the  loss  of 
their  braves,  would  fall  upon  their  own  castles  left  by  their 

presently  &  few  hours  shut  up  the  eoene.  Oh  oursed  malioe,  that  the  fatal 
lead  should  not  be  thought  sofficient  without  being  rolled  up  with  a  solution 
of  copper  and  yellow  arsenic,  as  I  am  thoughtful  was  the  case,  by  many 
of  the  poisoned  balls  which  were  brought  in  out  of  their  bullet  pouches, 
iaken  among  .the  plunder." — Manuscript  letter,  Surgeon  Thomas  Williams 
to  his  wife.  This  is  the  only  instance,  that  I  recoUect,  of  the  use  of  poisoned 
buUets  in  battle. 

^  Dieskau  estimated  it  at  six  hundred,  and  Johnson  placed  it  in  his  first 
report  of  the  action  also  at  six  hundred,  but  afterward  at  four  hundred. 
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absence  in  a  measure  unprotected.    It  being  useless  to  de-  c«af. 
tain  them  against  tkeir  inclination,  the  general,  after  con-wy.^ 
suiting  his  officers,  dismissed  them  to  their  castles,  giving  ^766- 
them  some  strouds,  with  wMch  to  cover  the  graves  of  their . 
dead.^ 

The  months  of  October  and  November  were  chieflj 
occupied  in  building  a  strong  fort  at  the  head  of  the  lake.' 
A  fortification  at  this  point,  was  justly  con^dered  by  John- 
son extremley  important,  as  it  would  thus  command  the 
pass  into  Canada  by  way  of  Lake  George,  in  the  same  way 
as  Fort  Ann  commanded  the  one  by  way  of  Wood  creek. 
Its  importance  had  also  been  seen  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  New  Tork,  who,  in  the  previous  year,  had 
written  the  lords  of  trade^  orging  the  erection  of  a  fort  at 
the  *^  southern  extremity  of  Lake  St.  Sacrament^"  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  a  ^'  defense  against  the  French, 
and  a  protection  for  the  Mohawks.'''  A  council  of  war, 
held  at  the  camp,  on  the  seventh  of  September,  had 
recommended  tiie  expediency  of  building  a  small  picketed 
fort  without  delay.  This  was  opposed  by  the  general, 
who  thought  that  a  strong  fortification  should  be  construct- 
ed capable  of  holding,  in  an  emergency,  five  hundred  men. 
He,  however,  yielded  to  the  will  of  the  m^ority,  and  a 
small  fort  was  begun,  which  went  on  so  slowly,  that  by 
the  last  of  September  it  was  not  nearly  completed ;  only  a 
dozen  men  at  one  time  being  found  by  Johnson  engaged 
on  the  work. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  advices  were  received  from  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  the  new  governor  of  IN'ew  York,  stating  that 
itwas  the  wish  of  himself  and  his  majesty's  council,  tJbiat  a 

1  Minutes  of  oonnoil  held  at  Lake  George.    JV.  F.  Col.  Hit, 

s  Mr.  Bancroft,  I  think,  ia  mistaken  in  calling  this  «a  iM^foM  fort  of   (^  «\  ^t  <  ^ 
wood.''    It  was  snocessAillj  defended  in  the  spring  of  1767,   against  ^   y   ^    * 
foree  of  two  thousand  troope,  supplied  with  three  hundred  soaling-ladders ;        ^-   ^ 
and  it  was  only  surrendered  the  ensuing  summer  by  the  oowardioe  of  ^,  ^>  *  f 
General  Webb.    While  it  was  not  of  course  a  foHiiioation  of  the  first  class, 
nor  its  site  weU  chosen,  it  was  far  from  luOeu, 

*De  Lanoej  to  the  Lords  of  trade,  December,  1754, 
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<^|^..  durable  and  commodioua  fort  should  be  oonstmeted  as 
v-yweoon  as  poBsible.  Upon  t&is  wish  ot  the  governor  being 
iTWi  communicated  to  a  council  of  war,  it  was  imiftediately 
decided  to  erect  a  fort,  whicb  sbonM  meet  bis  views.  Tbe 
general  accordingly  sent  to  Fort  Edward  for  all  tbe  sbov- 
els  and  spades  which  the  oftcer  at  that  post  could  spare, 
and  the  fort  was  forthwith  begun.  The  work,  however, 
did  not  progress  so  rapidly  as  Johnson  desired.  "  The 
fort,"  he  writes  on  the  seventh  of  October,  *'  goes  on,  all 
things  considered,  pretty  wM.'*  The  New  England  men, 
impatietit  to  proceed,  cmd  not  seeing  the  necessity  of  a 
fort,  did  not  enter  into  it  with  alacrity.*  It  was  using  their 
services,  they  selfishly  thought,  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
JTew  Tork,— not  perceiving  that  a  fort  at  this  place  which 
would  hold  the  French  in  check,  was  as  niueh  needed  for  the 
pi'otectiott  of  their  own  fixmtiers  as  for  those  of  their  sister 
province^  The  work  therefore  lingered  along ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  riiiddie  of  November  tliat  the  fort  was  com- 
pleted, receiving  from  Johnson  the  name  of  William 
Henry,  in  honoi'of  two  princes  of  the  royal  blood.* 

The  Want  of  unanimity  shown  in  the  erection  of  the 
fort,  was  not  the  only  symptom  of  the  jiealousy  which,  for 
so  many  years,  had  existed  between  the  provinces  of  New 
England  and  New  York.  The  troops  from  the  latter 
colony  were  as  much  elated  at  the  defeat  of  Bieskau,  as 
those  from  New  England  were  depressed  at  the  abortive 
attempt  of  Shirley ;  and  other  signs  of  ill  feeling  were 
soQn  manifest,  which  threatened  to  impede  seriously  the 
Operations  of  the  campaign.  General  Johnson  was  inde- 
fatigable in  his  endeavors  to  allay  all  jealousies  and 
promote  harmony  among  his  troops.  How  well  he  suc- 
ceeded may  be  inferred  from  the  following  extract  from  a 

1  '*  tt  [Uie  fort]  h«0  met  wtth  muiy  «bBtnielioM«  aad  the  men  haTe  been 
Teiy  bftoltWftrd  in  working  tkere,  wkioh  iMi  %••»•  psril^  owiag  to  eerenl 
of  tMr  oOeers."    Letter  from  Johnson^  Not.  4ihy  1766. 

<For  a  plan  of  this  fort  originally  carted  on  the  pewdv  hem  of  apro* 
Tinoial  while  doing  garrison  dutj  in  1756,  see  Appendix  Ti. 
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letter  written  by  a  New  MigUmd  officer,  fram  the  camp  att^r- 
Lake  George,  to  his  wife,  in  Deerfield,  Massachusetts :        s-s^ 

"I  must  say,  he  (Johnson)  is  a  complete  gentleman,  and  ^7^^- 
willing  to  please  and  oblige  all  men;  £EKmiiiar  and  free  of 
access  to  the  lowest  sentinel ;  a  gentleman  of  Uncommon 
smart  sense  and  even  .temper ;  never  saw  him  in  a  rttffle, 
or  use  any  bad  language— in  short,  I  never  was  so  dissap- 
pointed  in  a  person  in  the  idea  I  had  of  him  before  I  came 
from  home,  in  my  life ;  to  sum  np,  he  is  almost  universally 
beloved  and  esteemed  by  officers  and  soldiers  as  a  second 
Marlborauffhfor  coolness  of  head  and  warmness  of  heart} 

This  enoomimn,  coming  from  aKew  England  officer  who, 
according  to  his  own  admission,  joined  Johnson's  army 
prejudiced  against  him,  is  testimony  which  is  deserving  of 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  candid  reader. 

But  little  more  was  aecomplished  during  the  remainder 
of  the  campaign.  Scouting  parties,  it  is  true,  under  Cap- 
tain Bogers,  the  ftmous  ranger,  amused  themselves  with 
surprises  upon  the  enemy;  executing  them  so  adroitly, 
that  many  of  the  Frenchj  in  the^  vicinity  of  Fort  Frederick, 
bit  the  dust, — one  Frenchman  being  killed  and  scalped  by 
Rogers  under  the  very  walls  of  that  fort.  It  was  now, 
however,  late  in  the  autumn,  and  a  council  of  war  having 
decided  on  the  twenly-eighth  of  I^ovember,  that  it  was 
too  late  in  the  season  to  proceed  farther  with  the  ezpedi 
tion,  General  Johnson  disbanded  his  army ;  and  leaving  six 
hundred  men  to  garrison  the  fort,  resigned  his  commis- 
sion, and  returned  in  the  middle  of  December  to  his  home 
at  Mount  Johnson. 

In  the  conduct  of  this  campaign.  General  Johnson  has 
been  severely  censured  in  two  particulars ;  first,  in  not 
following  up  the  routed  army  of  I>ieskau,  and  thus  pre- 

>  This  mannseript  letter  is  dated  Oct.  Sib,  1755.  I  hare  in  mj  possession 
many  manuscript  letters  testifyins  to  the  same  thing.  The  one  in  the  text 
ie  selected,  that,  coming  from  a  New  England  many  it  may  hare  more 
weight.    It  is  from  Surgeon  Williams  to  his  wife. 

66 
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ogAp.  venting  its  escape  down  Lake  Ohamplain:  and  secondij, 
w^  that  instead  of  boldly  advancing  against  Crown  Point,  he 
1766.  allowed  the  autumn  to  pass  away  in  comparative  inactivity, 
contenting  himself  with  constructing  a  useless  fort^ 

Regarding  the  first  of  these  charges,  there  can  be  no 
question,  that  in  not  following  up  the  French  army,  the 
general  allowed  his  caution  to  prevail  over  the  better  judg- 
ment of  his  officers.  General  layman  begged  that  with  his 
men  flushed  with  their  recent  victory  and  anxious  for  the 
pursuit,  he  might  be  sent  after  the  enemy.  The  reply 
given  to  him  by  the  general— '^  that  he  had  reason  to 
expect  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  and  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerouB  to  weaken  the  ;main  body  of  the  army  by  sending 
out  detachments  to  scour  the  country/'  is  not  sufficient  to 
justify  his  reftisal  of  Lyman's  request.  Exhausted  and 
dispirited  as  the  enemy  were,  they  were  in  no  condition  to 
have  made  a  successful  defense,  much  less  to  have  resum- 
ed the  aggressive ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  if  Qeneral 
Lyman's  suggestion  had  been  followed,  the  gates  of  Fort 
Frederick  never  would  have  opened  to  receive  the  broken 
ranks  of  Dieskau's  army. 

Respecting  the  second  and  more  serious  of  these  criti- 
cisms, however,  General  Johnson  is  not  so  culpable  as  may 
at  first  appear.  It  was  well  known  to  the  general,  both 
through  the  baron's  papers,  and  through  scouts  which  he 
had  dispatched  for  that  purpose,  that  Crown  Point  was 
heavily  garrisoned,  and  that  at  Ticonderoga,  strong  breast 
works  had  been  thrown  up.'  The  experience  of  the  last 
engagement  had  shown  him  how  difficult  it  was  for  even 
thoroughly  trained  troops  to  capture  rude  and  hastily  con- 
structed defences ;  and  he  therefore  very  wisely  hesitated 
before  attacking,  with  raw  and  undisciplined  mUitia,  breast 
works  which  had  been  carefully  put  up,  and  which  were 

I  Vide :  Reyiew  of  military  operations,  in  a  IteUer  to  a  NobUman,  8e« 
also  Bancroft,  and  Dr.  I) wight's  TraneU^  yoI.  iii. 

'Major  Qeneral  Johnson  to  Lieutenant  Charles  Haardj,  Sept.  16th,  1766. 
See  also  Capt.  Roger's  Journal, 
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defended  by  regulars,  trained  under  the  best  generals  of  <^^r' 
Europe.*    In  addition  to  this,  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  v-^ 
which  on  his  first  movement  down  the  lake,  could  be^^^- 
easily  transported  from  Crown  Point  to  Tioonderoga,  was 
such  as  to  make^an  attack  hazardous  in  the  extreme,  unless 
with  a  very  strong  army  of  disciplined  troops,  and  with  a 
sufficient  supply  of  heavy  ordnance,  neither  of  which 
Johnson  possessed.     That  he  was  sadly  defi.cient  in  the 
requisite  artillery,  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  following 
official  correspondence  between  himself  and  Captain  Wil- 
liam Eyfe,  who  was  chief  of  the  ordnance  department^  and 
considered  a  very  accomplished  and  skillful  officer  :■ 

General  Johnson  to  Oaptain  Eyre. 

"  Gamp  at  Lakb  GsoRaB,  Sept  29th,  1766, 
"  Sir :  I  desire  you  will  give  me  your  opinion  in  vniting 
whether  the  artillery  and  stores  thereunto  belonging  at  this 
oamp,  at  Fort  Edward,  and  left  on  the  road  between  si^id 
fort  and  Albany,  are,  according  to  the  late  intelligence  we 
have  received  relating  to  the  enemy,  sufficient  for  proceed- 
ing on  the  present  expedition. 

"I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

«WM.  JOHNSON. 

Capiam  Eyre  to  General  Johnson. 

"Lam  GBORaB,  Sept.  29ih,  1755. 
" Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  order  of  this  day,  to  know  my 
opinion  whether  the  artillery  and  stores  here,  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  on  the  road  from  Albany  to  the  last  mentioned 
place,  are  sufficient  to  proceed  against  Crown  Point,  I  an- 
swer NO,  upon  the  supposition  that  our  accounts  from  the 
French  are  to  be  depended  on;  as  this  infonna.tion  acquaints 
tls  that  they  have,  (meaning  the  enemy,)  thirty-three  pieces 
of  cannon,  many  of  them  16  and  24  pdrs.,  equal  or  nearly 

1  The  experienoe  of  Aberorombie,  in  1758,  in  attacking  the  breastworks 
erected  by  Montcalm  at  Tieonderoga,  shows  that  Johnson  did  weU  to  heei- 
Ute. 
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on^.  to  otir  24  and  82  pdrs.,  aod  also  thiiiy-five  mortars.  TSoW 
v-v^  our  strength  consists  of  four  battering  pieces,  viz :  twa 
"^-  82  pdrs.,  and  two  18  pdrs-,  two  12  pdrs.,  and  eight  6 
pdrs.,  besides  one  18  inch  mortar,  with  four  smaller  ones 
from  five  inch  and  a  half  diameter  to  seven  inches :  and 
add  to  this  a  scarcity  of  6  pd.  ball.  These  are  my  reasons 
for  determining  me  to  think  our  present  state  of  artillery 
not  sufficient. 

.  ^'lam.  Sir,  &c., 

"  WILL.  EYRE,  Engineer. 
<^N.  &    Onr  howitzers  split  during  the  late  engage- 
ment"^ 

It  was  the  duty  of  General  Johnson  to  be  guided  by 
this  advice  ;  and  had  he,  with  the  knowledge  of  this  state 
of  facts,  attempted  an  attack  on  Crown  Point  and  failed, 
the  caustic,  but  prejudiced  and  unreasonable  pen  of  the 
author  of  A  Letter  to  a  Noblenumy  would  hare  been  equally 
wielded  in  demonstrating  its  folly.  It  is  reasonable,  also, 
to  presume  that  a  general  on  the  spot,  with  a  knowledge  of 
tlie  means  at  his  command,  and  wkose  bravery  a&d  .  skill 
never  has  been  questioned,  should  have  been  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  an  attack,  than  a  civilian, 
comfortably  seated  in  his  easy  chair,  far  removed  from  the 
scene  of  operations. 

Want  of  energy  was  not  one  of  Johnson^  faults.  He 
was  anxious  to  proceed^  and  felt  annoyed  at  the  delay. 
Even  if  everything  otherwise  had  been  ftvorable^  the  lack 
of  suitable  means  for  transporting  hissupplies  was  sufficient 
to  retard  the  expedition  until  too  late  in  the  season  to 
advance.  "  Our  Expedition,"  he  writes,  "  is  like  to  be 
extremely  distressed  and  I  fear  fotally  retarded  for  the  want 
of  wagons.  The  people  of  the  county  of  Albany  and  the 
adjacent  counties,  hide  their  wagons  wotd  drive  away  their 
horses ;  most  of  the  wagoners  taken  into  this  service  have 
deserted ;  some  horses  are  quite  jaded,  and  some  few  killed 

1  This  oiBcial  maniiMript  ooiTMpoiideiioe»  wlki«h  I  have  found  among  the 
Johnson  manuscripts,  has  never  before  seen  the  light. 
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by  ibA  euemfy  and  several  nm  away.  Most  of  onr  pro-  ^^^* 
visioBs  are  at  Albany ;  a  great  part  of  our  ammunition  at'-v^ 
the  lower  camp,  and  all  our  bateaux,  except  a  hundred  and  ^^^ 
twenty*  To  bring  a  suffident  quantity  of  proYisione  here, 
and  all  other  necessaries  for  an  embarkation  up<»i  the  lake 
in  due  time,  will  require  four  or  five  hundred  wagons  at 
least  I  have  written  to  the  mayor  and  magistrates  of 
Albany,  and  sent  them  an  impress  warrant  and  called  upon 
a  special  commission  to  an  active  officer  to  superintend 
and  dispatch  the  wagons.  I  sept,  some  Hme  ago^  a  posi- 
tive order  to  all  the  commissaries  at  Albany  to  forward  all 
the  provisions  and  stores  in  their  hands ;  since  which  we 
have  only  sixty  wagons^  none  of  which,  as  I  can  find,  were 
dispatched  by  the  New  York  commissaries,  who  being 
livers  in  Albany,  and  men  in  power  there,  might,  I  appre- 
hend, if  they  had  properly  exerted  themselves,  have  for- 
warded the  common  cause  very  much  with  regard  to 
wagons.  We  had  not  above  two  days  allowance  of  bread 
in  camp,  when  these  sixty  wagons  arrived,  and  I  hear  they 
are  short  at  the  other  fort."  ^ 

Thus  hampered  by  the  remissness  of  contractors,  whom 
no  ej^ertions  on  his  p^  could  stimulate  into  activity,  all 
the  general  could  do  w^  to  employ  his  men  in  erecting  a 
fort,  hoping  by  this  course  to  prevent  any  insubordination 
that  might  arise  through  idleness.  He  was  moreover, 
unwilling  to  have  his  retreat  cut  off  by  way  of  "Wood  creek, 
in  case  he  was  unsuccessftil,  by  not  having  an  open  com- 
munication with  Fort  Edward  and  Albany.  Boldness 
alone  does  not  constitute  a  good  soldier,  and  he  who 
neglects  to  provide  for  every  foreseen  contingency,  is  defi- 
cient in  the  first  requisite  for  a  good  general 

Although  General  Johnson,  owing  to  causey  over  which 
he  had  no  control,  was  unsuccessful  in  the  original  object 
of  the  expedition,  yet  his  services  were  appreciated  both  by 
the  crown  and  by  the  people  of  his  own  pjrovince ;  the 
former  creating  him  in  November  a  baronet  of   Great 

1  Oea.  Johnson  to  Sir  d^arlea  Hardj,  SepL  16tb,  1766. 
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(^AP.  Britain,  ^  and  the  latter  greeting  him  with  an  illnminatioh 
s-v^  and  a  trinmphal  procession  on  his  arrival  at  New  York 
^^^^  the  last  of  December.    Parliament,   also,  voted  him  its 

thanks  for  his  victoiy,  together  with  the  handsome  sum  of 

five  thousand  pounds. ' 

The  action  of  the  eighth  of  September,  so  far  as  concemB 
the  number  of  men  engaged,  was  not  a  great  battle ;  but 
when  viewed  in  its  immediate  strategical  results,  it 
well  deserves  a  prominent  place  among  the  battles  of 
American  history.  The  Rev.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer, 
in  his  admirable  discourse  upon  the  battle  of  Lake  George, 
thus  sums  up  its  results : 

"  L  The  battle  of  Lake  George  is  memorable  in  defeat- 
ing a  well  laid,  dangerous  scheme  of  the  epemy,  and  in 
saving  the  province  from  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  desola- 
tion. If  Dieskau  had  succeeded  in  overthrowing  Johnson 
in  his  entrenchments,  his  advance  upon  Fort  Edward  would 
have  been  easily  successful,  and  thence  his  march  to  Albany 
would  have  been  triumphant.  Old  Hendrik,  at  the  con- 
vention of  the  preceding  year,  had  warned  the  province  of 
its  danger.  "  You  are  without  any  fortifications,"  said  he ; 
"  It  is  but  a  step  from  Canada  hither,  and  the  French  may 
easily  come  and  turn  you  out  of  doors."  The  conflagra- 
tion of  our  northern  settleniients  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  desolation  of  Albany  and  Schenectady ;  and 
although  Dieskau  must  have  soon  been  compelled  to 
retreat,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  bloodshed,  plunder, 
and  general  losses  which  might  have  taken  place,  had  not 
God  ordered  it  otherwise,  fiis  providence  was  on  our 
side.  The  victory  of  Lake  George  undoubtedly  rescued 
the  province  from  injury  and  woe  beyond  computation ; 
considered,  therefore,  in  its  immediate  strategical  results, 
the  battle  was  one  of  the  important  engagements  in  Ameri- 
can history. 

1  Johnson's  baronetey  dates  fVom  Not.  27ih,  1756. 
'For  the  manner  in  which  Johnson  InTested  the  X&OOO,   the  ourions 
reader  is  referred  to  manuscript  lettw  in  Appendix  Yii. 
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^^  II.  The  battle  of  Lake  George  is  remarkable  for  Us  iaftu^  chap. 
eni(»  in  rallying  the  spirit  of  ti^  American  eciomea.  Much  had  w^-^ 
been  expected  from  the  three  expeditions  sent  against  the  ^'^^^' 
French ;  but  disappointment  and  sorrow  had  already  fol- 
lowed Braddock's  terrible  defeat.  It  was  more  than  the 
moaning  of  the  forest  pine  in  the  ears  of  the  solitary 
traveler ;  it  was  the  blaze  of  lightning  falling  upon  the 
mountain  oak  in  his  very  path,  followed  by  the  crash  of 
thunder.  All  the  provinces  were  amazed,  awenBtruok,  pa* 
ralyzed  for  a  time ;  but  recovering  from  the  first  shock  of 
the  calamity,  they  were  aroused  to  avenge  their  loss.  Their 
hopes  were  turned  to  Lake  George  and  Niagara,  and  not 
in  vain.  Johnson's  victory  was  received  as  the  precursor 
of  a  recovered  military  position  and  fame,  and  was  hailed 
as  the  means  of  deliverapce  from  a  bold  and  cruel  foe. 
Few  battles  ever  produced  more  immediate  results  in 
rekindling  military  and  migi;ial  enthusiasm.  Congratulf^ 
tions  poured  in  uppn  General  Johnsoii  from  every  quarter. 
Not  only  were  the  colonies  filled  with  rejoicing,  but  the 
influence  of  the  triumph  went  over  to  England,  and  the 
deeds  of  our  fathers  at  the  camp  of  Lake  George  became 
familiar  to  the  ears  of  royalty,  and  were  applauded  by  the 
eloquence  pf  parliament.  The  morfil  effects  of  a  battle  in 
which  the  forces  arrayed  agam^t  each  other  were  com- 
paratively small  have  rarely  been  greater  and  more  decided 
in  the  whple  range  of  military  annals. 

"  nL  Viewed  simply  in  a  military  «^$pect,  the  battle  of 
Lake  George  was  the  anlj/  successful  ocfiieveTnent  within  the 
thirteen  colonies,  during  the  campaign  of  1755;  which  is  another 
item  of  its  various  renown.  Braddock's  defeat  on  the 
Monongahela,  and  Shirley's  retreat  from  Oswego,  brought 
ruin  upon  the  expeditions  frtuoied  for  the  reduction  of  Forts 
Duquesne  and  Niagara.  Although  the  northern  expedition 
failed  in  its  object  of  reducing  Fort  Frederick,  it  had  a 
show  of  glory  in  the  brilliant  success  of  a  hard  fought 
battle.  Success  in  one  direction  often  overbalances  dis- 
appointment in  another.    The  victory  of  General  Johnson 
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CHAP.  wftB  the  great  event  of  the  campaigii  of  1755,  solitary  in 
wy^the  honors  of  itB  militaiy  triumph,  and  shining  out,  bright 
^^^  as  Mars,  fix>m  the  clouds  of  mght 

^*  IV.  The  victory  of  Lake  George  occunred  in  a  series 
of  campaigns  that  eTKiCet/.m  ih$  couqusat  qf  Ootnada  and  of  tiie 
vaUejf  of  the  great  weaL  Here,  in  Uie  forest,  was  the  base  of 
a  line  of  operations  on  which  were  wrought  out  great 
problems  of  war.  The  mountains  of  the  lake  were  land^ 
marks  to  conduct  our  armies  from  summit  to  summit  of 
achievement,  until,  passing  over  all  barriers,  they  found 
their  resting  place  in  the  valleys  of  Bt  Lawrence  and  Mis* 
sissippi.  Unknown  results  of  territorial  acquisition,  and 
of  political  and  religious  destiny,  lay  concealed  in  the 
expedition  which  started  for  the  capture  of  a  single  fort  on 
Lake  Champlain  and  for  the  defence  of  tibe  limited  bounds 
ary  line  of  a  province.  Ood  disposes  of  man's  pix>po8als. 
The  lucid  purposes  of  an  aU-comprehensive  providence,, 
undiscemible  by  mortal  eyesj  are  brought  to  pass  by  the 
majestic  developments  of  events  apparently  remote  in  their 
relations  as  trivial  in  magnitude.  The  American  victory 
of  Lake  George  was  not  an  isolated  item  of  one  campaign* 
It  was  more  than  a  simple  triumph-in  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness,— ^a  military  achievement  of  the  New  England  and 
New  York  yeomamy  which  saved  tiiemselves  from 
destruction.  Far  higher  its  moral,  political  and  warlike 
connections.  It  headed  a  series  of  eruccesses  that  were 
followed  by  the  gain  of  kingdoms.  It  animated  the  deter- 
mination of  the  country  to  take  decisive  measures  for 
deliverance  from  French  aggressions  and  agitations. 
^<  Canada,  my  lord"  wrote  a  ifistinguished  New  Yorker^ 
in  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  ^'  Canada, 
must  be  demolished, — Delenda  est  Carthago^ — of  we  are 
undone."  ^  The  result  was  notanticipated  attiie  beginning, 
but  the  natural  tendency  of  the  contest  was  the  overthrow 
of  French  dominion  on  the  continent.  Johnson's  victory 
had  a  true  influence  of  relation  to  this  end.    As  the  south- 

1  Review  of  military  operations. 
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ern  inlet  near  Fort  George  joins  itself  to  the  lake,  whose  cmij». 
waters  flow  to  the  north,  and,  tossed  over  cascades  andw,^— / 
waterfalls,  pass  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  the  expedition  of  ^756. 
1755;  identifying  itself  with  a  vast  expanse  of  agencies, 
pressed  forward  the  natural  current  of  its  direction, 
over  the  rocks  amd  reverses  of  campidgys,  into  Canada. 
But  Canada  was  only  a  part  of  the  great  acquisitions  of 
the  war.  The  whole  nbi-thwest  was  wrested  from  France, 
together  with  the  valley  of  the  Missifisippi  lying  easterly 
of  that  river,  with  the  exceptioo  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 
^<V.  The  hattle  oS  Lake  George  waa  fartheimore 
memorable  m  its  suggesiiona  of  pnmneial  pnnwessy  mid  Us 
lessons  of  tDorfare  io  ike  eok/mes  freparaiary  toJhmr  ibdepsr- 
MBKOS.  The  bfttde  waa  fought  hy  provincial  troops,  and 
chiefly  by  the  hardy  00ns  of  glorious  liTew  Eoglaiid.  The 
veteran  regulars  of  Old  EAglaad  had  been  beaten  in  the 
forests  of  western  Pennsylvania,  or  remained  inactive  in 
the  Ifiagara  expedition*  Throtigh  seme  wnaoocmntable 
cause,  tiie  expedition,  which  was  on  tiie  direct  fine  of 
Canada,  and  nearest  to  the  French  reinfoiioemeats,  known 
to  be  at  hand,  was  consigned  to  the  exclusive  oaro  of  native 
colonial  soldiers;  and  bravely  did  they  do  their  daty« 
On  these  shores  provincial  prowess  fdgnaliaed  ite  setf«riying 
and  unaided  capabilitieB;  and  in  thi»  battle  and  in  this 
war  the  colonies  practically  learned  tiie  valuB  of  imicn  and 
the  unconquerable  energies  of  1^  free  people.  Putnam 
and  Btark,  and  Pomeroy,  came  here,  as  to  a  militarf 
academy,  to  acquire  the  art  of  warfi^ e ;  and  tiiey  all  exer- 
cised theiT  experience  at  Bunkep  Hilh  CkiOi^ge  Wa^^Bjg- 
ton  himself,  as  a  military  man,  was  nurtured  for  .Ajneniea 
and  the  world  amid  the  ibreste  of  theAHeghanieaand  the 
rifles  and  tomahawks  of  these  French  and  Indian  «tr«ggleii 
Lake  George  and  Saratoga  are  contiguei»  not  merely  in 
territory,  but  in  heroic  association.  CorrelatWd  idaaa, 
evolved  under  vai*ying  circumstances,  they  are  proo^  of 
the  same  spirit  of  liberty,  the  same  strong  enefgy^df  pur^- 
pose.** 

67 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

1755—1766. 

^^*  The  news  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  was  to  take  the  reins 
'  of  government  arrived,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  De  Lan- 
cey  party,  early  in  March,  but  it  was  not  until  the  third  of 
September  that  the  nfew  governor  landed  in  New  York. 
The  ship  of  war  in  which  he  came  anchored  in  the  harbor 
upon  the  second,  but  the  lieutenant  governor  detained  him 
on  board  until  the  next  day,  under  the  pretence  that  the 
military  were  not  quite  ready  td  receive  him ;  but  in  reality 
that  he  might  have  an  evening  with  him  alone  to  secure 
him  to  the  interests  of  his  faction. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  the  one  whom  the  ministry  had  selected 
to  succeed  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  was,  like  Clinton,  an  unlet- 
tered British  admiral ;  and  he  had  not  landed  long,  before 
it  became  apparent  that  like  him  also,  he  had  not  sufficient 
executive  talent  to  govern  without  a  leader.  He  therefore 
soon  resigned  himself  into  the  hand^  of  Mr.  De  Lancey, 
who  thus  forthethird  timebecame.governor.^  His  first  mes- 
sage to  the  assembly  on  the  fourth — ^three  days  after  that 
body  had  been  convened  and  opened  by  Mr.  De  Lancey, — 
fully  endorsed  the  message  of  the  latter;  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  the  energy  which  they  had  shown  in  granting 
supplies ;  and  closed  with  complimenting  the  lieutenant 
governor,  who,  said  he,  ^'  from  his  attachment  to  his  majesty's 
service,  and  great  knowledge  of  the  country,  has  laid  this 
matter  before  you  in  a  way  that  leaves  me  nothing  to  require, 
but  that  you  would  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  on  the 
matters  recommended  in  his  message.'' 

The  house,  however,  resolved  on  the  fifth,  that  the  season 

1  Smith. 
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was  too  far  advanced  to  raise  men  in  time  for  the  expedition  otap. 
against  Crown  Point;  but  as  it  understood  that  Con-v-v-^ 
nectieut  was  actually  raising  for  General  Johnson's  army  ^^^' 
two  thousand  men,  who  from  the  forwardness  of  the  levies 
could  reasonably  be  expected  to  reach  that  general  in  time 
for  action,  it  would  contribute  eight  thousand  pounds 
toward  their  equipment.  ^  In  order  that  this  resolve  might 
not  seem  to  be  dictated  by  a  refractory  spirit,  the  house  on 
the  eleventh  sent  up  to  the  new  governor  an  address 
couched  in  the  most  courteous  language,  in  which,  after 
congratulating  him  upon  his  safe  arrival,  it  assured  him 
that  the  great  regard  his  most  sacred  majesty  had  shown 
his  loyal  colony  by  appointing  a  gentleman  of  his  excel-? 
lency's  upright  character  to  preside  over  it,  was  a  happy 
presage  of  its  future  prosperity ;  "  and  your  excellency  may 
be  confident  of  meeting  with  all  the  assistance  for  attaining 
that  most  desired  end,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  dntiful 
people  to  give/'  He  was  also  informed  in  this  same  mes- 
sage, of  the  custom,  usual  upon  the  arrival  of  a  new 
governor,  of  dissolving  the  assembly  and  issuing  writs  for 
a  new  election  ;  and  that  if  he  thought  that  such  a  measure, 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  would  be  consistent  with  his 
majesty's  service,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them,  and  to  the 
people  whom  they  had  the  honor  to  represent^  The 
governor,  in  his  answer  on  the  ninth,  thanked  them  for  these 
expressions  of  good  feeling,  assuring  him  as  they  did,  that 
a  governor  who  made  the  3?irelfare  of  the  colony  the  rule 
of  his  conduct,  would  always  meet  with  their  confidence 
and  assistance.  "Whatever  may  appear,'*  he  added, 
^^  advisable  at  this  juncture,  for  the  peace  and  good  of  the 
province,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  honor  that  must 
redound  to  you,  gentlemen,  who  from  a  consciousness  of 
the  rectitude  of  your  conduct,  thus  refer  yourselves  to  the 
voice  of  the  people."  He  did  not,  however,  think  it 
advisable  to  dissolve  the  assembly ;  aud  after  passing,  on 

1  JonniaU  of  the  Ms«mblj. 
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^[l^.  the  eleventh,  the  bill  of  eight  thoosaBd  pounds  for  Coa, 

v-v— '  necticut,  he  prorogued  the  assembly. 

1765.  rphe  day  after  the  prorogation,  a  letter  from  Calonel  Blan- 
chard  was  received  by  Sir  Charjlesy  infonxiing  him  in  general 
teims  of  the  action  of  the  eighth  of  September ;  ^  but  it  was 
not  until  the  fourteenth,  that  his  exceUency  communicated  to 
his  council  a  letter  of  the  tenth  instant  from  Peter  Wraxall,' 
aid-de-camp  to  General  Johnson,  containing  a  full  account 
of  the  defeat  of  the  French  i^^ny  and  the  capture  of  ita 
general.  At  the  same  tune  he  laid  before  the  board  lottos 
from  Governor  Weutworth  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
Phipps.  The  former  wrote  thatlSTew  Hampshire  had  passed 
an  act  for  raising  three  hundred  men  for  the  Orown  Point 
expedition ;  and  the  latter  informed  him  that  Massachn- 
setts  had  already  in  tjhe  field  two  thousand  men  in  addition 
to  their  former  quota  of  eight  hundred,  raised  for  the  same 
ol^ect  These  letters  were  aeoom^panied  by  a  suggestion 
from  the  executive  that  ims  these  additional  reinforcements 
might  occasion  a  Bc^foiiy  of  provisions  among  the  troops, 
it  would  be  well  to  send  at  once  to  Albany  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  stores.  Acting  upon  this  hint,  the  council  directed 
Mr.  Oliver  De  Laneey  to  foi^^ard  the  requisite  supplies,  and 
to  purchase^  and  send  to  Albany  three  hundred  muskets, 
in  addition  to  those  belonging  to  th^  province  which  were 
already  in  hid  hands.  After  some  further  snggestions 
Tmp^o&ng  the  health  of  the  city  in  his  absence^  the 
governor,  having  appointed  Thursday,  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber, as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  for  the  defeat  of  the 
enemy,  sailed  for  ^bany  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. ' 
The  governor's  object  in  going  to  Albany  at  this  time, 
was,  that  being  nearer  the  seat  of  opejration^  he  might  be 
better  able  to  hasten  the  supplies  delayed  by  the  remissness 

■TM  I        ■     ■ *  I    ■    ■  I  !■>         *    '  *"^        •      '     ■ 

1  Mannsoript  letter :  GoldBbrow  Banyar  to  JohQ9on,  Sept.  13,  1756. 

'Afterward  private  secretary  to  Johnson.    He  died  Jfnlj  llth»  1759. 

*  Manuscript  letter :  Banjar  to  Johnson.  Sir  Charles  1H»  aocompanied 
on  this  Toyage  bj  Be  Lancej,  Horsmanden,  Entherford  and  Pownal,  the 
first  three  being  members  of  his  oounoil. 
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of  tile  Albany  atrthorities,  and  penBonally  superintend  theo^. 
forwarding  of  the  Connecticut  troops.    His  visit,  however,  s*.^^ 
accomplished  little ;  and  having  concerted  measures  with  ^^^ 
the  Massachusetts  aad  Connecticut  commissioners  respect- 
ing the  garrisoning  of  Forts  Edward  and  William  Henry^ 
and  giving  a  few  general  ord^s  to  the  militia  officers  to 
hold  themselves  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  he 
returned  to  the  city  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  November. 

The  governor  met  his  ass^nbly  on  the  second  of  Decem- 
ber, and  in  his  message  the  day  following,  announced  the 
victory  of  GeneralJofanson  over  Baron  Dieskau.  Although 
the  expedition  had  not  been  attended  with  those  important 
results  which  he  had  hoped  for,  yet  it  had  been  productive 
of  mtid^L  benefit  The  two  forts  which  had  been  con^stmcted 
at  the  great  carrying  plaos  and  the  head  of  Lake  George, 
would  not  only  facilitate  any  future  attempt  upon  tiaot 
French  in  tibat  direction,  but,  if  properly  garrisoned,  add 
greatly  to  the  securtly  of  the  frontier.  In  the  same  mea^ 
sage,  Sir  Charles  made  public,  for  the  first  time,  the  disa* 
greeable  instructions  with  whidi  he  had  been  charged  by 
the  ministry;  and  therefore  now  demanded,  in  tiie  name 
of  the  king,  ih«  passage  of  a  law  for  settling  a  permanent 
revenue  on  a  solid  foundation-nsaid  law  to  be  ind^bdk  and 
wUlmU  UxkitaHcn  €f  tifiie»^tor  salaries  of  governors^  jndges^ 
and  all  the  necessary  charges  of  the  government  A^^ 
moi^over,  the  two  forts,  erected  by  the  provincial  army,  wer«^ 
to  be  garrisoned  with  troops  raised  by  each  province,  he 
recommended  an  immediate  provision  for  th^  quota  of  the 
expenses  incident  to  this  service. 

In  their  answer,  on  the  ninth,  the  assembly  applauded 
the  governor  in  the  warmest  terms  for  his  seal  in  promoting 
\he  expedition  against  Crown  Point  While  they  confessed 
that  the  success  of  that  expedition  had  not  equalled  their 
expectations,  yet  the  advantage  gained  by  General  John- 
son was  deserving  of  special  notice, — as  to  it  might  be 
ascribed  the  comparative  safety  of  the  frontier.  The 
measures,  also,  which  had  been  taken  in  erecting  and 
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CRAP,  properly  garrisoning  the  forts,  were,  in  their  estimation, 
w^^^well  judged;  and  the  executive  might  rest  assured  that 
^7*^-  they  would  not  fail  to  defray  their  portion  of  the  expense. 
To  that  part  of  the  message  demanding  an  unlimited  sup* 
port,  their  answer  was  in  singular  contrast  to  the  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Clinton's  similar  request  had  been  mot 
"We  wish,"  they  courteously  replied,  **we  could  with 
equal  satisfaction,  reconcile  to  ourselves  your  excellency's 
recommendation  of  an  indefinite  support;  but  humbly 
beg  leave  to  inform  your  excellency  that  we  have  no  per- 
manent funds  on  which  to  establish  such  a  revenue ;  nor  do 
any  occur  to  usy  vrithxnU  very  apparent  inconveniences  to  our  con- 
stUuents.  We  therefore  most  humbly  trust  that  we  shall 
stand  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  our  mostgradoussovereigo, 
tf  we  decline  a  measure  so  direcUy  opposiie  to  the  senUmentft  of 
almost  even/  mdmiual  of  the  colony" 

The  quiet  indifference  with  which  the  demand  for  an 
indefinite  support  was  thus  met,  is  ascribed  by  Mn  Liv- 
ingston to  the  influence  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  who, 
having  a  large  sum  due  him  for  past  services,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  which  the  governor's  consent  would  be  necessary, 
thought  it  best  to  treat  Sir  Charles  in  a  different  manner 
and  mth  more  leniency  than  his  predecessor.  While,  how- 
ever, .considerable  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  rancor 
af  that  writer  toward  his  political  opponents,  yet  it  is 
certain  that  there  was  a  marked  change  in  the  course  puiv 
sued  by  Mr.  DeLancey ; — ^a  course,  moreover,  in  which  he 
was  aided  by  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  himself,  who,  pre- 
ferring the  ease  and  emoluments. of  office  to  the  bitteme^ 
of  party  strife,  soothed  the  assembly.  ^<  with  hints  of  his 
disapprobation  of  the  orders  he  had  delivered  from  his 
master,  and  with  intimations  of  his  unwillingness  to  take 
umbrage  at  their  non-compliaqoe."  ^ 

The  history  of  this  year  would  be  incomplete  without 
some  reference  to  the  Indian  ravages  on  the  north-eastern 

ifimitli. 
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frontier.  The  provincial  army  under  General  Johnson,  chap- 
while  it  checked  incnrsionB  along  the  chain  of  posts  in  thcw^ 
north-western  portion  of  Maasachus^tts,  did  not  stop  the  ^7^^- 
forays  of  the  enemy  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  along 
the  New  Hampshire  border.  From  the  St  Lawrence  to 
the  Connecticut  river,  an  easy  communication  by  Lake 
Memphremagog  was  open  to  the  St  Francis  Lidians,  of 
which  they  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  Li  Eeene, 
the  fort  was  attacked,  and  though  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
yet  in  their  retreat  they  bifmed  several  houses,  slaughtered 
many  cattle,  and  killed  two  men. '  Near  Fort  Dummer,  a 
fortified  house  was  entered  in  the  evening,  through  strategy, 
by  a  party  of  Lidians,  and  aU  of  its  inmates  captured  and 
conveyed  to  Crown  Point  Many  of  the  St  Francis 
Indians  were  in  the  army  of  Bieskau,  and  their  defeat 
stimulated  them  the  more  to  deeds  of  increased  ferocily.  * 
Their  incursions  at  l^igth  grew  so  frequent,  that  the 
government  of  ITew  Hampshire  was  appealed  to  for  a  body 
of  troops  to  protect  the  frontier.  This  appeal  being 
received  with  indifference,  application  was  next  made  to 
Massachusetts  with  more  success ;  and  a  body  of  troops 
was  sent  ta  the  aid  of  the  settlers,  and  the  posts  on  the 
Connecticut  supplied  with  small  garrisons.'  Notwith- 
standing this,  however,  armed  bands  of  Lidians  continued 
to  infest  the  woods,  lying  close  by  day,  only  to  wield  the 
hatchet  with  more  fatal  effect  by  night  Numerous  were 
the  midnight  alarms,  the  individual  murders,  the  burning 
dwellings.  Farmers  gathered  their  harvests  in  terror,  or 
more  frequently  left  them  to  rot  untouched  upon  the  field ; 
so  that  in  several  instances  the  inhabitants  were  threatened 
with  starvation.  * 

While  the  soil  of  New  Hampshire  was  watered  with  the 
blood  of  her  settlers,  Governor  Shirley,  who,  by  the  death 

•Belknap. 
»  Hoyt. 
«Idem. 
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OT^.  of  General  Braddock,  had  become  commaiideivm-cliief  of 
wy-^  all  hia  majesty-s  forces  in  America,  arrived  in  New  Yoik 
1765.  ^e  second  of  December.  He  came  fix>m  Albany,  where 
he  had  been  engaged,  since  im  arrival  from  Oswego,  in 
forwarding  stores  and  mtmitioBfi  to  the  garris<»i  of  that 
post.  Always  in  la  buslle,  h^  never  made  progress;  and 
although  his  plans  were  iearible  and  oftea  brilliant  on 
paper,  yet  in  their  practical  workinga  they  were  sadly 
defldent.  His  magnificent  scheme  for  the  captnre  of 
Niagara  having  fiiiled,  the  winter  eonld  not  pass  without 
his  ** revolving  in  his  busy. mind"  anothar  expedition 
against  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  in  New 
York,  he  immediately  summoned  a  grand  congress  of 
provincial  governors  to  m«et  on  the  twel£th,  to  diaeues  a 
plan  of  operations  for  the  nekt  year-s  eampaij^.  ^ 

The  congress  was  opened  by  Mr.  Shirley  with  an  elabo- 
rate and  strongly  written  statement  of  the  importance  of 
Oswego,  both  as  a  militaiy  harbor,  and  as  being  sititated 
in  the  country  of  the  Onondagas,  the  center  canton  of  the 
Confedelracy.  Should  that  post  be  lo<3t,  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence would  be,  ^Hhe  defection  of  the  SizNaiionSy  the 
loss  6f  the  whole  country,  for  nearly  three  hundred  miles 
from  Oerwego  to  Bdienectady,  and  perhi^pB  the  redaction 
of  Albany  itself.*'  Nor  should  he  be  surprised  to  bear  any 
day  of  its  capture,  6o  longae  ihe  French  held  Fort  Fron- 
tenac,'*-^e  possesmon  of  wfaicSi,  eBabUag  them  to  build 
and  maintain  <' vessels  of  force"  upon  the  lake.  Indeed, 
he  already  had  reliable  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
now  constructing  three  large  v^iMels  in  the  harbor  of  Fron- 
tenac.  ^fi^^nce,'*  oooduded  Mr.  8hiiley,  <' could  the 
French  be  dislodged  from  that  post  and  the  litde  fort  at 
Toronto ;  and  their  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  obstructed, 
all  theit*  6ther  forts  and  settlements  on  the  Ohio  and  the 

I  This  ooQAoU  was  oompofled  of  OoTomor  SMrley,  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
Mr.  Fitch  of  Connecticat,  Mr.  Sharp  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Morrfs  of  Ponn* 
syWaiiia,  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  Colonel  Pnnbar,  Major  GraTen^  Ht^or 
Rutherford  and  Sir  John  St.  Clair. 
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western  lakes,  would  be  deprived  of  their  support  from  ctjaf- 
Canada,  and  must  ere  long  be  evacujyted."  w^— » 

Having  thus  prepared  lie  members  of  the  ^songress  to  ^^^ 
regard  his  projects  with  favor,  Mr.  Shirley  laid  before 
them  his  plan  of  operations.  Five  thousand  men  wi^e  ix> 
rcndeavaus  early  in  the  spring  «t  Oswego,  whence  the  forts 
at  Niagara  and  IVontenac  were  to  be  attack^,  aad  ^f 
C€urse  taken  ;  three  thousand  provincials  were  to  march  at 
the  samie  time,  by  way  of  Will's  -creek,  upon  Fort  Du- 
quesne ;  and  simultaneously  with  both  these  exx)edi4ionB, 
ten  thousand  troops  were  to  proceed  against  Oown  Point, 
and  having  reduced  that  fort,  erect  a  regular  fortification  in 
its  place,  and  build  and  launch  seven  war  vessels  upon  the 
lake.  In  addition  to  this  large  force,  two  thousand  men 
were  to  march  up  the  Kennebec,  lay  waste  with  fire  and 
sword  the  French  settlements  on  the  Chaudi^re,  and  pen- 
etrate to  within  three  miles  of  Quebec.  Thus  menaced  at 
all  points,  disturbed  and  distracted,  Canada  nmstsuccumib, 
and  the  governor's  long  cherished  prefect  of  expelling  the 
French  from  Canada,  would  be  accomplished !  Propane 
loty,  however,  to  the  successfol  prosecution  of  the 
spring  campaign,  he  proposed  to  take  advanta^  of  the 
freezing  of  the  lake  and  attack  Ticonderoga,  which,  from 
the  weakness  df  its  garrison,  he  was  sanguine  could  be 
captured.  This  plan  appeared  so  feasible,  and  was  withal 
so  confidently  stated,  that  in  its  chief  featurea  it  met  with 
the  almost  unanimous  approval  6f  the  oongresa.  Sharpe, 
the  lieutefnant-governor  of  Maryland,  alone auguredill  for 
the  success  of  the  scheme.  <<We  ehaU  have  good  reason 
to  sing  Te  Beum,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  campiugn,"  he 
wrote,  ^^  if  matters  are  not  then  in  a  worse  situiation  than 
they  are  at  present."  He,  however,  yielded  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority ;  and  Major  Buthei^ri  and  Captain  Staats 
Morris  were  dispatched  to  England,  to  lay  the  plan  before 
the  ministry.  The  business  which  had  brought  the 
governors  together  being  finished,  they  returned  to  their 
several  provinces,  leaving  Shirley  in  New  York,  bunly 

68 
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CRAF.  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  win  the  assembly's  countenance 

w^^  to  his  winter  expeditmn. 

1766.  Success,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  is  always  the 
criterion  of  an  able  chieftain ;  and  however  fair  and  plausi- 
ble the  plan  appeared  upon  paper,  yet  its  author  had 
invariably  been  so  unsuccessful  in  all  his  military  under- 
takings, that  the  assembly  looked  coldly  upon  the  design 
against  Ticonderoga,  and  refused  to  appropriate  anything 
for  that  object.  Finding  his  measures  feebly  supported, 
Governor  Shirley  in  disgust  returned  soon  after  the  holi- 
days to  his  own  province,  to  induce  it  to  assist  him  in  his 
winter  expedition,  and  receive  from  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton a  balm  for  his  wounded  feelings  in  the  form  of  an  ova- 
tion, gotten  up  as  an  ofiset  to  the  one  lately  given  to  Sir 
William  Johnson  in  New  York. 

Sir  William  Johnson  spent  most  of  January  in  New 
York,  during  which  month,  a  tart  correspondence  was  held 
between  himself  and  Governor  Shirley  respecting  his  com- 
mission as  agent  of  Indian  affairs.  It  has  been  seen  that 
the  Baronet,  holding  his  commission  from  General  Brad- 
dock,  had  long  chafed  under  the  interference  of  Shirley ; 
and  the  reception  by  him  at  this  time  of  a  new  commission 
and  instructions  from  the  latter,  determined  him  to  bring 
the  matter  to  a  definite  understanding  at  once.  K  he  held 
any  commisdion  in  future  it  wafi  his  wish  to  hold  it  directly 
from  the  crown,  and  until  this  point  was  settled,  he  prefer- 
ed  to  act,  if  he  acted  at  all,  under  the  one  which  he  then 
held  from  General  Braddock.  ^'  With  relation  to  the  new 
commission,''  he  writes,  ''which  your  excellency  has 
thought  proper  to  send  me,  I. must  beg  leave  to  observe 
to  your  excellency  that.  I  apprehend  the  late  General  Brad- 
dock's  commission  to  me  for  the  sole  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies, 
was  granted  in  consequence  of  the  royal  instructions,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  council  of  Alexandria,  of 
which  your  excellency  was  a  member,  and  that  it  remains 
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Btill  in  force.  Under  this  opinion,  I  do  not  conceive  the  ohar 
necessity  of  yonr  issuing  another  commission  tome,  orv-v^ 
that  I  can  consistently  accept  of  it*"  *  .  ^^^^ 

To  this  rejection  of  the  commission,  Shirley  objected, 
6n  the  ground  that  if  Braddock  had  given  him  such  a  com- 
mission  it  must  have  been  by  sinking  the  commission  £rom 
the  king,  which  his  majesty  had  sent  to  be  delivered  to 
him.  He  however  said  that  he  should  not  insist  on  his 
acting  under  ,a  commission  from  him,  and  thus  gave 
up  the  point,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Baronet,  who 
replied,  that  he  was  happy  his  excellency  hod  thought  it 
advisable  that  he  should  not  act  under  his  commission,  as 
otherwise  he  comld  not  possibly  have  executed  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  nor  do  that  service  which  the  public  cause 
required.  "  Your  excellency,"  added  the  Baronet,  "  as 
commander  in  chief  has  an  undoubted  right  to  direct  the 
measures  of  this  his  majesty's  service,  and  to  send  me 
your  instructions  accordingly,  which  I  shall  think  it  my 
duty  to  obey,  but  how  fer  at  each  particular  juncture,  and 
upon  each  particular  occasion,  and  in  what  peculiar  man- 
ner, I  may  be  able  to  manage,  and  persuade  the  six  Confed- 
erate nations  (who  tho*  allies  to  the  British  crown  are  veiy 
jealous  of  being  thought  dependent  upon  us)  to  engage  in 
this  or  that  measure,  must,  I  conceive,  while  I  have  the 
management  of  their  aiffairs,  be  left  to  my  conduct  and 
discretion,  without  which,  unless  your  excellency  conceives 
them  as  vassals,  you  must  know  that  no  one  can  manage 
their  affairs  properly ;  and  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  your  excellency,  that  there  are  now  agents  acting 
among  the  Confederate  Indians,  without  any  knowledge 
or  advice,  and  what  they  are  about  and  what  may  be  tlie 
consequence  of  their  measures,  I  cannot  answer  for.  I 
must  therefore  beg  that  your  excellency  give  orders  that 
they  be  withdrawn,  and  that  none  hereafter  be  sent  there, 
but  by  my  direction  or  recommendation."' 

iSir  WiUiam  Johnson  to  QoTernor  Shirley,  Jan.  8d,  1756. 
iSir  Wm.  Johnson  to  GoTernor  Shirley  5th,  January  1756. 
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CHAP.     In  ord^  however,  that  this  matter  might  be  settled  for 

wy^  the  future  on  a  permanent  basis,  the  Baronet  laid  the  whole 

1766.  ^^Q  before  the  lords  of  trade ;  the  result  of  which  was, 

that  in  July  he  received  through  Mr.  Secretaiy  Fox,  a 

commission  as  ^*  coLOsriL,  aobnt,  Aim  solb  supbbiktehdent 

OF  ALL  THB  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  SiX  NATIONS  AH!)  OTHER  KORTH- 

BRN  Ibdiaks,"  accompanied  with  a  salary  of  six  hundred 
pounds  per  annum.  At  the  same  time  instructions  came 
from  the  ministry  forbidding  each  northern  province  to 
transact  any  business  with  the  Indians.  The  Baronet  was 
thus  placed  on  the  indepmdent  footing  which  he  had  so 
long  desired;  and  the  entire  management  of  IndiBn  rela- 
tions was  given  into  his  hands,  '^  with  no  subordination 
but  to  London*" 
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Th«  adoption  of  the  pi^le-ft^eft  a»  a  eompKmMii  for  dbtmgaiahed 
serriees,  or  as  a  token  of  esteem,  has  ahrays  been  wnal  among  the 
Indian  tribes.  Dr.  Oadwallader  Ooldea  was  adopted  by  the  Mo- 
bawks.  The  late  doke  of  Nerthnmberknd,  who  served  as  Lord  I 
Fsrcj  in  the  Amerioan  Serelutiisft,  was  eraated  a  ehief  of  the  Six 
Natione  throngh  the  inilnenoe  of  Joseph  Brant,  wtfih  vhiMu  he  was 
on  tenu  of  warar  friandahip.  Washington  Lnring  was  adopted  into 
the  Hnron  ofauii  a  few  years  before  his  death ;  and  the  late  General 
Peter  B.  Porter  was  hmg  a  ohkf  ef  the  Seneoas  b(y  adoption, 
fldmand  Kean,  the  tragedian,  waa  also  adopted  by  the  Hnrona  of 
Lovslto  near  Quebeo. 

In  January,  1844,  the  late  Ooltfiel  Wm.  L.  Stone  was  adopted  by 
the  Seneoas,  at  a  faroud  eonnoil^  as  a  ehief  of  that  nation.  The 
letter  whioh  Mr.  Stone  retorned  m  repljy  to  the  eamplbnent^  shows 
so  mnch  good  feeling  as  weU  aa  appreoiatiott  of  the  honor,  that  his 
son  m^  be  pardoned  fer  introdneu^  it  in  this  plaee  in  fulL 

*^  To  the  Seneca$j  Chiefi  and  Warrhn  of  eX«  Sentca  Indians. 

Brothers :  I  have  been  toM  Khat  at  yoor  general  oonnet),  held  at 
Cattaraugns,  in  the  Moon  of  Jnthoo,  that  is,  in  January  last,  yon 
did  me  the  honor  to  mdLe  me  a  chief  of  the  Seneea  nation ;  and  I 
have  read  the  talk  made  by  jwxt  ehief  saehem,  Sahdegeoyes,  at 
that  time.  I  kn6w  by  the  histories  wMch  the  white  men  have 
written,  and  by  the  traditions  preserved  by  the  bells  hung  up  in 
your  council  house,  that  the  Senecas  have  always  been  a  brave 
nation.  When,  many  hundred  moons  ago,  the  Five  Natione  unfted 
to  be  one  people,  the  Seneoas  were  placed  at  the  western  door  of 
their  fong  house,  to  guard  it  from  all  the  fbes  that  might  come 
from  toward  the  setting  sun.  This  was  done  because  the  Seneoas 
never  sleep,  and  because  their  hatchets  were  always  sharp.  To  be 
known  as  a  Seneca,  therefore,  is  an  honor  which  I  accept  with 
pleasure. 
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Brothers :  When  the  first  great  canoe  of  the  vhite  man  arrired 
at  Man-narhatoh-ta-ninck,  (which  is  now  called  New  Yorkj 
although  it  created  great  surprise,  the  strangers  were  kindly 
receiyed.  You  gave  them  of  your  venison  to  eat,  and  spread  bea- 
ver skins  for  them  to  lie  down  upon.  When  the  big  canoe  arrived 
at  Albany^  you  all  resolved  to  take  the  best  care  of  it.  For  this 
purpose  it  was  agreed  to  tie  it.fnat  with  a  great  rope  to  one  of  the 
largest  trees  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Afterward,  fearing  that 
the  wind  would  blow  down  that  tree,  it  was  agreed  to  make  the 
rope  very  long,  and  tie  it  fast  at  the  great  council  fire  at  Onondaga, 
and  the  end  put  under  your  feet,  tbat  you  might  know  bj  ita shak- 
ing if  anything  touched  the  canoe;  in  which  case  you  all  agreed, 
Bs  one  man,  to  rise  up  and  see  what  was  the  itoatier.  After  this  a 
bond  of  friendship  was  formed  between  you  and  Gorlaer,  the 
governor  of  New  York,  with  which  he  was  so  well  pleased  that  he 
told  yoa  that  he  would  find  you  w  long  silver  chain,  which  would 
neither  break  nor  rust,  to  bifid  you  and  the  Engli^  together  in 
brothership,  that  yeur  peofde  and  they  should  be  as  of  one  head, 
and  one  heart,  and  one  blood  forover.  After  this  fiorm  agreement 
was  made,  our  forefathers,  finding  that  it  was  .goodj  and  foraeeing 
many  advantages  that  both  parties  would  reap  from  it,  ordered 
that  if  ever  that  silver  chain  should  become  rusty  in  the  least,,  or 
if  it  should  slip  or  break,  it  should  be  immediately  brightened  up 
again,  and  fiwtened  stronger  at  the  ends. 

Brothers :  These  were  the  doings  of  our  wise  forefathers.  Bat 
it  was  not  so  with  the  Freni^h,  who  also  came  across  the  great 
water,  and  paddled  their  canoes  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Cadaracqui. 
They  joined  your  enemies  the  Ottawas,  and  the  other  Indians  liv- 
ing about  Montreal,  and  were  ahrays  on  the.war-path  against  you, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  drive  you  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
But  the  Five  Nations  were  brave.  Their  brothers,  the  English, 
gave  them  guns  and  powder,  instead  of  the  bow  and  the  arrow ; 
and  the  warriors,  your  forefathers,  after  making  the  country  of  the 
Onondagas  and  Senecas.  fat  with  their  blood  when  they  came  against 
you  there,  followed  them  like  the  swift  winds  into  Canada,  and 
,made  red  .their  own  war-paths  even  down  to  Montreal  and  the 
gates  of  Quebec. . 

Brothers  :  Many  seasons  afterward,  when  the  old  thirteen  fami- 
lies of  English  colonies  had  become  men,  and  wished  to  kindle  fires 
and  hunt  venison  for  themselves,  the  king,  who  then  called   him- 
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self  your  father,  would  net  let  tkem.  But  he  had  been  kind  to 
you,  and  it  was  natural  that  you  should  take  the  hatchet  which  he 
put  into  your  hands  to  strike  us  on  the  head.  Tet,  although  the 
blood  of  your  warriors  had  run  like  water  on  the  ground  in  the 
cause  df  your  pretended  father,  when  he  found,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  put  out  the  thirteen  fireSi  and  agreed  to  smoke  the  pipe  of 
peaee  with  us,  he  forgot  his  red  children,  and  would  have  left  them 
without  wiping  away  thmr  tears  and  blood,  or  condoling  with  them 
for  their  dead,  or  leaying  them  ao  much  as  a  place  whereon  to 
spread  their  blankets,  or  to  kindle  fires  to  wann  their  old  men, 
their  women,  or  %hm  little  ones;  Then  it  was  that  your  Great 
Father  General  Washington,  made  a  new  chain  of  friendship  with 
his  red  children,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  one  end  of  which  was  &stened 
at  the  great  council  house  of  the  thiorteen  fires,  and  the  other  in 
the  Seneca  country,  because  the  great  fire  at  Onondaga  had  gone 
out.  Itour  new  father,  though  a  great  war  chief,  was  nevertheless 
a  lover  of  peaee.  He  saw  your  distress,  and  that  you  too  wanted 
peace.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  crowd  yon  from  your  seats,  but  left  you 
broad  hunting  grounds  with  game,  and  fields  to  plant  your  com. 
He  took  the  chiefs,  your  forefathers,  by  the  hand,  and  told  them  to 
use  the  tomahawk  no  more,  but  to  bury  it^  and  plant  a  tree  over  it, 
that  it  might  never  be  dug  up  again.  Brothers,  that  new  covenant 
chain  has  been  kept  strong  and  bright  ever  sinoe,  though  about 
thirty  years  ago  the  king  of  England  tried  to  break  it  But  yon 
kept  fast  hold  of  it,  and  when  his  troops  attempted  to  stop  up  all 
the  roads,  the  Seneoas  sent  their  brave  warriors  with  ours  across 
the  Niagara,  and  soon  made  them  open  them  again, 

Brotken :  The  h<mwt  you  have  oonferred  upon  me,  by  making 
me  one  of  your  chiefii,  has  reminded  me  of  these  facts  in  your 
ancient  history,  and  the  old  covenants  whic^have  so  long  subsisted 
between  your  ancestors  and  mine.  Holding  &st  that  covenant 
chain  whteh  was  made  last,  I  hope  we  may  speak  with  a  free  mind 
to  each  other.  Will  you  open  your  ears,  then,  brothers,  and  listen 
to  a  few  words  more  which  I  have  to  say  ? 

Brothers :  Listen  I  The  Great  Spirit  has  told  us  in  the  Good 
Book  which  he  has  given  his  children,  that  he  has  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men.  The  red  men  and  the  white  are  all  the 
same  flesh.  And  be  loves  his  red  children  as  well  as  he  does  the 
white.  When  we  are  in  sorrow,  if  we  ask  him,  he  is  always  ready 
to  make  ouz  hearte  glad.    When  we  are  called  to  weep,  he  will  dry 
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up  oar  tours.  The  red  men  amd  the  wkite  onght  therefore  to  kve 
one  ftDOtber,  and  do  all  the  good  they  eau  to  each  other.  The  fire 
of  amity  and  friendship  shonld  alimya  hUae  npos  the  hear^  ef 
their  covneil  hooBee,  their  ears  shieiild  ever  he  open  to  the  cries  of 
distressy  and  the  doors  of  their  lodges  to  the  £Mt  of  Ae  stranger. 

Bh)ihsr$:  The  Great  Spirit  g»?e  tiie  red  man  a  hroad  aad 
beaatiful  eottntry,  with  deep  forests  to  cover  yoa  from  the  heat  of 
the  SQD,  fiOed  with  game  fw  yoa  to  eat  when  yoa  wene  hongry,  aod 
to  clothe  yoo  in  fare  when  yo«  were  cold.  .  He  gave  you  clear 
springs  of  water  to  drink }  rivers  filled  with  fishes,  bright  lakes  for 
you  to  paddle  yonr  eanoes  apon,  and  flowers  to  make  the  air  sweet 
and  yonr  paths  beantifiil.  But  the  Great  BpSrit  did  not  mean 
that  you  should  always  be  hontera  The  first  maa  he  made  was  a 
red  man,  and  die  first  oommand  he  gave  him,  after  he  had  smned 
by  disobedtienoSj  was  to  oultivate  the  gresuad,  and  -te  make  his  eoa- 
dition  better  than  it  wonM  be  in  a  state  of  natore.  The  birds 
build  their  aeets,  and  the  bewrers  make  their  dams^  by  instinct. 
Bti^t  they  never  do  anything  bettor  than  they  do  at  first.  They  are 
always  the  same.  To  man^  the  Great  Spirit  has  given  reason.  He 
looks  to  him  iot  improvement.  And  ha  sent  the  whito  man  into 
your  country  to  teaeh  you  how  to  live  ia  a  better  W4y  than  by 
huaiittg  aad  eatohing  fulL,  He  sent  them  to  iostv net  yo^  how  to 
build  fine  houses  in  the  place  of  your  wigwame,  and  to  plant  fielde, 
and  cultivate  beantiftil  gmrdens,  aad  lay  out  orohatds  ef  delieioiis 
fruits  3 — ^to  teaeh  your  women  to  spin  and  weave  and  «w,  so  that 
you  might  live  comfortably  and  happily  by  y^ir  own  bright  fires, 
with  everything  deiightfel  around  you.  Aber*  all^  the  whits  man 
came  to  give  you  a  bettor  knowledge  of  the  Great  Spirity  to  teach 
you  to  read,  that  you  may  know  what  he  says  to  us^  and  to  write, 
so  that  you  can  breathe  your  thoughts  to  each  other  when  separated. 

Brothers  :  You  have  seen  from  what  i  h«re  told  yMi  about  the 
arrival  of  the  first  big  canoe,  and  the  oovesant  ebain  that  was 
made,  that  the  red  men  were  not  displeased  when  the  white  men 
first  came  among  them.  I  knew  that  the  whito  men  wen  then  few 
and  feeble,  and  that  you  were  many.  Now  they  have  become  like 
the  leaves  on  the  trees,  that  cannot  be  counted,  and  they  have 
pressed  hard  upon  your  seats.  What  is  Um  reason  of  this  great 
change  ?  Brothers^  the  white  men  have  grown  rich  and  strong  and 
many,  because  they  obey  the  Great  Spii4t  hi  tilling  the  ground. 
The  earth  is  the  mother  ef  the  red  man  and  the  white,  and  if  we 
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draw  our  sustenanoe  from  her  breast,  Bhe  will  bonntifully  supply 
OS  all  we  can  deeire.  Let  us  therefore  labor,  that  we  may  live  upon 
her  bounty,  and  when  weary  "recline  upon  her  bosom/' 

Brother$ :  There  are  bad  white  men  as  well  as  bad  Indians.  They 
oiften  come  to  you  with  forked  tongues  to  deceiye  you,  and  they  put 
the  fire-waters  to  your  lips  to  stupify,  that  they  may  cheat  you. 
But  the  Great  Spirit  is  angry  with  such.  He  did  not  make  the 
y  fire-waters,  but  gave  you  cool  sweet  springs  to  slake  your  thirsty 
and  if  you  will  drink  nothing  else,  and  be  industrious,  and  open 
schools  for  your  children,  although  your  seats  are  not  so  broad  as 
they  were  once,  you  may  still  become  happy  and  numerous  like  the 
white  men. 

Brothers :  I  haye  told  you  that  when  the  Groat  Spirit  made  man, 
he  placed  him  in  a  beautiful  garden,  to  till  and  dress  it;  and  he 
bouud  him  to  himself  by  a  golden  chain.  But  the  Spirit  of  Evil 
crept  into  that  garden  in  the  shape  of  a  serpent,  and  contrived  to 
break  that  chain.  The  Great  Spirit  then  sent  his  own  Son  to  make 
it  over,  and  wash  awa^  the  rust  that  had  got  on  it.  But  the  can- 
ker of  that  rust  was  so  deep  that  it  took  his  own  blood  to  make  it 
.bright  again.  Now  we  must  believe  in  that  Son,  and  do  as  he  has 
told  us  in  the  Good  Book ;  and  then,  when  the  Master  of  Breath 
shall  call  for  us,  he  will  take  us  up  to  the  fair  hunting  grounds 
through  clouds  bright  ts  fleeces  of  gold,  upon  a  ladder  as  beautiful 
as  the  rainbow,  where  we  shall  live  with  the  Mannitoes — the  hap- 
py spirits — ^forever  I 

Brothers :  My  talk  is  done.  I  am  proud  to  be  called  a  Seneca, 
to  be  numbered  among  a  people  who  have  raised  such  warriors  and 
orators  as  Old  Smoke  and  Tovmg  King,  the  Farmer's  Brother,  the 
Corn-Planter,  Sa-go-ye-wat-ha  and  Captain  Pollard,  and  a  long 
list  of  other  brave  chiefii  whose  names  I  cannot  remember,  but 
who  have  long  ago  been  called  away  by  the  Grert  Master  of  Breath. 
Brothers  adieu !  May  you  always  possess  your  minds  i|i  peace. 
I  am,  very  truly,  ftc.^  &c. 


To  the  Sachem,  SAHDsajBons, 
and  the  Chieft,  Gauooo,  and 
Ha-dta-no-do,  and  others. 
New  York,  AprU  15, 1844. 


WILLIAM  L.  STONP,  or 
.  Sa-go-^mtro-ta.^ 


I  That  is.  He  renders  their  name  eonflpi0f|pne,rF-in  other  words  an  histeriaa 
or  biofrapber.  * 
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A  Memorandum  /or  TriJUij  tent  to  London  for^  through   Captain 

Knox — by  Sir  WiUiamJohmon, 

February  19th,  1749-60. 

Two  TolnmeB  quarto  of  Mathematical  Elements  of  Natural 
PhUosophy,  confirmed  by  experimenta— or  an  introduction  to  Sir 
Isaac  Newton's  Philosophy ;  translated  into  English  by  the  late  J. 
T.  Desagnliers. 

Also  the  second  edition  of  Doctor  Desagnliers  Course  of  Experi- 
mental Philosophy,  adorned  with  78  copper  plates,  in  two  Tolumes 
quarto. 

Chambers  Dictionary,  2  volumes. 

Bakers  Microscope  made  easy. 

Ehodderick  Eandum. 

The  Gentleman's  Magazine,  from  December  1748  to  the  present 
time. 

The  Family  Magazine,  in  two  parts. 

An  Historical  Keview  of  the  Transactions  of  Europe  from  the 
Commencement  of  the  War  with  Spain. 

The  whole  ppoceedings  in  the  house  of  peers  against  <ihe  three 
condemned  lords. 

Amarylis,  a  new  musical  design,  well  bound. 

A  good  French  horn,  with  the  notes. 

A  good  common  hunting  horn. 

A  good  loud  trumpet. 

A  dozen  of  good  black  lead  pencils. 

1  lb.  of  best  red  sealing  wax. 

1  lb.  of  black  sealing  wax. 

2  Beams  of  good  common  writing  paper* 
200  lbs.  of  ground  white  lead* 

100  lbs.  of  good  red  lead. 

20  gallons  of  good  linseed  oil. 

A  good  globe  to  hang  in  the  hall  writh  Ughtw 

A  prism Some  prints  as — 

Titians  Loves  of  the  Gh>ds, 

Le  Bruns  Battles  of  Alexander. 

Some  numbers  of  Pousin's  Landscapes  by  Knapton.     % 

4  Seasons  by  Lancred. 

4  Prints  of  a  camp  by  Watteau. 

Some  numbers  of  Houbraken's  heads. 

The  pictures  of  some  of  the  best  running  horses  at  New  Market. 
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Ephraim  WtHiams. 

The  following  sketcli  of  this  gallant  officer,  is  taken  from  the  Bey 
Cortlandt  Van  Renselaer's  HLstorical  Discourse  of  the  Battle  or 
Lake  Oeoroe. 

Ephraim  Williams  was  descended  from  the  best  Puritan  ancestrj. 
He  was  always  enterprising.  Having  lost  his  parents  early  in 
Ifie,  he  was  brought  up  by  his  grandfather,  Abraham  Jackson.  In 
his  youth,  he  made  several  voyages  to  Europe,  visiting  England^ 
Spain,  and  Holland,  probably  for  commercial  purposes.  In  1744, 
he  was  made  captain  and  put  in  command  of  Fort  MassachusettSy 
in  the  western  part  of  the  province,  in  the  valley  of  the  Hoosic. 
After  the  war,  he  had  an  important  agency  in  settleing  that  section 
of  country.  At  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  of  1765,  he  wa« 
made  colonel,  and  commanded  the  third  Massachusetta  regiment. 
His  aide  was  William  Williams,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In. 
dependence. 

Colonel  Williams,  being  well  versed  in  warfare,  especially  with 
the  Indians,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  detachment  sent  out 
against  Dieskau'a  column.  .  Hi^  great  error  on  that  day  was  in  not 
sending  out  scouts.  Colonel  Williams  was  early  struck  with  a  ball 
through  the  head,  and  fell  dead  on  the  spot  Two  of  his  compan- 
ions immediately  concealed  the  body  from  the  8calping*knife  of  the 
advancing  Indians.  His  body  was  found  afler  the  battle,  unmuti- 
lated,  and  it  wag  buried  some  fifteen  or  twenty  rods  rods  southeast 
of  where  he  fell,  at  the  foot  of  "  a  huge  pine  beside  the  military 
road."  About  twenty  years  ago,  his  nephew.  Dr.  William  H. 
Williams,  of  Baleigh,  North  Carolina,  "  disenterred  and  carried  off 
the  skull."  The  ancient  pine  has  fallen,  but  the  stump  remains. 
Two  smaller  trees  have  sprung  &om  the  parent  stock,  and  still 
shade  the  place  of  burial.  E.  W.  B.  Canning,  Esq.,  who  super- 
intended the  erection  of  the  monument  on  the  part  of  the  alumni 
of  Williams  college,  and  who  explored  the  ground  carefully,  says  : 
"  Directed  by  an  aged  man,  who  dug  up  the  skull,  I  found  the 
grave,  and  had  it  refilled,  and  a  large  \>yramidal  boulder  set  over 
it,  with  the  inscription  E.  W.  1755." 

The  rock  on  which  Colonel  Williams  fell  is  now  surmounted  by 
a  marble  monument,  twelve  feet  high.  The  earth  has  been  exca- 
vated a  little  around  the  rock,  so  that  the  top  of  the  rock  is  now 
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seven  feet  from  the  groand  The  monument  was  erected  by  the 
alumni  of  Williams  College,  in  1854,  and  is  an  appropriate,  taste- 
ful and  worthy  memorial.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  good  iron  fence, 
which  visitors  find  the  means  of  climbing.  The  writer,  without 
recommending  others  to  follow  his  example,  went  up  to  the  monu. 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  copying  the  inscription ;  and  as  he  now 
gives  the  inscriptions  verhatiin  et  literatim,  this  historical  motive 
cannot  be  so  well  plead  hereafter.  The  inscriptions  were  copied 
exactly  according  to  the  words  in  the  lines,  and  the  division  of  ^ 
syllables,  as  cut  upon  the  marble,  but  they  are  here  given  continu- 
ously, partly  to  save  space,  and  partly  to  avoid  the  exhibition  of 
an  unskillful  performance,  for  the  words  and  sj^llables  are  arranged 
(at  least  on  two  sides  of  the  monument)  in  not  the  most  tasteful 
style.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret.  I  notice  it  simply  to  put  the 
Lake  George  Committee  of  Monuments  upon  their  guard,  and  to 
induce  them  to  see  that  the  stonecutter  had  a  fac-simile  of  the 
work  to  be  done.  The  beauty  of  a  monumental  inscription  depends 
very  much  on  the  arrangement  of  the  lines  and  of  the  words. 

The  following  inscription  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  monument, 
towards  the  plank  road : 

To  the  memory  of  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams.  A  native  of 
Newton,  Mass.,  who  after  gallantly  defending  the  frontaors  of  his 
native  state,  served  under  General  Johnson  against  the  French  and 
Indians,  and  nobly  fell  near  this  spot  in  the  bloody  conflict  of 
Sept.  8th,  1755,  in  the  42  year  of  his  age. 

On  the  Tior^  side,  towards  the  lake : 

A  lover  of  peace  and  learning,  as  courteous  and  generous  ag  ha 
was  brave  abd  patriotic.  Col.  Williams  sympathised  deeply  with 
the  privations  of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  by  his  will,  made  at 
Albany  on  his  way  to  the  field  of  battle,  provided  for  the  founding 
among  them  of  an  institution  of  learning,  which  has  since  been 
chartered  $ia  Williams  college. 

On  the  toest  side,  towards  the  old  road : 

Ford  ac  maghanimo  £ph.  Williams,  Collegii  Gulielmi  Conditori ; 
Qui  in  hostibus  patriae  repellendis,  prope  hoe  saxum  cecidit ;  grati 
alumni  posuerunt,  a.  d.  1854. 

On  the  iouth  side,  towards  the  toll-gate  : 

This  monument  is  erected  by  the  alumni  of  Williams  College  : 
the  ground  donated  by  E.  H.  Kosekrans,  M.  W.  Ferrine,  J.  Havi- 
land. 
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The  monument  makes  a  beautiful  appearence  from  the  road,  and 
is  looked  for  and  admired  by  all  travelers.  The  monument  is  more 
accessible  from  the  old  road  than  from  the  new ;  but  the  old  road 
is  not  in  a  very  good  condition,  although  it  can  be  used. 

Joseph  White  Esq.^^  thus  sums  up  the  traits  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liams character : — "  For  whatever  is  known  of  his  opinions,  as  well 
as  of  his  personal  appearance,  habits  and  manners,  we  are  indebted 
to  the  impressions  he  made  upon  his  contemporaries,  as  revealed 
in  the  scanty  notices  of  the  times  and  in  the  few  traditions  that 
yet  linger  amongst  us."  From  these  we  learn  that  his  '^  person 
was  large  and  fleshy,"  his  countenance  benignant,  and  his  appear- 
ance commanding ;  that  he  loved  and  excelled  in  the  rough  games 
of  agility  and  strength  so  common  in  his  day,  and  often  engaged 
in  them  with  his  soldiers  during  the  intervals  of  duty ;  that  his 
"  address  was  easy,  his  manners  simple  and  c6nciliatory ;"  that  he 
loved  books,  and  the  society  of  literary  men,  '^  and  often  lamented 
the  want  of  a  liberal  education ;"  that  to  these  endowments  were 
added  the  higher  qualities  of  iaind — quick  and  clear  perceptions,  a 
solid  judgment,  a  lofty  courage,  and  an  unwavering  constancy  in 
scenes  of  danger,  and  that  military  genius  which  needed  only  a 
fitting  opportunity  to  place  him  in  the'  highest  walks  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  knew  both  how  to  command  and  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  his  men.  "  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  them  while 
living,  and  lamented  when  dead."  And,  finally,  in  the  language 
of  Colonel  Worthington,  who  knew  him  well,  *'  Humanity  made  a 
most  striking  trait  in  his  character,  and  unirersal  benevolence  was 
his  ruling  passion."  He  truly  adds,  "  His  memory  will  always  be 
dear." 

No,  IV. 

King  JSendrik. 

Although  this  great  sachem  has  been  called  a  Mohawk^  yet  his 

family  was  Mohegany  and  he  himself  only  a  Mohawk  hy  adoption. 

According  to  his  own  statement  bis  father  lived  in  the  first  years 

of  his  (Hendrik's)   life,  at  Westfield  in  Connecticut.     The  exact 

»  **  Joseph  White's  address  before  the  alumni  of  Williams  College,  1866, 
oommemoratiTe  of  Ephraim  Williams  abounds  in  historioal  incident  and 
eloquent  disoription.  lam  indebted  to  this  address  for  the  biographical 
hints  of  Colonel  Williams  in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  and  also  for  other 
items  of  information." 
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time  of  his  birth  is  not  known,  though  it  is  believed  to  hare  been 
between  the  years  1680  and  1690.  Equally  difficult  is  it,  to  aacor- 
tain  at  what  time  he  moved  into  the  Mohawk  valley.  His  usual 
residence  however,  during  the  latter  portion  of  his  life  was  in  the 
present  town  of  Minden,  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  and  near  the 
Upper  or  Canajoharie  castle.  The  site  of  his  house  is  described 
by  Dr.  Dwight,  as  being  a  "  handsome  elevation,  commanding  a 
considerable  prospect  of  the  neighboring  country/'  Mr.  School- 
craft, in  his  Note$  of  the  Iroquoh  thus  speaks  of  him : 

"  There  was  a  time  in  our  settlements  when  there  was  a  moral 
force  in  the  name  of  King  Hendrik  and  his  Mohawks,  which  had 
an  electric  effect ;  and  at  the  time  he  died,  bis  loss  was  widely  and 
deeply  felt  and  lamented  even  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  said  that  he 
on  two  occasions  visited  his  British  sovereign.  On  one  <^  these 
occasions,  doubtless  the  last,  which  is  conjectured  to  have  been 
about  the  year  1740,  his  majesty  presented  him  a  rich  suit  of 
clothes, — ^a  green  coat,  set  off  with  brussels  and  gold  lace,  and  a 
cocked  hat,  such  as  worn  by  the  court  gentry  of  that  period.  In 
these  he  sat  for  his  portrait,  which  was  executed  by  a  London 
artist.  From  this  portrait,  which  has  no  date,  engravings  were 
made,  of  a  large  cabinet-sise,  and  colored  in  conformity  with  the 
original.  I  saw  one  of  these  engravings  in  the  family  of  a  relative 
in  Schenectady,  which  has,  however,  been  long  since  destroyed  by 
fire ;  and  recently  I  have  seen  another,  which  had  been,  for  nearly 
a  century,  the  property  of  Jeremiah  Lapsing  £}sq.  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
The  prosolopogical  indicia  of  his  countenance  denote  a  kind  dis 
position,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  an  order  of  intellect  much 
above  mediocrity.  Although  his  complexion  was  the  "  shadowed 
livery  of  the  burning  sun,"  his  figure  and  countenance  were  sin- 
gularly prepossessing  and  commanding.  The  concurrent  testimony 
of  every  traditionist  awards  to  him  great  natural  talents,  judg- 
ment, and  sagacity.  As  a  diplomatist  and  orator  he  was  greatly 
distinguished,  and  divided  the  palm  only  with  his  brother  Abra- 
ham, of  pious  memory,  who  was  exclusively  devoted  to  civil  pur- 
suits." 

Hendrik's  most  famous  speech  was  the  one  delivered  at  the  con- 
gress in  Albany,  1754.  It  excited  at  the  time  universal  attention, 
both  in  America  and  in  England.  In  reference  to  it,  a  journalist 
of  that  day  says  :  **  For  capacity,  bravery,  vigor  of  mind  and  im- 
movable integrity  combined,  he  excelled   all  the  aboriginal  inhab  « 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  661 

itantg  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge."  Hendrik  was  quite  a 
lion  in  his  day,  and  his  spirit  and  martial  powers  were  upon 
every  tongue.  He  was  also  esteemed  the  bravest  of  the  brave 
among  the  Iroquois."  He  led  many  war  parties  against  the 
Canadian  frontier  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  war;  and  his 
staunch  friendship  for  Sir  William  Johnson,  caused  him  to  use  his 
great  influence  to  keep  the  Six  Nations,  especially  the  Mohawks. 
£Eiithful  to  their  covenants.  Indeed,  many  times,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  efforts,  the  entire  Confederacy  would  have  probably  broken 
through  all  restraint  and  gone  over  to  the  French.  He  died 
lamented  by  many,  and  by  no  one  more  than  by  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 
Judge  Campbell  in  his  Annals  of  Trytm  County  has  preserved 
the  following  anecdote  illustrative  of  the  friendship  that  the 
Great  Mohawk  was  capable  of  inspiring  in  the  hearts  of  the  whites 
towards  himself : — ^^  During  some  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
Indians  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  state,  Hen- 
drik was  present  at  Philadelphia.  His  likeness  was  taken,  and  a 
wax  figure  afterward  made  which  was  a  very  good  imitation.  After 
the  death  of  Hendrik  an  old  friend,  a  white  man,  visited  Philadel- 
phia, and  among  other  thipgs  was  shown  this  wax  figure.  It  occu- 
pied a  niche,  and  was  not  observed  by  him  until  he  had  approached 
within  a  few  feet  The  friendship  of  former  days  came  fresh  over 
his  memory,  and  forgetting  for  the  moment  Hendrik's  death,  he 
rushed  forward  and  clasped  in  his  arms  the  frail  icy  image  of  the 
chieftain/' 

The  famous  story  of  Sir  William  Johnson's  dreaming  with  King 
Hendrik  for  the  royal  grant,  or  indeed  for  any  other  peioe  of  land, 
is  a  pure  fiction.    See  chapter  xvi,  vol.  ii. 

No.  V. 
Map  of  Battle  of  Lake  George 
References  to  map  on  opposite  page. 
Firtt  Engagement — 1.  The  road.     2.  The  French  and  Indians 

8.  Hendrik  on  horseback.  4.  Onr  men.  5.  Our  Indians  far 
within  the  ambuscade. 

Seoomd  Bngagemmt. — 6.  Canadians  and  French  Indians.  7. 
Dieskaa's  r^nlars  making  the  attack  on  the  centre.     8.  The  road. 

9.  Our  men  in  the  action  posted  in  front.  10.  The  trees  felled  for 
the  breastworks.     11.  Three  of  the  large  cannon.     12.  One  of  the 
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cannon  posted  '<  adyantageouBly"  on  the  eminence.  13, 14, 15, 16. 
Illoatrating  the  attack  on  the  right ;  particulars  not  kuoirn.  17. 
The  guards  on  the  flanks  and  rear.  18.  Woods  and  siramp.  19. 
Low  ground  near  the  lake.  20.  Cannon  defending  flanks  and  rear. 
21.  Baggage-wagons.  22,  23,  24.  Military  stores  and  ammuni^ 
tion.  25.  Mortars.  26.  Boad  to  the  lake.  27>  Bateaux  on  Lakci 
George.  28.  Four  Storehouses.  29.  Storehouse.  30.  Iroquois 
Indians.  81.  General  Johnson's  tent.  32.  Major-General  Ly- 
man's regiment.  33.  Colonel  Harris's  regiment.  34,  Colonel 
Cookoroft's  regiment  35.  Colonel  Williams's,  now  Colonel  Pom- 
roy's  regiment.  36.  Colonel  Buggles's  regiment  37.  Colonel 
Titcomh's  regiment.  38.  Colonel  Guttridge's  regimont.  39. 
Officers. 

The  heading  of  the  map  is  not  quite  accurate  in  the  numher  of 
troops  stated  to  be  engaged  on  both  sides,  and  is  quite  inaccurate 
in  the  number  stated  to  be  killed  on  the  side  of  the  French. 

No.  VL 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Ballard  of  Brunswick, 
Me.,  Secretary  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  I  am  enabled  to 
give  on  the  opposite  pag«  a  fac-simile  of  perhaps  the  only  sketch 
of  Fort  Wm.  Henry  in  existence.  The  Sketch  was  carved  on  a 
powder-horn  by  a  Provincial  doing  garrison  duty  at  the  fori 
in  October,  1756.  The  horn  was  presented  to  the  Maine  Histori- 
cal Society  in  January,  1864,  by  the  Hon.  Wm  P.  Haines,  of  Bid- 
deford.  Me.,  who  at  the  time  of  its  presentation,  accompanied  it 
with  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper,  relating  to  its  history.  Mr. 
Haines,  who  deserves  great  credit  for  his  instrumentality  in  rescu- 
ing this  interesting  relic  from  oblivion,  courteously  sent  me  a  copy 
of  this  paper,  from  which  I  take  a  few  extracts. 

"  Recently  I  learned  that  Tristram  Goldlhwait  Esq.,  an  esteemed 
eitisen  of  Biddeford  and  once  its  representative,  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  powder  horn  which  had  a  history.  At  my  request  he 
brought  it  to  me,  and  now  permits  me  to  deliver  it  to  the  Maine 
Historical  Society  for  safe-keeping  and  inspection  of  the  curiouSi 
and,  to  use  his  precise  words,  probably  never  to  be  reclaimed  by 
him.  He  informs  me  that  it  was  delivered  to  him  as  the  male 
representative  of  the  original  owner,  and  came  down  in  the 
family. 
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Upon  inspection  it  will  b^  noticed  that  this  powder  horn  bears 
upon  its  face  on  the  right,  a  well-carved  and  spirited  sketch  of 
Fort  William  Henry  at  the  head  of  Lake  George.  Showing  the 
ontlines  of  the  fort  and  its  guns  mounted,  its  barracks,  lofty  flag- 
staff, and  at  the  top  the  English  ensign  unfolded  to  the  breexe,  and 
over  against  it,  on  the  left,  an  island  in  the  lake  [Tea  Island],  and 
between  these,  a  sloop  being  towed  by  a  boat  well-maned  to  the 
island,  over  the  rough  waters  of  the  lake. 

Beneath  is  the  following  inscription  carved  in  beauti^l  letters, 
which  are  in  perfect  preservation. 

"  Michael  B.  Goldthwait's  horn,  1756,  at  Fort  Wm.  Henry,  Octo- 
ber 2,  A.D/' 

*  He  He  *  4(  4e  * 

It  was  precisely  at  this  period,  October  second  1766,  the  date  of 
this  inscription,  midway  between  the  building  of  the  fort  in  the 
autunm  of  1755,  and  its  destruction  in  1757,  that  the  interesting 
relic  before  us  was  fashioned  by  its  owner  into  the  form  in  which 
it  is  now  presented  to  us  I  A  humble  soldier,  on  "duty  at  the  fort, 
in  his  moments  of  leisure,  turns  artist,  and  with  his  rustic  knife, 
gives  us  an  animated  and  truthful  outline  of  the  scene  then  in  his 
eye,  the  winding  shore,  the  waters  of  the  beauti^  lake,  the  island, 
the  headland  surmounted  by  the  fort,  amd  floating  over  all  the 
glorious  flag  of  England,  and  thus  daguerrotypes  Ibr  posterity,  the 
only  picture  in  existence  of  objects  of  so  much  historical  interest ! 

No.  vn. 

Manuscr^t  Letter  No.  J. 

This  letter  bears  this  endorsement  in  the  .ftavonet's  hand. 
'*  Alderman  Baker's  letter  about  my  money  in  the  funds,"  and  is 
as  follows: 

'<  Sir  jmiam  John$(m  Baronet 

<<LoK]>oK  3l8t  March,  1757. 
Sir. 

"  I  have  no  letter  firom  you  since  I  wrote  the  original  of  the 
foregoing.  I  have  received  from  Mr.  John  Pownall  the  money 
which  he  received  from  the  exchequer  being  clear  of  fees,  &c., 
£4945, 18«.,  6d.  You  have  the  particulars  annext  which  I  have 
extracted  from  Mr.  Pownall's  letter  to  me.  t  have  invested  this 
money  as  near  as  I  well  pould  in  three  per .  cent  bank  annuities 
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which  now  stand  in  my  name  and  cost  yon  £4948,  2s.,  6dL,  being 
the  pnrohase  of  £5500,  capital  in  said  fund  of  which  the  partica- 
lars  are  annext.  I  have  been  extremely  harried  of  late,  otherwise 
yon  should  haye  had  the  adyioes  sooner.  Now  I  have  only  to  add 
Ihatl  am: 

"Sir 

"  Tour  most  humble  Serv't 

"WM.BAKEE." 

An  aoconnt  of  money  reoeiyed  by  John  Pownall  Esq.  for 
Sir  William  Johnson  granted  by  parliament, £5000^)0:0 

Fees  at  the  treasury  for  the  warrant  order 
and  letter,..., £8:04:6 

Fees  at  the  exchequer,  yii.  pills,         4:07 

Tellers  and  pomidage,. 148:10 

Auditor, 9:07        167K>4       166K)8:6 

£4884:11:6 
Beceiyed  at  the  Exchequer  poundage  remitted,  £125:0 
Deduct  fees  at  the  treasury  for  that  order, 1:1        128:19.-0 

£4958:10:6 
Paid  for  Sir  Wm.  Johnson^s  appointment  to  be  Agent 

for  Indian  afiairs 12:12H) 

£4945:18.-6 
Beceiyed  for  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  and  transferred  for  his  account 

into  the  name  of  Wm.  Baker  £5500  bank  three  per  cent  annus* 

ties,  yii : 
£4000  transferred  by  Theodore  Crowley  at   89i  p.c.  £8570. 

1500  Wm.  Colsford  89i  p.c.    1888:15 

Paid  I.  Shipston  broker  «  i  p.c.  oq  £5500 6:17:6. 

My  commission  )  p,c,  ou    do .?«, .27:10. 

£4948:2:6'^ 
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